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A Festival of Tibet
in Bombay

Organised bg

The Friends of Tibet, Bombay

andthe

Office of Information and International Relations,
Central Tibetan Secretariat, Dharamshala

November 28 to December 3, l99O
Inaugurated by

His Holiness The Dalai Lama
Chairman of the Reception Committee

Mr. Ramakrishna Bajaj

PROGRAMME

Public Meeting
To be addressed by The Dalai Lama
Bhavan's Sabhagriha, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan - November 28
Orgarised by: The Hindustani Andolan

Exhibitions
To be inaugurated byThe Dalai Lama

Tibetan Culture

Prince of Wales Museum, November 29 - December 30, 1990

Tibetan History
Stuttgart Hall, Max Mueller Bhavan, November 29 - December 3, 1990

Tibetan Dances
Experimental Theatre, National Centre for the Performirrq Arts on Novenrber 30
Bhavan s Sabtragr iha, Bharatiya'v'idya Bhavan on December I

Prince of Wales Museum on December i3

ln addition the following are also being planned:

- a seminar on the Future of Tibet

- a seminar on the Tibetan medicine and a 3-4 day clinic attended by the personal
physician to the Dalai Lama.

We invite you to participate in the Festival - a tribute to the courageous people of
Tibet and our homage to a great culture based on the Buddhist philosophy. You can
assist by (a) helping in its organisations and (b) securing advertisements for a souvenir to
be published the proceeds of which will go to meet a part of the festival expenses (or in
any other way you think you can).

Plcase urite or telephone:

.-..V. Raitr. Convennr [:riendq 'f 
-r;t''-', ?.,...-'r.

C/o lhe Democratic Research Service
4th floor, MancekjiWadia Building
127, Mahatma Candhi Road
Bombay 400 001
Phone 273914
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The winds of change that have swept across Europe and the Soviet Union have had no
effect whatsoever on lndia. The non-Congress National Front government was expected to
depart from the discredited policies and pattern of governing of its predecessor. Nothing of
the kind has happened.

A case in point is Kashmir. Holding on to the now outmoded idea of national sovereignty
we continue with our policy of hanging on to a state with armed force. -q, fr,--

At a recent seminar in which several eminent persons from various professions got
together to discuss the problem, there was a general feeling that it was time to explore new
initiatives and the need to educate public opinion on both sides of the border on the facts of
the case and to compel both governrnents to change their policy. We report in detail on the
proceedings of this seminar.

We wonder if this method - of holding seminars to elicit a cross section of opinion and
then publishing it - appeals to you. lf it does, would you like to attend such discussions in
the future? We realise this would mainly benefit our Bombay subscribcrs. We would
however be delighted if those in cities and towns outside Bombay can join us, if they feel the
time and travel expense worth the effort.

The judiciary, one of the last remaining bastions of our society to which we as citizens turn
to for succour has not proved immune to the prevailing mood of corrudtion. The Bombay
High Court was recently rocked by scandals that sent shivers down the spine of every citizen

- not lawyers alone. An eminent constitutional expert, a university teacher and a freelance
journalist discuss the issue.

By a happy coincidence we received assessments of three eminent men in three
continents, who each in their own way left behind lasting contributions - Sardar Patel the
doer; Boris Pasternak the poet and author of Dr. Zhivago and Walter Lippmann the
philosopher-journalist.

And to turn to a mundane matter - may we once again request you to send us names
with addresses of your friends to whom we could mail copies of. Freedom First with your
compliments and invite them to subscribe to our journal.
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''Tlrc dt:cp /noans round tuitJt
'Ii.s not too late to seek a

ln my opinion, the most backward class in India are our
politicians.

Minoo Masani,The lndepen denl, December 24, 1989

Ask your MPs and Mlls to resign. If they don't agree
douse them with kerosene and set them on fire.

Mahendra Tikait at the Boat Club rally on October 2.

Reject casteism publicly, Balasaheb, you alone are the
present day Shankaracharya.

Vasant Sathe to Bal Thackerey,The lndependent, October 7

Devi Lal can be a Charan Singh only if V.P. Singh turns
out to be a Morarji o"Tl'""0 

K. sahay, Frontrine,August r B

The system is rapidly breaking down. Politicians protect
and patronise thugs. Covernment officials behave like
commissars. Policemen routinely become law breakers.
The courts of law provide little or no protection to the
aggrieved.

IndiaTodag,August 3l

Don't blame me; I did not vote V.P. Singh.

Stickers on cars and T. Shirts (during the anU-reservation
agitation), The Sundag Times of lndia, October 7

This government is as much for liberalisation as the
previous government. But both keep the economy the
most regulated in the world.

Ralrul Bajaj, l lrc Ffularrcr,t/ ltirtes, (London), June 27

Our economy is like an aircraft on voyage with the
danger of losing all fuel midway.

S. Curumurthy,'\side, October 15

Whenever the country has been in serious danger, either
on account of internal turmoil or external threat, the 'Left'

has played a dubious role. Not much, therefore, should
be expected of them, now that our internal haemorrhage
has begun.

Sundag Obseruer, September 30

mang uoices. Come, ntg ft'iends
netuer utorld" - Ienn.qson

We consume about as much fuel and raw material as the
United States to produce half as much in goods and
services.

AbelAganbegyan,Eusiness /ndta, February 19

My inability to be a socialist came to me with my
mother's milk.

Helmut Kohl, Frontline, August 18

History shows that you cannot teach dictators lessons,
you can only defeat them.

The Economist, August I I

A free press means that anyone, including the rich, can
own newspapers. While reasonable restrictions to ensure
plurality of views are in order, there cannot be a
government fiat on how newspapers should run.

Nihal Singh, IndiaTodag,April 30

A government borrows in the name of its citizens, and
the implicadon is that it will raise the money by
impounding more of the citizens' earnings.

Hardev S. Sanotra, Bus iness World, June 20

Corruption in the upper reaches of the judiciary is
illustrative of the incredible debasement of our national
character.

Nani A. l)ali<hival.r, //rt: Turres r'l /.r-1i,r. _iui)' _)

For all those like Mr. Chandrashekar who would like to
'transform' India into an even more socialist society, I

would recommend a week's stay at the Hotel Rossiya (in
Moscow).

Tavleen Singh, /ndr'an Express, July 29

ln the recent past, 23 organizations issuing fake rnedical
degrees, have been identified. Eleven of them are in
Maharashtra

Y.P. Gupta, Inclian E-rpress, October 6
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A Grisly Price for Political Survival
To say that lndia is in deep trouble

politically and economically would be
stating the obvious.

While there have been no brave new
initiatives, the present government in its
bid for survival has resorted to populist
measures without giving a thought to
the backlash such measures would
invite.

One such is its decision to imple-
ment the Mandal Commission's report
on representation for backward classes
in government services. There was no
immediate demand, no urgency. The
problem has been with us and could
well have waited while the other fires
raging in Kashmir, Punjab and Assam
had been put out and the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute
resolved.

But no. V. P. Singh had to promote a
non-issue in an obvious game of one
upmanship. He had to score a point
over his rival Devi Lal. Not satisfied with
sacking him from his Deputy Prime
Ministership, V. P. Singh had to grab
from Devi Lal the latter's attempt to be
the spokesrnart ici the dorinlrodden.
Devi Lal was not wrong when he
observed at a meeting on September
12 that the government's decision to
implement the Mandal Commission's
recommendations
the farmers rally
August 9.

discourage
Delhi on

The country is paying a terrible price
in terms of human lives while these
gentlemen are busy seftling scores.
Young men and women, already hurt
by what many perceive as,reverse.dis-
(-llrlllllaLlwlr, lru\! Ld'\!rr !9 i,,! J!.'-!J !-

vent their anger and frustration in
scenes reminiscent of the Korean stu-

Freedom First 3

dents agitation in Seoul.
Delhi was paralysed for well over a

week with Mahendra Tikait's farmers,
(with a large sprinkling, no doubt of bul-
ly boys) lending a helping hand - for
any stick is good enough to beat the
government with.

With no solution in sight, it must have
come as a relief to the beleagured Gov-
ernment of lndia when the Supreme
Court bailed them out by directirrg the
government to defer till October 25 the
implementation of the Mandal Com-
mission recommendations. ln fact the
judges observed: "We make it clear, we
expect the law and order situation
would immediately irnprove".

As on October 4, 7 had died from
police bullets and over 17 young men
and women either immolated them-
selves or committed suicide by taking
poison.

Here are statements by two such per-
sons who set themselves ablaze:

"l have no regrets. I want to sacrifice
my life to stop the MandalCommission
report from being implemented."

- S.S. Chauhan u,ho died on
Septerrrber 2o.

"l hope the younger generation will
benefit from my sacrifice"

- Ramakant Chaturvedi who died on
October 4.

What price survival Mr. V. P. Singh?

SVR

Our Expatriate Comrades.

lapse of all their earthly belongings -all because of a demented politician.
People who had lakhs of Dinars stowed
away in banks were scrounging for a
loaf of bread. We, who in this country
have faced many a privation, must con-
fess that this was something
unmatched in our experience.

But what is equally distressing is the
apparent indifference of the lndian
people to the lot of their brethren. The
government could have done more
than what it did. Here were people who
sent us foreign exchange (and quite a
sizable amount at that) for nearly twen-
ty years which helped our economy.
Yet, in their hour of distress, no relief
camps on a large scale were organised.
It was left to a few kindly disposed orga-
nisations to help them. Whatever hap-
pened to the ubiquitous Kerala
Association? Why did they not collect
money and clothes for their kith and
kn?

It appears that several actually rel-
ished the misery! 'Serves them well',
seemed to have been the response. lt is
likely that they were not wise in spend-
inq their income when they came on
iroli.l"r;s. 3u'r i;t ;;r:rgc;rci':s do u'e
remembe: these mean things?

RS

On Bettelheim Again
ln the last issue of Freedom First I

had mentioned how much the world
had become poorer with the death of
Bruno Bettelheim, who was a guru lo a

whoie new generation. His name was

was to
held in

Never did the dreams corne.down so associated rvith the Ortlrugenic School
rapidly and so devastatingly. Thou- at Chicago and his books told us with
Jd'rur ur vur !uu,,!rr,'rg,, :--,.- *- ,,,,- V,--. ,,,-..,:.. -:.,.-. ''l . - ;. -':. 1 ' ':l- ''r
end of a couple of decades of unend- growing children. llis Chlldren of the
ing, tiring, continuous grind a total col- Dream has been regarded as a defini-



tive study of the children who were to
grow up in the kibbutzes. He threw
totally new insights into the importance
of fairy tales for the groMh of the child;
this again in a classic study of fairy
tales. Of course, the most studied and
widely read of his pieces was on how
he managed to keep himself as an
inmate in Belsen.

The International Herald Tribune of
August 29,1990, now shatters the
image that all of us have had of a
genial, elderly Nestor bestowing drib-
lets of wisdom and spreading good-
ness all around. His school has been
described by an inmate who grew up
for ten years within its walls as one
where Bettelheim, "while publicly con-
dernning violence, physically abused
children... (lt) was an Orwellian world
where mail was censored and conver-
sations monitored".

Hitting at the young inmates seemed
to be common. lt was not unusual for
him to "drag children across the floor
by their hair and kick them. He even hit
autistic children who could not speak
directly". More distressing is to read of
the total lack of privacy in the Home.
Often he "walked into bathrooms where
teen girls were undressed... Alida Jatich
said that Mr. Bettelheim once pulled her
out of a shower and beat her, wet and
naked, in front of a room full of people."

One cannot do better than quote the
last paragraph of the article."He had
seen himself as a tower of sanity with a
unique cure for happiness, but he had
often been depressed since his retire-
ment, especially after his wife's death in
1984. He forced many people to live in
institutional settings yet he could not
bear to live in a retirement home. Like
.i() rnilnv htrllies. he cor-rld dish it out.
t-.,ut lrc toulJtt t L.rire i[.

As we grow older we learn to see our
heroes in a new light. But the clay feet
of twentieth century gurus are indeed
most frightening. Freud has been
exposed for professional unethical con-
duct; one can never have any respect
for Bertrand Russell after reading the
account of him by Sidney Hook. lt is

good to learn even if late - for it breeds
in r-rse a healthv scepticism towards the
towering eminent.

Triveni
Freedonl Fir,sl joins others, though

belatedly. in felicitating Trit'crti, the

F7,r',1or;,. Fhsl -l

Quarterly of culture and ideas pub-
lished from Machilipatnam in Andhra
Pradesh on completing sixty years of
continuous publication. To mark this
milestone, Triueni has Published a

bumper Diamond Jubilee issue.

Triveni underwent several metamor-
phoses in its time and had a band of
enthusiastic suPPorters who were with it
through thick and thin. lts great days

were the forties and fifties when almost
every issue had something excellent in
it. To Kamakoteswara Rao and his band
of enthusiastic supporters the journal
owes more than its periodical appear-
ance. lt embodied an ideal of the impor-
tance of the lndian tradition and a sense
of fear and trembling that one had to
have in approaching it. Critics have
alleged that it was not hospitable to rev-
olutionary writings or experimental liter-
ary explorations. The editors were too
firmly steeped in the past to reject it; but
it has remained an important journal
acting as a clearing house for writings
that appeared in the regional languages
which would otherwise have remained
in obscurity. We do look forward to
many decades of dedicated service
from the journal.

RS

Naoroji P. Godrej
::

Mr N.P. Codrej one of lndia's enlight-
ened and leading industrialists, and a
philanthropist passed away after a pro-
tracted illness, patiently borne, and bat-
Uing for life for several months. ln the
manner of his death, he revealed the
manner of his living.

The welfare of his workers was always
close to his heart and not a mere slogan.
To few is it truly given to have practised

i il in iliqit .]lt j,:lv.Ill t,) rljrtijl il:tiiLrntli
purpose. To fewer still is it given to have
succeeded in it so outstandingly against
heavy odds with unremitting toil and
dedication for decades to plant our
country on the industrial map of the
world. Such persons are the salt of our
country, an outstanding example of
which was Shri N.P. Codrej.

Shri Godrej was easily years ahead of
our government in keen awareness of
the menace that air pollution poses and
in realisinq the urqencv of the need to
eliminate it.

rt- .r,,.lr ).. .t l,;..,.

inducing his workers to go in for
planned families and controlled births.

The best part of Shri Codrej's active
life as an industrialists was bristled with
strains and stresses, but he faced them
all manfullv, growing in strength, and
stature all the time.

He fully heeded at all time, as it were,
the poet's exhortation: "lf at first, you
don't succeed, try, try and try again".

S.S. Bankeshwar

Mr. Farrok Mulla
Another friend and associate whose

passing away we mourn with deep sor-
row is Mr. Farrok Mulla. Mr. Mulla was a
pillar of strength to the Democratic
Research Service. A gentle person
intensely human and always ready to
help a good cause, Mr. Mulla was Head of
the Public Relations Department of
Tatas.

He had an abiding interest in art, cul-
ture, painting, poetry and aesthetics gen-
erally.

Just a few months ago he telephoned
me, and while expressing his satisfaction
with the qualitative improvement in Free-
dom First" suggested we get together to
see what could be done to help place the
journal on a firm footing. Alas that was
not to be.

SVR

Dr. (Mrs.) Aloo Dalal
Freedom Flrst was remiss in not rec-

ording earlier the passing away, a few
months ago, of a close associate and
well wisher. Dr. (Mrs.) Aloo Dalal, Profes-
sor of Political Science in the Wilson Col-
lege had been interested in the progress
of Freedom First being always ready to
write both articles and reviews inspite of
lrcr lrcar'y'schtcltrlr: of ti.:rr:lrinrI att:i r':1r-r
curricular activities. Some of her pieces
were greatly appreciated and we cannot
but remember the enthusiasm with
which she always responded to our
requests. What evoked our admiration
was that she never allowed her debilitat-
ing illness to come in the way of her
meeting the deadline. We do miss her for
she leaves behind abiding memories
with her cheer and deep dedication to
liberal humanist values.

RS
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The Kashmir Problem

- Time for a People's lnitiative
Ihis ls a report based on the proceedings of a seminar
organised bg The R4j41i Foundation in Bombag on Julg 14,
1990

When the British quit the lndian sub-continent and handed
over power to the lndian National Congress in lndia and to the
lvluslim League in Pakistan, 565. princety states in the sub-
continent were given the option of choosing between lndia
and Pakistan or be independent sovereign states. The last
was really no choice. Geographical contiguity and the
communal composition of the states concerned were the
decisive factors.

The princety states of Travancore (now in Kerala), and
Hyderabad (now part of Andhra Pradesh) made a bid for
independence and failed. Another princeling, The Nawab of
Junagadh. sought to merge his state with Pakistan. The
people would not let him and he fled to Pakistan. Raja Hari
Singh, the Maharaja of Kashmir prevaricated. He obviously
prefened independence. But Pakistan would not let him.

On October 22, 1947 less than ten weeks after Partition,
Pathans from the North West advised and led by Pakistani
Army personnel invaded Kashmir and were knocking at the
gates of Srinagar. the state capital.

The Maharaja saw his dreams vanish in the smoking guns
of the raiders and four days later. irr a panic, signed the
'lnstrument of Accession' with lndia which rushed its troops
to defend what was now lndian territory. The raiders were
driven back and Srinagar saved. But before the raiders could
be thrown out completely Prime Minister Jawaharla! Nehru

took the case to the Onited Nations accusing Pakistan of
aggression. A cease fire was declared: UN personnel posted
to ensure obsiryance of the cease fire line and in the Process,

Pakistan managed to keep a part of the territory that
belonged to the former princely State of Kashmir.

Since then lndia and Pakistan have fought two wars over
Kashmir an issue that has bedevilled ri.latious betweerr the
two countries. Enormous sums of money have been spent
and are continuing to be spent in maintaining large standing
armies and acquiring a formidable arsenal of weapons.

The people of Jammu E Kashmir (comprising the Vale of
Kashmir. the plains of Jammu and the Himalayan region of
l-adakh) should have been grateful to lndia for saving them
from the marauders and giving them the 'benefits' of
democracy as against a military dictatorship - the main form
of government in Pakistan for the larger part of the four
decades since the birth of that theocratic State.

lnstead. the Kashmiris are shooting at Indians asking them
to get ouL The Indian Army is back in the cities and towns of
Kashmir battling terrorism led by a whole host of guerilla
bands most of them Islamic fundamentalists much like the
tr44jahideen that failed to wrest Afghanistan from the
communists.

Kashmir is burning and its Hindu residents have fled in
their thousands to Jammu and Delhi, creating, in the
process, yet another refugee problem and giving the dispute
a communal colour.

These are the bare facts. What went wrong? How did India
the friend become lndia the enemy?

Its a long and sordid story of political
chicanery, Iocal political ambitions col-
luding with politically unscrupulous

:, power politicians in Delhi; of large
scale corruption and downright dis-

'. honesty; of rigged elections frustrating
' the people's will; and of religious fanat-
i'ics taking full advantage of the situa-

tirtlr [.t; tit--ri, ..rr"ir .:iiJ-s.'fll,: rt:ii.,li - ]

rather docile people found themselves
handling Kalashnikovs instead of flow-
ers for which Kashmir is famous.

Promise of Plebiscite

, When the Maharaja of Kashmir
- merged his state with [ndia to save

himself from being dethroned by the
raiders from across the border it was
the lndian Covernment, of its own voli-
tion that promised a referendum. ln a

letter to the Alalraraja otr October 27
1947 Covernor Ceneral Lord Mount-
l.^.' . :

wish that, as soon as law and order
have been restored in Kashmir and her

soil cleared of the invader, the question
of the State's accession should be set-
tled by referendum." This was rein-
forced by Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru who in
a broadcast in November that year
promised: "... we made a condition that
the accession would have to be consid-
ered by the people of Kashmir ... We
.1,.r i)iai).lic.i. ii,ltr:n peacc artcl iaw, anri
order have been established, to have a
ieferendum held under international
auspices like the United Nations."

A provision, Article 370, was includ-
ed in the lndian Constitution limiting
the power of lndia's Parliament to
make laws applicable to Kashmir. Over
a period of time this Article has been
diluted but the fact remains that, at
least on paper, Kashmir has more
powers than other States of the Union.
Kashmir, for instance, has its own
Constittrtion

The promise of a referendum was
quietly frozen. Sheikh Abdullah the

charismatic leader of Kashmir was
jailed along with several members of
his parly - The National Conference

- for .reminding the lndian govern-
ment of the latter's promise of plebi-
scite. The Constituent Assembly of
Kashmir (set up to draft Kashmir's
Constitution) in the absence of Sheikh
.-\1.'.llrlirI trr'fir:'; rrrt i-. ,.,i,'.'
rated an Article in their Constiturtion
stating that "the State of Jammu and
Kashmir is and shall be an integral part
of the Union of India."

ln other words the Government of
lndia reneged on a promise given by
both the first Covernor Ceneral and the
first Prime Minister of lndia that the
people of Kashnrir would be given an
opportunity to decide their future. The
argument that as the Constituent
Assembly represented the people of
Kash!-nit ils r{r'r'l:rr'rrin^ ,rf t}r^ F;n-l;}"

of accession fulfilled the pledge of rei-
erendum. fooled no one, least of all the

i:{
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Kashmiris.
Opposition to a plebsicite is also

advanced on the ground that our offer
was conditiorial on Pakistan vacating
the Kashmir territory it has occupied.
This is a poor excuse for not honouring
our commitment.

Article 37O oI the Constitution
A section of political opinion in India

led by the Jan Sangh and now its suc-
cessor, the Bharatiya Janata Pa.ty
(BiP) has been vociferous in its
demand that Article 370 be abrogated.
Fortunately, watered down as it is by
various provisos inserted by lndia's
Parliament from time to time, Article
370 cannot be abrograted unilaterally.
It has to be approved by a Constituent
Assembly in Kashmir. Any unilateral
action is likely to be declared unconsti-
tutional by lndia's Supreme Court.

Article 370 was obviously an interim
measure to preserve Kashmir's identity
pending a plebiscite. For instance,
under this provision non-Kashmiris
cannot own property in the State. ln
reality this embargo has been flouted
by many from outside the State who
are doing business in the State through
benami transactions. Naturally this
had led to exploitation and one of the
many reasons for the alienation of the
local population.

Rigged Elections
Among the arguments advanced

against a plebiscite is the fact that reg-
ular elections have been held to the
State Assembly. Unfortunately, barring
1977, when a non-Congress govern-
ment in Delhi ensured free and fair
elections every other election prior to,
and after 1977 was rigged to ensure
that the Congress party with its allies
{'r'h^ !::;.t ch:nging from one election
to another,) secured a majority. One
cannot conceive of a better recipe to

The Kashmir Solution
The answer to the Kashmir problem

is neither a Pakistani solution nor an
lndian solution, but the one favoured by
two wily and experienced politicians no
longer with us, Ayub Khan and Jawahar-
lal Nehru, who did not live long enough
to solve the problem. This is indepen-
dence for the Vale of Kashmir under
internntional duarantcc in other wnrds

provoke the people's anger. The Con-
gress party promoted stooges, to keep
their control over Kashmir. Stooges are
usefulonly upto a point. But in the long
run, counter-productive.

Funds for economic development
released by Delhi were siphoned off by
these stooges to line the pockets of
unscrupulous politicians and corrupt
businessman. The economy stagnated
and the army of the unemployed
burgeoned.

Holy War?
Cheated politically and deprived

economically the young men and
women of Kashmir were easy prey to
fundamentalists waiting to take advan-
tage of the discontent ior their political
ends. A State known in the past for
communal amity between Hindus and
Muslims is now being ripped apart by
religious frenry. With a generous sup-
pl;' of arms irom l-'aki:;tar u,lro lrrr,:
also with undisguised enthusiasm
trained the guerillas, a variety of terror-
ist bands have turned the State into a
battlefield and would have the rest of
lndia and the world believe that this is a
fight against Hindu imperialism - a
holy war, a Jehad.

A Military Solution
Delhi's reply has been to use force to

put down, what is now clearly evident

- a revolt against India. Repeating the
hlrrndars cornrnittcd in Pr rniah rvhero

daspur and Ferozepur and behave{,,'$
with such brutality that many young 'i
men fled across the border into Paki- '

stan only to return as trained terrorists, '."

the Government of India sought the
fumy's help to put down resistance in.-i;'
the only way it knows - with brute.",
force. Most of the lndian soldiers do not .;l
know the Kashmiri language. They raid:: i
houses suspected of harbouring 'terro-
rists'. Not being able to understand the'.;i
local language they resort to brutality to"-:';r
e)dract answers. 

,,.i'
A Governor known for his reliance on

force to dealwith dissent and who had "
earlier been appointed and then .

relieved of the Governorship by the pre-.,*;.,,

vious Congress government was reap;Jn
pointed Governor by the present i"l
National Front government. Gover4of$#
Jdgmohan's appointment was a loud$F
and clear signal to the people of Kashi:i-.$
r.ir that the National Front government
too, like its predecesor relied on a mili-
tary solution. 1

Simultaneously, and typical of thq;xi1,

National Front government's policy ef' '':

being allthings to all men, it picked on .;*
the most vocal civil rights activist in its-S
ministerial ranks j militant tradeH
unionist turned railway minister, Mr.,'$
George Fernandes to talk to the various ,..",

elements in the State to seek a political. '
solution. The stick and carrot policy (in
that order) failed. Jagmohan who did 

_

nnt ar)nro\/p had his wav and Fernan- '

des was withdrawn. Again, to mollifo
that section of opinion which opposed -'

strong-arm methods, Jagmohan was

I the Kashmiri solution. I in an operation called Operation Woo-

I suiss Press Reuieur I drose, the Army took complete charge
L-- | of the border districts of Amritsar, Cur-
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withdrawn and sent to the Rajya Sabha.
He'was replaced by Qirish Saxena a
bureaucrat attached at one time to
RAW (an lntelligence outfit as 'popular'
with lndians as the 'ClA' is with the
Americans) and not known to take
kindly to dissenters.

As a result, today there is no dia-
logue, no search for political solutions

- and the killings continue.

The moderate leadership has been
sidelined. They have been frightened
into silence by the gun-toting gangs
that move at will defying curfew or oth-
er restrictions placed by the local
authorities or the Army.

ln such a situation who does the gov-
ernment talk to? The militants are frag-
mented. The problem is identifying that
group which is most representative of

the Kashmiris - if there is such a
grouP.

But before a representative group is
identified and a meaningful dialogue is
started, is the government of lndia pre-
pared to give up its parrot-like repeti-
tion that Kashmir is an integral part of
lndia and so on. To get sensible, mod-
erate Kashmiris to the conference table
it is essential that we do not insist as a

The Credibility of Civil Libertarians

The emergence and the strength of
organisations protecting civil liberties
and the democratic rights of the people
is a milestone in the development of a
democratic society. These organisations
are needed primarily to guard against the
misconception among the 'rulers' that
they, and they alone, are the repository of
the people's faith - even if they are
elected with a minority of votes as all the
ruling parties in lndia have been till date.
The rulers tend to ride roughshod over
their opponents and brook no opposition
to what they claim to do in the so-called
national interest. ln the process even stat-
utory boundaries of Constitution and law
are infringed without compunction. ln
such a situaton, organisations like the
PUCL and PODR (People's Union of Civil
Liberties, People's Union of Democratic
Rights) can perform the role of watch-
dogs and, despite their lack of power,
emerge as conscience - keepers of the
country.

Such a task was cut out for these orga-
nisations during the dark days of the
'emergency'. It was expected that from a
modest beginning during the emergency
days, when their need was underscored,
these organisations would come into
their own in the following years. The
expectation has been belied, not because
of 'rhcir irractivitv but cju.: to irvl.,.'r -ai:iir il
and indiscriminate selection of issues. lt
is axiomatic that these organisations
should always be suspicious of the estab-
lishment but it militates against reason if
they become mere accusers, pre-
determined to find faultwith the adminis-
hation. lf their findings have to have
credibility, their reports should be bal-
anced and at least present both sides of
the story in any complaint. Their conclu-
sions would then be more judicious and
easier to accept. At present, their reports
are a litany of compiaints against the
police and the administration. The com-
^l-i--+-....,, 

!- L.
a. ri.. , .v , 

-. .J Y-..*'. ._

fact 
- finding enquiry should present all

the facts and not merely selective ver-

sions. The PUCL and the PUDR should at
least care to explain the background to
the complaints and study why the police
or the administration had resorted to
punitive action in the first place. So far,
PUCL reports read as if police repres-
sions have taken place in a vacuum and
that there was no cause and effect expla-
nation available. The police and security
forces are made to look like trigger hap-
py villains who had no other purpose in
life than harassing the innocent. The
reports are in shades of absolute black
and stark white, with the establishment
being presented in the blackest of black
colours.

The Kashmir report of the PUCL has
come under severe criticism mainly
because it ignores the ground situation
created by the terrorists. The same is the
case in the Punjab and Andhra Pradesh.
The PUCL is doing a disservice to itself
by appearing to be totally one-sided.
While reading the report, one is disturbed
by the feeling that very important ele-
ments are missing. There are no answers
to any questions. The why of the occu-
rences cry out to be answered. While the
administration is suspect in the eyes of
the people and cannot be relied upon to
give out the whole truth, the PUCL
shorrld not swincl to the other extreme
.r,iJ ,rl;: ,.;rit' ilre ir:rlf tiuilr i;-rr.-r tllc oi.h-
er side. lt then loses its claim to being
impartial and just.

The PUCL's methodology gives rise to
serious misgivings about its findings. lt
relies totally on statements of complaints
and hardly ever tries to study a problem
in depth. lt may claim its task is limited
but such a self-restrictive endeavour
impinges adversely on its findings. Any
report on Kashmir which ignores the
atmosphere of terror created by the Pak-
protagonists, forcing thousands of peo-
ple to flee the Valley, must be seriously
flawed Thc viderr recordinos of the
mindless frenry of thousands of religious
bigots, shown by Neustrack expose the

agonising truth. The possible claim that,
howsoever true, this was not the point of
the POCL inquiry would, in fact, Prove
how meaningless the inquiry could be.

Besides, the PUCL has not been able
to differentiate between day to day
repression resorted to by the police and
the State to obtain confessions and
frighten political opponents, and a state
of conflict where the so-called victims of
state repression are themselves resorting
to repression as in the Punjab, Kashmir
and even Andhra Pradesh. Inquiries into
suppression of political agitations or
even third degree methods used against
suspected criminals etc. is a compara-
tively uncomplicated job but inquiries
into developments stemming from
secessionists' activiiles or from attacks
on the state structure itself are a different
proposition. The PUCL does not make
any distinction between the two catego-
ries. Consequently, the PUCL has often
been drawn into siding with one rePres-
sive force while challenging the other.
The POCL should be able to discriminate
between what is a one-sided repression
by a powerful state against an individual
or a group and a two-sided conflict -.
where the state is engaged in a batUe for
its survival.

I)r,re to ihc PUCL-.s frilLrri: to i'it.,'rrt-
tious and discriminating, in issue after
issue, its findings are becoming hope-
lessly one-sided. The PUCL needs to
change its approach if it wants to estab-
lish its credibility. lt has to judge if the vic-
tims it rushes to help are really the
victims of one-sided repression or they
are the victims or onlookers of a two-
sided conflict where the state itself is
victim of violence. lf the latter, it enjoins.
on the PUCL to be fair to both sides while
apportioning blame. Unless this is done,
we are in danger of losing a valuable
institution due to loss of it-s credibility.
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pre-condition that any talks must be
within the framework of lndian sover-
eignty - or our ownership rights.

lndia annexed Sikkim on the plea
that the people of Sikkim wanted to be
with lndia. lf that was so (it certainly was
not) then logically we cannot object if
the Kashmiris say they wish to secede
as they do not wish to be with India.

The fact of the matter is that no gov-
ernment in lndia will have the courage
to say so publicly because in their
assessment, the lndian people are
against 'giving up' Kashmir. lf this is the
case then the matter has to go before
the people of lndia. ls the comman
man really bothered about Kashmir's
status? Does he get all steamed up by
the very mention of an independent
Kashmir? How many of our B0 odd bil-
lion people holiday in Kashmir? ls not
the festering Kashmir problern a crea-
tion of politicians?

Put Facts before the People
Therefore the people of lndia need to

be told of the facts of the case and pub-
lic opinion organised to encourage the
government to start talking without pre-
conditions. lf we see what is happening
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
it will be ridiculous to think any longer
that a piece of land with a population of
around six million must be treated as
something that cannot be touched
merely because someone put irr a law
that it is a part of lndia.

That the people of Kashmir no long-
er want to be part of lndia is very evi-
dent. The question is - do they want to
be part of Pakistan or do they want to
be an independent sovereign state?
Why not give them an opportunity to
tell the lndian people what they really
want. And what is wrong if the people in
l, r; r rt :, :. rt,. i:,i i,'il.i,l,ir

from both lndia and Pakistan? Nepal is
a free country. Mercifully they were nev-
er part of the British Empire or else we
may have had a 'Nepal problem! We
have not always agreed with Nepal. But
at no time have they been a threat to us.
We help Nepaleconomically. Why can't
we visualise a similar relationship with a

Why are we Trigger-happy
While the whole world is trying to

change by discussions, elections, sum-
mits and all types of devices which
would stimulate peaceful strategies, we
have come to believe that only the bullet
can produce the results we want. Yeltsin
may challenge the very basics of Rus-
sia's cohesion. Maroaret Thatcher mav
send a warming message to lreland
Yasser Arafat may alree to talk to Israei,
the Europeans may put forward the
most dynamic strategies of change and
emerge as the most powerful countries
in the post-Corbachov world, which his
genius helped to create, but we contin-
ue to believe that force is the only
answer to our problems. We resist all
peaceful change, all debate, all alterna-
tives - we prefer only the jail and the
bullet.

ls it possible that the very fact that we
are overpopulated produces a death
wish? Only lndia and China now seem to
believe in the power of the state, the use
of guns. We shun change and believe
that this method of retaining the status
quo is hard-core philosophy. Or is there
in Indian politics a demand for non-
violence when you are out of office, and
a frightful desire to assert yourself with
the help of the police and the army
when you get into power? ln Pakistan,
Sind is being turned into a graveyard,
and the army and police is expected to
save what the politician has lost in the
power struggle. ln both countries the
army and police are getting dissatisfied
with this approach - which makes
them do the dirty work, and as a conse-
quence they are called dirty.

The winds of change are sweeping
over the world. They will come to lndia
and Pakistan too, but not before we have
realised that bloodshed does not solve
problems. lt creates them. lf those winds
of chanqe bvpass our two countries. and
$;i: C.ji)1ii1r-.lit lO Irr.li:i,,.tr.t ltoli'i,::, iri r:trl;
frontation, we will sanctifu poverty, and
raise anarchy to the level of the only
credible alternative.

K.F. Rustomji
The Ntemoon, June l9

when he found that tlre Soviet econo-
my was in dire straits and his country
could not afford to divert resources to
keep an army of occupation in Afghan-
istan. Should we not do the same?

The lndian economy is facing seri-
ous difficulties. We are short of cash for
everything. We have not been able to
provide adequate drinking water to our
people. Our literacy level is appallingly
low and public health care presents a
dismal picture. ls the government oi
lndia justified in depriving our people
of bare necessities while diverting
scare resources to keep control of
Kashmir?

Therefore, should not the people of
India compel the government of lndia
to go to the people of Kashmir and say:
We are prepared to withdraw from
Kashmir. You want to be autunomous
within the Indian Union? Or do you
want to be entirely free? ln either case it
is alright with us. We shall be happy to
assist you economically whatever be
your decision. Tell us what kind of rela-
tionship you wish to have with us.

Such an offer would electrify the.
Kashmiris. -fhey will be able to muster
courage to resist the marauding reli-
gious gangs from across the border
and the world will applaud lndia as it is
applauding Qorbachev for his
statesmanship.

Whether we lndians like it or not, the

,il;

!

fact is that the world outside views us
as imperialists. First the British imperi-
alists subjugated Kashmir as a part of
British lndia and now free lndia with an
imperialist hangover is doing the same
thing.

Pakistan's Role

Civinq the Kashmiris the right to opt'$
l-r. l, .r,:: !::r-r t ir: :;iso tcliing Pakisi.atit titai
they have no business in the dispute;
that it was the Kashmiris who sought
lndian protection against Pakistani- ,,

aided raiders in 1947. Like the govern-
ment of lndia, Pakistan governments 

.

civil or military found the Kashmir.i
issue convenient in their power games. i
While the world might sympathise with i'rr

Benazir Bhutto for the unceremonious
manner in which she was toppled from
po\\,er, let us not forget the frenry she
whipped up in the last few weeks of her
n.i-r... i-lirri..t.,iclril i\r,rtrti.inrr a thnrt-
sand years'war and so on.

ln keeping with its theocratic origin,
Pakistan's argument is based on reli-

.\:

,i.

free Kashmir?
even bear the sight of an lndian.
According to economisls lndia spends

TIre Cost of Controlling Kashmir a.ytlri.g-betwee' Rs. 25C r.illioir a..j
Helping an independent Kashmir's Rs. 5Ob million every day 

'yhich!!vt rvr ' ,J .' ,,.

the present cost of maintaining our the special forces and the subsidies
hegenrony over people who have tur- Can we afford this stupendous cost?
ned so hostile to lndia ihat they can't Corbachev walked out of Afghanistan
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Some Alternate Solutions
We are treating the valley of Kashmir

as a colony. As in an occupied country,
our soldiers want to shoot without the
magistrate authorising iL They are
behaving in a barbarotts manner and a
real reign of terror is being let loose on
the people of Kashmir, who want free-
dom. We seem to admire Yasser Arafat
in his terrorism. We seem to admire the
African National Congress and their ter-
rorism but when it comes to people
demanding their freedom from us, we
call them terrorists. We refuse to realise
any of their logic also. I am entirely on
the side of the people of Kashmir. I think
lndia is an imperialist country and has
no right to be there. However, having
said that and got the satisfaction of say-
ing it, I can consider three alternatives.

First is the present one. Iam ashamed
that my country is behaving in this man-
ner. Jayprakash once asked me some
twenty years ago "why don't people real-
ise that we are imperialists in Kashmir". I

said "because the lndian can only see
some one else's imperialism and not his
own". We have not even treated Kashmir
as a part of India. This idiotic phrase
'integral part of lndia' does not exisl lt is
just a slogan to justiry something that is
wrong. Kashmir is not an integral part of
lndia and is not treated like one.

lf the B.JP have their way by abolishing
Article 370, it will allow black-marketeers
from Calcutta and Bombay to buy up
the land of the Kashmir peasant and
commit genocide, which is the ultimate
in colonialism. I hope it will not happen.

The present alternative is not accepta-
ble. lt will not solve any problem. Shoot-
ing has never solved the problem of a
demand for liberty.

Germany went to war
1872 and once in l9l4

of territorv called Al3ace
1,,r ir:,, lrr,'lr si.l:.,, :-,,,;,

they must have Alsace and Lorraine-
Ultimately they made friends- Today
nobody cares a damn as to who owns

gion. But the religious factor has been
overplayed. As Prem Shankar Jha
pointed out in one of his articles, the
Hindu-Muslim strife that led to the
partition ,:f lndra encled at the Pir Pan-
jal. Beyond it layu Kashmir insulated by
natnr'(' fo' fr', 't- 

rr-rnnths in the r.;car r.vitl:

its own culture, food, languaqe. dress,
customs, music, myths and folklore.
Communalisnr was iniected into the

Alsace and to whom Lorraine belongs
because they have ceased to be of any
importance. The day will come when
people wiU laugh and say why did you
fight over Kashrfiir, wlrat was there to
fight over?

There are two'other alternatives to the
present one and I am going to accept the
argument of my friend Jaswant Singh.
One solution is of course, what I say,
leave the people of Kashmir to their self
detern'rination- That dot:s riot rnean
going to Pakistan. lt does not and rreed
noL President Ayub Khan once offered
flehru who accepted the offer that Kash-
mir should be free with the joint condo-
minium of lndia and Pakistan
guaranteeing the independence of Kash-
mir. Unfortunately, President Ayub was
coming to lndia in June to sign the treaty
and Nehru died in May. That is a histori-
cal tragedy, thanks to which the problem
is with us today.

lf I were involved, I would go to the
authorities in Kashmir and say "are you
prepared to repeat what President Ayub
Khan offered that Kashmir may belong
to neither lndia nor Pakistan, are you pre-
par.:d fior genuine freedom?" I believe
they will say yes because the people of
Kashmir Co not want to go to Pakistan,
they are not pro-Pakistan. We have driv-
en them into the arms of Paristan. If they
say 'no'you have done your bit. But why
do we not make the offer to Pakistan,
why do we keep saying they will say no?
That is because we do not want to pan
with Kashmir. But Jaswant Singh my
friend, has a very ingenuous answer. He
said to me, "Minoo, the people of Kash-
mir want Azadi. Azadi is one of two
things. Sovereign independence or
Home Rule. Why don't we offer them
Home Rule?

Wry back in l9a) I wrote in a book for
children called -Our Crowinq Httman
l :',: . l ).i. ::::.:',.: . 1 . I ' I

myth. Today it is one world. l-here is no
national sovereignty any more. That was
way back in 1950.

Today we are in 1990 and Corbachev
recently said to the Lithuanian republic,
why must you leave the Soviet Union. All
Republics of the Soviet Onion will be
sovereign. That means there is nothing
like national sovereignty. Corbachev has
pricked the balloon.

Supposing we apply this formula,
which Jaswant Singh advocates to
Kashmir. Kashmir should be sovereign
but it can be a part of the lndian Union,
provided you are prepared to leave the
entire gover;irrrent o{ Kashmir to the
people of Kashmir, keeping only
defence, foreign policy and currency. I

arn afraid the imperialists in Delhi do not
want that. Delhi must agree not to rule
Punjab or Kashmir from Delhi. ln other
words, lndia must be a real federation.

I was very glad when the other day Mr.
L. K. Advani of all people, said there
should be an lndo-Pak Confederation.

, Wonderful. If lndia and Pakistan can
come together on the Cabinet Mission
Plan of 1946 which Nehru rejected, then
the problems of the Punjab and Kashmir
will be solved.

Candhiji was once asked what is inde-
pendence? He said "the substance of
independence, not the form. lf I get real
independence it does not matter". That
to me is the answer that Kashmir should
be given the substance of independence
and then invited to stay as equal partners
in the lndian Union and I think they will.
I think the Sikhs in the Punjab would also
do that. What they do not accept is the
fact that Delhi has disrupted the autono-
my of the Punjab and Kashmir. What
they want is the substance of indepen-
dence.

Therefore we should, as soon as pos-
sible, discard the piesent policy of terror
and stationing an army of occupation
and think of a civilised solution on the
lines of what Gorbachev has suggested
to Lithuania. lf it is good enough for Lith-
rrania. it is oood enorrtlh for Kashmir.

Ivlinoo Masani
(Based on hrs renrzrrk-s at lltc Scnrin;rr ort
Kaslunlr on Julg 14, 1990)

France and
twice, once in
over hvo bits
,;, I I 1:1.qii11

'11Valley only after independence, first by
the Hindu Mahasabha and then insidi-
ously and systematically by the various
Muslim .lamati organisations. ln other
words reliqiorrs "rundamentalisr-n is nct
natural to Kashmir's soil. With proper
han,-Jlinrr th. citratiar i^nr rl,-i !iav,'l)t,;,r.
defused. .l-he 

frequent detention of
rnoderate Kashmiris" followed by the
represslve policies contributed to the

alienation of the population with the
Muslim fundamentalists finding easy
reception to their siren song of lslam
being in danger.

Alienation of the Kashmiris
\\/hilo , r;. ll-,p nn,. hanri rr,. :trp npr;pi

tired of sayinq that Kashmir is an inte-
qral part oi lndia, is the Kashmiri made
to feel he is an lndian? Asl< any Kash-
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Time to Re-think
What we are witnessing today, is an

cruption of protest against the years of
subjugation, repression, and Machiavelli-
an politics in the valley. Yet, elements on
the right are making out that the Kash-
miris have been pampered and
favoured. They point out that Article 370
accords a special status to Kashmir; that
by limiting the power of the centre and
giving more autonomy to the state
assembly, the Kashmiris have been
pampered (lt must be pointed out here
that greater autonomy to the states has
been a constant demand of all the non-
Congress political parties).

But, the much flaunted autonomy, has
meant little to the people of Kashmir, in
fact it has worked to their detriment. The
wide powers given to the state govern-
ment were systematically offset by the
central government which always
ensured that there was a pliable govern-
ment installed in Srinagar. Thus, the
autonomy was no autonomy at all, but
total control by the 

*centre.

On the one hand the Kashmiris were
never given an opportunity to exercise
their choice and on the other, they were
discriminated against constitutionally.
Betrayal has marked the relation
between the lndian state and the Kash-
mir people. ln the circumstances is it
surprising that substantial sections of the
Kashmiri people are today questioning
their forced integration into the lndian
union.

This is not to create a case for Kash-
mir to become independent or to join
Pakistan; in fact, the theocratic, funda-
mentalist Pakistan state can never fulfil
the desire for freedom the Kashmiris
aspire for, it can only enslave them. This
is to raise the crucial question 

- that if
the sovereignty given to the people of
lndia, and enshrined in the Constitution,
is to h.:r,c artr,, meaninn th.rt qhor 114 not
i;ii: i).-./i.,,. .--)i l'..,.,,r.' ..J\J u.,' ity,ru LJ

determine their own political future?

These questions cannot be ignored
any longer. lt is time we faced them
squarely. No doubt those who find it
expedient to do so, will continue to
ignore these issues. But those who wish
for a just and humane solution to Kash-
mir must address themselves not only
to the promises and betrayals of the
past, but more importantly, to the funda-
mental question that Kashmir has

the unity and integrity of its people/

"Vale of Fear"
Zahoor Javed's death made two paragraphs in the national press. The story

went along the usual Kashimiri-Militant-Killed lines.
Javed was a professor at Kashmir University and despite the mood in the Valley,

was among the tiny handful of young men who, till the end of his life, had contin-
ued to believe that militancy and violence were wrong.

On the day that he was killed, he had gone into Srinagar on his scooter to say
a prayer at the shrine of Dastgir Sahib. While he was there, trouble appears to have
erupted in the Khanyar area where the strrine is located. Thete was a shoot-ou!
according to the authorities and he was killed in the crossfire. The case that his
family registered afterwards, however, charges the security forces with murder.

His father, a winner of the President's police nredal says: "There were eyewit-
nesses to my son's murder. And they say that the CRPF stopped him as he was
leaving Dastgir Sahib on his scooter. When they began to question him he pro-
duced his identity card and said: "l am a DIG's son."

But they started beating him up and after they had beaten him for a while, they
said: alright, run for iL let's see how far you can run.' He started running but they
shot him before he could get into the shrine.

This is not simply a Srinagar phenomenon either although this is what the Kash-
miri Administration believes. Even in the villages, people carry identity cards and
there is deep resentment against the methods of checking employed by the secu-
rity forces.

On our way back from Magam, where two villages were allegedly burned by the
CRPF, we saw an interrogation in progress. Three men, who looked like ordinary
villagers, had been tied to the back of an army truck with ropes and between ques-
tions the soldiers would lash out at them so that they swung from side to side.

The Governor, Girish Saxena is a charming man who appears sincerely to want
to succeed in his job of bringing peace to the Valley. But it is hard to convince him
of the degree of alienation among the people. He sees the problem not as a mass
movement but as an insurgency and does not accept that brutality as a poliry is
making things worse.

"Brutality can never be a policy, but when you're dealing with tens of thousands
of armed men then some things can go wrong."

But when I mention the killing of the DIG's son, he immediately comes to the
defence of the security forces. "There are never any eyewitnesses in situations like
that" he says, "how can there be?"

A lot of this is disinformation, he explains wearily. The militant groups have a
very successful campaign of disinformation. He points out that the various civil
rights groups and foreign correspondents, who have reported on the'atrocities' by
security forces are, in fact, taken around on guided tours by lawyers and doctors
who are militant sympathizers.

Then there are the figures. They had earlier thought they were dealing with
1,500 armed militants, but have now revised their estimates to 2,500, with at least
another 5,000 trained and waiting, to cross the border.

Then, there are the killings and the arrests. On the border itself security forces
have killed 244 suspected militants this year and captured 680. Another 1,000
tr('r)!rl:l ir,.ii irt:ert ;trrcsted elser.vh,:re iit tir': \'all:r r:t 1 'l -' l'. llli '.: r' i I trt':::l'
bers of the security forces had lost their lives, of which 28 were J€'K policemen.
So if the people have their martyrs, the administration also has its own.

COURTESY: Tavleen Singh lhe Economic lr'mes, September 25

thrown up - ls the unity and integrity of plete in law and in fact, the other fact

ll'i:'i:"1::11'_ln:_'i'"i:l ff:i::i: :l:i.::: ::':::: j""::;J[ii: i::

Here the words of Pandit Nehru
(Speech in Parliament, 7 August 1952,
'The Kashmir Question' by A.C. Noorani)
himseif, though never taken to its logical
conclusion, by either himself or his par-
ty, should be given thought to.

"...So while the accession was com.

people of Kashmir -- if you like, to the
people of the world 

- that this matter

can be reaffirmed or cancelled or cut
out by the people of Kashmir if they so
wish. We do not want to win people
against their will and with the help of
armed force, and if the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir State so wish it, to part
company from us, they can go their way
and we shall go our way. We want no
forced marriages. no forced unions like

The Lawyers.Juty leeo 
]
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Re-defining Sovereignty
The Ukrainian and Russian repub-

lics have now joined the list of repub-
lics in the USSR demanding national
sovereignty for themselves.

Mr. Corbachev has very astutely
asked them why not stay in the
USSR and be sovereign? Excellent,
except of course, that this is incon-
sistent with the text-book definition
of sovereignty. What Mr. Corbachev
is rrou, saying is that the text-book
definition of sovereignty is complete-
ly out-of-date in today's world, and
that it must give place to the reality of
One World in which there may be
different deqrees of autonomy but
no sovereign Nation-States. lt is time
we too caught up with the rest of the
world, instead of repeating patriotic
slogans like "the unity and integrity
of lndia".

Minoo Masani

A Mockery of the lndian Nation

I may be lacking in patriotism or other
virtues, but it has always seemed to me
to be a lie to say that the people of Kasfr-
mir had already decided to integjrate
themselves with lndia. They might do go,
but have not done so yel Apart from the
quality of the elections, the'future of the
state of Jammu and Kashmir was never
made an electoral issue at any of them. lf
further proof was needed it has come in
the form of Sheikh Abdullah's emphatic
views who, to put it at the least, is as rep-
resentative of the people as any other
Kashmiri leader.

Lastly, if we are so sure of the verdict
of the peoole. whv are we so opposed to
, . r.,; :i,r ri .:.rJ'.irJ, J;-,i,,!,,it.1rl;ii' to relt-
erate it? The answer given is that this
would start the process of disintegration
of the country. Few things have been
said in the course of this controversy
more silly than this one. The assumption
behind the argument is that the states of
lndia are held together by force and not
by the sentiment of a common.national-
ity. lt is an'assurirption that rirakes a
mockery of the lndian nation and a tyrant
of the lndian State."

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN
llindustart firrres, April 20, 1964,

.ir . r :.i r-l 1,141^

Participants at the Rajaji Foundation Seminar on the Kashmir Problem,
Bombay,July 14, 1990.

Dr. Ramesh Babu. Head of the Dept. of Politics, University of Eombay; Mrs. S. Bahl,
Social Worker; Dr. AIoo Dastur, Former member of the Minorities Commission;
lvlr. Arvind Deshpande, Hon. Secretary, Leslie Sawhny Programme; Prof. Nissim
Ezekiel, Poet and Editor, p.E.N.; Ivlr. S.p. Godrej. Chairman of the Codrej group of
Companies and President, lndian Council of World Affairs; Mr. Cyrus Guzder,
Managing Director, Air Freight Ltd.. Conservationist; Mr. Yogesh Kamdar, Civil
Rights activist; Mr, R.M. [ala, Author and Director of The Dorab Tata Trust; Mr. Aziz
Iladni. Businessman; Mr. llinoo Masani, former MP, and Chairman, Project for-Econbmic 

Education; Prof. P.G. Ivlavlankar. former MP and President, Harold Laski
lnstitute of Politics, Ahmedabad; Dr. Osha llehta, Candhian Social Worker;
lvlr. Ramu Pdndit, Secretary Ceneral, lndian Merchants'Chamber: Mr. Jehangir
Patel,Editor,Kaiscr-c-Hlntl;Mr. SidneyPinto,Mr:rchanIL]ilriierilncl ircasurcr,
Democratic Research Service; lvlr. S.V. Raju, Secietary-Trustee, The Rajaji
Foundation and Edifor, Freedom Firsl'Mr. I[.A. Rbne, Lawyer and Member of the
Peoples Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL); Mr. Nitin Raut, Lawyer and Hon. Secretary
lndian Committee for Cultural Freedom;lvlrs. Malati Shriram, Candhian worker;
Commander Simons,.retired, lndian Navy; flr. Rahul Singh, Journalist and writer:
lvlr. V. Sivaramakrishnan, Associate Editor, Bhavan's Journal; Mr. A.
Solomon, President, lndian Secular Society; Dr. R. Srinivasan, retired
Professoi of Politics, Bombay University and Editor, Freedom FirsN
Mr. K.H. Subramaniam, Businessman and Trustee of the Rajaji
Foundation; Mr. J.R.D. Tata, Industrialist, Head of the Tata Croup of
Companies; Ms. Kamila Tyabji, Social Worker; Mr. J. Venkiteswaran,
President, Swatantra Party, Maharashtra.

rniri and he will say he is treated as an
alien. lf he has.to travel from one village
to ,anothei he has to take police per-
mission. If he visits Delhi he has to
report to the nearest police station to
register himself and report his move-
ments. lt is almost as if Kashmir is
:treated as a colony of lndia.

Just as there are reasonable people
in lndia there are reasonable people in
Pakistan too who are unhappy over the
turn of events and the continuing
antagonism between the two countries

- the main bone of contention being
Kashmir. Recentll4':$g journal Main-
stream carried an appeal signed by a
number of emin€iit lndians and Paki-
stanis that the peo'ple of the two coun-
tries should comE'together around a
table to disctts:; the Ka:;lrirrii J,;3lrl-;-r1
in the larger context of the relations
between the two countries. Such initia-
tives need to be encouraged and carr-
ied forward irrespective of the hawkish
position of thelgo.vemments in Delhi
and lslamabad. l

O.:Ot : lnitiative Needed
lo Summarise:

- The idea of the political unity and
intelrity of lndia is a myth. lt is a
legacy of the British colonial peri-
od. To sav Kashmir's secession
would mean the disintegration of
lndia is absurd.

- Kashmir is an extreme example of
the malaise that has afflicted the
Indian Republic since indepen-
dence. lndia is a federation but the
rulers in Delhi since independence
have flouted the Constitution by
denying real autonomy to the
states. All'states in India are, to a
lesser degree than Kashmir, vic-
tims of Delhi's policy of over-
centralisation. The answer is
therefore to restore real autonomy
to the states.

- The issue of Kashmir should no
longer be left to the government or
the politicians. The public should
play a greater role. They should
direct the politician and not the oth-
er way around. lt is time for the
,' j.\')r.. '. r :.1i.- tl'., irritiltir..t.

We have to convince the world and
Kashmir that we lndians as a demo-
cratic, decent cMlized people with a
heritage of which we are proud, believe
that the freedom and democracy we
claim for ourselves is equally the right
of the Kashmiri people. We should per-
suade them to stay with uS as equal cit-
izens,of the republic with the right to
manage their own affairs. We will be
happy if they stayed. lf not, we shall
respect their desire to be separate and
,\'tr* a,: f.i,.n,J,-

S.V. Raju
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I am askine the educated man
or woman7aho reads this: Do
you.loue the commollfolk of

our land, the men and"women
who swarm in town and
uillase? Do you loue the

lgnguafqs they ipea!,? Do yoy
loue thetr ways and mannersl
Do vou loueihe relision thev
belie'ue in, not lgokifig.upon'it

as isnorance but a{better
wisdSm than vour own? All

this loue sums up to patriotism.
Rajaji

THE LAKSHMI MILLS COMPAI{Y LIMITED

COIMBATORE 641 037



The Crisis in the Judiciary
H.M. Seervai

A very greot English Judge, Lord Devlin once observed, thot Judges os o closs ore no better or
worse thon the society in which they live, When Ministers took bribes, Judges took bribes. When

Ministers sold offices, Judges sold offices

Since the day I joined the Bar over
60 years ago, the independence of the
Judiciary has been a principal concern
with me. Iwrote on it in the first edition
of my Constitutional Laus of lndia
pointing out the painful consequences
of reducing judicial salaries of the High
Court from Rs. 4,500 to Rs. 3,500 and
the salary of a Chief Justice from Rs.
5,000 to Rs. 4,000. I pointed out that
the experience of the East lndia Com-
pany showed that when public officials
were meagrely paid, corruption was the
inevitable consequence. And, it should
be borne in mind that the salary which
was paid in 1950 continued to be paid
till 1986, when the rupee was worth
l/6th of what it was in 1950. So that, it
is as though judges of the High Court
who had the right to retire before the
Constitudon had been offered a salary
around Rs. 600 after the Constitution.
And there can be no doubt that almost
the whole Bench would have retired.

So we reached a position on April
23, 1990 which exploded in the Bom-
bay High Court like a bombshell. Mr.
Justice S.K. Desai and Mr. Justice
Madhukar Kenia had heard a matter

)iii"-Land had o;"; ;;";; i.;;;';,
35 days. The judgment was expected
to be pronounced on Monday 23 April,
1990. lt appears that Mr. Justice S.K.
Desai telephoned the Counsel for the
Respondents on Sunday 22 April, that
there would be no judgment on Mon-
day as his brother Judge Kenia wanted
to dissociate himself from the case.
When the mafter came along, Mr. Jus-
tie Desai announced that Mr. Justice
Kenia was not going to deliver a judg-
ment and he dissociated himself from
ure casc. urr tne lounsel tor rlle
Respondents pressing for a judgrnent
to be delivered, the learned Judge

exploded and in a highly emotional
speech explained why he dissociated
himself, and, unfortunately, he went on
a fast. The matter could not be left
there, and there were letters, counter
letters telling what had happened. A
lady appeared in the Case, it being sug-
gested that she had quite an improper
influence over the Judge.

Then came a very surprising move.
'Ihe Bombay Bar which had not shown
particular courage in exposing corrup-
tion in the past felt that a stage had
been reached when the rising tide of
corruption could not be allowed. The
question may be asked, if corruption
was rampant for such a long period of
time why did they not act earlier? The
answer given by some of them, quite
candidly, was that they lacked the cour-
age to do so. But the fact that they
lacked courage did not mean that they
would lack it when the cup was full, and
resolutions were moved, one in the
Bombay Bar Association, a voluntary
Association with no statutory discipli-
nary powers, signed by 1O4 members. I

had signed the requisition. The Advo-
cates Association of Western lndia also
::ri.rr',.:,j iLr,:li a tt:;,.tii.ttiurr 1t''f11-'11 1l',i:t>
asked, why only Mr. Justice Desai had
been singled out the names of all other
judges were also mentioned and sepa-
rate resolutions passed.

lf one or two or five Advocates had
said that they had lost confidence in a
judge, it is possible to say that they
were disgruntled people. The judge
might have criticised them for lack of
preparation or for an improper presen-
tation of the case. But it is qrrite impos-
slrrle Lo sdy t|tdt )uu Aovocates, sorlle
of them with large practice, responsi-
ble, respected and respectable would

join in the resolution unless they felt
that public interest required it.

A Fine Tradition
You must view this extraordinary

phenomenon against its historical
background which is that ever since
the High Courts were established in
India by the High Courts Act of 1862,
and the Federal Court of lndia was
established in 1937 under the Covern-
ment of lndia Act, 1935, corruption in
the higher judiciary was undreamt of
and was so rare that it could be practi-
cally ignored. When the Constitution
was framed that tradition of integrity
and the administration of fair and fear-
less independent justice was estab-
lished. A judge may be able or he may
not be able but he did it to the best of
his judgment and ability. And the idea
that a judge of a High Court would take
a bribe was unheard of. When the Privy
Council jurisdiction was taken away,
the Federal Court was given the
authority of the Privy Council.

The Constitution of lndia realised that
an independent fearless judiciary was
essential to the working of our Federal
'-- ,l\,,.ir r'';, I : ., 

' 
til' '; 1;,. ',j,-

er of provisiorts designed to secure that
independence. Then came the ques-
tion, which had also been considered
by the Covernment of India Act, 1935:
What is to be done if a judge misbe-
haves, and bribery and corruption is
misbehaviour, or if through no fault of
his own, he suffers from physlcal or
rnental incapacity? Such a situation did
arise in the case of a very disLnguished
iudqe _- Mr. Justice Imam who suffered
from cerebral haemorrhage, - was

',rnable to take parl in court hearinas.
Parllarnent s response was to pass an
Act whicir provided tlrat if a hundred
persons presented a petition to the Lok

.'f

'!i

: ii,li,l;l
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Sabha and fifty persons to the Rajya
Sabha alleging judicial misconduct and
if the petition was accepted, a judicial
body would hear the matter and all fur-
ther action is suspended. If that body
found the judge not guilty, the matter
ended. lf it found him guilty the matter
did not end there because judgments
can be perverse, judgments can be
actuated by personal dislike of the
judge who as a member of the Bar
might have been better thought of than
the judges themselves. But Parliament
had to adopt it by a two-thirds majority,
on which an address would be present-
ed to the President for the removal of
the judge. This was meant to be a pro-
tection for the judge from what is not
unusual viz judicial error or judicial
incoherence, because, as I told the
Supreme Court, they had reversed sev-
eraljudgments of the High Court saying
that they were perverse and that no per-
son properly instructed in the law would
have reached that conclusion. The
result is that there is at present no legal
authority or any person or body to
inquire into the conduct of a judge.

What of Natural Justice?
Now, we have been reminded that we

know so little Constitutional Law that we
have forgotten the principle of natural
justice. ln fact, we are so antideluvian
that we have reverted to the time of
Charles I and have been passing Acts of
Attainder, forgetting that an Act of
Attainder was a power which the British
Parliament claimed under its authority
to say that a particular person should be
executed on a particular day. Nobody at
the Bar has passed any Act of Attainder
or has done anything to the judge at all.
The question then is, what about natu-
ral jLrstice? I think that those u'ho tall< or
natural justice overlook tlre laet lir<ri

natural justice is a duty imposed on per-
sons or bodies charged with the legal
duty of deciding disputes between par-
ties or deciding questions which affect
the rights of other parties.

Natural justice involves the exercise
of disciplinary powers with authority to
take action injurious to the person to
whom natural justice is due. Now the
Bombay Bar Association has no Power
to enter into any inquiry. lf a judge who
is corrupt says, "the whole thing is a

consPrracy agalnst llle wlleil llc rror
been given a hearing, the Bar Associa-
tion has no power to call witnesses to

FreedomFirst I4

disapprove what he has said, which
power is inherent in a Club or in a trade
union.

How do we then confront a judge for
we have no power to inquire into his
misbehaviour. And if he denies the
charge of corruption, in that situation
natural justice must mean injustice if by
a bare denial a judge charged with cor-
ruption, can'establish that he is not cor-
rupt. This is clearly a misconceptiorr of
natural justice.

lf 550 lawyers, many of them in large
practice, respected, respectable, whose
opinion carries weight, say that they
have lost confidence in some judges,

A Terminally lll Judiciary

We are reckoned to be the most corrupt
country in the world - a shameful sobriquet
by those who have tried to unravel bureaucrat-
ic red-tape or brushed against our polluted
politics. The only strain we recognised as the
last bastion against this cancer percolating in
our national fibre was the judiciary. ln spite of
occasional rumblings under the surface and
warnings imparted by serious observers of the
system, the sores were disregarded, almost
with a dread of probing too deep. Now that
this cancer has proved terminal, affecting the
highest judiciary, one wonders whether thera-
py will be prescribed, or the eruption covered
with liniment and wished away.

The remedies will have to be drastic, but
before that a diagnosis is imperative. The sick-
ness stems from a combination of factors -poor emoluments and service conditions,
exacerbated when juxtaposed against earn-
ings of counsel, transfer powers vested in, at
most times capricious executive, and political
interference in the appointment and promo-
tion of judges. All these culminate in ensuring
the elevation of people with little judicial talent
and far dangerous with elastic scruples.

It is tragic that appointments to the bench
are treated as political dispensations to sub-
servient and pliable favourites. lnterference in

iJJ!r. ril! JUii!iJ,y Hi'.lr ioirrriritlcj juclgcs lrr:
had its own deleterious effects. This commit-
ment is translated as obeisance to the govern-
ment in power, and so diffuses the line
between propriety and impropriety, that touts
flourish in the corridors of courts, bartering
justice' for private litigants.

The same malaise is generated by transfers,
often punitive to bring recalcitrant justices to
heel. ln an atmosphere of tension and distrust
engendered by the executive trying insidiously
to provide itself an obliging judiciary, far from
what the constitution-framers envisaged, hon-
esty and fearless integri\,rvculd be the instant
casualities.

Manrrlr F)avrr Tl'r. I-1t' ivl.,,1,it1., l,'1.. 1

they are not referring to any single
event; they are referring to events over a
long period of years, for they will have
practised before those judges, and
been on one side or the other. They
must have won some cases, lost some
cases. Therefore natural justice would
involve an enormously long charge
sheet and it is absurd to say that with no
disciplinary powers you can call upon
judges to answer the charges, if a judge
simply answers that these charges are
false.

Has the judge then no remedy? Well,
he has. An action for libel clearly has. I

would not advise any advocate, or any
judge, to launch on an action for libel
unless I was absolutely certain morally
that he must win, and so far as I can see
in the resolutions which have been pas-
sed a judge might go far and fare worse
by launching an action for libel. For if
he resigns or is transferred the injury to
him is great. But if he steps into the wit-
ness box and is disbelieved and his
masterful doings e(posed to the public
view, he would leave the Court a shat-
tered wreck.

What should we do in this situation?
When the Constitution froze the salary
of High Court and Supreme Court
Judges it sowed the seeds of corrup-
tion. And do not forget that from 1950
to 1986 the salaries were frozen. From
1950 to 1986, broadly speaking, we
were unable to recruit judges of charac-
ter and understanding. Mr. Justice Tul-
zapurkar said openly, before the salary
scales were revised, that we will not get
even third class judges, because when
all is said and done, judges have
responsibilities to their wives, to their
children for their education, medical
treatment and the like, and that the
temptation to be corrupt is overwhelm-
irtcl Tirirt,-r. lt;ivi: iitrl-.ie,',cd sirtce I935.
The present position is that the revised
salaries with perquisites in the opinion
of judges of the High Court can be put
at between Rs.27 to Rs.30 thousand a
month. And now there is power to
increase the allowances to keep pace
with inflation.

A Judicial Commission? Transfers?

It has been suglested that we must
appoint a Judicial Commission to go
into charges against a judge because
i.i re procedure of impeactrment is so
CUI I ll)tjl5Ol I lC Ll tdt lL Ldr r t al cl) a. 

"r,---.
tive. lrr the case of a judge who has only
four months to go before he retired,



impeachment is meaningless, because
even before the proceedings start he
will have retired - for the only result of
a successful impeachment is that the
President can remove him from office.
And you cannot remove a person fror.'l
office when he has ceased to hold it. As
to a Judicial Commission, reflect what it
means? Let us assume that there is to
be one Commission, (unless there are
going to be multiple Commissions).
Now a Commission takes an inordinate
.tinount of tinrc. ,A large number of rvit-
nesses have to be called anci examined.
Take the case of the 500 advocates
who are agreed that one judge should
resign as also four others who are still in
office. Will it go on for one year, for two
years? Will the High Court be without
them because they must be suspend-
ed? lt seems to me that so far as the
High Court is concerned the most satis-
factory remedy, if the perioC before the
judge retires is short, is for the Chief
Justice not to allot any work to him
because it is within the Chief Justice's
power to do so. lf the period before
retirement is long, then in my view
transfer to another High Court is the
least unsatisfactory method. But you
may say, you yourself in Sankalchand
Sheth s Case and in lhe Judge s Case
argued that transfer affects the inde-
pendence of the judiciary, and now you
turn round and say that transfer is all
right. What did I tellthe Supreme Court
inthe Judge s Case? I told the Supreme
Court that the whole case is being
argued on the basis that corruption is
the rare exception and honest and

incorruptible administration of justice
is the rule; that if you accept the state-
ment of the Law Minister, in Parliament,
that complaints of corruption, nepo-
tism, favourtism, casteism, against
,3,.'.liliiioirrl Il: ;lr C..rrr.'.lrt.l 1.:; I :r .rl i

ing in, their ihere is notl-ring to argue
because you cannot secure the inde-
pendence of a corrupt judiciary bY

allowing the corruption to continue and
if a transfer breaks down these undesir-
able connections, and thereby either
eliminates or greatly reduces corrup-
tion, then that remedy must be fol-
lowed. Theoretically the Law
Commission has said that if a judge
establishes connection in one Court he
can estabiish such connr:ctions in
another High Court. just as he had
ooflc llllll5 owll I llgll \-uulL. I llls r) Lllc-
oretical. A.ludge who has been trans-
ferred is put on notice that the

President of lndia, after consulting the
Chief Justice of India, who in turn
would consult the Chief Justice of the
Court concerned has transferred him
to another Court. And he is put on
notice that neilher the Bar nor the Chief
Justice of the Court to which he is
transferred will tolerate corrupt con-
duct. For, after all, remember that the
Bar to which he has been transferred
has no grievance against him, because
he has not decided cases corruptly
agairrst tlrem or their clients. If he
becomes corrupt, what the original Bar
did in the State from which he was
transferred will be repeated again. This
solution, admittedly, is not ideal. [f you
suffer from a disease, let's say cancer,
any remedy will be painful. The ques-
tion is, which is the least painful. So
when you are suffering from a desper-
ate disease, you cannot expect to find a
solution which is ideal or free from
pain. Bear in mind the meaning of 500
Advocates getting up and referring to
corruption, for it shows that they are
aware that the tide of corruption must
be turned back.

What of the Supreme Court?
What about the Supreme Court? The

rernedy of transfer is not available,
because there is no Court to which a

Supreme Court Judge can be trans-
ferred. So the only thing any Govern-
ment determined to put down
corruption would acquiesce in, is per-
suasively to tell the judge that he
should resign or refute openly and
publicly the charges made against him.
And if he does not do so, impeach him.
Whether you will simplify the remedy
by requiring a lesser number to present
a petition for impeachment would
require consideration.

Finallv comes the appointment of
1'.r,1g:s. ii, rl':>s ) ru are Jelermined -,o

select the best man available, irrespec-
tive of whether he is a Maharashtrian
Brahmin, a Maratha, a Muslim, a Parsi,
a Christian or a Jew, you can never
eliminate corruption. When I was
young and inexperienced, I believed
that this or that safeguard would avoid
corruption. But I anr convinced after I

gained greater experience that you can
never avoid corruption as long as the
Jr-rCiciary cr the Lrecutive or both can
say that X is the best man but we will
:r-.r.:ri'rt \''

And firraily don t forget that in a
country as great as the United States a
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book was written on the Corrupt Judge
which pointed out that by 1937, fifty-
four judges of the Federal Court of
Appeals resigned under threat of
impeachment for corruption. One
judge was so corrupt that although
when he was threatened with impeach-
ment he resigned, a brave lawyer pros-
ecuted him under Federal Law. He was
sentenced to jail for 2 years and fined $

10,000. And as he had corruptly invali-
dated a patent, the Congress passed an
Act validating the patent for the period
which had remained. So please don't
forget that a corrupt judge, if he
receives bribes is not free from a
charge in a criminal Court any more
than he would be free if, let us say, he
commits murder, or falsifies a register
as the Chief Justice of the Madras High
Court did to support his claim that he
had not reached the retirement age.
This is because it is no part of the judi-
cial function to kill people or to fabri-

cate documents. That broadly is the
problem.

We must not forget the remedies
which we may devise might snowball
and they may be used by the Executive
against us. The short answer is, that a//
power is capable of abuse and if you
exercise the pOwer in good faith and
rightly, then if that power is abused,
then just as we exDosed the judges we
will expose the abuse of power.

Secondly, so far as the Judiciary is
concerned we need not be particularly
mealy mouthed, and say that only four
judges are corrupt because we are
speaking only of the State of Mahara-
shtra. There are other states of the
Union, about which as Chief Justice
Chandrachud said that, we are living in
total darkness, and where corruption is
a way of life.

A very great English Judge, Lord
Devlin once observed, that Judges as a

class are no better or worse than the
society in which they live. When Minis-
ters took bribes, Judges took bribes.
When Ministers sold offices, Judges
sold offices. When Ministers used pub-
lic'funds on condition that they paid it
back Judges used public funds on
condition that they paid it back. And he
said that if therefore we say what is uni-
versally recognized that a British Judge
is incorrupt, it is because we say that
Ministers are incorrupt, and because
we say that the higher Civil Servants are
incorrupt. And the moral of Mr. Cecil's
tale in lipping the Sca/es is that integ-
rity is hard to come by, but that it may
easily slio away...

mR. H.Ivl. SEERVAI is the former Advocate Gen-
eral of Maharashtra and a distinguished consti-
tutional expert.

Corruption in the Higher Judiciary
Louella Lobo Prabhu

Poor remunerotion is no excuse for judiciol corruption. He knows his likely emoluments when he
occepts the job. lf he does so fully meoning to ougment them through corruption it is sod thot

such persons con monoge to reoch o quolifying position for elevotion to the Bench,

A judge confessing in open court
that he has been intimidated by liti-
gants in a case before him; a bag of
currency notes discovered in a judicial
t:.r ,.-.1-'::-tb,lr: I l.-..-.rrr1 f.--f ,-/t, i-,::
Liirg a .lucige reguiarly irr a iocal notet
and restaurant; a judge asked by the
Chief Justice to go on leave pending
inquiries against him; a no-confidence
motion against designated judges by
members of the Bar are some of the
scandals which have recently rocked
the Bombay High Court. The society
magazine Island (not usually a mouth-
piece of comment on serious issues),
riqhtly remarks that the case of the

ludge us the /cnrirrc lal,ale, has done
orre good thirrcj: it has lifted the iid on
<lr cilccl ul tl lc PuullL Oollldltl, Ilollildliy
regarded as saclosattct. One wonders
why?

f:ri'tclrtn ['irsl l6

Hallowed Institution
This may be because the position of

a judge sets him apart from other peo-
ple. The institution is as old as record-'r, .' ; ,

Code of Hammurabi, which obviously
required judicial personnel to imple-
ment and interpret it. The Bible has an
entire "Book of Judges" devoted to it.
To be a judge in lsrael, was almost akin
to being ruler, or prophet 

- the three
roles which dominated the lives of "The
Chosen People". Roman and then
Anglo Saxon Law; later, political theo-
rists and theory, see the judiciary as an
important arm of the State: one which
should be kept separate, accordinq to
Mnnte"o' tiet r.

Decline and Fall
lmmediately after independcncc

careful methods for selecting judges
did result in the recruitment of judges
with an impeccable record of judicial
integrity. But the alteration of this hap-

. ..,. r,r 1.. ,.rLre,l ill;,r'...;ir ,r

series ot steps, some taken by Mrs.
Candhi, and others by members of the
judicial fraternity itself. Excellent man
though he was, it was a wrong decision
of Justice Subba Rao, to contest a
Presidential Election as the combined
Opposition candidate. Mrs. Gandhi,
however, was the main instrument for
the decay of judicial standards.
Ex-Judge, H.R. Cokhale, whom she
appointed [-arv Minister. proved to be a
pliant political hack, who presided over
some flaqranr eonfrontations bcf,r'een
tne trecutrve ancl the Judiciary. lt was
during !lrs. Candhi's regime, that the
concept of a committed" judiciary



arose, the "commitment" being not to
the Constitution and the norms of judi-
cial status, but to the socio-political
philosophy of the government in pow-
er. The supercession of an incumben'r
for the seat of the Chief Justice in the
Supreme Court; the use of transfer as a
political weapon against judges who
did not sing the governrnent"s tune,
began io fill even the Supreme Court,
let alone the High Courts, with less tlran
ideal candidates - for offices crucial to
a nation's legal and corrstitutiorral
health. Whereas in the '50s and'60s , a
verdict by a Supreme Court.ludge sit-
ting on a Commission would have
demanded respect and received it,
Commissions of lnquiry manned by
Judges of the High Court, or the
Supreme Court, are now openly
attacked as political. Even the judges
thus castigated, do not think it worth-
while to seriously refute such allega-
tions!
lntellectual Corruption

Judges, like politicians, play to the
gallery: Two passed as champions of
the underdog and became undeserved-
ly famous. Forgetting what the veriest
novice knows about the Fundamental
Rights and the Directive Principles of
the Indian Constitution, thev elevated

I ,nu PLrcHr oF MAcrsr**.
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I fn. corruption in the judiciary high-
i lighted by the recent scandals that

Nitin G. Raut

Most of these cases are adjourned as a
normal practice and ofterr drag on for
five or six years before they come up for
hearing. Civen the gravity of Criminal
Law, the inordinate delays themselves
amount to punishment, even though the
guilt of the accused has yet to be estab-
lished. After five years or so witnesses of
government departments are transferred
to far-off places thereby hindering prose-
crr'.ion an<l contribtrting to [itrthcr .l:i.rys.

ln the Cooperative Court of Bombay
the courtrooms are dingy, stuffo and ill-
ventilated. Lawyers and litigants have to
compete with stacks of court records and
rickety furniture for space. The court's
papers wrapped in government red cloth
are easy food for rats and termites. The
'Judge's Chamber' (if it can be called
one) is barely a 4ft x 4ft enclosure not
even enough for a judge to stretch his
hand comfortably to put on his coat.

This court is understaffed and over-
worked with a single clerk performing
multiple chores of administrative work,
peon and bailiff. Work suffers, papers are
in a chaotic state and obtairring certified
copies a nightmare. Corruption results
with 'speed money' exchanging hands to
expedite obtaining certified copies or
even locating papers. ln such a situation
to expect a stamp office or a library in the
court premises is asking for the moon.

rocked the l28-year-old Bombay High
Court has drawn widespread attention to
the steep decline in judiciai standards.
The situation obtaining in the lower
courts, as any litigant will testify, is equal-
ly bad. Here it is compounded by admin-

I istrative chaos-

In the Magistrate Courts cases which
bear upon tlre liberty of citizens are
treated in a cavalier mannef, not because
of dereliction of duty on the part of Mag-
istrates but due to lack of administrative
facilities. Often the Magistrate has to rec-
ord the roznama (records of the court's
proceedings) and evidence in his own
hand. ln such courts where hundreds of
cases are dealt with every day, the Magis-
trate is often engaoed in doing more of
clerical work than in carrying out his judi-
cial functions-

The workload of Magistrates is dispro-
portionately high thanks to our litigation
oriented laws. For instance prosecution
cases under fiscal statutes such as the
Income Tax Act the Public Provident
Fund Act, or Customs and Excise laws
number in their thousands because gov-
ernment departrnents which could deal
with such cases departmentally prefer
recourse to legal action.

tVeutt. ry hlt to /"k
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the latter to the detriment of the former.
The verdicts were verbose and ideolog-
ical, but short on law. It is also said that
the effective enforceable findings of
their verdicls were near zero.

Judges have also played politics for
re-appointment after retirement. One is
recommended for his gallantry. He con-
gratulated Mrs. Gandhi on her
re-election, and was known to be in the
frequent airport line-ups on her com-
ings and goings, complete with a rose.

Monetary Corruption
However, these lapses are corruption

in a broader sense. The money bag
found in the ante-chamber of a Bom-
bay High Court Judge, is the first glar-
ing visible evidence of money actually
changing hands to affect the possible
outcome of a case in Court. In Karnata-
ka, a High Court with which this writer
has had some personal experience, it is
whispered in advocate-client consulta-
tions, that the outcome of a case
depends on the Bench before which it
is heard. Advocates concentrate more
on manipulating the hearing of a case
before a particular Bench, than in
studying and presenting the merits of
the case itself. However, like the Bom-
bay Advocates who recently went on
strike to protest no-confidence in cer-
tain judges, Advocates of the Karnataka
High Court also, (to the best of my rec-
ollection), protested against a particular
judge. He is alleged to have given two
different verdicts, in cases which were
substantially the same in fact and law.
Only the Advocate presenting the case
was different. Was it friendship, or
finance which have tilted the verdict, or
both? Even if it was the first, a judge
must be able to detach his public and
private "persona", when he wears the
: ' ;: i t,.1..;.,i r'i,.., t;t.l r;r,.r'.litis iti:l

- literally - elevated judicial seat.

Whereas "corruption" in '.he wider
sense is well known, corruption in the
monetary sense is harder to establish.
One Bombay editor who made an alle-
gation about a cosy financial nexus
between lawyers and judges in respect
of accident compensation, was hauled
up for "Contempt". "Contempt" is a
powerful weapon with which judges sti-
fle comment on all that is rotten in their
rarified ranks. "Contempt of Corrrt", like
Parliament,lnl plivilpne" iq 2 r'11rr"r-pri

which needs to be re-examined and
modified, lt has curious nuances, remi-
niscent of the Law on Defamation,

Fr t,t'Ll, vrt f irsl I B

Courts in Garages

The physical conditions of 'courts'
militates against effective dispensation
of justice. ln some districts of Uttar Pra-
desh, a lack of court rooms has forced
judicial officers to sit in garages. To
make matters worse, there are no toilet
facilities. In smaller towns in Cujarat,
court proceedings are conducted on
verandahs and sometimes under corru-
gated sheets. ln the cities, court rooms
have been divided into two by a plywood
partition with arguments of lawyers and
statements of witnesses going on simul-
taneously.

The Kanakapura rural judge's cham-
ber in Karnataka presents a striking
example of the surest route towards judi-
cial collapse. The court hall consists of a
small shack, barely l0 by l0 feet. Dis-
gusted with their plight, the local advo-
cates resorted to an agitation for almost
a month. ln the co-operative courts'
premises in south Bombay, water leaks
in every monsoon. The court records are
kept in open racks and often get irre-
trievably soaked. Lawyers were forced to
file a writ petition to draw the govern-
ment's attention to this despicable state
of affairs.

ln Kerala courts there is a shortage of
chairs and broken furniture is seldom
replaced. Even at such a prestigious
institution as the Bombay High Court,
there are no facilities whatsoever for liti-
gants, leave alone the press. Entreaties
by reporters to the chief justice that they
be provided with at least a few chairs
have invariably brought forth the help-
less shrug.

COURTESY: The Times of ldnia

hence the concept, "the greater the
truth, the greater the 'contempt'!" (defa-
mation!)

lietnuneration a cduic o. Cr.rir'upLiorrr
It is alleged that judges may be driv-

en to corruption by comparatively low
salaries, urs a uis the fees charged by
top-flight advocates. To the best of this
writer's knowledge, judicial salaries, like
those of other highly placed govern-
ment servants, have been appropriately
enhanced. Moreover, no one compels
a lawyer with a flourishing practice, to
accept the position of a High Court
Judge. Whatever the manner of his
entry, (whether from the Bar, or from
rr" ' '-': . -l Li .- l-,,., J--isrutJ u! pto-
motion or selection), the salary of a
High Court Judge, like that of all gov-
ernment servants, cannot be measured

in monetary terms alone. The hidden
perks; security; status; and retirement
benefits, add significantly to the mone-
tary package. Poor remuneration is
thus no excuse for judicial corruption.
He who finds the emoluments of his
position inadequate, would be corrupt
anyway. He also knows his likely emol-
uments when he accepts the job. lf he
does so, fulty meaning to augment
them through comrption, it is sad that
such persons can manage to reach a
qualifying position, for elevation to the
Bench.

lf it would seem from this analysis, that
no judge has escaped the demoralising
influence of politics, this is not true.
Three of the superceded judges
resigned. One High Court Judge could
and did find the courage to disqualify
Prime Minister lndira Gandhi from
standing for re-election because of cor-
rupt practice! A judge like Bhakhtawar
Lentin has given his verdicts in cases
involving key individuals of the State
itself, without fear or favour. One hopes
that some in this mould, who were
inducted earlier, will remain on the
Bench for a while. One wonders how
many new appointees will be men of
merit, or of politics.

Constitutional Shield
It would be nice if even the latter real-

ised that once in office, they are irre-
moveable except by impeachment,
and can afford to render justice, wheth-
er or not it shows commitment to the
appointing authority. Even if their entry
is through a political contact, their con-
stitutional protection gives them neces-
sary shield to function with complete
independence. lndeed, some com-
mentators feel that itrdrles ry1ai' fr.rnc-

r .l t-t."t'.:J',.: i.-,,,'ri reif
removal did not involve the upheaval of
constitutional impeachment. lt is true
that this process is so difficult that bad
judges can survive unscathed through
a full tenure. It may be useful to explore
alternative devices to oust the corrupt.
But the only hope for an honest and
independent judiciary, is to find men of
character. Do they exist? lf they do,
does any government want them?
These, are the million rupec questions
swaying the scales of lndian justice
t,:',J av

MS. LOOELLA LOBO PRABH0 is Associate
Editor of lnsight and a regular contributor to
Freedorrt Firsl.



The Common Man and the Judiciary
Lionel Fernandes

Whot the common mon needs is justice thot he con understond ond live with ond not some
obrocodabrothot is the preserve of on esoteric froternity.

The Judici.riy, like rr-rost other institu-
tions in our great lndian democracy, is
in a not too healthy shape these days.
At the best of times, the common man
is overawed by its forbidding remote-
ness, its quaint, if solemn, procedures,
its archaic language, its imposing
buildings, its time - and money -consuming style of functioning. When
to these are added charges of graft
among the very dispensers of justice,
the alienation of tlre common man is
complete. This unfortunately is the
phenomenon we seem to be wit-
nessing today.

Are We Equal under the Law?
Not so long ago, the Supreme Court,

the apex body of the Judiciary, held a
special sitting on a sunday, to hear the
Reliance case. Would this same
Supreme Court ever hold a similar sit-
ting for a commoner with little or no
socio-economic-political clout? Here is
a glaring illustration of how equalwe all
are under the Law and how even-
handedly justice is dispensed and is
seen to be dispensed! The common
man seldom features in the judicial
scheme of things, platitudes to the
contrary notwithstanding. The proof of
the pudding is in the eating..

When things become unpalatable to
ihe cornmon man, they are sor-rqht to
ue raiii-irlaiized, givcrl SJllle ovr'^. u,,

mystic significance, or simply juggled
away by the powers that be. Where the
judiciary is concerned, he is told that
for justice to be adequately done and to
be perceived to be adequately done,
time and due process are essential.
Time, yes, but how much time? A dec-
ade or two? Due process, yes, but how
long drawn out and convoluted is this
process supposed to be? The Rule of
Law is errdowed witlt sonre rnystic attri
butes to duly impress the hoi polloi.
n , , rt n,!. .r I

same thing as the law of rules? Does it
mean that substance is to be drowned
in form, basic issues shrouded in tech-

nical detail, or values obfLrscated h;,
procedural points? Does it mean that
the actual dispensing of justice should
take a back seat while the centre-stage
is occupied by all manner of legal fili-
bustering, albeit often brilliantly
indulged in?

The common man has on occasion
seen for himself in open court how law-
yers argue out their cases before the
honourable. judges. He is often dis-
mayed by the airs put on by these legal
worthies, even as he is baffled by their
legal jargon and miffed by the pom-
posity and thinly veiled arrogance of
many of the black-coated practitioners
of the law. There is of course no case
for tarring all with the same brush. Yet
it must be realized that a 'critical mass'
is enough for affecting the functioning
of the whole.

The Common Man's Perception
The common man is bothered by

certain questions. lf he is involved in a
dispute or has a grievance, can he
spontaneously turn to the judiciary for
redressal? Does he instinctively feel like
doing so? Or does he recoil? Does he
have the confidence that he will be giv-
en a fair and expeditious hearing and
that he can hope for justice in a sub-
stantil'e and not nterolv formal sense?
ilre gi-t;-i:"ci tc"i.l-i..,,,i -,, .1 l-: rritr,it-'r,
man is the true barometer of faith in
the judiciary. It would be both interest-
ing and instructive to sound out the
common man, preferably in his
unguarded moments, as to how he
feels about the role of the judiciary in
civil society generally. lt is not what the
framers of the Constitution deemed the
Judiciary to be as much as what the
common man perceives about its actu-
al operaiio,n tha't will detei-rnine thc
existential role that the Judiciary will

I i lll Il ,,,r:-., i.- -......-rl,,r' )
priced out of the reach of the common
man, the Judiciary will be an institution
meant for the uncorn[ron man exclu-

sively, u,[ratever the Conslil-uti.'ncl doc.
ument might say.

To understand the psychology of the
common man is not all that difficult.
One has only to do a little bit of intro-
spection and frank talking, while
exchanging notes with other common
folk. Such an approach might very well
reveal the following attitudinal profile of
the common man uis-a-uis the Judi-
ciary. He feels that something like a
judiciary is certainly called for in any civ-
ilized society. There must evidently exist
an institution whereby wrongs and
offences are kept in check, rights are
protected and grievances redressed.
The only alternative to the Rule of Law
is the law of the jungle. He therefore
instinctively accepts the role of arbitra-
tion and adjudication in community life.
But at the same time he feels that the
agency entrusted with this role, whatev-
er be the name it is known by, must be
accessible to him and congenial and
germane enough to avail himself of its
services. He does not react favourably
to an institution that is cold and heart-
less, distant and forbidding, though it
may be argued here that justice must of
its very nature be distant enough to be
neutral and dispassionate enough to be
objective. And the fear of the Law might
be the beginning of wisdom!

The Law's Delays

Again, ttre common man cannot be
enthusiastic about approaching a court
of law when he has to run a veritable
gauntlet of procedures that mean so
much time, money and heightened
anxiety in the present, while an elusive
justice may or may not be his lot in the
indefinite future. And when the statistics
of cases pending in the various courts
all over the country stare hirn in the
face, and he has to resign himselt to the
r',rcsib!!ih' rf iirstilo' beinq finallv donc
to him some ten to fifteen years hence,
his enthusiasm for this type of 'lustice

is effectively stifled.

Frcctl<;nt firsl l9



History as well as contemporary
experience reveal the record of courts
of law as a mixed one. lt is a mixed one
on many counts. In the first place, how
many wrongs escape the attention of
the courts as against those the courts
take cognizance of? And of those that
the courts are seized of, how many are
set right in good time? And how many
are relegated to the limbo of oblivion
and inaction? Secondly, what types of
cases are mostly taken up in right ear-
nest by the courts and with regard to
which type of clientele? ln other words,
what proportion of cases relate to mat-
ters entailing substantial sums of mon-
ey (which therefore can be pursued
only by the better-off sections of socie-
ty) as against cases involving funda-
mental rights and questions of
redistributive justice (which concern ihe
common man properly so called)?
Thirdly, what is the time lag on an aver-
age between admission of a case in a
court of law and its final disposal, quite
apart from the provision for appeal
against lower level judicial decisions to
higher level tribunals, with the further
delay that such appeals entail? Fourthly,
how much of judicial time is taken up in
legal quibbling and casuistic hair-
splitting as opposed to substantive
decisions involving normative and
value-based considerations? Fifthly, is
there any proportion between the
amount of paper work involved in the
judicial process and the judicial output
in terms of the contribution made by
the judiciary towards creating a more
just and equitable social order in which
the common man can truly live with
dignity?

To each of the above questions, a
positive as well as a negative answer
can be given, and it is possible for one
r: \.f :- ,lt:;1 "',r ;,1 ;,rj ll.li) rtl ls .ii,i.l ],-_],

ures to buttress arguments on either
side of the divide, which precisely goes
to prove that the judicial record is a
mixed one.

Equity over Legalism
What the common man needs is jus-

tice that he can understand and live
with and not some abracadabra that is
the preserve of an esoteric fraternity, He
needs a sympathetic ond huntane
agency to that end rather than a hee-
r,.rirra ! r'iriatl- rn .r" rn lnnr li.:ifnlial rr;rn

el. Tiis does not mean that iudges and
lawyers are expected to be soft and sen-
timental in administering justice. But
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in the absence of a solid substrat0m of
ethics. This applies to both bar and
bench as those who sit on the bench

what surely is expected of them is pro- are elevated from among the ranks of
fessional integrity and ethical sensitivity. those who practice at the bar, and the
Theirs is a calling to serve in ihe cause same legal inputs and milieu have
of justice and of the progressive gone into the making of both lawyers
humanization of civic society. This can- and judges.
not be done if greed ahd graft sneak Recently the common man has been
into the corridors of the Courts of Jus- witness to the unprecedented specta-
tice. Nor can't it be done if the dispens- cle of various bar associations passing
ers of justice remain hidebound in Lheir resolutions of no-confidence againJt
thinking and social attitudes, and go by certain judges on grounds of alleged
the stereotypes and biases of their corrupt-practices and abuse of ofhce
peculiar class background. by the laiter. ls it a case of the pot call-

A very basic questio.n can be.posed ::?,5""j:[i:,?ifl"iil""*::#."J;
as to whether the judiciary is envisaged sit in judgement over the honourable
as the custodian of the established memberJ of the bench? How many
order with its inbuilt ambig.uities and black sheep are there within the ranks
inequities, or rather as an initiator of of the members of the several bar
social criticism and reform in the man- associations? Have lawyers covered
ner in which it deals with cases. The themselves with glory in the manner of
perception of the common man is that their dealing wilfr fheir clients while
very often it is the former. role rather charging thEm exorbitant fees? Have
than the latter in which- the judiciary- not iraiy senior lawyers behaved like
seems to distinguish itself. There are of feudal loids in the treatment they have
course certain refreshing. departures meted out to their juniors? And what
from the beaten track as when the judi- about the totally mercenary attitude of
ciary has taken the initiative to defend a good many lawyers wiro hog too
human rights and promote wider social miny briefs for the good of their clients
objectives through the .expedient .of or th-e health of theludicial system?
so-called public interest litigal3";_Tl" This is not to justify impropriety on
common man welcomes ^:'t lTIl the part of certiin memberi of the
tives and departures, ?: tT_y_,s-Y"_!,T rr"n.n. srrch impropriety certainly
reason to hope in the eventual triumph neear investigation and' corrective
of equity over legalism ;ition. gut it ill behoves the bar to
Long on Letter, Short on Spirit resort to pressure tactics against the

A close look at the 5yoe of trainino bench. Judicial morale is bound to be

that legal practitioneri go throug[ tfre first casualty to such tactics. Rather,

might tf,row some light onihut is rigit the honourable judges and lawyers

unJ *rong with theludiciary. The iaw should sit together with concerned citi-
courses uf, long on ti," lettei of the law zens from various walks of life and
and short on its-spiril Utigation no less social strata to devise ways and means
than legislation is growinfby leaps and of overhauling the entire judicial sys-

boundJ with volumes of-pricedenS to tem in a manner that would make it
be gone through. The syitem is suffer- more responsive to th-e yearnings and

ino-from overl-oadino. ihere is hardlv aspirations of the one for whose benefit

.j::re io crgcst iirc voiui;ittri-ru: ilr..r.u;r-, : : .) 'r r;:i .' r''
that goes into the making of both stat- - the Common Man!
ute law and case law' The. result is that DR. uoNEL FERNANDES teaches rnternation-
most legal minds are cluttered with at ietations at the Bombay Oniversity.
burdensome data and tedious detail.
Where is the scope for a truly liberal
breadth of vision and for creative
insight into social developments and Fact us Presumption

soci-ar probrems? *9.,: :il;di; [T,::::J[l',ill3ffXi"li,ll':,':i"'"
attention paid to the ethical dimension .rrartea simply.Men" and.,Women". On
of legal practice? Mere professional enquiring the ieason, lwas told that
comPeience and technicai expertise "rnerr" arrci '\.vornen were s[dtclnenis oi
?re insufficient (though necessary) factwtrilc "Ladies" and "Centlemen"

" .-.1,liii.\,r.. f.-r .r,-r.^ccf, ri i, ".;-'-r.',i,.'..,.
F ncor nter. November 1 989



"Th€ Liberal Comspiracy"
"Five years after their victcry in 1945. the Western democracies were about to lose tl-re battle for Europe, but this time to

Stalinist totalitarians instead of Nazis. To combat this prospect, an intellectual "guerilla" group was formed: over one hundred
European and American writers met in Berlin to establish the Congress for Cultural Freedom to resist the Kremlin's
sustained assault on Western and liberal values.

"...Through the Congress's influential publications, conferences, and international protests, it l<ept the issues of Soviet
totalitarianism and liberal anti-Communism alive in a largely hostile environment 

- the heydey of Leftist intellectual chic in
Europe and Anrerica. By the end of the decade, the Congress, by its relentless exposure of Stalinist lies, had succeeded in
making the propaganda of the Soviet Unicn and its Stalinist fellow-travellers significantly less credible.

"The Congress's efforts benefited from the contribution of such rnajor inteiiectuals figures and skillful writers such as
Sidney Hook, Arthur Koestier, Melvin Lasky, lrving Kristol, Du'ight Macdonald, Darriel Bell, Nicolas i.{abok<lv, Edward Shils,
Ignazio Silone, and many others.

"The Congress... was finally dissolved in i 967 amid the revelations of its funding by the ClA, which cast an embarrassed
aura over the Congress and for a time obscured its achievements..."

"... today almost every one (including Mikhail Corbachev) agrees with the Congress's once controversial assessment of
Stalinist totalitarianism, and in particular with the Congress's indictment of the Soviet failure to respect human rights, the
central tenet of the cultural freedom for which the Congress fought its lonely battles thirty years ago..."

'From tlTe Publishers blurb *

ln the context of the breathtaking
developments that saw the end of the
cold war and changed the political face
of Europe and the Soviet Union, Peter
Coleman's story of how a handful of
former Maxists got together to combat
intellectually, communism worldwide
and the organisation they fashioned for
the purpose might sound rather
unexciting. But in 1950 these men
could not have forseen Stalin's death
three years later and the emergence a

little over three decades later of a

dictator who all but scrapped "the

dictatorship of the proletariat and its
vanguard the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union." No one could. have
predicted the speed with which the
Soviet empire collapsed nor the
rapidity with which basic hurnan rights
were being restored.

For the hundred writers, artists and
scientists mainly "liberals or social
democrats, critical of caoitalism and
ir;..r.rJ.-:..t ...; .:,:1,,;.tllislr, iiiiit,:ii:iisii',,
nationalism, racism and dictatorshiP,"
who gathered in Berlin in June 1990
the defeat of commdnism wds a..long
term objective. Their immediate
objective was to stem the onslaught of
a Soviet offensive aimed at writers,
artists and intellectuals, which was

gathering strength through numerous
"Front" organisations sponsored and
financed by the Soviet Union.

ln a well-researched and well-
documented book, Peter Coleman, a
member of Australia's parliament
(1980-87), a Barrister and a member
of The Australian Committee for
Cultural Freedom traces the birth, the
work and the demise of the Congress
for Cultural Freedom (CCF). He
assesses the value of the work done
and the extent to which it achieved its
objective in its seventeen years of
existence.

Melvin Laslcy, editor of Encounter a
major character in the CCF story
commented after reading Coieman's
book "This is an astounding story
(although I thought I knew something
about it). On almost every page there is
something interesting and important I

didn't know before - 
and with all the

research ^::t itt - :- : ;t' : -1:. ' ' l

wiseiy evaiuated.

son is the fact that Freedom First
began in 1952 as a publication of the
ICCF.

One fact I was not aware of or one
which I did not realise was that the CCF
was promoted and led by intellectuals
of the 'Left'. As Coleman observes: 'The
basic hallmark, in short, of the
Congress's anti-Communism was that
it felt itself to be of the Left and on the
Left". He points out that "many of the
Congress's leading figures were active
in social democratic parties: "Carlo
Schmid, Ernst Reuter and Willy Brandt
in Cermany, Ignazio Silone in ltaly....
The Americans were either socialists
like Sidney Hook and Daniel Bell or
progressive liberals like J.K. Galbraith
or Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr., Raymond
Aron, Edward Shils, Michael Polanyi
and George Kennan..."

ln lndia Mr. Minoo Masani who was
"' l^'--: l :.r i; . r,r-l rit .r.;iir',,'
partrcipant irt the CCF s affairs was
himself a liberal along with Jayaprakash
Narayan and Asoka Mehta both

For me personally, reading the 'Lib- democratic socialists. Jawaharlal Nehru
eral Conspiracy' was both informative no friend of the CCF or of its lndian
and instructive. I Was particularly inter- affiliate the ICCF viewed both with
ested because lhave been an Honorary suspicion. ln a letter to Shriman
Secretary of the lndian Committee for Narayan, a Congressman he wrote: "l
Cultural Freedom (ICCF) for well oyer a am enclosing a paper called Frccdorrt
decade. The ICCF did qot fold up like trrrst which is issued by the lndian

*THE LIBERAL CONSPIRACY. The the CCF. The lndian Committee decid- Committee for Cultural Freedom. This
Congress for Cultural Freedom and ed to live ort because the threats to Corlmittee is an American-organised
the itruggle for the mind of Postwar human rights and cultural freedont Cornmittee tryinq to rrr tt aeross the
-ll-^n.r-''n.1...t:l::.;:.:;.'Tl::I.;.-.-..l,:.*.,-*-"ii-
presi. A Division of Macmillan !nc. lapse - from rnany otlrer directiorrs has drawn into its fold a number of
New York: 1989; pp.333, OS S 22.95 including the State. The secor r rea- promirtent rnembers of the P.S.P. (Praja
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Socialist Pu.ty)... Jayaprakash once
wrote to me in its favour...

"What I am worried about is the
attitude of many prominent socialists in
this connection. ln their antagonism to
Communism, they easily fall into the
American trap."

As part of its worldwide effort the
CCF promoted a number of magazines
to stem the sustained Soviet campaign
to capture the minds of intellectuals.
Encounter, (UK), Preuues (France),
Quest (lndia), - this survived the
demise of the CCF in 1967 but ceased
publication in 1968 (a victim of Mrs.
Qandhi's Emergency censorship laws),
Der Monat (Cermany), Quadrant
(Australia).

A selective list of thirty seven
conferences sponsored by the CCF are
listed in the book on subjects ranging
from politics,. science, freedom and
religion to such topics as Tradition and
'Progress in Sudanese Society' and
'Race and Colour'. Coleman reports in
fascinating detail on what went on at
some of these conferences.

The effort was stupendous and by
the time it folded up in 1967 the CCF
"took and held the initiative in public
political education. By the end of the
period, the propaganda of the Soviet
Union and its fellow travellers was no
longer credible."

Was the Congress for Cultural Free-
dom funded by the CIA? lt was. When
highly respected men like Arthur Koes-
tler, Sidney Hook, lrving Kristol. Daniel
Bell, Edward Shils, lgnazio Silone and
others oecided that an organised eftort
was nebded to challenge the Stalinist
attempt to subvert intellectuals, the
r.-:n r'.'ho :r-r"ln:1:C rl-.^ 11r.".^'.,,".';
rrliclrael iosselson wtig presicrc!.I rrvcr
the Congress Secretariat'for a major
part.of its life. Combining the head of
an intellectual with the abilities of an
organisation man, Josselson was in the
0.S. Army during the Second World
War. Discharged in 1946 he stayed, in
Berlin and served with the U.S. High
Commission as Public Affairs Officer
and by 1949 a CIA officer. When the
Neus York Times story broke on hgw
the CtA funded various cultural anci
educ^ational organisations including
tll€ !!r rrrqlit reJrgllUu qlrU (lr! \vlr

gress was ilretrievably darnaged.

Freedorn First 22

With clinical candour Coleman
recounts the entire episode in his
chaptel "A Black Operation?" What
comes out very clearly is that while
indeed the CCF was funded by the CIA
there is no evidence of any attempt to
influence editorial policy or interfere in
the work of the CCF. ln other words it
was "aid without strings" a phrase we
are very familiar with in India! However
Coleman confesses: "l wish, after ten
years of research, that I had the final
and complete story on the CIA's role."

Coleman concludes his story in the
course of which he skilfully weaves in
thumbnail sketches of the dramatis

The Baboo as Letter Writer

Most Respected Sir. - I fall at your feet; if
you please save my life and make me happy.
I have the strongest desire to have the Biscyle
to ride on. Through the contemplation, I have
no sleep either in the day or in the nighl I have
been reduced to half, and if I continue the
same course, I do not know what my fate will
be. I have no money to buy it. Pieg has never
become fruitless, and so the generosity. Fame
should remain after the man on the world, and
this is the duty which man should do. I have
been submitted myself to your honour, there-
fore your honour should do whatever your
honour likes. Your honour should not think
that you present me only a Biscyle worth of
sum rupees, but my life which will perhaps
serve your honour for your life. Now I have
become like a helpless sick person and you
have become a doctor. lf you give me medi-
cine I shall recover, otherwise nol Please be
kind to me. God will be pleased with you
which is necessary for a man to be happy. Let
God excite tenderness in your honour's heart
Let your great kind and noble mind order your
generous hands to present this miserable
man with your most beautiful "Biscyle." Sir, I

am your's obediently, etc.

Honourable Sir - Kindly excuse this poor
thy servant from attending on your Honours
office this day, as I am suffering from the well-
1., -,.r,r rl :i::is!t (:a)nlri)nil, i:ail{J .rr:i1g ,r1 t;,-
interior economy, and I shall ever pray. -Yours ever painful,

RA/VI CHUNDER

P.S. - Oh, death, where is thy sting?

Most fu.alted Sir - lt is with most habitutily
devout expressions of my sensitive respect
that I approach the clemency of your master-
ful position with the self-dispraising utterance
of my esteem and the also forgotten-by-
myself assurance that in my own mind I shall
be freed from the assumption that I am asking
unpardonable donations if I assert that I desire
a short respite fronr my exertions, as I anr suf '
f.. : .. , i. \,.. .ti-. l: -:1,- .\,- ,-.-- ,.. ar,-.^ I l- r.,.-

the lionourable delight of subscribing myself

personae, by acknowledging the great
work done by the CCF. "Today almost
everyone (including Mikhail
Corbachev) agrees with the Congress's
once lonely assessment of Soviet
totalitarianism, and in particular of the
Soviet failure to accept human rights
(in other words cultural freedom). In
contributing so brilliant and timely a
way to this public awareness
throughout the world in a period of
great danger, the Congress for Cultural
Freedom was a historic success."

S.V. Raju

your exalted reverence's servitor,

JANJANBOL PANJA/WAUB

Respectfullg Sheweth That your
honour's servant is poor man in agricultural
behaviour, and much depends on season for
the staff of life, therefore he prays that you will
favour upon him, and take him into your saint-
ly service, that he may have some permanent-
ly labour for the support of his soul and his
family; wherefore he falls upon his family's
bended knees, and implores to you of this
merciful consideration to a damnable misera-
ble, like your honour's unfortunate petitioner.
That your lordship's honour's servant was too
much poorly during the last rains and was
resuscitated by much medicines which made
magnificient excavation in the coffers of your
honourable servant, whose means are cir-
cumcised by this large family, consisting of
five female women, and three masculine, the
last of which are still taking milk from
mother's chest, and are damnably noiseful
through pulmonary catasfophe in their interi-
or abdomen. Besides the above-named, an
additional birth is, through grace of God, very
shortly occuring to my beloved wife of bos-
om... That your honour's damnable servant
was officiating in several capaciUes during
past ggnerations, but has become too much
old for espousing hard labour in this time of
iriS l,,t,il, t;t . l,li: * )r it , ,.,,r.,..,,i ;

cator nor thief, nor swindler, nor aily ol these
kind, but was always pious, affectionate to his
numerous family consisjjng of the aforesaid
five female women, and three males, the last
of whom are still milking the parental mother.
That your generous honour's lordship's ser-
vant was entreating to the Magistrate for
employment in Municipality to remove filth
etc., but was not granted the petitioner. There-
fore your generous lordship will give to me
some easy work, in the - Department, or
something of this sort. For which act of kind-
ness your noble lordship's poor servant will, as
in duty bound, pray for youl longevity end pro'
creativeness. I have the honour to be. sir your
no-st oL'edient sen,3ni.

I



The Congress is to Blame for India's llls
- A Housewife's Point of View

Many of us all over lndia remember
that day forty lhree years ago: August
15,194l.lt dawrred radiant with prom-
ise, like no day ever before. Joyous, joy-
ous crowds. Flag hoistings. Inaugural
speeches in a land reborn. Echoing like
a chorus through the country, the stir-
ring words: 'That heaven of freedom,
where the mind is without fear, and the
head is held high, where knowledge is
free...'. Jana Cana Mana.... The gods
were about. For how but by divine visi-
tations, whisperings and breathings
from the dark, was the nation inspired?
Majesty shone on us and we were
drenched in the light of that magical
day. Earth had suffused its body with its
soul, and we clung to our land in a pas-
sion.

The future was mercifully hidden
then. But who could have visualised
today? Surely it is not because I'm forty
llrree years older now, that the prospect
seems so gloomy? For lsee around me
the dark shapes of communalism,
secessionist tendencies discrimination
against women and terrorist activity; not
to speak of unemployment, illiteracy,
under-nourishment, poor medical facil-
ities and villages without drinking water.
And that is by no means a comprehen-
sive list of what ails India today.

Politics Vitiated
For forty three years, except for a

brief spaee of two years in the
l|1.' , , : i j,

been in power. And except for the short
time when Lal Bahadur Shastri was
prime minister, the Congress has been
popularly identified with Jawaharlal
Nehru, lndira Gandhi, and Rajiv Candhi.
Therefore, it seems to me that it is the
Congress party in general - whether
called Congress or Congress (l) - and
Nehru, his daughter and grandson in
particular, who are squarely to blame
for the state of affairs in lndia now. as
vrell as and including the ineptness
.vhir-h orrr DresFnt Natinna! Froni ooi'-
ernment sometimes displays: For,
under the shade of the spreading ban-

The lndion Notionol
Congress hos so

homogenised ond vitioted
politics, thot the Notionol
Front Government differs
little from the Congress in
lock of vision. However, it
speoks volumes for the

lndion people, thot however
inept ond incornpetent we
do hove o non-Congress

government

yan tree, nothing grows; and it is an
indictment against the Congress that it
has so homogenised and vitiated poli-
tics, that the National Front differs little
from the Congress in lack of vision.
However, it speaks volumes for the Indi-
an people, that however inept, incom-
petent and flawed, we do now have a
non-Congress government. Of course
l'm only a housewife. But what can hap-
pen in a country without affecting every-
one of us - which includes housewives?

Pursuing Dead-end Objectives
Let us consider briefly these last for-

tythree years therefore, from a housewi-
fe's angle of vision. It seems to me from
this distance of time that the first years
after independence were spent in the

;)i.iiiirii cf tl,:.t.1 ,:l[1 ';l-''j':.:ii..:;lr i: l'i,.,
hibition, Hindi as a national language,
linguistic states etc. I do not remember
that there was ever any popular
demand for any of these goals. They
were Congress ideals cherished when
we were subject to the British as epito-
mising in some measure lndianness.
The lndian people as a v.,hole cared little
for and have benefited less from the
pursuit of these aims or their doubtful
realisation. Prohibiticn no\\' secrns ::

very marginal interest, Hindi is not yet
t|1p n:lfi11n3l l:rrr,.r,r'ilrFi ..rr,,l ii,' r',i,,t:

states have been a positive barrier to
national integration.

Rani Sircar

Gandhi Jettisoned
While these objectives were rallying

points for thc rJovernr.nelrl.. one lteatd a
great deal about Gandhian ideals and
how these ideals were the ideals of the
Congress party, and therefore by defini-
tion the ideals of the lndian people
which kept the party in power. However,
the grim joke is that while Candhian
ideals seems toecho all around us, and
ostensible respect was paid to the
Father of the Nation, Candhian ideals
were actually jettisoned and our unpre-
pared country was subjected to an
industrialisation which did not take into
account the primary need of the people
which was education. nor consider the
results of industrialisation generally, in
the light of Western experience.

Candhi emphasised that lndian life
was rooted irr tlre villages, tltat healthy
self-sufficient villages would result in a
healthy, self-sufficient lndia. He visuali-
sed development and progress along
indiqenous lines and stressed indige-
nous values. Rabindranath Tagore
highlighted the importance of the traffic
of ideas and ideals between the forest
and the city, between the rrshr's in their
forest hermitages and the ho,-rseholders
of the city. This he considered the spe-
cial feature of lndia's civilisation. For it
was the forest that cradled the civilisa-
tiOns of the hr,,o oreat enoe hs of anr-ient

.:.,.,,.
the spacious teachings of the Vedic
rislris and the Buddha. could not be
propagated within the narrow confines
of palaces, but needed the breadth of
the wide ranging foresls. lndia's contri-
bution to civilisation generally was a
consciousness of unity: the unity of the
individual self with the whole of natUre
in a fellowship that was at once oi the
soul. the heart and the mind. Therefore
in rhc' r,r,ritinr;s of t/almiki and KaliCasc,
Bhavabhuti and Banabhatta, the forest
'.r..r. irl./\\. r\ r.- rl'.. ;',t-l',,,'r, ,. 'i' , , ,.

their characters breadth and vision.l
However. thanks to Mr -Jawaharlal
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Nehru's commitment to the Western
rvorld view and to his assumptiorr that
Western needs, values, attitudes and
goals are objective and universally
desirable, India was set orl the path of
progress and development along West-
ern lines. By world view I nrean a certair-r
view of the relationship which rnay be
presumed to exist between a whole and
the parts which are seen to belong to it
in some sense or other and which is
expressed through cultural products -
both institutions and objects. Different
kinds of unities and relationships are
apprehended by different world views.

As a result of assuming that there is
only one scale of development for all
beings and that scale is the Western
scale, and that the lndian world view is
primitive and undevelopeci and should
be discredited, progress in India has
resulted in the elite 'intellectually'
accepting the values which have sprung
from within the depths of the Western
understanding of the world, like democ-
racy, equality, individual rights to happi-
ness, scientific objectivity, rationality
and so on. But deep down, where
motives and impulses take shape out of
their roots in our feelings this urrder-
standing remains largely barren and
unprociuctive. Thus institutions have
been created in India that benefit the
elite alone, and has turned democracy
in lndia into primarily a political game in
which numerous parties are engaged,
politicising every aspect of life in their
bid to secure supporters and capture
power.

Chasing the Wrong'ideals'
Busy with so-called democratic/

industrial progress, the Congress gov-
ernment did very little with regard to
illiteracv let alone education: it did little

. t )', : ; I :.1 i

discrimination both overt and covert
against women; it did little to control the
tremendous population groMh and
almost nothing to promote national
integration. Surely education, women,
population control and national integra-
tion should have been given pivotal
importance? lnstead, chasing'ideals'
like prohibition, Hindi and linguisti<:
states in which nurnbers of Congress
men :;tt,.od to r.]ain trtone\/ .'11-1'ii111 n6si-

tion, principles, as strch, were only qiven
lir' ..',. i, , 1,,: llti- a' )nrrr('ql ei-l i:i;i't-
matic ideals like the four inlportant
ones I've rnentioned were given desul-
tcry attention

F rtr:tk.trtt t'tr:l 2.1

And, very very soon after 1947, from
being the group cf rnen who had fought
and suffered for Indian independence,
tl-re Congress was transmogrified into a
part;r, by and large, of self-seekers,
opportunists and svcophants who sub-
scribed to and promoted the cult of the
prime rninister. Thus while they sat on
gaddis and wore indian clothes, and
Indira Qandhi demurely covered her
head, and they all talked Indian and
worshipped the prinre mirrister, the
llimalayas were raped, forests decimat-
ed, and television and its proliferation
were counted more important than
ensuring that everv Indian had potable
water:

Naturally therefore, we all ape the
West according to our means, while a
peculiar malculture or flash culture, the
other side of the coin of Congress cul-
ture, marks us all. So we no longer
speak grammatically correct but
unidiomatic'Babu English' so ridiculeC
by our erstwhile masters: but while
English language schools proliferate,
the smart set affects a kind of American
English larded with lndian - mostly
North lndian - languages and spiked
with a not particularly literate slang. On
the one hand everything however vul-
garly or illiterately 'foreign', like cheap
plastic goods, synthetic material, even
discarded wearing apparel if the first
owner was foreign, has a mass appeal,
on the other hand the 'educated' take a
masochistic delight in British 'Raj

memoirs' which make fun of us as we
are, and also make fun of how we cop-
ied the British.

ln both public and private life, lip ser-
vice is paid to traditional values and rec-
titude, and an ostentdtious fetish is

ture tlrat rrds us ir) lis grip irldlies us
actually worship at quite a different
altar; one set up to giorify a synthetic
life-style: a bizarre and disparate assort-
ment of values and attitudes which
seems to be an amalgam of the worst in
several cultures.

Corruption all Pervasive
Rriherv and cornrntion are rreither

new to lndia nor a specially lndian phe-
1..;O,rn.'nan. |11 .r..,rtl:r !o il.r.. fontrnac
exam.ple of total separation of ideals
frorrt practice, of double-taik and
double-think. and of devaluing and

debasing all principles both irr public
and in private life, bribery and corrup-
tion have become a way of life in India
today. Even little children know that
seats in schools and colleges can be
bought, that passing ten, twenty or hun-
dred rupee notes will buy preferential
treatment in hospital, office and any-
where else you care to name, and that
therefore if any exercise does not lead
to making money, it is useless.

A Legacy of Problems
Thanks to Nehru who handled this

one princely state instead of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patelwe still have the Kashmir
problem. Thanl<s to him too, we have
an unfriendly China given to snarling
and biting at us, and a violated Tibet
which is a shame to us. Thanks to lin-
guistic states and no policy of concilia-
tion, we have an unhappy and turbulent
north-eastern India. Thanks to lndira
Gandhi who believed in playing both
sides- against the middle and had
almost a corner in dragons' teeth which
she sowed everywhere, we have the
Punjab problem. And thanks to Rajiv
Candhi who was all set to take us into
the twenty first century without educa-
tion, or national integration and a popr,-
lation bursting at the seams, we have a

hostile and belligerent Sri Lanka. And
with the twenty first century beckoning
him so invitingly, so compeliingly, Rajiv
Candhi in the Muslim Women's Billsur-
rendered to fundamentalists; and in the
Roop Kanwar sati episode, he again
failed to contain the forces of funda-
rnentalism, this time Hindu. For only on
the eve as it were, of setting out for the
meeting of Commonwealth heads of
government and his American visit, did
Rajiv Candhi find political time to con-
demn satl. So that his twenty first cen-
iun, imaqe abroad would not be
i,.tt i :,'g,-1,-1 ,'

The patterns and examples set by the
Congress for forty three years have now
so permeated and saturated lndian
society that they are perceived as
almost a rigid system. No wonder then,
that even its well-wishers view the suc-
cess of the National Front govenment
with cynicism. Only angels and,/or
visionaries can destroy the Congress
mindset we have inherited. But rniracles
,Ju irappcrr.

MRS. RANI SIRCAR is a Calcutta housewife.



Guidelines For A National Agricultural Policy

It is indicative of the poor attention
paid in the past to agriculture - excePt
in rhetoric * that while a National
lndustrial Policy Resolution was adopt-
ed as early as 1948, which has, since
then, been under constant review no
Agricultural Policy Resolution was con-
sidered necessary, till recently. True,
'Grow More' campaigns were
launched, land reform laws were
enacted, and support priees were
announced, but the aims of all these
were other than the realization of the
full potential of Indian agriculture, the
economic uplift of the rural people, and
maintaining the viability of the farm
sector. Most of the measures takgn in
the past were either for crisis-
management, or for political gain. Oth-
erwise, how can it be explained, that
after nearly four decades of planned
development of the country, lndian
agriculture, despite the natural advan-
tages it enjoys, has remained one of
the most bacltrvard in the world, not
producing even two-fifths of its Poten-
tial; that agriculturists, generally speak-
ing, have now become Poorer in real
terms than they were before the Creen
Revolution; and that lndian villages
continue to be 'unlivable', devoid of the
basic amenities of life - schools, well-
equipped hospitals, dependable Power
supply and transport facilities.

A Depressing Scene
Tlr.: lllispl'rceC r:li:tlrc.-- i)rr r:pi.,i

industrialisation ignored many ground
realities. lt did not take cognisance of
the vast potential of lndian agriculture.
It also did not take into account the fact
that industrialisation, howsoever fast,
cannot generate adequate emPloY-
ment in the country, lt also did not real-
ise that exploitation of the farm sector,
for the benefit of the rest, would lead to
disequilibrium and tension in the socie-
ty

At the end of the seventh Plan, the
rosr rltc af tho c+raton, h;f h^*^ nt,rcr rotl

are: lndia's GNP per capita ($ 340) is
no more than the average of African
countries and the incidence of poverty

lf lndio is to be soved from
economic collopse ond the
resulting sociol upheovols,
our development strotegy
must chonge. A beginning

must be mode by odopting
o long-term Notionol

Agriculturol Policy

in lndia is more than double thht of the
rest of the world. lndia's share of world
exports declined from 2% in 1950 to
0.4% in 1980. The balance of pay-
ments position has become so critical,
thai the Government of India has been
forced to eut down on the import of
even essential commodities. Debt ser-
vicing is now lndia's largest item of
public expenditure. Distribution of her
national income is more skewed than
in any of the top seven free-enterprise
countries. Unemployment is constantly
increasing. ln the farm sector, more
than 60% of lndia's production-
potentialis unrealised;25% of the total
cultivable land remains uncultivated;
and her productivity is two-thirds that
of the rest of the world. These disap-
pointing results despite the fact that
I;r.-li::':i iretilral ra:;oLlicci. an,l her
domestic savings rate are among the
highest in the world. lf it is not due to
wrong development strategy pursued
hitherto, how else can the disappoint-
ing results be explained?

National Agricultural Policy
Those who are still advocating the

pursuit of the old strategy must indeed
be diehards. If lndia is to be saved from
economic collapse and the resulting
social upheaveals, our development
strategy must change. A beginning in
fh2i ,{ir.'ntion rhal'l-f 5f :'::tf,. l-,
adopting a long-term National Agricul-
tural Poliry, the guiding principles of
which should be as follows:

Bhanu Pratap Singh

* Our goal should be to achieve the
full potential of Indian agriculture,
arrd not rnerely self-strffi<riency in
foodgrains. lf the former is achieved,
lndia's three main problems - pov-
erty, unemployment and the deficit
trade balance - will be resolved.
* Land, water and forests are the
three most valuable natural assets of
the country, vital, not only for our
survival, but also for the coming gen-
erations. Therefore, these should be
zealously guarded against misuse,
and their replenishment ensured.
* To improve the quality of life in vil:
lages, the basic needs of the people

- good schools, hospitals, safe
drinking water, link roads and elec-
tricily - should be met.
* In formulating schemes and pro-
grammes for agricultural and rural
development; the needs and capa-
bilities of marginal and small farm-
ers, who contribute more than
three-fourths of the total number of
farmers should be kept uppermost
in view. And, from now on, the crite-
rion for judging the suitability of any
new technique of production should
be based on'the return per unit of
work done, and not merely produc-
tion per hectare. Only such an
approach can help small farmers
add value to their working hours.
* Public distribution of food qrains
slroulri l.r.: sc .:i-;:t;ri,l't.., '.. r )i l,
restrict farmers' freedom to process,
transport and sell their produce any-
where in the country, so long as they
operate within a price band, the low-
er and upper limits of which should
be called the "support" and "inter-
vention" prices, and determined,
with reference to the parity price of
that commodity (base year
1970-71: 100). The aim of the pub-
lic distribution system should be to
help the genuinely poor, and not to
rrniversallv hrina dcwn nriees rtnlecs
they exceed the intervention prices.
* Developmental schernes should
be so devised, that people feel they
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are participants in the schemes, and
not merely recipients of charity from
Covernment. The spirit of self-help
and self-respect needs to be revived
in lndia.
* Farmers are interested in their
margin of profit over cost of produc-
tion, and the purchasing power of
that margin, in the context of the
prices, that they have to pay for farm-
inputs and their other necessities of
iife. lt is the purchasing power of
farmers that needs to be safe-
guarded, and not merely reimburse-
ment of their cost of production.
* Land ceiling laws should be strictly
enforced, but persisting doubts that
the ceilings might be further
reduced, should be removed to
impart a sense of stability in the farm
sector.

Further, the question, whether
sub-letting of land should be allowed
or not, needs to be reviewed in the
light of the existing situation. Those
who are now letting out their land are
not the big zamindars of yesteryears
but owners of modest holdings not
exceeding the ceiling area. They
usually sub-let for one of the follow-
ing reasons:

Too old to carry on farming;
lack of capital;
working away from the village;
find self-cultivation less profitable
than share-cropping;
non-availability of agricultural
workers, due to their exodus to
cities;
land holding too small to afford
an income equal to what a wage-
earner may get.
Jl., .;113r,r-ni.:in.rrq fOr finrl that

[i t,:; 1.1,1 gct Dcitcl tc[Utlts dr riidlu-
croppers than as temPorary wage-
earners.

It is questionable, who will suffer
more in the short run, the land-
owners or the share-croppers, if the
system is abolished, altogether.

True, share cropping is not con-
ducive to higher productivity, but the
best way to stop share-cropping is to
rnake agrrculture a paying proposr-
tion, and not to restrict ownership
,,r:..- -,,i, ., i..,

oth<:r propertit:s are rrot under simi-
lar restraints. Share cropping, how-
ever, needs to be regularised.

Consolidation of holdings, the
most beneficial of land reform mea-
sures from the farmers' point of
vierv, and also the least controver-
siai, has surprisingly not received the
attention that it deserves from state
governments. More than half the
land holdings in the country remains
unconsolidated. This work should
be completed by the end of the
Eighth Plan, because the moderni-
srtion process of even small farms
cannot begin, if it remains scattered
in small bits all over the village.
* More attention be paid to minor
irrigation works - utilising ground
water and surface run-off water by
rmpounding them in natural depres-
sions and small reservoirs
because these being under the con-
trol of farmers have been found less
costly, and more productive. A
re-assessment of the potential of 80
million hectares through utilisation
of ground water, and another l5 to
20 million hectares through tank irri-
gation will take the total potential of
minor irrigation to 95-100 million
hectares, (which is nearly equal to
the cultivated area of China). ln fact
giving priority and supPort to minor
irrigation is very necessary in those
states where agriculture has
remained backward but where these
sources of irrigation are most abun-
dant. Minor and micro-irrigation
efforts, based on the latest technolo-
gy (such as drip and sprinkler irriga-
tion) be subsidised in those areas,
having no major irrigation facilities.
Preventing wastage of water from
pump-head to the fields through use
of portable pipes has assumed
importance, because it saves diesel
3n6l por,,,,er both of which are in
,1.-'. -,-,, t ,J ". : : . -: :1;J. -' i':..; ':
one-time subsidy for minor irriga-
tion is far better than giving perpetu-
al subsidy to meet the recurring
Iosses of major and medium irriga-
tion works.

Cenerally speaking, all such mea-
sures should be taken, which conserve
and replenish the natural resources of
the country; increase farmers' efficien-
cy; restore their freedom to process,
Iiarrsl:uii air.l sc'll tlrcir produi.c. u'ittrin
a specified range of prices; and pr.rt

palriicularly iruwer,
lrrigation, Water Supply,
Railways and lndustries
such as Fertilisers,
Refineries, Sugar, Cement,
Petrochemicals etc.,

Jyori Lfd.
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Keeping the Faith
Fang Lizhi

On June 4, the day after the People's Liberation Army opened fire on the citizens of Beijing, the distinguished Chinese astrophysicist and dissident intel-
lectual, Fang Lizhi, reluctantly sought refuge in the Ameri-c,an embassy in Beijing with his physlcist wiie, t-istruxlan. They did so because they feared for their
lives With a warrant out for their arrests accusing them of "counterrevolutionary instigation,':they haue'no* spent six solitary months as refugees within their
own country. They have become symbols both of China's crushed democracymovement, and of tlre deteriorated state of 

-Sino-US 
relationsi. ln fact, so agi-

tated has the Chinese government become over Fang, that it is highly unlikely that relations between the two countnes will be able to return even to a sem-
blance of normalcy unless Fang and his wife are released. But with hard-line ieaders in China continuing to claim that by sheltering Fang and Li the OS has
been interfering in their country's "internal affairs," and that "he who ties the knot must untie it, Fang a-nd his wife do not seem lik"ely toie liberated soon.

.ln recognition of Fang's contribution to the cause of human rights and freedom of expression ii China, on November 15, 198'9 he was presented rnabsentia with the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Human Rights Award in a televised Washington, DC. ceremony, at which polish Solidarity leader Lech Walesagave the keynote address. The following is a translation of Fang's acceptance speech.

- Orville Schell

(Fang LizLti and his tttife uere permitted to leaue China and are currentlg in Erglancl pursuing their fiel(ls of research.)

r3
7

I am proud and deeply moved to
have this opportunity to speak with you
here today; but at the same time, I am
also filled with a sense of sorrow and
shame. I am moved because you have
chosen to honor me with the 1989 Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award,
and because it attests to the fact that I

have not been, and am not now, alone.
But I am filled with sorrow to see that in
this land of my birth human dignity has
once again been trampled upon. What
is more, having had my own basic
human rights stripped away, I am now
more acutely aware than ever how far
we are from accomplishing what we
must in the cause of advancing respect
for all human beings.

The values underlying human dignity
are common to all people. They are
comprised of universally applicable
standards of human rights that hold no
regard for race, language, religion, or
other beliefs. Symbolized by the United
Nations Declaration of Human Rights,
these universal principles have increas-

,il. L|,. -i,-ir,'iril.-.'.,iit.i
respect ol the world at large. When a
commemorative gathering was held
Iast November in Beijing to honor the
fortieth anniversary of the Declafation,
many of us were delighted, because it
seemed to us at the time that the princi-
ples of human rights were also finally
starting to take root in our ancient land.

However, time after time such fond
dreams have bben shattered by a harsh
realiw. ln the face of the bloody tragedy
of last June, we now must admit to hav-
inq been far too cptimistic. Sonre of
those ofticials who were responsible for
this repression have recently attempted
to defend their behaviour by declaring

Frct'dr:rn ftrst 2B

Faag Lizhi

that "China has its own standard of
human rights," and have completely
rejected the world's censure by refusing
to acknowledge the universal nature of
human rights. They appear to think that
by simply labeling something a "house-
hold affair," they can ignore the Iaws of
human decency and do as they please.
But this is the worst kind of feudalistic
rationalization. During the long period
when China was isolated from the rest
..f !r- - -r i(li irlc *,,,1\t. 'r;t I.i.... ,.i .' .,r' ,:. ., ,

be "master of all under heaven may
have been an effective means of con-
trolling the country. But in the latter part
of the twentieth century such declara-
tions about "household affairs" only
serve to expose those who make them
as the feudal dictators they are. Moreo-
ver, such statements have lost their
capacity to either intimidate or deceive
people.

Nowadays, a growing number of Chi-
nese believe that for China to catch up
with the modern world '+i'e murt
change our society by absorbing those
aspects of more modern civilizations,
especially science and denrocracy, that

have proven both progressive and uni-
versal. From the Movement for Science
and Democracy of 1919 to the rising
tide of demand for intellectual freedom
in 1957, and from thd protest marches
of 1926 that were confronted by swords
and guns to the demonstrations of
1989 that were confronted by tanks, we
can see how passionately the Chinese
people have wanted a just, rational, and
prosperous society. Although China has
some very deep-seated problems that
have caused it to lag behind developed
countries, our history shows that the
Chinese have long sought the same
kind of progress and development as
people everywhere, and that rvhen it
comes to such common aspirations,.
the Chinese are no different from any
other people. Like all other members of
the human race, the Chinese are born
with a body and a brain, with passions
and a soul, and they ought to be able to
enjoy the same inalienable rights, digni-
ty, and liberty as other human beings.

Allow me to draw a historical analogy.
:::"' .",, :li'r": 'llr'tl'l3t
"China has its own standard of human
rights" bears an uncanny resemblance
to pronouncements made by our
eighteenth-century rulers when they
declared that "China has its own astron-
omy." The feudal aristocracy of two .:

hundred years ago opposed the notion '

of an astronomy based on science, and
refused to acknowledge the universal
applicability of modern astronomy,
even that it might be of some use in for-
mulating the Chinese calendar. The
roaion thev onnosed modern astrono-
my was that its laws, which pertain
everywhere, made it apparent that the
"divine right of rule" claimed by these

't
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people was a fiction. By the same token,
the principles of human rights, which
are also universal, make it clear that the
"right to rule" claimed by their succes-
sors today is just as baseless. This is
why in every era rulers buoyed up by
special privilege have opposed the idea
of equality that is inherent in such uni-
versal ideas.

The advance of civilization has largely
followed from the discovery and devel-
opment of just such universally applica-
ble concepts and laws. Those rvho
rejected the idea that science had uni-
versal application were; in fact, doing
nothing more than demonstrating their
fear of modern culture. The feudal aris-
trocrats of two centuries past saw
astronomy as a bearer of this modern
culture, and, as a result, ruthlessly per-
secuted those who.engaged in its study
and practice. lndeed, in one instance of
such oppression during tfie early Qing
Dynasty, five astronomers from the Bei-
jing Observatory were even put to
death. But, far from demonstrating
might, such brutality only demonstrated
fear. Equally terrified by the implica-
tions of universal human rights,
modern-day dictators may also resort
to murder. But no more than we do in
the case of their predessors should we
construe their actions as an indication
of strength.

Some people say that the terror that
has filled Beijing since June cannot but
help make one pessirnistic. And I must
admit to such feelings myself. But I

would also like to offer up a small bit of
encouragement. Remember that in this
current climate of terror, it may well be
that it is those who have just killed their
fellow human beings who are the most
terrified. We may be forced to live in ter-
ror today, but we have no fear of tomor-
rorv. whereas the mtrrderers are not
-,, ,.J -'-, . .i. -'; 'Ll :j l)t c5(:ilt, i-ruL .ll e .:', t, r

more terrified of the future. Thus we
actually have no reason to lose faith.
lgnorance may dominate in the short
run through the use of violence, but just
as surely as the earth turns it will even-
tually be unable to resist the advance of
universal laws.

Of course, it takes time for the earth
to turn, and for China things may take
some time to right themselves. With
this in mind, I would like to say a few
thirr^s irr the rror tnn Chirloco in rhe a' r,'li

e,r.i. I know thai many of you have
dedicated your lives to building our

country anew. Since the road to rebirth
will be a long one, I fervently hope that
you will not break off your education,
but, instead. will work harder than ever
to deepen and enrich your knowledge.

We are all disciples of nonviolence.
And what power can nonviolence sum-
-non up by way of resistance against the
armed violence of the world? Although
there are many kinds of nonviolence,
perhaps most basic is knowledge. With-
out knowledge, nonviolence can only
degenerate into pleading for mercy,
and tristory is unmoved by such plead-
ing. lt is only when we stand on the
shoulders of the giant that is knowledge
that we will change the course of histo-
ry; only through knowledge will we be
able to overcome the violence of igno-
rance at its very roots; and only through
knowledge will we succeed in finding
the compassion necessary to deliver
those with superstitious faith in the
omnipotence of violence from their fol-
ly. As lbsen said, "lf you want to be of
value to society, there is no better way
than to forge yourself into a vessel for
its use." I hope that all of us will strive to
forge ourselves into just such vessels.

Many friends have expressed great
concern about our current situation,
and I want to take this opportunity to
thank both those of you whom we
already know, and those of you whom

lndia's lO Million Slave Children
Children as young as seven work as

bonded labourers in the villages of lndia.
An overwhelming majority of these chil-
dren, eight million in number, hail from
scheduled caste or scheduled tribe fam-
ilies.

Accordinq to a sLtrvel, 661p61111rr61 [rq,
i- . r tr. :.,.,.r-

only agriculture which can take credit for
having children as bonded labourers, but
cottage and small-scale industries are
not far behind. The carpet weaving
industry in Varanasi and Mirzapur has
half of the 150,000 of such child work-
force. Over 72.000 children live in bond-
age in Kashmir. Coming from poor
Muslim families, they can be bought for
as little as Rs. 100.

ln Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu, 20,000
children slog alrnost non,stcp irr facto
ries making the coveted Kanchipuram
sarees their averae' takc hnme heinn
Rs. Z a day.

we have not yet met, from the bottom of
my heart. Because of the extraordinary
circumstances under which we now
live, I am unable tc tell you any of the
details of our daily lives. But there is one
bit of news that may lighten your hearts
somewhat. I am doing my best to exer-
cise to the fullest extent possible two of
my remaining human rights, namelY
the right to think and the right to
inquire. I am continuing my research in
astrophysics. ln fact, since June of this
year, I have written two research paPers
arrd am even now in the middle of a
third.

ln my field of modern cosmology, the
first principle is called the "Cosmologi-
cal Principle." lt says that the universe
has no center, that it has the same
properties throughout. Ever! place in
the universe has, in this sense, equal
rights. How can the human race that
has evolved in a universe of such funda-
mental equality, fail to strive for a socie-
ty without violence and terror? And how
can we not seek to try to build a world in
which the rights due to every huinan
being from birth are respected?

May the blessings of the universe be
upon us. My thanks to all of you.

Translaled by Jotres H. Williams and Oryille Schcll

COoRTESY: Thc Ncv York Rcicw

The match, glass and bangle indus-
tries have their.share of bonded children.
ln Sivakasi Match, according to the Mor-
cha report, 50,000 children between
ages of 4 to l4 toil for I 0 to l2 hours dai-
ly. In the glass and bangles industry, chil-
dren as younq as 5 burn out their skins

tures generated by the furnaces. These
children routinely su.ffer from asthma,
bronchitis, impaired vision, TB and other
diseases.

ln Jaipur and Surat, 65,000 children
put in l0 hours daily in the diamond cut-
ting and polishing industry. Other sectors
which employ large numbers of children
are brick kilns, stone quarries and the
construction industry. Up to 40 per cent
of them are not paid anything because
thev are the offspring of those who rnod-
gaged their liberty to unscrupulous
monev-lenders

COURTESY: Humart Riqhts Worlcltpide
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National Disintegration
ln the current agitation by stu-

dents against the Covernment of
lndia's decision to implement the
Mandal Commission's Report in
their misguided effort to help
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
Castes, public opinion in India has
overwhelmingly lined up in favoui of
the students and against the Indian
Covernment. Mr. N.A. Palkhivala
downwards, everybody who is any-
body has given open support to the
students' agitation. I was delighted
to read a newspaper editorial the
other day which read, "Let the Cov-
ernment scrap the Mandal's propos-
als or go". The consequences of the
Reservations Policy are so disas-
trous that I am no longer sure if the
V.P. Singh Government is worth pre-
serving as a price to pay for them.
Quite apart from dividing the coun-
try according to castes and destroy-
ing the quality of civil administration,
these reservations are no way of
helping the backward classes. They
are in the nature of a crutch or an
opiate which will keep the backward
classes as backward as before. The
real way of helping these backward
classes is through scholarships and
other measures to provide equality
of opportunities in the way of educa-
tion. The Mandal proposals are a
cheap way of buying electoral sup-
port at tremendous cost to the
country which it cannot afford.

It will be better even now
V.P. Singh Government to

ered proposais which allegedly
claim social justice, but are actually
destroying the national integration
of the people. Let the students carry
on with their campaign and thus
serve the nation.

Apropos Mr. Devi Lal
Many years ago in the mid sixties

somebody suggested to me that I

miqht invite a Mr. Devi Lal to form a

branch of the Swatantra Party of
urhinh I rvas then the Ceneral -Secre-

message to Mr. Devi Lal and
received him over a cup of tea. I

invited him to foim a State unit of
the Swatantra Party in Haryana and
he said that he would be glad to do
so as he agreed with the principles
of the Party. I thanked him and
thought the conversation was over.
But not so. He proceeded to ask me
how much money lwould pay him?
I asked him "what for?" And he said
"for joining the Party". I told him that
he was not getting one Rupee as a
bribe to join the Party. There was a
misunderstanding and that he could
now leave. That was the end of that.
I have never seen Mr. Devi Lal since.

I can't honestly say that I am sorry
that he has been sacked from the
position of Deputy Prime Minister.
This action was greatly overdue.

Mandela - The Violent Gandhian
Only those who were naive

enough to believe that Nelson Man-
dela was a Gandhian will be shocked
at the news from the United States
that he was indiscreet enough to
reveal his real mind that he believes
in violence and terrorism. The
American government and others
are quite perturbed by the fact that
he turned down President Bush's
plea for his eschewing violence and
went so far as to praise those two
evil men, Libyan Leader Qaddafi and
Yasser Arafat, the Leader of the ter-
rorist PLO.

I for one am not surprised

ttrat Aandela who was offered his
freedom several years back, by the
Covernments of South Africa, on
condition that he would avoid vio-
lence on his release, refused to give
such an assurance.

The recent ballyhoo about Man-
dela in the United States and else-
where reminds me of the days wlren
crowds of idiotic young Americans
went around idolisinq the cor-rrrnrr
nist Ho Chi Minh by marching in the
strcpts shoutinc th. sloc:rn "l-lo lJ.
FIO Lnt /vlrnh .

A Belated Admission
Mr. E.M.S. llamboodiripad of the

CPI(M) has at last admitted after
nearly fifty years "The Communist
Party of lndia was wrong in adopting
a hostile attitude to the Quit India
Movement as this alienated the Party
from the mass of the anti-imperialist
people".

ln a statement published in the
Press on June 7, 1990, Mr. Nam-
boodiripad however, consistently
with his record of mendacity then
tries to make light of this by denying
that the Commtr:rist Party
co-operated with the British govern-
ment during World War Il. Wrong.
Sir Reginald Maxwell, the Home
Secretary in the Viceroy's Cabinet
has testified to the fact that the
Communists maintained a secret
liaison with the British government
in lndia and worked as part of the
British war effort.

The Communists were traitors to
this country and they were paid and
controlled by their masters in Mos-
cow and no amount of white-
washing can obliterate this fact. Mr.
Arun Shourie of the lndian Express
had proved all this recently, in detail,
when disclosing the contents of the
British government archives in three
lectures he delivered at the Convo-
cation Hall of Bombay University,
some two or three years back.

Millions of More Dead Phones
It has been repeatedly announced

in the last few weeks that no less

in the city of Bc-rmbay are dead, but
that does not evidently stop our
hare-brained planners in Delhi from
announcing cheerfully that the gov-
ernment telephones apparatus will
provide so many million more tele-
phone connections by the end of the
Eighth Five Year Plan.

ln our zest for our Soviet alliance,
we are evidently wanting to prove
that nrr: shall not fail in the record of
the Soviet plans. that targets remain
1;rp.pr<; a^4 +hlr r_.^i-fr16'tn.r honi-s

no relatron to therr promises.
COUR |ESY: /hc .St rlc.srran

for the
climb
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,. rn l-laryana. I thereupon sent a
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China's Dilemma Over Tibet

The Chinese are in a very peculiar
dilernma over their policy on Tibet
The Dalai Lama has, in recent months,
Irr-s11 rI'1-['.g statenrents cxpressirrg
dissatisfaction with Chinese response
(or lack of it) to his initiatives and has
warned thai he may be forced to
'reconsider' his peace proposals if the
response continues to be negative.

It all started in late 1978 when the
Dalai Lama responded to Chinese sig-
nals for direct contacts. This resulted in
the sending of four fact-finding delega-
tions from Dharamsala to Tibet as well
as two exploratory missions to China.
Thereafter, the developments on the
Sino-Tibetan front appeared as if they
would result in something concrete.
On the one hand the Chinese appar
ently began to realise that they could
not win over the people of Tibet with
suppression and force: on the other the
Dalai Lama, started qiving indications
that he would be willing to settle for
something less than total indepen-
dence. Subsequently, both the Tibetan
and Chinese authorities announced
their intention to hold negotiations to
discuss the future of Tibet, the Tibetans
opting for Ceneva as the venue for the
talks. The reason given was that Cene-
va would enable the Dalai Lama to par-
ticipate in the talks at a later stage of
the negotiations if need be. The Tibet-
an side even announced the names of
their neqotiatinq team headed by the'I ,, : -j'r ,,ri t.'.:. :,i iit._' I-ilret.trr
Covernment-in-Exile. Moreover, senior
officials, including a number of retired
officials, gathered in Dharamsala to do
the groundwork for the negotiations.

Peace Plan
Meanwhile. the Dalai Lama visited.

the United States in September 1987
and, at an address before the US Con-
gressional hi-rman rights caucus on
September 21, announced a five-point
j''eace plan on Tibet.'fhe plan included
'irrninq Tibet into a zone of Ahimsa.
udl ll lri lg Ll tc u5c ol iu >tur dgc ul I ruLlcdi
armaments in Tibet, respecting the
Tibetan people's fundamental rights

The only reolistic solution is
for ihe Chinese to recrlise
thot the Tibeton issue is o
politicol one ond only o
politicol solution is the

onswer

and putting an end to the Chinese
influx into Tibet. Six days later a major
pro-independence demonstration was
staged in Lhasa, the capital of Tibet,
which received wide publicity through-
out the worlci thanks to the presence of
a number of foreign tourists in Tibet.
This demonstration was followed by
leveral others in the weeks and monthi
that followed. Independent eye witness-
es reported the killing of several hun-
dred unarmed Tibetan demonstrators.
The Chinese blamed the Dalai Lama
and the Tibetan Government-in-Exile
for instigating the demonstrators. Dha-
ramsala responded by saying it was the
Chinese attitude towards the Tibetaris
which had forced them to demon-
strate. Despite these exchange of
strong statements, contacts continued
between Dharamsala and Peking.

Bhuchung K. Tsering

While the Chinese maintained silence
on the issue of negotiations, Dharamsa-
la took the next initiative bv nutting for-
\\/rrr(i d propr-rsal wl-rich tlre Dalai Lama
presented at the European parliament
in Strasbourg on July 15, 1988. The
proposal caught both the Tibetan pub-
lic and the Chinese off guard. ln it the
Dalai Lama suggested, for the first time
in concrete terms, that he would be will-
ing to settle for, what he called, an
'association with China'. This meant
that China could continue to be respon-
sible for the external relations of Tibet
on political matters and that a.limited
number of Chinese defence forces
could be maintained along the borders
cf Tibet until a regional piace confer-
ence could be convened to discuss
demilitarisation of the country. The pro-
posal suggested that Tibet should be
given full internal freedom to administer
itself. There ivere reactions from vocal
Tibetans who termed the Strasbourg
proposal a 'sell-out'. However, the Chi-
nese, who took some days to react said
that though the proposal appeared to
be a climb down by the Dalai Lama they
would not accept any demands from
the Tibefans for 'total independence,
semi-independence or disguised inde-
pendence.' They thus maintained that
the proposal still did not reach up to
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their expectations.

Martial Law in Lhasa
While the Tibetans continued to wait I Yellow Corpuscles

for a positive resPonse from the Chi- | put out your cigareftes and fasten youi seat-
nese a demonstration took place in I U"rc. Wi're about to take off on a really crazy
Lhasa on March 5, 1989. Fearing more I trip. Remember the Dalai Lama? The living

demonstrations on the anniversary of I sqg :i |,P9onle ?Per:ss:g' e1si1v;a 1n!
the Tibetan National i; 

-: . .-'-.--'^--; I exiledbyChairmanMaoforthepast40years?Jprlslng oI 
.l 
y)y 

I w"tt, h"'t no more Tibetan than you or I -which fell five days later, the Chinese I he's Chinese! And it's official, I promise you. I

imposed martial law in and around Lha- | have in front of me a press release from the

Sa. Dharamsala reacted immediately by I Xinhua news agency, carried by AFP

saying that tlre Clrirrese action would I ^ 
Al9.yh"l do.Jsee?ExpertsfromthePeking

enth century, for the characters used in their
script). And all of this is to be dismissed on the
basis of some cock-and-bull story about
white, red or yellow corpuscles? Doesn t that
remind you of anything? lt does me: Nazi the-
ory. Never, ever, has anyone before or after
Hitler dared to justify the outright annexation
of a country by quoting so-called racial simi-
larities which everyone knows are so much
rubbish. 'll'c f-rllrrt,r. c,f ci,Lrisc, usi.!1 ,!ir.tt

excuse to occupy Austtia aDd Czechoslovakia.
lf that's the case, I wonder why we don't all
rush back over the Channel hot on the heels
of William the Conqueror, since, when it
comes to genes, the Brits and the Normans
must be prefty well equals...

I suppose it s not surprising that, after a half-
century of obscurantism, Marxism-Leninism
doesn't just rhyme with Nazism. Anyway, on
that basis, if all Tibetans are Chinese, then all
Chinese must be Tibetans - so, I really don't
see why Deng doesn t simply hand over his
palaces in the Forbidden C;ly, just a stone's-
throw from Tienanmen Square, to the Dalai
Lama.

Claude Sarraute Le Monde
9 January 1990

The stalemate thus continues. The only
realistic solution is for the Chinese to
realise that the Tibetan issue is a polit-
ical one and only a political solution is
the answer. Furthermore, the Stras-
bourg proposal represents a significant
concession by the Tibetans and China
should react positively before the Dalai
Lama changes his mind and goes back
to the original demand for complete
independence, as indicated in his
acceptance speech in Norway. He has
every right to make such a demand.
But will China listen?

MR. BHUCHONG K. TSERING is Deputy Secre-
tary, Office of Information and International
nAlrti.-s. llrn Tih^rt.' \rlqi,r:srr:tinn (i" tr'il"i.

On the Birth of his Son
Families, when a child was born
Want it to be intelligent.
I, through intelligence.
Having wrecked my whole life,
Only hope the baby will prove
lgnorant and stuprd.
Then he will crown a tranquil lite
u) uc!ur I ili lg d !durilcr. I l rllllSLcl .

Su lang - Po
rl0.16- Ili)l AD)

COURTESY: .\. rr,, Sroaianr.'e /iir?rs

not contribute to a conducive atmo_ | Paediatric lnstitute have discovered genetic

sphere for negoriati";;. M;ilr ;; i" | :'*TH,'d,T:?,:1:J,1",fn3;.*',5:in
Tibetwaslifted l4monthslateronMay I theirantigen!aredifferentfromthoseof the
1, l990.Althoughthe Chinese citedthe I Nepalese or the lndians! So, I quote, they
'return to normalcy of the situation in I ?"|?ng-:." ^tl" 

c!T::'^-1:!o: s_o:,1,._q:-!:
.; -;--- -.;l-;;',-"-' I again,Tibetisapartof China.So, andl'm still

I lDet as a reason lor tnelr actlon'.Lnlna I qioting, the small group of Tibetan splittists
observers noted that this was directly I who ciamour for in?ependence are ignoring
related to the 'Most Favoured Nation' I irrefutable scientific evidence

status which was then being considered I Doesn't that beat the band! Fancy basing

by US President Bush and which China I the identity of a people on blood tests and

subsequently gol I ::i:lln-::l'g-i1":"^::r'l:',:]",:1Yi9"-i1,1I tradition that are many hundreds of years old

Nobel Peace Prize I and totally authentic; indeed, what little still,uEl rEoLt rtlrt

tn october 1e8e the Norwesian I ;ff'il'":mJ"1fiffifn:T:iltt#T.i:
Nobel Committee announced that the
Dalai Lama had been awarded the
Nobel peace prize. This announcement lamented China's failure to respond to
became a turning point in the Tibetan !1s effortg to negotiate. "Unfortunately,

struggle. More tFan the prize money China's leaders have not responded
andlie resultant publicity, the reasons positively to the suggestions we have

given by the Committee'for choosing made, which included important con-

the Dalji Lama became sionificant. ThE cessions," the Dalai Lama told the

Committee applauded the" Dalai Lama gathering and hinted that he was

for continuing 
'to 

non-viole,rtly struggle becoming restless' "lf this continues we

for the 'liberalion'of his couniry So'fir, will be compelled to reconsider our
the Dalai Lama had been internationally Position," he said'

acclaimed as a man of peace. However, Will China Listen?
mention of his struggle 

!o1Ti^betan 
flee- All these developments have placed

dom was 'taboo' not only lo .g:,Yer:t- tle chinese in a tight spot internation-
ments throughout the world,.but also. .to dlv. tto* that the international com-human rights oroani;a^ti9nt,, JiT" minity has become informed of the
Amnesty lnternational ana,n1i.1 w|;cn Chin"i" attitude on the Tibetan issue,-r-l' -'. 'l: ..'l::: r, r:r:r: lil,:Ciriitts,.j:trct.n,ingl.)_i1\_-tir:i;f r,.:.:
dtec dnd terr)ed trre dwdrd dn rnteller- by resorting to thiiriraditional double_ence in their affairs' Being in .no piong"a apiproach. Thus in recent days
position to make the Commitl!!^*lth; we hive seen statements by, of all peo-
draw the award the chinese threatened pte, crrinese academics, 

- 
suggeiting

Norway rvith dire .olt:_qu,"_l::,t 
_'f l, lhat China was continuing to makE

allowed the Dalai Lama to visit. Norway secret efforts for talks with the Dalaito receive the Prize. Sensing that they Lama. prof. Wang yao, a Chinese Tibe_
would fail in this too, the clii:*.]!:n totogTst, *ir quoi.a by Reuters some
said it rvould break economic ties.if the *onih, back as saying he was in con-
Norwegian king or government officials tact with the TibeianJ through some
received the Dalai Lama. As things tur- of6cials of the Tibetan Covernment-in_
ned out Norway did rrot succumb to Exile. in reality no such contacts seem
anv of these Chinese threats. tc, erist prof Wano iq a Tihetolo,riqr n.r

doubt. but he has not been involved in

$

rn his acceptance speech at osro on i:|,,::t ]+?r"?::",JJ?::"': Jr":,'#.
Decentber I0, 1989, the Dalai Lama sala.
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The Communist Party of the Soviet Union

- Going Along with Gorbachev
Vasundara Mohan

With so much opposition of the 28th Congress how did Gorbochev monoge to win? The onswer is

simple: There is no olternotive to o drostic tronsformotion of Soviet Society ond there is none to
reploce Gorbochev of the present time

Ever since the introduction of Peres-
troika and Clasnost five years ago, Cor-
bachev has been facing an uphill task
in the achievement of his aims particu-
larly on the domestic front. Opposition
to Corbachev's policies 

- both overt
and covert - from the conservative
forces within the Party and resistance
to perestroika from the bureaucracy,
were acting as brakes. Consequently,
the Soviet economy was not respond-
ing to the efforts at restructuring. On
the other hand men like Boris Yeltsin,
who are not happy with the pace of
perestroika are complaining of the
inadequacy of the measures so far tak-
en.

Speaking to Der Spiegel on
October 19, 1988, Gorbachev
observed: "There has been much
clamouring both here and especially
abroad that perestroika is being held
back by bureaucrats. This is so, but not
quite so. lt is being held back most of
all by conservatism, which is to be
found at every level."

Qorbachev's constant worry about
the conservatives has been surfacing

.,rl rrri.r \' li .1.,

sonilied such cottsetvative lorces atid
Corbachev had to battle the resistance
every inch of the way. "Efforts are being
made to discredit perestroika from
conservative, leftist and sometimes
unmistakably anti-socialist positions. ln
effect, the conservative forces are try-
ing to imposy'bn us such evaluations
of the situation th't would prove resist-
ance to prestroika and mould in peo-
ple s minds the view that the process of
change begun in society shoulcl be
iralted or art leasi si<-rwt',-i <lowt r attcl
ucl l tdr lu Ll tqr ti r" ui-, I,vr r ri I iqllu , r |!!r,

ods of goventrrtent shoulrl be rcstorcul.
Other*,ise, they say, chaos will set in."

l r,','.lrvn f irsl .l.l

(Prauda September 10, 1989). Corba-
chev was no less critical of the group of
Deputies led by Boris Yeltsin when he
went on to add in the same statement
that those "who consider themselves
active reformers" and who, "want tg
lead perestroika onto the path of rash
decisions and hasty Projects are
prompted by ambition rather than real

Progress."

Executive Presidency
The creation of an Executive Presi-

dency preceded the 28th Party Con-
gress of the CPSU. Commenting on
the need for the Executive Presidency,
Corbachev said that "it would permit
balance the democratic and decentrali-
sation process, to consolidate them
with the help of a balancing mecha-
nism."(7ASS, March 4, 1990). He add-
ed that he would not avoid contesting
the post himself, for, as he declared," at
the time we are living through, I cannot
give up my mission." According to the
new law approved by the Soviet Parlia-
ment, the Executive President was to
be elected by a nation-wide poll. By an
,,r,...,_:rilr l_^rq.,_1,.,- rlr,. r;--r Fr:^_r,r:r.,.

i-'icsrdcrri" wds {.o Dc eicci.ed oy tire t*on-
giess of the Peoples' Deputies. On
March 14, 1990 Corbachev was
elected to the post by the Congress. He
secured 1329 of the 1824 valid votes
cast by the Deputies. The negative
votes numbered 495. While Gorbachev
needed 50% of the votes to get elected,
he actually gol 59.2%. The fact that
about 41 % of the votes were either not
cast or were cast against him is an indi-
cati<.,'n uI ti re oppr<-lsii.ion tirat Corba-
ilrcv faced. Still, it was the first victori'

SJreech', Co:bachev a-ssurerl the Con.
qress that there rvas no reason to fear

that the President would usurp power
and guaranteed that he woulci not go
back on public openness and political
pluralism, "which have become reali-
ties here".

Party Leadership
A question now arose whether .he

could hold two posts 
- President as

well as Ceneral Secretary of the CPSU.
ln his acceptance speech as Executive
President, Corbachev admitted he
shared "the view point of the Deputies
who believe that this cornbination -today and in the near future - is dictat-
ed by the interests of perestroika." But,
when a multi-party system becomes
functional in the Soviet Union, there is
no guarantee that the President-elect
will always belong to the Communist
Parly. When he said in his acceptance
speech, "as President lwant to wish the
Communist Party - the country'most
influential political force - success in
implementing its platform for its 28th
Party Congres," it sounded as if he was
distancing the Soviet Union's President
from the Communist Party. But, for the
present, Gorbachev had to hold on to
iiri: t).'in., 'r.ls: .tl.j ). iit ,ti.l.tr l,t .r :ilr .'r

his aims.

Issues before the 28th Party Con-
gress.

The difference between the 27th and
the 28th Party Congresses has been
that on the eve of the 27th Congress,
Corbachev had just coined the words
Prestroika and Clasnost. While nobody
knew wlrat Perestroike was all about.
Clasnost had not yet becon.re fuily <-rper-

ational. There were no serious diifer-

r:oul,i drc.rrl of Article 6 of tlre Con:;ti
tu'.ion being torrched. Peoplc !<new that



the economy was not healthy but now
they wei'e experiencing a rotten econo-
my. The nationalities question had not
yet become serious in l986 nor could
any one think that Lithuania would
declare itself independent, to be fol-
lowed by the other Baltic republics. On
the even of the 28th Party Congress, the
imponderables of the 27th Party Con-
gress had become realities. Even the
Russian Republic had declared itself a
sovereigrr state once Yeltsirr becarle its
President. A separate Communist Party
of Russia (CRP)was formed outside the
CPSU. lts formation only brought into
sharp focus the challenge from the
'radicals' within the CPSU.

Thus, what dominated the 28th Party
Congress were issues concerning the
fate of the CPSU and the Soviet econo-
my; how to save the first and lift up the
second. Consequently, the economy
was discussed at length and hotly
debated at the Congress. The question
was which model was to be adopted
and which would suit the Soviet Union.
Corbachev proposed a multi-sectoral
economy, providing for diverse forms
of ownership and management with a

modern market infrastructure. In pro-
posing a market economy. Gorbachev
assured the Congress that the govern-
ment will not allow a sudden spurt in
the prices and that the people would be
socially protected against any adverse
effects on their living standards. This
meant that the subsidies would contin-
ue and would be phased out slowly, as
against Ryzhkov's proposals for a steep
rise in prices. ln fact, Ryzhkov and Leo-
nid Abalkin argued that switching over
to the market economy was not possi-
ble without sacrifice and accepting a
price rise. The cleleqates were naturallv
'i:':"

bachev had to admonish Ryzhkov for
suggesting a price rise. But. the market
economy, the concept of which is not
fully understood in the Soviet Union
cannot be achieved without free enter-
prise. A small dose of free enterprise
was earlier injectgrl into the Soviet
economy through "service cooperatives
and individual enterprises in certain
defined fields. The former came to be
criticised on the qround that the service
cooperatives were making huqe profits.
It is inevitahlr'. sooner or latcr that !he
Soviet citizens. pamper,ed with subsidi-
sed tood and services. will learn to live
with a market economy in the real
sense of the term. lt may be some time

before the Soviet leaders and econo-
mists come to grips with the concept of
market economy. For the time being,
however, the concept has acted as the
unifying factor at the Congress.

Despite several measures, the Soviet
economy does not seem to hold high
hopes of revival without Western assist-
ance - a fact now being realised by
Corbachev. It may be recalled that in
October, 1988 he had rejected the idea
of the Soviet Union being assisted by
the West under a 'Marshall Plan'. "lt is
not the first time that we hear about a
'Marshall Plan' for the USSR. This is, as
I understand it, rather an image and in
some respects an instance of arro-
gance. lt is claimed that without the
capitalist engine, it will be impossible to
pull out the economic train. To cut a

long story short, I will say the following
we are sure that we will resolve our
problems on our own, but we are pre-
pared fully to use opportunities offered
by external relations," Gorbachev had
told Der Spiegel. He had even asserted:
"We are not expecting assistance." But,
Corbachev's optimism was shattered
before long and in July this year he sent
an SOS to Ceorge Bush seeking assist-
ance in hard currency. While Bush
responded favourably and communi-
cated NATO's decision to help the Sovi-
et Union, Helmut Kohl and Francois
Mitterand were all for granting econom-
ic aid to Corbachev. When the issue
was discussed at the NATO meeting in
London, Britain, Canada, ltaly and
Japan expressed that "financial assist-
ance to the Soviet Union should follow
the implementation of a convincing
reform programme.': There was con-
sensus among the allies to help the Sovi-
et Union and it was left to individual

j'j : i : : J l.r.:r.1,t lt; lir':irt;.'i', ts i :

which form they should help Corba-
chev.

The Future of the CPSO
The position of predominance of the

CPSU is a thing of the past and "it now
seems clear to all that in a democratic
state, which the new Soviet leadership
wants to build, transition to a multi-
party system is inevitable." (Yuri Deni-
sov, Iher Tirnes of lndia July lO, 1990)
Yeltsin suggest€ i tlrat the various
qroups that have sprung up be organi-
sduuildlr) I cLugr rtsctl .tt rt,l dllOW CdCl r

cornmunist enougtr time for political
self determination'. lf the democratic
forces join together, under conditions
of enhanced democratisation and radi-

lListen to Vaclav Havel

I N",,,r,,,u./r says his nressage is more
j searching than any since Abraham Lin-
I coln s Second lnaugural Address. The
I following are excerpts from recent
' speeches. S<-rme of them may be mem-
I orized by future school children.

"The dividing line in my country did
not run between the communists and
the rest of the people. lt ran betrveen
rvltat is qood ,rnrl hetl irt tltt: !,,'art of
each person.

"We still do not know how to put
morality ahead of politics, science. and
economy.

"The only genuine backbone of all of
our actions is responsibility - to some-
thing higher than my family, my country,
my firm, my success.

"The salvation of this human world
lies nowhere else than in the human
heart, in the human pou/er to reflect, in
human meekness and in human repon-
sibility.

"The cold war is being replaced by an
era in which all of us 

- 
large and small

- former slaves and former masters -will be able to create what your great
President Lincoln called the family of
man.

calisation of perestroika, such an alli-
ance could form the vanguard of the
society and keep the conservatives at
bay, went the argument. ln so far as the
CPSU is concerned, either it will have to
renew itself and forge an alliance either
with democratic forces to retain its
active role in perestroika or lose its sta-
tus as a real political force.

Suggestions by others oscillated
between consolidation and split and
when a split is inevitable, "in what
lunites rrs we shall cooperate and in
',i l r.:i i : ..,.;,tr,..- .. i.: l '.l r:-;, , -',-' ,, r:ll
argue and debate", said lvan Polozkov,
First Secretary of the Communist Party
of the RSFSR. Participating in the
debates at the Plenary meeting of the
Central Committee of the CPSO earlier
in February 1990, Ryzhkov said that a
multi-party system in the Soviet Onion
is a fait accompli and called for a reli-
able legal basis for a multi-party sys-
tem. At the February 1990 Plenum,
endorsing the viervs of Eduard Shevar
dnadze, who had said that a viable par-
h,,r,_-,_lo.J 1,,..,n.-a.,,or

corbachev stressed ir,ui tl.r" tCPSu

should change its way of functioning,
its relations with state and economic
bodies and abandon the practice of

'.i
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commanding them and substituting
for their functions." The Party in a

renewing society can exist and play its
role as a vanguard only as a democrat-
ically recognised force. This means
that its status should not be imposed
through Constitutional endorsement."

The complexion of the CPSU has
been changed in the draft new rules
published in March 1990. The Party's
aim is now described to be "to create
humane and democratic socialism."; a

Party member now does not enjoy any
privileges nor membership limit his civ-
ic rights and liabilities. The rules for the
first time provide for voluntary with-
drawal from membership. The CPSU
will also have to operate according to
the USSR Constitution and laws and
"compete for political leadership in
society at free elections and through
other forms of expression of the Soviet
people's will."

Parly Posts and Ligachev
Corbachev's election as the Parly's

Ceneral Secretary at the 28th Parly
Congress was the ultimate event which
put him firmly in the saddle. A conserv-
ative dominated Congress had the
opportunity to elect Ligachev or any

other hardliner, which would have cre-
ated problems for Corbachev. ln fact,
Ligachev had asked Corbachev, in
June 1990, to quit the party post. "One
cannot lead the party, the vanguard
force, without giving it all one's time,"
Ligachev told a Congress of the Rus-
sian Communists in Moscow. But at
the elections held on July 10, 1990, in
a straight contest Corbachev polled
341 1 of the 4600 votes cast, while Tei-
muraz Avaliani, First Secretary of the
Kiselyevsk town parly committee,
secured only 501 votes. Ligachev, who
did not contest the post, had earlier
said that he would support Gorbachev
in any leadership vote. "l want to say

in advance that I will speak for leaving
Mikhail Corbachev as the leader of
our Party. I am convinced that this is
the decision the Congress will make."
However, Ligachev did contest the
newly created post of Deputy General
Secretary of the CPSU, but ultimately it
was Gorbachev's nominee, Vladimir
lvashko, who was elected. Ligachev's
rejection by the Congress is an indica-
tion of the reliance that the country
(including the conservatives) has
reposed in Corbachev.

After the 28th Party Congress, Gor-
bachev has certainly emerged victori-
ous and as the undisputed leader. ln
spite of the errors, miscalculations and
blunders in the implementation of the
policy of Perestroika (to which the Party
leadership has agreed) the country has
come to the conclusion that only Gor-
bachev can deliver the goods, sooner
or later. The Congress did not mince
words in criticising Gorbachev and his
team for the economic and social ills
that the country was facing. A section
of the military was particularly critical of
Gorbachev's foreign policies. With so
much of opposition in the Congress,
how did Gorbachev manage to win?
The answer is simple: There is no alter-
native to a drastic transformation of
Soviet society and there is none to
replace Gorbachev at the present time.
Even the conservatives realised this. lf
now a defeated Ligachev decides to
retire, the conservatives will not take
much time to fall in line with Corba-
chev. The military too needs a purge;
and one may expect it sooner than lat-
er.

DR. VASONDFTARA MOHAN teaches at the
Ccntre of Soviet Studies, Bombay Oniversl$
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1990 is the birth centenary year of two eminent men who have left a lasting impress in their fields of endeavour - Boris Pasternak
and Walter Lippmann.

Pasternak was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature for his novel Dr. Zhivago a moving account of life in Soviet Russia. He survived
Stalinist repression only to be hounded by Khrushchev's minions. Walter Lippmann, perhaps the most eminent columnist in modern
times. was a journalist, author and advisor to Statesmen. Freedom /i-irst is honoured to carry an assessment of these two great men
of this century.

But we begin with Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel whose I 15th birth anniversary falls on October 31 this year. The Sardar died a mere forty
months atler lndia attained indepenCence. Had he lived but a few years longer India perhaps would not be facing the problerns that now
bedevil her.

Sardan Vallebhtehal Pate!
Exemplar of the Realpolitik

Santishree D.N.B. Pandit

Sordor Potelwos os much o disciple of M.K. Gondhios Nehru wos. Their difference loy in their
opprooches to problems. Potel wos the reolist por excellence, o defender of free enterprise, of

notionol interests, Hindu primocy ond seculorism ond o foith in porliomentory ciemocrocy.

The term realpolitik was first used
by the German publicist Ludwig von
Rochau in his book, Grundsatze der
realpolitik, a critique of the lack of real-
ism in the policies followed by the Cer-
man liberals during the years 1U8-49.
The term was particularly applied to
Bismarck's policy during the years of
German unification. Realpolitik is
defined as a policy to cover the integra-
tion of power, morality and self-interest
into a 'policy of the possible'.

ln lndia there was one man rvho
practised this policy of the possible. He
was Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, India's
first Deputy Prime Minister, Home Min-
ister and lnformation and Broadcasting
Minister.

Sardar Patel has been badly neglect-
ed in our recent history. There is not

pup"ir and books.

The 'Patelian'View
This paper tries tc analyse Patel's

contribution to the making of Modern
lndia and its politicalthought. The view
that has been publicised, widely written
about, is the Nehruvian. lt is the con-
tention of this paper that there was
another view as well, that was the Pate-
lian view. Due to his death in 1950 and
the course of Indian politics thereafter,
it was pushed to the backcrorrncl. lhis
vlew was lne qollllllal)i vlew qi.lllllg
Patel's lifetirne ( I E57- I 950) ar rci ciuriitg
the recent Lok Sabha and Assernbly

elections.
What was the Patelian view? Sardar

Patel himself wrote very little and was a
man of few words. From the available
material published, it is clear that he
was a product of the freedom move-
ment, a disciple of Mahatma Candhi
and Lokamanya Tilak. But in reality, his
approach to politics was Kautilyan or
Chant<yan if you wish.

He was a realist who believed that
lndia should be a strong country. He
did it through the integration of the
princely states with the lndian Onion.
He wanted a strong centre, very much
what Kautilya wanted. The idea that in
the absence of coercive power (danda)

of the State, society relapses into a
state of anarchy (matsgangaua). The
authority to exercise the danda is
derived by the sovereign from society
and limited by society's conception of
dharma or justice.

ln pursuance of a strong Centre,
Patel wanted the lndian National Con-
gress (lNC) to be representative of all
points of view. This he thought was
possible only if the INC had a strong
organisation with dedicated workers. lt
is here that he had to take hard and diF
ficult decisions. One such was the
accusation levelled by K.F. Nariman
that it was Patel who sidelined him for
the leadership of Bombay Province and
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instead gave it to B.G. Kher. A Commit-
tee nominated by the parry* found no
truth in the accusation.

ln another incident when a decision
of the Congress Parliamentary Board
was flouted by N.B. Khare, the then
Chief Minister of the Central Provinces,
Patel called for Khare's resignation. ln
the former case, he was accused by his
detractors of being communal and in
the latter of not being communal (pro-
Hindu) enough. He believed that an
institution like the lNC, which was wed-
ded to the achievement of indepen-
dence and the welfare of the people,
should be disciplined. Patelwas a man
of action. Even Mountbatten recogni-
sed this. He told Mahatma Candhi,
when Patel was contemplating resigna-
tion in 1947, due to differences with
Nehru on important matters of policy:
"He's in fact running the country, you
can't let him go or the country would
disintegrate".

These differences were on both
domestic and foreign policy issues.
They differed on lndia's economic pol-
icy and on the issue of minorities, i.e.
the policy of secularism. ln foreign pol-
icy, Patel accepted Nehru's views in
general, but in his policy towards Paki-
stan and China, there were differences.

Let us first take up Patel's views on
domestic policy. He was a man with
foresight and a realist who realised by
1941 that partition of the country on
the basis of religion was inevitable.
Hence in the Interim Qovernment of
1945, he was insistent on the Home
portfolio, for he wanted the control qf
law and order with the lNC. He feared
that the Muslim Leaguers were berit on
creating trouble. His doubts were fur-
ther strengthened when he realised
that Liaquat Ali Khan as Finance Minis-
'1.:i lr:J itri.i-oJuced unprecel.ilia"l'r.r),
es for the higher slabs. He though! that
this was a clever budget aimed at
harassing the businessman, a majority
of whom were Hindu and were helping
the Congress financially. He opposed
the Budget but Nehru and others did
not realise the consequences as Patel
did.

But subsequent events showed that
the lNC, committed a qreat mistake in
agreeing to hand over the Finance
portfolio to the Muslim Leaqrre. Thi"
gave the League an opportunlty to
interfere in every branch of the admin-
istration and obstruct the policies of the

lNC. "Whatever proposalwas made by
Sardar Patel", writes Maulana fuad,
"was rejected or modified beyond rec-
ognition by Liaquat Ali Khan. His per-
sistent interference made it difficult for
any Congress member to function
effectively."

Sardar Patel saw the repercussions of
this budget in free lndia after partition.
When the Covernment of lndia tried to
float their public loan of Rs 500 million,
it remained unsubscribed. He saw this
as a precise reason to make Shanmu-
kham Chetty the Finance Minister to
restore public confidence. lt is here that
he differed with Nehru on his policies.
He was by no means against nationali-
sation and heavy taxation. As a devout
follower of Mahatma Gandhi, he had
renounced private property and stood
to gain nothing from capitalism as
such. But he was convinced that lndia
had neither the trained personnel nor
the finances to run a huge public sec-
tor. The only way to raise the standard
of living of the people was to industriali-
se the country by every possible means
(including a measure of nationalized
communal credit industries) but would
principally depend on private enter-
prise.

Minorities and Hindulsm
On the question of minorities, Patel

was very straightforward. He made it
clear that secularism was the policy of
the strong and was against giving any
special rights for the minorities. He felt
any pampering would only make the
State partial and increase communal
tensions. Speaking at Kathiawar, he
said:

"lt was to put an end to this dual
loyalty that we agreed to create Paki-
ri:iiL ;.r ;lr r. i ,, !l:, , ..1.,i ,j

abide in that faith <En tind a place
where they can pursue it. ln lndia,
there is no place for such persons. lf
they stay in lndia, it can only be as
loyal citizens; otherwise they have to
be treated as foreigners with all the
attendant disabilities. They should
live in lndia like brothers and in har-
rirony with non-Muslims."
Patel believed in the regeneration and

reorqanisation of Hindu society. He felt
that Hindus as a whole were submissive
anC conciliaton, and, beinq the rnaioritv
community, their overall backwardness,
lack of organisation and discipline and
comparative inability to defend them-
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selves against miscrean+.s of other com-
munities was a blot on their character.
His concept was sirnply that of Cisci-
pline, organisation and defensive prep-
arations in the event of aqgression on
the parl of other comrnunities be they
Muslims or othei"s. By no means did
this concept include any aggressive
designs against the other communities.

He felt that without the elimination of
the many evils that had crept into Hindu
society of which untouchability was the
most glaring and pernicious, neither the
community nor the country could be

2rogressive in lts outlook. To the extent,
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) fitted into this concept,it had his
sympathy and support. But when it
involved itself in a conflict with the
Muslims or any other community, he
did not hesitate to express his disap-
proval. He could not convince himself
that there was a case for banning the
RSS, as there was no evidence (of RSS
involvement) in the assassination trial of
Mahatma Gandhi, though he was under
pressure to do so. Patel proposed that
'RSS men carry on their patriotic
endeavour only by joining the Congress
and not by keeping a separate identiiT
and by opposing the lNC.

Kashmir and China

Patel totally disagreed with Nehru's
handling of the Kashmir issue. ln his
view Nehru made a mistake in asking
the Indiarn Army to stop just when they
had all but thrown out the Pakistani
intruders. He opposed taking tl-re issue
to the United Nations for he felt that
Kashmir was an internal domestic mat-
ter. He tried to persuade Nehru not to
commit lndia to plebiscite for he
thought this would create problems lat-
er. Sardar Patel had told Mountbatten
thar the Kashmir issue shorrld he rt,ith-
u, - * r-, .iu, , , 'Li t.: -, iiie ..i i'ju;iui rs. r rc i.r-ll.t
him that India was reaping the fruits of
three cardinal blunders: The first was
the appointment of V.K. Krishna
Menon as High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom, since he was a known
communist sympathiser; secondly, the
appointment of Asaf Ali as lndia's
Ambassador in the Onited States (since
his wife, Aruna, was a communist); and
finally always voting against the Anglo-
Arncrican blcc, a line which Vijayalal<-
shmi P"r-rrlit (Nehru's sister and leader
,,frl,. i., .,-., .i..i.,..,'.r;...- 1,. r1..,1ll.!\ b-.1

taken on seve;l issues, whereas
Zafrullah Khan the Pakistan delegate
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If Sardar Patel had been Prime irlinister ...
My own understonding is ihot if Sordor Potel hod been prime Minister
... ond not Nehi'u, lnCio would hove gone furlher oncl fcster. Economic
policles would hove been much more progmqtic... Since ogriculture
come first with the Sordor, while heovy industry come first with Nehru,
lhe stcndord of life of the people would hove improved ... Abrood,
lndio would hove hod more friends ond her prestige would hove been
higher thon it wos towords the encJ of Nehru's chequered coreer
Flinoo Masani - A.qain.sr tlrc TicI::

played his cards brilliantly. He lament-
ed that the tragedy was that Nehru was
neither a communist nor pro-Rr"rssian,
but he had succeeded in giving the
impression to the rest of the Common-
wealth and America that lndia was
going against them. This, Patel felt, was
the basic reason for their hostility to
lndia and friendship with Pakistan. He
wanted lndia to be on the best of terms
with the USA; as lndia needed her help
to build up her economy.

Patel saw the Chinese invasion of
Tibet in 1950 as a clear indication of
China's imperialistic designs. He gave
expression to his doubt on China's real
intentions in a letter written to Nehru on
7 November 1950. He wanted India to
strengthen her defence and communi-
cation systems in the border areas for
he feared that China would attack lndia
in the near future as the buffer state of
Tibet had disappeared. Nehru inter-
preted the Chinese action as being
motivated by fears of American acts
against the Chinese Communist
regime. Patel refused to accept this
interpretation. Patel minced no words
in denouncing China's aggression in
Tibet.

Nehru and Patel

Several writers have represented
Nehru as secular and Patel as commu-
nal. This not correct. Even the imposi-
tion of Nehru as a leader on the
Congress by Gandhi was seen as an
-'.r)i.ji..i-)n,ri iiris. il'.r:r-lii D'; "1'.,. r. ,r'

choice of the r;:ajority. lf we carefully
examine the facts, the Mu lim League
saw all the three as communal. The
same view was expressed by MA. Jin-
nah, the founder of Pakistan, to Mount-
batten:

"Nehru himself was vain, loqua-
cious, unbalanced and unpractical
and that the real and almost abso-
lute real power lay with Patel. who
was actively aided and abetted by
Candhi."
Ft'en I .iaotrat Ali I(lra,. 1',aq 'licilll

sioned with Nehru. The Muslim Lea-
guers had a personal animosity

towards Nehru. The reason was while
they understood what Patel stood for
uis-a-urs the Muslims and they could
understand his point of view, they did
not know wlrat Nehru stood for in rela-
tion to them. They generally felt that
more harm had been done to the
cause of the Muslims, by Nehru's con-
tradictory behaviour and inconsistent
policies, than by Patel's open and clear
opposition to Muslim League policies.

Even at home, there was a change of
heart among several of his socialist
critics like Minoo Masani and Jayapra-
kash Narayan. This is what Rajagopala-
chari observed in an article in i971 (in
'Suar4jga'):

"When the independence of India
was coming ciose upon us, Gandhiji
who was the silent master of our
affairs had come to the decision that
Jawaharlal, who among all the Con-
gress leaders was most familiar with
foreign affairs, should be the Prime
Minister of Free India, although he
knew Vallabhbhaiwould be the best
administrator among them all...Un-
doubtedly it would have been better
... if Nehru had been asked to be the
Foreigri Minister and Patel made the
Prime Minister. I too fell into the
error of believing that Jawaharlal
was the nrore enlightened person of
the two and therefore it would be
best that he was Premier ...A myth
had grown about Patelthat he would
h- lrtrql. ilr,rlrlc M'rqlin-.c Tl'.ic ltr?a

d \!,Urlg riuLrrJrI, Ju!,L wdJ trlC Pl€-
vailing prejudice."
ln the final analysis, Patel was as

much a disciple of M.K. Candhi as
Nehru was. The difference lay in their
approaches to problems. Patel was the
realist par excellence, a defender of
free enterprise, of national interests,
Hindu primacy and secularism and
finally a faith in parliamentary democ-
racy.

Dr. SANTISHREE D.N.B. PANDIT is a Lecturer
,i.,L:,:.o"n"rent of Political Science. Goa Oni-



fhe Return of Boris Pasternak

ln the post-Perestroika world where
the Stalinist heritage is being disman-
tled with a vengeance that was unimag-
inable even a few years ago, Pasternak
has emerged as the synrbol of the sup-
pressed human spirit which finds
expression in great art.

Nobel Prize
ln 1958 he was awarded the Nobel

Prize for his notable achievement in
both contemporary poetry and the field
of the great Russian narrative tradition.
While rejecting the award, Pasternak
informed the Swedish Academy: "Con-
sidering the meaning this award has
been given in the society to which I

belong, I must reject this undeserved
prize which has been presented to me.
Please do not receive my voluntary
rejection with displeasure." A storm
was let loose when his novel Dr. Zhiua-
go which first appeared in ltalian in
1957, won the Nobel Prize in 1958. A
vicious hate campaign unleashed by
the various official wings of the govern-
ment drove Pasternak to near suicide.
FaceC with the prospect of being exiled
from his country in his old age, Paster-
nak rejected the Nobel Prize and
signed two letters of recantation to the
government which ensured his contin-
ued to stay in Russia. While handing
over a typescript of the book to a Milan
publisher for its publication outside
Russia, Pasternak had remarked: "You

have inr,,ited me to mv own execution."

years and ten (1890-1960). He has
been described as one of the most
enigmatic authors of the twentieth cen-
tury. As in all great artisis, his essence
eludes the gralp of the best eqqipfied
critical mind. His iyrical gifts combined
with extreme reticence make him a

complex writer. His talent for survival in
the most adverse circumstances
makes his achievement as an artist
even ilorc :'nysterious. While his earlv
Sccks of verse went unnoticed, with
\ r., .i. : ,. i ift. ( 1e?2\ arrd Thente.s anrl
Vi'riations (1923) he gained a place as
a leadinq poet among his Russian con-
temporaries. ln the twenties, along with
Esenirr and Mayakowski he was one of
the three prominent poets of the Soviet

Hod Posternok lived in o less
eventful period of Russion
history, he would hove just

remoined o greqt lyric poet.
But in focing the destructive

forces of history he
demonstroted o prophet's
foith in his personolvision

regime. While Esenin and Mayakowski
committed suicide Pasternak not only
survived but found means to articulate
his dissent in his works in a manner
that often escaped detection. His
ambivalence towards the revolution
made him suspect in the eyes of the
establishment. This explains the pauci-
ty of Pasternak material within Russia.
The first comprehensive biography of
Pasternak appeared only in 1981. Per-
haps in the changed circumstances a
wealth of suppressed material about
his life should become available for
future biographers. This hope is based
on the fact that the lives of his contem-
poraries have been extensively docu-
mented. '-

Schmidt as Pasternak
l.):1s,..-i;r.r.. , .,, ,. :..! rr, l

Revolution openly. But hrs works rreveL

leave his readers in doubt as to what he
valued in life. ln 1927 tuo of his works,
Lieutenant Schmidt and The Ye,ars cf
1905, dealr with the theme of the 1905
Revolution. ln Sub/ime Maladg (1924)
he had treated the same historical

E. V. Ramakrishnan

Thou monstrorrs idol of the State.
Freedom's eternal ante-room!
The centuries slink from their cells.
The wild beasts scour the Coliseum.
The prcacher's hand boldly confers
On the ciatrrp, liigs lris benedicticrrr,
Seeking by faith to tame the panther.
Eternal is the cycle's swing
To Roman church from Roman circus.
We too live by the self-same law,
We frorn the catacombs and mines.

ln lines that appear prophetic now
Pasternak could see that revolution is
followed by oppression which paves the
way for further struggle. In his biogra-
phy oi Pasternak Ronald Hingley writes:
"Thirty years after writing the poem,
Pasternak himself was to becqme the
Schmidt of a later generation. Just as
Schmidt had accepted leadership of a
naval mutiny against the empire of the
Tsars in 1905, so his creator was to
sponsor a one-man literary mutiny
againt the Soviet State fifty years later."

All his biographers have been at
pains to explain how Pasternak escaped'
persecution in Stalin's Russia. Accord-
ing to information which leaked out lat-
er, he narrowly escaped arrest in the
second half of 1939. Pasternak was
both fascinated and repelled by Stalin.
According to one account he had a
meeting .with Stalin in the winter of
1924-25, the only time he met the dic-
tator who was well on his way to
become the most powerful man in Rus-
sia. Stalin had sought the opinions of
Pasternak, Yesenin and Mayakowski on

. i 'r ., . i , ;, r:i; r. .,.',:lf, i:ltf
Russian from Ceorgran, nrs rnottrer
tongue. Pasternak remembered him as
the most terrifying man he had ever
seer. Still at this early stage, Pasternak
retairred some regard for the Kremlin's
recluse. '!.i

,l'event as he saw it. The Schmidt of the Transition into Opposition
poem, Lieutenant Schmicll was a his- But, as the thirties progressed Paster-
torical personality who led the mutiny nak woke up to the nightmarish quality
in the Russian Black Sea fleet in of the totalitarian system. He said:
November, 1905. the poenr presenrs cveryi.lrirrg srrapped inside me in 1936
him as a man torn betweerr it-lve and whcn all those terrible trials began,
war. lne tollowlog riltjr ur (r'L pvg!,. ,,.-.--*,i il:- : ''': "''' '"' "'r''li'r,r ;ts

shows how Pasternak rejects lhe offi- lhaC expected in 1935. My identifica-
cial Soviet view of the October Revolu- tion of myself with the period turned
tion as the epoch-making event that in[c opposition which I did not conceal.

I took refuge in translation. My creativewill end all revolutions:

Flcr'tlorrt Firsl 4 I



work stopped." He even abandoned
translating from Ceorgian. His transla-
tions of the major Shakespearian plays
and several works of Goethe, Schiller,
Kleist and Ben Johnson belong to this
period. That Pasternak could use trans-
lation to articulatg his pent-up fury is
evident from his rendering of nrany
passages in Hamlet. The 1940 text of
Pasternak's rendering of the famous
soliloquy 'To be or not to be', when
translated back into English, reads like
this:

Who, otherwise, would tolerate the
spurious grandeur
Of rulers, the ignorant rudeness of
potentates,
The universal hypocrisy, the impossibility
Of pourirrg out one's heart, unhappy love
And the belittling of merit by
non-entities

Obviously, Pasternak was stating his
view of Stalin's Russia. lt is no accident
that the opening poem of the Zhivago
cycle is titled 'Hamlet'. The mask of
madness, 'the antique disposition', is
what an artist wears in confronting real-
ity. Pasternak saved himself from the
clutches of the dictator's rage with the
cultivated stance of an eccentric. But in
casting himself in that role Pasternak
was taking a calculated risk. In his notes
to Shakespeare's tragedies he interpret-
ed Hamlet as a tragedy of duty and self-
denial. The figures of Hamlet and Christ
merge into one in his poem 'Hamlet' in
a drama of heroic mission where life is
lived dangerously. Pasternak's signifi-
cance as an artist is precisely in this tes-
tament of faith in the individutrl's ability
to resist the system by taking risks. The
act of self-denial is an act of subversion.

tl {*tu t
^illS*,'i?4*

The Parable of Zhivago
ln the parable of the destiny of Yuri

Zhivago, Pasternak was able to realize
this message with consummate artistic
skill. lt was by presenting the particular-
ity of the individual life and its worth
and integrity in Dr. Zhiuaqo that he
rebelled against the ruthlessness of the
Soviet system. He told a British journal-
ist in 1959: "The writer is the Faust of
modern society, the only surviving indi-
vidualist in a mass age. To his orthodox
contemporaries he seems a semi-mad
man." Like his creator, Dr. Zhivago is
indeed a Faustian figure whose tor-
mented inner world is at odds with the
collectivised social order of Soviet Rus-
sia. The idea of writing a grand work of
fiction in the Tolstoyan tradition seems
to have haunted Pasternak even before
1920. His life was punctuated with
many prose fragments, some of which
anticipate this great piece of fiction.
The novel chronicles the inner world of
the hero who is a Muscovite, a doctor
and a poet. Both Pasternak and the
hero are approximately of the same
age. The narrative is both lyrical and
reflective, epic and dramatic in which
the weathers and seasons of the great
Russian land assume central signifi-
cance, rooting man in the life of nature.
This indirectly is a rejection of the sys-
tem or institutions which ruthlessly
annex man disregarding his native
impulse for love and human warmth.
The novel refers to Lenin as 'ven-
geance incarnate' and obliquely
describes Stalin as a 'pockmarked Cali-
gula'. Yuri also rejects the scientific
nature of Man<ism in these words: "lt
hasn't enough self-contpl for that. The
sciences have more eqililibrium. And
what of Marxism's so-called objectivity?
I don't know any movement further
f-,r"- !!- - f ::1._r "

Long before the novel was complet-
ed it became the subject of gossip in
the literary circles of Moscow. The
authorities had reason to fear its publi-
cation as, obviously, it was not the type
of novel that would promote five-year
plans. ln an attempt to bring pressure
on Pasternak to abandon the novel, his
mistress Olga was arrested and sen-
tenced to five years in a hard labour
canrp in 1946. She was later releasecl
onlv a few months after Stalin's doath.
L-ver r r\rir usne ncv 

" xritiu nact not
changed enough to accommodate
something as original as Dr. Zhiuago.

ln its rejection of the novel in 1956,
Noug mir, the official Russian literary
journal was categorical that no omis-
sions or alterations could adequately
correct a work, "which reflecls, in its
general spirit,'a complete rejection of
the October Revolution."

Had Pasternak lived in a less eventful
period of Russian history, he would
have just remained a great lyric poet.
He was a shy man, both elusive and
secretive who shunned publicity. But in
facing the destructive forces of history
he demonstrated a prophet's faith in
his personal vision. That subsequent
developments in the latter part of this
century have borne him out is a tribute
to the innate strength of art to see
beyond the immediate present. Now
that his motherland is ready to read his
works in the original, his celebration of
the creative spirit of man fulfils its sub-
versive function. As he says in Dr. Zhi-
uago. "Man'is born to live, not to
prepare for life."

PROF. E.V. R,AI{AKRISHNAN is a Lecturer in
the Department of English, South Gujarat Oni-
versity, Surat

I think I've seen life
Its the emotions I evoke
Life to me is an indepth study

- a study so intense,
it brings about'worry

- This worry leads to stress
which is no facade - which is no dress
At this state of mind,
the essence of living passes by me
I then think I am exposed to reality
lf this is reality - then I am experiencing
life
Can I then say 'l have seen life'
I try to live everyday,

[Jut - io I am on tne wrong tracK
I guess it is the pressure that has made
,le crack
to live everyday is to face life in its truest
form
How then can I fight the dismay a part of
living - a norm
All this has caught me unaware
It has piled in front of me
and all I can do is stare
Where oh where is the island of peace?
I want to find a solace to keep.

Karan Johar, I 8. a student of St. Xavier's
Colleqe wrote this in the ten minrrtes alloted

f u, ulrPqu,.g rrr q I rqr

Speeches' competition.
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Walter Lippmann
The Philosopher As Political Analyst

D. Anjaneyulu

Wolter Lippmonn knew o greot mony politicol leoders of close quorters. But he preferred to keep
his distonce from the corridors of power. He believed thot o commentotor could no more enjoy

friendship with o stotesmon thon o dromotic critic could with o leoding lody

The binh cenlenatll of l|rc great American
joumalist Walter Lippmann, bom in Septetn-
ber 1889, seerns lo haue gone uiftuallg unno-
ticed in this country.

Almost all professions tend to be
identified, in the public mind, with a few
well-worn stereotypes. A journalist, for
instance, irrespective of his function
and category, is invariably seen to be a
gentleman in a hurry (certainly in a hur-
ry even if he is not quite a gentleman),
eager to jump to conclusions in his
anxiety to catch up with his assign-
ment. With his eye always on the
scoop, he has no time to stand and
stare, and hardly any to think and
reflect. Self-assurance, rather than self-
analysis, is, therefore, seen to be the firm believer in the basic virtues of
badge of his tribe. lf there are any democracy, he was not afraid to draw
exceptions to this general observation, attention to its weaknesses in decision-
at home or abroad, they only go to making and its dangers in the face of
piove the general rule. dogmatism and demagoguery. He was

Walter Lippmann, who left an indeli- a liberal.democrat, with both the words,
ble impress on politics and public life in starting in the lower case.
America in this century, was almost the Born in September 1889, a German
exact opposite of the popular stereo- Jew by extracton, Walter Lippmann
type. His significant professional career studied at Harvard, completing tfre four
was characterised by precocity, longev- years' course in three and gracfuating
ity and creativity. He had the intellectual with Phi Beta Kappa in 1910. A class-
equipment of a university don, but not mate of T.S.Eliot, he was a pupil of
the smug temperament to be satisfied Graham Wallas and George Santayana
to operate in the narrow grooves of and a protege of John Dewey and Wil-
academe. He had the outlook of a nhi- liam .-!ames, Earl;, !n his i..r..illr ir,:
I '.r-. li .t. , - l i: , )i'. :ll- it'i5iLs oi a devel<.lped admiration for the personal
recluse. resourcefulness of Theodore Roosevelt

lf journalism is seen to be the end- and the political idealism of Woodrow
product of the efforts of journeymsn, ft Wilson' With his impressive back-
is known to be about the most transient ground, he could have chosen the
cf all forms of writing. But Lippmann's prestigious life of an affluent academic
3ssays in authorship constitute a com- or that of a high-powered government
>aratively lasting iontribution t9 an official, but he made his choice deliber-
.rnderstanding oT the fundamentils of ately and became a journalist. And a

\merican pdblic life, if not to an analy- journalist he remained all his life, never
;is of the philosophy of American soci- ashamed to call himself a

:ty. At a time when 'public opinion'was 'newspaPerman'.

.eing deified as the 'supreme ruler of Starting his career with a hrief stint
\mpri-r' i. \r,1- l..r. t:-: lt:::t i-,.-:.,i--i w,, fi'rc Do"t-tiL Lornrno/l Llppmann
ts shortcomings as a constituent of a soon switched ever to Euergbodg's
ystem of government by consent. A Magazine. fusociated for some years

with 'Ihe Netu Republfc', a new journal
of opinion, he found a larger audience
on Joseph Pulitzer's Neu York World,
whose editorial page he conducted
from 1924 to 1931. After this fine
paper folded up, he was invited to con-
tribute a signed, syndicated column,
"Today and Tomorrow" for The Neus
York Herald Tribune. This he did till
almost the end of his working life,
around 1970. And it was through this
widely-read column that Llppmann
was known all over the English-
knowing world.

The column was still a comparatively
new feature then, even in American
journalism. But Lippmann was a col-
umnist with a difference. What he gave
his readers in "Today and Tommorow"
was neither news of events, nor mere
personal views and value judgements.
It was political analysis and social criti-
cism, judging men and evaluating
events according to first principles. lt
was in the column that he was able to
think of evocative words and phrases to
express new ideas and situations, like
"Cold War", "collective security" and
"containment". Some of his individual
assessments might have proved incor-
rect, but his basic judgement was
sound. He might have been wrong, but
never on tha sin- af .1''66- -r\ir' 

',1'a1;.;

i.-io..ji r*jo ur r l\)r lC)r l I lis]udglllel ll.

It is well-known, for instance, '\at
Lippmann backed Al Smith instead of
F.D. Roosevelt; Thomas Dewey instead
of Harry S. Truman; and had an initial
soft corner for Richard Nixon, but he
was not afraid to correct himself. He
was suspicious of Franklin Roosevelt
and critical of his New Deal at the peak
of its popularity, sceptical of the efficacy
of the United Nations later, but did not
hesjtate to revisp his \",iews irr ihe linhr ^f
overwhelming evidence. Whai he
aimed at was not easy popularity but
rational analysis and correct under-
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standing, accordinq to his own lights.
ln the well-chosen words of the emi-

nent lndian jour"nalist, the late Franl<
Moraes, who met him in America (in
1956):

"Not all hrs prognostications. as I

recall them now, were fulfilled, but
his analysis of men and events was
unusual for its clarity and perceptive-
ness. These derived, one felt, from
his habit of assessing day-to-day
happenings against the broad sweep
of the history of human progress and
thought. Lippmann is interesting on
personalities, but he thinks in terms
of principles."

Of first principles in fact. One is
reminded, in this connection of Mat-
thew Arnold's observations on Edmund
Burke in 'The function of criticism at
the present time' in the course of which,
he said that Burke was great because
"He brings thought to bear on politics,
he saturates politics with thought. ... His
greatness is that he lived in a world in
which neither English Liberalism nor
English Toryism is apt to enter : the
world of ideas, not the world of catch-
words and party habits."

Lippmann performed this function
through his column in the Press, as
Burke did it through his speeches in the
House of Commons. He brought
thought to bear on politics, which nor-
mally is seen to have no use for it.

Though he knew many great political
leaders at close quarters 

- Theodore
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson. Calvin
Coolidge, Franklin Roosevelt, John
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Winston
Churchill, Charles de Caulle and many
others, Lippmann always preferred to
keep his distance from the corriders of
power to preserve his perspective and
objectivity to the extent humanly possi-

belongs must either perish or become
the universal order of mankind."

Against this lofty background, it
should be easy to imagine that Lipp-
mann was not the kind of communica-
tor, who would be satisfied with the fitful
and fleeting excitemenls of newspaper
reportage or periodical journalism. He
sought to discuss political issues and
social problems in depth and the result
was a series of serious books, nearly
two dozen of them, in his working life of
about six decades.

Suffice it here to rnention a few of the
titles, the more significant of them.
They are "A Preface to Politics (1913)
(which was his first book): Drift and
Masterg (1914); Public Opinion
(1922); The Phantom Public (1925);
Preface to Morals (1929); The Method
of Freedom (1934); The Neu lmpera-
tiue (7923); and The Good Societg
(1e43).

Perhaps, the best known and, in
some ways the most significant of his
works is The Public Philosophg
(1955), written with all the maturity of
his varied experience. ln this, he writes
about 'The two Realms - 

"that of this
world, where the human condition is to
be born, to live, to struggle and to die;
and that of the transcendent world in
which men's souls can be regenerated
and be at peace". He himself had lived
in these two realms, but mainly in two
parts of the realm of the earth - in the
theoretical realm of the ideal society;
and in the more practical and mundane
realm of day-do-day political problems.

"l have lived two lives", said Lipp-
mann, quite late in his professioaal
career, "one of books and one of news-
papers. Each helps the other. The phi-
losophy is the,context in which I write

philosophy was his love, journalism
was his mistress. Though he was no
rigid monogamist in his intellectual life
(or even rnarital life, for that matter), it
was rernarkable that he remained faith-
ful to both.

Unlike many colleagues in the pro-
fession, who would make a virtue of
their bohemian life and disorderly hab-
its. Lippmann led a very disciplined life.
While taking a lively interest in day-to-
day events, national and international,
he always remained unruffled by the
excitement of the passing show. His
professional engagements were fixed
well in advance. It is mentioned, for
instance, that when he was to meet
Khrushchev in Moscow and once the
date was finalised, even the almighty
Commissar could not have it changed!

True, Lippmann was a striking
example of the journalist as intellectual
and as humanist. But he was not con-
tent with that role of observer and ana-
lyst. He would also be a pragmatic
participant. "lt is not enough to criticise
the official's policy," he said, "rve must
put ourselves inside his skin, for unless
we have tried to face up to the facts
before him, what we produce is noth-
ing but holier-than-thou moralizing."

It may be remembered, in this con-
nection, that Lippmann, the youthful
aide to Elihu Root and Colonel House,
had the distinction of drafting eight of
Wilson's Fourteen Points at Versailles
in 1919. And over four decades later,
he was still alert enough to help John
Kennedy prepare his inaugural
address, changing Kennedy's descrip-
tion of the Soviet Union from "enemy"
to "adversary", a subtle shade that facil-
itated a significant shift in policy.

Early in his career, soon after leaving
the University, his friend and classmate,
.!.r1,;r Rr'.-:,1 lr r.i: l Lii,r r iir:, .:, 1.'
Presicient ot America. But i're citose the
role of observer, philosopher and
adviser, deliberately. Norrnan Podho-
retz (Editor of Commentarg) put it so
aptly and effectively when he said:
"Presidents come and go; Congress-
men and Senators come and even they
eventually go; but Walter Lippmann
stays on in Washington for ever - the
last articulate Lepresentative of the
political ambience of an older America,
our last remaining link with the ethos of
lhe Fede ra I i s I pape r s."

DR. D. ANJANEYOLU is a well-known author
and journalist

l:l.l..l;,..,i1_rr: ri:! \r r" .

could no more enjoy friendship wiih a
!,1\ li ti): )

statesman than a dramatic critic ccluld
with a leading lady (if he hopes to retain
his judgement and character).

He was a firm believer in democracy,
but he distrusted the professional
scholar as also the popular dema-
gogue, the former because he did not
know public opinion: the latter because
he knew nothing else. He was also
sceptical of patriotic predilections and
populist prejudices passing for political
idealism. He disaoproved of "tht- fall.ac',
of assuming that this is one world and
that the social order to which one

F,i't'. 1, rir / l'<i i.l

tory in which I test the philosophy and
keep it from becoming too abstract".

But he managed to live those two
lives simultaneously. One (the newspa-
per column) was the grist to his mill.
The other (books and philosophy) was
the end-product of his mind; the fruit of
his life-time's study and analysis, imag-
inatiorr and contemplation. One repre-
sents the productive side; the other the
crcative element

William -lames, the philosopher of
[)r:--r-ari.-r-. \:,]c r,.-;i --1,, ? !.',-..,rf I.i..

youth but a major. formative influence
on his life and personality. But, while



Life After Death
5. Jayaraman

Up to the mid '6Os proceeding on
earned leave was a nightmare for
gazetted officers of the Central Cov-
ernment. Things were much worse
for officers outside New Delhi. Offi-
cers could draw their pay only on an
authority issr-red by the Accountant
Ceneral, Central Revenues (ACCR)
termed, 'pay slip' in Covernment
parlance. ln the case of officers in
New Delhi other than the ACCR only
the Pay and Accounts Officers
(PAO)/Treasury Officer (TO) came
in the picture. On the other hand, for
officers working in other stations the
Accountant Ceneral (AA) of the
State concerned also came in the
picture between the local TO and the
AGCR which added to the delay in
their getting their pay.

Officers proceeding on leave other
than casual leave had to get their pay
slip for leave only after the Control-
ling Officer (CO) had issued a notifi-
cation in the Gazette of lndia giving
the nature and duration of leave of
the officer. This itself look time as the
nature and admissibility of the leave
had first to be certified by the AGCR
who maintained the service record
including leave record. Leave salary
bills had to be accompanied by a
'Life Certificate' issued by a gazetted
officer. Again, after the officer had
resumed duty, a similar gazette noti-
fication would have to be issued by
the CO about the officer having
resumed duty after the expiry of the
leave. The ACCR would authorise
the bfficer drawincJ his dutv pay onlv

As that procedure involved con-
siderable delay and resulted in avoid-
able hardship to officers, the
Covernrnent made an effort at
streamlining the procedure; it
enabled officers to draw their duty
pay without waiting for the gazette
notification but after the CO had for-
warded to the TO and the ACS con-
cerned the joining report, called the
CTC irr Covet'titttettt parlaitce.

I was then workinq as a llarketir.rq

;i; 
"'.L,:i 

J' :1 ;:; H,,.; : "i' ; ;;.-:tion at Nagpur. After availing myself

of earned leave for two months I

resumed duli and started drarving
duty pay. After the lapse of about a
month I received the pay authority
for my leave period, the 'leave salary
slip', whereupon I sent my leave sala-
ry bill to the Treasury for encasl-r-
ment. After about three or four days
I was startled to receive back my
leave salary bill with the TO's objec-
tion slip reading, "Life certificate not
attached". This despite of the fact
that the very same TO had passed
my pay bills for periods subsequent
to my leave period! lwent personally
to the TO with the objected bill so as
to present myself in flesh and blood
before him and thereby impress
upon him that lwas very much alive;
besides, he also linew me very well
as a friend. Surprisingly my plea
went into deaf ears. He stuck to his
objection saying, "Dr. Jayaraman, I

am very sorry that I am unable to
help you unless you attach a life cer-
tificate duly signed by some gazetted
officer, other than yourself'. When I

told him that he too was a gazetted
officer and who also knew rrr€ V€r!
well and could thus give me the life
certificate his reply was. "What do I

know about the period during which
you were on leave and were also out-
side Nagpur?"

Though I couldn't help laughing at
his wooden headed approach I

restrained myself for obvious rea-
sons only musterii\ up courage to
tell him that scientific advancement
in an'., narl of the rvorld (let alqn^
,iruiaT rrati tiir lirerr trot etidbieci lrrui-
tals like me dead for two months and
later to be resurrected for resuming
duty under the Covernment and
thereby cheat the Covernment by
drawing leave salary even when
dead. He would not entertain any-
thing of that type of commonsense
stuff, confirming the widely held and
oft expressed view that common-
sense and government are poles
.rpart. I ruslred back to rny office,
obtained a 'Life certificate' frorn nry

idiosyncratic superior - that is me

- rather than continue to reel under
the tyranny of a Hitler in office in
addition to a Hitler-like better half
at home.

After all, it was immaterial to me
who needed his leave salary badly. ln
this bargain, bcth of r-rs, tlre l'O ar-,d

I, had made our point. lgot my leave
salary thanks to an obliging junior
(gazetted) officer who issued a 'false'

Iife certificate to me without having
seen me in Iife during the period for
which he issued the 'Life Certificate'.
The TO was happy in that he had not
killed his conscience by issuing a
'false' certificate about my being
alive which was not within his per-
sonal knowledge and he could also
stick to rules as an officer of out-
standing strictness. He was well-
known for his being a stickler for
rules.

IVlORAL:
"Anyone holding a gazetted post

under the Central Government has a

life after death"l

DR. S. JAYARAfVIAN retired as Joint Agricul-
tural Marketing Adviser to the Government of
India.

More Staff, Less Work
lndia has about 40 per cent more

bank employees per million dollars of
assets than Pakistan, 150 per cent more
than Indonesia, and nearly 300 per cent
more thbn Malaysia. With such burgeon-
ing cost and dwindling profis'the banks
can jack up their capital only if govern-
ment holds eqLritv in thc-.r-n. This means it

wages of government inefficiency, by
having more inflation and a lower stand-
ard of living.

When there is no risk of loss of depos-
its because of state ownership, those
who are in charge of their deployment
often act recklessly in using those
resources 

- 
as happened not iong ago

in Chile. Argentina and Mexico. The
price you then pay is raging inflation and
financial chaos. Lenin once said that if
;ou Cct,..::r",i.iirLr-! .:;;J fi:r-r:.,-r. y.,u
hasten the advent of Commrrnism With
rL^ ^-...--l-l:-- a

' I- r.-1 . .,

Europe even this choice is denied to
lndia.

Deena Khatkate

have !nstead loved
Certificate' to his

to give a

Hitler-like.
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'Press'ing Problems
The 39th lPl Annual Assembly - A Report

It is rather surprising that the recently
concluded 39th Annual Assembly of
the lnternational Press lnstitute (lPI)

Geneva, an important event in the
world of the print and electronic media,
failed to evoke any interest in lndia.
Held in Bordeaux, France from May 6
to 9, 1990, it was attended by 305
media persons from 43 countries. lndia
was represented by Cusrow lrani of lhe
Statesman and A K Sarkar of the
Ananda Bazar Patrika. I was invited to
speak in the session on "The Environ-
ment: Does the Earth have a Future?."
The Assembly was inaugurated by
Francois Mitterand, President of
France in the august company of his
World War ll coileague Jacques
Chablan-Delmas, Mayor of Bordeaux.

The main items discussed were: The
Dawn of Democracy in Central and
Eastern Europe; Europe in flux; the
Emergence of New Structures and
Transnational lmplications; French
Politics in the 1990s and Beyond; the
Outlook for Private Television; the
Environment; and Press Freedom
Reports. There was much to learn
about the good (and the bad) of the
power of the media and its ability to
wield influence over public o,pinion and
the tremendous pressures that media
persons are subjected to. lt is a pity that
there were no mediapersons from
Bombay, Delhi and Madras.

Tit.: i:rr:;tr:lr i. rr 1' ,;.,:t,tri,r.ti. Tl r.r i;' : .

guration was held irr the historic Bor-
deaux Grand Theatre, Place de la
Comedie. Accompanying the French
President was Jacques Chablan-
Delmas, a close associate of the leg-
endary Charles de Gaulle and a former
journalist himself. Mitterand spoke in
French but mercifully there was the
facility of instant translation. He
stressed the concept of freedom by
recalling Article I 1 of the Declaration
of Human Rights wherein Freedom ot
communication, thought and opinion
were ensrrflneo rn rctlels or guru. ir.
emphasised with sorrie enrotion that
these freedofils were the most pre-

There wos much to leorn
obout the good (ond the
bod) of the power of the
rnedio ond its obility to

wield influence over public
opinion ond the

tremendous pressures thot
medio persons ore

subjected to. lt is o pity thot
there were no medio

persons from Bomboy, Delhi
ond Modros

cious gifts of man. As is his wont, he
eulogised the part played by France in
freedom movements. Freedom of the
Press, he said, was enshrined in law in
1881 but it took nearly 100 years to be
extended to the electronic media.
Tongue in cheek he unashamedly
mentioned that,.bar a few exceptions,
there has never been a possibility of
interference in the Press in France!

Chaban-Delmas recalled how Resist-
ance newspapers during World War ll
survived twin censorships, and how,
with Mitterand, the two managed
simultaneously to live through the evo-
lution of the Press in France, as mem-
rr.-is ^r il-r^ e1q!q131^n an.l after"

lrDetatiolr.
Henri Pigeat, Chairman lPl French

National Committee mad: the very
pertinent observation thal the pouer of
TY can neuer replace criticalanalgsis;
live pictures are not a sufficient guaran-
tee of truth; critical reasoning, even if it
costs a few moments delay, cannot be
substituted. Enrique Zileri the outgoing
Chairman of IPI in his recall of events
as a media person, focussed on two
major international incidents; the
stand-off in Beiiinq's Tiarrannren
JqUal C cll lU Ll rs \.1\.rr I ril rU 1r, i,r",yic .u,.
lapse of communist reginres in Eastern
Europe. He commented on the execu-

Major General E D'Souza

tion of Farzad Bazoft in April by lraq
and opined sadly that democratic gov-
ernments shorrld tre more concrete in
denouncing such l-,arbaric acts. ile
spoke of his concern over the murder
of journalists by the drug mafia in Cen-
tral and South America for their expo-
se': 7 krlled in El Salvador; the murder
of Todd Carter Smith of the Tampa
Tr[bune; in Peru of Hugo Bustios of
Caretas; and the case of Hector Delga-
do Parker, Director of Peru's largest
electronic network who was abducted
inspite of the fact that he was in an
armoured car with heavily armed
guards. Peter Calliner, the energetic
Director of IPI dwelt mainly on the
events sweeping events in Eastern
Europe singling out the distinguised
writer Vaclav Havel now President of
Czechoslovakia and Jiri Dienstbier,
Foreign Minister. He was of the opin-
ion, based on events in Eastern
Europe, that repressive regimes can be
exposed by the media with far reaching
results. Inspite of a number of editors
and journalists practising investigative
reporting in the USSR under consider-
able difficulty, many respected Soviet
journalists continue to receive threats
to their lives.

The Dawn of Democracy
Dr Franz Vranitsky, Chancellor of

Austria observed that unlike the crum-
hl;ni ^1t 

o'i3+in11 qlrr r^t,rrrr i'r 1a'.4q

ldl4, ttre litcat Idr ui r Jio.r,,r,,-,,-
War ll, the happenings of 1989 exempli-
fied the year of peaceful revolutions
where communist ideologies were top-
pled without significant blood letting or
violence but through sheer determina-
tion and the combined will-power of an
oppressed people. Referring to the
many problems that have surfaced and
are surfacing: Cerman reunification and
it's effects on security and the econom-
ic rehabilitati<.rrr o[ [:ast Europre.-ri r cuurr-
tries for instance, he said: "l do not
JqvJr,;L- .- -.,.r -: -, .- :- , . -. .:

gloom scenarios so easily developed.
now that the cheering has abated. Br.rt it

Frt'cJLurt f irsl .17



would be unwise to underestimate the fall-out of communism, the pollution of with the new technology in the 1990s.
size of the problems". Vranitslqy unnecessary and loss making industry, Juan Cueto, Canal PIus, Spain,
stressed two areas which need to be the big debt frivolously incurred, the expressed doubts about the future of
avoided like the plague: firstly, the 'wait wasteful working methods, the encour- private TY alt)'rough priuate channels
and see attitude' where one tends to agement to dishonesty, the destruction haue brought greater artrstrc freedom
make economic involvement depend- of the family, the appalling housing et a/ and more development of information
ent on political stabilisation; and sec- (sounds familiar to what is happening technology. The most aggressive com-
ondly there should be a cautious here). She concluded that changing mercial channels in Europe are the
approach not to use the struggling East over to a free economy is far from easy. public channels. This raises the ques-
European economies as a testing Europe ln Flux tion of survival of private channels. And
ground and to project on them the ." ' '-" Endre Aczel of Hungary said that there
West's own unresolved disputes on The views expressed by the two Rus- are at least 70 private-individuals and
economic theories. sian participants were equally interest- groups vying to set-up TV companies

,n",Ji,l"fi,li::""#"'H;tlli;;,":'l? ilf"?:!iL?:?#J,.'I|,i,:y,:fleir ['"i;.,"r:"1fl"i"":"ffi,olub'3 ::i':?;
bly was a miiacle, having U"Ln a""i"J u 9d a well known story to illustrate the that people want not private or public
pissport often in th; l;;tr0 ;;;- I Russian position: Someone once asked w but better TV.

i:*'::*"*fffi"'j:l;i,,f*:,"1 ;::il1"*",,Iiii r?:"ifl"T1';"il press Freedom Reports

cy. He said with -;.;';ri;"-iil ,h. meets in the middle between East and The risks journalists the world over

democratic traditionild !1;, ;il; West we will have one track; if it does are required to take in the pursuit of

brightty in the heart;l;il q|;#';; not meet we will have two! their profession came out strongly in

quoted historical events exemplifying Vladimir Lomeiko, the tall, distin- this session' The problems being faced

the indomitable czech soirit at pilsen guished soviet nmuassaJoit" ulres- in, colombia, l"l".,qruPlically describ-

andprague.ThereJsln#;;ilU.il to advocated a ureat<a;;y;; il ed,inclinical detail bvEnriqueSantos

peopte preferred ;;',;i",i;; - il hitheto confrontationur uttitui. unJ r".- Calderon ot El rempo who had been

because it saved them from hunger. He ommended the adoptio"- .i ."" 
-"r 

|!1ousn 
the experience and who con-

disagreed that the events, these upris- understanding; in other word;'' *; ;u;i l::.t"d 
that he could not believe that he

ings in his own country, poland and escape from.-the 'Yatta uenaviou-r:'ii-J Y:: irl Bordeaux' He described how he

Hungary signified a 'return' to Europe. return to a common ""Jf'r-""" gl.b- and his fellow journalists were being

He was sure in his own mind that the al approach, a role in *r,i.r, il;';;;" mercilessly and relentessly hounded by

samizdat newspapers in Czechoslova- can play an effective pa.t.- v"iuiv l!:, 
o'un Mafia' so much so that they

kia srrengthened by the wortd media moved, his anguish "t-th'"-&";;;;i l::."0 " 
daily battle with fear' rage and

and the lnternationar press organisa- disaster was e-vident *h;; ;;- rr-eA [:tn::::j]:3*Tv:L.Yith deep feel-

tions helped them to succeed. - international solidarity i" a""ii"i iiir, ing how colombian newspapers have

Adam Michnik, Cazeta wsborcza, such catastrophes' 
/ ---""r 

""-" l:il,r:?:ffi::iJ?'t: 
'f:'"Hi:*""1:Poland spoke on the requirements.of The Outlook for private Television with fully armed escorts; how they are

n:X'f JiT"J::Tl"r?fr"1'#"11- , rn" imporrance .r rv i;;,,;r'r-, '" 
arraid to know that thev are in constant

tus, arrnost defunct. His concludinq todav's world and '";?lp,f.:[Ti [li^j$y":ii:"tl i".},"t':il'flT,'IT
remarks were signific""i. r" ,"r"ti"" iE people's minds can net

Lithunia he said tr,'"iii"*'i, ".'il; 
mated. Mark Damar"r:,-sit N t;;r expose them'

for peace other than dialogue" which asserted that the quality of TV journal- This well attended and equally well

I every right thinking in;l;;-;.;;;;; ism, it's comprehensiveness and inde- structured Assembly welcomed the
' with thJinsotubte tr;;t.;r;; p.;.J;t pendence, forms a ' vital part of changes taking place in Europe in so

Kasr.rnrir:rnd A..anr n""1. i" ".r"".'"t" 
t:::::t',"n delocracY, He was firm in far as Prels Freedorl ll i"iir"Tiro;

L' rrr\u uu'rrird) 
-:'r'':g^11-^^::"]; ing under common ownership; that the increased vigilance. lt noted with con-menoeo tne orgnrry_41:^9::.:l:,:'Y "] concentrationof powerandinterestsof cern, inter aiia: the exclusion of 'visual

rresrdent Haver ot t1."^tl:jtl^T:1"Y:l the dynamic 'piranhas: Berluscoin, materiat' on South Africa; the largethough it meant nllg:.1" 
Ptll.g^ :5 tqaxwett, Murdoch, Turner, Hersant and body of censorship taws imposed onworrds neadlrnes i::1fl],-S::1"." others, extending across the various the Media in the last 42 years; the

lead' it's emancipatio,ljt:ii.::1T:- print and electronic media frontiers, ata.ming number of democratic coun-nist society was gra'ltraljll,Iirili: posed a challenge to the independence tries including Austratia. Belgium, tndia
cular. whey did Budapest st:lk:.yltl::j: tf eacn and every one of us. and the UK where journatists are beingas a western city? A good question -.--r -. ;:::.:'j-,^",',:^,:.:':,-^;
retorted Eniko, but felt that an answer Sir David Nicholas, /7ty, uK startled I."'.:"0 

to disclose sources ol informa-

would never be forthcoming because of us by rernarking that the tyrannical tlon'

tlrat weii rerrtetrtbered Leninist rule:" public expects fast rrews. lle we'nton to MAJ.R CENERAL J.E. D,S.UZA (RETD.)
nevcr wiitc arrythirtq dowtt", quite unlike say that in UK as elsewll.jre, TV rrcw-s is p.v.s.m. is the president of the Bombay Naturat

,. --,---,-,i-,- --i-..,-: I1,.,-,- ; i,,-.'l -:i.--..'- -u.,,. i-, -J,-,.,--,-, ,,,JLU') ev!,crj o,,u n,,r!J v.! s!,s,,!q, upv,!J

car-rtion in Enili.o's optirlisrn. Her rea' implying that big investnterrt will l--e andEnvironrnenlal Inatters.

sons are significant. The devastating needed to develop talent to stay alive

l rr'r'r,ionr lji r sl JU



Portu guese literature: Past and Present.

- An lnteryiew with Portugal's Ambassador

The characterestic of Portuguese literature until the last century was
the predominance of poetry. lt seems that the only European intellec-
tual movement which had a conceivable impact on Portuguese litera-
ture was romanticism, perhaps because it suited well with her innate,
lyrical individuality. Antonio Nobre (1867-1900) the well known sym-
bolist. published in I892 a volume of poems under the eloquent title
5O (Lonely). These poems tenderly express introspection and nostal-
gia. Pascoaes named this mental inclination saudosrsmo. ln Portu-
guese suudade is a blending of memory, desire and yearning,
melancholic regret and vital hope.

New Developments

However, at the turn of the century the social-political uneasiness in
Portugal disturbed the lyrical, contemplative mood and awakened the
literati lo the realities of life. ln the present century ptose fiction was
considerably influenced by the great social novels of Ega de Queiroz
( 1 845-1900). Antero de Figueiredo ( I 866-l 953) gave a lyrical touch to
his historical religious prose fiction. Manuel Ribeiro (1878-l94l)con-
tributed religious-social novels. Raul Brandao ( 1885- 1930) wrote rhap-
sodically about the life and misery of the downtrodden
(Pescadores-Fishermen, Pobres--Poverty). Aquilino Ribeiro
(1885-1963) stands out for the content and style of his novels, short-
stories and essays.

A studentof philosophy, Aquilino was in exile in Paris for political rea-
sons. After returning, he became a school teacher and later librarian of
the National Library at Lisbon. His first book, a collection of short sto-
ries, Jardin das Tormentas was published in 1913, his peasant novel
Tenas do Demo n 1919. He wrote on rural life in his native Beira-Alta.
Through his novels he initiated regionalist literature in Portuguese. His
talents reached their peak in Estrada de Santiago (19221, a lively, pic-
turesque, first person account of the adventures of a muleteer. After
Andam faunos pelos bosques (1926), a novel about a country Priest,
he turned to other themes. His Quando os Lobos Uiuam (1954) was
translated in English lly'hen the Wolues Hotul (1963). Many writers
believed that regionalism was the best means to revitalise prose fiction
with local themes, milieu and idiom. Besides other factors, the convivial
touch of regionalism seems to have added to the widespread popularity
of novels in Portugal.

Anil Samarth

Salazar and Creativity
The leisurely, at times lyrical ethos of Portugal was in for a shock with

the rise of Dr. Antonio de Olveira Salazar to power. ln political parlance
Dr. Salazar was always bracketed with Hitler, Mussolini and Franco.
During Dr. Salazar's regime ( I 928- l968) and also during the regime of
his successor, Marcello Caetano (1968-1974) Portugal suffocated in
every resPect.

In Salazar's Portugal many a liberty loving, sensitive soul waited in the
wings, marking time. Their patience and panic, expectations and
apprehensions found meaningful expression in the literature of that
period which clearly bears the imprint of the agonising experience of
the literati.

I had the privilege of meeting a Portuguese litterateur who had strf-
fered during the regime of Dr. Salazar. Now Portugal's Ambassador in
lndia, Dr. Alvaro Manuel Soares Cuerra (better known in literary circles
as Alvaro Guerra). Dr. Guerra (b.19 October 1936) is a novelist of note
in Portuguese literature. Some of his novels have run into two or three
editions like Os Mastins and O Disfarce 3rd ed 1986, Cafd, Rep1blica
3rd ed 1984; Caf€ Central3rd ed 1988; Caf€. 25 de 'ttbril 2nd ed I 987.'
His other books are A Libre (1969), A Memoria (1971), O Capitao
Nemo E Eu (1973), Do Aeneral Ao Cabo Mais Ocidental (1976),
Reflexao Sobre a China (1977). His works, besides being included in
various anthologies, are also studied in the universities of Lisbon, Poi-
tiers, Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Heidelberg.

Soon after the historic revolution of 24 April 1974, Dr. Guerra headed
Portugal's Department of lnformation and Television. He soon became .-

Portugal's Ambassador to Yugoslavia (1984) and Zaire (1984-1988)
and now Ambassador to lndia since August 1988. The widely travelled
Dr. Cuerra is the recipient of several honours like the Gra Cruz da
ordem do Infante D. Henrique, Qra cruz da Ordem da.Benemerencia,
Grande oficial da ordem da Liberdade, Ordem cla Bandeira Vennel-
ho da Jugoslduia: Ordem da Bandeira Vennelho com palma e cor-
dao da Jugoslauia: Comendador da Ordem do Leopardo do Zaire.

Curious to know the social and literary mrlieu of Dr. Salazar's Portu'
gal, I interviewed Dr. Guerra. The following is a free rendering in English
of Dr. Guerra's response in Portuguese.

ANIL SAMARTH (AS): Would you
please tell us about the literary works
argl figures that interested and influ-
erfced you in your formative years?

DR. ALVARO CUERRA (AC): BOOKS
. , r :,. ;1t,,'; J:;.1:.1 ill: ifl: i:l,r,.t i:t i)..':'."
guese literature were those of Ega de
Queiros and Camilo Castelt Branco,
whom, even today, I consider the great-
est of Portuguese novelists. Poetry had
particular fascination for me, esPecially
that of Fernando Pessoa, Jos6 R6gio,
Miguel Torga and Alexandre o'Neill.
The classical poets, like Luis de
Comdes, sd de Miranda, Francisco
Manuel de Melo, Cavaleiro de Oliveira
also awakened in me an interest in Por-
tuguese literature. I also admire the gal-
axv of writers of the I 870's besides Eca
de Queiros, Oliveira Martins, Antero do
Quental, Ramalho Ortigao who, form-

ing the post romantic current in Portu-
gal, made their time one of the most
brilliant in the history of our creative lit-
erature. From the contemporary North
American and French literature those
'i,it, i:t,,':r.l ..i : ,.: l,t irt,r.Si 1,,),.1

Faulkner, Das Passos, Sartre and
Camus.

AS : Which form of literature (Poetry,
drama or Novel fascinates Portuguese
readers most?

AG : The Portuguese are mainly nov-
el readers, if judg,ad by the number of
copies of each edition.

AS : We are repeatedly told that Por-
tugal was intellectually and emotionally
suffocating under the dictatorship of
Dr. Salazar. who never tolerated dis-
sent. How then can you explain the
sauoire uiure comment of Dr. Salazar

published on the blurb of Aquilino
Ribeiro's Quando os Lobos Uiuam
(1958): "Comece o seu inquerito por
Aquilino. E um iriimigo do regime.
Dir-lhe-d mal de mim. mas nAao
i,ntr,-yi.'1..,'t it;;t,1,.,1,1.i' i-;r' I r;,'\'
your enquiry with Aquilino. He is an
enemy of the regime. He will speak ill of
me, but it does not matter, he is a great
author).

AG : Dr. Salazar's and his successor
Marcelo Caetano's regimes were dicta-
torships. Their main characterestic was
one-parly-rule, political police and pre-
censorship of the press. Naturally, the
regime almost never had in its ranks
any important intellectual or artist. Dr.
Salazar was an intelligent and learned
person. Therefore, whenever anvhodv's
prestige was unanimously acknowl-
edged in the country or abroad, Dr.

.>
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Salazar was constrained to recognise
him. This was his sauior farre, but this
did not alter in the least the repressive
character of the regime of the so called
Estado Nouo inspired by the experi-
ence and ideology of ltalian fascism. It
is convenient to add that the control of
information was much more severe
than of literary works, which were not'
subjected to pre-censorship but were
liable to seizure of copies after publica-
tion. This system created a climate of
constraint as it implied, besides materi-
al losses to the publishers, a trap of civ-
il, legal responsibilities involving the
author, the editor and the printer. I

myself came to know a paradigmatic
situation of this kind when my book
Memoirs was being printed and the
printer came to ask me to change or
delete some passages for fear of
imprisonment or loss of his job.

Many eminent Portuguese writers
were incarcerated and also discriminat-
ed against in their social and profes-
sional life. To give only one example,
during the last years of the regime my
name was systematically censored on
TV and my literary works never allowed
to be mentioned. There were real
taboos. For instance it was not pernrit-
ted to write about the colonial war and
(the nature of)colonialism in general.

AS : What was the contribution of the
literati in boosting Portugal's morale for
freedom of expression during Dr. Sala-
zar's rule?

AC : To give you a concrete idea of
the importance which the regime
attached to the works of authors, after
the rpilitary coup of 25 April 1974, when
it walls possible for me to consult my file
with the political police, I found it was
: " i'.:.rl: r..,.'rf ir,1.,.r.,1,:;i.-;l'
lrsned in Portuguese and French jour-
nals. ln the struggle for liberty, almost
all Portuguese authors were always in
the front line. ln spite of the risks and
obstacles they contributed through
their bboks and civil activities to a great-
er awareness among the Portuguese
people for liberty. Their situation was
similar to that of those who fought and
are still fighting in other parts of the
world for the fundamental right to liber-
ty and hunran dignity, under circum-
stances when just a signature on a

prutcs! pcuuut I LLJutu rdllo tl.lclll ll) Jdll.
When we used to have meetings with

other authors, the authorities would cut

off the electricity supply in the place
where we had gathered.

AS : What is the main trend in present
Portuguese literature? ls it purely ideal-
ist or is it some sort of protest against
some undesirable reality' of life?

AC : I doubt if there is any purely ide-
alistic literature in Portugal or in any
other country. There are no perfect
societies which can escape the critical
eye, the demands of creative men, liter-
ary and others. Portugal is no exception
in this respect. As Montaigne used to
say: "The mirror of our discourse, is the
course of our life". Not being saints or
ascetics, how can we be pure idealists?

AS : ls there any turning point in Por-
tuguese literature in the post-Salazar
period?

AG : ln purely literature terms, I see
more continuity than change. lf Portu-
guese society is transforming fast, the
consequences in literary production
could be seen mainly in the growing
number of readers and copies of each
edition. The change in commercial fac-
tors plays a decisive role; the editors
can now invest more freely in publish-
ing and advertising. Literacy and pur-
chasing power have also gone up.
During the dictatorships the general
trends in Portuguese literature oscillat-
ed mainly between neo-realism and
surrealism. Today I do not think there is
any particular dominant tendency in
our literature. Perhaps we are going
through a phase of diversified search in
which the novel has not lost its place of
supremacy but has further strength-
ened it.

AS : What is the common literary
aspiration of the Portuguese literati? Are
they politically conscious or do they live
in their ivory towers?

AQ : i wouict say tnat potitrcai con-
sciousness naturally continues to be the
common denominator in current Portu-
guese literature. With what material
could the author tell his story, if he has
lived all his life in an ivory tower?

AS : ls the Portuguese reading public
responsive? Has any literary work pro-
voked public jubilation or protest?

AC : ln the new democratic Portugal,
several authors have been honoured
with the order of Liberty (ordem da
I -iberrlacte\ of cotJrse started after
1974, and many of them who were
persecuted during the previous regime
were honoured publicly, some times

posthumously, as for example Aquilino
Ribeiro. There are no cases of protest
against any literary work. Our society is
now democratic and tolerant, and no
one would be persecuted for his
opinions.

AS : Can a Portuguese live by his
pen?

AC : Rarely can any author live exclu-
sively on his literary works. We are a
nation of ten million. The market is
tlrerefore snr,rll. l'ftrr",ever, conditions
have now changed for the better and
our own market has enlarged to other
Portuguese-speaking countries such as
Brazil, Angola, Mozambique, Cuinea, S.

Tome, Cabo Verde. Do not forget that
there are more than a hundred and
eighty million Portuguese-speaking
people.

Authors like Jos6 Cardose Pires and
Jos6 Saramago for example live exlusi-
vely on writing.

AS : For a century or so (thanks to
the printing press) many Goans wrote a
lot in Portuguese. ln Coa we are often
offered impressive accounts of such
Coan-Portuguese litterateurs. Why
then is hardly any one of them men-
tioned in any standard history of Portu-
guese literature?

Corrupt dudiciary
The press is being quite hypocritical in

the fuss it makes about the allegations of
corruption against a Supreme Court
judge.

And this is not a new phenomenon
either. Here is Francisco Pelsaert, a

Dutch trader in lndia, writing in 1626
about our judicial system:

"One must indeed be sorry for the
man u,ho has to come to iudqement

;1.r.
' '' ) J ' L

eyes are bleared with greld, their
mouths gape like wolves for covetous-
ness, and their belies hunger for the
bread of the poor; everyone stands with
hands open to receive, for no mercy or
compassion can be had except on pay-
ment of cash. This fault should not be
attributed to judges or officers alone, for
the evil is a universal plague; from the
least to the greatest, right up to the King
himself, everyone is infected with insatia-
ble greed."

Corruption is integral to lndian
ctrlttrre

There is no way out.

Mr. Narayana Kurup in a letter to Aside
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AC : l-here is at least one case which
finds mention in the history of portu_
guese literature - Orlando da Costa, a
Coan domiciled in portugal. Do not
think that histories of portuguese litera_
ture until recently abounded with refer_
ences to authors from Angola and
Mazambique. This is a recent-phenom_
enon. Do not forget that the portu_
guese colonial empire collapsed only
thirteen years ago.

. Al ' Do you agree that a compre-
hensive history of overseas portuguese
literature should be written withoJt fur_
ther delay?

AC : I agree, it is very important that
such work should be done. But I think
that it should be planned and executed
within the framework of a history bf the
literature of the Portuguese-speaking
people, in which scholars of portu_
guese literature from various conti_
nents must participate on an equal
footing.

AS : What is the image of lndia, if
any, in Portuguese literature written by
Portuguese authors (not Goans)? '

AC : The first image of lndia in
Europe was through portuguese
authors and the chroniclers of tfre t Otfr
and lTth centuries. But if you refer to
the present situation, the balance is
extremely poor. Since the indepen-
dence of lndia, of course, for reasons
directly connected with the colonial
policy of Salazar and Caetano, we were
living with our backs turned to each
other. Only in January 1975 were our
diplomatic relations resumed. Until
1961, the only contact between portu-
gal and lndia was.in Goa. Thereafter
even this ceased. Now a re-encounter
needs to be made openly and freely,
without complexes. I hope that
exchange of university professors, con-
ferences, possible visits of Portuguese
authors to India and vice versa, could
be stimulatirlg even in terms of creative
literature.

AS : During your stay in lndia, how
do you propose to strengthen literary
friendship between multi-lingual lndia
and Portugal?

AC : I have already made some sug-
gestions. Portugal is ready to promote

a dialogue at every level between lndian
and Portuguese men of culture. A
future meeting of authors fiLs perfectly
in this desideratum. And here, why not
propose the idea of a wider meeting of
lndian authors with their Portuguese,
Angolan, Brazilian, Mozambiquan
colleagues.

AS : You are known for your Cafe tril-
ogy: Caf€ Republica, Cafe Central, and
Cafe 25 de Abril. May I suggest you
also write an epilogue volume Caf6
lndia or Caf6 Diplomatico!

AC : My books were already well
known long before the trilogy of Caf€
was published, but this trilogy benefited
from the fact of being written and pub-
lished without the constraints of the
pre-1974 repressive period. The Cafe
cycle is over. But lndia is sufficiently
stimulating to inspire new texts in
future. The filter of distance in terms of
time will, I hope bear it out.

MR. ANIL SAIVIARTH is a scholar currently
engaged in research on the society, culture and
politics of Goa.

Quality. lt's something we don t have to
talk about much. At Bharat Bijlee our
products speak eloquently for us. And
so do our cuslomers. Because for lorty
years now the Bharat Billee name has
spelt quality Be il in translormers.
motors or lifts

Let s talk about translormers. Our
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SHREE NARAYAI\A G0R0 by Dr. K.
Sreenirrasan; Jayashree Publications Tri-
vandrum; 1989; pp208; Price Rs.'120

any other quarter.

Born in a family of lowly social status,
young Nannu, as he was called, Picked-trp 

the rudiments of Sanskrit, Aguroeda
and astrology from his father. Later, he
was to attain proficiency in different
branches of Sanskrit. Bitten by a spiritu-
al wanderlust, he traversed the deeP

South meeting a variety of people and
became intimately acquainted with the
plobleins of the common man.

l1l5 lclsrll lg . e ul ltl ltrutlur I 15 t,,. J, t

Narayarra Dltarma Paripalaya Yogarn or
the SNDP as it came to be PoPularlY
known - that model institution he

founded in 1903. With able lieutenants
this body transformed modern Kerala.
He not only instilled a sense of confi-
dence in the community that was
degraded socially brrt educated them
and awakened them to their rights. Lat-
er the Nairs and the Namboodiris
inspired by his work were to start their
own organisations for a similar transfor-
mation of their own communities. The
chain of schools, higher educational
institutions and co-operative societies
that'dot modern Kerala all testify to his
pioneering spirit. He also inspired the
communities of Kerala to abandon their
pointless and expensive, social and reli-
gious festivals which were used as
occasions for ostentation. Later, the
Nair Service Society or the NSS was to
adopt these reforms as one of its planks
for social regeneration.

The Ezhavas were later to demand
representation in the legislature, in the
Civil Service and in educational institu-
tions as well. They were to lead the

_ J ,-r..

ern Kerala) to Bangalore to get him
educated. He was to compel Natarajan
to go to Paris to educate himself in Law.

Here was a religious leader with a dif-
ference, for he stressed the value of
non-religious institutions. Here was a
saint who, despite a deep yearning to
lose himself in spiritual pursuits (like
Ramana Maharishi), yet served the
community by actively participating in
rt. His is the only instance of a saint in
lnooer( r lf rclla wllo lr iludtcq socldl
reform on a large scale but witl-rdrew
himself from it, once it gathered
momentum. Totally without any ambi-

tion, he lived the ideals that he
preached and won the respect of all reli-
gious communities.

He did not seek the help of either the
advanced sections of the community or
of the govenriuent ior his erideavour.
Unsought, they gravitated towards him.
In a dialogue with Gandhi he won over
the Mahatma the cause of egalitarian-
ism and the obsolescence of the Varna-
srarna ideal.

He had a deep retiring disposition
and gradually withdrew from social
activities. His compositions in Sanskit
have a place in modern Hinduism. The
book under review is an excellent
account of this great son of lndia.

Reviewed by DR. R. SRINIVASAI'{

AGAINST THE GRAIN - AII AUTO-
BIOGRAPHY by Boris Yeltsin; trans-
lated by Michael Glenny; Jonathan
Cape Ltd. 20, Vauxhall Bridge Road,
London; l99O: pp. 215; f 12.95 (in
the UK only)

-Ihis 
book is as absorbing as a novel,

touchinq the'readers at two levels: as
r,llc llle sl.(Jly ul cl vcly l€llldlr\dur(j llldll,
as a political docunret'rtation of life
behind the lron Curtain at the highest
levels. The title of the menroir could

L)r. R. Sreenivxan

, .*iiri"r'i r:: ;4{

For every ten who would have heard movement for the right to enter temples
of Sanjay Candhi, not one would have for worship. lf Travancore led the Tem-
heard of Narayana Guru. This reflects ple Entry Movement in modern lndia
the appalling'state of public education (for Harijans) it was mainly due to the
in oui country. One of the greatest sons . ground prepared by the followers of Sri
of modern tndia, he did yeoman seryiceq Narayana Curu.
in transforming the social structure of Not only did he promote education
Kerala, infused in it a dynamism, and 6n6 self-help, but initiated a nationa
radiated, all round, a noble humanist reconstruction movement helping peo-
fervour.-t-le helped his community, the ple to learn new crafu and to bi'self-
r'"hava(, sunk in absolute socialdegra- reliant. By 7917 he exhorted his
dation to elevate itself and gain.self- followers not to build temples but
resoect All this he did silentlv with no schools. He oersonallv took K'ma.o.,
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In 1990 s

The name that spells a fascirrating rlngc
of post-modern fans

The Sen-Pal-Bhuinya Period :

Rai Punkah *,ith long brass or iron made
handle.

Nawab's era:

Ivorv punkah And, the commoners
used ones ol straw-mat having handles
put inside hollow bamboo stick called

'Mulee'.

The Mark of Zamindars:'

Zari fringed punkah designed from palm
leavcs. For <lrdinary peoples plain
looking punkha of palm leaves.

The Company regime :

tsardar (Punkah Puller) operated giant
punkah hung by rope.

British India:
t. ' ; r... tirt-i t.ttt iitiit i .\\)()'ir'{l

blades and iron bodr' (ln r,ogue, in carlv
2Oth century).

lndependent lndia:

.lii blacled modern fan.

3iiO
Salaam Calcuta : 1690-1990

.:i:

..i

'...'lt1!

r'
,,NL-i

llrl

#[i.
ts!. .

i.;i
''li'i$

ris{

ORIENTFFINS
A lifetime of refreshing airfit



not be more apt. Boris Yeltsin was from
childhood, a man who went "against
the grain", or swam against the tide. His
life spans the most important years of
the Soviet Union's groMh and develop-
ment. lt takes him through a variety of
experiences in different strata of Soviet
society.

There were three kinds of peasants
in the Russia of Yeltsin's youth: the
kulaks, the landless, and the small
farmer. His family belonged to the third
category. Life for youltg Boris was very
hard. But he seems to have thrived on
a regimen of austerity, managing ath-
letic feats with academic achievement

- and a certain rugged individuality
which manifested ilself quite early, in
his rebellion against an unjust teacher.
He is fortunate that the friends he made
in his youth; his travels by road and rail
all over Russia, and his marriage to a
highly supportive and compatible wife,
provided the props that would sustain
him through the dark days of a political
struggle still very much in the future,
when he begins his story.

Despite a coveted technical qualifica-
tion in construction Yeltsin added prac-
tice to theory, when he mastered every
aspect of construction before he
accepted a supervisory job, and eventu-
ally, his first Party position in the com-
munist hierarchy. His particular
technical specialisation was to stand
hirn in good stead right through. His
elevation up the rungs of the Commu-
nist Party ladder, eventually brought
him to that most sought after of all Party
plums: leadership of the Moscow unit,
mere residence in Moscow itself being
the pot of gold at the end of the rain-
bow, for most citizens of the U.S.S.R.
His knowledge of the Party at every level

even using the word 'Communisnr' in
his speeches!

The book is structured around Yelt-
sin's election campaign, and with rather
cinematic technique, shuttles between
the run-up to the election, and his rem-
iniscences of the past. The election
campaign itself seems almost as
fraught with dirty tricks as any in lndia,
with the TV, newspapers, and planted
troublemakers at meetings, doing their
worst to prevent his adoption as a can-
didate. Since the bool< appeared, Yelt-
sin has gone on to become President of
the Soviet Union's largest federating
unit The Russian Republic.

His own plough through the fields of
Party office, serves to turn up the buried
truths which theoretical admirers of
Marx do not know or would rather
ignore: the inefficienry of state capital-
ism; the corruption of the bureaucracy;
the world of privilege which separates
the anointed of the Party hierarchy,
from the hoi polloi of a supposedly
egalitarian society. He himself was a vic-
tim of forced hospitalisation and the
use of drugs to vitiate his performance
at a crucial election meeting.

However, not all his fulminations
against the system are valid. He criti-
cises a social order in which a dacha,
for example, goes with a job but cannot
be privately owned. Actually, in all
countries, certain privileges do go with
a job but are not retained, when the
incumbent official or politician quits his
post. The difference however, is that in
an "open" society, the person quitting
office can pay for such comforts as he
is able to afford, if he so desires.

Much of the book only makes sense
when Yeltsin conrpletes the narrative

about other leading personalities like
Sakharov, whose pictures appear in the
book, without anything significant said
about the man who shared Yeltsin's
view that reform was good - but not
good enough for a breakthrough to an
efficient modern scciety.

The book, however, ends with Yelt-
sin's assertion that for all his faults,
Corbachev cannot be replaced. Events
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union are moving so quickly that no
one can undcnr,rite tl te proposition tlrtrt
an Eastern bloc leader is indispensible.
However, Gorbachev continues to be
the darling of the Western world, while
Yeltsin, swept back to success on a tide
of electoral victory, has a platform
which Corbachev cannot ignore. A sta-
ble Soviet Union minus hardline Stalin-
ists, is the need of the hour. Hopefully,
the one-time antagonists, will give a lit-
tle and get more, from a process of
mutual accomodation at a time of trou-
bled transition for the Soviet Union and
its satellites. The fact is each needs the
other. At the time of writing Yeltsin is
pushing ahead for greater sovereignty
(read autonomy) for the Russian
Republic. Corbachev is not entirely
opposed to the idea. He has mooted
the rather novel idea of sovereign
republics as part of a federal state.

Reviewed by MRS. LOOELL,q LOBO PRABHO.
Associate Editor, Insight and a regular contrib-
utor to Freedom Firsl

RA.'IV GANDHI. A POLITICAL
STODY by Bhabani Sen Gupta;
Konark Publishers h^ Ltd. A-149
Main Vikas Marg, Delhi l1OO92;
1989; pp.22O: Rs. 125.

,fi
iir
'.:{
'''\
,:i
,...

"r$3

*d
.$,'-'d
:i r,S.ti4

and strengths from first hand experi- ry notes on the political apparatus of everything going for him. He was
ence. Thus it was, that while it was Gor- the Soviet Onion. Had they come first, young, handsome and universally
bachev who summoned him to the book would not have taken off as admired for the courage and discipline
Moscow, it was with Corbachev that he effectively and dramatically as it does. he displayed at the tragic circumstan-

. eventually had differences which made On the other hand, for the reader with- ces that led to the death of his mother,

;i trim quit the Communist Party at the out a fairly good knowledge of the lndira Gandhi. He had virtually the
heighi of his power. As in lndii, where Soviet Union and its constitution, much whole country behind him and he won
politicians get on better with their coun- of what he writes is obscure - till the a landslide victory at the polls, an elec-
terparts in other parties (rather than last section of the book is completed. tion triumph such as even his celebrat-

. with rivqls in their own), Yeltsin and Gor- The real clash betwen Yeltsin and ed grandfather had never enjoyed. His
bachev began on a collision course, Gorbachev is never clearly and fully absolute triumph was manifest when
because they had differences of degree, revealed. One vaguely gathers 166i the Congress party won 40 I seats out
not of kind. Corbachev saw and sees Gorbachev rose from the Partv ranks in of 542 in the Lok Sabha in 1984.

. the necesstty tor a change of the sys- the same way, but overtook Yeltsin at a ln Ralru Qandhi. a Political Slud-t1. a
tem, but stops short of radical restruc- point when both of them stood equal. work written on behalf of the Centre for
turing. Yeltsin is often accused of not One would have liked to know more Policy Research as part of a project
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Glaxo
How you can be responsible

fior your own-Health Care

Adequate inlbrmation abour heakh carc rind scrvicc is your hrrrdirmental
right.
It is also your responsibility to bc bettcr inlormccl trnd less corrftrsccl so tlrat
you can take decisions arbclut your own hcirlrh carc.

The Right to Choice of Care includes:

. The right ro be rold all thc
facts o[ an illness including
benefits and risks oI rrear-
ment suggestecl as well as

access to nredica.l rccords.

o The right to be aclvised about
all aspects ol self-carc and
drug use including rhe side
c llctts o f rncd icincs
prescribed.

a Thc righr to choosc altcrra-
rive methocls o[ hcalth c;rre

such as Honlt:opathy. A,v-ur-

veda. Acupuncturc

a The right ttr bc givcn a full
explanation ol' health carc
costs.

o The right to be informed
about the qualifications o[
health care practitioners.

'l'hc right to have details o[
an illncss and its.treatment
kcpr as con[idcnrirrl as rcqui-
red by onesell'.

The right to be informcd
about special facilities, aids
or organisations that can [ur-
rher assist recovery.

The right to be informed rn
advance o[ any decision to
be discharged or transfened
to another health care faciliry.

The right to choose doctors
or to rcluse prcscribed trcat-
nrcnt or admission to health
care facilities such as hos-
pitals and riursing homes.
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l5th March is celebrated evcry year as World Consumer Rights Day.
The theme suggested by thc lnternational Organisation o[Consumers Unions
(IOCU) lor Consumer Day, 1990 is "Thc Right to Ctrnsume r Educarion".

For a free pamphlet "Your Guide rc Good Hcahh", wrire io PR Depr.,

Glaxo India Linircd, Dr. A.B. Road, Worli, Bonbay 40() 025.

GlaxO - a concern for health
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relating to oroblems of governance in
lndia, Bhab. ri Sen Gupta traces the
rise and decline of Rajiv Candhi. lt is a
factual and well researched study that
provides an answer to the question
how Rajiv Candhi, step by step, lost the
electorate's confidence, and why he
and the Congress party were denied a
second mandate to form the govern-
ment after the gqneral elections held in
late 1989.

He began very well. After Sanjay
Gandhi's death, lndira Gandhi took
Rajiv under her wing and began to
groom him for the succession. His
political position was enhanced and
given a certain legitimacy when he was
elected to the Lok Sabha from Amethi,
formerly his brother's constituency.
Soon after he was made one of the
general secretaries of the Congress,
one among seven. In theory, all general
secretaries of the Conqress are equal in
i; :r;r.-; ''... r: r .: r. l.:'. i.. . . . : .. 1 

'

obvious from the beginning that Rajiv
would always be more equal than the
others.

Cradqllly, a certain alienation began
to emerge between the old party work-
ers and the younger, computer trained
generation to which Rajiv himself
belonged, and on whom he began to
rely more and more. lt was obvious that
Rajiv was a moderniser. To quote the
author: "He looked ripon himself...as a
political leader who could graft the
noliti-rl -,,1r,,-,. af q;li,l^.: \rall,... -- _-

feudal industrial socio-political econo-
my." Unquestionably, he thrust lndia
into the computer age and made the

country computer conscious.
The country came to expect great

things from its young prime minister.
At the centenary celebrations of the
lndian NationalCongress held in Bom-
bay in January 1986 Rajiv made his
celebrated attack on those he termed
the Congress "powerbrokers". The
country was electrified by what Bhaba-
ni Sen Cupta rightly calls "This act of
unprecedented political courage". Here
was a new voice, a new vision and a

neu, prornise. Alas, the promise was to
fade away very soon as Rajiv Gandhi,
step by step, allowed himself to
become part and parcel of the old Con-
gress political machine.

Gradually, the downward slide
began. Rajiv's greatest failure was his
inability to infuse a clean democratic
structure into the party. He repeated
lndira Gandhi's grievous mistake of
hardly ever allowing the Congress leg-
islature parties to elect theil own lead-
ers by secret ballot. The leader was
always imposed. The era of strong
state leaders, popularly elected, was
over. Leadership in the states passed
into the hands of yes-men, and the
prime minister was never again to
experience and feel the authentic pulse
of the people.

This game of keeping ministers on
tenterhooks was also carried over to
the Centre. Twenty-seven cabinet
changes were made within a period of
fifty months! The game of political
musical chairs was unending. In less
than eighteen months, the commerce
ministry-alone was entrusted to three
cabinet ministers, three ministers of
state and one deputy minister. Not sur-
prisingly, the frequent changes demo-
ralised the bureaucracy.

,., puJJii,g, 1! iriUSr uc tttetttrt-itted titat
Bhabani Sen Cupta does very well in'recalling the part played by Feroze Gan-
dhi in the upbringing of Rajiv and his
brother. Many commentators on lndira
Candhi aad her sons write as if Feroze
Candhi never existed. The author, on
the contrary, reminds us that Rajiv was
close to Feroze, and that both boys
spent much time with their father "who
taught them to make toys with their
own hands ar rd lrelped thern, particular-
ly Rajiv, develop his childhood curiosity
f.-- r-.-l--.,.t., - . r !
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indeed interesting to speculate what
influence Feroze Candhi would have
had on his two sons had he lived longer.

ln the chapter entitled "Shafts of
Light", the author enumerates Rajiv
Candhi's domestic successes, but
points out that some of the successes
failed to achieve permanence. For
instance, he speedily reached an
accord with Harcharan Singh Longowal
in the Punjab which impressed the
whole country, and the accord was fol-
lowed by the holding of elections in the
State. Unfortunately the accord was not
sufficiently stronq to withstand Longo-
wal's subsequenl assassination. Never-
theless credit is due to Rajiv Candhi for
having at least brought about an
accord. As we know from subsequent
events, a settlement in the Punjab still
eludes Rajiv's political successors.

ln August 1985, Rajiv signed the
Assam Accord which satisfied the agita-
tors in the state over the disenfranchise-
ment of "foreigners" by accepting 1971
as the cut off year. The accord he
signed with Laldenga of Mizoram also
held. In Darjeeling, Rajiv persuaded
Subash Geishing, the leader of the Gor-
kha National Liberation Front, to sign
an accord with Jyoti Basu in 1988,
whereby the Gorkhas accepted a Dis-
trict Council of their own and gave up
the idea of a separate state.

There were certain successes on the
fconomic front too. During Rajiv Can-
dhi's regime the economy performed
reasonably well, and agriculture
achieved a definite forward momen-
tum. ln the public sector, however, there
was not much progress. With rare
exceptions, the top executives never
lasted long enough to make their mark
and run their enterprises successfully.
What the author calls "the musical chair
syndrome" held away. The perform-
ance of the public sector was
disannointinq

By and large however there occurred
a great forward movement in industry,
and India took its rightful place
amongst the industrialised nations of
the world. The author points out that
there was a considerable thrust forward
in such modern industries as micro-
electronics, computer software, tele-
communication softw'are, consultancy
in the field of oil exploration, petro-
chemicals and civil ct.lnstructiorr.

Nevertheless it was Rajiv Candhi's
u,i,.r,..,,<rlc iattr.lic ru illlu5€ LlllUSl. dtlU
vigour into the ever expanding public
sector industries that diminished his
success in the industrial field.
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Unquestionably, in his early days as
prime minister the young Rajiv rnet with
success in foreign affairs. His visits to
the United States. Russia and China
were particularly rewarding. He was
successful in bringing the U.S. closer to
lndia, particularly in the field of
advanced technology. The U.S. also
began to shed some of its suspicions of
lndia. On a personal level the visit was
an outstanding success. Strangely,
Bhabani Sen Cupta fails to mention the
great ovations Rajiv Candhi received
after he had addressed a joint session
of Congress, and also later when he
addressed the Press Club. Both occa-
sions marked a personal triumph for
the young prime minister.

Equally rewarding were the close
relations Rajiv developed with Mikhail
Carbachov both in Moscow and in New
Delhi. Rajiv quickly perceived and wel-
comed the new, more open winds that
were blowing through Russia under
Corbachov both in domestic and for-
eign affairs. As regards China, it was no
mean feat for Rajiv to win the friendship
of the 84 year-old Deng Xiaoping who
greeted Rajiv and said "My young
friend..... let us forget the past".

_ The accord signed between Rajiv
Candlri and President Junius Jaywir-
dene of Sri Lanka must be reckoned a
failure. Far from looking upon the lndi-
an peace keeping force as friends sent
to help establish an integrated province
where Tamils were in a majority with a
provincial council of their own, the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
attacked the lndian forces and com-
pelled the Indian soldiers to retaliate.
Fighting between the LTTE and the
lndiarr forces led both to a great loss in
men and materials and to staggering
financial expenditure. The Indian forces
were finally withdrawn from Sri Lanka
without any tangible and permanent
solution having emerged to the LTTE
problem.

Whilst Rajiv must certainly be credit-
ed with certain foreign policy success-
es, one wonders with the author
whether it was really necessary for him
to undertake so many foreign trips at
the country's expense. Much of this
work could have been done at the for-
eign minister's level, although even
here he found it necessary 

- counting
himself 

- to appoint no less than five
foreign ministers in four years!

The concluding months of Rajiv
Candhi as prime minister were sad -sad for Rajiv and sad for the country.
The Bofors gun scandal came to epito-
mise everything that seemed to be
going wrong in the country. Even while
conceding the prime minister's inno-
cence, people wondered about Rajiv's
extraordinary interest in the Bofors
gun. The "winding up charges" paid by
Bofors to three companies came more
and more to svmbolise the winding up
of clean, sUaigirtlrlrward and open gov-
ernment. No longer did open discus-
sions take place with civil servants
about Rajiv's and the country's dream
of lndia making a great leap fgrward
into the 21st century. There was stag-
nation in the bureaucracy. Hangers on
and favour seekers began to rule the
roost. It began to appear as if Rajiv
Candhi's desire to remain in power
overcame all the noble dreams and
ideals that inspired the young prime
minister in his early days. The author
cites many of Rajiv's lapses and fail-
ures. Particularly alarming was his
unfortunate confrontation with the
President, Giani Zail Singh, and his
complete failure in refurbishing the
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shaftered image of the Congress parly.

Bhabani Sen Cupta has produced a
calm and dispassionate study of Rajiv
Qandhi which ends before the forma-
tion of the new government. lt is a work
written more in sorrow than in anger
and Rajiv's good points and successes
both in foreign affairs and home poli-
cies are clearly mentioned. But the
work nevertheless reveals that the rot
had spread too far and in too many
directions. As a man, Rajiv retains the
country's affection. The last general
elections however, clearly showed that
the country was ripe for changes. Rajiv
and the Congress are out. The Janata
Dal, headed by Vishwanath Pratap
SingH, and backed by the anti-
Congress parties, constitutes the gov-
ernmen'i. i" is the Janata Dal that is now
on trial.

Reviewed by HOMI J. VAKEEL, Publishing Con-
sultant and Editor).

B.G. KHER _ THE GENTLEMAN
PREMIER by M.V. Kamath; Bharatiya
Mdya Bhavan, Kulapati Munshi Marg,
Ghowpatty, Bombay; 1989; pp.590;
Rs.2OO.

The book is a centenary tribute to
one of the many really fine persons the
national movement brought forth on
the lndian political scene - 

Bal Qan-
gadhar l(lrer. lle was lortunate to I'rave
Gopal Krishna Cokhale as his guide
-..i :;r:;.*.-: :l - l,::-l,: ir:. .{r.,-tl-:.::
remarkable influence on his life when
he was just starting out as a young

Fraedont Firsl (;0

attorney was that of uustrce Beamen. lt
was, however, Kher's natural instinct
that made him share the distress and
suffering of others and become an
active social worker.

The National Movement attracted
Kher and he became a familiar name in
Bombay's politics. Perhaps, to his own
suprise, he was etected the Premier of
the old Bombay Province on two occa-
sions - 1937 and 1946. He set the
tone for public administration in the
province. With independence, Nehru
selected him to go as High Commis-
sioner to the United Kingdom. Kher
hesitated as he was to succeed V.K.
Krishna Menon whose possible interfer-
ence he feared. Nehru tried to satisfy
him on this score by a most astonishing
argument seeking sympathy and
understanding by stating that "Krishna
Menon is a person who is full of internal
conflicts and is mentally rather ill..." Yet
the same Prime Minister appointed
Krishna Menon as. lndia's Defence
Minister!

The book brings out the many and
varied activities of Kher; but the reader
is left with the feeling that Kamath has
not written a biography but a hagiogra-
phy. His subject is perfection plus;
there is not a scar or wart or mole
either in temperament, character or
accomplishments. There is a tendency
to repeat anecdotes and refresh the
reader's memory. The expressions
Prime Minister, Premier, Chief Minister
are used without discrimination. To
show that Kher was "an affectionate
patriarch" a long chapter is worked out.
Better editing, clipping out repetitions
and revealing Kher as human rather
than superhuman would perhaps have
added to the value of an otherwise
good biography.

Reviewed by DR ALOO J. DASTOR redred
Head of the Department of Politics, OniversiS of
Bombay.
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