
The Value of Traditional Values 
- c. Rajegopalacharl fi 
Religious Values and Human Society // 
-His Holiness The Dalai Lama.~-

Rellglon and Socl-
- A.B. Shah "'-

Religion and Politics 
... Abf Solomon 

illln and be Danlnedl 
- M.R. sundaresweran 



A Quarterly of liberal Ideas 

FOUNDER 

M!noo Masani 

EDITORS 
S.V. Raju 

R. Srinivasan 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

Jehangir Patel 

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

Geeta Doctor 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Adam Adil 

Sumant Bankeshwar 
Arvind Deshpande 

Nissim Ezekiel 
Az.lz Madni 

Ramo Pandit 
SAA Pinto 
Nitin Raul 

Abe Solomon 
Ashley Tellis 

COVER. ILUJSTRATIONS 
AND 

LAYOOT 
M.G. Talwadekar 

PUBUSHERS 

Democratic Research Service 
4th Ooor, Maneckjl Wadia Bldg. 

127. Mahatma Gandhi Road 
Bombay 400 00 I 

Tel: 27 39 14 

Published by J.R. Patel for the 
Democratic Research Service and 

printed by him at Parsiana Publications 
Pvt. Ltd. 300 Perin Narirnan Street. 

Bombay 400 001 

Typeset at Ace Fototypesetters. 
38. Hanuman Building, 
2nd Or .. Behind R.B.I. 

308 Perin Nariman St. 
Bombay 400 00 I 

Single Copy: Rs. 5 
Annual Rs: 20 
Ufe Rs: 300 

(add Rs. 5 for outstation cheques) 
Overseas (II Class Air Mall) 

Annual $ 10 or £ 6 
Ufe S I 00 or £ 60 -

Cheques to be drawn in favour of 
'Freedom First' and mailed to publisher~ 

at address listed abov.e 

Invites you to 

A Lifetime 
Association 

A payment of Rs. 300 entitles you to receive copies of Freedom 
First for a lifetime. 

It may not make much financial sense to you. for what we are 
offering means, in effect, a 15-year subscription. The only 

marginal benefit to you, is doing away with having to renew 
your subscription each year. 

But the benefit to the cause of promoting the ideals and values 
of a free and liberal society is immense. We hove been 

publishing Freedom First continuously since 1952. It has not 
always been easy working as we have been on less than a 

shoe string. We ore confident that we can continue to do so for 
the next 30 years- with your support. 

Your lifetime contribution will help us to place the journal on a 
reasonably firm financial position. 

If you find Freedom First of value and its objective- to put the 
Liberal point of view across - worthy of support, won't you 

respond to our appeal and return the form below completed 
along with your cheque? 

Incidentally for overseas subscribers the lifetime association 
would mean a one-time payment of $ 1 00 or £ 60. 

Lifetime Association 

I would like to respond to your appeal for my lifetime subscription. 

I enclose my cheque for Rs./S/£ -------------

NAME----------------------------------------
ADDRESS -----~----------------------------

POSTAL CODE DODD DO 
SEND PAYMENT TO: rrt'r.•dnrn flf',l. 4th noor. Maneckji Wadia Building, 
127. Mahatma <Jarollh1 Road, bombay 400 02J. lnd1a. 



Contents 

January - March 1989 
No.400 

Dear Reader. 

Ethnic assertion and fundamentalist communal manifestations have become a part of 
the present decade's permanent characterisucs. These have resulted in serious civil strife 
in countries like Sri Lanka and lebanon - a Situation so much feared by the Greeks. 
Once peaceful countries like f.\alaysia now increas1ngly feel 1ts impacl It looks as though 
another age of serious disorder and VIOlence are descending upon the Third World. At 
the same time the Victory of secular forces In the electoral politics of Pakistan and the 
successful holding of elections. though in a hm1ted manner. in Sri Lanka provide the 
silver lining. 

Politicians of various hues ever alert to devices that promise a short-cut to power or to 
keep them there, have been qwck to grasp for their own selfish ends the return to 
religion, both of people who find afnuence emotionally tiresome and of those in lhe poor 
nations who find no respite from the pressures of poverty. 

Uberalism is neither for nor against religion. Both believers and non-believers have the 
right to call themselves liberals if they subscribe to the concept of the primacy of the 
individual vis-a-vis the state and society. Most liberals believe that the philosophic bases 
of religions are not only identical but contribute to the greater good of mankind. It is the 
interpretation given to the tenets of religion that give room for mischief permitting 
priests, preachers and politicians to befuddle the mind of the believer and set man 
against man. This lies at the root of the evil of religious fundamentalism. 

Freedom First brings to its readers reprints from Rajaji, H1s Holiness The Dalai Lama 
and Prof. AB. Shah their understand1ng of religion. values and society. The banning of 
Salman Rushdie's The Sat.amc Verses IS a surrender to relig1ous fundamentalism. M.R. 
Sundareswaran analyses the ban in some detail 

We acknowledge our debt to The &atesman for their perm1ssion to reprint Mr. 
Masani's comments on men and matters However his article on Rama Swarup was 
exclusiVely written [or our journal 

We wish our readers A Happy and Prosperous New Year. 
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come. my friends 
Tis not too late lo seek a newer world" - Tennyson 

We are not creating a law and order problem. Let the 
police open fire on us and the children of all Kisans 
will be forced to become terrorists. If the Government 
wants to create another Punjab the onus will only be 
on them. 
Mahendra Singh Tikayat, The Sunday Observer, October 30 

You can write what you want; you can even mention 
my name: There;s nothing you can do to me. 

Virendra Kapoor, Duty OfFicer, Delhi Airport 
to columnist T al~een Singh. 

Indian Express, November 6 

Some politicians seem to believe that exports are a 
matter of patriotic duty rather than business. 

Financial Express, November 14 

The politicians who are tigers here become sheep in 
DeihL 

Bal Thackeray, The A(lemoon Despalch and Courier, 
November 2 

The whole point of a democracy is that we must 
permit the existence of lousy newspapers, lousy 
institutions and lousy politicians. 

Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyer. 
Financial Express. May 11 

Road discipline cannot be expected from a folk 
constantly at batt! with excavated pits, mounds of 
rubble and garbage. pavement dwellers and vendors. 

Sarosh Bana, Indian £'(press, October 9 
(contributed by reader A. H. Makeeha, Bombay) 

Those who occupy the topmost positions of power 
may not read too many books, but they are certainly 
afraid of books. 

Sunil Gangopadhyay, Sunday, October 16-22 

If India can tolerate a Shahabuddin, why can't 
Shahabuddin tolerate a Salman Rushdie 

K. R. Malkani, Sunday, December 11-17 

The television screen, as it were, has been turned into 
a political family album for Rajiv and the Congress 
Party. 

India Today, November 30 

I feel all (screen) villians who are playing the role of 
politicians should go for a month or two to New Delhi, 
spend time with MPs and Ministers from all parties. 
They should then come back and deliver Oscar 
winning performances. 

Shatrughan Sinha. The 11/uslraled Weekly o{ India, 
November 13 

Rajiv must know that for most passengers Indian 
Airlines is now a dirty word. 

Sunday, December 11-17 

The Prime Minister has mud on his face and is 
polishing the mirror. 

M. Kalimuthu. Aside, December 16-31 

Wall Street has Mikhail Mania. 
Asian Wall Street Journal, December 9-10 

When we give our distribution rights to any company 
we also authorise that concern to raid people. 

MalaU Tambe-Vaidya, Showlime, December 1988 

Indeed. there is something gravely wrol1g about the 
democracy of a country whose Press is always in 
agreement with the government 

B. Ramchandran. £..'(press Magazine, October I l1 

If you compared how much he (the Prime Minister) 
was on television to the total telecast time you would 
be surprised at how low the percentage is. 

H. K. L Bhagal, Express Magazine. October 23 

We Invite 

readers to contribute lo this page. The family of Freedom 
First readers must be reading a large number ol newspapers 
and periodicals 
When you come across an interesting comment, remark or 
observation on current affairs (not necessarily confined to 
politics or economics) which says it all. do share it with us. 

Fw.-donr I ll\/ L 

Send us. preferably, the dipping. marking the lines that have 
impressed you. If this is not possible then send us the Quote 
typed or written in block letters. Please do not forget to tell 
us who said it, and the name and date of the publication. 
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USSR lifts Index on 260,000 . 
· books . . 

Perhaps the Vatican has the dubious 
distinction of having a catalogue of the 
largest number of books which have 
been censored for loyal Catholics. It has 
been in the trade for a long lime and 
naturally the list is long and contains 
some of the most distinguished master­
pieces of the world. When teachers in a 
local Catholic school had to teach Alex­
andre Dumas's Three Muslrelec's they 
had to take the permission of the 
Vatican. 

Next only to the Vatican is the list of 
bool<s censored by the Soviet Union. 
Here too there is a history of censorship 
going back to at least a century and a 
half if not earlier. In the last century 
ma~y eminent writers were on the 'In­
dex' in Russia. But they could not touch 
Tolstoy and prevent his books from cir­
culation, his reputation being what it 
was in the world of international letters. 

The Soviets have been extremely 
well-organised in this and built up quite 
an impressive list of banned books. 
perhaps in length next only to the 
Catholic church. Among the books kept 
in a "special depository" and available 
not for the common Soviet citizen but 
for the specialist, were- "Nehru's Olar­
ismolic Leadership in Asia. a Sympo­
sium. and India '> /nclependcncc and 
Social Reoo/ulion . Tagore's Fow 
Chapters and Dandavate's Mal); and 
Gandhi". These are among the two 
hundred and sixty thousand books writ­
ten by foreigners which were restored 
recently to the general collection of lib­
raries, to enable the average Russian 
reader to have access to them. Curious­
ly, even as the U.S.S.R. is lifting its b~n 
on books we are moving in the oppos1te 
direction and imposing censorship on 
books! 

Bihar Nationatises to eratives! · 

In the Marathon race that our slates 
run l.owards the goals or inefficiency. 
con UJ..>tlon and rn1srule, lherl' are many 

'"the time, has com~." t~ 
"dlt-U;1 :~a.\d , 

.. to talk. of ma:ny things: 
of $hoe$-allci ~hips­

aM ~in~va.x­
of c.ahl>aQ;e.s -

antl kin$S-" 

-l<t\od$ carroll 

runners-up. but Bihar easily is among 
the winners. We recently witnessed the 
State in the grip of a strike of the State 
employees which lasted for nearly eigh­
ty days and transformed Patna and 
other towns into veritable hell holes. Its 
record as an ordinance raj is notorious. 

In its quest for perpetrating malgov­
ernance it has taken one more bold 
step which perhaps is unprece~ented 
even in the annals of the dark pohtJcs o( 
Bharat. And that is the' total take-over by 
the State of all cooperative enterprises. 

The 24th of October 1988 will rank 
as a black day for the cooperatives of 
Bihar for an ordinance was prom­
ulgated on this date by which all coop­
erative bodies "stood vested in the State 
government." With a stroke of the pen 
the nationalization of the cooperatives 
has been achieved - and one learns 
that even the totalitarian States of 
Europe have not gone to the exten_t th~t 
Bihar has gone.. A kind of perestroika 1n 
reverse! 

It now authorizes the State to nomin­
ate its members to the management 
committee and, in some instances, 
nominate the Chairman of the coopera­
tives as well. The State Association of 
Cooperatives has mounted a campaign 
again this and lovers of demo~~a~ an? 
the cooperative movement w1l1 wish 1t 
all success - and keep their fingers 
crossed. 

. Tne Criminalisation of Po 1t cs · 

The fact that well-known dacoil 
Lakhan Singh guards Arjun Singh's 
election meetings and Chandrasekhar 

hobnobs with Suryadev Singh a 'Don· 
of Dhanbad are well known. But the 
Aside of Madras has exposed the close 
connection between criminals and 
politicians in T amilnadu which seems 
to have gone back to the days of Bhak­
tavatsalam. No party seems to be free 
from it and the charming Jayalalitha 
has her own gang of thugs and goons 
as do her opponents. 

Wards and areas are clearly demar­
cated and each 'Don' who rules the 
area is courted by police and party 
chiefs alike. 

The modus operandi of the thugs 
was revealed during investigations, into 
the murders oi "Auto" Shanker. A goon 
who was literally in the streets. he was a 
carrier of illicit liquor who promoted 
himself to the flesh trade for which 
there was a continuous demand -
politicians being his regular customers. 
Not surprisingly the police were unable 
to do anything. 

A complaint by a woman who sus­
pected that her husband had been m~r­
dered found that appealing to the pohce 
and filing a complaint was as good as 
knocking against a stone wall. It was a 
personal appeal made to one of the 
assistants of State Governor Mr. P.C. 
Alexander that ripped open the gory de­
tails of six people murdered and buried 
and an entire network of corruption and 
criminality pervading the entire state 
with high connections rendering in­
effective all attempts at reform. 

Shri c. Subramaniam has called f~r 
organizing a campaign for dean poh­
tics. But the chances are that his appeal 
will. go the way of similar campaigns 
earlier. For what makes for unity in India 
is criminality in politics - criminals are 
the only ones that operate throughout 
the land with no linguistic or commun~l 
barriers coming in the way of their actl-
vilies. 

RS 

tiT'rd<Jtr r Firs/ J 



The Value of Traditional Values 
C. Rajagopalachari 

I am a superstitious person in the ety· 
mological sense of the term. a revivalist. 
everything un-intellectual. I believe in 
some things not related to reason and 
rationality. I believe reason and rational­
ity cannot cover all things and some of 
them are too important to be ignored. 

r 

ceed, man would go back to the condi­
tion he emerged from by the grace of 
accidents; and he will be but a poor·and 
feeble wild beast, and probably dis-

My irrationality is fairly well known now ~ 
and therefore will not unduly disturb 
readers. 

C. Rajagopalachari 

• appear from the face of the earth. What 
I have said must have been said by 
some people long ago, although I have 

..J not read it. I guess Herbert Spencer 
must have said it and must have said it 
much better. 

If one does not believe in a soul, indi­
vidual or cosmic, one must wander in 
deep darkness. The world for such a 
one will be sun-Jess. 
asurya naama le lokaa 
andhena tcmasaaurtaa 
taansle prelyaabhigachchanll 
ye ke cha aalmahanojanaah 

- lsa Upanishad 
Those who (in their minds) do away 

with the soul die their deaths (by that 
denial) and go about wandering in sun­
less worlds, dense darkness over­
hanging. 

If man has only a body and no surviv· 
ing soul. there can be no values- only 
pleasure and pleasure-producing ob­
jects remain. Shall we hang on to life for 
these? Then remains the question why 
should we work for the good of human­
ity, that is, for future generations? Why 
must one do anything for them? What 
binds one to do it? And why should 
even humanity or future generations 
livt' and strugglf' if lhf'rP rc: no !=>oul brrt 
onl)" body"J Indeed. if tlwre is no soul, all 
values disappear for each one of us and 
fnr all or lJ<;, 

Let me get out of my superstitions for 
a moment. Lel me talk the language of 
evolution. taking for qrdl 1te<.l lhal man 

1-rt< 'c/PIII Ill ~I I 

came after millions of years through 
countless accidental mutations of the 
genes during that period and that, 
through natural selection, he became 
man as he is today. Values such as hon­
esty, fellow-feeling, respect For life. re­
spect for contracts, the co-operative 
spirit, compassion, gratitude, etc .. grew 
up and fiXed themselves in man's men· 
tal make-up because they had all great 
survival value. If we reject them, it would 
be like the lion and the tiger discarding 
their reckless ferocity, or like the birds 
throwing. away their wings, or the bull its 
horns or man himself casting away his 
brains and his upright posture. The 
values men so greatly cherish are evo· 
lutionary products and it is well we stick 
to them. They are all-important for 
man's survival and progress. 

·What go by the name of 'traditional 
values' are values prevailing all the 
world over but differing in degree from 
nation to nation. Where secuJar forces 
;,nci irvslitutionc; havP romP to rov~r II1P 
same values. the traditional character of 
some of them may hnve got blurred or 
f('lrantten 

H destructive sceptrcism develops 
over these traditional values and a 
movement to disca1d U1em should suL· 

But as could be guessed from what I 
have confessed at the outset, I do not 
accept the theory of blind blundering 
evolution. I believe there is design in it 
of some inscrutable kind and these 
values are therefore part of man's di· 
vinely designed being. They will not, I 
believe. be given up by mankind 
although some men may discard them 
and suffer for it. Secularly enforced laws 
can never adequately take the place of 
traditionally inherited values. 

It is pretty easy to sit in one's study 
and indict traditional values in the light 
of modern life and reason, and derive 
therefrom intellectual satisfaction and a 
sense of conquest. We are safe as long 
as the mass of our people are loyal to 
these values. the criticism of intellec­
tuals notwithstanding. The civilization 
and culture from which we derive what­
ever happiness we get in life is one knit­
ted fabric. And what a sorry state a knit­
ting is reduced to, when the yarn that 
runs through and holds all the loops 
\..Jmes out ir. one of the corners; to that 
same slat{> will our civilization and cui­
tun: be reduced and disappear if our 
traJitional vi:llues are> discarded by the 
mass of our people. 

C)rt'tl'cY.4cJ. Decembe1 19. 1964 



Religious Values and Human Society 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama 

In one way - in material terms - this 
present generation has reached a high 
level of developmenL Yet at the same 
time, we human beings are facing 
many problems. Some are due to exter­
nal events or causes, such as natural 
disasters. These we cannot avoid. 
However, many problems are created 
by our own mental defects; we suffer 
due to an internal lack. I call these prob­
lems unnecessary ones, for if we adopt 
a right mental altitude, these man­
made problems need not arise. 

Often they are due to diHerences in 
ideology. and unfortunately different re­
ligious faiths are also sometimes in­
volved. Hence it is very important that 
we have a right attitude. There are many 
different philosophies. but what is of basic 
importance is compassion, love for 
others, concern for others' suffering. 
and reduction of self'ishness. I feel that 
compassionate thought is the most 
precious thing there is. It is something 
that only we human beings can de­
velop. And if we have a good heart, a 
warm heart, warm feelings, we will be 
happy and satisfied ourselves, and our 
friends will experience a friendly and 
peaceful atmosphere as well. This can 
be experienced nation to nation. coun­
try to country, continent to continenL 

The basic principle Is compassion, 
love for others. Underlying all is the 
valid feeling of "1", and on a convention­
al level. there IS an 1- 'I want this,· "I do 
not want thaL" We experience th1s feel­
ing naturally, and naturally we want 
happiness - "I want happiness. ' I do 
not want suffering.' Not only is 1t natu­
ral. it is righl It needs no further justi­
fication; it is a natural feehng validated 
s1mply by the fact that we naturally and 
correctly want happiness and do not 
want surrering. 

limitless. infinite. The unbiased thirl 
person naturally can see that the many 
are more important than the one. 
Through this, we can experience, can 

• feel. that the majority- tl1e other limit­
less beings - are more important than 
the single person "1". 

Based on that feeling, we have the 
right to obtain happiness and the right 
to get rid of suffering. Further, just as I 
myself have this feeling and this right, 
so others equally have the same feeling 
and the same right. The difference is 
that when you say ''1' ', you are speaking 
of just one single person, one soul. 
Others are limitless. Thus, one should 
visualize the following: On one side im­
agine your own I which so far has just 
concentrated on selfish aims. On the 
other side imagine others - limitless, m­
llnite beings. You yourself are a third 
person. in the middle, looking at those 
on either side. As far as the feehng of 
wanting happiness and not wanting suf­
fering the two sides are equal ab5olute· 
ly the same. Also with regard to the nght 
to obtain happiness they are exactly the 
same. However. no matter how impor­
tant the selfishly motivated persons is. 
he or she is only a single person: no mat 
ter how poor the others arc. they arc 

Thus, the question is: Should every­
one be used for my attainment of 
happiness. or should I be used to gain 
happiness for others? If I am used for 
these infinite beings, it is righL If others 
are used for this single I. it is absolutely 
wrong. Even if you can use tt)ese 
others, you will not be happy, whereas if 
this one single one contributes, serves 
as much as he or she can, that is a 
source of great joy. It is in terms of this 
attitude that real compassion and love 
for others can be developed. 

Compassion which is based on such 
reasoning and feelings can be extended 
even to one's enemies. Our ordinary 
sense of love and compassion is actual­
ly very much involved with attachment 
For your own wife or husband, your pa­
rents, your children, you have a feeling 
of compassion and love. But because it 
is in fact related with attachment. it can­
not include your enemies. Again it is 
centered on a selfish motivation - be­
cause these are my mother, my father. 
my children. I love them. In contrast to 
this is a clear recognition of the import­
ance and rights of others. If compas­
sion is developed from that viewpoint. it 
will reach even to enemies. 

In order to develop such a motivation 
of compassion. we must have toler­
ance, patience. In the practice of toler­
alice. one's enemy is the best teacher. 
Your enemy can teach you tolerance 
whe1 eas your teacher or parents can 

Whether you believe in God or nol does nol maller so much ... You mus11ead a good lite ... A 
good rnulivulior' ~~ whul 1s m~eued; cornpass1on wilhoul dC.Jgrnolisrn, withoul complicated 

philosophy, just understanding 1ha1 others ore hurnon brothers and sisters and respecting their 
rights and human dignity. 

fr~..'Ctlum f "'' , 



not Thus from th1s viewpoint, an 
enemy is actually very helpful- the best 
of friends, the best of teachers. 

In my own experience, the period of 
greatest gain In knowledge and experi­
ence is the most difficult period in one's 
life. If you go along in an easy way, with 
everything okay. you feel something is 
just fine. Then one day when you en­
counter problems, you feel depressed 
and hopeless. Through a difficult period 
you can learn, you can develop inner 
strength. determination, and courage to 
face the problem. Who gives you this 
chance? Your enemy. 

This does not mean that you obey or 
bow down to your enemy. In fact. some­
times, according to the enemy's atti­
tude, you may have to react strongly­
but, deep down, calmness and com­
passion must not be lost This is possi­
ble. Some people may think, "Now the 
Dalai Lama is talking nonsense," but I 
am not. If you practice th1s, if you test it 
in your own eKperience. you can feel it 
yourself. 

The development of love and com­
passion is basic, and I usually say that 
this is a main message of religion. 
When we speak of religion, we need not 
refer to deeper philosophical issues. 
Compassion is the real essence of reli­
gion. If you try to implement, to prac­
tice. compassion, then as a Buddhist, 
even if you do not place much emph­
asis on the Buddha, it is all right. For a 
Christian, if you try to practice this love, 
there is no need for much emphasis on 
other philosophical matters. I say this is 
in a friendly way, The important thing is 
that in your daily life you practice the 
essential things, and on that level there 
is hardly any difference between 
Buddhism, Christianity, or any other re­
ligion. All religions emphasiz.e better­
ment. improving human beings, a 
sense of brotherhood and sisterhood, 
love- these things are common. Thus. 
if you consider the essence of religion. 
there is nol much difference. 

I myself feel and also tell other 
Buddhists that the question of nirvana 
will come later. There is not much hur­
ry. But if in day to day life you lead a 
good life huncsl!y. with lovt!. will1 LVIII 

passton wilh lt'::.s selfishness, lhen 
autornalically it will lead to nirvana. 
n 111 x)~lt• 1 , tlu:.. 11 ,, l' wtk .1h~>ul t1irv<.~1ttt. 
talk about philosophy, but do not 
bother rnuch about day to day practice, 
then you may reach ll strange nirvana 

/r•'l'<lnrll '"'' II 

but will not reach the correct nirvana 
because your dally practice is nothing. 

We must implement these good 
teachings in daily life. Whether you be­
lieve in God or not does not matter so 
much, whether you believe in Buddha 
or not does not matter so much: as a 
Buddhist, whether you believe in rein­
carnation or not does not matter so 
much. You must lead a good life. And a 
good life does not mean just ~ood food, 
good clothes. good shelter. These are 
not sufficient. A good motivation is what 
is needed: compassion, without dog­
matism, without complicated philoso­
phy; just understanding that others are 
human brothers and sisters and re­
specting their rights and human dignity. 
That we humans can help each other is 
one of our unique human capacities. 
We must share in other peoples' suffer­
ing: even if you cannot help with 
money. to show concern, to give moral 
support and express sympathy are 
themselves valuable. This is what 
should be the basis of activities; 
whether one calls it religion or not does 
not matter. 

In the current world atmosphere. 
some people may think that religion is 
for those who remain in remote places 
and is not much needed in the areas of 
business or ff-Olitics. My answer to this is 
''Nol" For, as I have just said. in my 
simple religion, love is the key motiva­
tion. Except for certain minor ones, all 
actions - all larger and deliberate ac­
tions - come with motivation. In poli­
tics. if you have a good motivation and 
with that motivation seek to better hu­
man society, such a politician is a ri~ht 
and honest politician. Politics itself I!> 

not bad. We say, ''Dirty politics," but this 
is not right Politics is necessary as an 
instrument to solve human problems, 
the problems of human society. It itself 
is not bad; it is necessary. However, if 
politics are practiced by bad persons, 
out of cunning and lacking the right 
motivation. then of c.ourse it becomes 
bad. 

This is true not only of politics but in 
all areas. including religion - If I speak 
of religion with a bad molivation. that 
rrcaching becomes IJ<lu. But you loll 

not say religion is bad. you cannel say. 
"Dirty religion.'' 

Tltu!> 1 noliV<.lliOfl IS very unportanl. 
and U1us my simple religion is love, r e­
spect for others, honesty: teachings that 
cover nol only religion but also the 

fields of politics, economics. business, 
science, law, medicine - everywhere. 
With proper motivation these can help 
humanity: without it they go the other 
way. Without good motivation. science 
and technology, instead of helping, 
bring more fear and threaten global 
destruction. Compassionate thought is 
very important for humankind. 

At the present moment, if you look 
more deeply Into society. you see that 
people are not as happy as might first 
seem. For example. when I first land in 
a new country, everything is very beauti­
ful. When I rneet new people, everything 
is very nice, no complaints at all. But 
then day by day I listen, I hear peoples' 
problems. and it is clear that every­
where there are many problems. Deep 
down there is unrest Due to this inner 
feelings of unrest. people feel isolated. 
they gel depressed. have mental un­
easiness. mental suffering. This is the 
general atmosphere. Real justice and 
honesty are impossible within cunning 
feelings. Wanting to benefit others but 
deep down having a selfish motivation 
is again impossible. If you talk about 
peace, love, justice, etc., but then when 
things are actually affecting you, forget 
all about them and, if necessary, sup­
press others or even make war. this is a 
clear sign that something is lacking. 

This troubled atmosphere is our cur­
rent rE·ality. It is very bad. but it is reality. 
People may feel that the opposite of 
this, the internal transformation about 
which I have been speaking, is merely 
idealistic and not related with our situa­
tion here on earth. My feeling, however, 
is that if this present atmosphere in 
which everything depends on money 
and power and there is not much con­
cern about the real value of love con­
tinues. if human society loses the value 
of justice. the value of compassion. the 
value of honesty, we will in the next gen­
eration or farther in the future face grea-
ter difficulties and more suffering. Thus. 
although to bring about inner change is 
difficult, it is absolutely worthwhile to try. 
This is my nrm belief. What is important 
is that we try our best. Whether we suc­
cE:ed 01 nol is a different question. Even 
il Wf> c:ould nol achieve what we seek 
W1th11t th1s llle, 1l is all right; at least we 
will lldVe made the attempt to torrn a 
bettPr human society on thr· basis of 
lovE" - true love - and less selfishnes5. 
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Religion And Society In India 

A.B. Shah 

One need not be a Marxist in order to recognise that stability and growth are Invariably 
followed either by a new kind of equilibrium or by a steady decline and withering away of the 

old system. This Is particularly true of Ideological systems,·and religion is no exception to the 
rule. 

One of the major problems which 
has so far been neglected by Indian 
scholars is lhe way In which religion and 
society have interacted in the past and 
still interact with each other in India. In a 
country beset with poverty, ill-health 
and lack of the miniMum amenities of 
civilized life it is understandable that the 
main emphasis in its developmental 
effort would be on economic growth. 
However. man does not live by bread 
alone, and even for producing enough 
bread it is necessary that those who are 
called upon to work for development 
have the right kind of attitude and value 
commitment. In their absence econo­
mic development itself is likely to be 
inhibited by the ballast of the past as 
has, indeed. been the experience of 
almost all the developing countries 
which became independent after World 
War II. 

The historical relationship between 
religion and social change provides a 
fascinating field for inquiry. Most world 
religions arose as the harbingers of a 
social and cultural renaissance and 
offered to their followers a higr.~r world­
view than the one which was dominant 
till then. This is obvious in the case of 
Buddhism. Jainism, Christianity and 
Islam. It is not difficult to show that a 
similar c;tatement would hold about 
Hinduism too. 

The Birth of Religions 
A new rellgton come~ into existence 

in response to certain felt needs of its 
would·be followers. These ne~ds may 

be briefly formulated as follows: 
I . Man comes across a variety of ex­

periences which· exhibit certain 
patterns of diversity as well as uni­
formity and which therefore call 
for a certain intellectual 
framework within which they may 
be unified in a satisfactory man­
ner. Every religion worth the name 
has therefore a body of doctrine 
which claims to explain the origin 
of man and the universe, the pro­
cesses of nature and the decline 
and fall of civilizations. This con­
stitutes the intellectual core of reli­
gion. 

2. Besides the need to understand 
what he experiences, man also 
feels the need to choose between 
different alternatives. He has 
therefore to have criteria for de­
ciding what is in conformity with 
the world-view offered by his reli­
gion and what is incompatible 
with it. These criteria define the 
good life in terms of a code of 
ethics, which forms the ethical 
content of religion. Morality con­
sists in living according to the 
ethical injunctions of religion. and 
immorality in flouting them in 
one's life. 

3. ~ince religion is essentially a so­
cial IJhenomenon. in the sense 
that it is lo be found only in orga­
nised ltuman groups. the good life 
has to be realized througl1 social 
institutions. Myslictsrn has always 

been an exceptional phenomenon 
from the point of view of orga­
nized religion, which -as in Islam 
- has sometimes even conde­
mned it as opposed to 'true· reli­
gion. Religion therefore also lends 
sanctity to such institutions as· 
would faciUtate a life in conformity 
with its dictates and condemns as 
immoral those which would imply 
a violation of its ethical norms. Ev­
ery religion thus also functions as 
a sort of social theory for its fol­
lowers. 

The three functions mentioned 
above are necessary at any stage in the 
evolution of a society. When a society is 
in a stable state, its members find their 
inherited religion satisfactory on the 
whole. However, in periods of rapid 
transition the existing system of thought 
and values no longer serves its needs. 
Sometimes the social context has 
changed significantly from the one in 
which the prevalent religion arose and 
whose needs it met; on other occa­
sions, a significant number of persons 
may develop new aspirations and a new 
view of life and the universe as a result 
of new knowledge or experience. In 
either case man feels that his religion is 
no longer adequate for his needs ami 
begins to !ook tor new thought and 
values. 

At the same time, the state of know­
ledge and the tools of analysis and ~o­
cial change available place limit.;; un I he 
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extent to which man can break away 
from his inherited culture Consequent­
ly, what he creates by way of a new reli­
gion shows both change and continuity, 
which helps him go forward without de­
veloping a feeling of alienation f1om his 
past. Secondly. till the rise of modern 
science. but for a few exceptions man 
could not transcend the religious mode 
of thought He could not, in other 
words, conceive of an intellectual and 
ethical system which did not depend for 
rts final sanction on a transcendental 
authority. The change away from inher­
ited religion could therefore only be in 
the direction of a new religion and not a 
secular theory of the kind which is char­
acteristic of the modern age. 

Common Features 
All religions therefore exhibit certain 

common features regardless of differ­
ences in specific detail. for instance. 
every religion is based on a faith in the 
existence of transcendental reality. The 
existence of this reality is essentially a 
matter of faith and, secondarily. of ex­
perience which by definition is incap­
able of communication to others who 
have not had it. 

It follows that in any religious system. 
there must be two kinds of knowledge. 
The empirical knowledge in terms of 
which man understands and to a cer­
tain extent controls, or adapts himself 
to, the processes of nature and of hu­
man life is too important to be denied 
by any religion. However, since such 
knowledge can only deal with the world 
of sensory experience, in the religious 
view it is of subsidiary, utilitarian value. 
What is more important is the other 
knowledge. the knowledge of the trans­
cendental reality which imparts mean­
ing and significance to human exist­
ence. The final authority of this kind of 
knowledge can only be faith, either in a 
revealed scripture or in the word of its 
official interpreters; such knowledge 
cannot be tested against logic and 
empirical verification. 

In the religious world view, the criteria 
for JUdging this-worldly actions and for 
interpreting events have also to be 
transcendental in the final analysis. 
Thus not only natural events are inter­
preted as exprcss1ons of the transcen­
d~ntal order. but dlso ethics itself is de­
fined 1n terms of conformity to trans­
cendental critena. In other words, ethics 
is not, as it should be. a system of 
norms to govern interpersonal relations 

but a code of conduct to ensure grace 
in the eyes of the deity or liberation 
from the bonds of earthly existence. So 
long as religion functions as an effective 
matrix within which man's entire life 
moves, this does not create any prob­
lem for him. But when it ceases to be 
the sole or even the dominant concern 
of man's thinkmg self. a situation of 
conflict is bound to arise. 

Not only ethics but art.. science. litera­
ture - indeed, aJI pursuits of men -have 
to be evaluated in terms of moral 
criteria based on transcendental values. 
Moreover, since the human condition is 
constantly changing and man has to 
face a new situation at every turn. he 
needs authoritative guidance in order to 
reassure himself that he would not go 
wrong owing to ignorance or other 
weaknesses to which flesh is heir. It fol­
lows that those who are accepted as 
authoritative spokesmen or interpreters 
of the will of God come to exercise total 
power in all spheres of life. 

In such a scheme of things there can 
be no autonomy for human reason. 
Trascendental values are by definition 
eternal and essentially unchangeable. If 
change appears inescapably necessary. 
it has to be within the limits approved by 
religious authority. There is no scope 
therefore in religious life for human 
creativity or for the rights of man by 
virtue merely of the fact that he is a 
human being. The human personality 
has no moral sanctity of its own. 

Evolution of Religion 

The history of every major religion 
shows a common pattern. In the first 
stage religion appears as a harbinger of 
change, often radical. and almost in­
variably seeks to lift society to a higher 
level of moral consciousness. It has to 
face the opposition of established in­
terests. generally in the name of the 
currently prevalent religion, but suc­
ceeds because the new consciousness 
it reflects is better attuned to the 
changes which have already taken 
place due to the operation of non­
religious factors in other spheres of life. 
The period of transition may be long ·as 
in the case of Christianity, or relatively 
short as in the case of Islam. In either 
case. unless the old order possesses 
sufficient vigour and is ruthless in sup­
pressing dissent. a time arrives when 
what was once a protest movement be· 
comes the religion of the new Estab­
lishment. This is followed by a period of 

stability accompanied by steady growth 
and expansion. The world-view offered 
by the new religion and the value sys­
tem associated with it meet the needs 
not only of the cuJtural but also of the 
political and economic development of 
society. 

This does not mean that religious 
evolution comes to a stop; only. it pro­
ceeds with an imperceptible speed and 
does not therefore create a major dis· 
turbance in the thought and behaviour 
patterns of any significant number of its 
adherents. 

Resistance to Change 
One need not be a Marxist in order to 

recognize that stability and growth are 
invariably followed either by a new kind 
of equilibrium or by a steady decline 
and withering away of the old system. 
This is particularly true of ideological 
systems, and religion is no exception to 
the rule. In the course of time the 
cumulative effect of the changes that 
have been taking place in human 
thought and lts social context assumes 
such proportions that the old 
framework of ideas and institutions 
appears basically inadequate to meet 
the demands of the new situation. A 
new period of transition sets in. This re­
quires the now-well-entrenched religion 
to transform itself into a harbinger of 
fresh change or makes it appear as a 
block in the further progress of society. 
Generally, the second alternative is real­
ized. But one cannot say in advance 

whether the forces of change will 
triumph over those of stagnation in a 
reasonably short period of time, or the 
socio-cultural context will prove basical­
ly unfavourable to change. In the former 
case, the conOicl proves creative and 
religion accommodates itself to the 
challenge of the times. This is what has 
happened with Christianity during the 
past 400 years, though at a great but 
perhaps unavoidable cost Hinduism 
too underwent a similar change on a 
smaller scale during the nineteenth 
century. and Islam has just started on 
this path after a rather long period of 
stagnation. 

It is not only religion which has to 
mPet the challenge of change: other 
human institutions also have to adapt 
themselves in the same way. What dis· 
linguishes religion from other institu­
tions is the essentially authoritarian and 
non-empirical nature of its theory and 
the deep passions it can _therefore 



arouse whenever its doctrine or institu­
tions are called in question. In the case 
of other institutions. there is no super­
natural aura lending them a supra­
human, divine sanction which makes 
them exempt from empirical study and 
critical evaluation. This is not the case 
with religion. Consequently, any prop­
osal for going beyond its doctrines or 
even for reinterpreting them in the light 
of new experience and knowledge 
arouses unreasoning opposition which 
ofien borders on fanaticism. Consider­
ing that people react in a similar man­
ner even when less divine things like 
property or untouchability are Involved, 
one need not wonder at the attitude of 
the spokesmen of religion. 

Gandhi and Azad 
If one were to consider Mahatma 

Gandhi and Maulana Azad as the best 
representatives of Hinduism and Islam 
in modern India, one immediately 
notices an important diHerence in their 
approach to religion. Each offered a 
new interpretation of his religion, but 
the differences between them were far 
more significant than the similarities 
that kept them together. Gandhi 
adopted a revolutionary attitude to reli­
gion and went to the extent of saying 
that if the Hindu scriptures went con­
trary to the dictates of reason and 
morality. he would go ahead without the 
scriptures. True, Gandhi tried to find in 
Hindu scriptures a sanction for his cru­
sade against untouchability, But when 
he found that classical Hinduism did 
not provide such a sanction but, on the 
contrary, enjoined the observance of 
untouchability and the treatment of un­
touchables as worse than chattel, he did 
not hesitate to brush aside the Dhar­
amshaslfa and define God as Truth. 
About cow-slaughter. too, his position 
was informed by a concern for the 
rights of those who did not regard the 
cow as sacred. Gandhi's followers and 
those who preside over the destinies of 
the country and ust> his name on all 
sorts of occasions have forgotten what 
he said about cow-slaughter. But Gan­
dhi is not to blame for it; his language 
was clear and unforgettable in its sim­
ple eloquence 

Azad's attitude to religion was, on the 
other hand, cautious if not apologetic It 
is well known that he was fond of the 
pleasures of the cup and was not always 
very particular about offering his five 
prayer~ a day as prescribed by orthodox 

Islam. Mr Achyut Paro~:ardhan, who once 
spent a few days with Maulana Azad, 
says that he did not see Azad offering 
namaz even once during this period. 
Azad also sought through his incom­
plete magnum opus, Tcujuman af· 
Quran to interpret Islam in a manner 
that would reconcile Muslims to the 
idea of secular territorial nationalism 
and a democratic state based on equal 
rights and obligations for all citizens re­
gardless of sex or creed. However, all 
this had to be done without questioning 
a single statement of the Quran or the 
divine sanction with which it was in­
vested. This was also the attitude or Dr 
Zakir Husain and it continues to be the 
attitude of most eminent Muslims even 
today. In private conversation they have 
no hesitation in adopting an enlight­
ened, sometimes even Marxist attitde to 
religion, but in public they invariably 
swear by the Quran as the source of all 
the values they cherish. The explanation 
probably lies in the fact that Islam in 
India, as in the rest of the world, is still in 
the state in which Hinduism found itself 
in the days of Raja Rammohan Roy. 

The Role of Reformers 

Normally this would not have mat­
tered. In the course or time the reform 
movement in Islam would gather 
momentum and perhaps by the year 
21 00 AD. Muslim society would be as 
modern and liberal as Christian society 
today is. However, the pace of change 
in the modem world is altogether diffe­
rent from what it was before World War 
L Muslims can no longer live in a world 
of their own, isolated from the currents 
of change that have been sweeping 
over the rest of the world. In India the 
dilemma they face is all the more acute. 
If the Muslim elite do not recognize the 
writing on the wall and refuse to emu­
late the example of the Prophet by 
standing against the prejudices of their 
community in its own interest, history 
will condemn them as selfish, short­
sighted and lacking in spine. It would 
not do to argue that till Muslim society 
throws up its own Gandhi nothing 
worthwhile can be achieved by way of 
its modPmiz.ation Gandhi could suc­
ceed with the Hindus only because he 
was preceded by generations of radical 
reformers, some of whom even ques· 
tioned the very basis of their religion. It 
was the spadework done by them that 
made Gandhi acceptable to the vast 
majority of Hindus. Except 1n Mahar-

ashtra, such spadework has not been 
even started among the Muslims and 
even in Maharashtra the Muslim elite. 
with the exception of Professor A.AA. 
Fyzee. have shown nothing but hostilrty 
to the work initiated by (the late) Mr 
Hamid Dalwai. But till preparatory work 
of this kind has proceeded a consider­
able way, it would be futile to expect a 
Gandhi to arise among the Muslims. 

Even then the Gandhian approach 
will not be adequate. The fact that Gan­
dhi's own followers. Vinoba not ex· 
cepted, have failed to carry on his tradi­
tion of radical social reform and a 
majority of Hindus still practise un­
touchability and refuse equal rights to 
women in spite of the Hindu Code, 
points to an inherent weakness in Gan­
dhi's approach. The weakness lay in his 
use of the religious idjom to put across 
his message to tradition-bound Hindus. 
When he talked of God. Sanatana 
Dharma and Rama-Rajya, what he 
had in mind had nothing to do with the 
accepted meanings of these words. So 
long as he was alive, he could ensure 
that his audience would get his mean­
ing and not the traditional one of the 
words he used. But after his death, the 
logic of language l:lsserted itself. His 
message was forgotten and buried 
under the centuries-old layers of tradi­
tional Hindu thought. If Hindu society 
does not today show a complete re­
lapse to old attitudes, the reasons lie in 
such diverse factors as the plural struc­
ture of this society, the spread of liberal 
Western education and the rise of secu­
lar interest groups most of which have 
little to do with religion and some of 
which find religion an obstacle in their 
struggle for advancement The Muslim 
society in India cannot claim the pre­
sence of similar countervailing ele­
ments which may compensate for the 
weakness of the Gandhian approach 
even If a Gandhi were to arise in its 
midsL What it needs more than any­
thing else today is therefore a genera­
lion of radical, liberal, modernist refor­
mers who will have the courage to go to 
the roots of the problem and subject 
everything Islamic to a rigorou'l scrutinv 
in the light of reason and knowledge. 
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Religion and Politics 
Abe Solomon 

That religion preaches love and brotherhood is only a 
half-truth. Only those belonging to one's own religion 
are considered brothers, those of other religions are 

destined to hell. Those who reject religious beliefs are 
heretics and deserve to be burnt at the stake. There 
must be something wrong with a belief system which 

promotes such ideas. "By their fruits ye shall know them." 

In an othe!Wise excellent article- en­
titled "India -Time for a Renaissance" 
(freedom First- July 1988) I was sur­
prised to read the comments in it on 
religion and politics, f1 om so perceptive 
and clear a thinker as Mr. Minoo Masa­
ni. That he should have fallen into the 
usual confused thinking of apologists 
for religion and their conception of 
secularism, is difficult to understand. 

Renaissance 

Mr. Masani rightly says that "what In­
dia need today is both a Renaissance 
and a Reformation". Well, what is the 
essence of the renaissance which took 
place first in Italy and then in other parts 
of Europe. and which paved the way for 
the modem age? It was not merely the 
re-discovery of Greek knowledge, phi­
losophy and the arts. More important it 
was the change in the outlook and atti­
tude of the people from a "God­
centered" to a "Man-centered" view. 
Basically it was the rebirth of the spirit of 
free inquiry and individual freedom. It 
was a revolt against ignorant faith and 
submissiveness to power. It was the 
affirmation of the dignity of man and his 
ability to solve his own problems which 
led courageous men and women to 
defy the "Holy Inquisition" and the pow­
er of the Pope It was the demand for 
the freedom to know and think for one­
self. to rely on one's own reason and 
not succumb to dogmatic authority. It 
was the revolt of authority based on 

knowledge against authority based on 
fear and power. 

It is indeed this attitudinal change 
which is so necessary in India today if 
people are to cease going from one 
leader to another for the solution of 
their problems; if they are to demand 
accountability and honesty from those 
who govern them, and if they are to 
stop awaiting new avatars for the salva­
tion of their souls. 

Religion 
The various religions offer a concept 

of man and the universe, a view of life 
and a set of beliefs which arose from 
and were determined by the specific 
historical and social conditions existing 
at the time they were propounded or 
took shape. 

Religion arose as a response to 
man's intellectual and emotional need 
to understand the world in order to sur­
vive, and his search for meaning and 
significance in life. But when the various 
religions which were, in fact, philo­
sophies of existence, discarded or sup­
pressed the faculty of reasoning applied 
to experience as an Instrument In the 
search for truth and in understanding 
the problems of existence. they becam e 
dogmatic ~.:reeds based on blind f.:nth 
and authority which could not be ques­
tioned. Religion today has become an 
obstacle to social and cultural progress. 

Modern Concept of Man 

From the point of view of modem 
scientific knowledge man is the product 
of nature and history. Man is at the 
same time a physical. social and cultu­
ral being. All his attributes are part of 
and within nature and subject to its 
laws. Man's capacity to reason applied 
to experience is the source of all know­
ledge and moral values. Moral princi­
ples and ethical values are the product 
of social living and inter-personal rela­
tions. Religion is irrelevant to moral 
principles and ethical values. It is in fact 
the progress and development of hu­
man moral and ethical values which 
has civilised and refined religious be­
liefs and practices. It is the human con­
cern and moral revulsion against the 
burning of widows which led to the 
abolition of the religious practice of sut­
tee which is based on the belief that a 
wife must also die with her husband in 
order to serve him in the next world. 

Society expects all its members to 
observe the laws; to value and tell the 
truth; to subordinate narrow self­
interest to higher impersonal interests: 
lo respect other people's right to pursue 
happiness so long as they do not in­
fringe the similar right of their fellow 
men and women. Society expects all 
this of all its members irrespective of 
whether they are Hindus, Muslims. 
Christians. Jews, Zoroastrians or pro-



fess any other beliefs or none. 
The evalution and development of 

moral, ethical and cultural values is the 
criterion of human progress. Religions 
are born, they perpetuate themselves by 
demanding upquestioned authority, be­
come antiquated due to the growth of 
scientific knowledge and are ultimately 

-defeated by man's inherent human 
urge for freedom and the quest for 
knowledge and truth. While rel igions 
change, or die and disappear, moral 
and ethical values which are the pro­
duct of man's rationality and experience 
endure and develop and contribute to 
social cohesion and co-operation. In 
m odem society. religion acts as a divi· 
sive and retrogressive force - witness 
the present situation in India, Ireland 
and the Middle Easl 

Buddha and Mahavira did not start 
new religions. Their's was a search for 
the good life and a protest against ex­
isting false beliefs and obscurantism. 
Their's was a plea for moral and ethical 
values in day to day living. They gave 
moral importance to ethical behaviour 
in the present life rather than salvation 
in the next It was their disciples and 
followers who deified them. perverted 
their teachings, added miracles to their 
lives and turned their teaching into 
dogmatic creeds. 

The founders of all religions started 
as reformers and revolutionaries. The 
essence of their teachings was human 
welfare and a good life according to 
their own lights. Their ideas and 
teachings were conditioned by the level 
of knowledge of man and the universe 
and the social situation existing at the 
time they Jived. To make their views and 
teachings etern<!l truths Is to negate in­
tellectual and social progress and the 
growth of knowledge. We must take the 
best in their teachings and reject the 
errors. What is needed is a critical re­
appraisal of our cultural heritage and 
not blind glorification of everything in 
our pasl 

Secularism 

Webster's Third New International 
Dictionary describes secularism as a 
"view of life or of any particular matter 
based on the pr~:>mise that religion and 
religious considerations should be 
Ignored or purposely excluded (a policy 
of government); specifically: a system 
of social ethics based upon the doctrine 
that ethical standards and conduct 
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should be determined exclusively with 
reference to the present life and social 
well-being without reference to reli­
gion." 

In India the word secularism has 
been perverted to m ean "respect for all 
religions" sarua-dharma­
samabhaua. What does "respect for all 
religions" mean? Does it mean respect 
for all the religious beliefs (the earth as 
the centre o f the universe) all the reli­
gious practices (suttee, untouchability, 
inferiority of women to men) of all reli­
gions? In practice this view has resulted 
in support to all the dogmas, false be­
liefs, and discriminatory practices which 
exist in all the religions. It has meant 
promoting obscurantism, fundamental­
ism and antagonism and hatred be­
tween religious groups. Saroa-dharma­
samabhaua is really a glorified phrase 
for simple " tolerance'' which ls ex­
pected of everyone in a civilized society. 

Secularism is not anti-religious. 
Tolerance is an essential feature of 
secularism, but also opposition to all 
beliefs and ideas which violate human 
rights and universal moral and ethical 
values. Secularism recognises the mor­
al worth and dignity of all human beings 
regardless of religion, caste, creed, sex, 
nationality or circumstance of birth. 

Dharma in Politics 
Mr. Masani says that he is "not asking 

for religion as it is but more for Dhar­
ma in poUtics". I believe that what Mr. 
Masani is really· pleading for is m oral 
and ethical behaviour in politics, as well 
as in all spheres of life. And on that I am 
one with him. 

Strong religious beliefs motivate 
ordinary good people to hate and even 
kill others and each other In the name 
or religion and God. 
That religion preaches love and 
broth_erhood is only a half truth. Only 
those belonging to one's own religion 
are considered brothers, those of other 
religions are destined for hell. Those 
who reject religious beliefs are heretics 
and deserve to be burnt at the stake. 
There must be something wrong with a 
belief-system which promotes such 
ideas. 'By lhe1r frutts ye shall know 
them.'' 

What India Needs 

Yes. what India needs is a renaiss­
ance. A renaissance of the faith of man 
in himself and his ability to solve his 
own problems. We need a renaissance 

or the spirit of free inquiry and adven­
ture, of the quest for freedom and truth. 
The people of India must stop expect­
ing and relying on political leaders to 
solve their problems and instead must 
rely on their own efforts. They must 
stop harking back to the past which is 
full of conflict and suffering, of war and 
hatred, but instead create a vision of the 
future, of peace and harmony. A vision 
of a future which can inspire all the di­
verse people of India and specially the 
youth to build a harmonious and 
peaceful social order, based on reason, 
truth, freedom and compassion, to­
wards which all can strive. Because 
"where there is no vision the people 
perish.'' 

Abe Solomon Is President of the Indian Secular 
Soc:.iecy and a trustee of the Freedom Rrst 
Foundation. 

Tibetan Autonomy 
On the eue of Prime Minister Rajiu 

Gandhi's uisiL lD China. the 'Friends of 
Tibet. Bombay' sent him the following 
telegram requesting that the issue o( 
Tibet's autonomy and the withdrawal 
o( Chinese troops {rom Tibet be raised 
by him with the Chinese gouemmenl: 

Dt•ring your forthcoming visit to China 
it is of critical national importance that 
you raise the issue of Tibet's autonomy. 
lhdla's national self-interest demands a 
buffer betw~n China and India and is 
very much a part of our border dispute 
with that counlly. Asking for Tibetan 
autonomy and the withdrawal of Chinese 
troops from Tibet is in keeping with 
Jawaharlal Nehru's statement in Parlia­
ment on December 7. 1950: 

"It is perfectly true that we have repe­
atedly admitted Chinese suzerainty over 
Tibet just as we have laid stress on 
Tibet's autonomy". Any negotiations 
which Ignore the Tibetan question will be 
against India's national interests. Moreov­
er as JawaharlaJ Nehru observed in the 
same speech: "I see no difficulty in 
saying to the Chinese Government that 
whether they have suzerainty over Tibet 
or sovereignty over Tibet, surely, accord­
ing to any princ1ples, the principles lhey 
proclaim and the principles I uphold, the 
last voice in regatd to Til>el should be the 
voice of the people of Tibet and of no· 
body else" 



Ban and be Damned! 

M.R. Sundareswaran 

In the wake of the enormous success 
and acclaim that his previous two 
books have enjoyed in India, Salman 
Rushdie would hardly have expected 
the turn of events that encountered his 
recent book The Satanic Verses. Both 
Midnight's Children and Shame en­
joyed a fair share of critical notice and 
acclaim in India and therefore it was 
reasonable for Rushdie and his pub­
lisher to have assumed that The Sata­
nic Verses too would be a best seller. 
Unfortunately the Government of India 
had other ideas and on October 5, 
1988, banned the book under section 
11 of the Indian Customs Act. 

Rushdie was quick express to his dis­
appointment in an open letter to the 
Prime Minister, the contents of which 
are well known and need not detain us. 
In an interview broadcast over the 
World Service of the BBC, he gave vent 
to his anger and regret over the Indian 
Government's action. He described the 
action as ill-advised and a response to 
the plea by three Muslim parliamenta­
rians. He wondered how Syed Shaha­
buddin. the Janata Party MP., con­
cluded that the book was a slanderous 
attack on the Prophet without even 
reading it. Rushdie added that such ac­
tion of the government was all the more 
inexplicable because, in his opinion. In­
dian democracy is too deep rooted to 
take such an intolerent view of his book. 

Political Expediency 
The strong reaction to the book has 

diverted the attention of the media and 
the literary cognoscenti from the 
book's intrinsic merit. At a press confer­
ence presented on lV, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 
said that the ban order would not be 
revoked. Admitting that he had not read 
the book he said that the Home Ministry 
officials who had read the book were of 

Salman Rushdie 

the view that the import and sale of the 
book would cause offense to the reli­
gious sentiments of a section of the 
people. 

The ban order has to be seen against 
the government's dilemma in not being 
able to solve the Sabri Masjid-Ram Jan­
mabhoomi imbroglio which has left in 
its wake a trail of bloodshed in Uttar 
Pradesh. The many delegations to the 
Home Ministry, the attempts at reconcil­
ing the two sections to the conflict have 
not yielded any result. 

It has been pointed out that with the 
general elections round the corner a 
possible hundred million votes would 
have had no small influence in the deci­
sion to ban the book. The Muslim com­
munity has, in recent years, been bitter 
over happenings in Aligarh, the police 
excesses in Meliana, Hoshiarpur etc. 

The government knows fully well that 
in its electoral arithmetic. a solid block 
of Muslim votes is any day preferable 
even if it means incurring the displea­
sure of some liberal and articulate sec· 
tions of society who, in any event. are 

traditionally suspect in their support for 
the Congress (I). 

Surrender to Fundamentalism 
The intolerance of the present gov­

ernment to freedom of speech and 
creative effort in writing has cast a dark 
shadow on its democratic credentials. It 
is surprising that after forty years of 
freedom and after very many achieve­
ments to our credit as a nation, the pre­
sent day occupants of the gaddi, 
should feel so insecure about their abil­
ity to maintain order and have fears of a 
communal backlash that they should 
have resorted to banning the book in· 
stead of allowing it freely to enter the 
country. Would it follow then that if 
someone were to write a book casting 
aspersions on other religions, govern­
ment would similarly step in and im­
pose a ban? It would appear that the 
government has surrendered to fun­
damentalist rabble-rousers and de-
magogtJes. 

It is not quite honest to explain away 
the ban on the book as a stateman-like 
act, as editorials in some national 
dailies would have us believe. It has 
been speciously argued that had the 
government not acted, it would have 
been accused of conniving at offending 
a section's religious beliefs. It is further 
argued that non-interference would 
have led to the outbreak of social vio­
lence, if the past be any guide. The ex­
ample offered was the aftermath of vio­
lence after the Deccan Herald pub­
lished a short story allegedly offensive 
to Muslim sentiments. The free import 
of The Satanic Verses and its sale 
would have been viewed by the Muslim 
minority as an act of religious aggres­
sion. 

Capitulation is the word that is most 

Paying obeisance to all forms of religious bigotry has sadly com~ to be accepted as a secular 
credo by tile Government of India. Theocracy and obscuront1sm ore entl1roned by such 

wordless acts. 



Big Boost for Kannada and Regional Cinema from 
Government of Karnataka. 

From·1966-67, the Government of Kamataka has actively promoted the cause of Kannada and other regional 
cinema. By providing handsome subsidies for the development of the film industry as a whole. To date the 
Government has contributed Rs. 703.50 lakhs for the production of over 750 films. 

Generous subsidies for more and more films: 

From fairly nominal amounts Government subsidies have been substantially increased. Kannada and regional 
language films made entirely in Karnataka now receive Rs 2.50 lakhs (for colour films), Rs 1.50 lakhs (for black 
and white films) and Rs 3 lakhs (for art films). The response has been tremendous over 60 Kannada films are 
produced every year now as against only 26 in I 967, when the incentives were first introduced. 

Attractive tax exemptions: 

• Entertainment tax exemption of 50% is given to Kannada, Kodava, Konkani and Tulu films made entirely in 
Karnataka. 

• The quantum of Show Tax has been cut from Rs 1 00, Rs 60, Rs 40 to Rs 25, Rs 15, Rs I 0 for A, B and C class 
centres respectively. for Kannada, Kodava, Konkani and Tutu films. Reduction in Show Tax for other language 
films also. 

• Complete exemption from Show Tax for Kannada and regional language films screened in areas with a 
population of less than 15,000. 

• 100% Entertainment Tax exemption for one year from lhe date of release for Kannada and other regional 
language films which have won national or state awards. 

• 1 00% Entertainment Tax exemption for a period of six months for any other language films which have won the 
national Best Film Award. 

Nominal shooting fees: 

Shooting fees for public places is just Rs I 00/- a day for Kannada and other regional language film producers. The 
fee ranges from Rs 400/- to Rs t ,000/- a day for other language films. 

Awards and honours: 
• The ~tate Government has instituted the Puttanna Kanagal Award of Rs 1 lakh which goes to the Best Film 

Director every year for their overall contribution. 
• Cash prizes and medals have also been instituted to honour the best film, artistes and technicians every year. 

lnfrastructural facilities for film makers: 

• The Karnataka Film Industry Development Corporation has been set up to provide facilities for hiring outdoor 
equipment. film shooting. editing etc .. al reasonable rates. 

• The state-owned Kanteerava Studios provide 2-floor shooting fadlitif'.:; i\l rea<;onflbiP rates 

• A Film Archives has also been set upto preserve outstanding films for posterity 
. . 

' ·. . , . . .. 
- . 
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appropriate in describing this act of a 
government already badly battered and 
bruised by the controversy surrounding 
its earlier abortive attempts to muzzle 
the press through the Defamation Bill. It 
thought it fit to take the line of least 
resistance - an act increasingly seen as 
politically motivated. 

Background to the Ban 
The events leading to the ban need to 

be re-stated briefly at least for the re­
cord if not for enlightenment. Around 
the middle of September '88 when a 
review of the book and excerpts from it 
were published in the magazine India 
Today, Syed Shahbuddin is reported to 
have received numerous letters of 
angry protest from MusHms all over In­
dia. The letter-writers reportedly ex­
pressed their anguish at the purportedly 
offensive remarks against the Prophet 
and his wives. This made Syed Shaha­
buddin demand that the Home Ministry 
ban the book. Syed Shahabuddin 
admitted that he had not read the book. 
In a later interview when queried as to 
how he had asked for a ban when he 
had not even read the book, he is re­
ported to have said that one need not 
examine the contents of a gutter to 
know what it contains. Mr. KA Khan 
and Mr. Suleiman Sail of the Congres­
s( I) and the Indian Union Muslim 
League respectively, not to be left be­
hind, pitched in. The Home Minister 
promised to look into the matter and is 
reported to have been anguished that 
the book contained passages offensive 
to Islam. 

While these talks with the govern­
ment were going on, it was brought to 
the notice of Syed Shahabuddin, that 
the book was already being sold in De­
lhi. By the time he made further appeals 
to the government, the mandarins In 
the ministry had read and supposedly 
satisfied themselves that the book did 
indeed contain offensive passages and 
with a touch of drama enshrouding its 
pronouncement. banned it under the 
Indian Customs Acl Incidentally, the 
sub-section of Section 11 of the Indian 
Customs Act, states that importation is 
banned if it threatens public order, con­
science, morality etc. 

While the government banned the 
book il gratutiously conceded that 1ts 
action did not detract from the literary 
merit of the book! A cloak of respecta­
bility wm. U1ereby attempted to be 
draped over an act of appeasement 

motivated by political expediency of not 
alienating the Muslim vote. 

The Muslim Intelligentsia 

The majority of the Muslim intel­
ligentsia, who have either written to 
newspapers or have been interviewed, 
have welcomed the ban. They point out 

that there are clearly identifiable pas­
sages which are grossly offensive to 
their religious sentiments. 

Even those who have not read the 
book but only extracts or reviews of the 
book, have written letters criticising it 
and its author and welcoming the ban 

When Premchand was Proscribed 

An extract from the eminent writer's autobiography. 

In 1909 a collection of fiVe stories was published with the title ·sufferings of the 
Motherland.' At this time the partition of Bengal had takerr place; in the Congress 
the radical faction had developed. In these five stories I practised devotion to the 
country. 

At that time I was a deputy inspector in the Department of Education ln Hamir­
pur districl One evening, six months after the stories had been published, while I 
sat in my tent I received a summons to go at once lo see the District Collector, who 
was then on his winter tour. I harnessed the bullock-cart and travelled between 
thirty and forty miles through the night and reached him the next day. In front of 
him was placed a copy of my book. My head began to throb. At that time I was 
writing under the name of Navabrai. I had had some indication that the secret 
police were looking for the author of this book. I realized they must have traced me 
and that I was being called to accounl 

The Collector asked me. "Did you write this book?" 

I told hirn I had. He asked for the theme of each one of the stories and finally 
losing his temper said, 'Your stories are full of sedition. lfs fortunate for you that 
this is a British government If it were the Mughal Empire, then both your hands 
would be cut off. Your stories are one-sided, you've insulted the British govern­
ment' The judgement was that I should give all the copies of the book into the 
custody of the government and that I should not ever write anything else without 
the permission of the Collector. I felt l"d got off lightly. Of the thousand copies 
printed, hardly three hundred had been sold. The remaining seven hundred copies 
I sent for from the 'lamana' office and had them delivered to the Collector. 

I assumed the danger was past But the authorities could not be satisfied so 
easily. AfteJWards I learned that the Collector had discussed the matter with the 
other officials of the district The Superintendent of Police, two deputy collectors 
and the deputy inspector -whose subordinate I was - satto consider what my fate 
should be. One of the deputy collectors, using quotations from the stories, 
asserted that in them there was nothing but sedition from beginning lo end, and 
not just ordinary sedition but a contagious variety. The demi-god of the police said: 
'So dangerous a man ought lo be severely punished." 

The deputy inspector was very fond of me. Afraid lest the affair be long drawn 
out he made the suggestion that in a friendly way he would sound out my political 
opinions and present a report to this committee. His idea was to explain to me and 
to write in this report that the writer was violent only with his pen and had nothing 
whatever to do with any political disturbance. The committee accepted the sug· 
gestion, although the police chief even at this moment was still blustering and 
threatening. Suddenly the Collector asked the aeputy inspector, 'Do you expect 
that he'll tell you what he really thinks?" 

'Yes. I'm intimate with him.' 

"By pretending to be friendly you want to find out his secret views? Bul that's 
spying! I consider it vile.' 

Losing his wits the deputy inspector stamm ered, 'But I ... Your Excellency·s 
order •• : 

"No," the Collector interrupted, 'that's not my order. I had no intention of giving 
any such orde1. If the authors sedition can be proven from his book. then he 
should be put on trial in an open court, otherwise dismiss the case with a warning. I 
don"t like the idea of a smile on the face and a knife in U1e hand." 

Translated from UH: Hirtdt by Davad Rubin 
COURTESY: Free Press Journal 
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Even among those who have wel­
comed the ban. are two identifiable 
types. First, are the politicians and reli­
gious leaders who vociferously criticise 
the book in violent and intemperate lan­
guage including such epithets as 
shaitan, guttersnipe. idiot and scavan­
ger to describe Salman Rushdie. The 
other identifiable group is acadami­
cians and journalists whose language is 
more temperate. Despite their aversion 
to the ban, they cannot bring them­
selves to extend support to The Satanic 
Verses. It will therefore be naive and 
foolish to tar all those who favour the 
ban as fundamentalists. Nor would it be 
correct to call all those who oppose the 
ban as secularists. 

Som e Basic Q uestions 

Some basic questions that need to 
be examined are: 

1. Was the ban necessary? 

2. How far is the ban reOective of the 
government's desire to take the 
line of least resistance when con­
fronted by fundamentalist opposi­
tion and what political mileage 
does the ruling party hope to reap 
by banning this book? 

3. Does the ban contravene consti­
tutional guar~ntees for the free 
dissemination of news and views? 

4. Is the ban order violative of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights? 

5. Whether support for the ban por­
tends illiberal trends? 

In an article in the Express Magazine, 
Syed Naqvi points out that there is an 
entire corpus of literature which has de­
nigrated the Islamic faith. and more im­
portantly the Prophet himself. Satirical 
verses have been written mocking the 
fervour of Islam. Seen against the exist­
ence of such literature and its easy 
accessibility the act of the government 
in banning the book is puzzling. It is 
conceded that irreverent references are 
made about the Prophet and his wives. 
But should not a writer have the right to 
question beliefs and values even tf these 
be held dearly by many? Is rehgious be­
lief so sacrosanct that it does not lend 
itself to be satirised by a creative writer? 

Shame on the Opposition 

·n~~~ 1r1IP O! f'Oiitical p<lr\lf"S in the 
opposition is dishearterling. To their 
discredit and shame not a single 
opposition leadf'r spoke or wrole 

A Betrayal of India's Tradition of Tolerance 

ll is unthinkable that one can con­
demn a book as a gross insult to reli­
gion and clamour for its suppression 
by proudly proclaiming: "I have not 
read it , nor do I intend to. I do not 
have to wade through a filthy drain to 
know what filth IS. My first inadvertent 
step would tell me what I have step­
ped into ..... 

Such self-indulgence may be par· 
donable when you are debating 
whether to buy a book, or having 
bought it, should throw il away. It is 
inde.fensible when the issue is sup­
ress•on of thought and expression 
and putting the criminal law into ac­
tion. 

It is difficult to accept that any writ­
rng. though not vile or abusive. if it 
hu_~ the religious sentiments of any 
rehg1ous community or upsets 1ts 
members must be suppressed 
irrespective of any other considera­
tions. In a country whose Constitu­
tion guarantees the freedom to pro­
fess, practise and propagate one's 
religion it is implicit that a person is 
entitled to persuade others to accept 
his or her religion. In other words, It 
is not improper to convert a person. 
not by means wh1ch smack of fraud 
or force, but by discourse and mainly 
by writings which are meant to con­
vince him about the error of his reli­
gious beliefs, or lack of them. as also 
the truth and beauty of the religion 
whose message he is persuaded to 
accepl Christianity and Islam both 
accept conversion. 

Such writings from their very na­
ture are bound to hurt the feelings of 
different religious communities. 
Writings by Christians disputing the 
validity of the Prophet's credentials 
and his message will clearly injure 
the religious feelings of the Muslims 
just as books by Muslim thinkers re­
jecting the divinity of Christ and his 
miracles. particularly the Resurrec­
tion, will offend sizeable sections or 
Christians. The cherishe>d hf'lief of 
the Bahais that after Muhammad 
another prophet, Baha'ullah has 
appeared in the chain of revelation j.,. 
plain heresy In the eyes of Muslims 

Under the existing law you cannot 
pour foul abuse upon a religion or its 
founder with the deliberate and mali­
cious intention of outraging the reli­
gious feelings of others. But it is not 
an offence to portray - be it in a 
novel or a play or a film or a historic­
al work or a theological tract -
founders of religion as ordinary mor­
tals subject to the ills that human 
flesh is heir to even though such no­
lions may be unpalatable to the 
members of a religious community. 
Remember we are living in secular 
India, not in a theocratic dictatorship. 
To ban such works is nothing short 
of censorsh1p in the realm of arts 
and ideas. 

What is involved is a vital principle. 
Can our right to read and receive in­
formauon and form our own opin­
ions be made dependent upon the 
hypersensitivity and over-reaction of 
those who feel morally oppressed to 
suppress any derogatory or irreve­
rent or unfavourable reference to 
the1r religion or its founder. " lest the 
daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncircum­
sized triumph"? When will it be real­
Ised that "time has upset many fight­
ing fa1lhs... that the ultimate good 
desired is better reached by free 
trade in Ideas"? Bad precedents 
have a tendency to be infectious. 

What is intolerable is that freedom 
of expression can be sacrificed to 
blackmail and intimidation. A firm 
government wedded to the rule of 
law should resist the threat from 
forces of Intolerance rather than 
yield for reasons of expediency and 
thereby encourage them in all classes 
and communities. True there are 
risks involved in this. But that is a 
price we have to pay if we really be­
lieve in secular democratic values. 

Remember the memorable words 
of Justice Chinnappa Reddy in th• 
National Anthem case: "Our l 
ltur' l1 ad 11.:. lul~r dilLe. <Jut plulu.:~u 
phy pred~he~ tolerance, ou1 Con­
stitution practices tolerance. lei u~ 
11ut cHI utt.: Jl. 

Soli Sorabjel' 
COOI<f[SY· ;lr(' fm" • •lltlolr.r 



against the ban. When questioned, Mr. 
V.P. Singh is reported to have said that 
he does not want to comment and that 
he has not read the book. Translated 
this would mean that he does not want 
to say anything that might be remotely 
construed as being offensive to the 
Muslims. the very same constituency 
that. the government is assiduously 
woo mg. 

What perhaps is more disheartening 
than the ban itself is an analysis of the 
r:a.ctions to the ban. There is a deep 
d1v1de between the Hindu and Muslim 
reactions to the ban. But for a lone Mus­
lim academic. most of the published 
Muslim reactions support the ban. The 
lone exception was the president of the 
Indian Muslim Youth Conference 
(IMYC) Mr. Mukhtar Abbas Naqri who 
said thal " the government's decision to 
ban Salman Rushdie·s book was a big 
blow to secular and nationalist forces. It 
appears writes Mr. Naqri, that the Mus­
lim fundamentalists are more vocal and 
strong in India than in any other Islamic 
country.': (Times of India , October 24, 
1988.) 

Certain questions relating to the free­
dom of a writer also emerge: 

a) Can a writer be deprived of his 
rights on the ground that what he 
writes ridicules religion? 

b). Are there subjects so sacred that 
they are beyond the range of a 
writer? 

c). On the apprehension of the pos­
sibility of offence can we prohibit 

' Let the Courts Decide . 

Most or those who have supported 
the ban on Salman Rushdie's book 
have allowed themselves to be led 
into a discussion of what his book 
has to say, I have not read the book 
and quite frankly I am not primarily 
concerned with its contents. 

The 'basic issue is one of cen­
sorship and George Bernard Shaw 
said the last word on it when he 
wrote long ago that censorship is 
bac.J ~nd there L<lll ue ( l() ex<.eptiUil 
lo t hts be<:ause. otherwise. who is to 
censot and where is the censorship 
to !:itop? 

The right to write nonsense is also 

creative writings that have already 
been published? 

Rushdie's Style 

The literary style of Rushdie is admit­
ted _to be of a very high order and com­
pa~tsons have been drawn with Jorge 
L.urs Borges, ltalo Calvino, Gabriel Gar­
eta and Marguez. It is unanimously con­
ceded in reviews that the book is a liter­
ary lour de force and. the narrative style 
~nd imagery of Rushdie truly breathtak­
~ng. ~acts and fiction, the real and u1e 
Imaginary are so very neatly mixed and 
served that it appeals to the literary pa­
late . of the discriminating reader. A 
readtng of the book is an experience in 
tha~ the sty~e of using words, magically 
as tt ~er~, Is fully exploited by Salman 
Rushdle m a genre that is now defined 
by the pundits as 'Magic Realism·. 

. Comparisons are made, incorrectly 
In my opinion, between Rushdie and 
Naipaul. It is said that both of them pour 
the1r venom on India and that both of 
t~em sta_nd accused of cultural aggres­
ston agatnst India. 

Academic and literary circles in India 
have drawn parallels between the two 
writers. In an eassy on Gunter Grass 
Ru~hdie g_ives a clue to his own litera~ 
~ehefs wh1ch among other things ques­
tions the certitudes snugly held by most 
of the people and to argue with the 
world and after having done this to start 
again. In Rushdie's interview to The 
Hindu he has stated that he had not 
called the Prophe~ Muhammad and the 
city is not Mecca but a· fictional and a 
highly fabulated city. 

a fundamental human r ight and if 
some one doesn't Hke what is writ­
ten, he or she doesn't have to read iL 
In any event, the government of the 
day is the most unfit to exercise cen­
sorship. For example. Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi as Prime Minister banned the 
import into India during the 
E~ergency of a biography of hers 
wntten by my son Zareeer Masani. 
The book was detained at the docks 
throughout the Emergency but 
when Mr. H.M. Patel. as Finance 
Minister of the Janata GovernmenL 
cancelled the Notification banning 
the book from entering India and th t> 
book was put on the market by the 
Oxford Univ~rsity Press. it was found 
that there was nothing objectionable 
in it and all it did was to enter into fair 

He goes on to add that he has not 
creatwd a work of history, or scholarship 
but only a tale of narrative fiction which 
uses as its starting point certain histor­
ICal events. The names of many per­
sons and places are fictional. Historical 
persons and events are sometimes 
~onflated and at other times presented 
m chronological disarray. 

A Major Uteral)' Event 
It is ac~laimed by all the reviews that 

the book is an outstanding success and 
~s a m~jor literary event of the year. The 
1ssue IS whether such creative writing 
should not be made available to be read 
and savoured by those interested. It 
passes one's understanding as to how a 
great world religion like Islam can be 
threatened by the publication and sale 
of The Satanic Verses. The Times of 
London reviewed the book thus. 

"This book is better than 'Midnight's 
Children· because it is more contained 
- but only in the sense that the Niagara 
Fails are contained." 

Another reaction to the ban and the 
events thereafter ascribe the halo of 
greed and avarice to Rushdie. In fact the 
protagonists of this line of thinking state 
that Rushdie picks on a controversial 
theme for each of his books with the 
sign of the dollar dancing before his 
eyes. Controversy is built in to each of 
his books so that Jt ensures that both 
the author and the publisher hear the 
sweet clink of the dollar. Midnight 's 
Children originally had an 'offensive' 
passage about Mrs. Gandhi. which was 

and mild cr iticism of Mrs. Gandhi's 
authoritarian trends. This illustrates 
the danger of allowing the men in 
Delhi to exercise such a ban. 

If a book is to be banned, let it first 
come into India. Let the courts of law 
be approached to ban the book as 
happened in the case of D .H. Lawr­
ence's 'Lady Challerley 's Lover' in 
Britain. Let the court hear every point 
of view and then decide. To that 
there can be no objection, but cer­
tainly to allow the executive of the 
day to sit in judgement over a work 
of :1terature ur art ts absolute non­
sense and worthy of an authoritarian 
society. 

Minoa Masani 
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deleted in later reprints on pain of being 
hauled to court. Shame was an allegory 
on Pakistani politics with some choice 
caricatures of Benazir Bhutto. 

Is the Ban a Secular Ad? 
True secularism does not seem to 

matter any more to the GovernmenL It 
has taken to a week-kneed policy of 
appeasement of all religious bigotry. 
Paying obeisance to all forms of reli­
gious zealotry hcs sadly come to be 
accepted as a secular credo by the Gov­
ernment of India. Theocracy and 
obscurantism are enthroned by such 
wordless acts. Its shocking attitude was 
witnessed when the Gujarat Govern­
m ent banned a reportedly scholarly arti ­
cle by an academic on the Swaminar­
ayan sect. The Central government in­
stead of pulling up the Gujarat govern­
ment for its lapse has chosen to follow 
suit. 

As pointed out by Iqbal Masud In an 
article (Express Magazine 31 October 
1988) the debate on the book is more 
interesting than the book itself. For the 
book is not history but the debate cer­
tainly is - a cardinal point that has 
escaped many. He further argues. and 
significantly so, that the controversy is 
mainly on issues raised by the elite and 
the common man's view has been 
ignored. To them there is a sense of 
hurt and grief at the book. The book 
might tickle the artistic palate of the 
west but to the faithful it is a stab in the 
back. They are not aware of the cultural 
aggression of the west which is mainly a 
preoccupation of the elite. 

To sum up, the ban should be seen 
as an act of short term expediency in 
utter disregard of liberal sensibilities. If 
one is in anger one can call it Philistin­
ism. It is contrary to the spirit of the 
Rights enshrined in the Indian Constitu­
ti0n. The Government could have refer­
red this to a judicial scrutiny before its 
decision. Its ban is a shameful capitula­
tion to fundamentalism and political ex­
pediency. 

M1 M.R Sundar~SW(lran ~ ~ ,, b.mk ()f(kial 11nrl 11 
regular cont"buto1 ro rn'I 'UPtll l'itSI. 

On the Banning o f B ooks 

Human nature is notoriously perverse. One has but to forbid a thing or taboo it 
to make it attractive. And out of fear of taboo and its fascination arises the eternal 
conflict in man, the age-long struggle to escape from the wiles of the evil one. But. 
alas, escape is difricult. for Satan peeps in at every corner and beckons to the 
unwary, and perhaps even more so to those who have been fore-warned. Even 
saints are not beyond his reach, for legend tells us that the holy rishis were sorely 
tempted by the apsaras of lndra's court. and all the great ones of the earth have 
had to go through the slippery valley of temptation. On this conflict the scientists of 
the modern age have built the structure of psychoanalysTs and we are told that all 
the ills that flesh is heir to arise from this conOict and repressed desire. 

What then is to done? Is evil to be allowed to flourish unchecked lest the very 
checking of it increase its fasclna!ion? For undoubtedly, the sins of this world 
would lose half their flavour if they were not forbidden to us. It may be that their 
chief attraction lies not in them but in the red livery that society makes them put 
on. Discard the livery and see them For what they are worth - naked and unbeauti­
ful and unattractive. But it is not easy to do away with the livery and its fascination. 
Centuries of taboo have engraved It on our minds and hearts and only a long and 
laborious course of instruction can right our perspective. 

But let us leave these high problems to philosophers and psychoanalysts and 
the like. I am concerned at present with the banning of books. The papers have 
recently announced that the Viceroy or the Home Minister or the Governor­
General and his whole Council put together have proscribed a recent addition to 
the Today and Tomorrow' series. I have a soft corner for this series and have read 
and enjoyed il flOOdly number of its books, and I am afraid I am a little prejudiced 
against the Viceregal crowd. My sympathies were therefore entirely with the book 
without knowing in the least what it contained. With the perversity of human nature 
to which was added the perversity of the Indian politician I determined to read the 
book in case chance threw it In my way. Subsequent researches. however, led me 
to the discovery thalthe book was largely a record of the adventures of the author 
in the brothels of Calcutta and from his ripe experience garnered In these sur­
roundings he had judged India and prophesied about her future. He informs us 
that he encountered honourable members of the Council in these haunts of his. 
Perhaps his experiences were confined to the pre-reform days; otherwise he might 
have encountered even bigger fry. For, may we whisper il, those whom viceroys 
and governors delight to honour are seldom known for anything except ignorance 
and incompetence. 

Presumably. the government has banned the book to protect the good name of 
India. There was I believe a cry for the banning of l~atheri:le Mayo's Mother India 
also. But I must confess that I see no logic or sense in thfs suppression or 
proscription of books in any country, much less in India where the official happens 
to be a foreigner. But even apart from this, if India is to be protected from the evil 
effects of the book it should be proscribed in other countries. No one in India is 
likely to be misled by a journalist's account of Calcutta brothels and his deductions 
therefrom. 

It is a dangerous power in the hands of a government~ the right to determine 
what shall be read and what shall not. ,A,nd it almost always fails to achieve its 
object. Those who wish to do so can usually get hold of the proscribed book. We 
have to be careful therefore lest one right use of the power is held to justify its 
misuse on scores of occasions. 

Jawahadal Nehru - Selected Works -Vol. J 

Swadeshi Hindu Satanic Verses 
In T arnilnadu there has been a tradition of 

Ramayand balling for a long tirne. A long 
poPm of epic proportion~ callt!d Rarwlit 
1\avyam was written by a poet whiC"h extolleJ 
Rava11a ancl hio; "''<' anrl ciP.,f"rih•'" 1h1• 
lrf!asonable activities of ViiJ~ushana. the 
UfOlho•l Ul f\it'vdl l<l Ill <l<. ltll!j aS d IIIClh~. 

n,.. illt•ot 111ling \...t\10~1""5 P<1r1V 111 lhr' "lid 
Madras Presodency banned the book on June 
2. 1948. Mer 2.3 years, on M<Jy 17. 197 1, the 
()Mf~ governrnent lif'ted the ban. 

More recently the Saraswathi Mahal Libra')' 
in T anjote was in trouble. It reprinted an old 
Tarnil fo lk song collection called Sa•a Vak ­
kfwr \lr ·<M .'S<Nrd /{ummi. Several Hindu reli· 
qoous orqM.isations dllell~·d that th•• book 
should ht'• l;atu l!!d CJS 1L hun thr su<:ceptlbiliUt?~ 
oltht. Hindu!>. McJI'IY vi the thoroys rnemioncJ 
lit the song wete derogato•y lt:~ the I hndu •eli­
(1!'1t1 rtn l'j,.,v,·mt•·r l ~~ t '.!88, lllndu orya 
nlsations decrdeJ tn burn copoes ot lt1e book 
In f(ont of the ubrary 

l tw l lbtarv ::.lopped selhn~ c-opocs ol l l"ot: 
book.. 



~~c:Y / o~~ ON TOLERATION·edited by Susan Mendus and 

)~ 
\ Da1id Edwards: Clarendon Press, Oxford: 1987. 

/ In the B B.C. telev1s1on series. The As-
cent of Man. there Is a memorable 
scene of the author. Bronowski, bend­
tng down and picking up a fistful of 
mud from the Auschwitz prison pond 
where many of his fam1ly members had 
lost their hves in the Nazi holocaust. It is 
not science, says Bronowski. which de­
humanises people but arrogance. dog­
ma. ignorance. the itch for absolute 
knowledge and power. all of which spell 
intolerance. Similar to the principle of 
uncertatnty in science, the principle of 
tolerance in human relations implies 
that all "nowledge. scientific and other­
WISe, can be exchanged between hu­
man beings only within a play of toler­
ance i.e. all knowledge is limited and 
fallible. 

It is from this principle of human falli­
bility that Karl Popper starts his dis­
course on Tole ration and Intellectual 
Responsibility in this thoughtful, re­
levant and refreshingly vital collection of 
Morrell Memorial Addresses given at 
•he University of York. The fact that 
knowledge aspires to attain truth im­
plies the need for toleration since it rec­
ognises that in our search for truth we 
might be wrong. Intolerance is therefore 
a form of intellectual arrogance. Prob­
Ing further. Popper divides his formula­
tion of toleration into three parts. (a) I 
may be wrong and you may be right. (b) 
By talking things over rationally we may 
be able to correct some of our mis­
takes. (c) If we talk lhtngs over rationally 
we may both get nearer to the truth. 

However. if U1e justification of tolera­
tion lies tn the importance of truth. then 
1t would be self-defeating to extend tol­
eration to those who assume their own 
infallibility. Thus. there have to be limits 
of toleration and Popper concludes that 
it may even be dangerous to extend tol­
eration to intolerant minorities who will 
them~elves never be tolerant. This is a 
perfectly logical though disturbing con­
llusion. Amongst the other writers, 
I Iewek ~tmilarly wonde1 s whether we 
t dll r,alfy tol ra'£' rl whollv different c:;v-.­
lt•m ot mor,,r ... \'.lthm om own (Om­
lllllfliiY 

l o l1<.11llt' the ~1rne quest1on dil ­
ft•rcnth t\~al'\ Warnoc..l. askc;. IS lolera-

t1on a virtue, a good in itself? She 
argues that by 1ts very nature, tolerat1on 
means tolerating lhe disagreeable the 
distasteful or the immoral. 'The intoler­
able is the unbearable". Is toleration 
then a virtue which allows things that 
are bad? Is it a necessary evil? How can 
it be good to allow what is bad? Yet. 1n 
practice. the issues are not at all clear. 
We may believe that pornography and 
homosexual practices are evil but the 
law allows tbem. What about research 
In human embryos? Where do we draw 
the line? What, in other words, is the 
justification of toleration? This is the 
central theme of many of the lectures. 

Lord Scarman's address pertains to 
the legal viewpoint and to the exigen­
cies of contemporary British society 
For a hundred years Britain has been a 
tolerant society. However. this negative 
kind of toleration, " to live and let live," is 
no longer enough. The law today gives 
a person positive rights which are en­
forceable against the state, against his 
employer and against the rest of socie­
ty. These positive rights can easily be 
translated into duties owed to an indi· 
v1dual by others and this in tum leads to 
the problem of positive discrimination 
in favour of minorities. For example. in 
a plural society like Britatn. a Muslim 
teacher sought to take Friday mornings 
off because he wished to go to the mos­
que. The headmaster declined because 
he felt this would put an intolerable bur­
den on other members of the staff. His 
decision was later upheld by the Court 
of Appeal. The teacher wanted the posi­
tive right to practise his religion but he 
could do so only at the expense of 
others. This. says Scarman, is an in· 
teresting illustration of the principle that 
every lime the law creates a positive 
right. there is somewhere a denial of 
choice of another. This can easily de­
generate into a system of burdensome 
privtleges with all the implications of in­
justice and intolerance that one associ­
ates with priVIlege. 

Rv all '>1.1nd .:~rrl" <"nn.·lud"'" I ,.,, I 
Scarman a piUial <;OC'Il'IY offers 1111 
rncnse opportuntt1cs for expandinn flu 
m.m hori7on:-.. Rut thic:. ht~ o., to l>r> do11•· 
111 keeping with d·~rnOLI<KY i.e. a clwr 
1sh1ng of human rights ol those who arc 

111 a minority and whom some of us 
dislike. Tolerance cannot be extended 
only to lhe virtuous. It is with the sinner 
that our tendency to become intolerant 
may become a temptation - a tempta­
tion to be resisted. Needless to say. 
much of what Scarman says IS dtrectly 
relevant to our d1verse. plural but some­
what disintegrated and chaotic Indian 
society. 

Tolerance of the sinner, says Lord 
Fitt does not necessarily imply cultiva­
tion of rare and saintly qualities. Ordin­
ary people should consciously develop 
greater sensitivity and understandtng. 
responsibility and candour. Fill deals 
with the issue of tolerance in Northern 
Ireland and shows how here the work­
ing of democracy and the ineffective­
ness of the opposation are bound up 
with the prevalence of intolerance in a 
society which ltas led to untold waste 
and suffering. 

Maurice Cranston's addresss is con­
cerned with John Locke and his epistle 
on toleration. Interestingly, Locke 
argues that toleration should be ex­
tended to the French Huguenot re­
fugees for economtc reasons because 
their labour and skill would prove to be 
assets to England i.e. on grounds of 
prudence. But the argument cuts both 
ways. If intolerance can bring peace, 
lhen intolerance or suppress1on is what 
prudence requires. Hence the 'pruden­
tial' argument has to be supplemented 
by other arguments based on rationality 
or moral right. 

In the last lecture. Mary Warnock dis­
cusses a definition of toleration accord~ 
ing to which 'toleration is the virtue of 
refraining from exercising one's power 
with regard to others· opinion or action 
although thal deviates from one's own, 
over something important and 
although one morally disapproves of it.' 
It implies toleration must be of things 
which are immoral. Warnock takes 
issue with this and claims that toleration 
can be of those things which are im­
moral as well as distasteful. 

The contributor~ to this marvellous 
publication arc all eminent and learned 
personalities. Each discusses the sub­
ject from the p01nt of view of his own 
discipline Yet the book is rarely if ever 
ah~:.tru'>c 01 dull On the contrary. tt IS 
aJmirablv lucid untl rt!adable. for which 
credit hao; to hr <-hmed by the rdttors 

Aloo Dalal 
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If it's urgent 
'DHL it.' 

DHL Is the surest, 
fastest way to send your 
time-sensitive commercial 
documents or parcels. 
Country-to-country, 
city-to -city and 

desk-to-desk. Anywhere. 
Anytime. 
Over 800 offices in 174 
countries. No other courier 
in India offers a wider 
global network. 

WORLDWIOE EXPI?E.SS ~ 

You couldn't express it better. 
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Long Uve such Anti-National 

'Madcaps'! 

The uproar in Gujarat over the 
Narmada Project is pointer to lhe 
sad state of public life in our country. 
I do not know anything about the 
project and cannot say whether or 
not the environmentalists who have 
asked for its re-examination are on 
sound ground. That is not the issue. 

It is the vulgar abuse and vitupera­
tion showered on them not only by 
Congress (I) politicians in power in 
Gujaral but also by many Opposition 
politicians which calls for comment. 
Vying with each other in demogogy, 
these politicians have attacked repu­
table public figures of being hostile 
to the interests of the people. They 
have even joined to call this group as 
anti-national 'madcaps' and trouble­
makers. 

The Chief Minister of Gujarat has 
asked Mrs. Mrinalini Sarabhai. one of 
the signatories to resign from an offi­
cial position because of her signing 
the memorandum to the Prime 
Minister seeking re-examination of 
the Narmada project That memor­
andum was signed by outstanding 
public figures like Baba Amte, Dr. 
M.S. Swaminathan, Justice V.R. 
Krishna lyer, Mrs. Mrinalini Sarabhai 
and Prof. P.G. Mavlankar. The last 
two, being citizens of Gujarat, have 
been singled out for attack in the Gu­
jarati press. Their crime was to re­
quest re-examination of the project 
which is going to cost hundreds of 
crores to this country. Is that a 
crime? The campaign in Gujaral is 
worthy of the politicians with whom 
this country is infested. It is an 
dtlempl to tnllmtdale everyone lrorn 
discusstng the merits of the matter. 

Meanwhile the populist politicians 
have been paid back in their own 
coin by a mass fast by more than a 
thousand small people who are 

threatened with being ousted from 
their land for proceeding with the 
Narmada Project The hunger strike 
is the launching of the decisive 
phase of the agitation and applying 
unrelenting pressure on the author­
ities to force them to scrap the Pro­
ject. So now what happens to the 
politicians· claim that the Narmada 
Project is all for the poor! 

What is Wrong with Indian 
Airlines 

When I was a member of the gov­
erning body of the National Produc­
tivity Council in my days in Parlia­
ment we had a very competent Ex­
ecutive Secretary named H.D. 
Shourie. Later Mr. Shourie retired 
and has carried on some excellent 
work as the man in charge of a 
voluntary agency called "Common 
Cause··. 

I am delighted that my friend Mr. 
H.D. Shourie has filed a public peti­
tion against the Indian Airlines before 
the National Commission on Con­
sumer Affairs in respect of the recent 
accident near Ahmedabad airport 
which took 135 lives and the gener­
ally miserable state of affairs in the 
Indian Airlines. Maintenence of air­
craft in Indian Airlines is deplorable 
and leaves a great deal to be desired. 
For instance, the plane that crashed 
near Ahmedabad airport had been 
grounded a day or two earlier in 
Coimbatore because of its instru­
ment panel not working. The pilot of 
the ill-fated plane has been blamed 
for not making an instrument land­
ing. But how do we know that the 
instrument landing equipment was 
in order? Supposing the pilot found 
it was not in order somewhat be­
latedly and therefore had to rely on 
his own eyes. 

Mr. M.R. Pai, a good friend of the 
consumer has, in a letter to the Press 
on 25th October listed the many 

things that are wrong with the Indian 
Airlines. I mention some of them 
below: 

An audit by the Comptroller f, Au­
djtor General of India has revealed 
that there were neither norms nor 
proper monitoring of workshops. 
Leave and absenteeism as percen­
tage of normal accountable hours in 
workshops had gone up from 15.65 
in 1981-82 to 20.36 in 1985-86. 
Overtime in the same period had 
doubled. Premature and unplanned 
removal of engines due to their fai­
lure has increased phenomenally. 

"It is sad that the Civil Aviation 
Ministry tried to mislead the Com­
ptroller f, Auditor General in May 
1987 saying that norms for Airbus 
workshops had been set up. A check 
on June 1987 indicated that this was 
not true! 

The causes for this sad state of 
affairs are: 

Aogging of these aircrafts round 
the clock; consequent poor mainte­
nance and inevitable accidents; 

Politicians and the Civil Aviation 
Ministry have treated airlines as an 
area of power and patronage and not 
as a public utility. The airlines man­
agement kowtows to these over­
lords, but entertains a healthy con­
tempt for passengers. 

International confidence in Indian 
carriers has been shaken and tour­
ism will be affected. For Indians, air 
travel is no longer a joy ride, but a 
dreaded necessity. 

Legislators' 'Privileges' 

The other day I was asked to 
speak at a public meeting organised 
by the Citizens Action Committee in 
Bomhav This new group has come 
up lO defend the rights of the citizen 
against misuse of parliamentary pri· 
vileges at the central or stale level. 
The origin of lhis institution was the 
attack on Justice Lentin of the Bom­
bay High Court, Mr. N.A. Palkhivala 
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and other leading lawyers and the 
action of the Maharashtra Legislative 
Assembly in asking them to appear 
at the bar of the House in December 
to face a charge of contempt of the 
Assembly. The guiding spirit of this 
group is a fine young man, Mohan 
lyer. who happens lo be an engineer. 

Without going into the merits of 
this particular privilege motion I am 
constrained to say that in the last de­
cade or two. Members of Parliament 
and State Assemblies have become 
more and more prone to touchiness. 
which comes out of a sense of In­
feriority, about critical remarks about 
them. That was not the purpose for 
which parliamentary privileges were 
devised in Britain. They were meant 
to protect Members of Parliament 
from arrest or other action by the 
King. These privileges were never 
meant to be used against the people. 
John Wilkes became a national hero 
in the eighteenth century by defying 
Parliament and spending some time 
in the Tower, and as a result he was 
elected Lord Mayor of London and a 
Member of Parliament 

The trouble is that many of our 
Members of Parliament are ignorant 
of the Constitution. When I was a 
Member of the Lok Sabha I repe­
atedly heard Members refer to "our 
sovereign Parliament". The Union 
Parliament in India is nothing of the 
sort It is a subordinate Parliament, 
subordinate to the judgement of the 
Supreme Court about its laws and 
limited to the Union sphere. This 
euphoria about the "sovereignty" of 
Parliament makes it difficult for legis­
lators to mamtain a sense of propor­
tion. I am glad therefore that the 
Citizens Action Committee has 
embarked on a campaign to educate 
public opinion about the real nature 
of parliamentary privileg~s and the 
need to codify them and thus make 
them subject to Chapter Ill of the 
Constitution and the Fundamental 
Rights of the citizens. 

The CBI and Mrs. Ameeta Modi 

I am not in the habit of reading 
glossy 11 1dguz1ncs blJl a friend put a 
copy of S.:wuy of October 1988 in 

my hands with a cover story entitled 
'I believe' of an interview given in 
Lucknow by Mrs. Ameeta Modi. 
Being impressed with the stamp of 
truth in what Mrs. Modi had to say. 1 
was.grateful to rny friend, Mr. Madhu 
Mehta of the Hindustani Andolan. for 
his courtesy in making it possible for 
me to meet Mrs. Modi when she was 
in Bombay recently to spend some 
time with her parents. 

I discovered that she was a grand­
daughter of a friend of mine, Mr 
Umakant Bhende, the publisher of 
~adma Publications, who had pub­
lished my book Socialism Reconsi­
dered way back in 1944. The im­
pression I had got of Mrs. Modi's 
courage and honesty was confirmed 
by my meeting with her. She appears 
to be a young woman of consider­
able dignity and grace but obviously 
with a lot of guts as proved by her 
standing up to the harassment of the 

Central Bureau of Investigation to 
which she was subjected. 

What bothers me is the behaviour 
of the CBI both in this case and the 
earlier one concerning Mr. Rama 
Swarup in Delhi. In both cases they 
behaved like a "Department of Dirty 
Tricks' and not like an arm of the 
law. I am sure the majority of CBI 
officers are not lacking in decency or 
chivalry. How then does one account 
for this tragic development? I think 
the answer is that in both these cases 
they had been ordered by politicians 
in office to 'ftx ' certain persons. They 
could of course have refused to play 
this game at the risk of the~r JObs. But 
can one blame these officers if they 
would rather keep their jobs and do 
what they are told even if it is con­
trary to law and justice? Mer all, 
Chief Ministers and Ministers cling to 
their jobs in similar circumstances. 
So why should these police officers 
alone be blamed? But what is one to 
think of their masters and mentors 
who do not hesitate to use the inteli­
gence agencies in this country for 
thelf own pohucal or personal ends:l 
They are. in my v1ew, the real cul­
prits. 

· : . A Pat on the Back for 

Gorbachov 

A great deal of material is appear­
ing in the Indian press about current 
developments in the USSR. To any­
one who wants to be better informed 
on this subject which is of world im­
portance, I recommend the October 
issue of Freedom First which is de­
voted. to this subject and among the 
contr1butors are two men of interna­
tional repute. One is the great 
Yugoslav thinker Milovan Djilas and 
the other is my friend Bernard Levin 
of the London Times. 

Although I am very fond and 
proud of this Quarterly. which I had 
the privilege of establishing way back 
in t 953, I find the articles of these 
two eminent writers and some others 
somewhat too cautious. What they 
say about the dangers of Gorbachov 
failing or taking us for a ride is not to 
be brushed aside. On the other 
hand, the man has done enough to 
justify a good pat on the back and at 
least two cheers if not three. I 
appreciate that the failure to agree to 
a second political party is a major 
blemish on the new order. There can 
be no real democracy without a 
functioning and effective Opposition. 

But Rome was not built in a day. 
Nor can the horrible Soviet monolith 
be demolished overnight at one 
stroke. A big step forward in human 
freedom has been taken and we 
have every reason to rejoice. 

The 1ssue of Freedom First 
appeared before the recent meeting 
of the CPSU Central Committee in 
Moscow. The preceedings of that 
meeting perhaps justify my more 
optimistic view. The step forward by 
which Gorbachov has become Presi­
dent of the USSR in place of the Sta­
linist Gromyko, the KGB has been 
brought under control and Ugachev 
has been demoted was very timely. 
Perhaps it pre-empted an attempt at 
a coup by U1e Slahn1st elements 1n 
the Par ty. 



Rama Swarup - A Plea for Justice 
Minoo Masanl 

The issue here is not merely Ramo Sworup. It is the much wider one of civil liberties. Are we or 
ore we not a free society? 

It is now 38 months that Mr. Rama 
Swarup has been in jail. He was arrested 
in October 1985 and charge-sheeted 
1 0 months later in August ·1 986. In 
October 1987 the Delhi High Court 
ordered his release on bail. The Sup­
reme Court disgraced itself by cancell­
ing the Delhi High Court order and gave 
Rama Swarup partial bail limiting hirn 
to house confmement Freedom First 
(October 1987) reproduced Rama 
Swarup's appeal for help. In that letter 
he expressed the hope that the case 
would ~e decided in 5 to 6 months. He 
was optimistic as it turns out, for he is 
still under house arrest - a year later -
and the trial still drags on at bullock cart 
speed. 

Rama Swarup it will be recalled has 
been charged with a breach of the Offi­
cial Secrets Act. The Government has 
yet to prove its case - if they have a 
credible one. 

In his latest communication to the 
outside world on September 1 7 Rama 
Swarup writes: 

"It is now three years - my so-called 
'Spy Drama' started. And, I am under 
house arest. Government is spending 
Rs. one lakh every month to keep me 
silent. Twenty police people are at my 
house day and night - for what? To 
make the Russians happy. 

In three years, Government have pro­
duced only 11 witnesses out of a total of 
49 ... where are the (remaining) witnes­
ses. If it is a crime to promote friendship 
with USA, Federal Republic of Germany 
and Taiwan, then it is also a crime to 
promote friendship with Russia, Ubya 
and the so-called Socialist countries .. 

''My call to the free press of India is to 
find out the truth and seek justice for 
me. My office lock was broken open 
and property looted. Cour1 is laking its 
own time ... 

··My other office al.Jor Bagh is closed 
- Bank Accounts seized, water and 
electricity cut-off so are the telephones, 

cable address, telex and even the Post 
Office Box. This is free and democratic 
India of free press and freedom loving 
p eople like you; 

"... I am prepared to face any lie­
detector of the world. KGB should not 
be permitted to dictate terms ... 

"The police says that five sheets 
(marked) 'restricted' (belonging to the 
Defence Ministry) in 1978 were reco­
vered in 1985. But the two witnesses of 
the Air Force and Army H.Q have said 
in the Court that they never lost or mis­
placed any paper said to be recovered 
from me and no enquiry was held. How 
these papers came to me or who gave 
me? Answer is simple - they were 
planted by police to make me spy. 

"The Police script of 'Spy Drama' is 
that the conspiracy started for spying in 
June 1964 - But my co-accused and 
ex-employee was born in July 1964! 

"What a shame, I am treated like a 
slave in my country - for a crime which 
was never committed." 

It is indeed shameful that an accused 
has been in jail while under trial for the 
last three years which in itself amounts. 
to punishment even though the 
charges are yet to be proved. 

It may be small comfort for R:=ima 
Swarup to know that he is not the only 
one in jail for long periods without trial. 
There are others placed in a similar pre­
dicament. This appears to be the stan­
dard practice of our post-colonial 
rulers. 

For Instance the Indian Express of 
September 26 reported that one Mr. 
Anant T ukaram Salaskar charged with 
murder has been in jail without trial 
since January 1986. He has now chal­
lenged his detention as violative o:>f his 
fundamental rights under articles 14. 
19 and 21 of the Constitution of India. 

His petition was admitted by the 
Bombay High Court on September 22. 
The hearing at the time of writing, had 
not commenced. 

I hope Rama Swarup's legal counsel 
will file a similar petition in the Supreme 
Court and put an end to the continued 
incarceration of an Indian citizen who is 
presumed to be innocent until found 
guilty. As I said in my note in Freedom 
First of October 1987 I am not in a 
position to comment on the charges 
brought against Rama Swarup; but 
even assuming they are true, the denial 
of bail for three years and the restraints 
to which he is subjected are a disgrace 
to our democracy and reflects poorly 
on the course of justice in our country. 
There is an old British saying that 'jus­
tice delayed is justice denied'. Evidently 
this wise comment has not trickled 
down to New Delhi. 

Meanwhile my attention has been 
drawn to a very forthright editorial by 
Mr. K. Narendra editor of the Urdu daily 
Prat.ap and the Hindi daily Arjun of De­
lhi or, September 21. The editorial 
states inter aUa: "Three years ago the 
world press reported on the front pages 
that police had arrested Rama Swarup 
for spying for several governments. Ev­
erybody was shocked. So was I because 
Rama Swarup was close to me also. But 
now after three years the truth is com­
ing to light and Rama Swarup con­
tinues to be a victim of government 
high handedness." 

The issue here is not merely Rama 
Swarup. It is the much wider one of civil 
liberties. Are we or are we not a free 
s.ociety. If we are, then every Indian 
citizen irrespective of his or her views, 
political or otherwise, is entitled to the 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution. 
Only fascist dictatorship, and commun­
ist totalitarian countries deny civil rights 
to their people and pack their courts. If 
our government continues to pul peo­
ple behind bars and keep them there 
indefinitely without trial there can be 
only one conclusion - that we are well 
on the road to dictatorship. 



Education versus Catastrophe: 
Are we losing in the desperate race? 

"Human history", said H.G. Wells, ''is 
a race between education and catas­
trophe". Jt is sad to note that we are not 
doing at all well in this desperate race. 
Let us examine the position. 

Our Constitution enjoins in Article 45 
that "the State shaU endeavour to pro­
vide, within a period of ten years from 
this Constitution, for free and compul­
sory education for all children till they 
complete the age of 14 years." Yet, after 
40 years of independence, it is a 
shameful fact that over 60 per cent of 
our population, and nearly 70 per cent 
of our women, are still illiterate. We 
have failed utterly in achieving the uni­
versal primary education enjoined by 
the Constitution. And we are reaping 
the results of the universal adult suf­
frage that has been conferred on a 
population of which the majority is 
iiHterate. 

The relevant figures, derived from the 
Census Reports, show that in 1901 the 
literacy rate of the country was 5.35%. 
In 1981 it was still only about 36% , con­
sisting of about 47% male literacy and 
about 25% female literacy. As regards 
educational levels. in 196 l over 6 1 % of 
our population was illiterate, 11 .2% had 
primary education, 5.68% had sse 
level education, and only I .43% had a 
graduate degree and above. According 
to 1985 estimates, only 1.6% had 
graduate degrees and only about 5% 
had sse level education. 

How Rural India Votes 
Rural India still constitutes nearly 

68% of our population. and the typical 
village voter is in no position to under­
stand the programmes of the rival poli­
tical parties or exercise an enlightened 
choice amongst the various candidates 
offering themselves for election. They 
vote mostly according to intimidation 
by local goondas hired by the candi-

If we want to escape the 
catastrophe towards which 
we are heading, it behoves 

all of us to think urgently 
about how to upgrade the 

priority accorded to 
education in national 

planning at the top political 
level. The capacity to 

appreciate the paramount 
importance of education is 
itself the result of education. 

dates, or material gain in the shape ot 
money or sarees. etc., offered to them, 
or according to the mystical charisma 
of some political leader (often the Prime 
Minister), or sometimes purely at ran­
dom. And they oft~n do not know for 
whom they are voting, and merely put 
their cross against the symbol (a hand 
or a cow or a lamp, etc.) as they have 
been instructed to do. 

Some village voters were interviewed 
in a village in U.P. after the 1985 elec­
tions lo the State Legislative Assembly. 
One villager recalled that before the 
elections a party candidate proclaimed 
at the Hanuman Temple in the village, 
With his arms raised and palms turned 
outwards: "If I am selected, I promise to 

8.8. Paymaster 

instal a deep tube well in the village". 
He was elected, and a few months 

after, when the village Pradhan and the 
Munshi travelled a long distance to 
meet him at the Circuit House where he 
was staying he made them wait outside 
his room for several hours. When ht> 
met them and they told him about th~ 
tube well he had promised them, he re­
plied: "Yes, well, next time I am in Luck­
now I'll think about it and speak to the 
Irrigation Minister, but the quota is 
finished and it is not as simple as you 
think." 

Another villager, when asked why he 
voted, replied: "The candidates spend 
so much money, work so hard and 
appeal for votes. So it does not look 
t'lice if I don't vote." Another replied: 
'The party workers pull us out of our 
beds on winter nights. We are very con­
fused as to whether we should say "yes" 
to thakur sahib or masterji. So we say 
"yes" to everybody". A third villager 
said: "If I vote, I vote. I don't think why.'' 

In the result, the electoral process 
throws up strange representatives of the 
people. in spite of the theory that the 
village voter possesses something 
mysterious called "horse-sense" which 
enables him to vote for the most suit­
able candidate. And we then see the 
open alliance of the anti-socia·l ele­
ments with those in influential positions 
high above, in the desperate race for 
political power. 

The Vicious Circle 
T,... what is this grave failure in educa­

tion due, and who is responsible? 
Perhaps the whole blame cannot be laid 
upon the government, as it is difficult to 
attain high levels in literacy and educ­
tion in the background of a proliferating 
population. The mere problem of num­
bers is overwhelming, especially when it 
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is spread over lakhs of scattered villages 
rn rural areas. I believe nearly seven lakh 
students took the sse Examination in 
the State of Maharashtra alone last year 
(I am not sure of the exact figure, but it 
is certainly very large). But isn't this high 
rate of increase in population mainly a 
result of the failure of our family plan­
ning programme? We are told that the 
rise in population will automatically 
slow down with the increase in literacy. 
particularly female literacy. But this is 
very slow progress. We are caught in a 
vicious circle. We cannot slow down the 
rise in population without a rapid in­
crease in literacy. An'd we cannot 
achieve such literacy without first halt­
ing the population. 

But. apart from the rapid increase in 
population, the main reason for failure 
in literacy is the failure in the value judg­
ment relating to priorities in the alloca­
tion of financial resources for which. in 
a centrally planned economy like ours, 
the political administration at the top 
must be held responsible. Prof. Gal­
braith has always emphasised that the 
best form·of investment. and that which 

yields the greatest retum in the long 
run. is investment in the human re­
sources of the country. This is particu­
larly so in a country with a vast popula­
tion like ours. But our planners do not 
seem to have realised this. with 'the re­
sult that the financial allocations made 
for education in the various five-year 
plans have been woefully inadequate. 

This is indeed the case with all social 
services, including health. Whenever it 
is decided that there should be a cut in 
governmental spending. the axe usually 
falls first on the social services. But even 
within the financial resources available, 
there has been a grave failure in the 
implementation of educational policy 
and programmes, for which the respon­
sibility rests squarely upon the 
bureaucratic administration. This is par­
ticularly so at the village level, where no 
single authority was given the responsi­
bility for seeing that adequate school 
buildings were constructed, proper 
teachers appointed, properly and reg­
ularly paid, and proper text books sup­
plied to the students. 

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM 

Operation Blackboard 
Th~ new education policy's "Opera­

lion Blackboard'' for providing essential 
facilities in primary education, aimed at 
covering 15% to 20% of all the com­
munity blocks in the country during 
1987-89. The main objects of this prog­
ramme are to provide two-room build­
ings for primal}' schools. a secant 
teacher for such schools, and mini­
mum essential equipmenl 

But of. the 6,20,000 odd primary 
schools in the country, it is estimated 
that over 10% are without any buildings 
at all, and over 30% more are housed in 
crumbling buildings which need urgent 
repairs. To cover this 40% backlog, and 
also provide another room to one-room 
buildings, is likely to cost over Rs.1500 
crores on a rough estimate, while the 
funds available from the National Rural 
Employment Programme and the Rural 
Employment Guarantee Programme 
for providing new buildings and repair­
ing old ones are very much less. And 
the Education Ministry has provided no 
money for the acquisition of land for 
buildings and their maintenance but 
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has thrust the burden of proVIding the 
land, and the money for their mainte­
nance upon the local community, the 
likely results of which can well be im­
agined! 

The "Blackboard" part of "Operation 
Blackboard" involves equipping every 
primary school in the country with a 
long list or essential items of equipment 
such as maps. globes, science kits, 
blackboards, audio equipment, dic­
tionaries and reference books and a lib­
rary. Worthy as these aims are. the sum 
budgeted for in the Plan is likely to 
prove quite insufficient. As regards pro­
viding two teachers in every primary 
school, at present over 30% of rural 
schools have only one; and several have 
none. It is quite unlikely that the extra 
number of trained teachers required to 
attain the target will be available, at least 
for some years, and incompetent per­
sonnel are likely to be recruited. 

The Plight of Rural Teachers 
The devaluation of education and its 

low place in the scale of priorities is re­
nected in the low pay given to village 
teachers; and even this has remained in 
arrears for several months in many 
cases. Village teachers have till now 
been paid less than some other village 
functionaries with lower qualifications, 
often doing work of a merna! nature. A 
newspaper editorial says: 

"Under the guise of national services 
village teachers are made to keep a 
count of the cattle in the villages, 
compile various similar statistics and 
prepare reports on the toilets and 
hygienic conditions. They are even 
made to dig pits for animal compost. 
Primary teachers are exploited by 
both the Government and the politic­
al parties." 
I hope the "compost pits'' allegation 

is not true. I am glad to know that the 
salaries of village teachers are now 
being revised upwards; and high time 
too! What heart can we expect village 
teachers to put into teaching the chil­
dren or other people, when they can 
hardly afford to feed and clothe therr 
own children adequately? 

The Union Mmister for Human Re 
c;tltJr('<'c: nd Htoalth is reported to hilv" 
said that "computensed education" rs 
proposed to be Introduced at the 
scconddry school level all over the• 
country a:. part or the <'urricula of 
school children. but only schools "with 
all amenities" WJ11 be selected for the 

purpose. This presumably means that 
only a few urban children in elite 
schools will benefiL Then. realising that 
the goal of universal primary education 
laid down in Article 45 is not at all likely 
to be achieved by the year 2000 (let 
alone within I 0 years from the enact­
ment of the Constitution). the Educa­
tion Ministry has evolved a scheme for 
"non-formal" education which, in case 
my understanding of it is correct, envis­
ages education through the media of 
the radio and the 1V. According to 
some educationists, this is a fraud on 
education, as it is not practicable to 
teach small children the three ''R's" 
through these media, though they 
could play a useful part in sup­
plementing formal education. 

A recent report highlights the non­
performance or the staff entrusted with 
the maintenance or rurallV sets. In the 
event of the 1V sets going out or order. 
the schools are expected to report the 
fault directly to Doordarshan, which is 
not always prompt in repairing them. 
The teachers and deputy Inspectors of 
schools also reported that the sets sup­
plied to the schools were old ones, with 
very poor reception. The low voltage Oi 

electricity in the villages was another 
factor responsible for poor reception. 
The report, prepared for the CET (of 
NCERT), describes the utilisation of 
CET programmes by schools as dis­
mal. The report further states that most 
of the custodians who had been re­
cruited to operate the sets had not been 
paid their monthly remuneration of 
Rs.SO/- for several months. According 
to the Phutela Report on the utilisation 
or school 1V programmes in Delhi. 
"only about 38">0 of the schools posses­
sing 1V sets were found utilising these 
programmes". The Report goes on to 
say: ··Many teachers do not find these 
programmes useful... and lhe program­
mes are not presented in such a man­
ner as to motivate the students." 

If. therefore, we want to est:ape the 
catastrophe toward~ which we are 
heading. it behoves all of us to think 
urgently and seriously about how to up­
grade the priority accorded to educa­
uon in natJOnal plannrng ell the top poll­
tical level. The cap~crly lo apprt:ciate 
the paramount importanc.:e of Pduca­
uorl ts Itself the result of educ:atron. 

Mr. B.B. Paymaster. retired as Chief Secretary, 
Government of Maharashl.ra 
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A Declaration Of Interdependence: 
A New Global Ethics 

Pream ble 

There is a compelling need to define and proclalm a new 
global ethic for humankind. 

It is dramatically clear today that our earth is made up of 
interdependent nation·states and that whatever happens on 
one part of the planet aftects all the rest Whenever human 
rights are violated, all of humanity suffers. The basic premise 
of this global ethic is that each of us has a stake in 
developing a universal moral awareness. each of us has a 
responsibility to the world community at large. 

The Need for a Global Moral Consensus 

We wish to maximize human freedom, the autonomy of 
the individual, and personal creativity. We believe in 
mitigating human suffering and in ensuring positive social 
conditions so that all people will have the opportunity to 
achieve happiness and the fullness of life. We do not defend 
unbridled license; rather. we encourage moral growth and 
the highest reaches of human discovery and achievement 

The world is divided into diverse ethnic and national 
communities; each of us has specific moral obligations 
incumbent on his or her role in these communities. There 
are, however, basic moral decencies that are commonly 
recognized as binding in virtually all civilized communities of 
the world. These ethical principles embody the collective 
heritage of humankind. They have been tested in the 
crucible of human experience by their consequences for 
human good. They include the need to be truthful: to .keep 
our promises; to be sincere. honest, loyal, and dependable; 
to act with good will; to forbear from injuring other persons 
or their property; to be beneficent, compassionate, and fair; 
to show gratitude; to be just, tolerant and cooperative; and 
to use peaceful methods to negotiate differences. 

The great religions of the past have often preached 
universal' brotherhood. Unfortunately, intolerant or divisive 
faiths have made this moral ideal almost impossible to 
implement Narrow parochial doctines of salvation have 
made it difficult for those outside particular denominations to 
be fully entitled to moral consideration from those within. 
Secular political ideologies have likewise asserted the 
universality of their ideals. yet they ha,ve often resorted to 
force to impose their views on those who differ with them. 

Regrettably. however, many nation-states have violated the 
rights of their citizens, or they have resorted to violence to 
achieve their national purposes: the bloody wars of history 
demonstrate that the "rule. of the jungle" often prevails on 
the international level. For there does nol as yet exist a body 
of world law, universally recogniz.ed and respected by all 
countries of the globe and supported by the force of law on 
a transnational level. 

Fortunately. there have been efforts at economic and 
political regional cooperation. There have been pacts and 
treaties between countries and regions. Rules of civilized 
behaviour have emerged to govern these interactions. 
recognizing mutual interests. Unfortunately, they do not !JCi 
far enough. The negative consequences of nationalistic 
chauvinism have been v1vidly dernonslsated: 
balance-of-power politics and economic exploitation. racial 
st.rife and religious bigotry, hatred and violence. 
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There is an urgent need to develop new political, 
economic, cultural, and social institutions that will make 
possible the peaceful coexistence and cooperation of the 
various regions of the globe. Before this can be fully 
achieved, however, il is essential that we reach a genuine 
worldwide ethical consensus that recogmzes our 
responsibilities and duties to the world community. 

Human Rights 
The beginnings of a new global ethic are now evident 

Universal declarations of human rights enunciate the rights 
of all human beings. We strongly support these declarations. 
We here reaffirm the following: 

1. All persons are born equal in dignity and value. 
2. They are entitled to rights and freedoms without any 

distinction of sex, race. language, rel igion, politics, 
creed. national or social origin, property, or birth. 

3. The right to personal security and self-protection. 

4. The fundamental right to personal liberty. This inclw 
(a) freedom from involuntary servitude or slavery, (b) 
freedom from harassment, (c) freedom of thought and 
conscience, (d) freedom of speech and expression. and 
(e) moral freedom to express one's values and pursue 
one's lifestyle so long as it does not harm others or 
prevent others from exercising their rights. 

5. The right to privacy, which means that the rights of 
others should be respected regarding: (a) 
confidentiality, (b) the control of one's own body. (c) 
sexual preference and orientation. (d) life stance, (e) 
reproductive freedom. (f) birth control. (g) health care 
based on informed consent, and (h) the. desire to die 
with dignity. 

6. The right to Intellectual and cultural freedom, including 
(a) the freedom to inquire and to engage in research, 
(b) the right to adequate education, (c) the right to 
cultural enrichment, and (d) the right to publish and 
express ones views. 

7. The right to adequate health care. 
8. Freedom from want, which means that society should 

guarantee (a) the right to work. {b) the satisfaction of 
basic needs when individuals are unable to provide for 
themselves, (c) care for the elderly, (d) care for the 
handicapped. and (e) the right to adequate leisure and 
relaxation. 

9. Economic freedom, including (a) the right to own 
property, (b) the right to organize, and (c) protection 
from fraud. 

10. Moral equality, which entails equal opportunity and 
equal access. 

11 . Equal protection under the law, which is vital in a free 
society: (a) the right to a fa ir trial, (b) the right to 
protection from arbitrary arrest or unusual 
punishment. and (c) the right to humane treatment. 

12. The right to democratic participation in governmenL 
which includes a tull range ol civil hberues: (a) the 
rigt1t to vote, (b) the legal right of opposflion, (c) the 
right of assembly and association, and (d) the right to 
hold religious beliefs or not to hold such beliefs. 

13. The rights of marriage and the family: (a) the right to 
marry or cohabitate, (b) the right to divorce, (c) family 



planning, (d) the right to bear and raise children. and 
(e) child care. 

14. The right of children to be protected from abuse and 
physical or cultural deprivation. 

Human Responsibilities 

Concomitant with the recognition of universal rights Is the 
obligation of individuals to develop moral responsibilities. 
Individuals have responsibilities to themselves, to their own 
health care, their economic well-being. and their intellectual 
and moral growth. A person has a basic duty to become aU 
that he or she is capable of, to fully realize his or her talents 
and capabilities. 

last but not least is the need to recognize that each of us 
has responsibilities to the world community, for each of us is 
(a) a member of the human species. {b) a resident of the 
planet Earth. and (c) an integral part of the world 
community, 

The Ethics of the World Community 

Hvmanism. we believe, can play a significant role in 
helping to foster the development of a genuine world 
community. We recommend U1e following for consideration. 
1. Moral codes that prevail today are often rooted in ancient 
parochial and tribal loyalties. Absolutistic moral systems 
emerged from the values of the rural and nomadic societies 
of the past: they provide little useful guidance for our 
post-modem world. We need to draw on the best moral 
wisdom of the past, but we also need to develop a new, 
revisionary ethic that employs rational methods of inquiry 
appropriate to the world of the future, an ethic that respects 
the dignity and freedom of each person bul that also 
expresses a larger concern for humanity as a whole. The 
basic imperative {aced by humankind today is the need to 
deuelop a worldwide ethical awareness of our mutual 
interdependence and a willingness to modify 
Ume-hardened aWiudes that preuent such a consensus. 

2. Science and technology continue to advance rapidly. 
providing new ways to reduce f:~mine, poverty. and disease 
and to Improve the standards of living for all members of the 
human family. The great imperative is to extend the benefits 
or the scientific revolution to every person on earth. We need 
to guard against the population explosion, the destruction of 
the environment. and the reckless use of technology. 

We face a common challenge to develop scientific 
education on a global scale and an appreciation for critical 
intelligence and reason as a way to solve human problems 
and enhance human welfare. 

3. The awesome dange• of thermonuclear war is held in 
check only by the fear of "mutually assured destruction." 
Fort\Jnately, the great powers have entered into an era of 
negotiation for the reduction of nuclear arms, which is 
welcomed by men and women of good will. Still. these 
negotiations are no substitute for a broader diplomacy that 
promotes more fundamental understanding and cooperation. 
We have not yet learned how to control warfare, for there 
does nol exist any supernational sovereignty with sufficient 
power to keep the peace between nation-states. We submit 
thai it is imperatillt> that s11rh ~ sov~•ei9nty be r reatPd 

4. The dispartl•es in economic wealth between various 
portions of the globe widen. Economic development in the 
Third World is now virtually stagnant Massive debts to 
foreign banks, runaway inflation. and uncontrolled population 
growth place a heavy burden on fragile economies and 
threaten to bankrupt the world's monetary system. We 
believe, however, that lhe more afOuent nations have a moral 
obligation to increase technological and economic assistance 
so lhat their less developed neighbours may become more 
self-sufficienL 

5. Economic relations today are such that many 
corporations are multinational in scope. and some of these 
have been successful in promoting inter-cultural tolerance. 
All regions of the globe- socialist and non-socialist alike -
are dependent upon the continued flow of world trade to 
survive. Interest rates, deficits, capital investments, currency 
and stock market fluctuations, commodity prices, and import 
quotas in any one nation can influence trade on a global 
scale. The loss of industries in some countries the 
consequent rise in umemployment are a direct function of 
the ability to be productive and to compete effectively for 
international markets. 

The governments of the separate nations nevertheless 
continue to prepare their budgets in haughty isolation and 
primarily in terms of national self-interest Full-scale 
cooperation among countries is still limited, and competitive 
rivalries rule the day. A new global economic system based 
on economic cooperation and international solidarity needs 
to emerge. 

6. The vitality of democratic societies over authoritarian or 
totalitarian regimes has been vividly demonstrated, 
Democratic institutions make possible higher standards of 
living and provide more opportunities for creativity and 
freedom than their alternatives. Genuine political democracy 
still eludes much of the world: unfortunately, many countries 
are ruled by dictatorial or authoritarian elites thal deny their 
citizens basic human rights. We need to firmly defend the 
ideals of political democracy on a worldwide basis, and to 
encourage the further extensions of democracy. 

7. Each of the regions of the world cherishes its own 
historical ethnic traditions and wishes to preserve ils national 
identity. We should appredate the richness and diversity of 
cultures. the values of pluralism and polyethnicity. 

8. We all inhabit lhe same globe: we have a vital stake in 
helping to preserve its ecology. The contamination of the 
atmosphere, damage to the ozone layer, delorestration. the 
pollution of the oceans, the increase in acid IClin, the 
greenhouse effect, and the destruction of other species on 
this planet adversely affect us all. We urge the establishment 
of an International Environmental Monitoring Agency and 
recommend the development of appropriate standards for 
the disposal of industriaJ waste and for the control of toxic 
emissions. 

The overriding need is to develop a new global ethic - one 
that seeks to preserve and enhance individual human 
freedom and emphasizes our commitment to the world 
community. Although we must recognize our obligations and 
responsibilities to the local communities. states~ and nations 
of whkh we arc citirens. we also need to develop a new 
sense of identity with the planetary society of the future. 

nus Is an extracl trorn a D~laration endorsed by the Tenth World Congress of the lntematlonnl Human1st and Ethi<:ai Union whic:h met in Buffalo, 
New York. from July 30 to August 4 Indian delegates al the Congress wttre; D1 lndumau Parikh. Jusll~e R.A Jahagirdhar Mr Abt: Solomon. M1. 
Lavanilm M1 Rauji Gupi.Cl ilnd 1'\r Jarob D Raj 
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Self-reliance: the keynote of our independence 
Long before we won our Freedom. 
self-reliance was the goat of those of our 
people who could think for themselVes 
and shed the shackles of dependence: 
men of foresight and determination. like 
Ardeshir and Plrojsha Godrej, who had 
confidence in the country's capabilities and 
shared the same ideals wrth Tilak, Tagore. 
Gandhi and Nehru who practised 
self· reliance 

In Godre:J. self·rellanc.e has been 
considered indispensable to progress. the 
aim being not JUSt self-sufficiency for the 

organisation but for the whOle country 
Progress can only be achieved 1n a milieu 
of progress 

Based on our countr'('s needs. and 
exploitmg the country's own resources, 
Godrej have diVersified 

Made to international standards and 
backed by continuous technical innovation. 
their products range from locks and 
security eQuipment. machine tools. forklift 
trucks, architecture and steel castlngs to 
furniture; tYoewriters. refrigerators, 
computers and electron1c bvs1ness systems 

For Oodrej it is the essence of independence. 

as well as soaps, detergents, toiletries. 
chemicals. animal feeds, agro-products 
and edible oils 

The Godrej industrial garden township 
at VikhroiJ·Pirojshanagar is an example of 
self-reliance and progress. For their 
workers Godrej have provided -in a unique 
environment - many social benefits . 
extensive housing, schools and adult 
education. recreation. medical and 
famllv·Pianning benefits ... 

Self-reliance Is both a means and an 
end 

HTA 1927 



Restructuring - A Global Process 

Restructuring in the Chinese eco­
nomy is now a decade old. China has 
been open to foreign technology and 
investment since the late 1970s. More 
than 4000 enterprises have been set up 
with foreign capital and still more 
opportunities continue to be offered. 
Private family enterprises have been 
flourishing in rural China. The process 
of restructuring has received new im­
petus recently. 

The new law on state industrial enter­
prises, which became effective two 
months ago, marks a determined effort 
to loosen the stranglehold of gov­
ernmental bureaucracy on state enter­
prises and to guarantee them oper­
ational autonomy. It allows enterprises 
to retain a part of the profits they earn 
and also penalises failure to make pro­
fits. Closure of enterprises and bank­
ruptcy are allowed. It empowers factory 
managements. among other things. to 
formulate plans, to evolve their own 
managerial structures and to adminis­
ter rewards and punishments to work­
ers and staff. 

The new law also confers on man­
agements the right to take their own 
business decisions in the choice of in­
puts, pricing or products and in enter­
ing into contracts including those with 
foreigners within the overall framework. 
The fact that the restructuring has in­
volved large scale redeployment of the 
workforce and even significant unem­
ployment has not impeded the steady 
progress towards greater market 
orientation in the Chinese economy or 
its continuing quest for 'four mod­
ernisations'. 

The struggle for reform has an even 
longer history in countries like Yugosla­
via, Hungary. Poland and Czechoslova­
ki;, P0liticnl ' 'Otnf'ulsiow· apart the 'de 
monstralion effect' ot percc;troika and 
glasnost in the USSR will pt edictably re­
nf'W tlw urge for r(~Struc t urin8 tn tfw 
whole of Eastern Europe Romania and 
Albania have been the laggards in the 
movement fot reform and the results. 

are lhere for all to see. The communist 
parties in Western Europe have their 
own history of revolution marked by 
efforts to give communism a human 
face'. 

Non-communist World 
Non-communist 'leftist' parties in the 

West have been showing remarkable 
willingness to free themselves from 
ideological rigidities of the past in re­
sponse to contemporary realities. 
Socialist Mitterand is leading F ranee in 
its remarkable drive for modernisation 
and technological advance despite the 
massive re-deployment of manpower it 
involves. As many as 26 enterprises, in­
cluding some that were nationalised 
when the socialists came to power in 
the early '80s, are now being privatised 
in France. New Zealand is another inst­
ance in Point; the country has moved 
towards economic liberalisation under 
a government led by a Prime Minister of 
clear 'leftist' orientation. 

The capitalist world. too, has been 
going through its own version of peres­
troika. Restructuri11g of the economy 
has been at the heart of 'Reaganism' in 
the United States and Thatcherism' in 
the United Kingdom. If the pattern of 
voting in the recent internal elections is 
any indication, the British Labour Party 
under Kinnock is decisively moving to 

"Restructuring is now a truly 
global process. Its direction 

is the same everywhere and 
is based on the same 

realisation: "The individual in 
our society wants to be a 

part of everything H8 rl0P.t; 

not like situations where his 
opinion is not sought, where . 
he is merely looked upon as 

manpower .. " 

Viren Shah 

the centre and will become a party of 
modernisation. The rising tide of priva­
tisation is steadily sweeping the econo­
mies of many countries regardless of 
the political complexion of the govern­
ments in power. Selling of slate-owned 
enterprises is catching on everywhere: 
in the United Kingdom. in Japan, in 
Brazil, in Argentina. in Mexl~o. in Tur· 
key, to mention only a few. 

The labels may be different. Restruc­
turing is now a truly global process. Its 
direction is the same everywhere and is 
based on the same realisation: "The in­
dividual in our society wants to be part 
.of everything, and this is a good thing. 
He does not like situations where his 
opinion is not sought, where he is 
looked upon merely as manpower and 
his human and civic quaJities are not 
appreciated. The collective contract 
and the democracy which is linked with 
it are precisely what support a person's 
sense of being a citizen and a master. If 
personal interests are disregarded, no­
thing will come of the effort, and society 
will only stand to lose" (Mikhail Gor­
bachov in his book Perestroika). 

Perestroika and India 
But where does all this leave us? 

The process of opening up the eco­
nomy in a purposeful way started in In­
dia in 1977. The change of government 
in 1980 did not mark. despite ideologic­
al protestations to the contrary, a 
wholesale reversal of the policy. The 
gains from the process of liberalisation 
were obvious and the compulsions not 
lo abandon it were strong internally as 
well as externally. The present govern­
ment, when il came to power, sounded 
a distinctly modern, liberal note on 
I"SU~S of CCOI\Omic poliC)' Jnd tOOk 

policv initiatives in several areas like 
licensing, taxation. Lechnology imports 
~1s wt"ll as 101 cign tt ade and mvestment. 
There seemed to be a clear desire to 
lobscn the shackles of over-regulatton. 

All this now seems to be a thing of 



lhe pasL The policy initiatives got frag­
mented and lost all coherence in the 
process of execution. We need to begin 
again. The way to go about it is to do it 
the perestroika way, on a broad front 
and with determination. A short agenda: 
* Genuine. and not self-serving, re-

form of the electoral law lhat en­
ables effective assertion of the 
popular will is the best way to begin 
urgently needed repairs to India's 
battered po~ity. 

* We are a large nation of many races. 
languages, religions and cultures. 
We need to strengthen the federal 
structure by dealing with the issues 
of sub-nationalism with the same 
understanding and tact that Gor­
bachev speaks about. 

* We need to effect a new distribution 
of emphasis in the structure of our 
foreign policy. We need to resist the 
temptation to look at troubles in our 
neighbourhood as opportunities to 
inOuence our domestic politics, par­
ticularly electoral politics. While we 
need to ensure adequate defence 
preparedness, we must seriously ex­
plore possible cuts in milital)' 
spending. 

* We still have a judicial)' the working 
of which at least at the top echelons, 
does us proud. We need to free the 
judiciary from the pulls and press­
ures of Interference. * Unlike in the Soviet Union, we do 
have a role for official opposition 
parties. Even so. internal democracy 
in the dominant political party in the 
country is a matter of substantial im­
portance to the citizen!)'. It will help 
bring about better balance in our 
political system. 

* The civil service has grown flabby 
and has lost much of its initiative. It 
needs to be trimmed and encour­
aged to take responsibility under 
clearly articulated guidelines. The 
guidelines must not have in them 
too may 'ifs' and 'buts' for officials to 
hide behind. We need to foster·in 
our civil servants a culture of 'khoz­
raschoL' (final accountability), as 
Gorbachev would say. 

* We need to free the media from 
governmental control. What we 
need in this age of glasnost is auton­
omy for AIR and 'Doordarshan ·, 
leaving questions of fame and de­
famation to the normal process or 
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law and to the power of truth to pre­
vail. ('Satyameua Jayate") 

* We need to devote greater attention 
and more resources to alleviation of 
rural poverty and the fight against 
urban blight. This is essential on 
grounds of humanity, if not anything 
else, and certainly for the stability of 
the system. 

* Today, our pretensions to detailed 
physical planning have only nega­
tive consequences: they serve only 
to deny licences and obstruct mar­
ket-directed growth. It is advisable to 
give up the pretensions and disband 
the army of licensing officials and 
inspectors of this and that who now 
roam lhe whole range of our indust­
rial economy. Regulatory functions 
are better entrusted with auton­
omous 'boards' or 'commissions', 
run on professional lines, the gov­
ernment departments being re­
sponsible only for policy coordina­
tion. 

* Government already occupies 'the 
commanding heights of the eco­
nomy'. In fact, it occupies large 
chunks of the low valleys as welL It is 
trying at enormous cost to the eco­
nomy to produce goods and ser­
vices of every description. It must 
quit the valleys and some of the 
heights. 

* 'Nationalisation' and 'take-overs' by 
the state continue to be the Indian 
response to industrial sickness. We 
need a fresh approach: heal, if we 
can or deal with it as we must. 

* We. must explore a fresh approach 
even with regard to healthy. state­
owned enterprises. Once set up and 
fairly stable. why not sell the units to 
the public and recycle the proceeds 
for investment in areas of priority? 

* Tax reform, begun in earnest, has 

Barefoot in the Club. 

Reader Devprasad Ghosh, South Ram'nagar, 
South 2.4 Paraganas, West Bengal743 387, writes 
that the action of a Bombay dub in inslsltng that 
Art.istM F Husain wear some fcrotwear has <.<!usrd 
htm much angutsh. lie has. tn tiltS conne<!tton. 
sent us /he fckgr.rph (Novemb~:r I) article bv 
Mt . S. SrJhay. We reptoduce below the conduding 
pari o l Mr Sah"Y s artrrl• wh1rlr "·'Y" tt ,,11 , 

"The PresidP.nl, Mr Venkataraman. has admir­
ably altered to lead Harijans into the Nathdwara 
temple. I woukl Implore him to go bareflrul l<J 

lost its steam. The effort needs to be 
resumed. And have we done all we 
can prudently do to attract adv­
anced technology and the foreign 
investment we need for modernisa­
tion? 

* The wages of profligacy is indebted­
ness. Our external debt has grown 
and internal debt has grown even 
faster. Knowledgeable observers of 
the financial scene have pointed out 
lhat in about four years from now we 
shall be in the domestic debt trap, 
that is to say. what the government 
borrows internally would be adequ­
ate only to pay interest on what lt 
has already borrowed. We need to 
put our borrowed funds into enter­
prises which can earn a surplus over 
repayment. A saving rate of 21% is 
not low in a country where half thf' 
populations lives in poverty. The~p 
savings should not be allowed to I 
swallowed up by the government tc 
fattening itself or wasted in unpro 
ductive ventures. 

We used to look to the Soviet model 
in the 1950s. We must now take cour­
age in both hands and learn the lessons 
of experience: theirs as well as ours. 

Our government has grown nee­
dlessly obese and now sits heavy on the 
backs of the people. The growth of the 
government is now the biggest impedi­
ment to the growth of the economy. 
This, too, is a part of the message of 
perestroika. 

I realise that I have not said anything 
new. Novelty has not been my aim. If 
more of us keep saying over and over 
again what must be said, some day, 
who knows. it may make a diffemece. 

Extract from a statement by Mr. Viren J. Shah, 
Chairman & Managing Director. Mukand Iron 

and Steel Works Limited at the Company's 
Annual General Meeting. 

those clubs which disdain barefeet The Prime 
Minister does wear kurta and pajama and he 
too could go barefoot to one of U1ese clubs, if 
invited It c;~n be said in favour of the southern 
(Jn!'si.S thal. howsoever wrongly, they at least 
have the courage of torlvictlon They dtd keep 
Mrs. Gandhi out. I would like to see how many 
dub~ .. , .. uf•l IMV< lhl' rr)lllli!Jf> 1£) keep uut rJ 

barefoot Pres1clcnt or Prime Minister. The 
koihais know wlllch side then bread Is but­
tered .. 



The Elusive National Alternative 

I agree with my friend. Minoo Masani, 
that all our present political parties are 
not only irrelevant but satellites of either 
the Congress or the Communist parties 
with whom they have no really fun­
damental disagreement The BJP 
which has opted for 'Gandhian Social­
ism· (a contradiction in terms, as Gan­
dhiji was firmly opposed to the very 
concept of socialism) also cannot be 
considered a national alternative. 

In these forty years of Independence 
the Indian people have developed con­
tempt for our politicians who have lost 
all credibility. They are, today. a subject 
of ridicule and the cartoonists' delight. 
As Khrushchev once rightly observed 
politicians all over the world are the 
most untrustworthy, as they promise a 
bridge even where there is no river! Our 
politicians can go one better. They can 
even promise a river where there is 
none! 

All our government enterprises have 
been making horrenddus losses. If a 
private company was to suffer such los­
ses, the burden would be on the owners 
of such a company and its employees, 
not the general public as is the case 
with government undertakings. 

Our country has invested over 
Rs 1 0,000 crores in government under 
takings which yield a miserable return 
of 2%. A large number of these under­
takings have been headless for years 
now. 90% of such enterprises have 
been incurring losses for the last thirty 
years and additional taxes are levied to 
make good these losses. 

To take just two exam~les: The 
National Textile Corporation has been 
incurring an annual loss of Rs.200 
crores for several years now. The coal 
Industry (which was making a profit be­
fore nationalisation) has been losing at 
the rate of Rs.500 crores per annum. 

This national "kachra" (loss-making 
government undertakings), should, as 
Mr. Masani observed. be deposited ·in 
lhe nalional dustbin 01 sold to lhe pub­
lic provided, in lht laUe1 ~ase, there are 
buyers. 

On the political front the hilarious 
drama of 1977 is being re-enacted with 

new actors. The roles of Morarji Desai. 
Jagjivan Ram, Charan Singh, Raj Na­
rain. Madhu Limaye and others are now 
being played by Chandrashekhar. 
Bahuguna, Ajil Singh, Subramaniam 
Swamy and others. What we witness to­
day is only an action replay of the 1977 
drama with new actors. 

What our people want is an alterna­
tive programme. and not an alternative 
party or an alternative leader or an 
alternative joke. A mere aggregation of 
parties without any agreement on any 
policy, domestic or foreign, can hardly 
inspire our people to vote for such a 
party. 

The opposition parties have now 
offered us a new 'national' party - The 
Samajwadi Janata Dat. What a clumsy 
and mouthful name indeed! According 
to press reports Patnaik's Naxalite 
group and Dr. Datta Samant's party will 
be adn1itted into this party. Will any 
sane voter plump for such a party of 
jokers and opportunists, a party with 
perennial internecine fights over lead­
ership, the party nag and even its very 
nomenclature. but with hardly any de­
bate on its programme? 

We are being entertained to even 
more jokes. A National Front of seven 
or eight parties has been formed with a 
72-point programme as a national 
alternative! I wonder how many of its 
leaders will be able to recite these 72 
points without referring to their notes. 

What is important is nol the number 
of points in a party's programme, but 
the essence of a party's programme. 
Another party may emerge tomorrow 
with a meaningless "rpillion point prog­
ramme:· Should we vote for such a 
party? 

How can there be a national alterna­
tive to the Congress, when all political 
parties worship at the same shrine of 
socialism, now being discarded by all 
progressive countries of the world; 
when even Russia and China are having 
second thought::. 011 soCialism. Mr. 
Irving Kristol, an eminent intellectual 
has rightly predicted that socialism will 
meet its natural death by the end of this 
cenlury. Glasnosl and Per~ltoika are 
lhe harbingers of this change. 

S.S. Bankeshwar 

As Rajaji rightly pointed out, lhe 
seeds ol corruption lie in the permit­
licence-quota system, the father of 
Socialism. Socialism is today being ridi­
culed rather than being criticised all 
over the world. To be ridiculed is worse 
than being criticised. 

There are many reasons for the prob­
lems afflicting our country. Firstly. the 
failure to control our population. 
Secondly. the failure to make heavy in­
vestments in afforestation which could 
have prevented the perennial problem 
of floods and droughts, the failure to 
create conditions that will lead to the 
employment of millions of our rural 
population and thus greatly reduce their 
influx into the cities. Thirdly. the failure 
to make heavy investments in labour­
intensive schemes like road building, 
well-digging and fisheries to name a 
few. Populism and politics have unfor­
tunately been the determining factors in 
our economic decision-making. 

What a poor choice our people are 
faced with in the next General Elec­
tions! Either vote for the Congress, the 
regime which has become a by-word 
for scandals or an opposition party like 
the Samajwadi Janata Pal, a party of 
jokers and opportunists. 

Thirty years of socialism has pushed 
60% of our poulation below the poverty 
line. It will require a mere twenty years 
more to bring our entire population be­
low the poverty line and achieve real 
socialism, truly 'the philosophy of 
poverty' . 

There is a third alternative. There are 
decent politicians in all parties. They 
should leave their respective parties and 
form a party opting not for a mouthful 
twenty or seventy-two or a thousand­
point programme but for competitive 
free enterprise, an independent and 
pragmatic foreign policy guided by 
national self interests, a free press. an 
independent judiciary. and an auton­
omous Radio and T .V. 



A stunning range 
in ceiling, table, 
pedestal and 

wall-bracket fans. 
To suit any iiecor. 

---------

ORIENT FANS 
A lifetime of refreshing air. 



. . . Th~ R~~~I .P~_rspective 

The Tikait Phenomenon 

Many urban-based intellectuals are 
bewildered at what is described in the 
press as the Tikait phenomenon·. TI1ey 
are unable to understand how an un­
couth, almost unlettered person, who 
cannot even articulate his demand in a 
rational manner. has been able to 
gather round him such a vast and dedi­
cated following. His blowing hot and 
cold in quick succession, making stri· 
dent demands one day, and becoming 
almost tame the next, makes him all the 
more intriguing. If, despite lack of lead­
e~sh~p qualities. Mr. Mahendra Singh 
Ttkalt has succeeded in winning the 
hearts of so many farmers in western 
Uttar Pradesh there must be very good 
reasons. To understand the Tikait phe­
nomenon. one must understand the 
plight of the country's farmers even af­
ter forty years of freedom. 

The farming community has been 
suffering in silence for a very long time. 
They feel cheated at every tum, be it in 
the sale of their produce; in the purch­
ase of daily necessities; in the education 
of their children; in medi-care when 
they fall sick; in the supply of electric 
power when they need it most; by banks 
when they ask for credit; by courts of 
law when they seek justice; and last but 
not least, by politicians who promise 
them everything at the time of elections. 
and do nothing thereafter to ameliorate 
their economic condition. 

The failure of the government to 
adopt a morally sustainable incomes 
and prices policy has widened the gap 
between farmers and others, particular­
ly government employees. This can be 
seen in LhL follo~,~;ing tdlll~. wluth corn­
pares the rate of growtlr rn the cmolu­
mer.ts of public sector undertaking em­
ployees, the genet al pm:e intlex. and 
the procurement prices of wheat and 
paddy. during the decade 1976-77 to 
1986-87. 

Bhanu Pratap Singh 

1976-77 1986·87 Percent rise during 
the decade 

Annual Average Emoluments Rs.8,940 Rs.28.887 223%-
of Public Sector employees· 

General Index of Wholesale 176.6 376.8 113% 
Prices 

Procurement Price of Wheat Rs.l05 Rs.l66 58% 
(per quintal) 

Procurement Price of Paddy 
(per quintal} 

('Source : Economic: Suroey 1987-88 

From the table. it is evident that the 
increase in emoluments of public sec­
tor employees has far outstripped the 
general wholesale price index. whereas 
procurement prices of wheal and pad­
dy, which determine the farmer's in­
come, have lagged behind consider­
~l)ly. 

The other factor, that is often over­
looked is th;::t low prices of farm pro­
ducts n"' on1

\ make life miserable for 
farm~r::;, but also drastically reduce their 
~aiJaCity to invest in land. and thereby 
mcrease their productivity. It is the 
growing disparity between the prices of 
farm inputs and farm output, which is 
responsible for the failure to achieve 
any of the targets of inputs-use as fixed 
for the terminal year of the Vllh plan, 
even three years after the completion of 
that plan. Whatever Krishi Bhawan 
(Ministry of Agriculture) may claim, the 
fact is. that the average:: dllllual gruwlll 
rate of foodgrains production, based on 
five yearly averag<:s has been declining. 
It was 3.44% during 1970-75 3.11% 
during 1975-80. 2.85% during 1980-85 
and is likely to be only 2.27% during 
1985-90, even if the targets of produc-

Rs.74 Rs.l46 97% 

lion set for the years 1988-89 and 
1989-90 are fully achieved. 

Generally speaking, the disparity be­
tween prices of farm inputs and output 
is inversely proportional to growth in 
agricultural production. The slow 
growth in agricultural production, which 
is now only marginally ahead of growth 
in population. log ether with the growing 
imbalance in prices received and paid 
by farmers, is bound to further impover­
ish farmers. 

Quite often, even knowledgeable per­
sons ask the question: "What will hap­
pen to the poor, if foodgrain prices are 
allowed to rise?" They ignore the fact, 
that the technology currently available 
for foodgrain production is expensive. 
Therefore forcing farmers to supply 
foodgrains at prices, which the poor 
can afford, is like asking steel and ce­
ment mills lo !)UIJJJIY Ureir products to 
lht IJOOr. dl f)rices which would enable 
them lo build lheir houses. Poverty is a 
soc to-econOIIt i~ r.>roblt!rn , the solution 
of which is the responsibility of society 
as a whole, and not only of farmers. 

There rs indeed a better way to help 
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the poor. It is to identify and provide 
them direct financial aid to enable them 
to buy their foodgrains from the open 
market. To elucidate the point, some 
relevant data are given here. An average 
Indian consumes about 167 kgm. of 
foodgrains annually. The difference in 
prices of foodgrains in the open market 
and fair price shops has generally re­
mained below Re.l per kgm. Therefore. 
the identified poor if paid annually 
Rs.J50, as food-aid, will be better off 
buying good quality foodgrains from 
the open market, instead of having to 
buy half-rotten ones from fair price 
shops. The subsidy of Rs.2,200 crores, 
paid to the Food Corporation of India in 
1987-88 would have sufficed, at the 
rate of Rs.l50 per person to provide 
food aid to 14.7 million persons. In­
stead, in the year of the severest 
drought, only 19 m.tons of foodgrains 
were actually sold by fair price shops. 
which provided relief to only 1 1.4 mil­
lion persons, at the rate of I 67 kg. per 
person. The amount that is being cur­
rently wasted on maintaining an unsus­
tainable system. can be more effectively 
used to help the poor. without disturb­
ing, open market prices. In fact, the free 

• 

movement and trade in foodgrains 
would actually lower open market 
prices, as had happened during the 
Janata regime. when free trade was per­
mitted. 

There is another development. which 
is responsible for heart-burning among 
farmers. Formerly, the government vil­
lage level workers were economically 
only a shade better off than the rest of 
the villagers. Now, with fat salaries paid 
to them by government, and the 
'speed-money', that they themselves 
extort from villagers, their standard of 
life has risen much above of what most 
villagers can afford. This is equally true 
of contract and political workers. whose 
ill-gotten gains make them conspi­
cuous. In addition to all this, there is yet 
another cause for resentment. In rural 
areas, there is an almost total collapse 
of the administrative and judicial appar­
atus of government. It is no exaggera­
tion to say, that Goonda-rcy has pre­
vailed over Swaraj. in most parts of our 
country. 

The only remedies offered by the rul­
ing party for these mounting difficulties 

of farmers are promises of more credit, 
a new crop insurance scheme. and 
more food processing plants. These, 
the farmers know will not reduce their 
poverty and harassment Loans have to 
be repaid with interest. Insurance 
schemes. as announced by the govern­
ment provide cover to bankers for the 
risk that they take in advancing money 
to farmers, and not to the farmers 
themselves for the risk in growing 
crops. Food processing will not help 
farmers unless undertaken on the lines 
of the Anand Dairy, which is a coopera­
tive of farmers, and not by industrialists. 
Credit and insurance are no substitutes 
for profitability in agriculture. If the gov­
ernment maintains that there is suffi­
cient profit in agriculture, let them pub­
lish the working results of the State 
Farms Corporation, a Governmen1 n! 
India Undertaking. which has bee• 
lng money all along. except in I 9b 
when it made, for the first tim.e. 
grand profit of live rupees per o• 

Can farmers survive on this kil 
profit? 

Gandhiji once said that the urban 
oriented politicians would do everytJ 11 

LEADERS SINCE A LONG TIME 
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for villagers. except get off their backs. 
His prophecy has come true. The gov­
ernment is resorting to all kinds of 
camouOaqe to cover its true intention of 
dratning the profits of lhe farm sector to 
appease others. The government 
should either stop interfering in farm 
prices. or link it directly to the cost of 
living of farm workers, as they have 
done in the case of the salaries and 
wages of organized workers in urban 
areas. 

How the government and its allies are 
nding on the back of agriculturists .be­
comes clear when the price indices of 
"Fuel, Power. Light and Lubricants" 
(Category 1- all produced in the public 
sector) are compared with the weighted 
average of cereals and natural fibres 
(Category II - farm produce. prices of 
which are controlled by the govern­
ment). In 1987-88, the index of Categ­
ory I products was 642.0 and of Categ­
ory II, 296.2 against the price index of 
423.0 for ''all commodities excluding 
cereals and fibres" (Category Ill -
(prices for which are allowed to find 
their own levels). This was the price 
situation in 1987-88, when due to 
drought and shortfall in agricultural 
production. farm prices tended to rise. 

JOIN THE 

Not only the ruling party. but opposi­
tion parties too have failed to announce 
unequivocally that they would get off 
the backs of farmers. They also talk 
loosely about farm prices. and seem to 
have no clear cut alternative incomes 
and prices policy. Under these cir­
cumstances, when political parties have 
failed to espouse the cause of farmers, 
they have no choice but follow a leader. 
who is one of them, and who speaks 
their language. It is the failure of politi­
cians. particularly those in the opposi­
tion, which has brought into prominen­
ce leaders like Mahendra Singh TikM. It 
should be realized. that when the major­
ity in villages are 1n dlstress, somebody 
is bound to emerge as their leader. In 
the words of Robert Kennedy, ''Revolu­
tion is inevitable. It would be peaceful, if 
we are wise enough: humane. if we care 
~nough: and successful. If we are in­
volved enough ... But if we are not, the 
inevitable revolution will be bloody, 
senseless, and may even fail to achieve 
its objectives. In short, if politicians fail, 
Tikaits will appear. and if they also fail, 
Naxalites will take over. 

Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh is a Iarmer and was 
Union Minister of State for Agriculture m the Jana­
ta Government 1977-79. 

Indian Secular Society 

Ideology and Agriculture 
Few relationships between politJcal systems 

and economic conditions have held as consis· 
tently during the last half or the century as that 
between socialism and national food deficits. 
Under socialist systems. agriculture has invan­
ably gone downhrtl. Until recently, a socialist 
economy was. almost by definition, a food Jm. 
porter. China. Cuba. East Germany. Ethiopia. 
Poland, Romania. the Soviet Union, and Viet· 
nam are obvious examples. China recently 
altered this relationship, however. when It 
broke ideological ranks and replaced its stale­
controlled agricultural system with a market· 
oriented one. in a successful move to achieve 
food self-sufficiency. 

A comparison of farm production trends in 
China and the Soviet Union, the world's 
largest food· producing countiies after the Un­
ited States. graphically illustrates the lnOuence 
of Ideology on agricultural productivity. In a 
recent review of Chinese agricultural develop­
ment. China analyst Frederick Surls obse!Ved 
that by the late seventies. " the (agricultural) 
policies of nearly two decades has created in­
difference among farmers; misuse of land, fer· 
t.l1iz~:rs and other inputs; and declining produc­
IMty.'' This same language could have been 
used to descnbe Soviet agriculture. 

- Stllte ol tl~ V..,;ld I~ 
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What Is Gorbachov Doing To Soviet Agriculture? 

Agriculture has traditionally been 
known to be the weakest sector of the 
Soviet economy - according to official 
sources, labour productivity in Soviet 
agriculture is lower than in any other 
form of economic activity. It is conse­
quently not surprising to find agricul­
ture playing a major role in Gor­
bachov's plans to modernise and im­
prove the efficiency of the Soviet eco­
nomy. Even while the paradox con­
fronting this sector is well-known, it is 
worth recalling it here: the country with 
the largest agricultural area at its dis­
posal and being one of the world's lead­
ing producers of not only wheat. oats, 
beet, sugar and potatoes, but also of 
tractors, combine harvesters and 
mineral fertilizers. the Soviet State is still 
unable to feed itself and is dependent 
on periodic imports of foodstuffs from 
the West. 

There are predictably a number of 
reasons for this state of affairs. Despite 
its huge territorial boundaries. the prop­
ortion of arable land in the Soviet Union 
is only 1 0 per cent of its total area. Ab­
out 60 per cent of ploughing is effected 
under uncertain climatic as well as cul­
tivation conditions. Natural constraints 
like extreme cold and drought only 
aggravate the dependence of the agri­
cultural sector on climatic conditions. 
While the rural population accounts for 
36 per cent of the total, about 20 per 
cent of the working population is em­
ployed in agriculture. 

Pattern of Land Holdings 

Land is formally owned by the state. 
euphemistically referred to as 'own­
ership of the whole people'. There are 
three principal forms of ownership: 
state, cooperative and private. Souklloz 
or state farms are organised under the 
aPgic: 0f stalP ownershir whid1 e'<i~ 
alongside Kolkhoz or collective farms 

It is significant to note in all 
the socialist countries that 

are experiencing 
substantive economic 
reforms in the post -war 

period. the reform initiatives 
almost invariably began 
with agriculture. This is as 

true of the Hungarian 
reform as much as it is true 
of the Chinese and Soviet 
cases. In the case of the 

Soviet Union, the reform in 
agriculture has, tor all 

practical purposes only just 
begun. 

which were established on lands given 
to them by the state which they further 
hold in permanent tenure. The latter is 
considered an 'inferior' form of 'social­
ist ownership'. as a result of which one 
of the objectives of the Soviet state is to 
bring this sector progressively closer to 
state ownership. Under the last category 
can be included peasant p/oLs which 
are in fact a form of private ownership. 

Kolkhoz 

A Kolkhoz on an average is a con­
glomeration of several villages roughly 
numbering five hundred families. It is 
governed by a president who until the 
recent past was supposed to be elected 
by the members of lhe 1\olkhoz but 
which in practice often meant being 
n0'11inal.erl by thro I0C'31 r:Jrty organiS<l 
lion or the nomenl\'l.:~twu .' Work is 

Ramnath Narayanswamy 

usually organised through brigades. 
While a part of Kolkhoz production 
goes as deliveries (that are in principle 
compulsory) to the state, the latter pays 
for these deliveries according lo pro­
curement prices that vary from zone to 
zone. Prices are raised by about 50 per 
cent for all supplementary sales above 
the state quota. All these sales taken 
together, along with the surplus which 
is sold on the Kolkhozian (free) market, 
form the revenue of the collective. lndi· 
vidual incomes ate disbursed after the 
deductions for various social and eco­
nomic funds are made. 

Sovkhoz 

A Sovkhoz on the other hand is a 
state enterprise organised in a manner 
vary similar to an industrial unit. The 
director of a Sovkhoz is nominated by 
the administration. As in Industry, 
wages are dependent on the national 
wage scale and is consequently not 
directly concerned with production re­
sults as in the Kolkhoz, but is also bet­
ter-equipped and more specialised, 
especially in areas like cattle-breeding, 
etc. 

Private Plots 

The last form of ownership are the 
famous private peasant plots which 
constitute an essential feature of the 
agrarian system in the USSR. Despite 
their low area - 3 per cent of cultivated 
area in the USSR, private exploitation 
according to official figures accounts 
for more than 25 per cent of total agri­
cultural production. In 1980. for exam­
ple, it provided 64 per cent of the pota­
toes, 42 per cent of the fruits, 23 per 
cent of the vegetables, 32 per cent of 
the eggs, 31 per cent of the meat, 30 
per cent of the mill< and 21 per cent of 
the wool pmduced by Soviet "'gr!cul 
lure. It is clear from these figures that 

• I ht: num\,nk.l.tlurrr 1n ~OVJt:Hypo;: ~--;;;ies is a St!mi·Wt:l-et stale list compns1119 a va11ety ()f pnv1leged secl!Ofl~ ot :,ov1ct society. mduding 
party apparatch1ks. enterprise managers, acaclem1cians. bureaucrats. technicians and engineers.. There is as yet no Indication that the system is 
changing unrler Gorbacho" but it is reasonable to assume that it will undergo important modifications in the years ahead, being dependent 
principally lho)uuh not exclusively. upon the extent and pace of the current rc>torm in other sectors ol the economy, notably industry. 



private plots play an important role both 
in the economy as well as in lhe rural 
way of life. They account for roughly 
one quarter of the total income of the 
family. While a considerable part of the 
produce from a private plot goes in self­
consumption, the remainder is com­
mercialised on the /{o/khoz market 
which has free prices though these lat­
ter are closely regulated by the state. 

CuiUvation in private plots is char­
acterised by a low level of mechanisa­
tion, the use of particular intensive 
methods (when and where available) 
and is heavily dependent on labour pro­
vided by retired persons. children and 
women. The private sector is in some 
measure dependent on the collective 
sector since it is dependent upon the 
latter for fodder. But its fate considered 
as a whole is largely dependent on the 
restrictive policies of the state though 
with the coming of Gorbachov. the au­
thorities have been more appreciative 
of the role and contribution of private 
plots and the potentially important role 
they play in times of acute shortages. 

Food Production Shortfall 
It was principally the declining rate of 

agricultural performance and poor 
functioning that led the Soviet lead­
ership to declare agriculture as a major 
priority sector as a result of which, the 
agrarian front has witnessed a number 
of successive measures and campaigns 
to improve economic performance. Yet 
despite the wide range of agricultural 
decrees and reforms that have been 
passed over the years, food production 
has been a problem whose resolution 
has eluded successive Soviet lead­
ership, including the present one 
headed by Gorbachov. Despite the fact 
that Gorbachov is himself both an agri­
cultural expert and a strong advocate of 
private farming, agricultural performace 
has yet to witness a dramatic improve­
ment over the pasL T he grain harvests 
for lhe past two years ( 1986 and 1987) 
of approximately 2 1 0 million tonnes in· 
dicate an improvement but they still fall 
short of the planned targeL 

fv\uch of this shortfall was due to a 
food programme policy adopteJ by 
Brezhnev in 1982 entailing huge capital 
invPstrnf'nt (., thrrd ,.,( all invf' c; tment) '" 
ayricullllre and tncreascd proruremenl 
pri«:es. Anoth1 .nillstonc wa!; the agro· 
int.luslt i<ll r til ' ipll·xt•:-. All th~.:~c· t.atrw 

into disrepute with the election of Gor­
bachov. 

It is necessary to labour these details 
at some length if only because ·they 
help to show why m ost of the earlier 
schemes such as the massive extension 
of land reclamation proposed by Brezh­
nev during his last years were uncere­
moniously dropped when Gorbachov 
came to power on the ground that ex­
isting lands ought to be better utilised 
before spending huge sums on exten­
sion schemes. This was followed by the 
adoption of a major agricultural policy 
document by the Central Committee in 
March 1986 and, according to none 
other than Yegor ligachev, Gor­
bachov's conservative rival in the polit· 
buro, 'this fundamentally Important 
document was worked out on the initia­
tive and with the most direct participa­
tion of comrade Gorbachov'. 

The New Agricultural Policy 
The new agricultural policy intro­

duced a number of important changes. 
These include ( 1) output targets of 
farms will henceforth remain stable 
throughout the five year planned period 
in contrast to the earlier practice of the 
Brezhnev years when targets were fre­
quently moved upwards each time the 
target was attained; (2) farms are now 
given the right to sell produce in excess 
of the plan target as well as dispose ab­
out thirty per cent of planned produc­
tion of potatoes, fruits, and vegetables­
these sales must be effected through 
the co0perative trade net-work or at col­
lective farm markets at market oriented 
prices: (3) private plots are encouraged, 
and their produce sold through the 
cooperative network. will count towards 
procurement plans or state farms: (4) 
work on farms is to be organised princi­
pally through self financing auton­
omous 'contract teams· or 'contract bri­
gades· - this is a form of labour orga­
nisation in which teams of farmers or 
families are provided with land, equip­
ment and seeds under a specified con­
tract and are then left. free to prodt•ce a 
crop to the best of their abihties. Pay­
ments are based on actual resul ts 
obtained and the profit is subsequently 
tHvid•·d w •·>ng 1 he l"'l" rnbrrc; ol the 
team: (5) rnantlgP.rs of farm entNprises 
can no l(lnger sit back dl19 blanw worl<­
ers for say~ing outrllt srnr.e lhe wages 

of not only managers but specialists 
and rapo officials• themselves would 
also henceforth depend on productivity. 

T he five features outlined above con­
stitute the main elements of the Gor­
bachov programme of agricultural re­
form. The central argument in favour of 
the entire project consists in the idea 
that if farmers are able to produce meat 
more efficiently than the state, then they 
deserve to be paid handsomely for their 
labours. An equally important element 
of the reforms is the 'agrarian-industrial 
combine' or the kombinat. These are 
self-financed units (very similar to the 
rapes but unlike the latter operate with­
in a larger framework of rights and with 
greater nexibility). Once their produc­
tion commitments to the state have 
been fulfilled. these kombinats retain 
complete control over the remaining 
produce by often marketing the latter 
through their own retail outlets and in 
the process even setting their own 
prices. 

The reforms in their implementation 
still leave much to be desired - but they 
are still in the initial stages. with a 
bureaucracy not always cooperative 
with the reformers. Immediately, it has 
led to an increase in food prices e.g. of 
potatoes in Moscow. But what is signifi­
cant has been that planners were able 
to anticipate the possible effects of spe­
cific policies and give a chance for the 
reforms to prove themselves. That 
further reform and measures will be 
ushered In the coming years is on the 
cards. 

Increasing Role of Private Farming 
ll is easily evident on the basis of the 

remarks outlined above that private 
farming is likely to play an increasingly 
significant role in the Soviet and East 
European context in the years ahead. 
Before we go on to examine its future 
prospects in the bloc considered as a 
whole. a few remarks on the history of 
the private farms in the Soviet Union 
would be relevanl The brutal collecti­
visation of Soviet agriculture initialed by 
the Stalinist leadership in the late twen­
ties had resulted in the virtual dis­
appearance of private farming in Soviet 
agriculture by the end of the thirties. In 
llw w;1l,,.. nf wirfr-.c;rrP<trl pPn<;'lnt rPc;ic;t. 
antP (lhP camraign had resulted in 
over twenty million casualties) which 
took rlw lor n1 r")f bur nii1!J fondyrains 
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and livestock, the Soviet leadership de­
cided to permit personal 'subsidiary 
plots' as a concession to peasant hard­
ship.By the end of the fifties however, 
several countries in Eastern Europe too 
had begun to tolerate the existence of a 
limited private sector- privately owned 
individual farms - in addition to the 
plots. Among the more centralised eco­
nomies of Eastern Europe, Poland is 
perhaps a singular exception since 
more than 75 per cent or agricultural 
land remains in private hands. 

Until the rec'ent past. Soviet official­
dom has blown alternately hot and cold 
towards private plots - otherwise 
frowned upon they are usually encour­
aged when the planned sector is unable 
to fulfil its production commitments, 
which is frequent About 43 million 
families are currently involved in the ex­
ploitation of personal plots - practically 
every farmer in a collective farm has a 
plol What is important to note here is 
the well-publicised fact stated earlier, 
that despite the fact that private plots 
occupy barely 3 per cent of arable land, 
they account for about 25 per cent of 
total agricultural output In 1984 for ex­
ample, they accounted for 3 per cent of 
sunflowers, 58 per cent of potatoes, 30 
per cent of vegetables, meat, eggs and 
milk and 24 per cent of wool. Figures 
are much higher in Hungary, for 
reasons that largely stem from its liberal 
approach towards personal plots and 
private farming. Personal plots account 
for about I I per cent of agricultural 
land while private farms account for ab­
out 1 per cent and between them. they 
produce about 30-35 per cent of totaJ 
agricultural output 

After 71 years of socialism, bungling 
and neglect, Soviet agriculture has be­
come the nation's rotten potato. 

Food is rationed in eight of the 15 
Soviet republics. One out of every seven 
farms is losing money. At one end of the 
food chain, cows and pigs line up for 
days oulsid~ sldughterhouses becayse 
there aren't enough cold-storage facili­
ties to hold their carcasses. At the other 
end. consumers line up for hours outside 
stores because there isn't enough meat 
to go round. 

Although t<uss•a was a r naJor gra1n ex­
porter before the 191 7 revolution. the 
Soviet Union today is a major Importer. 
largely from tl •e U.S. under on ag1 ee­
ment that has just been extended. 

Asian Wall Street Journal, Dec. 7 

Gorbachov's Real Test 

The one countJy where both plot hol­
ders and private farmers have a really 
hard time is Romania, where even while 
they account for about 15 per cent of 
agricultural land, they produce nearly 
half the country's rood. While farmers 
can officially own three heads of cattle. 
15 sheep and goats and unlimited 
numbers of pigs, poultJy and rabbits, 
there is such an acute shortage of fod­
der and party rulings so arbitrary, that it 
is often difficult to maintain the plots. In 
recent years. the state introduced leg­
islation to enable it to dictate which 
crops should be grown on the plots as 
well as determine the prices at which 
these should be sold. The state then 
attempts to buy surplus plot output at 
prices lower than those prevailing in vil­
lage trade. Being further dependent on 
the state for essential inputs and con­
sumer durables leaves the peasant in a 
~;·IJalion where the terms of trade are 
firmly set against him. 

From a larger point of view, it is signi­
ficant to note in all the socialist coun­
tries that are experiencing substantive 
economic reforms in the postwar 
period, the reform initiatives almost in­
variably began with agriculture. This is 
as true of the Hungarian reform as 
much as it is true of the Chinese and 
Soviet cases. In the case of the Soviet 
Union, the reform in agriculture has for 
all practical purposes only just begun -
this does not of course mean that that 
were no reforms initiated in the agri­
cultural sector prior to Gorbachov. 
These there certainly have been - the 
introduction of 'contract brigades' for 
example, dates back to Khrushchev, 
but the programme never really took 
off. These are still early years but it 
would, in this context, be no exaggera­
tion to state that Gorbachov's attempt 
to reform the almost permanently de­
pressive state of Soviet agriculture 
might weU prove to be the litmus test of 
his overall attempt to reform the econ­
my as a whole. 

(Thrs research WdS assisted by an award for the 
:>v ... rol :XIdlc~ l<\!l>(!" tch Lounttl ol dn htkrnd­
lrllnal Fdlowslnp Progtamme (l)r !hi! devek>p­
mcnt of Soviet Studtes The author 1> .:urwntly a 
Vlsiling Reseorch Fellow .>1 Lhr' \cnl" ' fut RLossian 
and East Europedn Studies of the University of 
Birmingham.) 
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All the other refrigerators put together 
cannot match the advantages of the Voltas 
refrigerator. A 7-year warranty on the 
compressor. 100% insu lation with poly­
urethane foam. The latest powder painting. 
Unbreakable ABS cabinet and door liners. 
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Fully automatic defrosting. And more. 
Come. take a look at it. You'll never 
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DESIKOTTAMA Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 

Prema Nandakumar 

Kamolodevi successfully taught all of us to cherish beauty and sincerity in our everyday life. She 
taught us to avoid the bourgeoised life of ·success' that is a never-ending movement of on and 

on and up and up. She taught us to be simply ourselves. 

One of the sanest voices in the com­
mercialized culture of independent In­
dia, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay fused 
into an artistic whole emotional ideal­
ism and tough commonsense. It was so 
even with her private life. She had often 
received emotional injuries but she nev­
er talked about them. Let me not weep 
in resenlfuJ hurt. I will not mope around 
clouding the atmosphere! Such was her 
credo. Hers was a life that strove for 
positive action and positive results as 
the right adoration for her motherland. 
A full life. A life of fulfilment. 

Kamaladevi was born on April 3. 
1903 m an enlightened Manglorean 
household. She had a happy childhood 
typical of the Indian ethos: festivals, 
Oowers, handmade playthings and art 
objects, colourful weddings, numerous 
relations, puppet shows, Bhuta rituals 
and folk dances. There was also an un­
typical strain in this world because of 
her mother who was much ahead of her 
times. Her mother did not harp upon 
the conventional glories of womanhood 
- marriage. children, housewifery. She 
preferred to speak of Maitreyi and Gargi 
and often reminded Kamala that she 
could become a crusader like Pandita 
Ramabai or Annie Besant. 

Kamaladevi absorbed the best from 
her early inOuences. Marriage had 
brought misery to he1 only sister. A 
good education was a must to become 
self-reliant. After a convent education. 
Kamaladevi sold her jewellery and set 
sail fo1 Cn8la11J oHd 8clittLJ o)Jn u::.!>lUI1 
into RPdtord College. London. A':. she.:: 
wame<.l 'to be edurated to serve socie­
ty', she Look llll! !>uuology c.:ow se 
which ind wded subjects like soctal SCI· 

encc psychology. er.onomics. hygiene. 

and practical training in social work. 
Those were the days when "sociology 
had not become a discipline to turn 
into a bookish affair, as now", and 
Kamaladevi received the training she 
needed to become a tough and efficient 
social worker. She spent the afternoons 
in educational and corrective institu­
tions. in workers· clubs and East End 
slums. 

Kamaladevi returned home after an 
interesting trip to Europe. Already 
drawn to the Freedom Movement by 
the personality of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Kamala had the welcome opportunity 
of spending sometime with her brother­
in-law. Virendranath Chaltopadhyay. the 
famous revolutionary. She also met 
Madame Bikaji \ama who served the 
cause of India's freedom with exem­
plary courage at the International Court 
in the Hague and the Second Socialist 
International Congress at Stuttgart. 
While these meetings clarified her ideas 
and helped her decide the course of her 
active career, the immediate result was 

l~ar1 •alo.~devt Chalopadhyay 

the cancellation of her passport the mo­
ment she returned home. 

But Kamala was not unduly per­
turbed. She got involved in India's 
theatre movement along with her hus­
band Harindranath. More important, 
she awoke to the importance of hand­
icrafts in the daily life of the Indians. It 
was Gandhiji who explarned to her this 
connection: 

"Association is the es<;ence of rela­
tionship which endears articles of every­
day use to the user. This endearment 
finds ways of enhancing the aesthetic 
values in these articles. just as we love 
to dress up our loved ones. so we love 
to embellish our homes. Here the 
craftsman employs his ingenuity 
through creative imagination. We are 
mostly carried away by a finished pro­
duel, may be excited by watching the 
process, but remain unmindful of the 
deep chords within us that are stimu­
lated when we create something wilh 
our own hands. Therefore in the Indian 
tradition, craftsmanship does not mean 
making novel and exotic articles to 
please one's fancy. but endowing ev­
erything we use in our daily life with 
beauty. Therefore nothing is created 
without a purpose". 

Kamaladevi owed her initiation into 
politics to Dr. 1-lardikar and Umabai 
Kundapur. They drew her into the Seva 
Dal of the Congress. The Seva Dal 
traininq was meant as a preparation to 
lace the ltQOUIS or a Satyagraht's life. 
And lhe trau1tng was almost militanstic: 
a precurso1 to the Rashlriva 5wayamse­
vak Sangh of today. In Kamaladevi's 
words. ''A central training academy for 
lhorOUtjl t systerndtic: all round training 

1 r~:, ·dom ltr'>l .IJ 



functioned at Bagalkot in the Hubli re­
gion. where a band of young men and 
women were hard at work to carry out 
the courses carefully prepared towards 
these objectives. Physical culture was 
equally importanl Included in this were 
several indigenous exercises handed 
down through generations, such as 
lathi. danda. bhala. sword and dagger 
play, suryanamaskars and various 
yogasanas. When adapted for mass 
performance, they appeared almost 
martial. A whole Hindi vocabulary for 
giving orders had been worked out". 

The Congress nag was to be revered 
as a national symbol with religious fer­
vour. The two extremes. the sublime 
world of art and the mundane one of 
the Seva Dal. coalesced admirably in 
KamaladevL Soon she took up the 
secretaryship of the All India Women's 
Conference and proceeded to make it a 
businesslike, purposive instrument to 
better the life style of Indian woman­
hood. She travelled throughout the 
counlry getting her message across: 
political independence, equal opportu­
nities for all, the welfare of children, the 

promotion of traditional indigenous 
foods, encouragement to cultural ex­
pressions like folk dances and the reviv­
al of indigenous art. This was work that 
engaged Kamaladevi completely. 

Very soon she became a Secretary of 
the Social Reform Conference and the 
parameters of her work widened. She 
travelled abroad- Frankfurt. Berlin, De­
nmark. Prague - and look in all thal she 
saw and heard so that her work in India 
could proceed apace in the light of this 
global experience. She was stimulated 
by ladies like Madame Charaoui Pasha 
of Egypt. Jane Addams and Molly Car­
rol of the United States. Nothing that 
could help women in their lives ever 
escaped her watchful eyes. Why, she 
even arranged for an exhibition of mod­
ern kitchen gadgets to help reduce 
household drudgery. It was also during 
this time that she planned a Home Sci­
ence Institute for women in India and 
set it up in 1932. The Vicerene, Lady 
Irwin. gave her invaluable support in this 
venture. 

Kamaladevi had to bid goodbye to 
this work which engaged all her ener-
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gies when the Mahatma announced the 
Dandi March. Dressed in spolless kha­
di, sporting her orange-white-green 
badge, she took her place in the first 
batch of Law-breakers. She made tiny 
packets of Illicit salt and sold them with 
gay abandon. Arresl Lock-up. As she 
recounted the ugly experience years 
later: 

"Lock-ups in India are by no means 
model dwellings. I found myself in a 
dark gloomy room, fuJI of murky air and 
putrid smell; bats hanging from the ceil­
ing occasionally startled the room by 
sudden Oighls from corner to corner. 
Women crouched all over lhe floor and 
huddled into every nook; young and 
old, all sizes and shapes. some in dow­
dy clothes and tinsel. some in rags. 
They hardly stirred when I entered. They 
must have become much too accus­
tomed to doors opening all night to 
land new cargoes. I sat down on my box 
as the heavy door clanged. So I was a 
prisoner. It seemed like a weird dream··. 

The sail Satyagraha announced the 
triumph of Indian women. They turned 
out to be more intelligent. tougher 
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propositiohs than men! When she 
came out of prison. "amaladevi was 
asked to take over the Women's De­
partment of the Seva Dal as the Dal was 
being taken over by the Congress. She 
brought her familiar cheer and hard 
work to this job as well. organizing Con­
gress seuikas by the thousands. She 
was again imprisoned. this time in Bel­
gaum, went down with jaundice and 
suffered much. But her enthusiasm for 
building institutions continued even in 
that bleak place. Before long she had 
put up a hospital in the prison for the 
inmates! 

Out of prison in 1933. Kamaladevi 
joined the Congress Socialist Party 
founded by Jayaprakash Narayan, 
Minco Masani and other like-minded 
Congressmen. According to her. 
though intellectuals like Purushottam­
das Tricumdas joined it, Jawaharlal 
Nehru kept himself aloof: 

''Before the first Socialist Conference. 
Minco Masani as Party Secretary, dis­
cussed the proposed move with Pandit 
Nehru who recorded in a letter his plea­
sure that a Socialist group would func­
tion in the Congress and influence the 
ideology of that body and the country. 
Nehru's reaction was sought as in his 
political writings Nehru depicted the In­
dian struggle in a world perspective, 
stressing the clash of class interests as 
part of a global phenomenon. But at no 
stage did he instigate. er,courage or 
support the Party as such nor did the 
Party seek his patronage." 

However, Gandhiji welcomed the Par­
ty and Kamaladevi settled down in Man­
galore to create a base in rural areas. As 
a beginning. she conducted a success-

Accords are Meant to be 
Broken 

After running a coach and four 
through the Constitution in the State 
of Nagaland by declaring President's 
rule in an entirely unwarranted man­
ner, the Union Government has re· 
pealed this performance in the case 
of Mlzoram. In this case the breach 
of the Constitution has been con· 
founded by a breach of the Accord 
which was reached between the Un­
ion Government and the guerillas ted 

ful strike for better implements to help 
women labourers engaged in cashew­
nut curing. She travelled from Kashmir 
to Courtallam and was arrested at Tra­
vancore. 

The variety one comes across in 
Kamal,adevi's career is unbelievably 
amazing. For instance, who could equ­
ate a social worker clad in rough khadi 
moving amongst illiterate rural women 
with the glamour world of filmdom? 
That adventure too was hers. She acted 
in the English version of Mrichafcatika 
produced by Bhavnani; and also acted 
in the Hindi film. Bi!chare Moli. Always a 
lover of the written word, she managed 
to produce seminal volumes on the In· 
dian women·s movemenL travelogues, 
political commentary and a well­
documented autobiography, Inner Re­
cesses Otaer Spaces. 

15 August. 194 7. Kamaladevi has de­
scribed in her autobiography the mang­
ly "obsequies" that led to the partition 
of India, ··a deep emotional atrocity that 
would lacerate the people for genera­
tions". At the crucial moment. Mahatma 
Gandhi advised the Socialists not to 
oppose the decision. Enough was 
enough for the spirited human being in 
Kamaladevi. She raised her hand in 
opposition at the session of the All India 
Congress Committee called to give final 
endorsement to the agreement. With 
that. the brave woman broke her links 
with politics. 

But she would not sulk in the tents. 
Her work for the rehabilitation of the 
Partition refugess is now legendary. She 
set up an Indian Co-operative Union 
that has now become the successful 
township of Faridabad. She opened a 

by Laldenga who w~s persuaded to 
lay down arms and offered the 
democratic path. Alas. this has 
proved to be illusory because, before 
long the Congress( I) members of the 
Mizoram Assembly intrigued with 
Laldenga·s supporters to destroy his 
majority in the Assembly and created 
a situation where they could get 
President's RuJ·e unconstitutionally 
declared. 

This IS not the only Accord that the 
Union Government has broken. The 
Accord 1n the Punjab was also 
violated bv the Union Government 

Theatre Crafts Museum. When the 
Sangeel Natak Akademi was formed. 
she became 1ts Vice-Chairman. She 
was an Indian delegate to the UNESCO 
Assembly Session at Beirut. Never an 
inactive moment in her life though she 
declined the plums of political office 
(Chief Minister? Central Cabinet Minis­
ter?) that might have rewarded her for 
her self-sacrifice. As she told a repre­
sentative of the Arab League: 

"Wh~n I joined the political struggle it 
was not to claim a right to a high office. 
I began my political career as a humble 
volunteer. I worked as such throughout 
my political career. I neither sought nor 
held any office in the Congress orga­
nisation. I served in the Congress Ex­
ecutive in the last phase through sheer 
compulsion. I am by vocation and train­
ing a social service worker and l mean 
to remain so. Arts, crafts are my gram­
mer. the medium through which to ex­
press myself. Politics as a career doe~ 
not mingle with my blood·stream". 

That explains why she valued most 
the 'Desikollama· title from Vish­
wabharati University. An apl award too: 
lite noble teacher. For, Kamaladevi 
successfully taught all of us to cherish 
beauty and sincerity in our everyday life. 
She taught us to avoid the bourgeoised 
life of 'success· that is a never-ending 
movement of on and on and up and up. 
She taught us to be simply ourselves, 
be true to our own selves that have 
been nurtured through two thousand 
years of a superb civilisation in this 
dear, dear land. 

Dr. (Mrs.) Prema Naodakumar Is a frequent con­
tributor to newspapers and journals. 

with the result that terrorism from 
which Punjab unfortunately suffers, 
has increased. Mr. L.aldenga who 
now realises that he was taken for a 
ride, has declared in desperation "I 
have to become an outlaw again." At 
the same time he had sent an emis­
sary to open talks with the Opposi­
tion FronL 'Put not all trust in 
Princes' is an old adage which ap­
plies with spec1al force to those who 
place their trust on the occupants of 
the throne in Delhi these days. 

M.lnoo Masani 



The growing strengths of 

Empire Industries 
Empire in Glass: 

The Virrum Glass division, 
in collaboration with 
Owens Illinois Glass Inc, 
USA, is me largest 
manufacturer of amber 
glass containers for the 
phannaceurical mdumy 
in India . 

Empire in Cranes: 
The Garlick Engineering 
division, in collaboration 
with Noel GmBH, W . 
Germany, is tbc largest 
manufacturer of cranes an 
the country w1th a wide 
range of appliccnions. 

Empire in Finance: 
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Tbe Empire Finance Co. 
Ltd., fully backed by 
Empire Industries, is a 
leading finance company 
with hire purchase, leasing, 
bills discounting. merchant 
banking and financial 
advisory services as its 
core activities. 

Empire in Machine Tools: 
The Empire Machine Tooh 
division is an acknowledged 

- leader in rhe marketing and 
servicing of sophisticated 
machine roofs manufacrureJ 
iu W . Germany, 
'twitzedand. Japan and d 
USA. 

Empire in Instrumentation: 
The Empire 
Instrumentation division 
brings to India mcdjcaJ, 
defence, pollution­
monitoring, analytical , 
test and measuring, clinical 
and process control 
mstruments from 
international leaders in 
Europe. Japan and the USA. l§ii;;;;;;;;=!. :o':o..:.=;;;;;;;;-=~ 

Empire in Speciality Fabrics: 
The Empire Speciality 
Fabrrn di\·ision 
manufacLUre:. lugh tech 
fabrics for u$e in eyre, 
cnnvcyor he h. j<JCkenng. 
abrasive, footwear and 
Jefcnce imluslrles. 
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Is Privatisation a Dirty Word? 

A seminar was held in Agra recently 
to discuss Public Sector Undertakings 
and Privatisation. • 

Desptte determined efforts by Indian 
Airlines to scuttle the seminar (who 
would want to buy Indian Airlines any­
way) as many as seventeen, successful­
ly made it to Agra. At Jaipur (the Oight 
was via Jaipur) after a wail of 90 mi­
nutes some twelve of us were piled into 
a bus and almost 6 hours later delivered 
at a hotel in Agra at 1.00 a.m. 

A fitting beginning I thought, for a 
seminar discussing public sector 
undertakings. 

As it turned oul the two-day discus­
sions were well worth the midnight bus 
ride courtesy the lAC. Participants who 
made it to Agra included Economists 
Prof. Gangadhar Gadgil. Prof. P. 
Brahmananda and D. R. Pendse; Indus­
trialists Viren Shah, D. N. Patodia and P. 
Gupta: Consumer activists H. D. 
Shourie and M. R. Pai: Journalist Swa­
minathan Anklesaria Aiyar and Parlia­
mentarians Jaswant Singh and Minco 
Masani. We even had Union Energy 
Minister Vasant Sathe who, in a manner 
of speakmg. set the lont: fo1 Lite <.list:u::.­
sions wtlh a speech a Ia Gorbachev. He 

' l'ubhc ':>cc<tnr Undcrll:lklll!J'- ,,nJ PIIVCllLSdlr<.lll. :\ 

Seminar ory df11St'cl by~~~~ Foundauon lor Eco 
nornJr f i.!,Jt'dlron ilnd the Frlf"dri<:h Naumann 
.,hltung c)! A<1t 1 on Dec't!mbcr 1 and 4 I uatl 

chose this forum (quite appropriately.) 
to release his book 'Restructuring of 
U1e Publtc Sector in India". 

ProL Gangadhar Gadgil in his paper 
"maintained lhal it was not only the 
commitment of the political leadership 
to socialism but the economic climate 
and socio-political considerations that 
had led to the development of the pub­
lic sector and its dominant role in our 
economy. Yet. what was accepted as in­
evitable and socicre<:onomically neces­
sary, had now become an obession and 
a dogmatic belief resulting in harmful 
economic consequences." 

There was little. if any. quarrel with 
Prof. Gadgil's assessmenl In fact the 
consensus view was that public sector 
undertakings had performed poorly 
"created vested interests and led to lack 
of accountability, lack of competition, 
outdated technology. financial indisci­
pline and overstarfing." 

There was also a general acceptance 
of the fact Lhat it was quite unnecessary 
for the State to have entered a whole lot 
of areas ranging from the baking of 
bread to hoteliering. 

But here the consensus seemed to 
end because there was a fairly strong 
minority view that the State had no 
business, in the first place, to enter the 
world of business, industry and trade. 

Turning to the question of Privatisa­
lion, Mr. D. R. Pendse took the view that 
privatisation did not merely mean di­
vestiture and de-nationalisation bu~ had 
a much wider concept which tncluded: 

a) Divestiture and De-
nationalisalioni 

b) Any measure of economic policy 
Wh1ch reduces the role o l the 
State s~ctor and pe1 mils uwolvt­
menl ol the private sector: 

c) Franchise linanCLng. cooperation 
of the pnvate sector to take up 
contrac~ for build1nq infra-

S.V. Raju 

structure facilities; 

d) The closure or liquidation of sick 
state sector units: 

e) Transfer of management and 
control of state-owned enterprises 
to more efficient private agencies; 

f) Widening progressively, areas of 
operation for private and voluntary 
sectors and their replacement of 
government departments. 

One could argue over what, in my 
opinion. is the watering down of a clear 
concept: To me privalisation means the 
State selling of all or part of an enter­
prise it owns, to the public. This is what 
British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatch­
er had done and is doing. But then it is 
the prerogative of economists to make 
the simple sound difficult! But even this 
diluted description is acceptable for 
starters. 

However what really saddened me 
was a discussion on the need to find a 
better word than ''privatisation". Why? 
Because the word would not be "popu­
lar"; because people are liable to mis­
understanding it (as a move away from 
socialism to capitalism). 

Way back in 1959, when the Swatan­
tra Party was formed and its Statement 
of Polley was being discussed, I recall 
the concern in the face of some ex­
Congressmen, who had joined the new 
party, when the policy statement cate­
gorically repudiated socialism. "Oh no 
you can't do thal'· they said. We'll never 
be popular. Why not instead state that 
the Swatantra Party believes in Gan­
dhian Socialism, they pleaded. To the 
eternal credit of the then leadership. Ra­
jaji and Masani among them. this plea 
to hoodwink the public by pinning a 
misiPading labr>l was turned down. The 
Party did well and thus was publicity 
brnken the myth uf the manua called 
sor ialism. If the Party collapsed fifteen 
years later 1t was nol because it chal­
lenged socialism but because it was 
stabbed from within by a pusillanimous 



leadership afraid to face poUtical wilder­
ness for a while. 

Those thoughts came rushing to my 
mind when the advisability of the label 
'privatisation' was being discussed. In 
our personal lives we use the word ·pri­
vate· without any sense of guilt. Ask any 
small paanwala and he will with pride 
proclaim it to be his priuale business. 
Ask any small farmer and he will say it is 
his priuate farm or land. Most of us 
jealously guard our prioale possessions 
be it a woman's jewellery or a young. 
man's cycle. 

The people understand perfectly pie are fools and all one has to do is 
what the word 'private' means. There is package the thought or sugarcoat the 
no stigma of any kind attached to it. pill. The pity is that while people the 
Then why the dry debate? I could only world over (including our own) are 
conclude that many of us are still pris- moving away from ideology to reality 
oners of words. We have been success- which is what Glasnost and Pereslrokia 
fully sold not only what words like is all about we are still clinging to out­
socialism. capitalism. profit and private dated notions of what is or is nol 
ought to mean but have come to acceptable to people. Ask anyone who 
accept unthinkingly value concepts has to deal with a government depart­
attached to such loaded meanings. The ment or agency or undertaking (and 
debate also renected (what should be that means most of us) and he will say 
the prerogative of politicians) that the privatisalion is not a dirty word - not 
label is the thing irrespective of content anymore anyway. 
- an implication that by and large, peo-

The Anatomy of Discipline 

Discipline, explains the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary, is "a system of 
rules for conduct; a mental and mor­
al training." There are other mean­
ings as well, but these two are the 
basic imperative for the effective 
progress or any organisation from a 
Boy Scout Troop to a Nation. 

Discipline dictates almost every 
action of our lives. Millions of ordin­
ary people follow a daily routine- get 
up at a certain fixed time in the 
morning, make their way to their 
places of work whether it be field. 
classroom, workshop or office. Driv­
ers of vehicles and trains obey traffic 
regulations. Everybody gets to his 
place of work by a specific time, or 
tries to; everybody does his job to the 
best of his or her ability according to 
their sense of responsibility. In being 
guided by an ordained set of rules, 
each one of these millions is sub­
consciously behaving as a disci­
plined human being. This is the in­
stinctive or Survival Discipline. If you 
don 't observe these behavioural pat­
terns you become a social dropout 

In addition to Survival Discipline 
there are three othe1 main patterns; 
Institutional Discipline which is sub-

ject to the rules and regulations of 
service, training and penal estabUsh­
ments; the Private Discipline of reli­
gion and conviction; and most im­
portant of all Public Discipline which 
enjoins civic, social and moral 
obligations as embodied in the laws 
of the land. Survival Disciplines are 
self-mandatory: Institutional Disci­
pline subject to choice, commitment 
or compulsion; Private Discipline is 
self-obligatory; Public Discipline is 
essential to the existence of the State 
and therefore enforceable by law 
with penalties for non-compliance. 

In the enforcement of Public Disci­
pline legal and punitive action must 
be proportionate, swift and firm as 
without these, the adr.1inistration of 
government becomes farcical and 
meaningless. Nobody, regardless of 
rank or status may be exempted 
from the common disciplines applic­
able to all. and it logically follow~ that 
those charged with the imposition of 
discipline must themselves be ex­
emplars of discipline. 

It b alsu diltull\dlk thal discipline 
can only be effective when it begins 
at the point from which it emanates 
- fro1 n the TOP! Fo1 whilst discipline 
thrives on example and imitation, in-

discipline is a dread disease which 
inexorably spreads downwards and 
outwards. And once this contamina­
tion infects the masses to the extent 
where normally disciplined people 
begin to equate National Indisci­
pline with responsible government, 
disaster looms ahead. 

Our Country is witnessing a se­
rious breakdown in the essential dis­
ciplines with dangerous tolerations 
towards those in power and irres­
ponsible pressure groups - political, 
linguistic, religious, labour and im· 
moral business tycoons. India, 
largest democracy in the world, has 
achieved the ultimate in collective 
freedom. A regrettable aspect of this 
latter-day utopia is the strange con­
viction of large segments of its peo­
ple that personal freedom is super­
comprehensive, above the national 
interest, and includes freedom from 
all disciplines except those which 
suit them. Such beliefs, if not cor­
rected quickly and firmly, must lead 
inevitably to the destruction of socie­
ty and the disintegration of the State. 

It 1s not too late. Bul 1..UII eLLi011 
must start from the TOP! 

C.L. Proudfoot 



The Centenary of T.S. Eliot 
Elizabeth Reuben 

T.S. Eliot has been called passionless. life-denying, nihilistic; evasive, a poser. Nqr do his Ideas 
any longer dominate the critical or cultural worlds. But the music of the verse remains and the 

sense of place, working together to create images with a mysterious power 

In a way .it's surprising that someone 
so formal and restrained, such a believ­
er in tradilion, so disciplined, so precise 
as T.S. Eliot should stand in most peo­
ple's minds as typifying the very spirit of 
modernisfTI. which glories in being free. 
unconventional. uninhibited, iconoclas­
tic. And yet they are right of course, for 
in the quick-changing flicker of today·s 
rhythms and sounds and styles. their 
contrasts and juxtapositions. one sees 
everywhere something that is quites­
sentially Eliot. It's the measure of the 
greatness of his work that it thus con­
tains as well qualities to complement, 
balance ~nd control. 

Early Life 
Born in St. Louis. Missouri on 26th 

September 1888. Eliot grew up in a cul­
tured. scholarly and sheltered atmos­
phere. The family were Unitarians. a 
form of belief so nearly what we in India 
call 'secular' that he later considered 
that he had not been brought up a 
Christian. He studied at Harvard, and la­
ter abroad at the Sorbonne and at Ox­
ford, reading English and French litera­
ture, and philosophy. In his early stu­
dent days he wrote poems in a late­
nineteenth-century melancholy roman­
tic manner. but soon discovered the 
work of the French symbolist poets, 
and with them the possibilities of the 
contemporary world as poetic material 
and the power of what is left unstated. 
This inspired him to remould his own 
style completely and make poetrJ out of 
the genteel futility and decaying citys­
capes he saw around him. 

Ry 19 i 5. ber oming absorbed more 
and more into the intellectual worlds of 
Paris and London, he decided not to 
return to Harvard and collect the Ph.D 
degree awarded lo him for his thesis on 
the philosophy of F.H. Bradley. but in­
stead, abandoning the academic life. \o 

stay on in London and be a poet. For 
some years he supported himself by 
working in a bank, which he felt allowed 
him the time and energy for his real 
work more than teaching would, and la­
ter with the publishing firm of Faber 
and Faber, which proved to be a fruitful 
association of 40 years. 

Creative Years 
The year 1915 also saw the publica­

lion of his poem in a starlingly new 
manner, The Loue Song of J. Alfred 
Pru{rock, with its modernistic opening 
image of 

''the evening ... spread out against the 
sky /like a patient etherised upon a 
table". 

And in the same year Eliot made the 
momentous decision to marry a viva­
cious young Englishwoman. Vivien 
Haigh-Wood. 

The marriage proved extremely un­
happy. Vivien suffered from a nervous 
disorder which grew progressively 
worse. and Eliot left her in 1932. Two 
years later she was committed to a 
mental home. where she died suddenly 

r.s. E.liot (1888 1965) 

in 1947. Eliot said little about his per­
sonal life, but themes and imagery in 
his writing hint at the misery and guilt 
feelings of these years. Yet they were 
also the years of his greatest creativity, 
and of growing influence and prestige 
as poet, critic, publisher. editor of the 
literary journal Criterion, and writer on 
matters social and cultural. His poetry 
began to concern itself with the new 
brash elements taking over the modern 
world, which he personified in a series 
of grotesque figures headed by one 
"Sweeney", and satirized in sharp. cryp­
tic verses. Then in 1922 came The 
Waste Land, the one poem of his, 
whose name everybody knows, and 
which most critics still regard as his 
greatest achievement. 

'The Waste Land' 

Its style was a revolutionary depar­
ture. It had jazzy rhythms. it set side by 
side snatches of talk, quotations, bits 
and pieces from different languages 
and epochs, learned references, high 
culture and the everyday chatter of the 
times as well as images of a desolate 
land - set them side by side to work 
their effects of contrast. or parody or 
irony without any commentary by the 
poet. But the movement of the poem, 
full of thwarted echoes of Eliot's early 
romanticism, wove the whole into a 
haunting representation of a restless 
world with a void at the heart thirsting 
for renewal. 

The poem shocked traditionalists, 
but to the enthusiastic young people 
who welcomed it, it seemed to express 
the modern sensibility as nothing .else 
l1dJ, d~ il llul tltd l1u 111. 

" ... the dead tree gives no shelter, 
the cricl<eL no relief, 
And the dry stone no sound of 
water." 

/fl •t•thl/11 (/(<;( 49 
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to: 
"0 the moon shone bright on Mrs. 
Porter 
And on her daughter 
They wash their feet in soda water." 
The note of yearning sounds very 

clearly in the religious imagery of the 
next group of poems, like Ash 
Wednesday. "Only Christianity helps 
reconcile me to life, which is otherwise 
disgusting'', Eliot said once. He formally 
became a Christian in 1927, and 
adopted a form of worship as far as 
possible from the simple rationalistic 
creed of his childhood. In the same year 
he detached himself from his origins in 
another way by becoming a British 
citizen, but the serious and responsible 
attitudes he had been brought up in 
were never abandoned. His writing 
addressed itself increasingly to ques­
tions of culture and society, not only in 
works like the Idea of a Christian Soci­
ely, but also in seminal literary ideas 
like that of the damaging ''dissociation 
of sensibility" which he felt had taken 
place after the seventeenth century, and 
the need for a disciplined kind of poetry 
rather than romantic self-indulgence. 
"Poetry", he memorably wrote, " is not 
a turning loose of emotion; it is not the 
expression of personality but an escape 
from personality" 

Poetic Drama 
His attempt to revive poetic drama, 

too, stems from a wish to bring poetry 
into some larger harmonious and 
healthful relationship with society, like 
that of Greek drama. Beginning with a 
historical theme, the martyrdom of 
Thomas Becket, in Murder in the 
Cathedral. he later tried to unite the 
great myths and their profundity with 
the upper-class drawing room settings 
of contemporary comedies in plays like 
The Family Reunion and The Cocktail 
Parly. Eliot's plays did achieve popular 
success, but perhaps the time of his 
deepest appeal to the average non­
literary public was during the war years, 
with the set of poems he called Four 
Quartets. The name signified his 
attempt "to get beyond poelry, as 
Beethoven in his later works, strove to 
get beyond music" - to reach towards 
something that would give meaning to 
the destruction of European civilization 
everywhere around. Once again the 
technique involved a moS<lic patt~rn. 

but this time with a smoother blencfing. 
more use o! memones and of history. 

rrcc.dom hr:st )0 

and no scraps of direct speech. To Eliot 
the only solution was a Christian one, 
but the poems are more than mere 
doctrine -they provide a living example 
of that process of thinking and making 
a meaning out of chaotic experience 
which is the duty of any civilized person. 
Nor was this j ust an individual's escape 
route; the cri tic Helen Gardner has de­
scribed how, giving a course of lectures 
during the worst period of the war, she 
found the Quartets were the only texts 
that restored a sense of meaningful 
struggle lo people grown cynical about 
the whole war effort. And this in spite of 
the riddling style and strange mystical 
conclusion: 

All manner of thing, shall be well 
When .. the fire and the rose are one" 
This final vision was not the result of 

any personal good fortune and security; 
it is a hard-won balance always con­
scious of " the rending pain of re­
enactment of all that you have done 
and been". As for personal happiness it 
came to Eliot only towards the end of 
his life. after his marriage to Valerie 
Fletcher nearly 40 years his junior, who 
had come to work as his secretary 
drawn by some sort of inner compul­
sion almost as if in a fairy tale happy 
ending. 

Eliot died 8 years later in 1965, emi­
nent. honoured and serene at lasL In­
evitably, there have been reactions and 
reassessments - he has been called 
passionless, life-denying, nihilistic, eva­
sive. a poser. Nor do his ideas any lon­
ger dominate the critical or cultural 
worlds. But the music of the verse re­
mains and the sense of place, working 
together to create images with a myste­
rious power. 

''And voices singing out of empty 
cisterns 
and exhausted wells 
the dark cold and the empty desola­
tion. 
The wave cry, the wind cry, the vast 
waters 
of the petrel and the porpoise" 

and above all. those that evoke the 
atmosphere of modern cities anywhere 
in lhe world: 

MPn ;mrl hitc; of rarN whirlf'c1 hv ~hP 
cold wind 
That blows hefore and alter time. · 

In the end. the only appropriate 
summing-up seems to be in the words 
of the memorial tablet in the church at 
the little village of East Coker from 

T.S. ELIOT AND INDIA 
The poetic sensibility of T.S. Eliot was per­

petually modified not only by the best of Euro· 
pean, English and American culture but also 
by the best of Indian thought and tradition. As 
early as 191 I Eliot enrolled himself in Charles 
R. Lanman's India philology course. During 
the second year of his course he applied him­
self to a study ofPatanjali's YogaSutras under 
the direction or James H. Woods. As late as 
1933 he acknowledged: "Two years spent in 
the study of Sanskrit under Charles Lanman, 
and a year in the mazes of Patanjali's 
metaphysics. under the guidance of J.,mes 
Woods. left me in a state of enlightened mystf­
fication" The statement confirms Eliot's asso" 
clalfon with Indian thought and religion. He 
explains here his approach to indian metaphy­
sics In terms of an intellectu?JI identification 
combined with an emotional detachmenl 
Eliot did get an intellectual understanding of 
the text but none could help him to get al the 
anubhaua or the text If someone had com­
municated to him the anubahaua ol the very 
first sloka-Yoga Chilla Vritta Nirodha - that 
alone would have ensured the spiritual salva· 
lion ofT.S. Eliot! 

Going through Eliot's poetry, one 1s in a 
position to detect his irresistible atfJactfon for 
the wisdom of <tndent India. In Lhe threefold 
message of 'What the Thunder Said' in The 
Wasce Land- Da Da Da- one is able to infer 
the message of Dalla. Dayadhavam, 
Damyat.a (Give. Sympathise, Control) of the 
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad • 

In the first of the Fow Quartets - 'Burnt 
Norton· - Eliot has obviously the Dance or 
Shiva in mind, when he refers to the dance at 
'the still point of the turning world'. In the 
same poem there are frequent references to 
the thought of the Bhagavad Glt.a which Eliot 
called 'the next greatest philosophical poem 
to the Dluine Comedy within my experienet=:'. 
In Four Quartets - 'Dry Salvages' - Eliot 
admonishes; 'Consider the future/and the past 
with an equal mind'. Eliot wonders whether 
this was what Krishna meant, when he admo­
nished Arfuna on the field of battle: Think or 
me at the hour of deatl1', The Hindu docUine 
of Karma as enunciated by Krishna In the Gila 
is echoed by Cliot. 

From the examples given above, i! is ob· 
vious that Eliot's poetic sensibility was 
moulded to a certain extent by Indian thought. 
It must, however. be remembered that Eliot's 
interest in Indian thought did not take him 
away from his professed retigion.The com­
plexity of Eliot's poetic sensibility enabled him 
til omit nothing en roule and write with a full 
historical awareness of not only the mind of 
Europe but tl-Jat of the whole world without 
losi119 his own religious or cultural or poetic 
identity 

Dr S. Kandaswami 

Wl1ere c flofs ancestors went away to 
America: 

"Remember T !lomas SL~arns Elio~ 
Poet " 

Dr. Et1zal:.teth Reuben is a Lecturer in the Depart· 
mr.nl ol English, Wilson College, Bombay 
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The Role of Religions 

The book consists of eleven chapters 
of varying lengths. ranging from a mini­
mum of 10 pages (chA) to a maximum 
of 59 pages (ch.2). This is a work of 
scholarship and not of journalistic writ­
ing. The range of topics discussed is 
both vast and diverse: from the position 
of women in Islam; the Muslim 
Women's Bill; the situation In the 
Punjabi the riots following Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi's assassination; the politics of 
the Punjab Accord and Jinnah's two­
nation theory; the situation in Assam 
(three chapters); and secularism (in the 
final chapter). 

Religion provides the unifying thread. 
Despite this, the book retains a some­
what heterogeneous character, con­
sidering the variety of topics dealt with 
by Shourie. I do not say this in dispara­
gement but only to bring out a review­
er's difficulty. It is simply impossible to 
critically assess Shourie's treatment of 
each theme, as much due to lack of 
space as due to the limitations of the 
reviewer. Some basic Ideas. informing 
the whole book, will regrettably have to 
suffice. 

Shourie sets out his ideas in the firsl 
chapter. He very effectively argues. in 
his characteristic style, that an act or a 
thought cannot be deemed good only 
because it is found in one's own religion 
but the same act or thought be deemed 
bad if found in another's religion. It is a 
deceptively simple idea lhat we should 
judge others and ourselves by the same 
standard and not be selective in our 
praise or blame. People will then see 
virtues in others' religions and defects 
in their own. (This. of course. does not 
exclude seeing justified virtues in one's 
own religion and defects in another's, 
established bv scme loQical or objective 
criteria). 

Imagine the falttastic tolerance that 
the practice ol lhb ont> o.,irnplf' ld~'>a r·an 
produce and how many of our 
seemingly intractable problems will just 

dissolve, as if they never existed. Alas. 
that is not the way we function. A mere 
rumour or a trifling incident is enough 
to trigger a riot, leaving people dead 
and property destroyed and one more 
bitter memory added. Is this inevitable 
or is this avoidable? Inevitable if you 
think only you are (can be) right; avoid­
able if you think that the other person 
may also be righL 

While Shourie's formulation of the 
golden rules for the humanist and the 
secularist (pp. 27-28) are admirable, his 
j .. •dgement that "the example to follow 
is that of the Buddha and Jesus, not of 
Elisha and Mohammed" is both unfor­
tunate and questionable. Is it possible to 
come to a competent (and forthright) 
judgement on four world religions in 
nineteen pages? Even if Shourie can 
perform this arduous intellectual job, 
how does he hope to persuade others 
to accept it? 

RELIGION IN POLITICS by Arun 
Shourie; Roli Books International, 
New Delhi: 1987: Pp.334; Rs.95 

No, Mr. Shourie, managing a society 
is a very complex matter. managing a 
complex. multi-religious, multi-ethnic 
society is infinitely more complex. No 

A Minaret of Hope 

Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad was one 
or the brightest stars in the galaxy of the 
nationalist movement during the first 
hn!f o f tlK ~Oth ~..~ntur y. lie: 1.1.1e1:, 

admired and tespe<;ted by the sldlwarts 
of the nationalist moven\ent, particular­
ly by Gandhi and Nel 11 u, 110L only lot ltb 
unOinching adherence to the nationalist 
cause and to the ideal of Hindu-Muslim 

simple precription will do. Irrationality 
unfortunately has a very tenacious real­
ity In our mental life. Reason is not al­
ways the sunshine that quickly evapo­
rates the mists of irrationality though 
reason is our most powerful ally in this 
battle and we must always strengthen iL 
But not by overlooking the strength of 
unreason. Mr. Shourie is, of course, 
much too realistic a student of Indian 
society to harbour any romantic ideas. 

He details (pp. 288-289) the unfor­
tunate developments once communi­
ties are on collusion-course. Moderates 
in each community find it difficult to 
contain the influence of the fun­
damentalists and the extremists. Ignor­
ance of our own religion is as much 
true as prejudice towards another reli­
gion. We think in stereotypes, of 
ourselves and of others. Religious iden­
tities are strengthened. leading to a feel­
ing of insecurity. Shourie blames mod­
ernization. Not the group (religious, 
linguistic or whatever) but the individual 
must become the unit of account. but 
this cannot be the beginning of the pro­
cess of modernization but its end. A 
prolonged and concerned debate is re­
quired to clarify the issues so ably and 
sometimes provocatively presented by 
Shourie in this book. 

Dr. D. Ndraln is the Head of lhe Department of 
Sociology. University or Bombay 

unity. but also for h1s deep religious 
commilmenl, as well as his strength of 
character· and courage of conviction. 
Tlll:! taLl Ll tdl lte tailed 1n Ius lde·long 
m1sston preserving the unity and in­
tegrity of India from the ravages of reli­
gious cllauvmlstn - ep1lomizes the fai­
lure of our nationalist leadership. 
However, Azad's intellectual, religious. 



and nationalist legacy still shines as a 
minaret of hope and optimism in the 
expanding darkness and gloom of our 
times. The book under review is based 
on a doctoral dissertation submitted to 
Oxford University in 1969 by Jan Doug­
las, who was a Catholic theologian 
associated with the Henry Martin Insti­
tute of Islamic Studies in Hyderabad 
during the 1960s and who suddenly ex­
pired in 1975. The book has been 
edited, with an excellent introdution, as 
well as a postscript which incorporate 
recent researches relating to the theme 
and background of the book, by Christ­
ian W. Troll and Gail MinaulL 

The main thrust of Douglas' book re­
lates to the question of continuity in 
Azad's views on Islam and nationalism 
and on the participation of Indian Mus­
lims, along with their Hindu brethren, in 
the nationalist movement Douglas 
emphasizes the element of continuity in 
Azad's ideas, and maintains that he nev­
er wavered in his religious and national-

' The Maulana was Right 

I knew Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
and had great respect for his dignity 
and his beautiful Urdu which I en­
joyed. 

I am therefore glad to be in a posi­
tion to document his charge that 
Nehru was largely responsible for 
what he did in 1937 and 1946 lead­
ing to the partition of India. There is 
no danger of hindsight because what 
I have to say is recorded in my earlier 
Memoir Bliss Was /tin Thal Dawn 
published as far back 1977. 

On page I 09 of the book I have 
recorded an incident which hap­
pened when I was at Jawaharlal 
Nehru's breakfast table some time in 
1937: 

"Durilig another of my visits to 
Allahabad, the results of the Un­
ited Province State Assembly elec­
tions had been published. The 
M11->lim LE>ague had done very 
well. At hreakfasl one mornmg, 
Sayed M<lhmoud, one of Nehru·:> 
protf'gf's came in from Lucknow 
He reported on the discussions 
some of lhe Congress Muslims 
had had with Chowdhury Khali-

ist commitment. In fact, as Douglas 
observes, the theme of religious toler­
ance and communal harmony and the 
vision of a united India, which emerged 
in Azad's early life, continued through­
out his life. 

Douglas brings out in an illuminating 
manner the evolution of Azad's person­
al life and career. He sheds light on his 
early years under the watchful eye of his 
authoritarian father, the early atheistic 
and liberatinian phase, his inner con­
flict, his subsequent recovery of faith 
and his involvement in educational, reli­
gious and nationalist activities in the be­
ginning of the 20th century. Douglas 
then focusses on hJs ai-Hilal and al­
Balagh years, and his emergence as an 
ideologue of the Khilafat movement 
during the 1920s. This is followed by a 
discussion of the mature intellectual 
and nationalist phase of his life, culmi­
nating in the dawn of Indian Independ­
ence and the eclipse of his life-long vi­
sion of a united India. 

quzzaman, the Muslim League 
Leader. Khaliquzzaman had sug­
gested that a couple of Muslim 
leaders be taken into the Cabinet 
that was to be nominated in the 
United Provinces under the new 
Government of India Act. so that 
lhe Muslims of the United Pro­
vinces might not be left out of the 
administration of the Provinces. At 
this point, Jawaharlal lost his tem­
per and, in somewhat choice and 
colourful Hindustani. he swore not 
only at the Muslim League Leader. 
but also at poor Sayed Mahmoud 
for having carried such an out~ 
rageous message. The victim's 
plea. appeared to have no effect 
on Jawaharlal's indignation. The 
League offer of coalition was duly 
turned down and the Congress 
formed its own Cabinel Many 
have expressed the view that this 
act of Nehru was a turning point 
that led to the alienation of the 
Muslims of the United Provlnces. 
gave rise to the Two Nation· 
theot y diiO led lu llk fJ dl ti ttutl ul 
India. 

Thus Maulana A.Lad s charge tbill 
Nehru prepared the ground tor the 
parti llon or India by his churlish atti-

Douglas brings out, in a perceptive 
manner, the outstanding features of 
Azad's personality: endurance, clarity of 
judgement, tolerance and' broad 
mindedness. firmness of resolve, sense 
of dignity and of historical realism. He 
does not fail to take note of his frailties 
as well, such as his exaggerated self­
consciousness which often seemed to 
border on conceit, and his aloofness 
from the mass of people. The profile 
that emerges from Douglas· study is 
that of a human figure, imbued with a 
deep sense of idealism. However, at 
times he seems to be a little too critical 
and uncharitable, as when he indulges 
in facile generalizations about certain 
aspects of Azad's character on the basis 
of slender and fragmentary evidence. 

Douglas succeeds in delineating the 
dominant motifs in Azad's life and 
career. He perceptively observes that 
"Azad saw no conflict between being an 
Indian and being a Muslim. In fact, he 
saw these two aspects as mutually 

tude as far back as 1937 is absolute­
ly justified. 

On page 20 l of my Memoir I have 
recorded that ''I distinctly recollect 
Gandhiji's unhappiness at a brash 
speech or statement denouncing 
the plan made by Jawaharlal 
Nehru on July 10, 1946. J.P. hap­
pened to be visiting Gandhiji in 
Panchgani. When he returned to 
.Bombay he told me how Gandhiji 
was in tears at the manner in 
which Jawaharlal had sabotaged 
the effort to keep India united. 
Many years later, I checked with 
J.P. about this recollection, and he 
wrote back to rne on August 2, 
1971 : 

I fully recollect the incident you 
mention... I do distinctly remem­
ber that Gandhiji was deeply per­
turbed over the rash statement of 
Jawaharlal which he thought had 
dashed all hopes of settlement on 
the basis of undivided India, even 
though divided into three auton­
omous zones." 
rhus Jawaharlal l'iel tl u s sabulag-

1119 the last t lturt atlhe unlty of India 
,. rlncltmPni~>rl hy Java Prakash's 
cont1rma1 1on. 

Minoo Masani 



AB<JL KALAM AZAD: AN INTEL­
LECTUAL AND REUQIO<JS 
BIOGRAPHY by Ian Henderson 
Dou~Jas: Oxford University Press, 
Delh1; 1988: Pp.358: Rs.190 

strengthening." In the final analysis, 
Azad emerges as a towering apostle of 
Hindu-Muslim unity and religious toler­
ance. 

Though Douglas succeeds in bring­
ing out the quintessential features of 
Azad's intellectual and religious orienta­
tion. his analysis tends to suffer from a 
lack of depth. His review of Azad's mag­
num opus. Taduman ai-Quran, is 
quite unsatisfactory. Douglas makes a 
conceptual ob fuscation in characteriz­
ing the Wahhabis in India as Waliullahis. 
since the former, though significantly 
influenced by the ideas of Shah Waliul­
lah. also deviated in certain doctrinal 
matters from the Waliullahi tradition. 
The same mistake Is repeated by the 
editors. 

Azad's intellectual and religious lega­
cy has an unquestioned relevance for 
contemporary India. and especially for 
Indian Muslims. Two related issues cur­
rently engage the minds of Indian Mus­
lims: the preservation of their religio­
cultural identity, and participation in 
national life within a pluralist 
framework Azad's life and work can 
provide a valuable model for their 
aspirations and strivings. 

Mr AR. Mom1n is a Reader In lhe- Depanment of 
Soaology. Unoversity or Bombay 

Dissecting the Tamil Ethos 

Even the general reader, with a li­
mited !nterest in its Tamil theme. may 
find th1s book enlightening for its treat­
men.t of ethnicity. Starting with his de­
finauon of culture as "a repertoire of 
symbols," the author describes elabor­
ately his conviction that ''all humans 
participate in the construction of ethnic 
identity systems." It follows then, that 
some groups formulate their systems 
more strongly than others. In appropri­
ate historical circumstanc~s. they de­
velop "revitalisation movements." 

As indicated ~y the sub-title, the book 
deals with Tamil cultural history, social 
order. literary tradition, the Dravidian 
movement, the village as a special set­
ting f~r ethnic concepts in practice, and 
what 1s called their "dramatisation'' in 
response to timebound as well as well 
as timeless needs. Granting that there 
are universal elements in ethnic identity 
systems, " the systems themselves are 
parochial." It is the nature of this 
parochialism in the Tamil context that is 
the book's main subject: 

In the Introduction, the author identi­
fies .~ree symbols in the Tamil literary 
tradition: language purity, chastity, the 
land; and three others in the village : the 
mother goddess, the central house, the 
council of elders. These symbols have 
"endured for millenia." The first three of 
them are discussed in chapter four, and 
the other three in chapter five as exem­
plified in the 20th century Dravidian 
movement 

CASTE, NATIONAUSM AND 
ETHNICilY : An Interpretation of 
Tamil Cultural History and Social 
Order by J . Pandian; Popular Pra­
kashan, Bombay: Pp.170; Rs. lSO. 

, ~he aut~or surprised this reader by 
'-hllllul.l!:J l11dl J,e !Jdtc:vts 11 1 tht: f.Jdr . 
suno~1ous use of schol\lrly vocabulary, 
wh1le 1n fact he uses it qUite freely. He 
stutes thdl his book was written out ot 
frustration with the terms used " in Indi­
an scholarship and at the confusions 
they have engendered ... I found no justi-

fic~tion for this self-laudatory belief, 
wh1ch turns out to be an illusion, parti­
cularly when the author adds that he 
had developed his "own cultural 
system." 

Again, at one point. it is announced 
that "social scientists should be com­
mitted lo exploring the positive as weJI 
as the negative function of symbols." 
This seem s to imply that they normally 
define and discuss only the latter. In the 
second chapter, though, on ''Hindu So­
cial Order. Brahmanical Priesthood and 
Sanskritisation," a dissenting line is 
offered which is well worth studying. Re­
f~ting the view point of many disting­
Uished authorities in the field, the au­
thor asserts that "there are no identifi­
able cultural forms that constitute a dis­
tinguishable Sanskrltic system ... 

He adds vehem ently: 
"Sanskritic tradition is not an ontolo­
gical realll¥. Ally cultural form can be 
considered Sanskritic. Economic 
and political power largely determine 
and define what should be consi­
dered Sanskritic: depending on how 
a cultural form is conceptualised by 
the believers. any cultural trait can be 
considerd Sanskritic." (P.32) 

While this illustrates the author's 
tendency to exaggerate and to be reck­
less instead of being balanced and per­
suasive. it does demonstrate that he has 
his own perspective on the subject In 
every chapter, apart from the range of 
data assembled. of great interest in it­
self, there are major as well as marginal 
views likely to be found provocative by 
most readers. They should be taken 
seriously because they are based on 
some fieldwork in addition to the re­
levant studies. An unusual Appendix 
consists of notes and essays by stu­
dents of a Tamil Nadu Public school, 
contr~stina the culture of India with 
the1r own culture in relation to impor­
tant values and beliefs. Many of the con­
victions expressed even if naive and dis· 
concerting, affirm the hature and power 
of Tamil ethnicity. 

Nisslm Ezekiel 
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Analysing Indian Economic Policy 

An important feature of the discus­
sions on the Indian Economy since the 
eighties is their complete uprooting 
from ideological moorings. The Liberal 
enthusiasm on Lhe one hand and the 
Socialist admonition on the other which 
dominated writings on Indian economy 
in the fifties and sixties have almost en­
tirely been forgotten with the coming of 
the New Economic Policy. 

Mr, D.N. Patodia's Winds of Change 
typifies the advantages and drawbacks 
of this new kind of writing and writers. 
At the outset it must be said. to the cre­
dit of Mr. Patodia and those like him, 
that introspecting and analysing one's 
profession and environment is not only 
a commendable intellectual exercise 
but also an extremely useful one. As an 
industrialist and a President of FICCI, 
his views are enlightening and even 
necessary to students of the subject, as 
also to the government. the planners 
and indeed to the business community 
itself. 

He begins with a few panoramic 
chapters that at a macro level, trace the 
fundc. .. 1ental problems of the Indian 
economy and then goes on to analyse 
key areas viz., the private corporate sec­
tor. the public sector, the small scale 
sector, agriculture, exports, trade, ener­
gy etc., 

His analysis of the problems that be­
set the economy viz., the cascading 
taxes, the resource crunch, the high 
cost of credit, the poor and eroding in­
fra-structure and the falling productivity 
of capital and labour are informative. 
The chapter that analyses trade is parti­
cularly brilliant. One or two points that 
Mr. Patodia makes are note-worthy. For 
instance, his observation that whenever 

WINDS OF CHANGE- New Econo­
mic Challenges by D.N. Patodja; 
Allied Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New De­
lhi: 1987; Pp. 121; Rs. 125. 

industry touches a 60% growth rate in­
ventories accumulate, is a discerning 
and significant point that policy makers 
cannot ignore any longer. Similarly, his 
observation that our R & D investment 
is so poor that even after ten years of 
imports we are unable to generate 
matching indigenous technology is an 
honest and harsh comment on his own 
community. 

Yet. Mr. Patodia·s panacea to almost 
all ills is to turn the economy over to the 
private sector. Indeed, the book, at 
several points seems to be almost an 
unbalanced plea for more liberalisation 
without any concern whatsoever for the 
ills of this elitist consumer-oriented 
growth. He speaks fondly of cutting 
taxes and easily blames the fiscal struc­
ture for the huge parallel economy. 
Apparently, in his view business has not 
even a responsibility to be honest 

One up for the 'Idiot Box' 

Perhaps Orc;on Welles echoed the 
sentiments of scores of T.V. viewers 
accurately when he said, "I hate T.V. I 
hate it as much as I hate peanuts. But I 
cannot stop eating peanuts''. So also a 
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ma1ontv of viewers This elertTOnic 
medium with the suppott ol btg bust­
ness has become respectable. The 
'idiot box' is gradually gaining recogni­
tion as a pseudo-intellectual box. ll also 

The prime problem of the economy 
is not merely its high cost structure but '­
the lack of demand, as Mr Patodia him-
self admits. Naturally the concern of the 
government should be to alleviate 
poverty and generate employment so 
that purchasing power is disseminated 
to the rural millions. But such questions 
like those on equality, income distribu­
tion and employm~nt are completely 
ignored by Mr. Patodia. In fact he bluntly 
admits that Indian labour should not ex­
pect the manufacturing sector to em­
ploy all of it. but must concentrate on _ 
down-stream activities. In reality the In­
dian economy has woefully failed to 
employ its millions and this is its fun­
damental failure. For, this widespread 
unemployment ensures the perpetua­
tion of poverty on the one hand and the 
steep vertical mobility of a very small 
urban industrial core. On this seminal 
paradox. not merely Indian Bus!ness, 
but the entire new generation of econo­
mic thinkers is virtually bankrupt 

When it comes to micro questions, 
however, Mr. Patodia is at his very best. 
The book has a fund of suggestions on 
improving exports. energy conserva­
tion, FERA deregulations. co-operation 
in Indo-U.S., Indo-Soviet and Indo­
Japanese trade and collaborative pro­
jects. There is also a brilliant chapter 
entitled The Third Industrial Revolu­
tion', which gives the book a certain 
depth and perception. These sugges­
tions and .prescriptions alone make the 
book a valuable buy for their relevance 
will continue well after this decade, 
which is in itself an achievement. 

Ms. Lata Janardhan is working on her doctoral 
dissertation at the University of Bombay 

adds to your social status. The costlier 
the T.V. set the higher you are socially. 
The neo-rich Brahmins own the VCRs, 
the upper castes the colour T.V. and the 
sudras the black and whJle. Gone are 

the days of public debate whether we 
should attend to drinking water on a 
basis of priority; all of us are sold on 
nuclear technology, space expansion 
programme and progress in our coun­
try, and T.V. is an absolute necessity, no 



longer a luxury item. 
It is natural that T.V. should attract 

communication research scholars in 
analyzing its social impact. The present 
book under review is one such serious 
attempL 

Much of what pases off as com­
munication research in India is highly 
mediocre, anti-intelligent and very dis­
satisfying. A study on the impact of 
newspapers on public policy, for inst­
ance would tend to end up in a summa­
tion of editorials that appeared in news­
papers. It will be an edited version of 
editorials. Otherwise the study would be 
packed with quantified data killing in­
stantly the interest of readers. Very few 
have been able to establish and study 
the link between communication and 
policy change. 

THE li'ilPACT OF TELEVISION ON 
VIEWERS by Andal Narayanan; 
Somaiya Publications, Bombay; 1987; 
Pp 159; Rs 110· 

The work of Dr. Andal Narayanan is 
however an exception to the rule. It 
shows how the spirit of genuine scho­
larly pursuit is not quite dead in India. 
This book analyzes the impact of T.V. 
on Bombay viewers. An elaborate ex­
planation for the reason for choosing 
Bombay. a detailed write-up on the 
methodology, a comprehensive survey 
of similar research undertaken else­
where and lucid explanations about va­
rious communication theories all form 
a prologue to the main body of the find­
ings. 

Using the random sampling method 
the author collected the views of 
selected Bombay T.V. viewers through 

a set of well-prepared questions to soli­
cit information about the impact of T.V. 
on social l!fe. 

Several decades ago Lippmann 
pointed out how newspapers tend to 
perpetuate the prejudices of the readers 
rather than educate and change them. 
But T.V. in India according to the author 
seems to have had a more positive 
function. She points out how T.V. in In­
dia has more or less been successful in 
removing prejudices against family 
planning. carried the message of social 
welfare schemes, advised people on the 
importance of public health and is 
acting as a conveyor of government 
policies. One wishes that she had put 
more emphasis on the last issue and 
studied it in full analysing the implica­
tions involved in a government 
monopoly of the media, in the context 
of freedom of opinion within this 
medium. 

The conclusions that are drawn from 
the study are interesting, positive and 
add cheer for T.V. lovers. Thus T.V. 
does not incite violence. In fact it is a 
passive medium. Most parents do not 
think T.V. affects the education of their 
children. In fact, most of the brilliant 
students are also those who watch T.V. 
regularly. There is no truth that exces­
sive T.V. watching is bad for the eyes. It 
has increased a person's commitment 
to the family. The family spends more 
time together now reducing outside 

A Biased Account? 

The study of caste conflicts and un­
touchability in Indian Society is· of 
perennial interest. The book under re­
view is an attempt to examine this phe­
nomenon under the rule of the Pesh­
was. The author, having described the 
historical background, social institu­
tions, customs and practices, proceeds 
to highlight caste conflicts and the 
problems of untouchability. There is 
also a separate chapter on slavery. 

Although the social structure relating 

contacts. It is also interesting to note 
that language is no barrier for the view­
ers and many of them view eagerly, 
programmes presented in other lan­
guages. This is contrasted with the 
allergy of many educated people to 
read anything in a language which is 
not in their mother tongue. Clearly the 
visual medium has out-smarted the 
printed media. 

But it is the 'entertainment aspect' of 
T.V. which is valued more by the view­
ers, than its 'educative aspect'. This 
point should cause concern, and all 
those who are seriously interested in us­
ing T.V. as a medium of education 
should ponder about this. There are 
many related issues which hav~ gone 
unexamined in this book. One such is 
the use of T.V. in propagating religious 
values which might weaken the secular 
foundations of our society. We have the 
problem of video piracy eating into the 
profits of the cinema. The most devas­
tating effect of T.V. is on broadcasting. 
No one listens to A.I.R. anymore. So 
also the tendency for people to read 
less. In the long run it will definitely 
make people lazy, go for soft options 
and settle for short cut methods. An in­
tellectual paralysis would result from 
this excessive dependence on th~ idiot 
box. 

Dr. M.Muralidhara ls a Research Assistant in the 
Department of Civics [, Politics, University of 
Bombay 

this Mr. Gavali blames the State which 
played a decisive role in the restoration 
of the caste status of individual perspns 
and enforcing the social code of con­
duct with an iron hand. Inter-dining and 
inter-caste marriages were strictly pro­
hibited, and often such violations re­
sulted in excommunication. He regards 
the notion of superiority, privileges and 
the influence of social maxims and con­
ventions as causes for caste conflicts. 

to castes and sub-castes remained in- Under the Peshwas, Mahars, Mangs 
tact, caste conflicts however went on in- and Chamars lived outside the villages. 
creasing during the Peshwas' rule. For Sometimes the Government even 
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moved the original sites of the untouch­
ables. For example, in 1989-90, the 
houses of Mahars, Mangs and Cha­
mars at Kataraj in T arfkanyat, Mawal, 
being too near the village, were moved 
to another site and the government 
bore the cost! Moreover, while awarding 
punishment to criminals, their castes 
were taken into account rather than the 
nature of the crime. For instance, in 
Sawai Madhavrao's time under Nana 
Phadanvis untouchables or lower 
castes like Ramoshis, Bheels or Mangs 
had their limbs mutilated as punish­
ment. This reminds us of Manu's codes 
and therefore, the author is justified in 
saying that the Peshwas' period saw a 
revival of a large number of old prim:i­
ples and practices. 

It is worth noting that the Brahmins 
seemed to be continuously engaged in 
intra-ca:;tP, or or inter-caste feuds dur­
ing this period, .:.g. Deshastha. ·versus 
Konkanastha, Chitpava.n versus De­
orukhe Brahmins Karhade versus Chit­
pavan etc. or with other castes such as 
Shudras, Sonars, Sutars etc. The au­
thor is not oblivious of the conflicts 
within o~:her castes and makes special 
mention of the conflict'5 among the 
Shudras and Athishudras. 

Maulana Abui Kalam Azad 

India Wins Freedom 

SOCIETY AND SOCIAL DISABIU­
TIES UNDER THE PESHWAS by P.A. 
Gavali; National Publishing House; 
New Delhi; 1988i Pp 186; Rs.l50 

By and large, the Peshwas' rule was 
known for the revival of many ancient 
institutions and even the institution of 
slavery was not an exception to this. 
Although the author frankly admits that 
the detailed account of the manumis~ 
sior. '::>f slaves is not available during this 
period, a cursory look at this period in­
dk:ates that more or less the rnanumi.5-
sion of slaves which was in vogue in 
ancient times was foUowed with slight 
deviatjons. According to iVianu, ''a slave 
could not have any property, the wealth 
that he earned belonged to his master" 
but during this period a slave could not 
only earn but he could inherit property. 

The slaves were often permitted to 
purchase their liberty. 

It is also important to note that the 
author seems to have tactfully avoided 
holding muslim rule in India as re­
sponsible either for perpetuating or 
aggravating the caste system. He says: 
"It is stated that the Peshwas imposed 
the laws of the Smritis and revived 
many institutions that were relegated to 
the background during the Muslim rule 
in India.'' However, Mr. R. K. Kshirsagar 
in his recent book on ''Untouchability in 
India: Implementation of the Law and 
Abolition," asserts that during the mus­
lim period (medieval period) the caste 
system became rigid and the institution 
of untouchab!lity was deeply rooted due 
to the indifferent attitude of the muslim ~ ... 
rulers towards the caste system and un- ' 
touchability. On account of this, one is 
likely to get an impression that the au- ·~ 
thor i1as examinE:d this phenomenon 
with pre .. conceived bias against the 
Peshwas· ru!e. 

JV',r. HA Cani is a L,~,1urer in Political Science at 
th<l Maratnwada University 

The complete version of the. book which include the 30 unpublished pag•~s .is now a;•aih:ble. Not only have a!l the words and phrases 

of the original text been reproduced; the original tone and temper have been fully res•c• cd. The ~~"l now reveuls _that the controversy 

that has simmered for so long about the hitherto unpublished pages was fully justified. 

M~ny of us may 1\0t agree fully with Maulana A.zad's forthright viem on persons and events of the :period (1935-48) but we shall be 

compelled to a<imice anew the honesty and courage of a great son of U1dill , 
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This study focuses on one of the principal architects of this transformation process - VaHabhbhai Pmel i! reveals Patel's efforts to 
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