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Dear Reader,

It is a sad commentary on our social mores that we should feature in this issue the profile of
one of the greatest emanicipators of lndian women in South lnCia (Kandakuri Veerasalingam
Panthulu) at the very time when a young teenage girl was forced to commit sullee. What is
disgusting is the support that many members of the ruling political elite gave to thi, degrading
form of head hunting. One can legitimately wonder how on earth it is going to be possible to 

-

build up a future for the year 2000 on such a socially unstable foundation.
The sheer lack of leadership at different levels; the proliferating festering communal frenry

and slogan-mongering taking the place of hard level-headed thinking whether it be in the
sefting of practical industrial goals or labour legislation are all so infuriatingly dogging our
footsteps. We publish in this issue essays by writers who can speak with authority on these
subjects.

Rumblings in he communistworld (also referred to as the 'socialist'world) generally go
unnoticed in th tndian press. Dr. Fang Lizhi, referred to as "China's Sakharov" is an
astrophysicist. He was expelled recently from the Communist Party, after being charged with
"bourgeois liberalism." Dr. Fang has been a dissenter in the best traditions of the word. He was
first ejected from the Chinese Communist Party in 1957. After an unsuccessful attempt at
"re-programming" him he was restored to Party membership in 1978 and given full-
professorship at the University of Science and Technology (Hefai). Dr. Fang Lizhi's speech,
extracts of which we carry in this issue, provide an example of the indomitable will of man which
no amount of "re-programming" can subdue.

We are too near to fully appreciate the yeoman service that Ram Jethmalani is rendering not
only to the present lndian Republic but the future citizens of lndia, yet to be born. Single-
handedly he has upheld the highest values of public probity and accountability. We are grateful
to Mr. Kamal Wadhwa for his commentary on Jethmalani's crusade for a clean public life.
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"The deep moans round uith mang uoices. Come, mg friends
'Tis not too late to seek a neu)er world" - Tenngson

Modern Prime Ministers cannot be Harischandras, but
Mr. Candhi is telling too many lies.

K.R. Sundar Rajan, Ihe Su ndag Obseruer, July 26

For the Kremlin to declare in favour of universal
openness is as strange as the Vatican announcing the
demise of sin.

Norman Davies, T he I nde penden t( London ), Nlarch 27

It's Sanjay Time again in the gardens of Doordarshan.

lqbal Masud S undag M I D - DAY, July 26

With all its outer trappings of a democratic party, the
Congress (l) was, and still remains a one-person party.

Janardhan Th.akur, MID-DAY, July 18

I irave since found that the older you get the less you
learn about anything recent. You remember the past, and
only the past

Dom Moraes,Sundag MID-DAY,June 2

The country is not waiting for a "national alternative". lt is
waiting for a better alternative. This is nowhere in sight.

K.R. Sunder Rajan, Ihe Sundag Obseruer, f{ay 3

The greatest service which all those who admire M.N.
Roy could do in his honour is to restrain themselves from
making a cult of him.

V.K. Sinha, IheSecu/arist, March/April, 1987

Time was when getting a loan or credit was considered
undignified or infra dig...Today, getting credit or a loan
is a sign of prosperity.

The Chandigarh Staff Correspondent, The Hindu, August 27.

It is lwho protects (sic)you. They can't publish one line
apology. We're not Englishmen. We're Tamilians,
wearing dhoties, not suits. Try joking to a pedestrian and
see the consequence.

Hector Pandian, Speaker of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly,
Indian Express, April 5

British government minus efficiency plus corruption
equals the lndian Covernment.

V.P. Mehta quoted by Khusht' - .. urr rgh, Free Press Joumal,
August l6

Conspiracies are being hatched and they have their
godfathers abroad. We willteach them such a lesson that
they remember their grandmothers.

Rajiv Gandhi Sundag Mid-Dag June l4

We must recognise that this whole business called
"governing"is all about making the life of the ordinary
citizen more livable, not increasingly less tolerable.

Jaswant Singh, Seminar, December 1986

lf there is one thing that the Rajiv Candhi government will
be remembered for historically, it is for making
corruption a national issue. Corruption is as much a part
of the lndian ethos as floods and droughts.

Editorial in MISER-E-H/ND, September I 987

When there are no values, money counts.

E. Disby Baltzell, Forlu ne lnlernalional, July 6

lraq startcd tlrts war (witlr Iran), and ivill hiii'r'to pay a

price fror ending it.lf tlrat plice is Saddanr llussein s

head, it is not the business of the West s to say it shoulcl

not be paid.

I I t. Lt:<)t1()n t!';/ ( Lotldolr r :>e pt. 5
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*the t imo has come]' tlv.
r'alrut satd,

"tr falK "f m,Jry ttnngs:
of shoeg-and._Ships- 

e

^ and vaJint;vax-
of cabla€os -

anf, kin6s-"On llth September the Bombay
High Court admitted for hearing a peti-
tion inspired by the research under-
taken last year by the Indian Committee
for Cultural Freedom and The lndian
LiberalGroup describing the manner in
which All lndia Radio and Doordarshan
suppressed and distorted news, gave
undue prominence to ministers of the
Union government and made available
information and even entertainment in
a biased manner to listeners and view-
ers of the government monopolised
broadcasting and telecasting media.

The petition has been filed by Mr.
Minoo Masani, Founder of Freedom
Finst and Mr. P.C. Chatterjee, former
Director General of All lndia Radio. The
application for admission was made by
Mr. Atul Setalvad, supported by Mr.
Nawoz Seervai. The date of the hearing
has not yet been fixed.

A couple of months ago the late Mr.
Romesh Thaper had filed a case in the
Supreme Court demanding greater
autonomy for AIR and Doordarshan.
The petition fited by Masani and Chat-
terjee goes much further. lt is against
the Union Government's rejection of an
application by Masani and Chatterjee to
set up broadcasting stations in Western
lndia: in other words for the setting up
of private broadcasting stations as a
fundamental right of lndian citizens. A
summary of the writ petition is pub-
lished on page 6 of this issue.

SVR

For the last 50 days teachers in junior
and degree colleges have been on
strike. At the time of writing, the Bom-
bay Oniversity College Teachers' Union
is on the verge of a split, with a number
rf college teachers wanting to go back
.o work. Teachers, college by college
?re now meeting separately to decide

- 1qwjs carroJl

on whether to go back to work or not.
The public at large is still not clear on

what exactly are the demands of
teantr -rs. Basically it is the normal one
for more money. According to a report
appearing in the lndian Post of
September 14, "the main demand of
the agitating teachers are parity of pays-
cales of junior college teachers with
senior college teachers, that is a pay
scale of Rs. 2,300 to Rs. 4,000; imple-
mentation of pay rcvision from January
1986 without lowering of pay scalei
and increase in work load..."

Have any of these demands been
conceded after 50 days of refusing to
teach? Marginally perhaps. The Govern-
ment both 0nion and states were
almost indifferent. Teachers striking is
not quite the same as, say, bank em-
ployees or telephone technicians going
on strike. After all teachers refusing to
teach provides students with a bohus in
terms of holidays, but does not dislo-
cate commerce and industry. The only
ones to be dislocated are the poor pa-
rents who have idle children on their
hands. As the father of a college-going
boy I can say that even he is getting
bored with the surfeit of unexpected
holidays.

The teachers have not only lost the
strike but have also lost whatever little
respect they had from students. With
what justification can teachers now per-
suade a bunch of striking students at
some future date not to do so? What
will be the impact of the strike on en-
forcing discipline already seriously
eroded? Do the teachers view their pro-
fession merely as a job or do they
attach some better values to their voca-
tion?

While the right to strike is an inalien-

able weapon in a democracy, it is not
undemocratic to bair strikes by govern-
ment servants or policemen or teachers
prouided they have an alternative to
ventilate their grievances and secure
redress. Perhaps an arbitration board
comprising eminent educationists
whose final decision would be binding
on both teachers and governments
would be one solution insofar iis the
teaching fraternity is concerned.

lf the 0nion and state governments
congratulate themselves on having
'broken'the strike, their victory willwith-
out doubt turn out to be pyrrhic. They
now have an army of teachers with a
chip on their shoulders with more than
a dash of cynicism which they will pass
on to the students; not to speak of
periodic attempts to disrupt examina-
tions and the like.

The sight of teachers marching in
procession with placards demanding
better wages is most unediSing not to
speak of reports where teachers have
come to blows and traded abuses. One
wonders how many of these teachers
would be prepared to go out on the
streets to protest abuses of academic
freedom?

SVR

F-rrrwl&l-
One of the paradoxes of lndian poli-

tical iife is that some of our men exhibit-
ing the finest sensibilities are commit-
ted individuals wanting to usher the
socialist haven in our country. Samar
Sen was one such but even those who
did not share his enthusiasm were to be
his admirers because of his sturdy

iE!iFet+r-x...",,,:: * {.: . --,;rr':i*:.. ;r-i- ..: '-?:
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sense of independence, his uncom-
promising qualities and yet catholic in-
terests. After all he started life as a poet
but his poetic career ended by the time
he was thirty. lt spoke volumes for his
qualities as an intellectual that his de-
funct rveekly /You was founded by the
[.ate Humayun Kabir and attracted
some of tire best writing of that period
in lndia. Nothing like it was available in
our country then, and it is doubtful if
anything sinrilar is available even today.
His Fronlier expounded the Naxalite
cause and was ruil on a shoe-strinq
budget. lt is indeed a sad commentary
on our naticnal press that the passing
away of such a person should be so
thinly reported.

Another distinguished columnist
whom we will all miss is Romesh Tha-
par. A leftist reminiscent of the 'Popular

Front' days he was later to rue his
youthful enthusiasm for the Stalinist
variety of socialism. He was known to
intellectuals and student circles as edi-
tor of Semrna.. a jourrral that highlight-
ed many aspects oi lndian society and
not merely dwelt on its political short-
comings. He was for long, close to the
centres.of power but was to be disillu-
sioned with the kind of politics that Mrs
Gandhi practised with such consum-
mate finesse. His finest hour was during
the dark days of the Emergency when
he stopped publishing .Seminar rather
then humiliate himself before the czars
of censordom. He also sought some
sort of internal exile by totally stopping
writing his columns for journals.

The latter years sav/ him giving short
shrift to the vaporous enthusiasm of
socialism and in trying to find meaning
in more pragmatic and native formula-
tions such as Candhiji's. Perhaps the
best monument to his memory will be if
the Supreme Court gives a judgement
ending the tyranny of the government
over AIR and Doordarshan. 

RS

Even those who are casual l:-uerS of
newspapers would have known ihat for
the past three years many Parts of lndia
have been in the grip of di-ought, arrd

near famine conditions preval in large

tracts of the ccuntry'. ManY Public
bodies have cried themselve-< hoarse
and photographs irr tlre newspapers

have cartierl horrendous pi<.tures. Yet

i n.edonl f ir.l ,1

through these three years we have held
lndia Festivals in the 0.S.A. France and
more recently in the U.S.S.R. wasting
valuable public funds not to speak of a
pointless swadeshi festival held in De-
lhi.

Now, our government has suddenly
awakened to the ghastly reality of
drought conditions and is mopping up
resources by mulctrng the poor tax
payer. Long long ago Kautilya advised
that the king should keep hirrself in-
formed of all happenings in the country
but our Prime Minister is primed with
ir.formation of ha2penings in South
Africa and Fiji and other exotic places.
However, better late than never.

RS

Last month a half page advertise-
ment in the national press inserted by
Vayudoot, the "feeder airline"
announced that Vayudoot had decided
to get into the courier business.

Those who have not heard of
Vayudoot or have not had the 'good for-
tune of travelling on one of their planes,
could be excused if they assumed that
here was an airline which after making a
thundering success of its primary actir.
ity, viz. flying passenger planes, have
now turned their attention to. streng-
thening the courier industry in general
and the post office in particular.

Onfortunately a Sentleman who took
Vayudoot's advertisement at its face
value and having an urgent document
to be despatched decided to use the
new "Ultrafast Couiier Service". Lest I

be accused of rnaligning ths loss mak-
ing airline, let's see what Mr. A.K. Roy
(for that is the gentleman's name) has
to say:

"l wanted to send a non-personal
mail packet to Jamshedpur and rang
up the Vayudoot offices in Bombay
as per the phone numbers given in
their Vayudoot "Ultrafast Courier Ser-

. vices" advertisement ... On the first
number (6129357) I was told that
this was the deputy general mana-

I ger's number and it must be in the
adv.ertisernent by mistake. They
asked nre to call 6l'21405 (which is

also in the ad.). When I ranq that
rrumber. I was told that "This is
Vayudoot. baha t Not some r:ourier
furierl So then I triecl the thircl num-
bt:r (20448585) artd I tried it.rli <rller-

noon but I couldn't get through.
Eventually when I did get through I
was told that "Office bandh ho gaga.
Kal phone maro." (translated-ihe
office is closed phone tomorrow).

"Vayudoot was started as feeder air-
line. Can it not do its first basic job
efficiently without putting its fingers
into many pies? Has ITDC closed
down that Vayudoot needs to offer
holiday package tours ? Shouldn't
Vayudoot concentrate on its orvn
business and not try to grab the
bread out of private-run courier com-
panies or SPEEDPOST, particularly
at a time when newspaper reports
talk about their not being able to
close their doors properly during
flight?" (Sundag Mail, Sept. 20)

That, we may tellMr. Roy, is precisely
the problem. Meddling in the people's
business is by now a well-recognised
disease of successive lndian govern-
ments from Pandit Nehru to Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi (notwithstanding the latter's fre-
quent admonitions of public sector
undertakings and corporations). Our
governments at the Centre and the
states make watches, motor cars, scoo-
ters and bicycles; bake bread; supply
milk and manufacture cloth to mention
only a few items of their enterprise. ln
other words, our governments do ev-
erything but govern!

How true the old Cujarati proverb that
when the king becomes a trader the
people become beggars. The people of
lndia (other than the beneficiaries of the
Permit-Licence-Quota Raj of course)
are alieady in penury.

svR

We have a government that cannot
govern, a Prime Minister who cannot
administer, a leader who cannot lead. A
hundred managers cannot make a lead-
er any more than a hundred midgets can
make a man. And a nation of seven hun-
dred fifty million lndians cannot be led by

midgets. ln a moment of aberraton,
these small men may have succeeded in
gaining power, but this moment is now
behind us and we can now see the reality
for what it is. When the next moment of
truth comes, and it will come soonner
than we think, this nation must not be

found wanting. This indictment is, there-
fore, also a warning that a nation must be

on its guard, particularly against those

who now presurne to lead it.

({Fronr a RJP Publication "Two years ot
Congress Misrule"
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Leadership for the 21sl Century
R.M. Lala

Dr, Johnson spoke of politics os the lost refuge of me scoundrel. ln lndio it hos become the scoundrel's

first choice, Could this trend be reversed? Will men of chorocter go into public life once ogoin ot
some costto themselves ond their coreers?

fu time and technologY advances,

the demands on leaders grow. And as

demands grow their weaknesses are

more readily exPosed; be theY the
weaknesses of Ronald Reagan in
Washington or Rajiv Candhi in New De-

lhi. The early decade of the Post-war
period had giants ruling some nations,
Adenauer in West CermanY, De Gaulle
in France, Churchill- though past his

best - in the U.K. Truman Proved a

formidable President in America. Nowa-

days the task of leadership is far more
complicated than ever before.

Think of the world of Roosevelt 50
years ago. Neither nuclear war, missiles,
space, terrorism, pollution or the oil
crunc.h inpinged upgn.his time and
aftention. His recent successors have

had to cope with all these.

On the lndian scene it is the same
story. The demands on leadershiP grow
but the calibre of leadership of the Con-
stituent Assembly and the first Parlia-
ment has not been equalled.

Even countries that once swaYed

empires seem to have shrunk on their
statesmanship. "Our leaders aPpear as

exceptional...not for their greatness but
their pettiness, not for their capacity to
inspire the nation but for their capacity
to depress it," comments British col-
umnist Peregrine Worsthrone, in The

Dailg Telegraph. He adds:

Leaders with Character
"To be a giant in public life today, is

almost impossible and even those
who do not start off as pigmies are all

too likely to be reduced to that stature

in the end... As a result potential rul-
ers tend to take their talents to other
fields."

The last sentence is especially true ab-

out lndia. Our potential rulers feel more
at home in business, industry and the
professions.

The leadership lndia produces rn the

21st Century will be related to the socie-

ty India strives to create between row
and 2000 A.D. ln pockets of Bihar, for
example, the Mafia are the politicalbos-
ses. lf they ever attain state power, it will
be difficult if not impossible to get out
of their grip. Dr. Johnson spoke of poli-
tics as the last refuge of the scoundrel.
ln Ir Cia it has become the scoundrel's
L,sr choice. Could this trend be re-
versed? Will men of character go into
public life once again at some cost to
themselves and their careers? The
answer to that question may be a deci-
sive factor in the good governance of
lndia.

Apart from political leadership we
need leadership at all levels, social, edu-
cational, industrial, above all the
bureaucratic.

The first requisite of civilised life is
leisure - leisure to think, to create, to
accomplish.

The other is adequate communica-
tion with fellow beings. ln the four years
I spent in the UK, never once do I recall
the phone going out of order or misbe-
having. ln lndia nowadays, the mo-
ments when some phones fully func-
tion are moments to be cherished. The
middle class which should throw up our
future leadership is pinned down to the
struggle for existence. After travelling
vast distances to work, hunting for a flat
or a gas cylinder, or getting admission
for a child at school, they have little time
or energy to spare for soclety or the
country. We have created the craze for
materialism accelerated by attractive
T.V. advertisements but we have not
created a climate conducive to the
formation of a refined civilisation.

Even granting we can attain . way ot
life more conducive to civilised exist-
ence, what kind of leadership will we
require in the ruler himself to hold lndia
together?

Conditions for Successful Leadership

The first condition of a successful

leader in a country as diverse as lndia is
the confidence of the minorities (espe-
cially the Muslims) and the lower castes
that the man at the top is not a com-
munalist or a sectionalist. He has to be-
long to the whole country. Our people
do not expect miracles in their condi-
tion, but they do expect fairness. T'he
Nehru family succeeded in shaping that
public image. This image is a historic
requirement from the time of Akbar.
When a ruler like Aurangzeb does not
have that fairness, an Empire crumbles.
Akbar belonged to a minority religion
and a race alien to the Hindus that con-
stituted lndia. He had the choice to rule
by the sword or by consent. After a brief
spell with the sword, he opted for rule
by consent. He married a Rajput prin-
cess and their son Jahangir became the
heir to the Moghul throne. "ln him",
said Jawaharlal Nehru, "the old dream
of a united lndia took shape, united not
only politically but organically fused into
one people."

ln his Hrstorg of lndia (Pelican Vol.ll)
Percival Spear says:

"Leaders, however inspired, are
not enough. lt has to be creative
leadership if it is to charm a mixed
people to cooperate in goodwill
rather than acquiesce through fear.
Akbar's stroke was to raise himself
from the position of the leader of a

minority lndo-Aryan foreign group
(the Muslims) to the accepted ruler
of all Hindustan."

I am quoting this because it is going
to be increasingly difficult for one man
t^ find acceptance in the whole of Hin-
dustan. we will be luclcy during the third
decade from now if one party can keep
some foothold all over lndia.

The future will require in our lead-
ership another quality Akbar had, which
Spear notes:

"He was more humane than most
rnen of his time and more tolerartt.

Frt..crlont Frrsl 5
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Above all he possessed the creative
imagination which can use success
to transform a situation rather than
humiliate an opponent and can use
the ordinary motives of the average
man for creativepurposes."
ln Nehru's time the Ministries were

powerful and so were several ministers.
A RafiAhmed Kidwai or a Maulana fuad
did not dance to the tune of the Prime
Minister or kow-tow to the staff of the
Prime Minister's office. lndira Gandhi
concentrated enormous power in her
own hands reaching out to control all
Ministries through the P.M.'s Office. She
made trerself great and her ministers
small.

Devolution of power to her Central
Cabinet and to the states will alone
make lndia governable in the years to
come. The temptation and tendency
will be to concentrate more and more at
the Prime Minister's Office. As Rajiv
Gandhi should realise by now, the P.M.
has neither the time nor energy to
attend to the flood of files and puny
man'in the P.M.'s Secretariat will drink
in the sweet juices of power. During the
last few years, lndia has become some-
what like a democratic monarchywhere
courtiers callthe tune. The P.M. may or
may not know of their doings but it is
the P.M. who is on the firing line.

OurAttitudes Need to Change

Over a decade ago, Prof. A.L.
Basham, author of "The Splendour that
was lndia", brought to bear on the fu-
ture his perspective of the past. He
wrote that lndia would respond to a

man of religion who would go into poli-
tics. He had another Gandhi in mind
whose religion was spacious and all
embracing.

Providence gave lndia a golden
opportunity in 1977 to write a new Page
of history, but Janata lost the oPportun-
ity. ln 1985 again a great chance came
and Rajiv Gandhi did so well, but by
1987 the magic vanished and shadows
of the arms deals swept over the coun-
try and his reputation.

Conservative as India is, entrencherl
in her old ways, she will have to alter her
attitudes of mind and work if the right
leadership is to emerge within the llext
decade.

Mr. R.M. LALA is the author of the best seller
Ir t Search of Leader ship

....8r*,,

I right to set up r,ioad.asting staticns f.,r

Writ Petition in the Bombay High Court

Mr. Minoo Masani, former Member of
Parliament and Mr. P C. Chatterjee, for-
mer Director Ceneral of All lndia Radio,
have filed a writ petition in the Bombay
Court challenging the Government of
lndia's monopoly in broadcasting
through All lndia Radio and Doordar-
shan.

The writ petition arose as a result of
the Union Government's rejection of an
application by Mr. Masani and Mr. Chat-
terjee for permission to set up an inde-
pendent broadcasting station for radio
and television in Western lndia .vith

medium power transmitters.
The Petitioners wished to form ? pur,,

lic limited company for the purpose
based in Bombay. The Board of Direc-
tors of this company would comprise
men and women of high standing and
integrity and with knowledge of the
technical aspects of media com-
munication.

On April 28, 1987, the Ministry of
Communications turned down the ap-
plication saying it would not be possible
tJ grant a license to set up a broadcast-
ing station.

Mr. Masani and Mr. Chatterjee con-
tend in theii writ petition that "under the
Constitution of lndia, these facilities
(broadcasting services) are open to the
Union of lndia, the State Government as
also to the people of lndia."

They had made it clear, in their ap-
plication to the Minister for lnformation
and Brodcasting that "the purpose in
establishing these broadcasting ser-
vices was to supplement what the Cov-
ernment Agencies were doing...in a
manner that would be objective, and
not committed, as the Government
Agencies Jre, to the official point of
view, both in regard to news and fea-
tures."

The writ petition draws attention to
the parallel between the freedom of the
Dress guaranteed under Article l9(1Xa)
and the freedom to express oneself
through the medium of radio and televi-
sion. 'T he "right to freedom of speech
and expression includes all forms ex-
pression which are necessary for com-
municatton bel*-een persons atlci the

radio and television."

Arguing that "it is manifestly in the
public interest to permit the dissemina-
tion of news by parties other than those
controlled and owned by the State" the
Petitioners point out that the "free flow
of information, and the voicing of opin-
ion, even if it be critical of the Govern-
ment, is basic to any democratic
society...The free press in this country
seryes, in a large measure, this vital and
basic function. However, the most po-
tent medium for disseminating news in
the country is wholly and solely within
the control of the Government...No
democratic government should be per-
mitted to exercise power to choose
what information and news should be
allowed to be disseminated and what
information and news should be sup-
pressed from the people. The Govern-
ment, through AIR and Doordarshan,
does precisely this...The only way in
which the citizens of this country can
obtain news and information in a free
and objective manner is by the creation
of broadcasting stations independent of
Covernment control..."

ln this connection, the Petitioners
have drawn attention to a study carried
out by the lndian Committee for Cultu-
ral Freedom and the lndian Liberal
Group to monitor the broadcast of the
News in English by Doordarshan. The
study, convering a period of ninety days
between April and August 1986, "clear-
ly establishes the biased manner in
which the news is broadcast, and, what
is worse, the manner in which impor-
tant news is suppressed."

The writ petition prays for a declara-
tion that Covernment's monopoly of
AIR and Doordarshan is u/tra urres Arti-
cles 14, 19(1)(a) and 19(1Xg) of the
Constitution of lndia and for the Court
to order the Government to permit the
establishment of broadcasting stations
for radio and television in the western
region of lndia alongside AIR and Door-
darshan.
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Communal conflict evolves out of
structural conditions which are different
from regional or caste conflict. Before
we delineate the conditions which
generate communal conflict, it is useful
to make clear the analytic distinction
between these different kinds of con-
flicts. Regional and communal move-
ments emerge out of aspirations of
"minorities by will", whereas the caste
based communities are "minorities by
force." Minorities by will seek to retain
their identity (whether of language, reli-
gion or sect).and therefore in a sense
their minority status. Minorities by force
seek assimilation or in the language of
lndian sociology, sanscritization, so as
also to claim for itself the culture of the
dominant status groups. The erucial
distinction between communalism and
regionalism is that the communal situa-
tion is characterized by tension between
culturally distinct but geographically in-
termingled communities, whereas in
the regional situation the demographic
spread of the communities seeking
protection for the regional culture is
such that it is economically viable and
allows for autonomously governable re-
gions.

Causes of Communal Conflict
In the caste situation or colour bar

the anger of communities who have
been isolated and concentrated by
force for centuries at the bottom of the
socio-economic ladder may be con-
tained through legislation. Nor is re-
gionalism an intractable problem since
it may be contained through dialogue
and negotiations fostering inter-
regional relations of give and take, and
at the extreme the creation of auton-
omously governable regions or even
secession. However the communal
problem, as we shall see is much more
intractable to policy options.

The potential for communal conflict
exists where the minority refuses to be
assimilated and where the population
distribution is such that the communal

The conditions which Generate communal
Conflicts Ratna Naidu

Regionolism is not on introctoble problerfl sirrco it moy be contoined through diologue ond
negotiotions fostering inter-regionol relotions of give ond toke, The communol problem is much more

introctoble to pol icy options,

virus would merely get exacerbated by
successful secessi<,n. The word "poten-
tial" must be underlined, for of course
culturally distinct communities co-exist
all over the world and in India in particu-
lar. The Pa.'secs, the Marwaris, the
Christians and until recently the Sikhs
also have been living in this plural state
syst'-m without too much difficulty. The
question then arises, when does the
potential for communal conflict be-
come potent?

There are three social conditions
which generate communal conflict.

First, the perception of a threat of
withdrawal of privileges, (social, econo-
mic andrpolitical) which is enjoyed by a
certain class of_ a cor-nmunity trigger a
process of self-fulfilling prophecy
whereby this class gets locked in com-
bat with the majority community. The
upper class Muslims were certainly fear-
ful of the consequences of withdrawal
of status in an independant lndia peo-
pled by Hindu majorities.lt is now being
speculated that the perception of threat
of withdrawal of economic and political
privileges which accured to the Jat Sikh
landlords, as the captains of the Creen
Revolution, made a major dent in
Hindu-Sikh relations.

Consider that new techonologies, in-
frastructure and support system were
extended by a governrqent in a vital
sector of the economy - that for more
food production. Consider that these
opportunities were perceived by a class
of the ethnic group whose reputation
for hard work, initiative and inclination
towards unbridled aggrandizement is
the stuff out of which fables are created.
Consider, again, that in less than a
dozen years the logic of the capitalist
mode of production enabled this small
minority to corner the bulk of the land
and the profits from the Creen Revolu-
tion while the pauperized landless
labourers spilled across the Puniab
countryside. Even as the impoverished
voters sought assurances from the poli-
tical elite, the captains of the Creen Re-
volution stoked Centre-State disagree-
ments on agricultural prices and poli-
cies, on river water disputes, and quan-
tum of central investments in the State
to provide outlets for the profits from
agriculture through the Akali Dal. Thus,
whereas elsewhere the Centre-State
problems have taken the form of re-
gionalism, the predilections of a class
allowed for a communal situation to de-
velop in the Punjab. The communal
ideology is the only one which could
camouflage the intra-community issues
of unemployment, inequality, depriva-
tion and pauperization of the masses -the social consequences of capitalist
agriculture in an underdeveloped eco-
nomy. To suction all the aggression
which are inherent to these issues and
direct them full blast to ethnic enemies,
lhe magic weave of the fundamentalist
of course is essential. The politicians in
the service of vested interests aid and
abet the fundamentalist to fudge all
class lines and to draw the community
into an ethnocentered seamless web.

Examples of this war of elites which
suction entire cornmunities into corn-
munal wars may be given by looking
into rrrany other countries as well. The
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resentment of the upper class Malays in
Malaysia against the Chinese, and the
Sinhalese elite against the Tamilians
were nurtured in their envy of the
prosperous immigrant communities
who are well equipped to be in the fore-
front of development activities in the
post-colonial decades. The "sons-of-
the-soil" in these countries made a de-
termined bid to capture economic and
political power and privileges, releasing
in its wake bitter communal wars.

Secondly, we must mention again
the problem of demographic spreads of
the communal minority among the
majority community. The communal
minority is spread among the majority
population in patterns which preclude
the possibility of containing the minority
within autonomously governable re-
gions. Ethnocentrism of the communi-
ties therefore cannot find normal ex-
pression through regional and seces-
sionist movements. The demographic
factor had always militated against any
solution to the Hindu-Muslim conflict
since Muslims were distributed in every
state of the lndian union. lt is obvious,
that the creation of Pakistan did not
solve anything but merely gave a new
lease of life to Hindu-Muslim conflict in
lndia. lndeed, one might speculate that
if Pakistan had not emerged so precipi-
tiously, at least two major lndian states
would have had muslim majority, and
the Hindu-Muslim differences could
have been negotiable in the framework
of centre-state relations.

The Demographic Factor
The demographic factor also mili-

tates against any territorial solution to
the Sikh-Hindu conflict. Whereas the
Sikhs are 60 per cent and the Hindus
are 38 per cent of the population in
Dunjab, the overwhelming majority, 69
per cent are Sikhs ,n the rural areas.
The Hindus are reduced to a minority
(29 per cent) in the rural areas. ln urban
areas the Hindus are 66 per cent and
Sikhs constitute 31 per cent of the
population. ln fact this pattern is repe-
ateC in every district in the Punjab. The
organic inter-dependence of town and
country would militate against any solu-
tion through the creation of Khalistan.
Thus the communal p'oblem is intract-
able to political solutions because the
communal minorig has social, political
and cultural ambitions which are
aborted by discontinuities in its demog-
raphic spread. Of course the size of the
minority urs-a-urs the majority has a
great deal to do with the extent to which
these can be fanned. One might add
that the demographic factor would have
the same impact also when there is a
threat to ethnic majorities through
"over-foreignization", of the population
through the inflow of immigrant com-
munities as in the case of Assam, and
:s in the emerging situation in the Dar-
jeeling district.

The simmering discontent due to the
spread effect of the frustrations of the
elite, and the demographic factors out-

lined above, could in different cultural
and historical contexts disappear, or at
least need not necessarily turn patltolo-
gical or self-destructiue, a psychologic-
al condition which is essential to com-
munal conflict. This, indeed, is the third
condition which generates communal
conflict.

This is the condition of the contin-
nous deepening of hate in the memory
bank of the ethnic groups. Once ethnic
conflict enters the path of violence, hate
begins to get recorded on the grooves
of memory such that for generations to
come the ethnic groups organize them-
selves against each other not to win
economic or political battles but to set-
tle the residue of psychological hurts
from earlier battles. Such are the patho-
logical elements in Hindu-Muslim rela-
tions.'Such is the story of hurt and
humiliation with reference to Hindu-
Sikh relations today. I have witnessed
this self-destructive communal bitter-
ness in Malaysia during my field-work
there, the same bitterness exists be-
tween the communities in Sri Lanka
and other countries which suffer from
the communal dilemma. lt is therefore
of the utmost importance that we find
ways and means to halt the current ter-
rorism, both State terrorism and terror-
ism of the people against one another.

DR. RATNA NAID0 is Head of the DePartrnent

of Sociology, Central University, Hyderabad
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When I wrote Our lndia for lndian
children in 1940, I quoted a beautiful
Bengali poem by Jasimuddin which
was by way of a prayer to the Rain Cods:

'Black Cloud, come down, come
down;
Flower-bearing Cloud, come down,
come;
Cloud like cotton, Cloud like dust,
O let your sweat pour down !

Blind Cloud, Blind Cloud, come,
Let your twelve Brother Cloudlets
come,
Drop a little water that wc
May eat good rice.

Straight Cloud, Stronq Cloud, come,
Lazy Cloud, Little Cloud, corne,
I wil! sell the jewel in rr15' rrose arrri h1ly
An umbrella for your head I

Freedom Firsl B

Drought-A Man-made Problem

Soft Rain, gently fall,
In the house the plough neglected lies,
ln the burning sun the farmer dies,
O Rain with laughing-face, come !

I had assumed that as soon as we got
freedom, we would attend to the needs
of irrigation and see that we were no
more at the mercy and caprices of the
Rain Cods.

Little did l.imagine that in 1987, I

would read a headline in the newspap-
:rs: 'M.D. Students Pray to Rain Cod'.
The rcason for this tragic situation is
that for the last forty years orrr Covern-
ment in Delhi has consistently neg-
lected the need for irrigation in this
country in favour of Governntent Steel
Plants which produce the costliest steel
in the world. As my fnend Jayapraliash

used to lament 'lf only there had been a
tube well dug in each village in place of
these giant steel plants'! But then Nehru
was a blind admirer of Stalin and liked
to ape him and his priorities.

When ministers of the Union or State
Governments wring their hands at the
current drought as if it was an infliction
of Nature, let them realise that they and
their predecessors in office are the guil-
ty men who have kept lndia at the mer-
cy of the Rain Cods and put steel plants
in advance of agriculture and irrigation.
The drought is a man-made problem.

Minoo Masani
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De-mythifying Mino rily Rights

Lionel Fernandes

Minorities hove every rightto expectthottheir distinctive group identities be recognized ond
sofeguorded ogoinst obuse or discriminotion, But do they hove the right to develop vested inierests in

perpetuoting fundomentolist ond obscurontisttroditions onci proctices within their fold?

The question of minority rights has
increasingly come into focus in the
co4text of both national and interna-
tionaL affairs. This is a welcome de-
velopment in as much as concern for
the dignity, interests and rights of hu-
man groups that find themselves in a
minority on the basis of race, language
or religion reflects an advance in hu-
man consciousness without which hu-
man civilization cannot march ahead.
This indeed has been the entire burden
of historical experience the world over.
The suppression of minorties has in-
evitably been counter-productive in that
the majorities themselves have had to
Pay an unacceptably high price for it
over the long term. lt is therefore no
expression of a condescending benevo-
lence on the part of majorities that
minority rights should be respected and
given some sort of guarantee against
abuse, but rather the result of hard-
learned lessons born of social strife be-
tween majorities and minorities over
several generations.

Minority Rights lndispensable
To confine our attention to the

national context, it does not require any
extraordinary degree of enlightenment
to realise the wisdom behind constitu-
tional guarantees for ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities that are scat-
tered throughout the length and breath
of our country. These guarantees are
the indispensable links that forge
national unity and solidarity out of a
highly pluralistic society. They link
minority groups to the political system,
to the majority groupings as well as to
one another in a broadly adaptive and
integrative socio-political pattern, which
notwithstanding the surface impression
of amorphousness, affords an elasticity
and flexibility that makes for durability.
Without these guarantees, it would be
difficult, if not impossible, to create
among the minorities a sense of identi-
fication with the political system and of

belonging to the national community.
And in a highly heterogeneous society
like ours, where even majority gro'Jp-
ings in one region will find themselves
in a minority lituation in other regions,
and where the so-called majoiity is
more of a legal fiction tlran a sociolo-
gical fact, being in reality more of a
honey-comb of minorities clustered
together without a central organizing
principle, it makes eminent practical
sense to extend constitutional protec-
tion to ethnic linguistic and religious
minorities. lndeed, lndia could very
accurately be described as a land of
minorities.

But Can Minority RighLs Be Counter'-
Productive?

Having said all this, one cannot failto
notice a disturbing trend in our contem-
porary national life. lt is that of a grow-
ing' minority consciousness' among in-
creasingly vociferous sections of the
national community. One could not
quarrel with a healthy'consciousness' if
it were not that it often borders on a
'cornplex' that does not augur well for
national life. Minorities have every right
to expect that their distinctive group
identities be recognized and safe-
guarded against abuse cr discrimina-
tion. But do they have the right to de-
velop vested interests in prepetuating
fundamentalist and obscurantist tradi-
tions and practices within their fold?
Should they be permitted to virtually set
up a state within the State by allowing
their leaders to exact levies, impose
sanctions and call for holy wars, while
often suffering places of worship to be-
come hotbeds of sedition, social strife
and.crime? Do the rights of minorities
include the prerogative to keep sections
of their respective cornrnurrities in prot-
racted bondage, or to deny individuals
or groups from minority communities
the right of access to the civil authorities

- executive, legislative or judicial - ltor

the redressal of their grievances, some
of which may arise precisely from the
peculiar conditions prevalling within
their respective mirrority groups or
sects? Do minority rights mean that
educational and other institutions run
by them should claim exemption from
conformity with rational rules evolved
by the public authorities for the general
good of the civic community? Can
minority-run schools, colleges and hos-
pitals be given a'carte blanche to deal
with their employees in the manner they
deem fit in respect of recruitment and
terms and conditions of service, with no
government interference, on the
ground that they are minority institu-
tions and enjoy special constitutional
protection?

These are some of the questions that
need to be faced if national cohesion is
not to be hostage to sectarian de-
mands. lt is a matter of experience and
observation that not all versions of
minority rights can stand scrutiny on
rational, socio-scientific criteria. Some
such versions would conflict with the
principle of sexual equality by relegating
the females of a particular community
to a position of subordination, dis-
advantage and inferiority vis-a-vis the
males of that community. Other ver-
sions would conflict with the require-
ments of public order by permitting
some citizens to carry weapons while
others would be denied that right. Still
other versions would militate against
present-day norms of hygiene in the
matter of disposal of the dead. Yet other
versions would put a disproportionate
amount of power and patronage in the
hands of clerical elements within cer-
tain minority communities, thereby
diluting the princrple of equality before
the law on the basis of which every

nrocjern national community is built
antJ sustained.

Wanted a National Civil Code

lf rrrodet'rritv in an integral sense is
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predicated on a humane, rational and
scientific outlook on life, it follows that
any State that claims to be modern in
its set-up and its objectives cannot
afford to take a neutral or passive stand
on socio-political questions affecting
various sections of the national com-
munity, not excluding the minorities. lf it
did so, it would land itself in the anoma-
lous situation of being all things to all
men and therefore not much to any-
body in particular. lt would surrender its
leadership role to retrogressive ele-
ments whose appetite would only grow
with the feeding. Such a weak-kneed
State could not effectively promote a
common citizenship based on equitably
shared benefits and burdens and on
rationally allocated rights and responsi-
bilities. There would be a bewildering
variety of civil regulations applicable to
various sections of the purportedly
national community and this could not
but weaken the fabric of the polity. All
this points in the direction of an urgent-
ly required - and sadly missing -
National Civil Code that would effective-
ly weld lndia's disparate majority -
minority groupings into a modern
national community. This does not
mean that the minimum common de-
nominator of national life in all civil mat-

ters would be laid down and adhered to.
There seems to be no other reasonable
way to undermine the worrisome phe-
nomenon of communalism that never
seems to go away notwithstanCing the
many administrative and political mea-
sures taken or sought to be taken to
date. After all, cornnunalism is nothing
if not the symptorr, of an exaggerated
sense of community separateness
which manifests itself in the typical
siege mentality which in turn engenders
antagonism towards any other com-
munity perceived as a threat to the
identity of one's own community.

Cultural Pluralism and Civil Authority
Pluralism is cultural, religious and

even political matters is one thing, and
is not only to be tolerated but even en-
couraged as a source of enrichment.
But pluralism in civil matters is a diffe-
rent proposition as it prevents civil au-
thority from exercising its essential
overarching societal function of mediat-
ing between individuals and groups on
the basis of common perceptions of
rights and obligations, benefits and bur-
dens. When personal laws are pre-
empted from the scope of direct civil
jurisdiction, a very sizeable chunk of au-
thority is taken away from the public do-

','-r-:t l:l:a$:tfr!

main and is vested in less representa-
tive individuals and groups who claim
allegiance from their followers on a tra-
ditional, ascriptive basis rather than on
a rational-legal one. Thus obscurantism 

_

gains many an entry point into the body
politic and the rational-legal elements
of the state are constantly pitted against
the traditional ascriptive elements that
have been given an official status within
the system. This is a fatal flaw built into
the system and needs to be rectified at
the earliest. lt is incongruous to have a 1

common penal and criminal procedure 
1

code without a corresponding civilcode 
;

applicable to all individuals and groups
within the national community. It is time
we spoke of common human rights,,
applicable to majorities and minorities 

,

alike, and took meaningful steps to- l

wards the formulation of a truly enlight-
ened, secular National Civil Code that
could be introduced on a voluntary
basis in the first instance and that could
serve as a pilot project for a more de-
finitive one to follow in the proximate
future. lt is in this positive sense that
minority rights need to be de-mythified.

DR. UONEL FERMNDES teaches
lnternational Relations at the Bombay
University.
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n lndustrial Policlf for the 21sl Century

)ur country is making determined
rts to enter the 21st century as a

rificant industrial power. The essen-
components of an appropriate

rtegy for ushering our country into
21st century as a significant indust-
power can be summed up as basi-
ty four:technology transfer, import
rstitution, product-quality improve-
:nt and man-power or human re-
rrces planning.

lhe first two components (viz tech-
logy transfer and import substitution)
ply fighting a battle on many fronts. lt
,olves fighting the vested interests in
r,orted technology, evolving an
propriate import substitute strategy,
d finally developing our own R E D.

Today we have numerous vested in-
:ests in imported technology, These
e the people whose interest in im-
rrted technology stems only from
rnsiderations of private profit and not
)m any long-term national PersPec-
,e. Today our private sector imports
chnology mainly for the production of
)nsumer goods such as cars and tele-
sions. One industrial unit is even
nown to have imported technology for
re preparation of potato chips. This
rust stop. Covernment should onlY

llow import of technology for the capit-
I goods sector and here too strictly for
re purpose of enabling it to bridge the
:chnological gap. As of today, we
ppear to be modernizing our non-
ssential sector at the expense of the
ital capital goods sector.

echnology Transfer
The first requisite of a good technolo-

y transfer policy is to have a clear idea
f what we want and what is good for
s. We must be judicious in the selec-
>n and choice of Technology. Rather
ran make a fetish of importing every
ew technolo(ry, we must weigh the
Cvantages and disadvantages of every
ew technology independently for
urselves. No technology transfer is

orthwhile if it does not serve the coun-
y's number one priority programme ot
iminating poverty. it rs lreatletring to
cte that the Prime Minister once
bserved in parliament that he will not

Todoy our privote sector
imports technology moinly for
the production of consumer

goods such os cors ond
television sets, This must stop,

Government should only
ollow import of technology
forthe copitol goods sector

strictly for bridging the
technologicol gop,

be deterred from introducing the latest
technology in industry by the unin-
formed cry of the ideologues that it
would lead to a steep rise in unemploy-
ment. There is considerable scope for
science and technology, he observed,
to be taken to the rural areas in order to
fight poverty and backwardness. At the
same time care will have to be taken to
see that technology transfer does not
destroy the science and technology
base already so painstakingly de-
veloped or hinder the development of
local R€'Defforts.

While on the subject of technology
transfer, it is necessary to em3hasise
one otlrer point. lt is necessary for us to
develop the necessary negotiating
skills. This is because the really signifi-
cant technologies (especially in the de
fcnce industry) are not to be had for the
asking. Yet, thanks to the keen competi-
tion anrong western nations, it is rr:t all

A.H, Doctor

that difficult to get the technology we
want provided we know how to negotiate
for it.

lmport Substitution Strategt

A judicious and well planned technol-
ogy transfer policy must be accompa-
nied by an appropriate import substitu-
tion strategy. We don't have to substi-
tute everything we import. The cost of
substitution is an important factor. Un-
less it is a strategic component, it
makes no sense if a component costing
a dollar is substituted by an indigenous
product costing a thousand rupees.
The second factor an import substitu-
tion strategy cannot afford to ignore is
the time factor. We can illafford to take
our own sweet time to develop a substi-
tute process or technology because,
then, by the time we do so, a new or
better technology will have already re-
placed it or rendered it obsolete.

Ultimately the aim of our import sub-
stitution strategy must be to develop a

whole new product. ln other words, we
need to develop fundamental research
(not merely a single process substitut-
ing research) which will push our scien-
ce and technology to the frontier areas.
For instance, in the field of agriculture,
our scientists must evolve appropriate
crop technologies such as early matur-
ing, high yielding, drought resistant
varieties. ln like manner, they'could
concentrate on developing moisture
conserving technologies.

The third vital component of our in-
dustrial policy relates to the improve-
ment of the quality of our products. To-
day many private and public sector
companies can get away with giving the
consumer a low quality product thanks
mainly to the near monopoly position
they enjoy. Hence the crying need of the
day is to permit as much competition
as possible and dismantle all cumber-
some and obstructive controls. Where
this is not feasibldor desirable, govern-
ment must introduce qualiry control
rneasUres.

Yet another thing we can do bY waY

of improving the quality of our products
is, as the Prinre Minister has suggested,
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concentrate on a few select areas,
wherein in five or ten years, we can be-
come the leaders of technology, say, in
family planning products, high yielding
drought resistant seed varieties etc.

Finally since the quality of products is

intimately linked with R €' D and innova-
'riveness in industry, and since experi-
ence shows that meaningful R e' D and
innovativeness is highly co-related with
the degree of concentration and size,
government must allow firms to expand
or grow to a size commensurate with
meaningful R t' D activity and innova-
tiveness.

Human Resource Development

The final component of our new in-
dustrial policy will have to be man-
power and human resource planning. !f
we have to produce the man-power our
industry will require by the 21st century,
then, planning for that must begin right
now. Three factors need urgent atten-
tion. Firstly, since the base for all man-
power and human resources planning
is universal elementary (standards one

to six) education, we must achieve this
goal at the earliest possible. This is why
the Seventh Plan and the National
Education Policy both lay emphasis on
and hope to achieve this goal by 1990
when it is expected that elementary
education will have covered nearly 92%
of the population in the age group of six
to fourteen. Seconctly, we have to
strengthen the vocational element in
secondary education; and thirdly, work
for greater co-ordination and co-
operation between universities and in-
dustry.

Our underlying objective behind all
this endevour must be human resource
development creating a scientific tem-
per, which is different fronr setting up a
few laboratories manned by highly
trained scientists. lf we develop that
temper first then scientists and indige-
nous technology will naturally grow out
of that.

Finally an important aspect of our
human resource planning policy will
have to be preventing the brain drain.
For this it is necessary for us to develop

those industries which will help retain
our brightest graduates at home. To
mention just one such industry- com-
puter software. We have a large trained
man-power in this area and there is a
tremendous demand for lndian-made
computer software particularly in the
USA. The products imported by the feiv
companies in the field - Tata Bur-
roughs, Computronics lndia and the
units in the Free Trade Zone of Bombay

- have been very well received in the
American markets. Government policy
must aim at helping such industries to
develop on a priotity basis as it will not
only check but perhaps even reverse
the brain drain.

DR. A.H. DOCTOR is Head of the Dept. of
Political Science University of Goa.

The ideas I stand for are not mine.

borrowed them from Socrates.
swiped them from Chesterfield.
stole them from Jesus. And Put
them in a book. lf you don't like their
rules, whose would you use?

- Dale Carnegie
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The'Dog'that Barks !

The 30-day interrogation of Rajiv
Candhi via the press by the noted
lawyer and former MP, Ram Jethmalani,
has stirred a hornet's nest of con-
troversy in all strata of lndian society.
The 300-plus questions posed by Jeth-
malani cannot be dismissed as mere
hearsay by any literate person because
they carry an astonishing number of de-
tailed particulars about the Bofors arms
deal, the Fairfax affair, and the private
shenanigans of the Prime Mirrister and
his friends. What's more, the questions
are based on intensive research and
travel by Ram Jethmalani, who has
spent much time and effort in Sweden,
Switzerland and ltaly to formulate his
queries to the Prime Minister. Rajiv Gan-
dhi's failure to respond meaningfully to
the questions is surely an indication of
embarassment and of being caught on
the wrong foot.

With the Prime Minister declining to
undergo Jethmalani's interrogation, the
public's reaction has varied from ex-
pression of outrage against Jethmalani
to resigned acceptance of the Prime
Minister's guilt. Here are some exam-

KamalWadhwa

Rom Jethmoloni's morothon questioning of the Rojiv regime hos set o heolthy precedent,
The questions ore o potentwoy of rollying onti-Gondhiforces now scottered ond

demorolised by yeors of bickering

ples of the mindless vitriol directed at
the jurist:

"The dog who barks at a thief is a

domestic dog but you are a street dog
who cannot distinguish (between)
thieves and gentlemen but barks
airnlessly. lt seems your father is some-
one other than the man you call father."

(Signed)

A friend of your son's wife.

or:
"Dear Rascal Ram Jethmalani,
You are helping terrorists and de-
fending cold-blooded murderers of
our late beloved PM lndira Gandhi.
You are really traitor of our country.
Once you have run away. You must
run away immediately"

(Unsigned)

Of course, there were encouraging
and positive opinions, too, such as the
following excerpt printed in the Cuf
Neu.rs of July 14, 1987:

...'We do not have a qualified opposi-
tion whom we can trust or who can
effectively take up the matter of im-
portance to that level either in Parlia-

ment or in public. Therefore, it is no-
thing but natural that an enlightened
citizen like Ram Jethmalani has to
voice his feelings and grievances
through a reputed lndian newspap-
er...

"...Here the culprit is Rajiv Gandhi. He
as 'Mr. Clean' should not have teft
Ram Jethmalani unchallenged. As a
renowned lawyer of class, Ram Jeth-
malani is determined to prove what
he says. But by taking refuge under
the immunity and protection offered
in the lndian Constitution, our Prime
Minister is playing a hide and seek
game for the last six months."

Corruption - The Only lssue
The issue that is foremost in the pub-

lic consciousness, however, is the prob-
lem of corruption. This fact was evi-
denced by the large number of letters
received in Jethmalani's office narrating
personal experiences. Wrote one reader
to Jethmalani:

"Corruption has created havoc with
the lives of the people, particularly the
salaried and the unemployed
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whether upper or middle class. lt has
encouraged inefficiency, crime and
disrespect for Law. Today a criminal
anti-social element has no fear of the
law. So also crooked businessmen.
By witnessing all this, you have
started using your pen which is slowly
takng effect.. lf we can succeed in
forcing ourselves from this corrupt
government, I am sure there will be
real peace. The first thing that could
happen is every corrupt minister/
official should be sacked. Not only
will prices of all essential items come
down, but the Qovernment may even
have to reduce income tax drastical-
|y..."

Some supporters of the Prime Minis-
ter, bridling against the charges of cor-
ruption levelled at their leader by Jeth-
malani, took the opportunity to pose
their own questions to the peripatetic
advocate. One Major Malhotra won-
dered how much Jethmalani had
earned by way of advocacy and consul-
tancy and whether the payment was
made by cash or by cheque. He asked:

Did Jethmalani disclose his full in-
come in his income tax returns?
Could he produce his books of
accounts and show how much he
spent on his trip to Sweden to un-
earth evidence against Gandhi?

These questions were somewhat
pointless as in public meetings Jeth-
malani has consistently denied evading
income tax even affirming that his tax
returns were on public record and open
to inspection. As to the query on his
Swedish trip, it is a well-known fact that
he has an international reputation and a

circle of distinguished friends overseas

- a point also repeatedly and publicly
stressed by him.

Major Malhotra also asserted that the
Prime Minister was not bound to answer
any question from anyone unless it was
raised in Parliament as a starred or un-
starred question. He added that if the
Prime Minister were to answer Jeth-
malani's questions, then he would be
forced to answer every question posed
to him by any of the 800 million people
of lndia. Malhotra conveniently over-
looked Jethmalani's standing as a jurist
and national leader with an undenrable
locus standr to ask sucl"r questions. But
then most of Jethmalani's detractors
have failed to make out a logical case
for ignoring his questiorrs.

There were scnl'-' responses addrcr-

sed to Jethmalani from eminent perso-
nalities of the ruling party, too, who
rushed to defend their beloved prime
Minister in any way they could. Most of
these Congress-l figures did not bother
to weigh the facts published by Jeth-
malani but succumbed to near hysteria
in their defence <,f Rajiv Candhi.

Antulay to the Defence
Former Chief Minister of Maharashtra

Abdul Rahman Antulay, was another
public figure to react quickly and ser-
vilely to Jethmalani's crusade against
the former's leader. Of course, his
approval of the Prime Minister's epithet
"barking dog" in relation to Jethmalani
was understandable; the one-time chief
minister faces a long court battle with
every possibility of being convicted of
corruption. Read this excerpt from
Antulay's letter to the lndian Express:

"At whom Jethmalani, at one time or
another, has not barked? Has he not
barked at the Supreme Court as an in-
stitution when he gave an interview in
late 1985 to Probe? Didn't he then
blackmail this apex judicial forum when
he said to the effect that 'should I not
get justice (in the Anthulay case) at the
hands of the Supreme Court, I'll expose
it even by committing contempt of
court?'

Of course, Anthulay's letter was
irrelevant to the questions posed to the
Prime Minister by Ram Jethmalani. The
former Chief Minister is waqing a per-
sonal vendetta against the jurist who
has successfully ended the career of
this Congress-l stalwart. Antulay's fu-
rore against his nemesis was based on
a mixture of fantasy and downright non-
sense. He compared Rajiv Candhito an
elephant and Jethmalani to a toothless
dog. According to the former chief
minister, an elephant like Rajiv Candhi
"walks" while a dog like Ram Jethmala-
ni "barks!" Antulay then digressed to
the subject of lndira Candhi's regime
and qccused the noted barrister of
being a sworn enemy of the Nehru
farnily. He concluded his tirade with the
crude statement;

"...There is nothing new, therefore, in
his bark at Prime Minister kajiv Can-
dhi. A dog has to act upon its own
base, animal instrnctl But, lo arrd be-
lrold, the bark cannot at all be at Her
shmann who has been barkinq at the
two respectable .1udges of our >up-
renre Court inspite of the 'barking'

claim of 'a consistent public .ecord of

upholdin g j u dicial i nteg r itg and inde-
pendance...' But what can Jethmala-
ni do? His bark is in obedience to a
foreign whistle. His instinct won't
work unless the whistle emits 'chhul'
ln the circumstance, what can Rajiv
Candhi do?..."

The vindictive outpouring of the
Antulays will remain etched for some
time in the public mind; what is likely to
be iorgotten is the more serious deli-
beration sparked by Ram Jethmalani's
interrogation of Rajiv Gandhi. For ex-
ample, the Punjab Sikh Lawyers Coun-
cil (PSLC) issued a weighty statement in
Ludhiana on June 19 defending Jeth-
malani:

"The Punjab Sikh Lawyers Council
here today in its emergency meeting
deplored the remarks made by the
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi against
Mr. Ram Jethmalani, an eminent jur-
ist and President of the 'Lawyers for
Democracy' that he (Rajiv) was not
bound to reply (to) every dog that
barks - thereby equating Mr. Ram
Jethmalani with a dog, when he
made charges of corruption against
the Prime Minister in the case of (the)
Bofors kickbacks.'

"These remarks cannot but be re-
garded as unworthy of (the) high
office Mr. Gandhi holds. Even a block
level leader would have thought twice
before making such remarks."
Whatever the merits of Jethmalani's

questions, there is a consensus in many
liberal ciicles in lndia that Rajiv Gan-
dhi's denigration of his accuser was in
poor taste.As the prolific letter writer, l.V.
Mahbubani explained ta the lndian Ex-
press:

"...That Mr. Jethmalani has done his
homework to shoot off a ten-point
fusillade of charges against the P.M.
for the next one month is easy to
understand but Mr. Rajiv Gandhi
should have maintained silence. He
should have waited to see what more
munitions Mr. Jethmalani was ex-
ploding before coming out with
another explanation or taking a legal
course. By making a boorish and ob-
jectionable remark, he has given the
game away. lt is now too late in the
day for him to retrieve the situation by
crossing swords with the noted jur-
ist.'

The lntellcctuals'Response
The mort-- potent responses to Jeth-

rnalani's questions. however, came
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from intellectuals such as Opendra
Baxi. Wrote Baxi in the July issue of Lex
et Jurls - the Law Magazine:

"The statement attributed by the /n-
dian Express to the Prime Minister,
which is neither confirmed nor de-
nied so far, was made in the context
of Ram Jethmalani's very specific
allegations of corruption in the
Bofors deal directed at the Prime
Minister himself. Asked for his re-
sponse, the Prime Minister is said-to
have said that he does not propose to
answer every dog that barks.

Constitution of India. lt is clear to his
insightful mind that if all lndian
citizens were to be imbued by watch-
dogism, the Constitution will be dis-
rupted. lf we read the emerging cor-
pus of canine jurisprudance as a
whole, we find Ram Jethmalani ex-
pounding on the consequence of
such watchdogism. He was able to
say to the Prime Minister that his 'late

mother and late brother' had de-
veloped a 'healthy respect' for him.
Now Moopanar's logic becomes irre-
sistibly clear. The Constitution is dis-

the ranks of the ruling regime. Baxi's
stance was a fitting tribute to Jethmala-
ni's crusade and will certainly shake up
the reticent members of the Bar who to
date have not ventured to take sides in
the controversy surrounding the Prime
Minister.

Using Wealth in the National lnterest

Whatever the limitations of the re-
sponse elicited by Ram Jethmalani, his
marathon questioning of the Rajiv reg-
ime has set a healthy precedent. The
questions are a particularly potent way
of rallying the anti-Candhi forces now
scattered and demoralized by years of
bickering. The Janata experiment of
1977 may not be duplicated but Jeth-
malani's message of a two-party repub-
lic has fallen on receptive ears. Judging
from the events in the past few weeks,
the formation of an anti-corruption
front is certainly in the offing. The ques-
tion is whether these scattered disorga-
nized movements will coalesce into an
opposition party with the strength to
challenge the Congress-l's self-styled
arbiters of the nation's fate. Another
subsidiary question is whether the cur-
rent upheaval will produce a leader of
national stature and prestige to counter
the dynastic rule of the Nehru family.

These are turbulent times for the ln-
dian republic. A nation which idealizes
poverty and has conducted a relentless
campaign against its wealthy citizens,
has been rudely aroused by a jet-setting
lawyer who has spared no expense for
the success of his mission. Given the
resource constraints facing even the
most vigilant citizens, how can any lndi-
an launch an international investigation
on the scale mounted by Ram Jeth-
malani? The message is clear: lndia
needs more wealthy citizens and inde-
pendent centres of power with the
wherewithal to finance accountability
exercises. The benighted masses of In-
dia are blind in their devotion to their
leaders; they cannot reason with their
oppressors especially when they are so
dependent on the Central Government
for survival. Ram Jethmalani has shown
what education and a modicum of
wealth can accomplish in a poor coun-
try.

MR Kr'OlAL WADHWA is Assistant Editor of Lex

et juris - Tlte Law Magazine

"Jethmalani agrees with the Prime
Minister, when he says, in his open
letter to the Prime Minister, that dogs
bark only when they see thieves,
Jethmalani is not making any empir-
ical statement concerning the be-
haviour of lndian dogs nor about
thieves. lf it is true that lndian dogs
bark every time they see a thief, they
would literally never stop barking!

"... it will be a sheer distortion to
say that Ram Jethmalani called Rajiv
Candhi a thief. Both the worthy gent-
lepersons were merely exercising
their democratic right to freedom of
speech and expression; neither was
engaged in name-calling; both re-
spected the dignity of discourse so
vital to the preservation of democra-
tic culture; and both thus helped to
secure the future of democratic
dignity for the cominq generations.
"Unlike the lawy-ers, an acute under-
standing of metaplrorical speech was
provided by C.K. Moopanar, speak-
inC fr.t. rlls (srrgreS-1. He ..ir.cused

Ranr Jethmalani of distuplirrg th.:
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rupted when the flow of healthY re-

spect is inverted. ln MooPanar's
analysis 'healthy respect' is due from
the citizens to their rulers and not vice

versa. A reversalwill endanger consti-
tutional democracY in India.

We thus witness an important fis-
sion in the evolving school of canine
jurisprudence. The cential juris-
prudential question entailed here is:

Should citizens be sleeping dogs or
watch-dcgs? The Moopanar sub-
school affirms that the Constitution
contemplates the sleeping-dog role
for the lndian citizens; the Jethmalani
sub-school affirms the opposite."
Upendra Bdxi's exposition of the

'canine jurisprudence," detailed in the
prece.Jing paragraphs, was one of the
rare instances of support for Ram .Jeth-

malani from the Indian intelligentsia. ln
public meetings addressed by him,
Jethmalani has repeatedly castigated
lndian intellectuals for failing to respond
to his mission to expose cor-ruption in
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A few weeks back I received a letter
from my old acquaintance, Mr. Rama
Swarup, which made me rather sad. He

has given an anguished account of the
treatment to which he is subjected and
his financial plight and has appealed for
financial assistance. Since Mr. Rama
Swarup has been a good friend I am
requesting the editors to publish this
short note and extracts from Mr.
Rama Swarup's letter dated 13th June
1 987.

Unfortunately none of us are men or
women of affluence and can only make
a modest response to his appeal. I shall
be glad if any reader of Freedom First
who reads this issue sends his or her
contribution to the editors of Freedom
First who will pass on the money to Mr.

Rama Swarup. A cheque in favour of
Mr. Rama Swarup will not be of much
help because, as he points out, his bank
account has been frozen and he cannot
operate it.

It is sad that, athough the High Court

of Delhi released him on bail, the Sup-
reme Court went back on that humane
decision and gave him partial bail li-
mited to house confinement. He has

mentioned the disgraceful conditions to
which he has been subjected. All this
because he is charged with a breach of
the Official Secrets Act.

As I have said elsewhere, I am not in a
position to comment on those charges
but, even assuming they are true, the
denial of bail for over two years and the
restraints to which he is now subjected
are a disgrace to democracy and re-
flects poorly on the course of justice in
our country.

One of the worst fiascos we have had
in Bombay for a long time took place
on 9th August when the Prime Minister
tried to re-enact the adoption of the
Quit lndia resolution at Gowalia Tank
maidan. The Statesman quite rightly
carried its Bombay correspondent's re-
port under the title: "Day of Dishonour
for Freedom Fighters".

Except for Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali there
were no leading members of the Quit
lndia agitation present. Mr. Achyut Pat-
wardhan, Mr. Morarji Desai, Mr. S.M.
Joshi and Dr. Ushaben Mehta all re-
fused to accept the invitation, wisely
anticipating what kind of 'tamasha' it
would tum out to be. Aruna Asaf Ali is of
course a charming woman and I had
the pleasure of co-operating with her in
the underground from 1942 onwards.
But, later on, she blotted her copy book
by becoming a communist fellow
traveller and by being given a Soviet
Peace Prize which is normally awarded
for services to the communist cause.

This reminds me of an amusing de-
velopment which happened many years
ago. General S.S. Sokhey, the Head of
the Haffkine lnstitute, was once
awarded some peace prize on the re-
commendation of a fellow scientist,
Professor Joliot-Curie. This he
accepted. A little later, Mr. Romesh
Chandra, a communist functionary who
represented lndia on the Comintern,
aproached Ceneral Sokhey and asked
for the prize money. Ceneral Sokhey ex-
pressed great surprise and asked,
'why?' to which Mr. Romesh Chandra
explained that these prizes were really
intended for the local communist pafi
and was not to be pocketed by the per-

sons so honoured. Ceneral Sokhey told
Romesh Chandra, quite rightly, to climb
a tren and kept the money. I hope Mrs.
Asaf Ali did the same.

I myself was ciuite rightly not invited

and given the pleasure of turning down

the invitation because I wasn't present

at Cowalia Tank maidan on 9th Auqust
1942. But, in response to the plea of my
good friend Jayaprekash Narain who

The Persecution of Rama Swarup
An Appeal for Help

Respected Masaniji,

Many thanks for your letter of 27th May together with the clipping of Slatesrnan in
which you have kindly made reference to me...

There is a guard of police of 28 people repeat 28 people around the clock at mg
house. I am allowed to meel angbodg - but in the presence of police officer. Mg
telephone lines haue been out. Mail is censored. And mg Sqan Singh office has
been burgled on 9th May 1987 bg the landlord with the help of the police, and all
mg office record, files and fumiture taken awag. Photo copg machine and tgpe-
writers etc. I haue reported the matter to he police - but no action so far. Theg are
keeping quiet. If someone comes to meet me he is harassed bg he police next dag.
lam isolated.

It utill take 54 montlls more before the case is decided. I wanted to haue a
tgpist - request tumed doun. Bank account is frozen. Mg wife's accounl is
opened bg he Delhi High Court but the State is going for appeal to the Supreme
Court. Hdw I uill liue. Who will giue me to eat?

I need at least 3 - 4 lakhs to fight he case. Mg wife has soldjeuellery. I don't
know what will happen to me after 2 - 3 monlls - uthen I will haue nothing to
eat.

I need gour help. Could gou please raise some funds for me Euen one rupee
uill be of help lo me...

It is all KCB. and Red China which haue landed me into trouble... I utill keep it
up mA fighl against communism.

Yours

(Rama Swarup)

Freedorrr First I7
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We want a Supreme Court which will
do justice under the Constitution -not over it. ln our courts we want a
government of laws and not of men.

- 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt

##ffiit#r{*r{rti;::r :, i r is



was leader of the underground, I joined
the activities, edited the underground
journal called '9th August', went to De-
lhi to meet Mr. William Phillips, Presi-
dent Roosevelt's special envoy to lndia,
and did many other chores for my col-
leagues. ln February 1943, however, I

got somewhat bored with being under-
ground and courted imprisonment in
Poona during Mahatma Candhi's fast.

The question arises, why was the
45th arrniversary celebrated? What is

significant about 45 years? This, as far
as I know, is the only celebration after
45 years of any happy event. I can only
guess the Prime Minister's prestige and
credibility had fallen so low that his
advisers looked around for cosmetic
measures to repair the damage. There
was no celebration after 40 years be-
cause, at that time, Mr. Rajiv Candhi
was not the Prime Minister. There will
probably be no celebration after 50
years because, with some luck, he
might not be Prime Minister by then. ln
fact, somebody quite rightly observed
that "the only Quit lndia on 9th August
this year was that addressed to Mr. Rajiv
Candhi by a bored and tired nation!"

Although I had earlier written about
him appreciatively in this column, I did
not have the pleasure of meeting Mr.
V.P. Singh till recently. This was at din-
ner at a friend's place and, since it was a
social function where the talk was off
the record, I shall have to desist from
referring to it.

The impression lformed of Mr. Singh
was that he is a man with some charm
and intelligence. At the same time, I

found that that, due to his past environ-
ment, namely, the Congress Par! in the
U.P., he is somewhat limited in his
knowledge and understanding of our
country's problems. That of course is
not his fault but it does show the need
for him to broaden his horizon now that
he has emerged as a possible future
Prime Minister of this country.

For instance, the fact that he chose to
appear on a public pl-ltform in Bombay
for irrs first publit nieetitrg ltere irt tl rc

dubious company of Mr. Datta Sanrant,
when much more prestigious offers
were open to lrirrr, betrays ltis lc.lnorarice
of the facts of life in Romhay. ll wirs a

bloomer to which some bad ad',,ise:

Freedom First lB

committed him, when he had the
opportunity to check on that advice.

What bothers me more about Mr.
Singh is that in all the statements he
had made since his leaving the Union
Covernment, there has been no refer-
ence to India's prime need, which is to
abolish the excessive controls to which
we have been subjected in the name of
the socialist pattern and the need to
privatise Government enterprises
which, like white elephants, are eating
into the substance of our country.

I for one am not interested in a

change from one Prime Minister to the
next if the latter does not appreciate
that, if lndia is to progress, there needs
to be a U-turn in economic policy as Mr.
NA. Palkhivala has often reiterated. lf
we are still to continue under another
Prime Minister to be dominated by the
dead hand of the past which has come
to us from the days of Jawaharlal Nehru
and Mrs. lndira Candhi, I see no virtue in
such a change.lam therefore delighted
that Mr. R.H. Mody, Chairman of TISCO,
has put his finger on the spot when he
advised Mr. V.P. Singh to demand that
"we get rid of all damn controls and
licences since these are the chief
causes of corruption."

There has been a lot of ill-informed
comment about obtaining disclosure of
money deposited by lndian citizens in
banks in Switzerland. The only sensible
and well-informed articles that have
appeared on the subject have been two
by Mr. A.C. Noorani in the lllustrated
Weeklg of lndia of May 24, 1987 and
the /ndian Express of July 15, 1987,
and one by Mr. Covind Talwalkar in the
Times of lndia of July 6, 1987.

The position seems to be fairly clear
that the Swiss banks who have main-
tained a tradition of secrecy extending
over several centuries are not likely to
depart from their tradition. ln this con-
text the hypocritical action of the Union
Prime Minister and Covernment of
sen,ling an official delecration to Berne
was an attempt tc fool the public at the
taxpayer's expense.

Thc la'"r' in Sw,itzerland is apparently
very clear that the banks can onlv be
exoected to divulrre details abrtut, foi-t'-

igners' accounts if:

(a) The country concerned has taken
criminal proceedings against the
person concerned and, what is

more important,
(b) that the offence for which a Person

is being tried is also an offence
under Swiss law.

As it happens, in most civilised coun-
tries, including Switzerland, banking
money abroad, provided there is no tax
fraud, is not a crime. Therefore, an off-
ence under FERA is not an offence
under Swiss law.

A somewhat similar situation arose
many years ago when President Nasser
of Egypt lost the six-day war against
lsrael. According to a story that eman-
ated from Cairo, which shows that the
Egyptians have a highly developed
sense of humour, President Nasser,
being hard up for cash, sent a delega-
tion of diplomats to the Swiss Govern-
ment in Berne requesting them to
arrange that the names and bank ba-
Iances of all Egyptian citizens in Swiss
banks should be disclosed to the Egyp-
tian Covernment, as they needed de-
sperately to put their hands on that
money. The Government in Berne ex-
plained patiently to the Egyptian diplo-
mats that, unlike the position in coun-
tries in the Third World, the banks in
Switzerland were not subject to Covern-
ment control and that therefore the
Swiss Covernment was helpless. They
suggested that the Egyptian delegation
go to Zurich to meet the head of the
Swiss Banks' Association, which they
did. They were politely told in Zurich
that though the answer normally would
be in the negative, out of regard for their
great leader President Nasser, the
bank's president would consult his col-
leagues and give a considered reply a
couple of days later. When the Egyp-
tians returned for the Swiss Bank's rep-
ly, the Swiss Banker said that he and his
colleagues had agreed to make an ex-
ception out of regard for Nasser. They
would disclose the names and bank ba-
lances of Egyptians on condition that
the list was published in toto in the daily
newspapers of Cairo. At this the Egyp-
tian diplomats said "Please forget about
it, we withdraw our request". So they
ietui'ri,:d to Cairo to rcport to Nasser
with their tails between their legs.

As Mr. Noorani has put iL "The im-
pe<.iirrrents exist in ilew Delhi, not in
Bertt.:." 
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The Theory of Development and the Future

Amlan Datta

While to an dder generation the name of Amlan Datla would be familiar, the gotutger generation mag no
knou equallg well his pioneering small book For Democracy, which carried encomiums front an internation-
al audience. An economic historian not bound bg rigid ruling orthodoxies, Prcfessor Datta's small book on
co//ectiutsl economic experience has remained an important contribution to the literature of economics.

After teaching for decades, Professor Datta became Vice-Chancellor of more than one Uniuersitg, tlte last
assignment being at Shantiniketan. He has had h!3 share of the t,trmoils that Vice-ChancelLors of West
Bengal are inuariablg heir to, but his forlitude, cheer and aplomb in difficult situations tuere indeed qualities
that impressed his friends.

He is a prolific turiter in Bengali too. We publish an English translation of his Ashok Kumar Sarkar
Memorial Lectures in Bengali. sponsored bg tlrc /rnanda Bazar Patrika.

The unrivalled teacher and expositor
of economic development during the
last part of the lBth century was Adam
Smith. lt was then, the birth hour of the
Industrial Revolution in Britain. David
Ricardo was both the vehicle and critic
of Smith's doctrine. After him, among
those who had created a stir in the
realm of thinking on the subject, Karl
Marx and John Stuart Mill in particular
are worth remembering. During the
period, in a few other countries like Ger-
many, rapid industrialization had be-
gun. And in Britain the industrial revolu-
tion had travelled beyond its infancy.
The explanatory notes of Smith's repu-
ted book were no longer sufficient now.
ln the light of the experience of the l9th
century, it was both possible and neces-
sary to set it out in a new way. A period
of more than a century has passed
since Mill and Man. There has been the
inevitable revelation of more new facts
and experiences which would have
been difficult to locate within the con-
fines oi the 19th century. The thoughts
of predecessors are still valuable.
Nevertheless, the time has come for
thinking anew. Merely' the analysis of
the ideas of the past is not enough.

The year 1776 saw the publication of
that famous work of Adam Smith, An
Enquirg into the Nature and Causes of
tjrc Wealtlt of /Yations. Smith was both
a theoretician and a philosopher on the
one hand, and well acquainted with
economic history on the other. The
subject of Snrith s investigation was the
basic causes of economic develop-
ment. ln the age before Smith, the mer-
cantilist doctrine reigned in the realm of
economic theory. The exponents of this

doctrine believed that the more gold
and silver accumulates in a counlry's
treasury the more economic develop-
ment will be promoted. Adam Smith
was severely opposed to the mercantil-
ist doctrine. He wished to say this
emphatically, that increasing the
amount of bullion or coins is not the
fundamental truth about economic de-
velopment. Development calls for a

realistic basis. Skill of labour or the
capacity for work are, for instance, the
real determinants of economic de.
velopment. We have to find out how the
capacity for work can be increased. We
have to place history and theory side by
side in order to realize the answer to this
question. Adam Smith said that along
with the spread of the market the divi-
sion of labour in the industry was in-
creasing, and with it the skills of labour.
lf the same man has to do all the work,
no special skill can be expected of him
in any one job. lf the same person has
to do everything from cobbling a shoe
to delivering a sermon, there is little

possibility of his being an expert in
mending shoes; it is also difficult for
him to be learned in the scriptures.
Needless to say, Adam Smith had a
particular type of division of work in
mind. With the groMh in the scale of
the industry, the whole of the produc-
tion process does not remain in the
hands of an individual, it is divided into
small parts and one or more workers
are employed in each. As the much di-
vided process becomes mechanised,
the use of machines increase. All this
can happen only when there is a need
for large scale industrial production,
and this is possible solely with the wide-
ning of the market. lf the peasant's
daughter sits at home and spins her
cloth there is little scope for division of
labour. But with the groMh of the mar-
ket grows the cloth mill; the process of
work becomes atomized and with this
the use of other machines also in-
creases.

Due to the division of labour no one
produces the bulk of his or her necessi-
ties any longer, everybody has to de-
pend on the market. Before the mill
owner sells his product in the market he
has to pay the labourer his wages, so
that the latter may get his mouthful by
the end of the day. But capital is needed
to pay wages in advance. Thus capital is

essential for the division of labour and
market oriented production. Capital
comes from savi,rgs. That is why Adam
Srrrith laid strcss upor) savings.

Thus, in Srnith's thought, division of
labour, groMh of the market, savings
and capital are connected to each

other. The skill of labour grows on the
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basis of all this. This is the real founda-
tion of economic develoPment.

If this base is absent. it is nct possible

to make the country pi"osperous by
merely increasing the quantity of
money in circulation. This emphasis on
objective analysis is a particular feature
of western classical economics. Econo-
mic phenomena appear before us
wearing the masl< of money. Bel-rind
that mask lies 'real' economics -labour, land capital i.e tools and the
food for the labourer's subsistence.
Commodities are produced by the joint
and skilful use of such factors. The
market is for the exchange of commod-
ities. Monev aids this exchange. Crease
helps to turn the wheel, but the grease by
itself does not make the wheel. The
wheel of the economy in nrotion has to
be brought into view. The strength of
classical economics lies in this attention
towards 'objective analysis'. ln the opin-
ion of some later economists this is also
one of the causes of its weakness.

We have seen earlier that Adam
Smith assigned a particular place to
savings in the theory of development.
This can be cited as another feature of
classical economics. Adam Smith's dif-
ference in attitude towards landlqrds
and industrialists is worth noting. There
was a deep suspicion at the back of his
mind for merchants and industrialists.

David Ricardo

Such classes of PeoPle given the

chance, brinq adversities for the com-
mon people - there are such remarks

in his writings. However, in the work of
economic development, in the task of
increasing the riches ttf tllc country, iie
has placed rrtetcltartts arrd industrtalists
above the landlords arr<1 the trristor:ralic
classes. People ttorrr artsttlcratic: clas-

ses are rrot savei-s, but industrialists are.

Savings arrd their investment, these
only are important for development.
These are aiso necessary for the de-
velopment of agriculture. Approaching
agriculture from the point of view of
commerce also brings about its im-
provement.

The State and the Economy

What should )e the place of the State
in economic activity? Many say that
Adam Smith left everything in the
hands of the market, he did not leave
any room for a residual role for the
State in economics. This is a wrong no-
tion about Smith. Of course, the impor-
tant role of the State in economic func-
tions is acknowledged. But he also
understood that if everything was left to
the merchants there would be a tenden-
cy towards monopoly. Thus, without an
ever-alert participation of the State,
commerce cannot remain untrammel-
led. Besides, there are many activities
whereby national life is improved on the
whole or benefited, but it is not quite
possible for any individual businessman
to do such work. Smith's favourite ex-
ample was a system of education for
the common people. ln such areas he
wanted an important role for the State.

Landlord - Industrialist Conflict
The leading figure in classical econo-

mics after Adam Smith was David
Ricardo. We have a clear analysis of the
conflict of interests between the indus-
trialist and the landlord in his writings.
Smith had emphasised the point that
the landed classes were not very eagel
to save or invest, they were eager to in-
dulge in luxuries, and therefore in the
field of economic development the role
of this class was weak. Ricardo demon-
strated that in the realm of econornic
principles the attitude and interests of
these two classes were different. The
question had become important
through a contemporary political de-
bate. During the period of Napoleon,
due to the hostile relationship between
France and Britain, French wheat for a
time could not reach England. For
quite some time after the death of
Napoleon there continued to be a duty
on the import of French whcat in the
interests of the farmers. There ensued a
debate as to wiretirer tlre duty slrotrid
renraln or bc tal<en off. lf abolislrecl, rr:

latively cheaper wheat would be avail-
able to the comrnon peopie oi fngl.lirci.
lf the price of wheat was lowered tl rerr
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the landiord s rent wouiC decrease. But
with growing fooC prices, wages would
also rise, which would be a loss to the
industriaiist. Ricardo was for the aboli-
tion of import duty. The conflict be-
tween the interests of the iandlord and
the industrialist had become clear in the
context of this agitation. Ricardo ex-
pounded this as a theory. He too, like
Smith supported free trade.

Like the clash between the interests
of the landlord and the industrialist,
especially in the short run, there is also
a conflict between the industrialist and
the worker. It is not that Adam Smith or
Ricardo did not notice this. There are
remarks in Adanr Smith's writings that
because the labourers are not orga-
nized they cannot- bargain with advan-
tage with tire industrialists. But neither
Smith nor Ricardo laid stress upon this
conflict. ln their view savings and invest-
ment are more important in the in-
terests of the nation. This is where the
consideration of the long run comes in.

Can there also be an improvement in
the situation of labourers due to econo-
mic development? According to clas-
sical economists that depends on other
circumstances, the chief among which
is population control. As industries
grow in a country with the accumtlla-
tion of capital, so does the demand for
labour.

With unrestricted growth in their
numbers, tlre poverty of the labourers
cannot be eradicated. Malthus men-
tioned this with emphasis. However, he

was aware of the possibilities of birth
control. Allaccepted this, from Smith to
Mill. lt is necessary to keep unhindered
the accumulation of capital on the one
hand and birth control on the other.
Only then can there be an improvement

Mony soy thot Adom Smith

left every thing in the honds of
the morket, he did not leove
cny room for cr residuol role
for the stote in economics.

This is o wrong notion obout
5tnrith

, (- ' .1 !,. "r. i':l

l . r1- ri,.r//i rt ll-si 2



in the conditions of the working classes;
this was the contention of the classical
economists.

Competing Demands

A question can be raised here if the
storing of capital would be enough? lt
has also to be seen whether there is a
chance of it being invested. If the
opportunity for the investment of
accumulated capital is decreased,
would not an economic crisis arise
from that itselP On this there was some
difference of opinion among the clas-
sical economists. Nevertheless, the view
of the majority in short was this: Sup-
pose there are two areas of investment
for production, the cultivation of food
crops and cloth mills. Those who are
engaged in agriculture also need
clothes, while those who are connected
with the industry also have a demand
for food. lf capital is invested in both the
sectors according to their proportion,
then production will not be hindered by
the paucity of demand. It may happen,
of course, that too much money would
be sunk in the cloth mills and agricul-
ture would remain neglected. ln that
case there will not be enough demand
in the market to buy the excess cloth,
because the income of the cultivators
will rrot be enough. ln other words, if a

proportion is not kept in the investment
of capital in the different sectors, there
can be a crisis in the market. lt takes
time to remedy the mistake but it is

possible to come back to the right path
by reading the signs of the market. The
economy advances by continually cor-
recting such mistakes. More capital has
to be invested in order to increase
supply from which more income as well
as demand is generated. Even if we add
the machine industry along with food
crops and cloth in our hypothetical
framework, .the argument will not fall
apart. Although crises apPear in the
market from time to time, the invest-
ment of capital and economic develop-
ment proceeds, overcoming periodic
aberrations. The path of history is not
smooth, and accepting this, classical
economics has taught us to concen-
trate upon long term determinants of
economic development than on
periodic fluctuations and inconveni-
ences. This is also one of its main fea-
tutes like titat of tirc objectrve anaiysis.
In the long tertn view tltere is ot.tly otle
obstaclc in the path of development
acknowledged by classical ecotlonlic
theory. 
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capacity of the soil. As a result, the rate
of development at one stage may well
confront ever growing obstacles. But
that is not a crisis of the market. The
long term limits to development are de-
termined not by the lack of demand but
by the limitations of the productive
power of the land. Here, land does not
merely denote the larrd for agriculture.
In a wider sense all kinds of natural re-
sources including oil and energy have
to be taken into account.

It is said that the classical economist
believed in the capitalist system. This is
not altogether mistaken. But neither is it
fully correct. Somebody who accepts
the frrndamental conclusions of classic-
al economic theory is not necessarily a

supporter of capitalisrrr. Let us consid-
er. for instance, John Stuart Mill. He

more or less accepted the principal
ideas of the classical school. But he was
deeply sympathetic towards socialism
and cooperatives. He put his faith in a
reconciliation between individualism
and socialism. He had hoped that along
with the growth of education and cul-
ture, society will move towards coop-
eration. Whether hiS thoughts are
rationally acceptable or not, let the de-
bate be put off for the present moment.

Labour as a Commodity
Although the influence of classical

economics was powerful during the be-
ginning of the 19th century, there was
no dearth of critics. We can mention,
for example, the names of List and Sis-
mondi. However, the great scholar Karl
Max surpassed the rest in renown. lt is
impossible to give here a comprehen-
sive introduction to his thinking. Still, it
is necessary to say a few words in brief.

Associated with Max's name, his
theory of explcitation has gained much
popular currency. Man produces com-
modities by his labour. The values of
goods are determined by the amount of
labour embodied in them. ln the capi-
talist system, again, labour itself is a

commodity because it is bought and
sold in the market. There is a difference
between the amount of value created by
lhe labourer and the value he gets as a
return for the labour. The difference is

the surplus value. l'he capitalist buys
labr-rur arttJ tftc stttlrlus value rs tlius
appropriated by lrirn. I his is called ex-

ploitation. This exploitation is measured
by the surplus value. Ihe capiiali:t class
is brr:d upon thi. -'urpii.i' '.,llue.

Marx's Economic Ideas

How is the value of labour, i.e. its
wage, determined? ln the interests of
the rich, the labourer receives the
lowest wage whereby he can maintain
himself with great difficulty, and return
yet again to be sacrificed in the Process
of production. Capital is accumulated
from surplus value out of which new

f" 
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Karl lvlanx

labourers are employed and machines
bought, at the root of whose manufac-
ture lies labour again. Along with the
growth in the accumulation of capital,
the demand of the capitalist for labour
is naturally expected to rise and so are
the wages, as a general rule, bY the
pressure of demand. But the richer
class is firmly resolved to check wage
rise. To begin with there is something
like an understanding or an unwritten
compact among capitalists as buyers of
labour. Besides, with the possibility of
wage rise, the owner of industry resorts
to increasing use of machines reducing
the employment of labourers. As a re-
sult of the use of machines the number
of unemployed grows in the ranks of
the labourers. By the pressure of growth
among the unemployed, the wage re-
mains at the lowest level.

Along with this, another tendency of
capitalism has been discussed in max-
ian economics. With the increasing use
of machines in industry the primacy of
large industries is established. Small in-
dustries either become appendages of
Iarge ones or depart, losing out in the
competition. Gradually capital becomes
concentrated in the hands of small
number of capitalisls. This way two
opposite poles are created in society. At
one pole is situated a small number of
tlre rich who hold the accumulated
capital, wlrile at tlre otlrcr is tlre deprived
mass who have nothing left with them
except labour Power. This way, society
becorrres divided irrto tlre two camps
resnectivel)' of capitalists and labourers
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and the room for the middle classes be-
comes increasingly constricted. The
contradictions within capitalism now
become clear and sharp. On the one
hand due to the progress of capital and
machinery the productive powers in-
crease extraordinarily. On the other
hand, due to the poverty of most of the
people their purchasing power remain
limited. A serious obstacle is created in
the path of the sale of commodities
within the country. Capitalists are tlrus
forced to search for foreign markets.
There ensues conflict and imperialistic
war between the different capitalist
countries over foreign markets. This
way the internal crisis is spread around
the world. The lesson of mamism is that
capitalism does not stay still, its inhe-
rent contradictions increasingly be-
come alarming. This way the path of
revolution is prepared. The leading role
in the revolution is assumed by the
working classes. The modern class in a
way is a creation of capitalism itself. On
the other hand it is the destroyer of
capitalism. According to maxist theory
after the revolution, a society free from
exploitation will be established. The
State machinery that had once been the
instrument for exploitation and opprqs-
sion in the hands of the capitalists will
now be under the control of the working
classes. There are also several steps in
the evolution of post-revolutionary soci-
ety, the first of which has been termed
socialist and the higher, communist.
Because the State is fundamentally an
oppressive machinery to protect class
domination, its necessity will obviously
end in the society of the future, free of

'exploitation. That is what Max ex-
pected. The dictatorship of the working
classes is a historical phase on the road
to it. The final goal is the overall free-
dom of mankind.

It is generally accepted that the roots
of maxian economic theory were there
in classical economic thought, particu-
'larly in Ricardo. Still, some irnportant
dissimilarities between the two perspec-
tives are easily noticeable. Everybody,
including Ricardo and Mill, knew that
unrests from time to time appeared in
economic life. But Max believed what
the classical economists did not. that
within the capitalist rronetary system
the crisis will inevitably continue to
nroLlnt. Snrith .rirr.l Marx [roth agreed
that with the help of eapitalism the in-
crease irr the productive powers of in-

It is not surprising ihot o
consideroble section of the

new miCdle closs is

revolutionory in theory, lt is
olso noi surprising thoi they
ore, in proctice, for stobilily
ond restroined chonge. This

dishormony between the'
theory procloimed ond the

life style observed is the bosic
chorocter of the dromo of

their life.

dustry is unprecedented. However, Marx
theoretically did nbt acknowledge, while
the classical thinkers did, that even
within the capitalist system, improve-
ment in the standards of living of the
working classes was possible. Needless
to say, this difference in economic
perception was connected to poiitics,
and in a wider sense, sociology.

Facts do not always correspond to
theory. Yet, the purpose of theory is to
help the understanding of facts. The so-
cial scientist must compare theory with
facts, and revise the original theories if
necessary. To the scientist, no accepted
theory can be the last word. Now what
are the broad facts?

Labour and Middle Class in Capitalist
Societies
ln the western capitalist countries ine-
qualities in the distribution of wealth are
present in a large way. However, the liv-
ing standards of the workers have im-
proved, although presumably, their feel-
ing of deficiency has not been lessened
a bit. ln Japan, Western Europe or
America, today's workers in compari-
son with workers of one or more gen-
erations ago, trave a much improved
living condition. This has been possibie
due to the spread of educatic;r. the
qrowing power of workers organiza,
tions and the advancements in technol-
ogy. Of course, all these notions can be
criticized The critic:isrrr rvhich can oflt:rr
be heard in Marxist circles is that the
improvement in thc livinr.; standards of

the common people has been possible
by exploiting the labourers of under-
developed countries. The western capi-
talist has been able to bring some afflu-
ence to the workers of his own country
by transporting poverty abroad. ln other
words, working classes in advanced
capitalist countries. are nouris.hed by the
fruits of imperialism. Nothing more than
that.

Another remarkable event in this cen-
tury has been the origin and growth of a

new middle class. The middle class is
not merely a sum of small businessmen
and industrialists. Other types of people
are there in this group. With industrial
development the number of teachers,
researchers and techrricians is con-
tinuing to increase. They have been in-
cluded in the ranks of the ;-niddle clas-
ses. They are not capitalists, but many
of them are highly educated. Capital
has been investeci irr their education,
due to which their capacity for income
has grown. The source of this income is

not uneducated labour. On the con-
trary, costly education itself, is the main
capital. They cannot be grouped along
with other labourers. Their numbers
have been increasing in the industrially
developed countries. This new middle
income group is not undermined by the
competition from modern industriEs,
rather it grows in their shelter. Another
prop of the new middle class is the
bureaucracy. ln the modern state, be it
under capitalism or nationalism, the
number and strength of the bureauc-
rats have been increasing. Even in a

country like ours, they are flourishing.
High level bureaucrats can by no
means be seen as one with the working
classes. They are sections of the new
middle class. Today's educated middle
class is aware of the fact that society is
mobile. There are plenty of causes for
frustration and despair in their personal
lives, in the atmosphere of cruel com-
petition. lt is not surprisinq that a con-
siderable section of the new middle
class is revolutionary in theory. lt is also
not surprising that they are, in practice,
for stibiliiy and restrained change. This
disharmony between the tlreory proc-
lain:ed and the life style observed is the
basic character pf the drama of their
!ife Thc ncr'", r;cnercrti3rr i:t plagrrerl l-.'),

tl'ris hypocrisy. although this becomes a
part of their life very qr-rickly.

( iu IJL LOiliiiruLD)
'l'ranslated 

by Mr. Sudipta Sen.
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le-regulating lndustrial Relations

Corsica, said the great historian Cib-
on, is more easily deplored than de-
ned; And so it is with our industrial re-
rtions. If orrr economy is to be put back
rn the rails, it is inevitable that sooner or
lter government will have to address
tself to the task of evolving a sound
ndustrial relations policy that will see it
hrough, at least, the next decade.
)erhaps in no other area have so many
3ommissions toiled as hard and pro-
luced so little. The last of these was, of
course, the National Commission on
Labour set up with trumpets and fan-
fare and laid to rest without even an
obituary.

Need for the Right Perspective

Any attempt to enumerate a sound
industrial relations policy must founder
if the government does not have its
perspectlv€s clear. lt must be prepared
to throw off its blinkers and accept in-
dustrial relations as a problem of group
dynamics with all its attendant socio-
economic ramifications rather than as a
purely legal problem. As long as the
focus is on law and legalities, industrial
relations will continue to be a play-
ground for lawyers.

Viewed in this context the clamour for
a common labour code though desir-
able in itself, is only a part-solution.
What is needed is not modification, but
de-legislation. The need is to reduce
legalities to the minimum which alone
will give the necessary positive imPetus
for a bilateral approach to industrial re-

lations. As in every other sphere of life
there will be those with a vested interest
in legalities and litigation who stand to
lose if there is a shift in emphasis. The
labour lawyers, the legalistic trade un-
ionists and lawyer-personnel mana-
gers, would prefer to perpetuate litiga-
tion as a way of life in industrial rela-
tions. But there must be a shift in focus
if sartity- is to nrei'ail

Wherever tltere are clt:ariy rlenlar-
cated constituencies opt:ratinrl in the
salte drca, tlitlt: ,rrt: l,t;litt'l t', l"' 'lilil r

ences of opinion. which rtray at tirrtes,

escalate into conflicts. Mirch rnore so itl
the field of ir ,tlustr ial t,. l.rli,.;l:,. \\,iii_, r,_

each party evt:n thougl-, errria,r-;ed i'l ;1

common endeavour,and even accePt-

ing that they lrave a common en-
deavour, and common stake in the
organisation, sees the other as a hindr-
ance in achieving its own goal. Each, of
course, views the problems of the enter-
prise from its own point of view, and
ends up developing a love-hate rela-
tionship. ln industrial relations the "one-

eyed man" is not better than the blind. lt
is partial sight that makes for confusion,
mis-interpretation and mistrust.

I

It is imperotive thot industriol
relotions be pulled out of the
clutches of politicions ond
muscle men ond honded
overto on independent
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Authority of lndio, set up
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Any potential source of conflict must
provide for a legal or quasi-legal
framework within which the ultimate
solution must lie. But that must be an
alternative of the last resort. Unfortu-
nately in the preserrt situatiorr thc: first
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Sudhakar Nair

Therefore the urgent need to de-
legislate. This is an aspect of which not
rni:ch thought has been given. What is

needed is a widening of the legal
framework, to increase the distance be-
tween a bilateral solution and access to
law. The legal approach to industrial re-

lations is also an escapi3t approach, the
attempt of the parties being to get the
dispute referred to a court.

Covernment and ministers cannot
stay away from meddling in industrial
relations. Workers are solid vote banks,
and it pays to project oneself as a great
defender of the "weaker side" though
there is sufficient evidence to prove they
are not.

Governmental lnterference
The ostensible reason for gov-

ernmental or ministerial interfererrce is
that the economy cannot afford strikes
and lockouts and hence industrial rela-
tions must be rigidy regulated. Whether
such regimentation and control has
had anv impact can be assessed from
the statistics of man-days lost each
year. ln fact it is only because the gov-
ernment is there like a watch dog, that
parties take no initiative in hammering
out a solution, but work towards a "re-

ference".

ln the ultimate analysis it pays the
government not to be over-enthusiastic
about the effects of strikes and lockouts
on the economy. Far more damage is

being done by employees in gov-
ernmental departments, public sector
units. banks, etc., who in any case do
little work even in normal times. That
apart, what government must view with
seriousness is the manner in which ev-
ery industrial relations situation slowly
br-rt surely degenerates into a law and
order situation.

The first positive step towards a vib-
rant indr.rstiial relations policy is for the
,rr)\/ortrntr.rrt to rlive tire proft:ssion of
ir lJ11511i,rl rr.-lations d Illcctsttt(' ()l dLliL'lt-

cnry. lt mrrst be accel-ltt:cl .rs a 1;tofcs
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prot.'sstr,tt,tI brrtlv u'hi<.:ir vllI sn5r.1r11 that
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will practise it as in Medicine or Law. lt is
imperative that industrial relations be
pulled out of the clutches of politicians
and muscle men and handed over to an
independent autonomous body. Let's
call it the lndustrial Relations Authority
of lndia, set up under a special statute
and enjoying the same status as, say,
the Election Commission. lt is only then
that one can think in terms of overhaul-
ing the present system of disputes set-
tlement, without legal overtones and
consequent delays.

Another important aspect of indust-
rial relations that must receive priority
attention in the next decade the is ques-
tion of a national wage policy. We can-
not continue to suffer this ridiculous
situation where peons draw more than
school teachers and bank clerks more
than college professors. A national
wage policy requires hard thinking, if
only because it requires unpopular de-
cisions to be made. A major pre-
requisite is craft or trade-wise job de-
scriptions on a national basis. These

flexible job descriptions ought to be the
framework within which existing jobs in
various trades should be filled. Because
a national wage policy is best based on
trades/crafts vis-a-vis other criteria, it
may involve the re-structuring of trade
union federations and their re-
organisation on a craft basis. Would the
government and the political parties of
this country have the courage to face
up to this reality?

Our Work Habits Must Change

Last but not the least, any grandiose
plarr for a more effective industrial rela-
tions system will remain only on paper,
unless we inculcate in our working
population, a more honest and re-

sponsible work ethic. Cvertime is of
course a known disease, so also orga-
nised absenteeism. The more suDtle
ways of undermining an organisation
are: refusal to work on alternate jobs;
reluctance to carry out tasks allied to
the main job; and work-to-rule. No
doubt a great deal of blame can be laid

at the door of managerial inertia; but it
is also the outcome of absolute job

security. The popular belief today is that
one can do anything - or not do any-
thing - and get away with it. This belief
is further strengthened by a spate of
court decisions that defy simple admi-
nistrative logic.

Prof. Van Dusen Kennedy in his ex-
cellent book on industrial relations in
lndia talks of a tendency among us to
be "tender minded". That is, to hold out
high ideals and place hopes on the in-
nate goodness of people to adapt to
and mould themselves to the ideal
socio-economic culture. Change is a
contradiction in terms. Change is all
pervading and yet so difficult to effect
consciously. Kurt Lewin's theory of
change applies to our work habits as to
every thing else. High ideals are not
enough to "unfreeze" our way of doing
things. There must be a judicious blend
of inducement and coercion so that we
"move' and "refreeze" in work habits
that are based on the dignity of labour
and commitment to a national cause.

MR. SUDHAKAR NAIR is Corporate Manager.
Personnel and Administration.
Airfreight Pw. Ltd. a

WITH BEST COMPTIMENTS
FROM

FOURESS ENGINEERING (lNDlA) PRIVATE UMITED
THE HOUSE OF INDUSTRIAL VAIVES

The largest manufacturers of High Technology Valves like:

- High temperature Steel Plant Valves - Hot Blast Valves, Push Lever Valves, Three lever valves, Double disc Gate

Valves etc.

- Butterfly Valves, Control Valves, High sealing efficiency Gas Tight lsolators, Rotary Valves, Penstock Protection
Valves, Needle Valves, Fixed Cone dispersion sleeve b/pe Discharge Regulators, Hydraulic Gates, Fourway flow
reversing Valves, Self-cleaning Strainers, Pump Discharge Valves, Pyrogenic and Fire Safe Valves etc.

- ConventionalValves like Gate, Globe and Non-Return Valves.

We also representrenowned parties from abroad for Flow Measurement Equipment, Pollution Analysers,

Monitoring Systems, Pneumatic Products etc.

H.Q. : Mahalaxmi Chambers, 22 Bhulabhai Desai Road, Bombay 400 026

Tel. No. : 4920850/51t52./54,4920880i81 4924254t49939571492328414923785

Tele;i No. : 011 - 73669,011 - 16079

Cablc : FOURESSCOP

WORKS : btimbay, Bartgaior e dr)u Aur.dr rg,:oo,-:

BRANCHES : Bombay, Baroda, Calcutta, Delhi, Madras & Vizakhapatndnt

/ rtii/iyrt llrr/ .'()

''l*'. n r.i.,,*..d'#r,+,:, *'"*o,*r,i



!I.*r.:' .
f,

The lndian Soldier: Cornerston e of our Democracy
C.L. Proudfoot

Todoy's Jowon is no longer o gollont block heod who is only reody "to do or die", he is o literote
person with on inquiring mind ond occess to oll stroto of the medio, And whilst he is still reody io do or

die, he now olso reosons why,

Soldiers are a strange distant breed
of men frantically worshipped in the
brief periods of national danger and for-
gotten afterwards, especially when they
doff their uniforms and become civi-
lians again. There has never been com-
pulsory military service in our country,
where our sons have been compelled to
undergo the rigours of training and
campaigning, where the military milieu
of a classless. casteless. disciplined ser-
vice to the Nation comes back to every
home. The historical genesis of the ln-
dian Army as it existed at the dawn of
lndependence has made it a way of life
in lndia for us to sit back and pay pro-
fessionals to do our fighting for us.

What was the strange urge that drove
certain types of lndians to the profes-
sion of arms thiough the centuries and
still drives thenr on? From the dawn of
historylndia has echoed to the sound of
marching feet and the thunder of
hooves, whether Alexander's phalanxes,
the Moghul cavalry or the armies of
warring princes; of Portuguese, Dutch,
French and English invaders; soliders
and soldiering was very much part of
life and the bearing of arms a popular
and respected profession. Two hundred
years of British rule consolidated soli-
diering into a select calling, open origi-
nally only to those who proved the
doughtiest warriors, and later to others.
Whilst this era served to raise military
professionalism to an aesthetic culture
confined to an elite, a large portion of
our population was emasculated by the
very absence of warfare and estranged
towards militarism.

Our Warriors

ln World War ll (1939-45) an lndian
Army of more than I millior' \.,('lunteers

bore the brunt of the fiqhtinq in the Mid-
dle East. Burma and ltaly: its famotrs
Divisiorrs won tlrr, adnriratiort and rc
spect of Allied soldiers in ttrt: Eritrean
Campaign. in the fightincl rctreat Cou,n

the Malay peYinsula. ii-the Western De-
sert, up the ltalian boot and at Monte
Cassino; in the long and bitter cam-
paign from lmphalto Rangocn. Return-
ing home battle-weary and homesick
after six years of war. they were denied
the heroes'welcome they had a right to
expect. They returned to the partition
both of the country and the Armed
Forces, the tragic horrors of the trans-
migration in Punjab in which they ac-
quitted themselves honourably. Shortly
afterwards they were again launched
into battle in Jammu and Kashmir and
sad to relate, many lndian soldiers who
had spent years in foreign climes
dreaming of their families, never got
back home after all.

After lndependence the Army saw us
through the Jammu E Kashmir Cam-
paign, but the unpredictable accept-
ance of a U.N. enforced Cease Fire
agreement against the wishes of the ln-
dian Commanders was a bitter blow to
an Army on the wings of victory, after
months of toil and sacrifice; a Cease
Fire which gave half Jammu 6 Kashmir
to Pakistan on a platter and precipitated
a "Kashmir Problem" which necd never
have existed. but will now remai,r with
tts forever as a sr i[)nr rraiinrl sor.'

Then came thc disastcr of I962 [)r',
fence Minister Krislrna [1cnon iNelrru :
cvil gt:nrrrs) air.l lrrs sttultu)(1, l)\)stuliij(l
proteqe (ieneral 8.A1. KaLrl st'r,ertrlv r.r'
:qed thc r.norale of tltt' lrrrlian Ar rrr\'. rt:-

sulting in the disgraceful rout inflicted
on us by the Chinese. The Army reco-
vered sufficiently to hold its own against
Pakistan in 1965, and was in top fettle
under Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw
when it blasted the Pakistan Army to
liberate Bangladesh in 1971. But since
then there have been no wars and a
highly motivated professional army
which has spent more than fifteen years
in border patrolling, internal security
duties and ceremonial drills cannot but
be sensitive to prevailing civilian press-
ures and influences.

To-day the fact that "corruption is a
worldwide phenomenon" is constantly
illustrated by happenings in govern-
ments. industry and even military estab-
lishments throughout the world. ln lndia
too, as in the rest of the world, the sys-
tem of kickbacks has existed these
many years, and it is only recently that
the astronomical scales of payoffs and
the exalted level of acceptors has pro-
voked public scandal. When these are
accompanied by cancerous political in-
stability and terrorism, and communal
holocausts growing in frequency and
ferocity, the time has come for re-
sponsible citizens to bestir themselves,
get off their butts and join hands in a

countrywide movement to help the
Covernment set thinos riqht. And if the
government is incapable of doing so
with the help of the people, tlren it must
be changed in the ultimate interests of
the country.

Sustaining Morale

It i: in this environment that the
morale of our Armed Forces, and espe-
cially the Army must be considered. To-
day s .y.itliut is no longer a <,1allant

1,1.,,, klrcu.l illru i> urrly iradl ttr do crr

tlit' : tlrc'trglr lte wotks arrtl live's wtthirl
tlre lirrtrtatiorrs and cotrstrictions ot
i-.ttttl-r .tt)tl .list-ipliirc he is .r liit'ratc pet

son rvitlt an irtclLririnq mir-rd and access
trr .rll slrat,t of tlre [1edia. Arld whilst he
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is still ready to do or die, he now also
reasons why.

Those of us who have served with the
lndian Soldier, admired him and loved
him over many decades, still rate him
as the best professional soldier in the
world, evaluating those fundamental
qualities of the profession of arms. But
we are concerned about the future for
many reasons. Because of our coun-
try's very vastness and unique problems
of a multilingual population beset with
disruptive pulls of caste, creed, linguis-
tic differences, provincialism and poli-
tical immaturity; and the existence of a

largely illiterate population accesible
only by the audio-visual media exclu-
sively under Covernment control; be-
cause of all these powerful divisive fac-
tors which our country has inherited, In-
dia's greatest need is at least one single
wholly predictable, reliable, immutable
force for stability. This the Armed
Forces have provided. Through a

turbulent forty years of freedom, the
Armed Forces have stood staunchly be-
hind the Government, most often un-
seen and unheard, but always there; the

OFFICER'S PRAYER

Lord, make me worthy
Of the men I serve
Worthy of their loyalty
And devotion to duty,
Their wond'rous willingness
And ready laughter,
Their great humility
That asks so little
And gives so much
So readily, without complaint.
Crant their simple wishes, Lcrd
And bless them, please
For in this world
No better soldiers breathe
Than these.

- C.L.Proudfoot

(From the author's book'A Solidier's
Song')

great bastion of democracy; always
ready in times of national disaster and
crisis; efficient, dependable, unques-
tioning.

When Politico-military dictatorships
sprouted all around our periphery, lndi-
a's Armed Forces have steadfastlY

avoided politics. But observers on the
sidelines, watching the decline of fun-
damental values in public life and the
erosion of discipline in high places are
genuinely perturbed. For whilst disci-
pline thrives on example and imitation
indiscipline is a dread disease that
spreads quickly downwards and out-
wards. And all we can do is to pray that
the disease may not percolate even to
the Armed Forces, especially to youn-
ger officers who have not yet been
blooded in battle and are more sus-
ceptible to mal-influence; pray that
there may be no ill-advised selfishly-
motivated interference with the Armed
Forces, no misguided attempts to
change its proven structure, no political
pressures permitted to disrupt its func-
tioning or transmogrify its hallowed
traditions.

For, so long as the lndian soldier re-
tains his special ethos of a completely
apolitical professional fighting man, de-
dicated to the ideals of Service to the
Country through his regimental mysti-
que. loval to the Covernment elected by
the Pebple, so long will democracy sur-
vive in lndia.
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lndian Democracy at the Cross-roads

Close on the heels of his dynastic
succession to the Premiership of India,
the lndian electorate gave Mr. Candhi a

massive vote of confidence, and bes-
towed on him a lot of sympathy and
good will. His public utterences gave
one the impression that he would soon
get rid of all power-brokers and
wheeler-dealers that dominated his par-
ty at different levels. Some of the more
optimistic observers ventured to predict
that he would soon move away from
Nehru-socialism and non-alignment
quietly, subtly, shrewdly. Hopes were
running high when he made his spec-
tacular debut on the American stage.
His press conference in Washington ex-
uded self confidence. The world press
praised his aplomb and panache, and
even his good looks.

By the beginning of 1987, things be-
gan to go wrong. As one dismal month
followed another, follies, misfortunes
and misdeeds abounded. Then the na-
tion had taken a charitable view of his
failures. He had failed to implement the
Punjab accord and violence in the state
had become a festering sore. Nonethe-
less he could defend himself on the
ground that all the judicial wisdom in
the country had failed to give him a neat
formula for the transfer of Chandigarh
to Punjab. Until the dismissal of the Bar-
nala government it was an ugly stale-
mate; Mr. Candhi apparently tried to
strengthen the hands of Barnala;
though they had not succeeded in
curbing violence to any appeciable de-
gree, it had not yet become so out-
rageous. ln a dramatic bid to stem the
tide of unpopularity in Haryana, on the
eve of the Haryana election he dismis-
sed the Barnala government and step-
ped up anti-terrorist measures. The
Khalistan terrorists hit back with blood-
freezing fury. The nation was stunned,
humiliated and bewildered as they dis-
hed out with unremittinq callousness, a

regular diet of horrors.

All this wouldn't have affected the for-
tunes of Mr. Candhi rf other thinqs hacl
not gone wrong at the sanre tirne. For a
lonq time it had Irer.:n rrrmorrred that Mr-

Candhi had scant respect tor the Presi-
derrt of lndia and tlrat he had not briefed

lf the non-communist
democrotic opposition hos
the vision ond the politicol

ocumen to sink their
differences ond unite under
on oble leoderthey still hove
o chonce of overting disoster

ond preventing lndion
democrocy from slipping into

the obyss of totolitorionism

him on important domestic and foreign
policy issues. When questioned in Par-
liament the Prime Minster tried to fend
off criticism by telling parliament un-
truths which were exposed by a smart-
ing President to the Press.

PM's Shrinking lmage

A succession of events further dam-
aged his credibility. Fairfax and the De-
fence kick-backs, electoral reverses in
three states and the ignonimous defeat
in Haryana were all index to his sinking
image. The moving of V.P. Singh to the
Defence Ministry, the new clique
around him - allthese did not do any-
thing to further his image. The result is
that despite his massive majority in par-
liament and a two year breathing time,
he has already become a lame duck
prime minister.

As a scion of the ruling family, and as
one who inherited a political trust it is
rrdLura j to expect tlrat itre Pnil te /v\tntstet
will not resign his office.

So he is borrnd to nral.:e ,l drsp.:ratc
eftort to stay in l)ower beyond 1990 and
cornplete his pre-ordained task of tak-

C.V. Elias

ing this unfortunate country to the 21st
century. To achieve this end what are
the options open to him?

Mr. Gandhi's Options

He could go in for a nation-wide
campaign to regain electoral support
after taking decisive steps to refurbish
his image. The steps he has to take are:
(1) To reject the discredited clique that
surround him; (2) to bring back into the
cabinet prominent dissidents like Mr.
V.P. Singh, Mr. Arif Mohammed Khan
and possibly Mr. Arun Nehru; (3) to
make a clean breast of all that he knows
about the kick-back scandals; (4) to
restore the confidence of honest con-
gressmen by re-introducing internal
democracy in his party. But can one ex-
pect a weak, confused, ill-advised man
like Mr. Gandhi to take such
courageous steps?

He could resign the premiership and
offer single-minded devotion to rebuild-
ing the Congress Party.

He could form a national government
by bringing into his cabinet outstanding
opposition leaders who enjoy a great
deal of public support besides being
honest and competent. lt is doubtful if
the opposition leaders would take the
bait even if Mr. Gandhi deigned to take
this drastic step.

He could muddle through the next
two years, resigned to an inevitable loss
of power in '89, yet determined to stage
a come-back when an uneasy opposi-
tion coalition at the Centre makes a
mess of it as Janata did in the late
1970's.

One cannot rule out the possibility of
the declaration of an 'Emergency', for
specious reasons and with some ac-
quiescing opportunistic political parties
suPPo,ting it.

A Second'Emergency'
Most people in lndia think rather

facilelv that the second 'Emerqencv'

like the tirst will not last long: sooner or
later Mr. Candhi will have to go to the
counln,tor a frcsh marrdate and when it
happens the opposition will be returned
to prower as.Janata was in 1977. History
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need not repeat itself. A second
'Emergency' could toll the death knell
of lndian democracy. Unable to resist
internal and external opposition to his
assuming emergency powers, Mr. Can-
dhi will get sucked irretrievably into the
Soviet orbit. In the process, the com-
munists could capture power and offer
us a "People's Republic of lndia" in-
stead of our rather colourless Republic
of lndia. lt is time the liberal opposition
in lndia saw that we are living under the
ominous shadow of a 'People's Repub-
lic of lndia' and rallied the forces of free-
dom to combat this grim threat. lt they
do not, then the most populous demo-
cracy in the vrorld would succumb to
Soviet imperialism.

There is still a general impression in
the country that the non-communist
parties in lndia are composed of a

bunch of ineffectual power-seekers who
have so far failed to unite on a coherent
plan of action. One can however find a
ray of hope in the emergence of Mr. V.P.

Singh as a powerful integrating perso-
nality; if he worked in concert with out-
standing figures in the opposition like
Mr. Ramakrishna Hedge, Prof. Madhu
Dandavate and Mr. L.K Advani, there is
still hope for the opposition parties rec-
ognizing and adopting the right options
in this critical hour.

While campaigning vigorously
against the threatened declaration of
emergency they should keep deman-
ding that Mr. Candhi step down and
seek a fresh mandate. He will not oblige
so long as he has a majority in parlia-
ment. Chances are that Mr. Venkatra-
man, the new President would much
rather sign the Declaration of
'Emergenry' than dismiss an unpopu-
lar Rajiv government. All that the
oppcsition can do in the circumstances
is to create a climate of opinion in the
country totally opposed to 'Emergency'

and the suspension of democratic free-
doms and wait patiently for the next
general election.

Alternative Leadership
The electorate has decisively reiected

the Congress-l in all the state elections
since l9B5 and will in all probabilif re-
ject it equally decisively if a general
election is held anv time between now
and Decerrrber 1989. [)o'uver seems to
be within their grasp. But are they pre-
pared for it? So far therc is no srr:lr sirlir
that they are In order to mal<e the
opposition acceptable to the eiectorate

Frr'rr.loiir I tt.'l i(-l

they need a credible leadership with
one leader projected as the shadow
Prime Minister. Will the opposition face
up to this daunting task of facing the
electorate under a single leader backed
by all the democratic opposition parties
in the country? This is the sixty million
dollar question!

Besides leadership, the opposition
needs a credible coherent policy and
programme of action fundamentally
different from the policies pursued by
successive Congress governments and
the messy Janata coalition. As regards
our domestic economic policy and
foreign policy, there is as much differ-
ence between government and opposi-
tion as there is between Tweedledunt
and Tweedledee, lt is time they pre-
sented to the nation the challange of a
new policy.

Discard Discredited Policies

Ever since 1947 the twin pillars of our
policy have been Nehru-socialism and
Non-alignment. Both are flawed
beyond repair and the opposition must
have the courage to reject them lock,
stock and barrel.

Jawaharlal Nehru was a well-
meaning man who had an ingrained
weakness for the socialist ideology of
the inter-war years. He, like a lot of de-
luded leaders of his generation, be-
lieved that poverty could be eliminated
by minimising the role of private enter-
prise and maximising public ownership.
Nontheless he wouldn t go the whole
hog and abolish private enterprise
altogether as they did in Russia. lnstead
he chose a pattern of mixed economy
in which central planning played a deci-
sive role. I do not think we have ever
appointed a commission of economic
experts to find out whether our five year
plans were resounding successes or
disastrous failures. All that we know is
that most of our public sector enter-
prises are in the red and that every year
their mounting losses are written off. ln
areas where the public sector enjoys a

monopoly no comparisions can be
made and it is not easy to assess their
relative success or failure.

The Changes in Russia

While Nehru launched his socialist
econornrc polcres basecl on publrc
c-lwnership arrd cer.rtral planrrirtq. tlre
western world was realizinrl that public
ownership of rlajol indusiries. even seI-
vice inrlustnc>. lras becn a colt,ssal fai-
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lure. ln the U.K. the conservatives under
Mrs. Thatcher who promised a relent-
less policy of de-nationalisation or pri-
vatisation extending even to service in-
dustries like water supply, urban hous-
ing and broadcasting have won three
successive elections. Even the Labour
Party has toned down its commitment
to socialism. ln France and Cermany
the socialists and social democrats
have lost power, The Spanish socialist
government is too pragmatic to be cal-
led socialist.

Even the Russians and the Chinese
have conceded that Stalinist socialism
was an economic disaster. besides
being an affront to human dignity. Cor-
bachev who has inherited Stalin's
socialist empire has had the candour to
concede that collective farms that do
not produce enough grain to feed peo-
ple, and factories that can produce only
sub-standard goods do not make eco-
nomic sense. Mr. Corbachev's personal
economic adviser. Prof. Abel Aganbe-
gyan, said a few weeks ago that he
would like to close down thousands of
unprofitable Soviet enterprises to re-
duce the state's direct role to 30 per-
cent or less by 1990. They are envisag-
ing an economy in which there will be
wholesale trade between individual fac-
tories, farms and consumers with the
state not directly involved. He argues
that Soviet indr.rstry needs the bracing
effect of international competition and
the influence of external market on the
quality of the goods they produce and
the technology they use. Corbachev
himself has said that there should be no
upper limit on the amount of money
that an honest man should be allowed
to earn. lt looks like a complete uolte
face.

Our sick industries are bleeding white
the nation's slender resources.' Bureaucratic incompetence, wide-

. spread corruption and general inertia
have ensured mounting losses in most
of them. Nehru's panacea for all econo-
mic ills has become a huge white
elephant. Why can't the opposition have
the g.umption to say that if returned to
power they would dismantle Nehru-
socialism and replace it with a rational
economic policy based on individual in-
itiative and private enterprise teducing
the role of the state to one of ensuring.
by means of shrewd controlled mea-
sures, that qreedv enterpreneurs do not
unduly explort i.l ir i,i-r:'sc5.

Non-Alignment has Failed

Our foreign policy is in a mess. lf all
our neighbours, China, Pakistan and
Bengladesh are hostile to us, there
must be something fundamentally
wrong with our foreign policy.

We were a subject nation. And the
subject-nation psychosis made us mor-
bidly anti-imperialist and hostile to all
the advanced western democracies
which had shed their imperialism.

Nehru, the western educated
Brahmin, who fo;mulated our foreign
policy even before the dawn of inde-
pendence took a firm anti-imper ialist
stand. Though he chose to stay in the
Commonvrealtl-,, it was anti-imperialism
that determined our policy. There was
something Quixotic about our waging a
ceaseless war against imperialism even
after it had become a thing of the past.
It was. anti-imperialism that led us to
non-alignment. Though we are ostens-
ibly non-aligned we are inextricably
aligned with the Soviet Union.

So Nehru's non-alignment has put us
on the back of a tiger; we need all the
skill and courage in the world to dis-
mount. lt is time we asked ourselves
whether this tiger ride, this geo-political
entanglement is inescapable, whether it
is in our best interest. Mao as well as
well as Sadat had the courage to get out
of this oppressive alliance and send
thousands of Soviet 'Advisers' and tech-
nicians packing home.

We are getting steadily sucked into
the Soviet orbit; our foreign policy, even
our domestic political and economic
policies are determined by our alliance
with the Soviet Onion. We keep on im-
porting inferior Soviet technology,
Soviet defence equipment etc. We have
chosen to buy even high-tech from the
Soviet Union while she, on her part, is
desperately trying to beg, borrow or
steal it from the advanced western
world and Japan.

As long as our foreign policy is sub-
servient to the Soviet grand design we
run the risk of being treated as an
enemy by the Western Allianc" with a,l
its unpredictable consequenc€s. Be-

-side,. we shall never bte able to get a

favoured nation treatment in the U.S.

'vhile Pakistan has become one of the
nrost favoured nations. We can keeJ>

mourninq about AWACS and the su-
perior conrputer technology that Pakis-

tan keeps importing from the U.S. and
even about American connivance at
Pakistan going nuclear while posing
proudly as the champion of the oppres-
sed nations of the world and forging our
links ever more strongly with the Soviet
Union. Why can t the opposition pre-
sent to the nation an alternative foreign
policy based on enlightened self-
interest?

lf the non-communist democratic
opposition has the vision and the poli-
tical acumen to sink their differences
and unite under an able leader with an
alternative domestic and foreign policy,
they still have a chance of averting dis-
aster and preventing lndian democracy
from slipping into the abyss of totalitar-
ianism.

--( v^.

I There are no longer kings and\,...'chieftains today. But the netas and
lbabus who have taken their place
have not ceased to be predatory.
Political power is no longer based on
the diVine right of kings. lt is now
based on the vote" and despite the
imperfections of lndian democracy
lhis has an impact. There is con-
siderable difference between the
profit maximisation of a king and a

neta. The former could be open ab-
out it but the latter needs to get re-
elected, and so it is in his own long-
terrn interest to limit the size of this
loot and see that some benefits get
through to the publlc. However, the
ancient notion that the state is the
personal fief ci the rr,rler has not
been erdicated frorn the minds of
the ruler or the ruled.
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Essay Competition

"That Government is Best that Governs the Least"
- Mahatma Gandhi

Jyoti Sandesara

Candhiji looked upon an increase in
the power of the State with the greatest
fear, because although while apparently
doing good by minimizing exploitation,
it does the greatest harm to mankind by
destroying individuality, which lies at the
root of all progress. People should carry
out all the welfare activities for them-
selves. ln the short run, however,
"Parental" government is necessary as
the people are ignorant of their respon-
sibilities. As they progress in under-
standing, as their moral level rises, and
as social co-operation develops, the
need for government will be less and
less. What democracy and liberty re-
quire is the development of spiritual
and moral values.

The compulsive nature of state au-
thority damages the ethical basis of the
individual's own action for, an action is
moral only when it is voluntarily per-
formed. A government which is based
on violence, even though it may pre-
tend to work on the principle of 'one

man one vote' is really not rule by all.
The people are government-minded,
but government is not people
minded. The essence of democracy lies
in the control of the people over the
government. Rulers are the people's
servants, People, the real masters.
Democracy must 'spring from within',
from the spiritual aspirations of ethical
individuals. lt will be a "Spiritual Demo-
cracy", achieved through decentralisa-
tion of political power. A top heavy-
administration with a small base is likely
to topple down with little or no force
and it is this that makes the democra-
cies of today rather "untenable".

An individual's opinion should have
greater weight than the opinion of the
many, if the opinion is sound. Swaraj
Government will be a sorry affair if peo-
ple look up to it for the regulation of
every detail of life. The authority of the
government is incapable of bringing
about any revolutic-rnary charrge arnong
the people. itre day any revolution gets
the backing of the qovernrnent. it de-
clines. becomes bureaucratic. institu-
tionalised and conformist. Swaraj is a

condition where none would exercise
authority over anybody else. Everyone
is his own ruler. without causing hindr-
ances to his neighbour. Government
cannot succeed in becoming a non-
violent state. The State does not dis-
appear all at once but its authority gra-
dually vanishes or it exists like the
alarm-chain in a railway compartment
to be used only irr an emergency. The
functirns of the higher bodies shall be
advisory and not mandatory, they shall
guide, advise, supervise but will not
command the lower bodies. Candhi's
ideal of grass-roots democracy is that
which "runs its affairs smoothly and
effectively without much State interfer-

On the occasion of Rajaji's birth

anniversary last year, The Rajaji

Foundation sponsored an essay

competition on the topic "That

Covernment is best that governs the

least."

Unfortunately according to the verdict

ofthe panel ofjudges none ofthe entries

qualified for the first and second prizes.

Extracts from the two essays

published on this page and the next were

awarded consolation prizes.

Lack of space prevents us from

publishing the two essays in full.

ence". Saruodaga has its roots in the
ideal of self-government of, for and by
the people.

Candhi accords a secondary place to
the State. His social ideal is of a state-
less and classless society. As the ulti-
mate end, he seeks a state of self-
regulated, self-adjusting, and enlight-
ened anarchy where coercion from any
external authori$ has no place, such a
society being run by disciplined indi-
viduals, that discipline being self-
imposed. His distrust of the State is a
pronounced feature of his theory be-
cause the State has force as its major
attribute. He wanted a democratic State
where the citizens had the capacity to
resist non-violently any abuse of author-
ity. Consistent with his doctrine of non-
violence, Gandhi emphasised the re-
formative character of punishment. He
was opposed to the death sentence, be-
cause to him, crime was bad, but not
the criminal. His advocacy of self suffi-
cienLautonomous villages was to incul-
cate the virtue of self-reliance and mor-
al uplift. The trusteeship doctrine lays
stress on "Social Justice". lt includes
legislative regulation of the ownership
and use of wealth. Since liberty is com-
mensurate with social responsibility,
some form of statism becomes inevit-
able. The only democratic answer to
statism or to totalitarianism is trus-
teeship.

He was a democrat in the sense that
he gave primacy to the individual in his
scheme of thought. He stressed the
value of the individual in his philosophy
and consequently adopted a critical atti-
tude to the claims of the State. The leg-
islative state cannot directly promote
morality, its function being the removal
of hindrances to a better life. The limita-
tions on the power of the State should
be real and not abstract. lt is for the
society and indiviouals to see that the
State ctocs ttot civerttcie rts auti rurity. lle
prescribes tlre suprcmacy of the moral
law over leqalitv. Tlre word "individual"
lirrds expression ttt C,rrrdirisrlr ttot as a
bundle of rights that he claims from the%
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State, but an ethical man bound by a
sense of duty. Allegiance to the state is
derived from adherence to an ethical
level.

Gandhi's concept of democracy had
nothing to do with numbers or majority
or representative rule in the ordinary
sense. He emphasized service and sac-
rifice as the motivating forces. ln a

democracy the dangers of the tyranny
of the majority are inherent, and so
democracy cannot be a lasting solution
to political problems.

MISSJYOTI SANDESAM is a 3rd year

B.Com student at the P.D. Lions College

Vrjay Raghavan
It is no mere coincidence that we

hear demands for Khalistan, Greater
Mizoram, Jharkhand state and Gorkha-
land, but not a single voice espousing
the cause of 'lndia Land'. The Govern-
ment has betrayed her masses. Econo-
mic deprivation, coupled with oPPres-

sive administration has led to a total
breakdown of the people's faith in our
system. As long as people get the feel-
ing that something is being done for
them they brave all their poverty and
take things in their stride.

Coming to what has happened after
the Mahatma's death, the less said the
better. Yes, indeed every lndian Prime
Minister has claimed to be Qandhiji's
follower. Hardly has a public function
gone without his name being eulogised
in the last 40 years. The first generation
of leaders were at least committed. But
most of the present lot has put the
Mahatma to shame. Politics today has

become a stepping stone for accumu-
lating wealth and power. Corruption has
become the order of the day. The man
on the street is being systematically
victimised and ostracised by the vagar-
ies of red tapism, the complexities of
outdated laws, the arrogance of the
government 'Babu' rnd the cunning-
ness of the local politician. He is being
further ground to dust by the oppres-
sion of the police Thanedar.

Our country today is a Wpical exam-
ple orcessive govemment leading to
retardation of public excellence.
Bureavcratisation has led to innumer-
able blockades in the road to progress.
Projects get delayed. Politicians
announce programrr.es with great
pomp and show, jungle grows around
the foundation stone and slowly people
forget about the projects. lf the nation
as whole suffers, naturally the minority
communities suffer the most. This
Ieads to a feeling of insecurity. lnsecur-
ity in turn breeds fundamentalism,
secessionism and widens the commun-
al divide. A few incidents of violence
adds to the fire, and where there was no
problem, a fresh and mammoth agita-
tion pops up (example the Gorkahland
issue). At such times due to excessive
red tapism, dependance on legal proce-
dures, prompt action is not taken to
right the wrongs. The Punjab Accord
will illustrate the point better. Govern-
ment as usual, bungled a golden
opportunity to win back people's sup-
port by entangling itself in judicial com-
missions, tribunals and terms of re-
ferendum of the accord. The letter of
the accord took undue precedence
over the spirit with which it was signed.

The result is there for all to see. Here
again is an example of our excessive
and over government. What was basi-
cally a political accord, was turned into
a legal and government accord only to
aggravate an already worsening situa-
tion. On the other hand, if proof is
needed of what a less governing gov-
ernment can achieve, one need not go
far but look at the Finance Ministry. lm-
practical, illogical tax rateS were
slashed, rules were simplified and gov-
ernment decisions were preceded by
intense debating of issues. A certain
amount of honesty and faith was re-
posed in the tax payer, and today the
revenue collection graph has taken a
dramatic upswing. Lower and reason-
able rates have made people more hon-
est, and collections have nearly dou-
bled.

Now to come down to the last but not
the least (by no means) important
questions posed? What would I do if I

were to become the Prime Minister?
Analgsing, every lndian loves; dorhg
every lndian shirks from. My priorities
can be listed as follows:

1. Education of masses
2. Drastic Judicial and Electoral Re-

forms
3. Coming down with a heavy hand on

corruption
4. Slashing red tapism and bringing in

a sense of responsibility and
accoutability in the bureacracY

5. Basic/Minimum sanitation and
hygeine lacilities.

6. Emphasis on rural uplift.

MR. VUAY RAGF|AVAII is a 3rd year tuts
student at the S.L.V. Jhaveri College of Arts

The Strait-Jacket
The welfare State is the postulate of

the Constitution of the Union of lndia: not
socialism. The difference between the
two is the difference between a jacket
and a strait-jackel The former is worn for
comfort the latter is intended to restrict
the movements of a person suffering
form a violent from of insani$. /such of
the advertisement done on behalf of
socialism, and a great deal of its vogue in
under-developed countries is traceable
to the confusion behizeen socialism and
the welfare State, people equating one
with other. There are many ways of orga-
nizing and maintaining a welfare State
other than the strait-jacket method
known by t\e name of socialism. The

l:reedom First 34

conservatives have done it in Britain and
America had been at it too. Socialism
gives too much power to the State which
must be exercised through highly paid
officials. The members of the bureaucra-
cy at various masters levels become the
masters of the economic life of the peo-
ple. They hold together like a clique.
Their contacts with those who for a profit
2roduce and distribute, and do other ser-
vices required for the life of the society,
r:esult in various forms of corruption,
concealed monopolies and exploitation.

These are turned to good use for poli-
tical power-purposes, so that the same
group manages to remain in uninter-
rupted power although we are under a

democracy.
Democracy can flourish only under

certain circumstances. lt requires conflict
as well as social cohesion, called 'affec-
tion' by Aristotle. lt requires conflict, for
otherwise the /ru could never get out. lt
requires social cohesion, otherwise the
Outs could be waging perpetual cMl war
as the Dravida Kazhagam in the South
wants iL Social cohesion, Aristotle wrote,
is more important than even justice. De-
veloping classes and class jealousy for

lhe purpose of votes is fatal to demo-
cracy.

C.RajagoPalachari
Stuar4iga, Aug. 13, 1960
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Demo crasy I Reform and Modernization
Fang Lizhi

Humon rights ore fundomentol privileges thot people hove from birth such os the right to think ond be
educoted, the right to morry ond so on, But wc Chinese consider these rights dongerous, Humon

rights ore universol ond concrete, but of presentwe lump freedom, equolity,,, with copitolism ond
criticizethem

We now have a strong sense
urgency to achieve modernizations
China.

But what kind of modernization do
we wa4t? The truth is every aspect of
the Chlnese world needs to be mod-
ernized. But do we went to be com-
pletely Westernized? No new con-
troversy, this question has been asked
for more than a century. As for myself. I

think that complete' Westernization is

the only way to modernize. Liberalize
every aspect of life, of course. What we
must not do is declare what must be
maintained, what must be preserved
unyieldingly and so on. Frankly, I feel
we still lag bbhind beciuse these de-
cades of socialist experimentation since
Liberation have been - well, a failure.
This is not just my opinion. lt is clear to
all eyes.

Socialism is at a low ebb. There is no
getting around the fact that no socialist
state in the post-World War ll era has
been successful, and neither has our
own thirty-odd year-long socialist ex-
periment. There are those who claim
that China is too large, too poor, and
too overpopulated for socialism to suc-
ceed here. Some say that we have
accomplished quite a bit in getting as

far as we have. These excuses can be
refuted on theoretical and practical
grounds. China's population density is

not overwhelming. According to my re-
search on the subject, each square kilo-
meter of arable land in China supports
750 people, but the same amount of
land in Japan supports twice that num-
ber, up to 1500 people per square kilo-
meter. Why can't China achieve Japan's
level of production!? Both countries
OnCe wclc itt ,t >rttril.rt ctutir)lllir :ic.liu.

Just after the war. Japatr's e(.onorrry
was as backward as ours, so China s

present situation cattttot be explained
as a result of population pressure.

Claims that China is too poor mey be
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disproved on the same grounds.

FROM IVIARX TO MAO, COMMONISM
HAS FAILED

I will illustrate my point with examples
drawn from socialist countries. I find the
case of East and West Berlin particular-
ly striking. Though they are separated
by a tall rvall, West Berliners who want
to go to East Berlin do so freely. They
need only buy a vacation pass. West
Berlin is materially rich, but in East Ber-
lin there are few consumer goods in the
markets and the people look like they
lead severe lives, despite the impressive
architecture that abounds in that part of
the city. The difference between East
Berlin and West Berlin is clearest at the
border. 'fhere is a brief custorr.s cheor
on the West Berlin side. but going back
rl,- 1.,.1. lr lf :. rl.,,^ ,l.l.rl'. \Llu\,( rLrt l, li lll\rlUUliillJ ..\

anrined. tor fear the East Berliriers
might escape to West Berlin. lf their
society rs so firic, vi'lry'do thi:y worrl afr

out people escaping? The socialist
movement. fronr Marx and Lenin to

China s Sakharov'

Stalin and Mao Zedong, has been a fai-
lure.

Of course, socialism has some posi-
tive aspects. What deserves our atten-
tion, however, is the fact that the prac-
tice of socialism has not produced
them. We should face this problem
squarely and not allow ourselves to be
blinkered by narrow orthodoxy. Clear-
ing our minds of all Marxist dogma is
the first step. Last year I advocated the
same idea at Beijing University; my
statements were passed on and some
people upstairs took issue with it. Now I

learn that the same ideas are to be
found in the documents of the Party
Central Committee, acknowledging, in
effect. the narrowness of Maxism-
Leninism. Let me clarify what I mean.
,\1,rr-ri'r"n ccrtt.rlr', r,;crrrc inlii;ht:, intc
tlre natr-rrc of r:ivilizatiorr. but in practice
it leads us to acct:pt only the truths of
,\1.rrxi>rn ar-rd dispcnse rvith all the other
lessons of history. lt rejects all positive

elernents to be founrJ in other peoples,
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Powered by the Nissan engine
This modern and fuel-effrctenr
l.l8 litre engine makes one lirre
of petrol stretch through l7 kms
(according to the Government
of lndia test procedures)
The synchromesh system for all four
lowvard gears ensures smooth gear
change and easy transmission

Takes on any road
The well-suspended body makes for
good road holding. Adequate
ground clearance makes it ideal
for out-of-city driving.

It',s gor safery builr inro it
Fade-resrstant disc brakes on the
front wheels wtth servo asststance
for reduced pedal effort and instant

The car that makes
a lot more carsense!

sropprng. Large wrndscreen for
betrer visibiliry. The door frame. roof
and floor panels are indrvidually
pressed out of single metal sheers to
ensure a structurally stronger body.
They all add up to a safer ride.

Just the right size
It's compact enough io spell fuel
effrcrency and easy manoeuvnng
And brg enough to seat five
comfonably. There's more legroom
inside and more luggage space In
the trunk.

The look says sleek
Clean, elegant lines. Polyurethane
bumpers and steering wheel.
Wraparound tail lights A smooth
paint finish. Ribbed upholsrery

Contoured. reclrnable front seats.
Every part spells sleekness.

From Premier Automobiles,
-of course!
The Premier I l8 NE combines the
sturdy body of the Fiat l24 and
a modern. fuel-effrcient l. l8 litre
englne desrqned rn collaboration
wrth Nissan PAL engineers have
tested and perfected the model to
suit lrrdran chmates and road
conditions.
After all, we've always given you the
better car. Now, with new horizons
opening up on the car scene, rsn't it
natural the better chorce should
corne from us?

The Premier Alrtomobiles Limited
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cultures and history up to Liberation.
But no aspect of humanitY maY be re-
jected, for all contribute to civilization.

Smash Orthodoxy

Since Liberation, the tendency to
consider China superior to other peo-
ples and cultures has become nothing
less than a religion. Now the Long
March, the fiftieth anniversary of which
we celebrated last month, was under-
taken by a" vanguard that braved
hardships of every kind, all the way from
Jiangxi to Shanbei, in their quest for
truth. Their spirit deserves our praise.
But the propaganda Bureau embel-
lished it to the degree that the Long
March now appears to be the accom-
plishment of people of extraordinary
caliber, an event without historical pre-
cedent, and so on. These grandiose
claims are simply inaccurate. Frankly, I

think Chinese history does indeed bear
testament to events similar to the Long
March; I refer to Xuan Zhung's journey
to lndia. Xuan Zung's journey and the
long March were quests of the same
order. Xuan Zhung himself was a very
significant figure in Chinese history. ln
lndia he became so adept at Buddhism
that he became the right-hand man of
the Prior at.a Buddhist academy. He
was not simply chosen by those in
power, as is the practice today, but had
to prove himself in debate, prevailing
over several hundred other candidates.
He was one of two Chinese (Both scho-
lars of Buddhism) mentioned in a work
by an eminent historian of science for
their contribution to humanity. The sig-
nificance of his quest for wisdom was in
no way inferior to the Red Army's Long
March. Therefore, the latter was not en-
tirely without historical precedent. What
is unprecedented are propaganda
claims, feudalist in character, that
attempt to enshrine a certain orthodory
and discount all other truths.

Sweden's Successful Socialism

Thus we must commit ourselves to
complete and thorough liberalization.
We must remold our society by absorb-
ing influences from all cultures. What
we must not do is isolate ourselves and
allow our cclnceit to ct-rttviltce us that we

alone are correct. World civilization is
the composite product of every culture.
Socialism is one facet of this vital world
civilization. Although it stands at a low
ebb today, there are several different

types of socialist societies, each trying
to achieve the goals of socialism in its
own way. Not all have failed utterly. Dur-
ing a conference I attended in Sweden
last July, a Swedish acquaintance in-
formed me that Swedish socialism was
true socialism. Over half of their indus-
tries, he said, are nationally owned and
there are Do gr€or dispariities of wealth,
Their standard of living is very high;
their per capita gross national product
equals $ 19,000, far beyond ours. He
asked about our social welfare system,
so lwas forced to admit that the one we
have is nothing compared to Sweden's
which genuinely provides social welfare.
Their government promotes Mamism,
too. Furthermore, the Swedes consider
television to be an instrument of educa-
tion, so commercials are banned. Con-
sidered as a whole, from ideology to a
level of social development far beyond
our own, Sweden is more socialist than
China. The Swedes call their socialist
experiment a success.

We must consider Swedish socialism
to be more progressive and rational
than Chinese socialism. China empha-
sizes class struggle and dictatorship of
the proletariat, destroying the capitalist
class in the process. The Swedes, on
the other hand, promote social har-
mony as the means to resolve class anl
other social contradictions. During the
1950's, Sweden, like China, took radical
steps to adjust social relations, even
obliterating a social class in the pro-
cess. However, the victim was the pro-
letariat rather than the capitalist class.
They obliterated the proletariat by trans-
forming the bulk of the Swedish
population into bourgeoisie. I feel their
experience merits serious considera-
tion.

We are hobbled by many old ideas
which we have grown to i,ccept as natu-
ral. Going abroad leads one to realize
that those old habits of thought are
flawed. We still have too many feudal
tendencies.

Democratization - What it Really
Means

Not long ago we asked for democra-
cy (which) is quite different fror,r relaxa-
tion of restrictions. The critical compo-
nent to the democratic agenda is hu
man rights, a touchy issue in our coun-
try. Human rights are fundamental pri-
vileges that people have frorn birth,
such as the right to think and be edu-
cated, the right to marry, and so on. But

we Chinese consider these rights
dangerous. Human rights are universal
and concrete, but at present we lump
freedom, equality and brotherhood
together with capitalism and criticize
them all in the same terms. lf we are the
democratic country we say we are,
these rights should be stronger here
than elsewhere, but at present they are
nothing more than an abstract idea.

I feelthat the first step toward demo-
cratization should be recognition of hu-
man rights. Everybody has different
views and methods, but if they are inte-
grated according to democratic princi-
ples people can become united
societies and nations. However, the
whole issue changes the moment we
come to consider democracy as some-
thing that is maintained by collective
effort, for already democratization has
come to mean something performed
by superiors upon inferiors - a serious
misunderstanding of democracy. Our
government does not give us democra-
cy by loosening our bonds a little. lt
gives us only enough freedom to writhe.
Freedom by decree is not fit to be cal-
led democracy, for, unlike Western
democracy, it fails to provide the most
basic human rights. Our newspapers
often report the inspection tours of the
people's representatives. Representa-
tives of the people making inspections?
Think about it. Does such a thing take
place in a democracy? Representatives
are selected by the people. They should
represent their constituency, not in-
spect it. An institution that inspects the
people is not democratic.

Democragr Starts with the lndividual

Representatives should spend some
time listening to their constituencies be-
fore sessions of the National Assembly;
then use the Assembly as a forum for
presenting the views of the people. But
far be it for our representatives to repre-
sent our opinions. Actually, I once cons-
idered it perfectly naturalto put up with
inspection tours. Then, early this year, I

spent several months at a research in-
stitut;on in New Jersey. One day I re-
ceived in the mail some information
fror,r a state congressman describing
what he had rer:ently accomplished in
the siate legislature. his voting record,
what issues were being discussed -- in
short, giving an account of his politics. lt
was his report to the people, demon-
strating the congressman's resPect and

offered to represent at the next session
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of the state legislature those who did
not agree with his stand on issues. He
cared even for the views of a Chinese
man who had been accustomed to call-
ing American society a false democra-
cy. ln our genuine democracy, on the
other hand, I have never received a re-
port of my representative's activities or
his voting record. My representative will
be only too happy to cast my vote with-
out having the vaguest idea of what I

think. That is why our 'genuine demo-
cracy' will never be a match for the false
democracy'.

ln democratic nations, democracy
flows from the individual and govern-
ment has responsibilities towards him.
Objectively speaking, government de-
pends for its continued operation upon
the taxes he pays. Taxes return to the
individual as services coordinated by
the government, such as schools, hos-
pitals, publiq welfare and municipal
government. The situation in China is

c'rrite different; we praise our govern-
ment whenever it finally gets around to
doing something for us, when in fact
the government has done nothing
more than fulfill its obligation. What
Chinese intellectual life lacks utterly is a
democratic social conscience. Our poli-
tical institutions need many reforms,
but the development of a democratic
social conscience is absolutely vital.

Educated Men are not the State's
Tools

The large number of violent incidenls
that have taken place recently in
Europe have destabilized Western life,
so there is vast public support for a

crackdown there. When lflew to France
last July, that country was experiencing
a wave of airline terrorism. There were
proposals to call upon French citizens
to report any suspicious person or inci-
dent. The police would be empowered
to detain suspects on these grounds
alone. This law would "protect the in-
terests of the whole society" The mea-
sure was rejected after much discus-
sion in the French National Assembly.
Why? Certainly not because the French
people approve of violence. Rather, the
opposition argued that such a law
would produce informers, and the very
existence of rnformers woulcl corrocle
the democratic nature of French socie
ty

In China, on the other hand, it is not

only normal for me to ittforrn on you if I
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suspect you of something, but a posi-
tive virtue as well; lwould be praised for
my alertness and contribution to class
struggle, in spite of my disrespect for
democracy and human rights. Citizens
should be protected against accusation
on the grounds of casual suspicion. In
China, however, pecple live in constant
fear of casual suspicion. Democracy
will never take root in a society like ours.

Let me mention just a few more
thipgs. lt is only logical that we intellec-
tuals and scientists have independent
standards for evaluating what goes on
within our ken. ln many Western na-
tions, universities are independent of
government. Management of the uni-
versity system, edrrcatlonal content,
academic standards and goals should
be determined by academic leadership,
not political leadership. Money, of
course, is still a necessity, and for this
the universities need government's
helping hand, but government respon-
sibility should end there. Many Western
universities are independent even of in-
dustry. My point is that higher education
can become an important democratiz-
ing force; to liberate oneself from slav-
ery to government and other non-
intellectual authorities one need only
consider knowledge to be an indepen-
dent organism. But not in China. What
our universities produce are tools, not
educated men. Our graduates cannot
think for themselves. They are quite
happy to be the docile instruments of
someone else's purposes. China's intel-
ligentsia still has not cleansed itself of
this tendenry. For example, in my field,
physics, the most valuable opinions are
those of colleagues in the same field,
but in the world of Chinese physics the
most important opinion is that of poli-
tical leaders. Therefore, people in my
field still pe;ceive themeselves as tools
rather than independent arbiters of their
own values. The same problem exists
outside physics. As a physicist I fre-
quently come in contact with Chinese
social science, and I have discovered
that some social science research is
directed by official pronouncements.

This would be academically defensi-
ble if the political leaders responsible
for research goals were scholars of phi-
losophy. or scholars of anything for that
matter. -[hey are not. But however
worthless their views may be from an
academic standpoint, academics
nevertheless need the government line

to saltcti<-rtt what they do. Reseatclr tc,t ,-
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ditions in the West offer a striking con--
trast. There nobody will interfere with
research, no matter what conclusions
are reached. On the contrary, western
governments actively seek scholars'
opinions, review their data, and request
permission to use their ideas. Western
governments need academic opinions
to justify their policies, rather than vice
versa. Knowledge is independent of
power. lt must never submit, for know-
ledge loses its value as soon as it bows
to power.

Science should be allowed to de-
velop according to its own principles,
free of any ideological straightjacket.
Marxist critiques of academic methods
since Liberation have been utterly
erroneous, and while it is true that they
have diminished in number, we stil!
have to put up with them. I know this
from personal experience. I have heard
grumbling about my political ideas, and
that is fine, but simply will not accept
any interference in my scientific re-
search. I am an assistant editor for Scr-
ence Digest. Last year we carried an
article introducing quantum astrophy-
sics, a new branch of science. We sci-
entists have our own theoretical and
hypothetical tools for judging the con-
sistency and correctness of our work if
we have to. This is all part of the scien-
tific method. After its publication we re-
ceived a letter from someone very high
in the Party accusing its author of sub-
jective idealism. Of course, criticism of
science is fine, but if it tries to pass itself
off as philosophy it just doesn't wash in

scientific circles. The editors replied
that Science Digest published only sci-
ence, not that kind of Manism that arro-
gates to itself all standards of correct-
ness. We physicists and astronomers
have our own standards. What does
philosophy have to do with us? We
didn't care a bit that the author of the
letter was none other than Comrade Hu
Qiaomu himself. We welcome com-
ments from you if you understand
astrophysics, but if you don't then get
out of our way! Democracy will have no
protection until the entire scientific
community is filled with this spirit. The
products of scientific knowledge should
be appraised by scientific standards; we

should not be swayed by the winds of
power. Iherr we cart rttocletttrze. I'ilerl
we will have real denrocracy.
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Kandaku n Y eerasal ingam Panthu I u
M. Murlidhara

Ronode colled him the Vidyosogor of the South Chompion of mony couses he con be colled the
creotor of modern Andhro consciousness Every Telugu is o beneficiory of the toils thot this greot son of

Andhro bottled oll his life.

The life and story of Veerasalingam
Panthulu will be remembered in the
south as a pioneer who fearlessly ex-
posed the evils of obscurantist supersti-
tions, advocated freedom of thought,
championed the cause of women's
education, stressed the need for public
morality and strived to uphold huma-
nitarian values. Ranade called him the
'Vidyasagar of the South'. Born in a very
poor family struggling even to get a for-
nal secondary education, he rose to
the very top by sheer hard work and
self-discipline. Champion of many
causes he can be called the creator of
modern Andhra consciousness. Every
Telugu, wherever he be, is benefici-
ary ot the torls that thrs great son of
Andhra battled all his life. Born in Ra-
jahmundry he was a frail sick child,
whose survival after an attack of small-
pox was itself a miracle. He not only
battled for social reforms but for his life
as well, troubled as he was by chronic
asthma.

Early Years

Losing his father at a tender age he
was deeply influenced by his mother
and he used to always remember her
with gratitude for allthat she did to him.
His poverty cut short his meagre educa-
tion. Privations compelled him to take
up a job at the age of twelve. He be-
came an apprentice to one of his rela-
tives working in the Revenue office. He
spent his leisure trying to learn English,
Arithmetic and Sanskrit. By I860,
Veerasalingam joined the government
district school. At school, he proved to
be a very brilliant student winning allthe
prizes for scholarly proficiency as well
as special prizes for good conduct.
Telugu was his favourite subject, which
he later was to sllape as a supple instru-
ment in spreadirrg the nressage of so-
cial reform.

Two incidents at school indicated his
qualities. lle was interested in studying

a Telugu classic known as Vasucharil-
ram but this was priced at Rs. 5/- which
was beyond him. He played truant from
school, and studied this at the shop
paying a renl fcr this privilege. His
mother came to know about this and
bought the expensive book for him. ln-
terestingly later in life he was to revolt
against the type of literature that
Vastr:haritram illustrated. The other irr-
cident was when he led a strike of stu-
dents calling for the replacement of the
headmaster of his school who could
hardly teach English; for doing this he
was severely reprimanded by the au-
thorities. Ultimately the authorities were
compelled to institute an enquiry and
the findings vindicated the stand of the
students led by Veerasalingam.

Early marriage, a separate domestic
establishment, illness all conspired to
delay his completion of formal educa-
tion till he was 22. He also passed va-
rious entrance examinations, con-
ducted by the government and qualified
himself for government service, He,
however, preferred teaching and did
ample justice to his chosen profession.

From the year lB7 l, when he was
appointed as a junior assistant in the
government district school at Ra-
jahmundry on a salary of Rs. 25l-, till his
last days, he passionately devoted him-
self to the cause of education and his
admirers lovingly called him Panthulu

- which in Telugu means teacher. He
was a good teacher though harsh in
dealing with the students. However, his
iron discipline did not make him un-
popular with the students. Some of his
students with whom he was very harsh,
later paid glowing tributes to the mas-
ter.

Social Reformer

ln 1874, Veerasalingam was posted
as a headmaster of the anglo-
vernacular school, on a salary of Rs.44l
- which was quite a big jump from the
meagre sum that he rvas earning. More
importantly, he was able to put his ideas
in concrete form. His association with
foreign missionaries and perusal of
western writings impressed him with
the imperative of social reform; he was
able to critically view his own society. He
found that ignorance was at the root of
all evil. He took upon himself the task of
spreading women's education in the
teeth of social opprobrium. Besides
speaking and writing on this, he started
a girl's school, one of the first of its kind
to be started by an individual in the
Telugu districts. He made his friend,
Malladi Atchanna Sastri, headmaster of
the school. Simultaneously he made his
debut in journalism, with a monthly
Viuekauardhini (l876) which became
popular. lt must be remembered that
this was long before Kesari was started.
Basavaraju CavarrajLr. a close associate
and Veerasalinqam formed a group to
prornote social up[ftment and religious
reforms irr the environs of Rajahmurn-
dD,.

By 1876. Veerasalingam had to sever
his links with his school. and returned to
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Born in the innetmost recesscs of the :cul, man's oeatiue
spirit is boundless. And apresscs itself in a thousand ways.

Painting, sanlpnre, drawing. Port y and prose. Dance,
drama and music.

The magic of melody

In the rcalm of Indian dassical music Kamataka's role
is both unique and significant Camatic music draws
is wry name from it. And some of the greatest living
expon€nb of the Hindustani musical gerw hail from
this state.

In ancient tirnes, Ifunatalo tud produced higNy
adrranced worts on music, the detail and scope of
which are unmatcled to this day. Notable among
them are Bharata's natyaastra, Matznga's brihaddcsi,

Shamgadara's sangita ratnaharo,Vidyaranya\
sang'lasara and Ramamatya's swammclahalanidhi.
Composen too were equally prclific, the most famous
bcing hrudaradasa. Whose pillai gcctas an nll
today dre foundation lessons for any student of
Camatic music.

With this backgound, it is not surprising that
Kamaaka tus produced some top musiciaru rn
Camatic music - Veena Shesharuu, Bakhi
Subbanna, Mpore Vasudevacharya, Muthiah
Bluga\athar, Bidaram ltislunappa, Devendrappa
andT, Chowdiah to name only a few.

In Hindusani music, the songs of Amir l(husm were
weU lsroriln in lGnatala as far back as the 14th

c€ntury. Also higNy renowned was
musician<omposerSultan Ibnhim Adilshah II of
Bijapurwhose Kiaabe-Nauras is firll of
compositions in the Hindustani dhrupad style. Some
ofthe most famous figures on the national arena of
contemporary Hindustani music too are from
Karnatalq - BhimsenJoshi, Gangubai Hangal,

Dr. Mallilarjun Marsur, KumarGandharva, Devendra
Muldeshwar and Basararaj Rajagunr.

This prolific musicd activig is no accident.
Kamaala's unique geographical posidcin makes it an
ideal meeting ground fcrr all kinds c 

rstyles, concepts
and ideas. Nurtured by rulen whose paronage ofthe
arts is legendary.

Kamataka's literary history is more than a thousand
yean old. And the wodcs of is early writen display
rema*able erudition and skill. TheJaina period
saw great epics like Pampa's bharatha and Ranna's
gadayuddha. The Veerashaiva movement followed,
the moving spirit of which was Basaweshwara -religious teacher and social reformer. He eruiched
Kannada literature with a nar sgle of poetic prose
called, uachanas.

Modem Kanruda literature has been upholding this
immersely rich radition Four of the recipiens of the
prestigiousJnana Peeth awarrd, out of the 14 awarded
so far, ar,e from this sate - K V. hrttappa
(Kuvempu), Bendre, Karanth and Masti Venlatesa
Iyengar.

It can be said without exaggeration that there is no
freld of literature tlut Karuudiga wdten luve not
explored and excelled in - be it prose, poety, lyrics
or drama.

The drama oflife
Kamatala's folk theane has an ancient and rich
uadition - dre two principal forms beinglalshagana
and the puppet theaue. Yakhagana is a vibrant,
colourfi{ spectacle of elabonte costumes, melodious
music and vigorous dancing. Kamatala is also famous
for its haikatha and gamaAa.

Music, poeuy, dance an? drama are the spa*ling
faces of the diamond that is lGmatala. Come, see

and experience it foryounelf.

karnataka
information
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Karnataka - celestial in thousht.
wondrous in cre?ti6n
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his home town. Working in an English
school was not to his liking for it in-
volved knee-bending. He would rather
be unemployed and pursue social acti-
vities. By the end of the year he was
again offered the Junior Telugu Assis-
tant's position in a government school,
and back to the old salary of Rs. 25.
Though reluctant, the counsel of his
headmaster Mr. Metcalfe made him
accept it. His return to his home town
marked the beginning of a renaissance
in Andhra. A furious debate had started
in Andhra between the conservatives
who tended to be obscurantist and the
liberal reformers. This, in many ways,
recalled the earlier debates between
Vidyasagar and his opponents in Ben-
gal and the fierce personalised battle of
ideas that was to take place in Poona
between the followers of Tilak and
Agarkar.

Veerasalingam's opponents were led
by a formidable scholar of great attain-
ment, Kokkanda Venkataraya Panthulu
who had the support of sections of the
population and those who controlled
printing presses.

Veerasalingam's journals could not
be printed for no one was favourable to

his ideologies and he had to start his
own press.The baftle was between con-
servatism and social reform. ln this
Veerasalingam had the advantage for
he was backed by knowledge of west-
ern science, history and sociology. The
battle between the giants divided the
whole of the educated sections of
Andhra. Dogma.ism and obscurantism
could not for long face the razor sharp
parries of Veerasalingam.

The debates were carried on through
the journals and magazines that the re-
spective parties started. Both reso'ted
to serious disputations, and were not
averse to using satire, humour and
parodies to further their claim. This was
to be a distinct gain for the cause of
Telugu Journalismf/asga Sa4lrni of
Veerasalingam and Hasga Vardhini of
his oponent have an important place in
the development of satire and humour.

Writing for the Common Man
As the debate progressed the need to

simpli! the language of journalism be-
gan to be stressed and here again he
took the lead. He made effecti.re use of
the simplified Telugu language in his
writings. This he did despite the fact

that he was a master in writing the
orthodox classical type. His earlier writ-
ings won for him acclamation from
scholars and pundits. But he found that
the common man could not under-
stand a thing of what he wrote. Then he
started to reflect on the purpose of lan-
guage. lf it were to be in the grip of an
elite, it would beof no use to society. A
language could flourish only by writing
for the ordinary masses to whom the
writer had a moral responsibility of
education and guidance. He tried to rid
the language of old complex, and
obscure forms, simplify grammer rules
and use the spoken language in writ-
ings.

It was the contention of Veerasaling-
am that the raising of social standards
was the foremost duty of a journalist. ln
those days certain viees were common
among the educated and the rich. Cor-
ruption and bribery of public offices was
taken for granted. No function private
or public was complete without the par-
ticipation of a nautch.

lll-treatment and sexual harassment

of widows was winked at and in some
cases justified on religious grounds.
More than anything a spirit of civic re-
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sponsibility and social awareness was
lacking. Each group was interested in
protecting its own interest. lt was in
such a society that he wanted to bring a

transformation, inculcating a spirit of
sacrifice and truthfulness. He wanted to
educate people to revolt against injus-
tice. "Wherever I came across a wrong
done, it is not in my nature to put up
with it in silence. I shall have no peace
of mind, until I found a remedy for it ... It
has been my firm conviction from the
outset, that morality was vital for prac-
tice of religion", he wrote.

Offending Vested lnterests
His journalistic ventures earned him

many enemies, landed him in financial
losses and made him suffer mental
agony. Yet he did not deviate from his
chosen path. The policy of Viuekauar-
dhini, he boldly professed, would be to
spare no wrong doer, however eminent
he be in society. He knew he would be
facing many difficulties in this pursuit.
He wrote in an early issue of Viuekauar-
dhini "lf bribery is condemned, the loc-
al satraps would be offended; if con-
cubinage is denounced, the gay lothar-
ios would be outraged; if outmoded
customs are discouraged, the unlet-
tered masses would feel unhappy; and
if ostentatious rituals are disapproved of
as going against the true spirit of reli-
gion, the priests and preceptors would
be mightly displeased. lf the journal
were to prove true to its self-chosen
mission, it must need offend such a

wide variety of vested interests"

Fighting against nautch and con-
cubinage was fighting against great
odds, for these had acquired some so-
cial recognition. There were no welfare
schemes in those days to come to the
help of such destitutes. Dancing pro-
vided a regular source of income. He
himself engaged them when he
arranged a widow remarriage. The
abolition of Ihe Deuadasi system in the
Madras Presidency owed not a little to
his work and that of his disciples.

Exposing Corruption
Veerasalingam's great achievement

was using his journal to expose corrup-
tion and bribery with concrete proof.
Since law schools liad not becu,t,c
widespread tlrere was d system of
granting certificates to eminent writers,
and persons working in lawyers offices,
to practice as lawyers in District Munsiff
courts. This system was known as

Sanad. No prior educational qualifica-
tion or a law degree was required and
favouritism was widely practised in the
issue of Sanads. The District Judges
who were English were advised by local
senior officials on this. A particular
Sheristadar (as the native official was
called) turned this into a profitable busi-
ness and eliminated all those who failed
to meet his demands. Veerasalingam
was convinced that one Mr. Wallace un-
consciously lent himself to be a party to
this, and of his failure to act when things
were brought to his notice.

Viuekauardhrni sprung into action,
exposing the guilty in issue after issue;
and shocking an aghast public by this
exposure, earni,rg both praises by the
general public and the ire and criticism
of government officials. Summoned to
appear before the court, Veerasalingam
stood firm and refused to answer ques-
tions put to him by the judge about the
authorship of the controversial articles.
He argued he was under no legal
obligation to do so. The District Judge
could do no more in the matter,
although he wanted to prosecute him
for contempt of court. ln the meantime
the High Court was seized of the entire
episode and after examining the case
promptly ordered the cancellation of all
Sanads.

Another of Veerasalingam's expo-
sures of corruption at court was to be
more damaging. A District Munsiff by
name P. Sriramulu, was notorious for
accepting bribery. He found the writings
of judgements laborious and usually
would designate the work to the gov-
ernment pleader who was his brother-
in-law. The usual practice was to award
judgement depending upon the
amount of bribe that the party would
offer. Veerasalingam learnt that the
judge had altered his written judgement
in a particular case and had rewritten an
entirely new one after he was adequate-
ly bribed. One night Veerasalingam col-
lected the entire wastepaper of the
court and reassembled the torn judge-
ment. Once he was in possession of the
evidence he fearlessly placed the facts
before the public. An enquiry was con-
ducted by the District Judge. At Court
lrc pruduccd tlre oriqirial judgernerrt

that he had resurrected and the charges
framed in Viuekauardhinl were upheld.
Ttre judge fourrd that a whole bunch of
court officials were involved in the ugly
episode. Some people lost iobs, but the

mental torture of the Munsiff was so se-
vere that he committed suicide.

Widow Remarriage

A new chapter in the history of the
modern South was ushered in when
Veerasalingam joined the Brahmo
Samaj. Till then his and his youthful
friends' activities of social reforms were
in areas like inter-caste dining, emph-
asising the need for post-puberly mar-
riage of girls, fight against untouchabil-
ity and so on. They got but limited suc-
cess. lt was only when he visited Madras
that he came into contact with Brahmo
Samaj leaders from Bengal. He read
their writings and new horizons opened
up. The issue of widow remarriage now
interested him. But arguments had to
be hammered out and the material
available in support of widow remar-
riage was rather meagre. A Telugu
pamphlet by scholar Rangacharya
came to his help..He also mastered
ancient writings on the subject and pre-
pared his case on a strong foundation.
Fully armed with these and fully aware
that he was opening a Pandora's Box,
Veerasalingam advocated the cause of
widow'g remarriage at a public lecture
at the Vijayanagaram Cirl's School in
Rajahmundry on August 3, 1879. His
argument was based on both liberal
and scholastic view points. Against the
conservatives he argued that there were
a number of instances of widow remar-
riages in ancient Hindu life. The writings
of learned authorities like Yagnavalkya,
Parasara sanctioned them. lt was but
natural that his talk should cause a
storm among the Telugu people. The
conservatives unable to defeat Veerasa-
lingam on points of logic resorted to
violence, only to be defeated in their
own game by the loyal students of the
'Panthulu' who were his strength. They
accompanied him everywhere and
formed a securi$ ring around him.
Fearlessly Veerasalingam carried his
message of widow remarriage to all the
important towns of Andhra. He was Pre-
pared to face his critics, counter their
argur rents with effective evidence and
sound logic and was prepared to listen
to the other side of the issue.

An organisation called Widow Re-

r narndge Asst-rciatiott ( WFaA/ was

formed to effectively carry on the ideas

into practice. While some champions
founded the Association, others sup-
ported it in other ways. Parents of many
unfortunate widows looked upon Vera-
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salingam as a saviour. Young people
were enthusiatic and came forward to
marry widows. But the social opposition
was quite formidable. Although there
had been earlier instances of widow re-
marriages in Calcutta and Maharashtra
as far as back 1869, it was possible in
South lndia only in 1881. The first
widow remarriage in the South did not
take place in Madras, where sufficient
ground work had been done, but in Ra-
jahmundry. lt was mainty due to the
eilons of Veerasalingam.

The event itself was dramatic for the
possibility of assault upon the
bridegroom could not be ruled out. He
had to be literally smuggled under dark-
ness to the place of marriage. Many
members of WRA were prevented from
attending the marriage by being locked
up in the houses. Some of them howev-
er did manage to come. The profes-
sional priests, cooks and others who
were needed in conducting the mar-
riage boycotted the marriage. But with
the active assistance of his well-wishers,
students and above all the British offi-
cials, Veerasalingam created history in
arranging the first widow remarrige.
Within four days a second wedding was
successfully carried through. The
orthodox did not take to these and in-
voked the authority of Sankaracharya.
His Holiness sent letters of excom-
munication to many members of WRA,
which was sufficient to panic them.
Many begged for forgiveness and re-
joined the mainstream. However the fol-
lowers of Veerasalingam challenged
legally the competence of the Sank-
aracharya. The devotees of the Guru
tried to settle the issues in the streets
but they did not expect the thrashing
they got from the students of Veerasa-
lingam. By I BB4, when more than ten
marriages had been conducted the
police were no longer necessary to en-
sure peace on these occasions.

Political Activity
From 1880s, a new phase of activity

attracted Panthulu. His restless mind
now sought the sphere of public politic-
al activity. He entered the Rajahmundry
Municipal Corporation as a nominated
member. His record as a corporator
was exemplary. He was impartial in his
dealings with such thorny issues as en-
croachment on government land, non-
payment of house taxes, and it was
natural that he slrorrld make enemies.
Netther did he allow himself to be bos-

sed by the British officials. When a
proposal was made to make the Sub-
Collector who had punitive powers to
be Chairman of the council, Veerasa-
lingam was the only person to protest
against this.

His voice was one of sanity during the
Salem riots of 1883. For Veerasaling-
am, not only English education but the
British system of administration and
government were much needed be-
nefits. These were unavoidable in the
times then. His stress was on social re-
form and gradual social reform. He did
not include political independence. In
fact the very thought of severing con-
nections with the English scared him.
He was not opp'lsed to political rights
but sincerely felt that Britishers would
gradually give these rights.

It was his contention that prior to Brit-
ish advent in lndia, we never had any
system of rule of law, orderly justice,
and social equality. These ideas came
into being only due to our contact with
the English. Therefore there was a his-
toric necessity for British rule in lndia.

Veerasalingam like many other liber-
als looked at only one aspect of British
rule. He paid no attention to the vio-
lence, cruelty and the systematic eco-
nomic exploitation by the colonial rul-
ers.

But by 1905 he found himself out of
step with the new nationalism inspired
by B.C. Pal and the Bande Mataram
movement. ln the new frenzied atmos-
phere his ideas sounded jarring. Social
isolationism was inevitable. People who
had gone to school with him turned
against him and branded him an agent
of the imperialists. There was a move to
expel him from the membership of the
Town Hall. lt was deeply distressing to
note that in his old age he was sub-
jected to scandals; and his name was
unfortunately associated with that of a
destitue widow who lived in tl'.e Rehabi-
litation House that he had promoted.
However when he breathed his last
(May 27 , 1919) he had laid the founda-
tion for a new Andhra and a renaiss-
ance in the region that was completed
by those who began their edlcation
under him.

DR. M. MURI.IDHARA is a Research Assistant. in

the Dept. of Civics and Politics, OniversitY of Bom-

Some two years back I haci men-
tioned in this column my conviction
that the charges preferred against my
friend Count Otto Lambsdorff would
prove to be infructuous and I had ap-
pi.ruded Count Lambsdorff's resigna-
tion of his office as a Minister of the
Federal Republic of Cermany as a com-
mendable gesture. I am delighted
therefore to read in the world press that,
on February 16, a German Court ac-
quitted Court Lambsdorff of any charge
or suspicion of corruption or of lining
his own pockets. With this charge out of
the way, Count Lambsdorff can now
look forward to high office in the Cer-
man Liberal Party, the F.D.P., and the
West Cerman Coverment in future.

The Court however found Count
Lambsdorff and two other fellow ac-
cused guilty of a technical offence of
abetting evasion of income-tax in re-
spect of donations made by a business
house to a political parly. Boldly coun-
terattacking, Count Lambsdorff has
raised some inconvenient questions.
While admitting that he used a loophole
in the law to raise money for his own
party, he claims that the treasurers in all
the three leading democratic parties, in-
cluding the Social Democrats, have
been doing the same and, if he is guilg,
so are many others. Why should be he
the only one to face tptrial? Count
Lambsdorffs stand has led to a helpful
change in the law which now allows 50
per cent tax deduction on contributions
to political parties, which was not the
position when the charges against
Count Lambsdorff were framed a cou-
ple of years back.

As an intrepid champion of competi-
tive free enterprise and the man who is
now carrying the flag first raised by Lud-
wig Erhardt, the maker of "the Cerman
miracle", Count Lambsdorfls acquittal
and his continued assertion of sound
econo nic policies which, alas, only a

small minority in his country including
the late Professor B.R. Shenoy and I

have been advocating, is to be wel-
comed.

Minoo Masani
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SPR.T. As they walked in their
thousands through Red Square on May
I st as they always do, the citizens of
Moscow seemed well aware that some-
thing surprising was afoot in their lives.
Those anxiously looking for opposition
to the reform policies of Mikhail Cor-
bachov were unable to discern any sign
that anything was out of place. Support
for the general secretary was every-

,where apparent, and the new slogans of
openness and reconstruction moved
freely among the old "Workers of the
world, unite"

For generations now the Soviets have
talked about Marx and Lenin. Will they
ever talk Marx and Corbachov? fhink-
ing Muscovites must have been aware
that there are plenty of contradictions
between the old slooarts and the rrcw
Not the least of these is irt the sgrhere ot
profit. Man objected to profit, and so
clicl I enirr Rrrt irt tlrt' Sovict Ur-rlorr

apparerrtlv loyal Cotrrmurrists hat,t:
been making profit for y'cars. T.here has

Frt'tr/tvn /jtrs/ .ri

been unspoken knowledge of the fact
that the economy of no country can run
without the profit motive. Unspoken;
yes, indeed. So many things in Soviet
society - and in the society of other
Communist countries - have been un-
spoken: and this is one of the things
that Corbachov's openness is all about.
lf the people are to learn to feel that they
have a stake in their own country. then
they have got to get rid of the fact -which they all know - that the citizens
of the Soviet Union have been living a

lie this half century past.

A lot of those who were celebrating
May Day in Moscow were no doubt also
mulling a serious personal problem
over ir their minds. Those who had
been doing odd jobs for years and get-
tino paid for therrr had had fo v,atrfr
what they, rvere doirrq. Their activity u,as
illeqal, and they could be imprisoned
for it. Nor,r. quite :rrrlclenly it has bcr:n
recognised that 1;eople rr.,ork br:tter if
tlirv have the possibili\, of nrakino a

SPR.T. How would you describe the
present state of Afghanistan? A little dif-
ficult. without abusing some one. The
truth is. as we know. that it is a Soviet
satellite - even a Soviet puppet. There
is no evidence that anyone in Kabul
does any'thing without asking the
Soviets.

But the problem is that Mr. Mikhail
Corbachov does not like the role of a

puppet show owner. He wants to
change the image of Afghanistan. Does
he also want to change the content?
Only the future will tell us that.

Ceorge Orwell thought that misuse
of words was a threat to democracy. He

wrote a convincing essay to that effect.
But he died before the worst examples
of his newspeak" came into existence.
One of these was the Cerman Demo-
cratic Republic to designate precisely
that part of Cermany which is not
democratic.

Anotlrer example, a few decades
further on into the sombre history of
totalitarianism, is the "Democratic Re-
public of Afghanistan" which was instal-
led at the precise moment when the last
vestige of democracy was wiped out in
Kabul.

Now Mr. Corbachov's - well, shall
we say "friend"? Mr. Najibullah, in Kabul
has decreed a change of name for his
country. The new constitution describes
it simply as the "Republic of Afghanis-
tan' ln view of the Soviet occupation,
even this is a slight exaggeration,
though we won t quarrel with it. But the
reason given for thg change is a little
strange: use of the word "democratic"
"alienated part of the people". Not sur-
prising, when you come to think of it -and Orwell is proved right yet again. But
what he did not foresee was that the
totalitarians would ever themselves
agree. a

profit. And then the state can tax the
profit. Those who have been doing their
odd jobs with one eye looking behind
them for years now have to make up
their minds whether they are going to
legalise themselves and pay taxes. They
will feel more comfortable if they do.

Nor is this new arrangement simply a
matter of regularising the situations of
people who have been working illegally.
There are plenty of people in the Soviet
Union who could have worked in this
way but did not dare to do so. One re-
sult of this is that the service industry is
lamentably backward. in many cases
literally non-existent. lt has been im-
possible to get anything mended.

This has all happened once before in
Soviet history: for about a year at the
time of Lenin's New Economic Policy in
the 1920s. Then it went into reverse,
and under Stalin those who had taken
advantage found that they were marked
for life. Many thousands actually did
suffer with their lives in the purges.

Mikhail Corbachov will be ready to
swear that this will never happen while
he has anything to say. But a lot of the
Muscovites with their banners support-
ing the general secretary's themes will
have a hollow laugh for this. How long,

they ask, will he have his saY? Some of
them think it is a miracle that he has

lasted as long as he has. What, they ask,

will tomorrow bring? o

SPR. The World Health Organisation
is studying what appears to be an asto-

nishing discovery about the origin of
AIDS: that it is linked to the eradication *'

of smalipox in the third world. The small
pox vaccine responsible for this great

improvement in the quality of human
life in the developing world may have

au',rkened the AIDS virus which had lain
I , .* -'.r , .,,,' i,,, ,( l' ' l-lou, else d, t we e\-!r\/'rrr(''![',,.,,,J,,

plairr thc anrazing fact that the greatest

spread of AIDS coincides with the most
rrrtcirse srnallpox irnmunisation cam-
paions in Africa?
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How pleasant it rs to review two books
on broadcasting by two good friends
who were also my colleagues in AlR.
The books came out within a year of
each other between 1986 and '87. Mr.
P.C. Chatterjee, retired as Director
General AlR, and Mr. H.R. Luthra, was
Deputy Director Ceneral when he re-
tired.

Mr. Chatterjee's book was commis-
sioned by the prestigious lnternational
lnstitute of Communications, London,
and is one in a series entitled "Case

Studies of Broadcasting Systems." lt
gives an all-round picture of radio and
TV in lndia and is a hand-book for
everyone. Mr. Luthra's book, is a more
detailed study of lndian broadcasting
from its inception to date. lt is a tribute
to the author that with wit and imagina-
tion he has made a long story (500
pages) so readable. Particularly enjoy-
able are the pen pictures of some of the
colourful, brilliant and eccentric indi-
viduals who, to AIR's good fortune, laid
the foundations of our broadcasting
system.

It is only to be expected that both the
books eover tlre sdnle grountl, startltrg
with the early history of broadcasting,
describing the increasing volume and
variety of output of the two rrredia, the
policies which have been evolved with
regard to programmes for rural listen-

ers, music, religious festivals, political
broadcasts, news and current affairs,
and so forth. The organisation behind
the programmes which the public re-
ceives, such as the personnel policy
and the financial and administrative
arrangements and the structure built up
over the years are all touched upon. All
this has been dealt with in books and
reports over the years though, of
course, each expresses its author's
point of view of AIR's performance.

So what is new in these two books?
It is his treatment of the early period

of -broadcasting which distinguishes
Luthra's book from those which pre-
ceded it and from Chatterjee's book. I

marvel at the meticulous and painstak-
ing research into the old files and re-
cords resulting in a wealth of interesting
and even amusing informaticn which
not only throws light on the beginnings
of broadcasting but on the working of
the then Covernment of India, the Brit-
ish civil servants, many of outstanding
ability, who were responsible for taking
decisions which were to mould ''rur in-
stitutions for years to come.

Sorr re of Lutlrra s quotes fr orrr ritc tirci
records illuminate the clash of persona-
lities and ideas. At the centre of most of
these clashes rn the br oadcastinq
sphere was the lonely maverick Lionel
Fielden. the first Controller of Broad-

INDLAN BROADCASTING by H.R.
Luthra, Publications Division, Govt. of
India; 1986; Pp 531; Rs.56

BROADCASTING IN INDLTI by P.C.
Chatterjee; Sage Publications; I 987;
Pp:210 Rs.l50

casting. Those of us who knew him well
can understand how maddening he
must have appeared, with his anti-
bureaucratic stance, to the pucca
sahrbs of the Indian government. But
how thankful we were then, and are
now, for Fielden's singlehanded battles
for the right values for lndian broadcast-
ing and for the appropriate organisation
required to promote them.

Luthra records numerous skirmishes
with the bureaucracy; most interesting
were his attempts to get Candhiji and
Nehru involved in broadcasting as an
invaluable aid to lndia's future progress.
ln spite of discouragement from the
Home Member of the Viceroy Council
he met Candhi, Nehru, Rajaji and other
national leaders. He wrote to both Can-
dhiji and Nehru in 1936 asking why
they would not lift a hand to help him.
Candhiji replied, from Sevagram, War-
dha:

"l value the confidence you have
given me. My sympathies are with you
in your troubles but you have to take
them philosophically. Those who know
you would like to avail themselves of the
facilities you may give them but they
know that the harm done by such coop-
eration will be greater than the good in-
tended."

Nehru's letter was couched in more
friendly and even affectionate terms.

"Your letter reached me and it made
painful reading. I am afraid you are a
misfit in that job, or in lndia; but then all
of us are. You blame others including
innocent me! But does not the fault lie
really in the environment, in circumst-
ances which are bigger than individuals,
in the unhealthy relations between lndia
and England? ...1 wish you could come
here and spend a few days with us. I

would be happy to have you and
perhaps you might feel better and cal-
mer for a change...

'1wi.h Icould help you. Perhaps I can
in some odd ways. Write to me some-
times about books and pictures and
anything else you like. Your letters will
be rveicorr,c. ln spite of politics I have
not lost my humanity."

But despite his good contacts with
lndian leaders Fielden left lndia a dis-
appointed man - convinced that he had
achieved very little for lndian broadcast-
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Both books deal, to varying extent,
with the question of autonomy for
Radio and TV. Mr. Luthra's book, being
an official publication, could not, by its
very nature, enter into the controversy.
He has quoted extensively from the
Chanda Committee's Report and from
the report of the Verghese Croup on
autonomy for AIR and Doordarshan,
both of which came out strongly
against control of the media but he
himself does not enter the fray.

Mr. Chatterjee, on the other hand, has
advanced some interesting new argu-
ments in favour of autonomy which de-
serve wide study and acceptance. Com-
menting on the government's "deci-
sion" that autonorny cannot be granted,
for a number of unconvincing reasons,
Mr. Chatterjee questions the very idea
that it is for the government to decide
how and to what extent government
control can be lifted. lt is only recently
that government's right to control
broadcasting has been questioned. Arti-
cle l9 I (a), which guarantees freedom
of speech and expression, and is the
bedrock of the freedom of the press,
equally guarantees freedom of broad-

casting. lt was taken for granted that
while the press is free, broadcasting is a
central subject and this means control
by the Central government.

On the analogy of the press, broad-
casting programmes should be in the
hands of diverse groups to ensure ac-
cess to different shades of opinion.
There has not been a situation in which
there was only one newspaper in lndia.
lf an individual or a group of persons
have the right to set up a newspaper
and if, as a result, there are hundreds of
newspapers in the country, how can
government persist in maintaining a
monopoly of broadcasting? lnsisting on
maintaining a monopoly the govern-
ment is violating the fundamental rights
guaranteed unler the constitution.
Media autonomy is notta right which the
government gives to the people; it is a
right which has to be wrested from the
executive through the courts.

After firing this salvo Chatterjee dis-
cusses the question of government
control of the media from some other
angle. Mr. Noorani a distinguished
lawyer quoting a Supreme Court judge-
ment has contended that even if broad-
casting is run by the government equal-

ity before the law demands that fair rep-
resentation must be given to all aspects
of opinion (Article l4 of the Constitu-
tion and Article 19(lXa).

What is required is documentation
and proof by the opposition parties, or
by any public body, that AIR and Door-
darshan have been unfair and arbitrary
in their presentation of opinion on pub-
lic issues. lt was to meet this'equirement
that a study of Doordarshan's news in
English was commissioned by the lndi-
an Committee for Cultural Freedom
and the lndiarr Liberal Croup. The pur-
pose was to assess Doordarshan's stan-
dards of objectivity, fairness and good
reporting. Spread over 90 days between
April and August'86, the study used the
Times of lndia's coverage of news as
reference. lt confirms what is already
widely accepted - that Doordarshan is
guilty of not only distortion but also
suppression of news. The study also
comes up with factual evidence of the
disproportionate coverage given to the
establishment in general and the Prime
Minister in particular. The report based
on the study provided conclusive evi-
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dence, if any were required, of the man-
ipulation of a vital medium - a state
monopoly - to subserve the interests of
the party in power.

It was to put an end to such bias that
a writ petition was moved in April l9B7
by Mr. Romesh Thapar, the late Editor
of Scnrirrar'. whose lawyer, Mr Noorani,
argued that the court must ask the gov-
ernment to frame a scheme for the
functioning of the media which wc,uld
be in conformity with the fundamental
rights of the citizens. On 21st July 1987
the Supreme Court admitted this for a

full hearing as Public lnterest Litigation,
seeking fair and equitable coverage of
events by AIR and Doordarshan. The
case will come up for hearing on l5th
September 1987'

Mr. Chatterji touches another impor-
tant issue, first considered in recent
times by the Chanda Committee (1966)
and recently taken up by Hegde, the
Chief Minister of Karnataka. This relates
to the possibility of different parties
being in power in the Centre and the
states, and the probability that the
state's perspective might not find a

place in the policy of the AlR. There
have been no conventions guiding such
contingencies, but paradoxically the
Covernment of lndia Act of 1935
allowed the provincial units to use the
facility. Members of the Constituent
Assembly, notably Pattabhi Sitaramaya
also advocated that the states should
not be denied the right to operate
broadcasting stations.

ln this, as in many other respects, we
are travelling backwards instead of for-
ward. The liberal provisions of the 1935
Act and the liberal trend of the discus-
sions in the Constituent Assembly have
given away, forty years later, to a deter-
mination on the part of government to
exercise exclusive power over the
media.

Both Mr. Chatterjee and Mr. Luthra
refer to the absence of a communica-
tion policy which results in bias, distor-
tion and authoritarian control over the
media which under government control
are treated, by the government it. elf, as

agencies to publicise and defend i s de-
cisions and actions. There is no clear

r T/)i( ri,as tt,ritlert hefnre Mr. Romesh
Tha1.21 /),?s.s('(1 alr'.11/ and bclora ltlr. Masa-
ni and Mr. ChaUcrje.e liled a wril petition irt
lhc Borrltatl lliqlt Cotrrl aqainsl tha (.lniort

Oot'crnmenl s re-ju:ttort ol U'terr applicaltott
Ior tlrc.i(tlir/lq up of prit',tlt br<ttclcasling
,tallons l/l !r.i,.slr,:ri /rrclia.
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perception of the purpose the media
are intended to serve, nor of their role in
the process of development. Since we
have no escape from this depressing
situation the only hope we have is from
the court. lt is to be hoped that the Sup-
r-.me Court will be the guardian of the
rights of the people ir. this respect as it
has been in other matrers as well.

Mehra Masani

A GANDHTAN THEOLOGYOF
LItsERAT|ON by lgnatius Jesudasan:
S.J. Orbis Book, New York; Pp 179; $

10.95

lgnatius Jesudasan's book is, in his
own words, "an attempt at a systematic
presentation of Gandhi's theology of li-
beration in tlle context of ie develop-
ment within the historical experience of
lndia's liberation." lt has very little overt
connection with liberation theology,
particularly the Maxist-inspired, radical
Christian movement associated with
the Latin American church, or closer
home, the movement associated with
the struggle of the artisanal fishermen
i,r Kerala.

The title then is clearly a misnomer:
those who may pick up the book think-
ing it addresses liferation theology
issues as presently understood are
warned that it does nothing of the sort.
ln that sense, the book is a disappoint-
ment. One would have eagerly looked
forward in fact, to the prospect of an
extremely articulate lndian Jesuit scho-
lar like Jesudasan demonstrating how a
radical Catholic theology of liberation
might be compared with its Qandhian
version or, even posed against it. That
would have set the stage for a classic
battle between Candhi and Marx, and
also provided an excellent opportunity
for evaluating their opinions on the
other radical system of ideas, pre-
Pauline Christianity. However, except for
a very brief allusion to liberation theolo-
gy of the Latin American kind at the
:ommencement of his study, Jesuda-
san scrupulously avoids any discussion
of it. lt is amply clear that the issue does
not bother or interest hinr: it rs corn-
pletely outside his focus.

The book seems to me to be essen-
tially an effort to grapple with the chal-
lerrge that Qandhi, basically a Hindu,

posed, and continues to pose, even to-
day to the Roman Catholic Church, and
to its claim to be the exclusive reposi-
tory of the Christian message.

Those who have some idea of the
history of the encounter between
Christianity and Hinduism, will know
that much of it was a deadly enactment
of mutual disdain, contempt, admira-
tion and hatred.

Of the two religions, Hinduism faced
Christianity defensively practically
throughout the colonial period. As for
Christianity, being the religion of the
conquerors, it used the opportunities
thus afforded to strut about with super-
ior airs. Despite its rank association with
a brutal system of exploitation (colonial-
ism), Christianity was able to present it-
self successfully as a critique of Hindu-
ism, offering to reform it and eventually
attempting to compel it to get rid of
some of its undersirable practices. The
movement to cleanse Hinduism and re-
form it, led by people like Ram Mohun
Roy and Swami Vivekananda, was
patently West-inspired. So successful
indeed was Christianity in projecting its
superior image, that the movement
even donned features totally antithetical
to Hinduism, and thereby weakened it
considerably. As Ashis Nandy points
out in The lntimate Enemy, this in-
volved trying to turn Hinduism into an
organised religion, with an organised
priesthood, church and missionaries;
proselytization; attempts to introduce
the notion of a sacred Book, and so on.

The appearance of one man alone,
Gandhi, changed all that. All of a sud-
den two centuries of implacable hostil-
ity and condescension on the part of
Christianity were replaced by grudging
respect for its more ancient cousin. A
man of immense personal power, Gan-
dhi was also a Hindu. He was also a
powerful destroyer of false myths. One
of the first of these to go was the self-
image the conquerors had of being a

superior civilisation, with a superior reli-
gion.

As Jesudasan observes.
"That lndia was dominated by the

country whose ruler was the head of the
Church of England and of the estab-
lished Church in lndia did not help to
raise his estimation of Chrisfianity. ile
saw the church as sanctioning both
materialist civilization and the exploita-
tion of one race by another. Here he
ju<19,-<1 Christianity's contribution to ln-
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dia as essentially negative in character,
though useful in that it helped Hindu-
ism to set its house in order."

Here was a man whom every one
acknowledged was a befter Christian
than all those other Christians put
together. Yet, incomprehensibly, it was
not Christianity but a foreign religion
that had manufactured him. He was
ready to accept whatever Christianity
cffered him, but, as Jesudasan notes,
"that which reconciled Gandhi to any
teaching of Jesus was not his alleged
miracles, but the conformity of his
teaching with Gandhi's criteria of uni-
versal morality." Gandhi's Catholicism
was absolutely stunning, irreproachable
and boundless. lt was all the more
astounding too because he remained a

staunch Hindu. ln comparison with his
stand, the Catholicism of the Roman
Catholic Church seemed narrow,
parochial, self-serving and vitiated.

Christianity could scoff at su;amts,
sadhus or rishrs; it could not deal
however with a Gandhi. And for the first
time in the encounter between the two
religions, it was Christianity that was
forced by this formidable individual to
go on the defensive. The Hindu was
compelled to function as the teacher.

It is basically within this context that
one should mark the significance of
Jesudasan's stud!. It does not say any-
thing remarkable really. But the act of
saying what he has to say is probably of
greater significance. The Candhian
theology of liberatiqn is rooted in the
simple revelation that Gandhi made re-
ligious faith "an ally and an instrument
in the social and political liberation of
human beings." But that is hardly an
extraordinary thesis: Jesudasan himself
admits that "always in history religious
people have spoken out vigorously
against the abuse of power and have

denounced intolerant situations." Most
of the six chapters of the book revolve
aro'und the Candhian interpretation of
suaraj, and Candhi's vision of a liber-
ated society.

The book however seems destined
for a Roman Catholic audience, and not
for the rest of mankind. Even its voca-
bulary is distinctly sectarian, often
Crccli. In this scnsc, it is nct tlrc firsi
volunre of its kind, but remains heir to a

series of other remarkable books that
have dwelt in some tortrt or another
with the tortuous relationship between
Christianity anC Hinduisnr.

Foremost of these was Raimundo
Panikkar's The Unknown Christ of
Hinduism, and there have been others.
Most of these works were composed on
the haughty assumptibn that Christian-
ity was the only universal religion: other
religions had truth value in so far as
they manifest ele.nents of what Karl
Rahner, the Roman Catholic theolo-
gian, has called, "anonymous Christian-
ity." Their authors could not accept or
their arrogance did not allow them to
accept that the anonymous presence of
Christ was unnecessary to dignify these
religions. The latter stood on their own
convictions and first principles. Vatican
ll did not radically depart from this atti-
tude when it acknowledged condescen-
dingly that non-christian religious
teachings differed from the teaching of
the church, but "nevertheless often re-
flect a ray of that tnJth which enlightens
all men."

Jesudasan himself does not escape
this annoying tendency. Thus he writes.
"This system (of conflict resolution in
Candhi) based on satyagraha with its
components of satga, ahimsa and
tapasga, drew heavily upon the Christ-
ian model of contrition, repentance,
conversion and reform." The chapter is
headed. "The Way of the Cross as the
Way to Swaraj." Candhi's model, he
writes later,. "of conflict resolution can
be identified as contritional, penitential
or conversional, and hence Christolo-
gical." No one but a Catholic would
understand the true connotations of
these terms. lf I have not berated him
harshly here, it is because the author's
intent is to repair Christianity not Hindu-
ism.

Later, towards the end of the book,
Jesudasan suggests that Hinduism's
henotheistic conception of a farrourite
God, /shta Deuata, would allow an ex-
clusive worship of Jesus for those who
find in such worship the way to their
God-realization." Obviously, the un-
known Christ of Hinduism is better off
with a more recognizable face.

ln this endeavour of transforming
Christianity Candhi would have Celight-
fully supported Jesudasan. Unlike Roy,
nr Vivekananda or Nchrr r for" that mat-
ter, Candhi saw the West in gross need
of help itself, let alone having any moral
attthority to le<:ttrre lJirtrlrrisrrr .Jesrrda

san's book, in so far as it seeks to rein-
vent Christianity through Candhi, is am-

ple proof that Gandhi was not off the
mark.

Jesudasan acknowledges Gandhi's
profound influence on Christianity. He
observes that Gandhi perhaps indirectly
contributed to Vatican II's document on
non-Christian religions and its decree
on the Church's missionary activity. The
difficult question Jesudasan however
must answer is whether this did change
anything or whether it remained
cosmetic in nature. Jesudasan admits
the central problem of Christianity in its
relations to other religions is its Christo-
centrism, that the concept of Christ is
exclusive in that just being a Christian is
not exactly the same as being a Hindu.
One has to be in conformity with the
"paradigm of the paschal experience of
Jesus Christ." That those denied such
participation are also therefore denied
salvation.

Jesudasan attempts to bypass this
exclusivity by arguing that Christocentr-
ism was a survival necessity of the early
Church, and that it is not necessary to-
day. He also argues that Christianity in

the new setting "would have to be un-
dogmatic and true to the spiritual in-
sight of Jesus of Nazareth, discovering
and establishing links with liberal ele-
ments in all other religions and finding
its rightful place in the larger fellowship
of faiths to come, of which Hinduism,
with its genuine catholicity is an adv-
anced even if imperfect example."

He also suggests that Christianity
emphasizes morality as the way of its
union to God. Both these principles are

distinctly Candhian.

This is where Candhi would perhaPs
part company with Jesudasan. The
suggestions Jesuadasan makes in re-
gard to Christianity would destroy the
institution as we know it, just as a few
decades ago, the reformers of Hindu-
ism offended it by importing ideas anti-
thetical to its fundamental nature. This
institution (the church) has been unable
yet to come to terms with Marx, a think-
er from within its own cultural milieu. lt
is hardly to be expected it will change its
spots inspired by a Mahatma. At anY

rate, one has just to look at the writing
of present day Christians, from M M
Thomas to John Paul ll. to realise that
none of them would ever dream of
compromising on the centrality of the
person of Christ, and all the Christotoqy
it entails.

Christianity requires neither a Gandhi
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nor a Marx. lf it did then Christ is verily
dead. A religious tradition cannot be
transformed from looking at other tradi-
tions: it can only regenerate itself by re-
turning to its pristine sources. Candhi's
theology of liberation is best kept for his
own countrynren. The better issue to
study is why the present Church is un-
able to resurrect a fresh theology of li-
beration from within itself (as Qandhi
did in regard to Hinduism) to deal with
the socio-economic, and political li-
beration of the peoples of the world.

Claude Alvares

POEMS OF LOVE AND WAR,
Selected and translated by A.K. Rama-
nujam; Oxford University Press, Delhi;
1985; Pp329: Rs.BO

Of all tne Dravidian languages, Tamil
has lrad an ancient tradition of poetic
literature and claims have been made
of its being contemporaneous with that
of Sanskrit. However. the ancient
poems remained in obscurity and were
brought to light only from the 1BBOs.
The Tamil poetic tradition of a particu-
lar school has themes that arrange
themselves both geographically as weli
as figuratively around two foci the home
and the external world, the worlds of
love and of war, the court, death etc.

At first appearance the geographical
and thematic divisions may strike one
as arbitrary but there have been natural-
ists who have pointed out that the geog-
raphical classification of the Tamil
poets has a definite correspondence
with Tamilnadu.

Since their discovery, attempts have
been made to popularize these poems
by translations. Cenerally these were
attempted by scholars and it has been
alleged that they have not always suc-
ceeded in conveying the bare beauty of
the originals. ln more recent years very
careful and conscious attempts have
been made to recreate them for the
modern reader. This is the latest among
such attempts; it represents cont'tuous
reworking of the translations for over a
period of nearly t vo decades and
should be reqarded as perhaps the
rrtost satisf.retr-rry c'[ l[re i"rarrslat.i.-rt ,: titat
are avallablc. f3esides corttaining a sub-
stantial body of verse, it tries to repre-
sent alrnost all types of poerts of thc
irrrcietri [,rrttils. Also. ti ,. irttro,.i rction
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and the elaborate afterword help the
reader to place these in the context and
to form his own judgement of the

POems.
One can approach the reading of the

book as a scholar, read the introduction
and the afterword carefully and work
one's way through the poems with the
help of the notes, tl-.e commentaries,
the glossaries etc. This is something
that only specialists will attempt. The
"common" reader would best begin
reading the poems straightaway and re-
read them and go back and forth. ln
doing so, what appears strange at first
reading will fall into a pattern later and
one may even empathise with some of
the poems. And many of these will take
their place among the best in the world.

Lack of space constrains us to com-
ment only to two groups of poems -those on love (pp. 7-30) and kings at
war (115-123). Comparing the transla-
tions at pp.7-30 with the originals, one
notices how close the author is to the
mood and the words in Tamil. Particu-
larly commendable-i+s the poem on p.30
which reproduces the very repititions in
the original.

Like moss on water
in the town's water tank :

the body's pallor
clears

as my lover touches
and touches
and spreads again
as he lets me go

as he lets me go.

All these poems are on the mood of
separation and on remembrance of
sweet memories. The concrete en-
virons are in striking contrast to the total
absence of any description of the man
and his memories that are commemo-
rated! Most of the poems are by the
girls and only one by the beau himself!

The poems on kings at war glorify
what we have learnt to abhor - war and
the reality of sudden cruel death. The
sheer glorying in gory details of war do
not reflect the sensibilities of those who
have witnessed war themselves as
much as singing panegyrics of their
patrons.

While Ramanujan tries to capture a
tradition of love that has been written of
memorably a thousand years ago, the
inheritors of the tradition will find all
these strange. For they are now fed on
the soap operas and song and dance
sequences on the idiot box which glor-
ify another type of love, far from the
moods that the book captures so vivid-
ly.

R. Srinivasan
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A book for all those who organise
or preside over meetings.

A handbook that takes you through the
entire gamut of functions - from
preparing for a meeting;through
ordering of business to nominations
and elections and the writing of
minutes.
Usefulto anyone who has anything to
do with organising, conducting or
presiding over a meeting.
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