





























































































































cow, the idea that there was only one
possible path to communism was as
dead as any victim of a Stalin purge.

By rampling down the new shoots of
“democratic socialism” in Czechoslo-
vakia in 1968, the Russians helped to
create the Eurocommunists, who reject
the bullet in favour of the ballot box—
well, up to a point—as their path to
power. That was a blow to Marx's enthu-
siasm for violence as the only way to
bring about social change. Even the
French Communists, who have stayed
closer o Moscow on most things than
their ltalian cornrades, have stuck to the
ballot box (which won them less than
10% of the vote in this year's election},
although most people suspect they
would dump it if they ever got to power.

Bigger changes were to comne. Sever-
al communist governments have taken
a razor to the hairier of Mant's econo-
mic theories. His workers’ paradise has
receded so far into the future that it
seems a thing of the past. In Eastemn
Europe reformers looking for ways to
make their economies work have dis-
mantled bits of the Stalinist model of
central planning, and have turned for
new inspiration not to Marx but to the
market.  Price, productivity and
efficiency—good capitalist words—are
the planners’ new jargon. Hungary has
ventured a few yards down the non-
Marxist road. Bulgaria and East Ger-
many have at least recognised the need
to streamline their planning techniques.
Even Mr Gorbachev has talked of the
need for change in Russia, though he
has produced little of it so far.

Out ahead of them all is China's Mr
Deng Xiaoping. He was the first to pro-
nounce that Marx is dead. Although
China's 800m peasants still lease their
land from the state, almost all of them
grow what they want and, like real capi-
tatists, pocket the proceeds. Does aban-
doning first Moscow, then Marx, mean
that China is abandoning cornmunism?
By the one remaining measure—
Lenin's—the answer is no.

Real communists don't ditch Lenin

Lenin's first rule for running a Com-
munist party—dermocratic centralism—
means that decisions and orders come
down from the top and are nheyved: with
dire consequences for anybody with the
temerity to talk back. Party leaders are
selected by a cabal not elected. Of
course, not all non-communist parties
vlact their teaders democratically either.

The difference is that in a democracy
parties are voted in and out of power, so
that they are ultimately responsible to
the electorate for what they do. That
was not what Lenin had in mind.

His second party rule was that power
once won, must be used to control ey-
ery aspect of society: not just the politic-
al machinery, but the economy, reli-
gion, culture, all means of communica-
tion. This goes far beyond “ordinary”
dictatorships. Only thus can all opposi-
tion be crushed. This disciplined ruth-
lessness brought Lenin's Bolsheviks to
power in 1917. It is a testament to
Lenin's rule-book that no Communist
party since then has voluntarily given up
power, Poland’'s communists came
closest to giving it up inveluntarily in
1980-81, but martial law put a stop to
that.

By Lenin's measure, none of today's
ruling Communist parties has really
changed. Mr Gorbachev's appeal for
“openness” is a one-way business: peo-
ple he wants criticised get crilicised, not
the other way round. In China and Hun-
gary the party has decided to interfere
less in the economy but party organisa-
tion and discipline are still light. That
recent Chinese call for grealer “demo-
cracy” was a plea to let bright minds

think unorthodox thoughts about sci-
ence and the arts, nol about politics.
To keep rising in their chosen profes-
sion, Chinas high-flyers in industry,
agriculture, sclence or the arts will
sooner or later have (o join the party.
And that party’s Leninist core rermains
intact

Evrocommunists are a bit more
adventurous. When they say they want
to be voted into power, they ciaim they
would allow themselves to be voted out
too. But not even the ltalians, who have
wrestled hardest with their Leninist con-
science, have abandoned the rule on
party discipline. The question is; would
a party organised in Lenin's image not
be tempted to do the rest of its master’s
bidding once in power? It is that
question-mark, not just the name, that
still separates Italy's Cornmunists from
parties of the democratic left.

Communism is not the creed it was.
Man: would find few real comrades to-
day. But those appalled by the drop in
ideological standards can cheer up.
There is still one bolthole for refugees
from the post-Marx world. You can get
away from it all in Albania.

Courtesy: The Economist
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THE MAHATMA AND THE NETAJI,
TWO MEN OF DESTINY OF INDIA by
Samar Guha, Sterling Publishers,
1986; Pp.244; Rs.125.

To Samar Guha, Subhas Chandra
Bose was undoubtedly the greatest In-
dian Jeader of the twentieth century and
as such, fit for hero worship. Mahatma
Gandhi, known to the world as the
apostle of non-violence, achieved his
greatest glory only after the escape of
Subhas from India in 194! when he re-
fused to condemn Bose and on the
contrary, offered him the gift of ‘open
rebellion’ in the form of the Quit India
Movement in August 1942, At this time
when Gandhi and other leaders were in
jail, it was Subhas and Subhas alone
who dormninated the scene Lhrough his
radio messages from Gerrnany.

Bath the earlier non-violent move-
ments, Non-cooperation and Civil Dis-
obedience, were resounding failures
according to Guha. Only the Quit India
Movement was successful because the
Mahatma had tacitly accepted Bose's
version of nationalism and violent re-
volution.

The heroic saga of Bose, his historic

escape from prison in January 1941],
his plunge into the unknown peril of a
world war, his organising of the Azad
Hind Legion in Germany, his broad-
casts over the Azad Hind Radio, his
triumphal march with the INA and the
Japanese army towards the indian fron-
tier, the liberation of eastern Manipur,
the siege of Imphal and the cry of 'On to
Delhi’, has sufficient dramatic and his-
toric interest to sfand by itself and
needs no comparison with Gandhi or
anyone else,

Quite likely, Gandhi's eslimate of
Bose underwent a2 radical change in
view of his great sacrifice for the
motherland. This, however, does not
imply that his philosophy of life
chaiged from that of non-violence to
violence, Gandhi was never dogmatic.
Truth for him was always relative for it
was perceived by imperfect man. He
had his critics and opponents but his
hearl was large enough to accommo-
date them as well as his friends and fol-
lowers.

It appears that the author has some
kind of grievance against all the Con-
gress leaders except the Mahatma after
1940. His ire is specially directed
against Patel, Azad and Nehru who cal-

fed Subhas a ‘misguided patriot’
MNehru, he says, ‘invented secularism
because of his guilty conscience about
Pakistan' and the Sardar is dismissed as
an outstanding political organiser de-
void of "a historical, philosophical or
ideclogical mind.” Guha is however jus-
tified in pointing out the tatal neglect of
Metaji and the INA by the national gov-
ernment after the transfer of power. Mo
attempt was ever made to use this great
legacy of Indian nationalism.

The Chapter, “A Vaishnav and a
Kshatriya™ is an attempt to trace the dif-
ferences between the Mahatma and Lthe
Metaji to their caste and family back-
grounds. Both were essentially Indian
and essentially spiritual in their outicok.
The autnor skilfully traces the deep, sta-
bilising Jain influence on the Mahatma
and the inspiring, catalytic impact of
Vivekananda and Aurobindo on young
Subhas. Because of these early differ-
ences, Gandhi followed the path of
peace and non-violence (Shantivad)
and Subhas the cult of power and
strength (Shaktivad).

In 1938, when Subhas contested the
presidentship of the Tripura Congress,
Gandhi did not support him. Instead, in
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processing, dairying and marketing of
these products. Their contribution in
the dairy farming sector is not insignifi-
cant. In fact, dairying has been recog-
nised as women's work. They are the
major contributors to milk production
and animal husbandry. Most dairy-
related jobs such as cutting and fetch-
ing grass and fodder, bathing the buffa-
ioes. cieaning catile-sheds, milking,
pouring milk at the collection centres
and such other labour-intensive work is
done by wormen in landless and small
peasant households. Yet, where there is
higher incidence of milk consumption.
women and female children are re-
latively deprived even within the house-
holds. The income from dairying, too,
rarely reaches them directly. They are
naot integrated even into the new siruc-
tures which are meant to widen dairy
cattle ownership and provide inputs and
better returns to producers. They are
neglected so far as the producer train-
ing programmes are concerned where-
in mostly anly men are involved. This
neglect nol only strengthens the pattern
of unequal access 1o resources be-
tween men and women but also has an
adverse effect on production. Thus,
there is the need to integrate women
into the organised co-operative dairy
sector, thereby counteracting vested in-
terests and deep rooted biases against
womern.

The book under review presents four
case-studies of action projecis under-
taken with the purpose of promoting
women's roles in dairying in different
paris of the country. The first, a case-
study from Andhra Pradesh discusses
the problems and prospects of provid-
ing extremely poor rural wornen with an
assel base and an income source,
through the acquisilion of milch
bovines, provision of adequate inputs
and services. and marketing arrange-
ments within the framework of a dairy
co-operative.

The second case-study, also from
Andhra Pradesh, is of a non. gov-
ermnmental voluntary agency engaged in
rural developemnt for the past 17 years,

The third case-study -~ the self-
employed Women's  Association
(SEWA)'s women's dairy co-operalves
- I8 8 case-study from Gujarat.

The touth — CHAD women's daity
co-nperative i< @ case-study af the
malhumadutal women s« n-operalive in
Yellaie un Lamil Tadu,

The studies are a res-ran h ol the -

tical role played by poor rural women in
India's cooperative dairy sector. They
show that though attemnpts are made to
from all-women’s dairying cooperative
societies, the mere formation of such
societies does nat solve the problem of
poor women. Also. a marketing network
alone is not sufficient to ensure the suc-
cessful working of a cooperative. Unless
certain inputs are made available their
potential cannot be enhanced. All the
studies illustrate that lack of finance is
an obstacle to the formation of poor
womnen's dairy cooperatives.

OCne important point. however, which
the studies make is that women are
capable of participating and running a
dairy programme all on their own if
given an opportunity and proper train-
ing. They can learn and understand not
only the economies of dairying and the
management of a dairy cooperative but
can also effectively play the part of a
para-veterinarian. The interesting mod-
els and approaches developed by the
various agencies featured in the case-
studies are indeed worthy of study.
Each case-study has also proposed
certain specific solutions to the prob-
lems faced by it The studies taken as a
whole advocate that much can be done
in the field of cooperative dairying. The
concluding chapter in the book gives a
set of specific and general policy re-
commendations for policy-planning for
women in cooperative dairying,

The recommendations given in the
volume if given effect to, will lead to
changes to suit the needs of local
women, It will fulfil the needs of poor
tural women and will help in improving
not only their status but also enhance
dairy production.

Rosbeh Bilimoria

HANNIBAL'S FOOTSTEPS by Ber-
nard Levin; Jonathan Cape, London;
Pp 174; £12.50

Our hero, the author of the book
under review, Bernard Levin, lakes a
fancy for Hannibal and follows his foot-
steps across the Alps in France starting
tram Augues-Mones to Le Pain de
Sucre on the Frenchiltailan  border.
Hannibal had his army aned elephants
His purpose was to ronquor Ronywe
That was in 218 B Beinard Levin was
acromyranied by a lelevisrn crew of iy

and his journey in mid-1984 lasted six
weeks. He candidly reminds us that
Hannibal in his journey had no shaps,
no wholesalers, no system of food dis-
tribution or transport. In fact, Hannibal's
greatness lies in his sheer ability to lead
over the Alps an army mostly of merce-
naries and that too in winter without
roads of maps, foutteen centuries be-
fore the invention of the compass.

Bernard Levin's journey covers 37
points all listed with the map of the area
on the front and the back covers of the
book. There are some vivid descrip-
tions, some exciternent when the au-
thor risks his life on high altiludes
climbing up or down, his stay in hotels
{once even in a monastery), his re-
lishing or disliking food in restaurants,
his becoming a goat-herd. his meeting
interesting people, the gorgeous majes-
tic landscape on the way, etc.

What makes it fascinating reading is
the author’s frequent historical and lites-
ary references, his reflections on life, art,
philosophy. It is this facet that makes
the book a literary diary — a well written
piece of belles Jettres. This and the
magnificent colour plates — fifty in all —
make this book an ideal leisure com-
panion.

As to the ‘'whv' of his following Han-
nibal's footsteps. Bernard Levin writes;
"It was a memento vitae.” At the same
time he was very well aware that such a
test was a vain one. His fifty-sixth birth-
day was just a few days away and with
this adventure he could convince him-
seif that he was fitter than he had ever
been in his life. On a different level, “the
most stimulating aspect of the whole
march had been, undoubtedly, the con-
trasting landscapes.”

While walking and mountaineering
and while busy wilh the day to day mun-
dane routine physical activities, Bernard
Levin often thinks, muses, ponders,
ruminates over some of the serious
facets of life. Thus, his discovery: "The
terrible truth is that evil, when it is in
arms, can be defeated only by arming
good.” Gandhiji and his followers, the
pacilists will not agree with this, (x
again, "But nature cares not at alf for us,
indeed does nat know we are here, lel
alone why. Nature does not arrange its
Dty did seretuty 1or us: 10 1s nol even
awate that it is beautitul and serene, be-
cause nature s only A word we have
duvised 10 odlenl 1o parsonalise sone-
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