


Genocide in Tibet

Do You Know?
* More thon '1.2 million Tibelons hove been killed.
* More thon 6,000 monosteries hove been deslroyed.
* Thousonds of Tibetons ore still imprisoned,. His Holiness the Doloi Lomo wos forced into exile in ,1959.

* Chino uses Tibet os o nucleor-woste dumplng siie.. Tibetons ore olreody outnumbered by Chinese ln Tibet
(6 million Tibetons versus 7.5 million Chinese)

* Tibeions ore being orrested ond killed for demonstroting ogoinst
the Chinese occupotion.

You Cqn Help to Free Tibet !

Depending on your interest ond obility there ore mony woys in which you
con help the Tibeton people.

You Con
. Express support for the Tibeton people's righi to freedom by writing to newspopers

ond mogozines.. Write to your MP obout Tibet ond osk him to support the couse of Tibet in porlioment.
* Ask your MP to persuode the Governmeni to support the Doloi Lomo's peoce

initiotives for Tibet.
* Ask your MP to demond ihot the Government recognize the Tibeton Government-in-

Exile under the leodership of the Doloi Lomo.

For turther informotion, pleose contoct

Deporlment ol lnlormolion & lnlemolionol Relolions
Cenlrol libelon Adminislrolion

Gongchen Kyishong
Dhqrqmsolo 176219
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BENUEEN OURSETI'ES...

Ask anyone, be he a farmer or city dweller, and he wilr teil you that the weather
g.cle 

is changing. on this there is universalagreement. Differences emerge on
u-rhg the weatheiis changing.

No one wants to see his home destroyed. The Earth is his home and we do not
think,,barring madmen (and perhaps aliens!) anyone would consciously seek the
Earth's destruction. No one consciously again, seeks to spoilthe Earthls
environment. Greed could, for a while, blind man's perceptions and his priorities
but here too, he is bound to take note of realities and acc;pt his responjibility -for no one wants his home destroyed.

Then what's the quarrel all about? A large number of the Earth's citizens met in
Rio in June this year to ponder and debate this question. The cover feature of this
issue is not a rePort on Rio but a discussion of the problem of the environment with
Rio as a point of reference. while wading through a large number of reports and
analyses of environmental problems we arrived at one optimistic conclusion: No
one, but no one, consciouslywants to destroyMother Earth.

we bring you widely differinij viewb sben from different peispectives. we would
welcome your views too and would like to know whether you share odr optimism.

We have taken the liberty of reproducing o<tensive odracts from Dr. B.D.
sharma's article in The sanctuary Magazine. ln the process we discovered what a
fine magazine it is. Readers who may wish to subscribe to this journal should send
in their subscriptions One year (6 issues) Rs. 98; Two years (12 issues) Rs. 190;
single copy Rs. 20) to: Sanctuary Magazine, 602, Maker Chambers V, Nariman
Point, Bombay 400 021.

August 1992 was the centenary of Dadabhai Naoroji's lristoric election to the
House of Commons. we consider it a privilege to pay our tributes to lndia's Grand
Old Man on the occasion: The likes of him are born but rarely.

S.V. Raju, R. Srinivasan
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'The deep monns round with many wices. Come, my friends
'Tis not to late to *ek a newer world" - Tennyrcn

At the present rate, the country's calendar of heroes will
soon rival the Catholic Saints' calendar.

Sham Lal, TheTimesof IndiaAugust 15

I am no longer enamoured of the lndian Constitution
though for a major portion of my life I have laboured to
protect it.

(Retired) Justice Krishna lyer,
The Sundag Obseruer, August I 6

For reasons best known to them, Mr. V.P. Singh and his
colleagues appear to have decided that the best way to
serve the democratic cause is to paralyse the epitome of
the democratic process, parliament.

lnder Malhotra, The Time* of lndia, August 20

lf religion is the opium of the masses secularism seems
to have acted as a blinker in the case of an influential
segment of the political class.

Q.rv1. Telang , Indian Express, August 2 1

ln lndia we only talk about hockey, we do not play it.

Hockey coach Balkishen Singh,
The lllustratedWeeklg of lndia,

I certainly object to the word lndia - the word given by the
British.

Bal Thackeray, Indian Express, September I 3

For his expose of corrupt politicians, planners, industrial-
ists, bankers, businessmen and bureaucrats, Harshad
Mehta deserves a Bharat Ratna.

Reader P.C. Singh in a letter to
' The Sundag Obseruer, SePtember 6

God has not appointed Pakistan as a guardian of
Muslims in the sub-continent.

Spokesman of the All lndia BabriMasjid Action
Committee, Mr. Javed Habib, The Hindu. August 3l
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You open a manhole in Bombay and you have Special
Executive Magistrates (SE/vls) crawling out of it.

Muncipal Corporator Ramdas Nayak,
TheTimes of India, August 31

When we politicians are in power we forget about auton-
omy for the electronic media because we keep appear-
ing on the W and the wives remain happy with the
publicity their husbands are hogging.

Former lt'B Union Minister l.K. Gujral,
The Sundag Obseruer, September 20

lf (the British Labour Party's) Kinnock Wins Today, will
the Last Person to Leave Britain Please Turn Out the
Lights.

Headline in Ihe Sun quoted inThe New Leader May 4

A Parsi treats his (78 rpm) records more delicately than
he does his wife.

78 rpm record collector Vijay Nafrey,
The Times of lndia, September 5

ls the front page of The Times of lndia reserved only for
politicians, miscreants and scoundrels?

Reader R.B. Dhuru in a letter to
TheTimes of lndia. August 21

lndians have become immune to filth.

Scaria Meledam, lndian Express, August 30

ln the case of Fergie, every picture was worth a thousand
words. After all, the sighting of royal breasts is rarer than
that of comets.

L.K. Sharma,The Times of lndia August 30

Please let us have no more sacrificial lambs, (like Rajiv)
from the Candhi family. The system is doing very well
without them.

Tavleen Singh, lndian Etprr:.ss. September 6



'bhe.Lino has cotnc." th&
r*.lrut sald,'t" balK,"f mal'r tluhas:

of slroos-and._shiis- 
u' 

^^ and vaJithvax-
of cabbaaos - '

ar.l ktl'gs-'

Hathos in the Indian Press
Almost all of us experience hathos

when reading about people like
Hdrsfraf,'Milft-b'in the piess' -'andmany of us cannot have too much of it.
(Hathos "is the power to excite feelings
of pleasurable loathing".) Few.among
us have time to contemplate the effects
of unsavoury publicity on these'a'bout
whom things are written.

The well-known columnist Prem
Shankar Jha has offered some com-
ments in the Hindu on this business
which ought to interest readers of
Freedom First. He instances the inci-
dent relating to a former judge of the
Calcufta High Court who had an excel-
lent practice of law in the metropolis.
His premises were raided and a holier
than thou lncome Tax Commissioner
"called in the press and announced that
the tax authorities had found large
amounts of black money and evidence
linking Mr. Justice Mitter (the judge in
question) to several notorious smug-
glers and 'FERA' detenus." Wide pub-
licity was given to this salacious story
but the lncome Tax Department could
prove nothing to substantiate its wild
allegations.

Justice Mitter "filed defamation
cases against all those who had pub-
lished the report, in courts spread from
one end of lndia to the other end
dragged to courts at least two score edi-
tors all over the country. Every newspa-
per had to print an apology in the
prescribed form, but the dirt, once
thrown, dlU not entirely get washed off."

Jha reminds us of the adverse pub-
licity given to industrialists like V.M.
Kirloskar, Kapal Mehra and Lalit
Thapar. This of course is only a partial

-levjs carroll

Iist - in a number of cases no charges eighty-five year old industrialist, for no
could be proved. "But the overall otHer purpose than to give the image of
impression that lndia's industrialists a Minister in shining armour fighting
were a bunch of crooks sank deep'into *1 corrupt, businessmeru tJha,.lerninds .us
the public mind." The arrest of Sanjay that it may serve the purpose of political
singh and Ms. Ameeta Modiand later of masters to use the cBi and the other
Mr. Kirti Ambani too are recalled. investigating agencies as cat's paws in
Nothing was proved. But while the case feeding news to the press; this will serve
lasted ':not a day passed without the immediate interests but will, in the long
cBl or the Bombay police letting the run, destroy "not only the credibility of
press in on some fresh evidence that these instruments of the state but of the
they had uncovered. And so, piece by democratic system" itself.

iil'i;f,,i?ilX1":1f; l!L:*T'"il[i:,, jLnl",l"i j"'i'Hihi#,Jii,Xffi fj
individuals." ln fact that they were truth is that Mr. (Harshad) Mehta is a
proved innocent did not attract equal crook, but no greater (only much brain-
publicity either in terms of the space ier) than a hundred otheri who partook
allotted in the newspape.rs or the.promi- of the same illicit feast... Equaiity dic-
nence given to stories when published. tates that the fraud of a clevei new

Mr. Jha argues that a similar black- entrant to the giant jungle should be
ening of Mr. V. Krishnamurthy is now treated as no more horrendous than
taking place with all the evidence pre- that of the hundred and more sophisti-
sented being from the one side with his cated practioners. The ferocity of the
lawyers not being in any position to campaign against Mr. Mehta is well cal-
offer a defence. ln the case of Mr. culated to divert attention from the inex-
Krishnamurthy it is the blackening of plicable softness towards others in high
the reputation of a man who had an places."
enviable record of public service,
almost doing the impossible turning
thoroughly sick public sector units into N-
profitabre ventures. Jh";i#ffi il; No Perestroika Herel

neither in the uS nor the'uK these sen- According to an lndian Express

sational expose "would have been pub- report, the Covernment of West Bengal

lished without, at the *.V- f 

"utt, 
in has discontinued with the convention of

accompanying rejoinder from Mr. supplying cashew nuts and sandesh at

Krishnamurth!'s fu*yers. But .ro* cabinet meetlngs - a sign of the near

checking out news ,G"r, purti.uiirf' bankruptcy of the government! For the

when th-ey can blight the very lives of past four years the unpaid bill for tea

individuals is not alas. tn" lirri"- i" distributed in the Writer's Building

even the elite newspapers of our very (obviously during cabinet meetings

free press" fl::'J"1li5;',."ili?i:ff;fi:"i1fl']
ln 1985 it served the purpose of the part of it has been settled. The govern-

then Finance Minister Mr. V.P. Singh to ment is thinking of cutting telephone
keep in detention Mr. S.L. Kirloskar an bills and the use of office cars! One

Freedom First 3



solution under consideration is to
declare a five day week, for "lessening
office expenditure". A wag is supposed
to have quipped why not declare a thirty
days ofP

The Left Front government which
once threatened to finish up a 'private
financial company for its alleged
"unethical" practices in mopping up the
savings of lower income investois' now,
unedii.yingiy, has gone hat in hand to ils
bete noire Peerless (the financial com-
pany in question), to borrow Rs. 120
crores at an interestof 23% !And half of
it is to pay the salaries of its
Parkinsonian bureaucracy receiving
bloated salaries and allowances. Earliei
the West Bengal Government had bor-
rowed from private agencies to the tune
of Rs. 1200 crores. Shades of the
ancien regimel

Pandering to populist measures is
perhaps part of the explanation. There
are 40 public sector units owned by the
state and except for one or two most
steadily lose on their enterprises. As the
state government was siphoning off
central subventions the Centre has
stopped the subventions. Moreover, the
state is unable to match the grants from
the Centre which it is theoretically sup-
posed to do.

From being a State that once led the
country in manufacturing industries,
West Benga! has been gradually
reduced to a trading-State finding it dif-
ficult to collect even sales tax and other
items of revenue. Not surprisingly most,
if not all, development projects have
come to a stop.

The reason for this severe financial
crunch is of course the collectivist and
populist measures inspired by the
moth-eaten theories of socialism.

Kerala, the other State dominated by
the Communists, is no better. lts outlay
on salaries, pensions and interest on
loans totals upto 81.98% of its revenue.
There is no Peerless to loan money; it
has to depend upon the fat cooperative
sector (cooperative banks are the most
flourishing here compared to their
counterparts in other states) and,
ofcourse that perennial milch cow, the
public sector.

Till last year Kerala could take an

advance from the Reserve Bank of lndia
and somehow juggle its balance sheet.

This is no longer possible as RBI is no
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longer prepared to bail cut the state
government's finances. Not surprisingly
the State had to face the unsavoury
experience of stopping treasury pay-
ments for two days in June.

Experts appointed to save the situa-
tion have advised sensible measures,
such as the prunirrg or rationalising
education and public health expendi-
ture. Of ccurse the government will not
adhere to ihis advice. Kerala's educa-
tion system is one of the more deplor-
able examples of education aftainments
where literacy camouflages itsell as
education. As free education has ruined
standards so has free medical service
with hospitals without "medicines, cot-
ton, spirit, syringes and even oxygen."
Another gargantuan feeder is the food
subsidy which gobbles up Rs. 100
crores annually.

lnterestingly, the percentage in the
State's budget set apart for irrigation is
3.24, on public works 2.84, housing
and urban developments 1.56!

The East European scene has
changed but our local Bourbons will
learn nothing!

Compared to West Bengal and
Kerala, the state budgets of Rajasthan,
Orissa and Karnataka can be described
as comfortable! RS

ANAPPEAT
When pulting logelher old issues
of Freedom Firstwe discovered lo
our dismoy lhot lhe lollowing 26
issues ore missing.
Should you, os o long lime reoder
hove preserved ony ore oll of
lhese issues do lend lhem lo us..
We promise lo relurn them ofler

i morino cooies for our records

Missing lssues

Nos. 207, 244,260 lo 277,284
to 289
Moil the copies preferobly bY
registered post (we sholl be
hoppy to reimburse moiling
costs) to:
The Editor
Freedom First
4lh Floor, Moneckii Wodio
Brdg.,
127, Moholmo Gondhi Rood,
Bomboy 400 023.
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'Stray lncidents' Did You Say, Mr. Home Minis ter?
S.V Roju

Onion Home Minister, S.B. Chavan
told lhe Times of India correspondent
in New Delhi on September 27 that
"lndia would not tolerate Amnesty's
idea that there was no rule of law in
lndia. While not denyino that'stray inci-
dents' take place, he said the central
issue is whether such incidents are
taken note of and if punitive action was
taken by the appropriate authority. Mr.
Chavan said he was satisfied that this
was happening in lndia."

Mr. Chavan went on to reaffirm that
"Amnesty lnternational would not be
permitted to tour lndia to investigate
alleged violations of human rights." He
went on to have a dig at civil rights
organisations in lndia like the People's
Union for Civil Libarties (PUCL). "Our
friends", said the Home Minister "have
been providing information (to
Amnesty). The importance attached to
their information will definitely be
reduced once the (Human Rights)
Commission begins its work."

The report revealed that "legislation
to establish the national human rights
commission would probably be intro-
duced in partliament in the monsoon
session of 1993."

What Mr. Chavan was saying was:

a. That the rule of law was very much
prevalent in lndia;

b. that where there were 'stray' cases of
violation of the rule of law these were
investigated (presumbly departmen-
tally) and action taken against the
officers concerned;

c. that information passed on to
Amnesty lnternational by lndian
human rights organisations like the
PUCL were undependable'

d. that once the National Human
Rights Commission is legislated into
existence, organisations like the
PUCL will become redundant;
meanwhile

e. Amnesty International has no br"rsi-
ness poking its nose into lndian
affairs, as ils none of Amnesty's

business.

Rule of Law
'fhat India is a democracy holding

fiee elections once every five years (or
more often wheir is poiitician! decide
to behave irresponsibly) is not denied

- not even byAmnesty. That the lndian
press is generally free is also aqcepted.
That we have a parliament where
(among other things) there is the insti-
tution of a leader of the opposition who
is not a ruling party clone is also accept-
ed. But the question is do these (admit-
tedly essential) trappings of a
democracy go to prove there is rule of
law prevalent in lndia?

For 40 of the 45 years since lndian
independence we have been ruled by a
single parly 

- The lndian National
Congress. The Congress, in the name
of socialism (a maxist variant really of
the Nehru variety) spawned a huge
bureaucracy. This bureaucracy which
includes the police and other law
enforcement agencies, developed a
cozy relationship with its political mas-
ters. This relationship can best be
described in ordinary language as 'You

scratch my back and I scratch yours'.

ln such an arrangement ruling party
politicians misuse the police for their
party and personal ends and also inter-
fere in such maiters as promotions and
transfers. The police, apart from misus-
ing their positions to enrich themselves
act in an arbitrary manner without car-
ing in the slightest for legal procedures
and such small matters as the rights of
citizens. lf there was some kind of rule
of law evident it was kind courtesy the
police and not as a matter of right.

Therefore, Mr. Home Minister, while
we do have the concept of the rule of
law implicit in our system of democratic
governance, in practice however much
arbitrariness goes on. And it is this that
has resulted in the people generally not
considering policemen as friends of the
people but as those to be feared even
by the law abiding.

On August 4, Mr. Vijay Tendulkar the
distinguished playwright filed a public
interest petition befcre the Division
Bench of the Bombay High Court ask-
ing the Court to set up an independent
machinery to investigate complaints
against the police.

It was submitted in the Petition that,
contrary'to the proVisiShi of ihe Ia'*,'
officers and personnel of the police
indulge in numerous acts of lawless-
ness and violence, which it is their statu-
tory duty to prevent.

Four illustrative cases .of such acts
by the police all in Bombay city were
given in the petition. These pertained to
Rajiv Agrawal, who was beaten and
kicked in a police station because he
attempted to prevent the wrongful
arrest of a taxi driver (see Freedom
Firsl No. 413); B.L. Miranda, whose
house was broken into and who was
threatened with a gun by a police offi-
cer; Baburao Jadhav, vrho was
assaulted and illegally arrested by the
police at a police station where he had
gone to make a complaint about the
behaviour of the police; and Dilip
D'Souza, who was threatened with a
gun and who was sought to be dragged
to the office of the Assistant
Commissioner of Police while taking
photographs of birds on the terrace of
his own building.

Mr. Vijay Tendulkar submifted that
this trend of lawlessness and assault by
the police was subversive of the entire
machinery and scheme of law and
order and also had the effect of destroy-
ing public confidence and faith in the
police. He therefore submitted that the
Court should direct the Respondents to
establish an independent body to inves-
tigate complainls against the police, to
ensure that such complaints are dis-
posed of within a specified period and
to provide that the reports of this body
should be made public. lt was further
submitted that the Respondents be

f:rr'tthtn f tr:(tt



directed to make provision for adequate
compensation for the victims of such
acts, to provide that the perpetrators of
such outrages should bear at least part
of this compensation, and to take steps
within a prescribed time to prosecute
police personnei involved in such acts.

The petition has been admitted on
the ground that the question required to
be considered.

Some more 'stray' incidents for the
Home Minister's information:

Crude Cops
it is now axiomatic that the city's

police force has scaled new heights of
brutalisation.

However, there's nothing better than
being convinced by the evidence of
one's own eyes. A colleague had
recenily gone to Rafi Kidwai police sta-
tion in connection with a matter unrelat-
ed to journalism, when he witnessed a
barbaric display of police "power".

A driver of a prominent transport
company, who seemed to have spent
the night in Bachanalian revelry, wanted
to report the theft of one carton from
his truck. lnitially, a constable gently
chided him and expressed the opinion
that the driver himself had sold off the
carton in question. Naturally, the driver
vigorously denied the allegation and a
wee bit unconvincingly asked Aisa
kgoon karoonga, saheb (why should I

do so saheb)?

At this, a sub-inspector named
Bhaskar Dere, intervened: with his fists.
After landing a mighty slap on the
stunned driver's face, he unleashed a

barrage of left-right combinations
which would have done puglist
Manohar Pingle proud. Reducing the
hapless complainant to pulp, the brutal
sub-inspector, business at hand having
been completed, jumped on an Enfield
motorcycle and roared away (.The

Timesof India, August 10).

The CBI's'Handlers'
One of the senior vice-presidents of

the Andhra Bank Financial Services
Ltd. Mr. Tharian Chacko has lodged a
complaint with the Bangalore police
alleging he was severely assaulted by
officers of the Central Bureau of
lnvestigation (CBl) while he was being
interrogated in ionnection with the
bank scam.

Mr. Chacko was repeatedlY threat-
ened with dire consequences bY the
CBI SP Reddy who asked him to reveal
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the names of senior officials in ABFSL
who might have received kickbacks.

Mr. Reddy then 'asked inspectors
Prabhakaran and E. Narayanan to "han-
dle him". They took him to the ground
floor and repeatedly assaulted him
while seekirrg information on the kick-
backs. Mr. Chacko rvas allowed to go
home around 10 p.m. after being
ordered to report back in the CBloffice
around 9.30 a.m. on Saturday morning
with the information they were seeking.

A mortally afraid and bruised
Chacko sought the help of his uncle
J.E. Ceorge, an IPS officer, who took
him to the R.T. Nagar police station to
file a complaint against Mr. Reddy and
the two inspectors.

The deputy commissioner of police
(west), Mr. K.C. Ramamurthy, sum-
moned Mr. Reddy, who came to the
police station accompanied by CBI
deputy superintendent Desai, who apol-
ogised orally for the misconduct.

The Case of the Lucknow Jailer
"The deputy jailer of Lucknow dis-

trict jailN.N. Shrivastava who had been
arrested under TADA for his alleged
connivance in a recent jail break by four
militants has charged that the senior
superintendent of police of Lucknow
had not only tortured him and his two
sons but threatened to torture women
folk of his family also in order to extract
a false confession.

ln letters written to the UP Chief
Minister and senior State officials from
jail Shrivastava claimed that after being
subjected to repeated electric shocks
the SSP Mr. S.K. Misra had threatened
that his wife and daughter would be
humiliated inside the police lockup if he
did not parrot the version prepared by
the SSP.

Shrivastava claimed that he contin-
ued to resist continuous physical tor-
ture but broke down when police
officials mercilessly beat his two sons
Subodh and Sarveshand and told him
that his wife and unmarried daughter
would be subjected to worse atrocites in
front of him (/ndian Express, August
30).

The Cowboy Cops of Tilak Nagar

On September 9, gun-toting police-
men threatened a middle class family at
their residence in Vidya Vihar, a

Bombay suburb, to break open the
door if it was not opened to them. The

frightened family did not open the
doots thinking they were being threat-
ened by robbers.

"lt started around 5.20 a.m. when
Ms. Nagarajan heard the rattling sound
of the iron grill door at the entrance.
When she opened the wooden door at
the entrance of the ground floor flat and
peeped outside, she noticed a tall. dark,
hefty man wearing a jacket with a sten
gun in hand standing on the steps.

The policemen then flashed torches
inside the room and one of her sons
could see a policeman in uniform. He
told his mother that there were police-
men outside and not robbers.

!1rs. Nagarajan then allowed the
policemen, numbering more than 15,
to come into her house. On enterifig,
policemen asked the family members
to display their belongings kept in the
cupboards, boxes and bags.

The policemen took the youths to
the Tilak Nagar police station. One of
them was released immediately while
another was released in the afternoon
after interrogation. Mrs. Nagarajan said
the area DCP, Mr. Khemkar, when con-
tacted on phone, described the incident
as an "unfortunate one" to her.

When asked whether he exPressed
any regrets on behalf of the police, Mr.
Khemkar said there was no need"
(lndian Express, September 1 1 ).

The above are not from the PUCL or
the PUDR or any of the Home Minister's
"friends" to whom he referred in his
press inteMew with The Tintes of India
correspondent, but from The Tlmes of
India and the /ndian Express and these
are 'stray' incidents between August 10

and September I 1.

fu for the Home Minister's reference
to the National Human Rights

Commission, the detailed terms of ref-

erence are not yet clear. We shall know
when the purposal is introduced in par-
liament. Meanwhile the comment we

offer at the stage is that this
Commission is another name for the

Minorities Commission which it is likely
to replace. And the 'human rights' it is

likely to consider will in all probability be
at the 'marco' level and not individual
cases.

And finally, in this age of globalisa-
tion and rapid communication, both
audio and visual,to say we will not let
Amnesty lnternational into lndia is silli'if
not idiotic.



Dadabhai Naoroii
Grand Old Man of lndia

Jomshed N. Guzder

comed by a few, other parents were
indignant that he should make such a
proposal and threatened to throw him
out of the house. Nonetheless, despite
this discouragement, an experimental
school was opened, and this great man,
with a few dedicated educationists,
came forward to teach free those girls
who approached him to learn. In a very
short time 44 Parsi and 24 Hindu girls
volunteered as students .to"avail them-
selves of the teaching, thanks to the
encouragement from Jagannath
Shankar Sheth, who was a member of
the Board of Education and who
offered his cottage to be used as a
school. Mr. K.N. Cama of the Cama
family supported the cause and volun-
teered a sum of money to improve the
school and pay the teachers.

ln London - as a Manager
Prior to 1855, there was not a single

lndian mercantile firm in England. All
business was done by Europeans.
However, the Cama brothers set up the
first lndian company in England with
their Head Office in London and a
branch at Liverpool. They looked
around for a person of high integrity
and education to manage the compa-
ny. They decided that Dadabhaiwas the
right person and he agreed to take over
as the Manager, after a great deal of
reluctance.

He did so because he felt that this
would give him an opportunity to initi-
ate a connection between England and
lndia. It would also give him an opportu-
nity to advise lndian students in
England who were competing for the
lndian Civil Service. He coined the slo-
gan "lndia for lndians" as far back as

140 years ago.
You may be surprised to hear that

even as far back as I 856, in the
University College, London, there was a

subject called "Cujarati" and Dadabhai
was appointed professor for this sub-
ject. He taught at University College for
lO years, during which period he found-
ed the London Zoroastrian Association

Dadabhairvould have been a practis-
ing priest, considering that his own
father was a poor Parsi priest trying to
eke out a living in Bombay in those
days. But nature and destiny ordained
otherwise, partly because of the fact
that Dadabhai's father, Naoroji, died
when he was only four years old. Since -

the responsibility for bringing him up,
including his education, was left to his

"rnother;.she, sent him to the Native
Education Society School, where he
impressed his teachers with his intelli-
gence and forcefulness from those very
early days.

After school, he entered the
Elphinstone lnstitute, where all the pro-
fessors were highly educated
Englishmen. lt was here that he got an
opportunity to acquaint himself with the
great literature of the world, mostly
English, but also Firdous's Shah-
Namah, the great lranian Epic.

Early Promise
From a very early age he showed

promise of brilliance. At the age of 15
he received Clare's Scholarship
awarded to scholars. He was a shining
light of the Elphinstone lnstitute and the
pride of his professors. ln fact, one of
the English professors, Prof. Orlebar,
called him "The Promise of lndia." The
prophecy certainly came true, as can be
seen from the subsequent events in his
career.

There are many firsts in Dadabhai's
life. ln fact, he became the first lndian
Professor at the Elphinstone lnstitute
and he was the first to strive in his own
way for the intellectual uplift of the pub-
lic of lndia.

Among the other firsls to his credit
were: The first lndian to be elected to
the British Parliament the first lndian to
be appointed on the Royal
Commission, and, above all, the first
lndian to ask for "self government" for
his country.

His conduct and achievements at
this early age so impressed Sir Erskine
Perry, who was then the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Bombay and

"... in oll he did, in ollhe
suffered ond in oll he tought,

he wos the Prophet
Zorooster's religion

personified, becouse he
wos the mon more thon
onybody else of pure

thought, of pure speech
ond pure deeds."

President of the Board of Education,
that Sir Erskine suggested that
Dadabhai be sent to Lcrndon to qualify
as a Barrister. Here again, destiny
played a part and things turned out
otherwise. lnstead he was appointed
Professor of Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy at the early age of 20.

Promoting Female Education
This brilliant and forward looking

man, at the early age of 24, created a
revolution in education on 4th August,
1849, when the foundation for female
education was laid in Bombay. At that
time, female education was practically
nil and girls were not sent to school due
to the orthodox sentiments then prevail-
ing. Dadabhai and other members
of the Society had the courage and
determination to go from door to door
to persuade parents to allow their
daughters to learn the three Rs.

While Dadabhai s efforts were wel-
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in 1861. He was its first President which
he continued to be until 1907.

Return to lndia
There are many significant things

that Dadabhai achieved during this
time, both in England and when he
returned to lndia, especially his associa-
tion rvith the Maharaja of Baroda -how he helped him and subsequently
became the Dewan of Baroda, which
position he finally resigned.

On 26th July, 1875, in his 50th year,
he was elected to the Bombay
Municipal Corporation from the same
constituency in which he was born.
Here again, he made his mark and
because of his knowledge of finance,
his proficiency in mathematics and his
skrll in marshalling statistics, he proved
of great value to the Corporation, and
after a period of only three months he
was elected a Member of the Town
Council.

A Founder of the lndian National
Congress

Dadabhai was one of the moving
spirits and a founder of the lndian
National Congress, and lre attended the
first Congress session which was held
in Bombay in 1885.

ln 1886, he again proceeded to
England. He had a desire to contest the
elections to the British Parliament so
that he could endeavour to discuss the
cause of lndia. Dadabhai contested
from the Holborn constituency as a

Liberal, but was defeated. But being
the man tnat he was, this defeat only
strengthened his resolve to succeed.

ln between, in I886, Dadabhai was
requested to attend the 2nd session of
the lndian National Congress at

Calcutta, where he was elected
President. As President, he strove hard
and succeeded in bringing together
rival groups within the Congress,
including Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak and Mahadeo Covind Ranade,
whose quarrel could have sPlit the
Congress during its infancY.

Dadabhai went back to England and

was'nominated, once again, as a Liberal
candidate. The Tories were highly criti-
cal of this and Lord Salisbury' who was

then Prime Minister of England, in his

famous Edinburgh election sPeech

called Dadabhai a "black man."

frtt'Liltrt f irsl I

Member of Finsbury
Contrary to all expectations and in

keeping with the British sense of fair
play, these words caused a sensation all
over England, and gained more publici-
ty for Dadabhai, improved his reputa-
tion and standing, and got hint a great
deal of support. lt is said that even
Queen Victoria was upset tha'. one of
her patriotic lndian subjects should
have been so insulted by the Prime
Minister. As a result of all this, Dadabhai
was elected to the British House of
Commons in 1892 the first lndian to
enter the House of Commons a hun-
dred years ago.

His dream had come true. His wish
fulfilled. He had reached the zenith of
his fanre. His reputation and moral
character were such that on entering
Parliarnent and being. asked to take
oath on the Bible, he absolutely refused
saying that he was not a Christian.
Parliament deferred to his sentiments
and allowed him to take the oath irr the
name of God, which he did, holding in
his hand a small book of Avesta which
he had taken with him.

Here again, in Parliament, Dadabhai
devoted his time to his favourite subject

- improving the condition of his coun-
try, lndia. He made n)any speeches in
Parliament on this and wrote a book
called "Poverty and Un-British Rule in
lndia." He demanded that a Royal
Commission be instltuted to look into
his charges. So effective was
Dadabhai's campaign, that the British
Parliament did constitute this
Comnlission. ln fact he was appointed a

Member of this Commission.

Guiding Gandhiin South Africa
ln the midst of all this he did not for-

get the plight of the lndians in South
Africa where Mahatma Candhi was
carrying on the herculean task of fight-
ing for their rights. Candhiji was in
direct contact with Dadabhai by carry-
ing on regular correspondence with
him and seeking his advice. ln one of
Gandlriji's letters to Dadabhai he wrote:
"l am yet inexperienced and young and
therefore prone to make mistakes." He
said that the responsibility that he had
undertaken was out of proportion to his
ability. However, he said that just as
Dadabhai was fighting for the rights of
lndians in lndia, he was fighting for the
rights of lndians in South Africa. and in
this he requested Dadabhai to kindlv

guide and advise him and make sug_
gestions, w!i9! suggestions, eandhili
said, he would follow as advice coming
from a father to a son.

ln 1916, when he was 91, the
Bombay University conferred on
Dadabhai, alorrg with Pherozeshah
Mehta, the Honorar.v Deqree of Doctor
of Laws. The British Covernment
offered him a knighthood, which he
refused.

Dadabhai passed away peacefully on
30th June, 1917. After his body was
consigned to the Tower of Silence, that
eminent personality, Sir h*arayan
Chandavarkar, paid a glowing tribute to
lris memory:
"lf we take stock of his life and his
example, may I not say with perfect jus-
tice and trust that in his career, in all he
did, in all he suffered and irr bll he
taught, he was the prophet Zoroaster's
religion personified, because he was the
man more than anybody else of pure
thought, of pure speech and pure
deeds."

MR. J.N. GOZDER is a leading businessman and
a Trustee of the Parsi Punchayat in Bombay,

Perhops the losi public funclion
thot Ronode performed wos lhe
unveiling of o portroit of Dodobhoi
Nooroji on November 24, 1900, On
fhot occosion. he described
Dodobhoi os ihe best producl of
British educotion ond odded lhot in
leorning ond inCuslry. especiolly
induslry, Dodobhoi hod no equol
"Englishmen shouid teel proud of
Dodobhoi os o unique figure in lndion
History" wos one of his observolions
on lhe occosion. Ronode ulilised the
opportunity for lhe lost lime io offirm
his polilicol foith. He soid: "The ero of
British conquesl wos followed by thot
of consolidotion. Then come lhe ero
of reconciliotion ond reconstruclion.
Qn whot lines should the work of
reconslruciion be corried on by the
younger generolron? These ore loid
down in Dodobhoi's own words. The
people of lndio should regord the
exislence ond conlinuonce ol British
dominion in lhol porl of Asio qs on
unqueslionoble foct. Thot is lhe new
foundotion of lhe whole edifice. But
lhere is onolher ospecl of lhe prob-
lem By reoson of lhe conquesl ond of
the consolidolion. lhe people of lndro
should be roised to o ploce of equoli-
ty omong ihe other nqlions of the
eorlh "

ln Mohodev Govtnd Ronode
A Btogrophyby TV Porvole



Dadabhai - The Secular Nationalist
AdiDoctor

The seculor notionolism of Dodobhoi Nooroji sow lhe stole os o colleclivity of persons,
recognised by eoch other os hoving rights ond possesing certoin institutions for lhe

mointenonce of lhose rights.

The nationalism of the liberals
stands in sharp contrast to the
religious-spiritual nationalism of
Dayanand Saraswati, Lokmanya Tilak
or Sri Aurobindo. The religo-spiritual
-nationalists perceived the nation as a

great divine and maternal power, a
shakti to be revered and worshipped. ln
his essay, "The ldeal of the
Karmayogin", Sri Aurobindo warns his
countrymen against subjecting their
minds to European ideas or looking at
life from the material standpoint.
"Materially you are nothing, spiritually
you are everything", asserts Aurobindo
and then goes on to exhort his country-
men thus: "First become lndians.
Recover the patrimony of your forefa-
thers. Recover the Aryan thought, the
Aryan discipline the Aryan character,
the Aryan life. Recover the Vedanta, the
Cita, the Yoga..."

Not only did spiritual nationalism
seek to give the state a mystic aura by
establishing a "Dharmar4jga " based on
"sua-dharma and raj-dharma' (Tilak),
and viewed patriotism as "a religious
sadhana" (Aurobindo), it also tended to
see the state and society as organic and
having a soul of its own. As a conse-
quence, the religo-spiritual nationalists
tended to undermine individual righG
and laid greater emphasis on the
collectivity.

ln contrast, the secular nationalism
of Dadabhai Naoroji saw the state sim-
ply as a ccllectivity of persons, recogni-
sed by each other as having rights and
possessing certain institutions for the
maintenance of those rrghts. This is
why in Dadabhai's writings we see no
attempt to glorify the state, but instead
find him constantly speaking of the
"pledged rights" of cirizens.

Father of lndian Constitutionalism
ln common with other liberals,

Dadabhai's patriotism made him seek
improvement through the British con-
nection. He regarded the Queen's
Proclamation as the constitution; and
whatever the cause Dadabhai was fight-
ing for - whether he was pressing for
the lndianizaticn of the civil service or
for xuaraj (deinand for more self-
government), he always spoke in terms
of the rights which the British sovereign
had pledged to give to her subjects in
the Proclamation. lt was because of this
habit of Dadabhai to link up every
demand with the various royal procla-
mations and solemn pledges held out
by British statesmen to lndia, that he
can be called the father of constitution-
alism in lndia.

His concern for the rights of citizens
and insistence on fair play by the gov-
€[ofilt'ot can be seen in numerous
instances. Shortly after the old system
of nomination was given up in favour of
recruitment by examination to civil ser-
vices in 1855, all of a sudden the lndia
Office announced a reduction in the
age limit from 23 years, thereby depriv-
ing young Wadia, the very first lndian
student, the opportunity to appear for
the examination. Dadabhai took up the
cause of young Wadia in right earnest
and strongly protested to the Secretary
of State for lndia, Lord Stanley, stating
that the change in age limit should have
been notified beforehand. He sought to
get the question raised in the House of
Commons and continued his corre-
spondence until he got an assurance
from the Secretary of State that no fur-
ther changes ;n the Civil Service
Regulations would at any time be made
without due publicity being given to

them.
Later when Dadabhai took up the

issue of holding simultaneous examina-
tions in lndia and England for the lCS,
he made it a point, in all his corre-
spondence with the lndia Council, to
rernind them of the pledges and the
Proclamations. Though initially the
majority was against him, Dadabhai
persevered, until. in 1893, the House of
Commons by a majority declared itself
in favour of simultaneous examinations.
Likewise in 1896, Dadabhai opened
correspondence with the war office and
the Admiralty urging them to remove
the exclusion of lndians from examina-
tions for admission to the armY and
navy since these were contrary to the
Queen s Proclamations of 1858 and
r 859.

Towards Representative Government
As a nationalist Dadabhai was very

eager that the lrrdian subjects share the
same democratic way of life as the
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British. ln his speech delivered at the
first session of the Congress in 1885,
Dadabhai hailed Britain as "the parent
of free representative government" and
pressed for the setting up of Legislative
Councils in India in these words: "We,
as her subjects and children are entitled
to inherit the great blessing of freedom
and representation". By 1906
Dadabhai, having become increasingly
impatient with British tardiness in meet-
ing lndia's demands for self-
government, began demanding full
self-governing legislatures like those of
the colonies of Australia and Canada.

British Loot of lndia
Dadabhai's nationalism sought to

unite lndians on a secular economic
platform. The greater part of his life he
spent in endeavouring to awaken his
countrymen to what he perceived as
"the drain of lndia's wealth" by Great
Britain. Being plundered by her rulers,
argued Dadabhai, was nothing new to
lndia. The Mughals and Marathas may
have plundered lndia, he said, but their
wealth remained within India. lndividual
subjects suffered but the country as a
whole did not, since the loss of one
countryman was the gain of another.

ln the case of the British, Dadabhai
lamented, the loot was taken out of the
country and spent abroad. Native rulers
may have taxed heavily but the eco-
nomic effects were not disastrous as
the tax collected was spent in lndia; but
in the case of the British the proceeds
were sent out of India. Dadabhai saw
the British as even worse than Muslim
invaders like Nadir Shah, because,
whereas in the case of Nadir Shah the
loss was temporary since the man went
away with his booty leaving the country
to "recuperate and become rich and
prosperous again", in the case of the
British the invasion was continuous and
"the plunder goes right on with no inter-
mission and actually increases and the
impoverished lndian nation has no
opportun ity to recuperate."

Dadabhai painstakingly tabulated
the sources of the drain of wealth from
lndia viz. an annual drairr of two hun-
dred. million rupees under the head of
salaries paid to British employees in the
army, civil services, railways etc, rvhich
not only resulted in the loss of wealth
but aiso work; payments made to
British officials in the form of pensions
and furlough allowances; the expendi
ture incurred in England by the

Fr<:etlont First I0

Secretary of State for lndia, poputarly
known as "home charges"; and lastly
Dadabhai charged the British with
bringing back to lndia a large part of the
drained wealth as fresh capital, thereby
securing for themselves not only a
monopoly of all trade and industries,
but also siphoning away profits earned,
back to England. Before the Welby
Commission in 1895, and repeatedly
tltereafter, Dadabhai emphasised the
fact that the drain deprived India of its
potential capital and provided England
with additional productive capital at the
expense of lndia.

As a way to end the drain Dadabhai
suggested that firstly, lndians should
themselves be allowed to develop the
resources of their country and also to
draw upon British capital; and, secondly
that financial relations between,Great"
Britain and lndia must be investigated
and restructured on a just and moral
basis. ltems charged on the lndian reve-
nues, for instance, must be met by the
British Exchequer. Dadabhai also sug-
gested a"su:adeshi" movement to stop
the incessant drain. He admitted that
lndia needed British capital, but it
should be managed by lndians.
Whereas lndia needed British capital,
bemoaned Dadabhai, what it got was
the British invasion that ate up both the
capital and the produce.

Secular Nationalism
It must be noted that the Drain

Theory was responsible for gradually
changing the attitude of Dadabhai
towards the British lndia Covernment
and even shaking his faith in constitu-
tional methods in dealing with the
British. Dadabhai spent his whole life
trying to educate lndians about the
drain and in the process did succeed in
rousing a distinctly nationalist response.
Lokmanya Tilak acknowledges this
when he pays tribute to Dadabhai for
being the first to give the call for suaraj
and srl.ladeshl.

Dadabhai considered one of the
essential prerequisites for the general
attainment of swaraj or self-government
to be a thorough political union among
the lndian people of all crgeds and
castes. He wanted the people to sink all
differences of race and religion and
work with "co-operation and union" in
the field of politics. He worked hard to
dispel the erroneous notion among cer-
tain Muslim leaders that the Congress

Gondhi on Dodqbhoi
ll wos on Seplember 4, ,1888, thol I

soiled lrom Bomboy for London with
lhree lellers of inhoduclion, the mosl
precious being forlhe G.O.M. ol lndio,
Dodobhoi Nooroii. The wriler wos o
Mohoroshlrion doctor, o lriend of the
fomily.Ihe worthy doctor told me the
G.O.M. did not know him personolly, in
foct he hod never even hod lhe dor-
shon of lhe G.O.M. "But,'soid the doc-
lor, "whol does it moller? Everyone
knows him ond odores him os lndio's
greol son ond chompion. He hos
exiled himsell for us. I cloim lo know
him by his service of lndio. You willsee
lhot my letter willserve you jusl os well
os I hod known him personolly. The
locl is, you need no inlroduction lo
him. Your being on lndion is sutficienl
inlroduclion. But you ore o youngsler,
unhovellbd'onb tiriiio. This tettei wi[
give you couroge enough to go to
the G.O.M. ond ollwillbe smoolh soil-
ing for you.' And so il wos. When I

reoched London, I soon found lhol
lndion students hod free occess lo lhe
G.O.M. ol oll hours of the doy. lndeed,
he wos in lhe ploce of fother lo every
one of lhem, no molier lo which prov-
ince or religion they belonged. He
wos lhere to odvise ond guide them
in lheir ditficullies. I hove olwoys been
o hero-worshipper. And so Dodobhoi
become reol Dodo to me. The relo-
lionship took the deepest root in
Soulh Africq, for he wos my constont
odviser ond inspirolion. Hordly o week
possed without o letler lrom me to
him describing the condiiion of
lndions in South Africo. And I will
remember thot whenever there wos o
reply to be expected, it come without

foil in his own hondwriting, in his inimi-
tobly simple style. I never received o
typed letter from him. And during my
visits to Englond from South Africo I

found thot he hod for office o gonet
perhops eight feet by six feet. There
wos hordly room in lt for onolher choir.
His desk, his choir, ond the file of
popers filled the room. I sow lhoi he
wrole his letters in copying ink ond
pres-copied them himself .

The slory of o life so noble ond Yet
so simple needs no introduclion from
me or onybody else. MoY it be on
inspirotion to the reoder even os
Dodobhoi living wos to mel

Texl of Moholmo Gondhi's Foreword lo Mr.

R.P Mosoni's well-known biogrophy
'Dodobhoi Nootoji: The Grond Old Mon ol
lndio "



demand to transfer power to a native
parliament would mean substituting
British-raj by Hindu-raj. Dadabhai
encouraged Muslim leaders like Tyabji
and Bhimji to tour the country in order
to counter such anti-Congress ProPa-
ganda and to enlist suPPort for the
Congress. Likewise he condemned the
opinion expressed by some Parsi lead-
ers that the community would do well to
dissociate itself from the Congress, the
Hindus and the Muslims. Such an atti-
tude, asserted Dadabhai, would prove
suicidal for the community. "lf we break
with the lndians", he wrote in a letter to
Dinshaw Wacha dated 2Oth December
1888, "our fate will be that of the crow
in peacock feathers. The English will in
no time pluck out those feathers".
However, Dadabhai's fears were
unfounded because no less than 36
Parsi delegates turned up to attend the
All lndia Congress meet.

Dadabhai was equally eager to enlist
the support of the princely states to the
Congress and its cause. ln a letter to
Allan O. Hume, dated 5th January 1888
Dadabhai argued "we must carry the
native princes completely with us." He

himself undertook tours of princely

states like Kathiawar, Cutch, Junagadh, mately linked with religious sentiments,
Condal and extensively lectured to the 'let class Congresses discuss them"
people about the aims and objectives of Dadabhai argued. The Congress he felt"
the Congress. His biographer Masani should focus or concentrate only on a
has observed that thanks to his sincere secular or political-economic platform
and ardently patriotic speeches he was viz. the violation by the British of solemn
able "for the first time in history... to pledged righLs, and their drain of wealth
rouse a distinctly national feeling in from lndia. What Dadabhai found true
lndia." of our country a century ago is equally

true of it today. Today too there are

enough secular (political-econ6mic)

Dadabhai believed there were issues which can unite our people- Only

,enough political una 
".o*rnic 

issuei we need a contemPorary Dadabhai

awaitins redressat; ""J;;ii;ii"; f";il l-"1?'!?-n"nerate 
secular nationalism

redresi of these ills was sufficient once agaln'

ground for uniting the diverse lndian
people. Dadabhai's whole life was spent Rcrcrenccs,

in the aftempt to brins,ab:u] lhis 
unrty. 

^4""ii,J,:Tt;IJ:ff:i:,;'"".11:',1$:lj&,Y.Sl"il:ff',1So particular was Dadabhai to ensur€ uilg,aptricuraccountotDadabhaistifeandwork.ttcontainsmany

and pfeSefVe thig Unity that he WOUId 1'v p€rso4ijf$te6 Dada?hai'vJolell9 Wacha' llalbari' Hume and

have no truck with religious and social Dadabhais os maior pubrished works are pqerty and

reforms if these were going to split the ;;.t$:,:il:il'11i;il#.:ffi'H:andwritinss"edited
Congress. Describing the Congress as

a "gathering of all classes", he asked, 9R. ADI DOCTOR is Head of the Department of

hoJ could ihis gathering of all classes Political Science, Goa oniversitv, Taleigao- -.
discuss the social r"ror"-t needed in Plateau' Goa'

each individual class? ln short,
Dadabhai was keen to build an exclu-
sive secular platform on which to unite
the people. lf social reforms were inti-

I

I I

LEADERS SINCE A LONG TIME

CONSOTIDATED COFFEE LIIAITED

12,500 acres of coffee plantations. Country's largest

curer, curing aoout 207o of the total production.

over 40 years of experience.

Growing coffeeby employing the best cultivation
methods. Consolidated CofIee also grows, Tea,

Cardamom, pepper and oranges A leaJing exporter
of Coflee,lhq are also authorised clearing & forwardrng dgents.

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED

Pollibeta - 571 215
KODAGU

Freedorn Firsl I I



Forllfyears
wrcharc

rernainedexactl
wherewesta

ATTHBTOP-
The Secret ?

Simply, the truth rvell told

@boStwfrc$tluutu
The paperpeopletrust

t National ReadershtP SurveY IV



Dadabhai in the House of Commons
Even before lhe founding of lhe lndion Notionol Congress, nolionolist leoders in lndio were interested in involving the then

imminenl potliomentory eiections of ',l885 wilh lndion problems. Condidotes who were known to be fovouroble to hC couse of
lndio were supported by lhe lndion people pui:licly. Two such nomes were lhose of John Bright ond Lol Mohon Ghose. A detego-
lion wos sent from lndio to Englond (consisting of Noroyon Chondovorkor, Monmohon Ghose ond Romoswomy Mudolior; to g-ive
publicity to the couse of lndio ond to promote condidotes who were fovouroble tO lndio. lt wos inleresting thot in the elections
not one of those friendly lo lndio wos elecled ond lhose cloiming lo be experls on lndio ond who were onfillndion were retyrned
to Porlioment! There were proposols mode thot Dodobhoi himself should stond for elections lo lhe British House of Comhons
(lnd ia n M i nor, Seplember,l 885).

It wos porodoxicol thot lhe Biltish Porlioment wos generolly indifferent lo lndion motlers. Yet this wos lhe supreme low-moking
body lor lndions. Dodobhoi pul this very well in lhe Congres session of ,1886:

?ll lhe most fundomentol queslions on which hing6 lhe enlire form ond chorocter ol the odministrotion ore decided by
Porliomenl. No molter whot it is, legislotive councils or the services - nothing con be reformed until Porlioment moves ond
enocls modificotions of the exisling Acts. Not one single genuine lndion voice is lhere in Porliomenl to tell cileqsl whot the
notive view is on ony question. Ihis wos mosl forcibly urged upon me by English genllemen, who ore in Porliomenl them-

.. ... selyes,theysoidlheyolwoysfeltitlobeogreoldgfgctinPorlioment,thotildidnolcontoinonesingle.genuinq.represeoto,
tive of the people of lndio.'

Dodobhoi tried lo sel right lhis shortcoming. And the slory of his brief three-yeor stint is best told by VS. Srinivoso Sostri, himself o
greot liberol ond who hos written most memorobly on Dodobhoi's porliomentory contribution The following is excerpled from his
book'Thumb-noil Sketches' published in,1946..

The next episode in Dadabhai's life
to which we come is his heroic candida-
ture for Parliament. He laboured at this
for seven or eight long years. At first he
failed in his efforts to get into Holborn;
then he tried Central Finsbury. Here
after five years of struggle he did suc-
ceed in becoming a member of
Parliament... Now it would take me long
to tell the story of the efforts that he
made to achieve this unique honour,
but one little incident should be men-
tioned. ln the year l BBB Lord Salisbury,
the Prime Minister, spoke at Edinburgh
and there he had to explain to his audi-
ence, consisting largely of Tories, how
the successful Tory candidate, had lost
a considerable number of votes as

compared with the Conservative tri-
umph upon the previous occasion.
Then he made use of a remarkable
expression. lt was meant to condemn
Dadabhai, but in reality it helped him...
This is what Lord Salisbury said:
'lt was undoubtedly a smaller majority
than Colonel Duncan obtained; but
then Colonel Duncan was opposed by a
black man; and however great the pro-
gress of mankind has been, and how-
ever fai we have advanced in
overcoming prejudices, I doubt if we
have yet got to that point of view where
a British constituency would elect a

black man.'

The audience shouted "shame", and
cheered the speaker, little dreaming

that the mud flung at the eminent
lndian was to bespatter the noble Lord
himself, to his consternation.
'lam speaking roughly', continued Lord
Salisbury, amidst laughter and cries of
"hear, hear"; 'and using language in its
colloquial sense, because I imagine the
colour is not exactly black, but, at all
events, he was a man of another race.'

But the words 'black man' offended
the finer part of the British population,
and at public meetings thereafter Lord
Salisbury was belaboured without
mercy for having so grossly abused an
equal subject of Her Majesty. lt is said
that Her Majesty herself was displeased
with the petulance which Lord Salisbury
had displayed. As he was then Prime
Minister the offence was particularly
unpardonable. One of the first men who
took him to task was Lord MorleY...

Gladstone followed quickly. He also
chastised the Prime Minister in public.
He said that he had given great offence
to millions of people in the country.
Now many another man of less note
also blamed Lord Salisbury.

Let me here make reference to an

honourable feature in English public
life. Lord Salisbury, having made this
indiscretion, did not publicly admit his

fault, but made amends for it in an indi-
rect manner. Two years later, when the

first members of the lmperial lnstitute
had to be appointed, he offered a scat

to Dadabhai Naoroji, and Dadabhai

accepted it gratefully. Now thai shows
you how in English public life there is a
code of honour, that if an offence has
been offered, amends should follow,
indirectly at least, if not directly. But
although this was at that time regarded
as an offence, it greatly helped
Dadabhai, for the English people chiv-
alrously drew to his side in great num-
bers, and when his next candidature
was announced for Central Finsbury.
the support for him grew in intensity
and in volume until in the year lB92 he
was actually elected. The jubilation in
liberal circles was very great, for he
appeared as a Cladstonian Liberal, and
in lndia the ovations to Central Finsbury
and the great name of Dadabhai were
on an unprecedented scale. During this
candidature it is said that Dadabhai
worked as if he had the energy of five or
six men, visiting individual homes,
speaking four or five times every day,
interviewing people and answering let-
ters and communications and replying
to protests in newspapers and deliver-
ing at the same time his customary lec-
tures on the duties of England towards
lndia. How he appeared in those days is
very interesting. There is a description
in a newspaper from which I quote. I

make no apology for it because it is a
very vivid poRrait.

'lf Mr. Naoroji had changed his name to
Mr. Brown or Mr. Jones no one would



know him to be a Parsee. But Naoroji is
a puzzler for the British elector - he
has the appearance and the manner of
a culilvated English gentleman, his face
a shade or two off colour, perhaps, but
certainly not darker than many an
Australian, tanned fronr long exposure
to tropical suns. lf physiognomy Lre any
indicatiorr of intellectual merits, Mr.
Naorcji is shrewd and penetrating, with
a large leaven of benevolence. His
ample beard and moustache are plenti-
fully sprinkled with white. He wears a
pair of gold-rimmed spectacles, which
he frequently adjusts when he makes a
point. He sometimes looks over his
glasses with a humorous srnile and gay
twinkle. in his bright eyes which speak
volunres for his keen sense of fun. The
regulation frock coat fits him like a
glove, and a better platform figure it
would be difficult to find. 1"1r. Naoroji's
personality pleased the large audience
before rvhom he was making his real
political debut... Mr. Naoroji is an admi-
rable speaker, with a strong voice, capa-
ble of many inflections from the deeply
earnest to the piping playful, with com-
mand over the indignant and ironical,
and his mastery of our language is mar-
vellous in its fitness and its fluency.'

Now in the result Dadabhai got only
three votes over his adversary; it was a
snrall majorify. but it was still a success
and he had become M.P. People in
England are generally unable to pro-
nounce our names, lndian names. They
are not verv good at learning our lan-
guage: our names simply break their
teeth so that instead of saying Naoroji,
they began to call him 'Narrow
Majority'.

I have no time to linger over the
admirable work that he did in
Parliament. Suffice it to say that he
missed no occasion for bringing for-
ward the grievances of lndia and advo-
cating its claims in the most emphatic
manner. lt is impossible to give an
account of all his work. Only a few epi-
sodes could be mentioned. In 1893 i.e.
the year after he became M.P. there
occurred a remarkable success over
which lndia lost her head, as it were.
'Simu.ltaneous examinations' was one
of Dadabhai's great subjects. He held
that in order to fulfil Queen Victoria's
proclamation of equality of lndians with
the British people, the examinations for
the lndian Civil Service, which admitted
people to the highest administrative
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posts, should be held both in lndia and
in England at the same time, that the
standard should be the same and that
lndians should therefore have full
opportunities of entering their own
highest services, This proposition,
though it sounds so reasonable nowa-
days, was at that time resisted by the
British people, who held the monoproly.
ln the year 1893 Dadabhai induced a
certain friend of his, named Herbert
Paul, to bring forward a resolution
declaring that the justice of the case
required the examination for the civil
services of lndia to be held at the same
time in both the countries. Luckily
Herbert Paul won the ballot, but all the
work was done.by Dadabhai. He himself
made an excellent speech in seconding
the resolution and Wedderbr.rrn fol-
lowed ably in defence of it. Now at that
tirne Parliament was in one of its care-
less moods. Members did not attend in
great numbers. Nobody cared for
lndian topics. ln those days an lndian
topic wos o by-word for cleoring the
house. When the subject was lndia,
people walked out as if they had noth-
ing to do with it. lt was a notorious gibe
at the way Creat Britain performed her
solemn trust in the East. There were
only 162 who were present ln the
House. The vote could be justly describ-
ed as a snatch vote. The House was
taken unawares. There was a small
majority on our side: eighty-four votes
on our side and seventy-six on the
other. Dadabhai and his friends threw
up their caps in joy and all lndia, as I

said, lost its head completely.
Everywhere in the country meetings
were held thanking Herbert Paul,
Dadabhai and Wedderburn for their
manly fight on behalf of lndia and hop-
ing that simultaneous examinations
would be introduced the next year. But
a resolution in the House of Commons
is not binding on the executive
Covernment, a fact which was not well
understood in lndia at that time. The
House of Commons may well pass a

resolution but the executive need not
care for it: that is the constitutional posi-
tion; and when the resolution was com-
municated to the Covernment of lndia
with the request that they should see
their way if possible to carry out the res-
olution, the Government of lndia put
forward a hundred reasons why it could
not be done: and it was not done. The
disappointment was keenly felt and
amongst the people who felt it very

keenly was Dadabhai himself. ln the
sanle year he came to Lahore to pre-
side a second time over the lndian
National Congress. It is said that on this
occasion he received all along the way
from Bombay to Lahore and from
Lahore back to Bombay immense ova-
tions at every station rivalling tl-rose that
any Viceroy had ever or that any
Maharajah could have in his own territo-
ry. That rvas because not only had he
succeeded in becoming arr M.P. but he
had succeeded in getting this resolution
passed.

Soon followed that great event in the
history of our finance, the appointment
of the Welby Comrnission to enquire
into the financal relations behveen the
two countries. Much discontent had
prevailed at the iniquitous way in which
England imposed burdens on India and
it was felt that serious attempts shciuld
be made to redress this injustice. But
the matter was by no means so easy to
negotiate. Finally the Covernment of
England, goaded to some extent by the
frequency and the virulence of
Dadabhai's attacks. appointed a Royal
Commission presided over by Lord
Welby. lt is to that Commission that
Cokhale went to girre evidence, along-
with C. Subrahmanya Ayyar from
Maciras, Surendranath Banerjea from
Bengal, Sir Dinshaw Wacha front
Bombay. And Dadabhai, although he
was appointed a member of the
Commission, offered himself for exami-
nation as a witness, for there was no
one to come within miles of him for
mastery of the necessary facts and fig-
ures. He went into the box himself and
was subjected to a very severe cross-
examination by his European col-
leagues. I need not say, l.rowever, that
he stood the trial with exceeding credit.
Like some other Royal Commissions,
this one on India ended in nothing.

V.S. SRINIVASA SASTRI

We should poy for ofliciol EuroPe-
ons bleeding us, ond non-off iciol
Europeon exploiting out lond and
lobour ond noturol resources...l ln
shorl, we should poy for o deslructive
ond dishonouroble syslem of govern-
menl viololing Acts of Porlioment ond
lhe mosi solemn pledges lhol ever o
people gove to onolher

From a lctler Dadabhai wr()le to an '\ntcr'
ican disputant clrrotcci bt'thc'Rt. llon V S Sti-
nivasa Sastri.



The'Quit India' Hypocrisy
Having participated in the Quit

lndia underground campaign after
the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi along
with my friends, Jayaprakash
Narayan and Achyut Patwardhan, I

did not find the hypocritical func-
tiuns organised by those in authority
and their vapid exhortations, very
edifying.

It seems to me that none of them
was activated by the spirit of "do or
die".

I was, therefore, delighted when I"
read the truth being told by Captain
Lakshmi of the lndian Nationalfumy
who let the truth out while rejecting
the award which was offered to her.

She quite rightly said: "l have no
right to take any awards or accept
any felicitatlon as the independence
we have achieved is false."

At a function to honour women
freedom fighters in Bombay on the
8th of August, Captain Lakshmi
rightly observed "Freedom is not to
achieve the concentration of wealth
in the hands of a few, communal dis-
harmony and resurgence of cas-
teism and communalism.

"What has happened to our inde-
pendence, our socie$ and our tradi-
tion?" she asked.

Thank god someone told the
truth at last. lt was like a breath of
fresh air in a fetid atmosphere.

Saddam Hussein Must Go
lf I were Saddam Hussein, lwould

not be at all worried about the half-
hearted manner in which I was being
handled by the United States. He has
always got away with it and has been
allowed to do so.

First of all the ceasefire in the war
against lraq was declared too early.
As Ceneral Schwarzkopf observed
they qhould have got into Baghdad
and finished Saddam once and for
all.

Ihe Surss Press Reuieur quite
righUy observes "The temporary res-
olution of the issue of entry to the

Ministry of Agriculture in Baghdad
solves nothing. The row about who
climbed down is unseemly - but on
balance it seems to have been the
United States. lraqi conditions about
the nationalities of those to be
involved in the inspection were
accepted. The head of the inspection
team, Mr. Rolf Ekeus of Sweden, said
that he had simply chosen ltis best
inspectors. But it is obviously no
coincidence that the American and
Britislr members of the old team

,, wer€.-dropped.

"Everything that has happened in
lraq since the Gulf war Proves that
the lraqi dictator has no intention of
obeying United Nations instructions
unless he is actually forced to do so.

lncreasingly, he is ignoring UN
threats because he does not believe
in them. The situation is similar to
that which led to the Culf war, with
lraq insisting that Kuwait is a prov-
ince of lraq.

lran's Persecution of the Baha'is
I am glad that thanks to the efforts

of Ms. Shirin Panthaki, who repre-
sents the lndian Liberal Croup oh the
Liberal lnternational, its Executive
Committee has adopted a resolution
on the persecution of the Baha'is in
lran. The following is an extract:
"The Liberal lnternational
"Recalling its commitment to the
elimination of religious intolerance in
all parts of the world,
"Concerned by the systematic cam-
paign of persecution in lran, since
1979, directed against the 3,00,000
members of the Baha'i community
(the largest non-Musilm religious
minority in lran) and the accompa-
nying violations of their fundamental
human rights;

"strongly condemns the summary
execution of Mr. Bahman
Samandari, solely on the grounds of
his religious belief, on lSth March
1992, and the circumstances of
secrecy and decePtion which sur-

rounded it;
"Expresses its profor-rnd concern for
the safety of all members of this
community, both as indirriduals and
collectively, as well as its hope that
this execution does not herald a
return to genocidal persecutions of
the 1980s;
"Strongly urges the lranian
Covernment to grant the Baha'i
community recognition and protec-
tion of rights as a religious minority".

In Support of a Jharkhand Stite
I am very much for the right of the
Adivsis in Bihar to have their own
State of Jharkhand. When I stood as,
an lndependent candidate for elec-
Uon to the lndian parliament in 7957
I was elected largely with Adivasi
support.

I was told that if I wore khaddar or
a Candhi cap the Adivasi people
would regard me as "Diku" (Dacoit)
and thev woulC not vote for rne. lwas
therefore compelled to conduct my
compaign wearing a felt-hat and
dressed in grey flannel trousers. All I

had to do was to drink rice wine at
public meetings and do a square
dance (Samba) roLnd the campfire
hand in hand with Adivasi girls. This
was probably the only constituency
in lndia with its own ground rules.
The Adivasis of the Jharkhand area
hate the caste Hindus of Bihar sym-
bolised by Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav
and if the Adivasi people of Bihar are
struggling for their own state, I wish
them well in their efforts.

Dr. John Marsh
I lost a very good friend recentlY in

Dr. John Marsh. He loved lndia and
visited it nearly twenty times since his
first visit in the fifties. I knew him as

the Director of the lndustrialWelfare
Society and the British Management
Association in England. lt is good to
know that he was surrounded at the
end by his children and grandchil-
drerr, whom he loved.
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lAm a Savage and I Do Not Understand...
b(c.rpl.d Itom chLl s.olllc't l.ll.? lo lh. Prdd.ol ot ltr. unlLd stcl.., (il5at. cht t t dllla c.d.d hh tondr tn wodrlngion by € tmty tn l!55.
We ore porl ol lhe eorth qnd it is port of us. The pertumed llowers ole our sisters; lhe dee( lhe horse, lhe greol eogle, lhese ore our brolhers.
The tocky cresls, the juices in lhe meodows, the body heol of lhe pony, ond mon - oll belong lo the some fomity.
So, when lhe Greql Chief in Vloshington sends word lhol he wishes to buy our lond, he osks much ot us. The Greot Chief sends word he will
reserve us o ploce so lhol we cqn live comlorlobly lo oulselves.
lf we sell you lond, you musl remember thot it is socred, ond you musl leoch your children lhol il is sccred qnd lhol eoch ghosily relleclion
in lhe cieor woter ol lhe lokes telis ol evenls ond memories in lhe life ol my people.
lhe woler's murmur is lhe voice of my lothels folher.
The rivers ore our brolhers, they quench our lhirsl. The rivers cqry our conoes, ond leed our child,en. ll we sell you our lond, you musl
remember, ond leoch your children, thot the rivets qre our brothers, ond yours, ond you musl henceforlh give the rivers the kindness you
would give ony brolher.

\\b know thot lhe while mon does not understond our wqys. One podion of lond is the sqme to him os lhe nexl, tor he is o slronger who
comes in lhe nighi ond lokes lrom lhe lond wholever he needs.
The eorlh is nol his brother, bul his enemy, ond when he hos conquered il, he moves on.
He leoves his lolher's groves behind, ond he does nol core. He kidnops the eorlh trom his children, ond he does nol core.
His folher's grove ond his children's Erirthright, ore torgolten. He heols his molher, lhe eorlh, ond his brolheq lhe sky, os things lo be boughl,
plundered, sold like sheep or brighi beocls.

His oppetite will devour lhe eorth ond leove behind only o deserl.
I do not know. Our woys ore ditferenl lrom your woys

The sighl ol your cilies poins the eyes ol ihe ted mon. Bul perhops il is becouse lhe red mon is o sovoge ond does nol underslond.
lhere is no quiet ploce in lhe while mon's cilies. No place lo heor lhe unlurling ol leoves in spring, or lhe ruslle ol on insecl's wings.
Bul perhops il is becouse I om o sovoge ond do not underslond
The oir is ptecious lo the red mcn, for oll lhings shore lhe some breoth - lhe beost, lhe hee, lhe mon, lhey oll shore lhe some breoth.
The white mon does not seem to nolice the oir he breolhes. Like o mon dying lor mony doys, he is numb lo lhe stench.
But if we sell you our lond, you must remember lhol lhe oir is precious lo us, lhoi the oir shores ils spiril wilh oll lhe life il supporls. The wind
lhot gove our grondlolher his lirsl breolh olso receives his lost sigh.

And if we sell your our lond, you must keep il oporl ond socred, os o ploce where even lhe while mon con go lo losle lhe wind lhol is

sweefened by the meodow's flowers.

So we will consider your offer lo buy out lond. lf we decide lo occept, I will moke one condilion: lhe while mon musl heot lhe beosts ol this
lond os his broiher.

I om o sovoge ond I do nol underslond ony olher woy.

I hove seen o lhousond rolting buffoloes on lhe proirie, lefl by lhe while mon who shol lhem from o possing lloin.
I om c sovoge ond I do not underslond how lhe smoking iron horse con be more imporlonl lhon lhe butfolo lhol we kill only lo sioy olive.
whol is mon wilhoul lhe beosls? ll olllhe beosts were gone, mon would die lrom o greol loneliness of spiril

For wholever hoppens lo lhe beost. soon hoppens io mon. All lhings ore connecled.
You musl leoch your children thot lhe ground beneoth lheir feel is the oshes of your grondlolhers. So thol lhey will respect lhe lond, lell your
children lhol the eorlh is rich with lhe iives ol our kin.

Teoch your children whol we hove loughl our children, lhot the eorlh is our molher

Wholever belolls lhe eorlh belolls lhe sons of lhe eorlh ll men spil upon lhe ground, lhey spit upon lhemselves.

lhis we know: ihe eorth does not belong lo mon; mon belongs lo the eorlh. This we kno$r

All things ore connecled like lhe blood which uniles one fomily. All lhings ore connecled.
Wholever befolls lhe eotlh befolls ihe sons of lhe eorlh. Mon did not weove lhe web of life: he is merely o slrond in il. Wholever he does to
ihe web, he does lo himself.

Even the while mon, whose God wolks ond lolks wilh him os lriend lo lriend, connol be exempl trom lhe common desliny.

We moy be brolhers otter oll

We stroll see.

One lhing we know, which lhe while mon moy one doy discover - our God is the some God.

You moy lhink now thol you own Him os you wish lo own our lond; bul you connol. He is the God ot mon. ond His compossion is equol lor the
red mon ond lhe while.

This eorlh is precious lo Him, ond to horm lhe eorlh is lo heop conlempl on its Creolor.

Ihe whiles loo sholl poss; perhops sooner lhon oll olher lribes. Conlominole your bed, ond you will one nighl suffocole in your own woste

Bul rn your perishing you will shine brighlly, tired by lhe slrenglh ol lhe God who broughl you lo lhis lond ond fot some speciol purpose
gove you dominion over this lond ond over lhe red mon.

Thot destiny is o myslery lo us, lor we do nol underslond when lhe butfolo ore oll sloughlered, lhe wild horses ore lomed, lhe secrel corners
ol lhe foresl heovy with scenl of mony men, ond lhe view of the ripe hills blotled by tolking wires.

Where is lhe lhicket? Gone.

Where rs the eogle? Gone.

The end of living ond the beginning of survivol
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The Narmada River; What's Next?
. Tlrc Narntada Riuer Proiect. if our experience with proiecls on tl're Missouri and Arkansas riuers is ang guide, should be stopped.
i would u'ager iltat ke effect of sedimentation on the life of he reseruoir has not been laken properlg iitJ account. On a prctiect as
uasl as this one is, bg t'\e time he liast canal l:.a-s been built a! lea-st 50 gears will lnue elapsed.

On Uie lli-ssotlrl riuer' sedimertt storage utas prouicled. for I 00 gears at each reseruoir before he actioe storage uould be hreatened.
50 gears haue elapsed since the first dam was completed and sediment has begun to accumuLate on schedule. A side effecl was to
reduce ihe flow of sediment in the Mrssrss ippi riuer. lhe result was to reduce actretion of sediment in the delta and slow sttbsidence
of the land surface. We are losing marshes and low lands here, in Louisiana, at the rate of about 20 sq. miles a gear. So not onlg will
the reserooir silt ttp, the productiue delta ancl fisheries of the riuer will be destroged bg subsidence of the land.

Tlrc fcllotuing is a report in he Aeoilmes on the Narmada project which would interest Freeclom Firsl readers.

' Ohe of 'the'lar!7est water-resoilrceS
projects ever attempted has just been
subject to the scrutiny of the first-ever
independent assessment of a project
supported by the World Bank. largely as
a result of heated controversy sdr-
rounding environmental and human-
rights impacts. The report of the
independent review was delivered to
Lewis Preston, president of the World
Bank, and released to the media June
rB.

The design for the Sardar Sarovar
Projects. on the Narmada River in
nonhriest india. consists of a dam 535
feet hlcrh and 3.970 feet long; 47,000
r--riies cf irrigairon canals and distribu-
'.aries: enC .i.7 million acre feet live stor-
aqe capaci\,. lt would provide 1450
meqai\ etts installed power capacity;
w'culd irrigale a 4.4 million acre area;
and would serve 40 miliion people with
drinking water.

The projects have been in planning
since 196 l. with nrajor work beginning
in 1987 and expected completion in
1997. The Sardar Sarovar complex is
one of the first on the Narmada River in
a plan that calls for the construction of
30 major, l35 medium." and 3,000
"minor" ventures over the next fifty
years.

However. Bradford Morse. chairman
of the independent review, former US
congressrnan, and former head of UN
Developrrient Program, stated that "We

think the Sardar Sarovar Pro.jects are
flawed. that the resettlement and reha-
bilitation of those displaced by the Proj-
ects is not possible under prevailing
circumstances. and the environmental
inrpacls of tlre Projects have not been

prop€rly''ionsideldd or "adequately
addressed." The review began in Sep-
tember 1991, at the request of then
president of the World Bank, Barber
Conable. Thomas Berger, a noted
Canadian authority on human rights
and environmental issues served as
deputy chairman of the review.

"The history of the
environmentol ospects of

Sordor Sorovor is o hislory of
non-complionce (non-

complionce with
estoblished guidelines for

humon rights ond
environmentol

considerotions estoblished
by the World Bonk ond the
government of lndio itself)".

The Projects were to provide irriga-
tion and drinking water to the states of
Cujarat and Rajasthan and hydroelec-
tric power to the states of Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra.
Central to the scheme are the dam and
a main canal 280 miles long. With a
total of 47,000 miles of branch canals
and distributaries, and a capacity of
40,000 cubic feet per second, it is the
largest irrigation scheme in the world.
At least 240,000 people will be affected
by the projects - 100,000 by submer-
gence of their villages and 140,000 by
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the canal. CIpon conipletion; the darrr
would cause some or all of the lands of
245 villages in Cujarat, Madhya Prade-
sh, and Maharashtra to be submerged.

The main deficiencies cited in the
review concern the failure of ihe reset-
tlement and rehabilitation program to
address the needs of people affected by
ihe Projects, and the subordination of
environmental concerns to engineering
and construction demands. The review
team noted that the World Bank and
lndia "share responsibility for the situa-
tion that has developed."

Regarding the environmental issues,
in a letter to Preston that accompanied
the report the review team said: "The

history of the environmental aspects of
Sardar Sarovar is a history of non-
compliance (non-compliance with
established guidelines for human rights
and environmental considerations
established by tl-1e World Bank and the
government of lndia itself). There is no
comprehensive impact statement. The
nature and magnitude of environmental
problems and solutions remains elu-
sive.... To complete our work, we have
had to assemble basic ecological infor-
mation to establish likely effects of the
Projecls upstream, downstream, and in
tire command area. This work should
have been done by others before the
Projects were approved.... The design
and operation of a multi-purpose proj-
ect like the Sardar Sarovar Projects
depends on the hydrology of the river
Understanding impacts, therefore,
begins with an understanding of the
hydroloqT and the nature of the
changes that will be caused by the engi-
neering works.
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The review found that based on the
hydrology and water-management
information they had available, Sardar
Sarovar will not vrork as intended -
whether or nct related upstrearn proj-
ects are built. These problems have to
do rvith sequence and timing of stream
flows and the capacity of the darn and
canal to store and divert water. There-
fore. the review team reports that the
effects upstream, downstream, and in
the command area will be different
from what has been thus far assumed.

A hydrologic issue that the review
panel says has been completely
ignored is the backwater effect of sedi-
mentation upstream of the dam. Their
analysis shows this could mean a rapid
continuing, and cumulative rise in water
level in the river above the reservoir -
whiclr would mean extensive flooding
of densely populated farmland.

The panel also iound that no assess-
ment of downstream impact had been
cjone. They report that the effects on the
geomorphology of the lower reaches of
the river and its estuary, and on the fish-
ery and people living there, are
unknown. They report, however, that
they collected encugh data to be satis-
fied that the impacts would be serious.
For example, the hilsa fishery. the larg-
est on the west coast and which sup-
porls thousands of people. would likely'

be annihilated. and currently prcposed
nritiqation measures are not adequaie.

Laci.l of environrnetrtal assessmerrt
applies not only to the river. according
to the review panel, but also to the com-
mand area. rvhere they rvarn of 'serious

problems with waterlogging and salini-
ty. Assumptions used in design of the
canal and irrigation network. and on the
development of mitigative measures.
are questionable."

ln the end. the panel suggested to
the World Bank that the wisest course
of actiorr would be for the bank to look
at its role in Sardar Sarovar and to "step

back from the Projects and consider
them afresh. lndia and its states will
likely have to do the same and consider
tl-re full human and envirortmental costs
of the Sardar Sarovar Projects.

Geotintes. August I992

vindicole lhe slcnd ot lhe l\lamodo Bochoo Andolan.

The moin lindings ond conclusions of lhe Morse Reporl, (o 400 poge docunrerrl) ore
surrmorised os follovrs.

r The Scrdor Sorovor Projecls ore tundomenlolly llowed.
E Resetllemenl ond rehobililotion ore impossible, The complele exlenl of

oisplocemenl is ncl cerloin even lodo!,. Nor does o policy or plon exisl which con
ensure jusl ond proper rehobilitolion lor lhe ouslees. This connot be ensured merely
by o lew remediol meosures.

e lnjuslice hos been done lo those otlecled by lhe Kevodio Colony ('62 onwords)
ond lhe SSP conol, os lhey ore slill nol considered os projecl-oilecled people. They
nrusl be complelely ond juslly rehobililoled ond compensoled.

I Environmenlol issues hove nol been odequolely ossessed, or oddressed. The
envircnmenlol meosures loid down ore nol working properly, nor con lhe,/ now do
so.

! There hove been gross viololions of lhe World Bonk credil ogreemenls, ils
prirrciples, policies ond guide-lines. os well os lhe Normodo Woler Dispules lribunol
Avrord ond indeed lhe lows, procedures ond guidelines of lhe Governnrenl ol lndio
ilself .

t There ore good reosons lo believe lhol lhe project vtill not perlorm os plonneo.
r Lorge oreos of lhe irrigolion commond will be degroded due to wolerlogging ond

soil solinisolion. Prevenlive ond omeliorolive meosures hove slill nol been plonned!
Al this lote stoge lhere ore indicolions lhol lhese meosures moy nol be possible ol
oll. This informolion hos nol been mode known lo lhe people in the commond
oreo.

. Even il lhe dom is buill, lhete is no cetloinly lhol lhe benelits will rcoch lhe drcughl
ptone oreos of Kuich ond Souroshlro.

r Even though drinking woler is supposed lo hove been lhe mosl rmporlonl benefit
lrom lhe proiecl, lhere ore no plons for drinking woler rn ploce even lodoyl

r The SSP is reloled lo lhe Normodo Sogor Dom cnd olher projecls in the volley. ond il
is necessory lhol o holislic, rnleEroleo. plon ol lhe whole bosin be mode, before
ony lurlher oid is considered by the Bonk.

I The viololions of lhe Tribunol Aword ond lhe Eonk's own principles ond guidelines
hove grossly viololed humon rights to which bolh lhe Bonk ond lndio ore
iommilled

r Becouse ot this, lhe Governmenl should slop work on lhe dom. ond lhen cLlmplele
oll lhe necessory studies including ollenolives lo lhe prcjecl

I The Bonk musl immediotely slep bock lrom the proiecl ond look ol il of resh
U/nolever lhe Bonk decides lo do musl be wilh lhe lull porticipolion ol the people
concerned

lnspile of lhis domning indiclment, lhe initiol response ot lhe Bonk hos been
drsturbing. While occepling lhe Morse Commitlee findings lhe Bonk hos soid lhol
''con|nued 

f unding of lhe projecl is justif ied" Whot else could we expecl f rom o
moneylender?

inlernolronol pressure rs being broughl lo beor on lhe Bonk Followrng lhe Joponese
exomple. Germony ond Sweden ore on the verge of onnouncing their decislon to
wrlhdrow f undang support Our supporlers ore ochve in the USA. Hollond Finlond ond
the UK ond we hope these counliles will olso f ollow suit soon

ll rs now imporlonl thol we pressunse our own governmenl to acknowledge the
seftousness of the Morse Report ond pul o slop lo lhe prolect ln onlicipolion lhe
people of the volley hove olreody begun lo inlensfy lheir slruggle once more

YOUR,ACTIVE SUPPORI AND SOLIDARITY IS CRIIICAI. AI IHIS POINI. HERE IS WHAT YOU

CAN DO:

1 Shore lhe hndrngs of the reporl os obfldged obove with os monv people os
possible Your con gel o more detoiled verston from: Himonshu Thokkor, Normodo
Bochoo Andolon. c o Porrvorlon'. Ntmbolkor Chombers. Jombubet. Dondio Bozor

Borodo 390 001 (Pleose enclose o sell-oddress. slomped envelope)
2 Wrrle lellers. ond gel olhers individuols. orgonisolions. eminenl people to

wrile lo lhe World Bonk demonding complele wrthdrowol from lhe prolecl Address

correspondence to Lewis Preslon. Presldenl. World Bonk. c o World Bonk Olllce
Lodr Eslote. New Delhr 110 0C3

3 Wrrte. ond get olhers lo wrrle lellers to lhe Prime Minister. the Woter Resoutces
l.,4rnrsler ond the Chref Minislers of Gulorol Mohoroshtro ond l'4odhyo Prodesh to
rmmedrotely siop oll work on lhe Normodo prolecl

4 Ask your MP or MLA lo rotse queslions on lhrs lssue tn Porlromenl ond Slole Assembly
concerned You con help lhem prepore lhe questions Above oll. Oo n91 lsrnoin o
srlenl speclolor lo the oeslructron ol lndro

Medho Polkor
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Susta i na b I e Development
The Voice of the Disinherited

B.D. Shormo

We, lhe residenls of lhis smoll villoge republic, Dhorkotto, Bostor, deep in lhe luxuriont sub-lropicol foresls of lhe
lndion sub-conlinenl, wish lo invite the ottenlion of your ougusl ossembly (lhe Eorlh Summit, Rio, Brozil) lo some vilol
issues concerning 'lhe fulure viobility ond inlegrity of the Eorlh os o hospiloble home of humon ond olher forms of
life," lhe moin lheme of your delibrotions ol Rio.,.

You should know that in our,rillages
we have stopped, totally, the commer-
cial exploitation of our forests. The gov-
g1qfngnt of our country, of course, may
not appreciate the spirit behind our
decision. They have, in fact, taken it to
be defiance of the law. For the forests
formally belong to the state. We are,
accordingly, treated as intruders in our
own abodes where we have been living
through the ages. Consequently,
according to the law, we cannot even
dig for roots and tubers, pluck fruits, or
even breathe freely the nectar of earth.
We cannot pick bamboo to cover our
huts, or cut a pole to mend our plough.
"That will destroy the forests," they say.
And when magnificient tall trees of all
varieties are mercilessly felled and cart-
ed au'ay. leaving the earth naked and
bare. u'e are told that is scientific man-
agement. That such acts are performed
in the service of the nation. The little
sparrow and oivl meanwhile desperately
flutter about searching for a place to
perch. But even the hollow trunks of
dried trees have not been spared!

The perception of national economy
which tlre state today represents is not
the perception of the people for whom
forest, land and water together com-
prise a primary life-support system. The
legal fiction of the state's suzerainty
over natural resources was created dur-
ing the colonial era and has been con-
tinued and even reinforced after
independence, in the name of develop-
ment. This is not acceptable to us. lt is a
denial of the very right to life with dignity

- the es3ence of a free democratic
society... 

*

The rich countries are justifiably
keen that natural tropical forests be pre-
served. We too feel the same way, but

for different reasons. You require 'sinks'
for the carbon dioxide emitted by your
automobiles which are vital for your
'civilization on wheels'. Moreover, you
demand a prior, if not exclusive, claim
on that sink, for only then can you
maintain your mementum. So we hear
about a queer proposal for the declara-
tion of our forests as 'global commons'.
Forests as wilderness would be ideal for
this purpose, though you would not
mind our enjoying usurfructory rights.
But our paddy fields will be out of place,
for they produce CO' and thus com-
pete with your cars for that sink. So your
basic position as far as we can see is
identical !o that of our governments. ln
both cases the people themselves are
dispensable, be the cause that of the
national economy, or the global com-
bine. ln truth, the two are virtually one as
the modern sector of our country, for all
practical purposes, is a mere extension
of the western economic system. Of
late, in fact, even the thin veneer of
national identity has been blown away
by the gusty winds of globalisation...

ln the name of preservation of for-
ests.. our ancestors were mercilessly
driven out. And what followed in the
name of scientific management was
catastrophic. Luxuriant natural forests
which sustained us were replaced by
teak, which does not even provide us
shade in summer. Then came eucalyp-
tus under which not even grass can
grow! After that, it was the turn of vast
plantations of pine, which would burn
like a torch in high summer. But each
of these decisions was proclaimed as
the right way. And to question such
projects was blasphemous. Tragically
for us, the estate-managers never reco-
gnised that the true worth of magnifi-

cient sal. Sltorea robusta, was far, far
greater than the cash recovered from a
dead log. The sal is Kalpauriksha, the
tree,that.fulfills all desires. Once sal van-
ished from our forests the struggle of
forest dwellers became reduced to
physical survival - the evening meal.
You see the irony. You worry about how
your cars and airconditioners can con-
tinue to operate for a hundred, or a

thousand years. Our concern is the next
meal that has to be procured at any
cost. How can these two perceptions
ever meet unless you see things from
our end of the world and set your own
perspectives in order...

On the face of it your endeavour
might well sound lauciable, but consider
the hackneyed prescriptions you have
chosen to tackle poverty - manage-
ment of capital, technology and
resource flows. There are two reasons
why this framework does not sit well
with us. Nor, incidentally, can it help you
in the long run. Letls first take the eco-
nomic frame. Be clear that the phe-
nomenon you are talking about has
little to do with poverty. The issue is one
of deprivation and denial. You seem
ignorant of the fact that we have been
robbed of not only our resources, but
the great wealth of our life-sustaining
skills acquired over millennia. Seen
from your horizon, ordinary people are
ignorant. Even despised.

Why are we despised? Because we

live closer to nature, we do not don
many clothes, nor do we have much
use for your kind of energy options. We
are, therefore, 'poor' in your book. And
since you, with missionary zeal, wish to
'eradicate poverty'we must be enabled
to acquire more commodities. con-
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sume more. ls this not why the Czars of
your economic system incessantly
bombard us with visuals of the glittering
life? Making our simple ways look radi-
culous by contrast to your own may well
whip up nerv demands and expand your
markets, but can you seriously suggest
this to be the wav to eradicate poverty?
Such approaches have been directly
responsible fon the phenomenal ine-
quality we see around us today. These
are also the very reasons that the ecolo-
w of vast portions of the globe have
been so terribly fractured...

Those who have crossed the Rubi-
con of consumerism must point out at
this stage that the Summit-debate
seems poised to miss the main point.
You are no doubt talking about the
quality of life, but within the consume-
rist paradigm of development ahd
bounded inescapably by an economic
framework. Other aspects of life have
not even been brought up. We do not
blame you for this lapse for as leaders
of the 'modern' economic world, you
have no experience of the 'real life'. ln a
bid to make the system produce more,
for tlrat is what decides its competitive-
ness in the market and its ranking in the
world, all that is human has been
squeezed out, bit by tiny bit. Human
concerns and relationships are dispens-
able, or at best market-convertible...

Look aqain at your world. The com-
munity has already been sacrificed on
the altar of productivity. The fan'ily nou'
is the last impediment in the way of
achieving 'perfect rationality and high-
est levels of productivity. But even here
solutions were at hand. Within the fami-
ly you dispensed with the burden of
dead wood by packing your elders.
where necessary to a senior citizens'
home. Now only the nucleus of
husband-wife remains, at best. But this
too appears to be haunted. Why should
a man and a woman remain tied by
emotional bonds for life? They too must
subjugate themselves to the dictates of
the economic system, each one serving
ihe system at points most suited to it.

ThuS, marriage must break. Living
together is good enough for sex. And
sex, of course, can be rationally negoti-
ated in a free market...

But let us, for the moment, set aside
human concelns and relations. lnstead,
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let us consider the implications of this
market-sustitution which the economic
system is coercing the rest of us to
emulate as a lifestyle model. Civen the
proclamations of your scientists and
even Some of your world leaders, you
obviousiv admit that" we are poised on
the brink - e\€n before one in five peo-
ple (who comrnand four-fifths cf the
earth's resources) have been able to
attain the desired standard of life. How
much further must we continue to tread
the same lethal path before the final
collapse? This is the question the Earth
Summit must ponder. Can you really
not see the catastrophe you have set
into motion? Having 'co-opted' our own
elite, you state that poverty alleviation is
now your objective. This is the mirage
we are condemned to chasing in vain
endlessly. Meanwhile you content your-
self in tinkering with buttons, watching
us follow in your footsteps even as a
void engulfs us and our communities
and families shatter. The writings is on
the wall. The omnipotent, ominipresent,
market is turning living breathing men
and women into commodities-in-trade.

The basic question then even before
those who represent privileged groups
at the Summit. is l'row long and how far
can you afford to igrrore and barter
au,ay the human face of existence...

Tinre is cf the essense friends. We
the disinherited of the Earth. particularly
in lndia. wish to make our position
clear. The tide of 'development' which
started rising with the industrial revolu-
tion arrd gained huge momentum dur-
rng tlre colonial phase of human
history, has now run its full course. The
allocation of benefits and costs of this
development have been oppressively
unfair and iniquitous. The more profit-
able and amenable activities at every
stage have been reserved for them'
selves by the captains of development

- the Brahntins (the highest caste) of
the new order. The drudgery and the
sloth was passed o\,er to the shudras.
(outcasts) comprising the rest. Thus,
tlre creation of a Third Worid was a pre-
condition of your model. And a Fourth
World is in the making, now that the
Third World countries have accepted
your prescription for their economies.
This is the cold logic that must sit in the
many minds that deliberate ways and
means to save the world. The tide. thus.

has reached the furthest shore and has
begun to turn menacingly inward. The
machine must now feed on itself.

We in Dhorkatta, Bastar, Madhya
Pradesh, lndia are a fragment of this
newly created Fourth World. As a logi-
cal unfolding of your paradignr, i.he
modern economy of our country, u
mere extension of the western system,
has misappropriated our resources. On
the principle that you cannot make an
omlette without cracking an egg, our lit-
Ue world must disintegrate. lt cannot be
allowed, of course, to stake any clairn to
the fruit enjoyed by the estate rnartag-
ers. We either get absorbed in the more
porverful system, to the extent possible,
or get exhumed and expelled. The
logic, if accepted, will not remain cir-
cumscribed to one area like ours. lt wili
inform all the disinherited of the Third
World and also the deprived of the First
and the Second Worlds. The prevailing
conditions in the erstwhile Eastern Bloc
and among the non-white minorities in
tlre U.S. and Europe are clear pointers
in this direction.

We cannot possibly accept these
inevitable consequences of your para-
digm as our ordained fate. We do not
believe in any iron laws of history, or of
economics - free, planned or mixed in
any hue. Man is the maker of history
and can chart his own path. According-
ly, after careful consideration, we have
rejected outright your paradigm and its
associated lifestyle. li is not only socially
unjust, but ecologically unsustainable,
besides being devoid of human
concerns.

A new paradigm ecologicallY
viable, socially equitable and rich in
human content - is the historical need
of our time. You at the Summit have

missed the human element totally and
considered the social issue only superfi-
cially... The quality of life cannot be
measured by how much we consume
or how much energy we utilise. lt must,
instead, be defined in terms of personal
accomplishment of individuals, and the
richness of inter-personal relationships
within the family and community. A pre-
condition naturally is the fulfillment of
basic physical needs for a reasonable
living. Accepting this should be the first
decisive step towards dismantling the
unberarable burden created in the
name of so-called development at the
cost of Earth's fragile ecology. Obvious-
ly. human concerrts and relationships
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are non-negotiable. The scope of mar-
ket, on the other hand, must be circum-
scribed to the bare minimum. Some
areas of life such as enjoyrnent of lei-
sure must be out of bounds for market,
in the interest of a sane society recreat-
ing conditions for absorbing dialogue
and spontaneous laughter.

Contrary to what the ignorant believe
of us, we heartily celebrate advances in
science and the expanding horizons of
man's universe. But we reject techno-
logical regimes built up with an e)/e cn
cehtralisation of ecorromic and political
power. Technology in such hands has
'deskilled'humans and pushed us from
the centre to the periphery of the stage.
While drudgery can and should be
erased through harnessinq of technolo-
gy, it must be remembered that honest
physical labour is an essential condition
of human life and happiness... We reject
the production system which has
depleted even our non-renewable capi-

tal resource-base (subsoil water) for
frivolous, temporary, gains. By casting
this heavy burden on ecology suc6
resources have been rendered out of
the reach of ordinary people, for ever.
Thus, not only do we reject the percep-
tions and the paradigm, but also the
legal framework of the estate-managers
which seeks to legitimise wanton
destruction of naturai resources and
predate even on tomorrow's children of
nature.

It should be clear that we are not for
the negation of life and progress. What
we insist on is that development must
have a human face, or else it is tanta-
mount to destruction. Towards this end
we wish to announce that a beginning
has already been made here in our
small corner of the globe. We are clear
about our goals, our rights and our
responsibilities. We are establishign vil-

lage republics (Nate-na-raj) in the true
spirit of democracy, equity and fraterni-
ty following Candhian tenets to the
extent possible. Our village-republics
are not islands in the wilderness, but
they encompass even the smallest
amonqst the every-expanding circles of
the human canvass. We believe that life
and vivacity" in its totalig can be per-
ceived, experienced and realised only in
the microcosms of community and
family. It is the communig and com-
munity alone - not the forma! state -rvhich can save the earth for human-
kind and other forrns of life.

Dr, fi.O. Sh'arma is an accomplished mathembti:
cian. a Gandhian by conviction and one of lndia's
foremost thinkers on the subject of sustainable
development.

Excerpted from his article in the Sancluarg
Magazine,
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Sustainable Economic Growth
The Real lssue at Rio

The real issue at Rio is sustainable
economic grouth. All environmental
subjects are included in these three
words. Sustainable econorrric growth
implies not only growth which is perma-
nent but also groMh which respects the
necessary criteria for man's continual
presence on this earth. This is why the
Rio Conference has been nicknamed
the Earth Summit.

The east-west conflict has now
ended, and conventional wisdom now
sees it as having been replaced by a
north-south conflict. This is not true,
however, since north-south differences
are economic rather than political.
There is a general - and genuine -wish to bridge them through elaborat-
ing policies which address the major
concerni of both sides. The east-west
conflict was concerned with ruling the
world; the north-south conflict is about
conserving it.

This effort to conserve is an ongoing
process. Experience tells us that pro-
gress on economic issue does not
come through the trappings of summit
conferences. Whether Rio is seen as a

success or a failure, the process will
continue after everyone has gone
home. lts real success will be gauged
not on the publicised meetings of politi-
cians - who come together pretty fre-
quently anyl\iay - but on the meetings
between experts on every conceivable
t'acet of economic groMh and the envi-
ronment. Rio's main value is as a sym-
posium behind the scenes, given
maximum publicity by the struttings,
alarms and excursions on the stage.

There have been other attempts by
the United Nations to organise such
mammoth symposia in the past,
although not quite on this scale. The
Rio Conference may also be seen as a
meeting held to celebrate the end of the
Cold War, since it is the first such meet-
ing which has been able to proceed
without bedevilment by the political
axes ground in the context of the east-
west conflict. Experts on both the theo-
retical and the practical subjects
covered within sustainable economic
development will be able to carry on
their work without bothering about how
politicians in Washington and Moscow

view their work. Old-style ideology is
out.

However, ideology is not altogether
out. Attempts are being made to bring
bacli the ideological factor clad anew.
The new buzz word, an attempt to make
the north-south conflict political, is eco-
imperialism - sometimes even eco-
colonialism.. The word has an
interesting history, and it is of course
closely bound up with communism. lt
probably has little future in the wake of
communism's demise.

It was a main tenet of modern
Marxism that, once the former colonial
countries became independent, coloni-
alism would be continued by other
means - mainly through the financial
clout of the former colonial countries.
The United States, though a former col-
ony itself, was dubbed the leading
"neo"-colonial state, and the newly
independent countries were to be saved
from this new type of colonialism by
Moscow. Long before the actual end of
communism, this was seen in most
places as an elaborate hoax: neo-
colonialism was in fact cured by the
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transferral of dozens of poor countries
from western imperialism to commu-
nist imperialism.

The concept of eco-imperialism is
an anempt to take the place of commu-
nism in an arm-tw'isting operation
against the north (as the west is now
called). lt is unlikely to work. The indus-
trial countries are fully aware that sus-
tainable economic development in the
third world can only take place through
a concerted effort of financial assist-
ance, and within limits consent have
already been made for such transfer.
But the arrangements still have to be
made, and this is where some third
world countries have aftempted to bring
an ideological element into the Rio
equation.

The original form of neo-colonialism
was called "aid with strings". After inde-
pendence the west was expected to
provide vast amounts of financial assist-
ance without any supervision as to the
use to which the money would be put.
Any attempt to exercise such supervi-
sion ws defined as neo-colonialism -an attempt to continue colonialisr-n by
other means. This concept was sup-
ported by world communism and was
the subject of a worldwide propaganda
campaign orchestrated in /"1oscow. ln
fact, however, the money went into the
pockets of dictators and corrupt neu,
upper classes. lt was the main element
which made corruption on an unbelier'-
able scale endemic in so many,' nervly'
independent countries. This unlimited
aid is now seen - with hindsight - as
one of the main reasons why it proved
so ciifficult to implant democratic ideas
in the newly independent countries.

With the decline and now the demise
of communism, aid has once more
been provided with strings. ln the last
few years, it has gradually become
practice that regimes with bad human
rights records and those unprepared to
engage in a democratic process will not
be provided with new aid - and exist-
ing aid will be sharply reduced. Broadly
speaking, the same is true with regard
to aid provided for environmental pur-
posqp. The proponents of the idea of
eco-imperialism are asking for vast
amounts of aid from the north with a

minimum of supervisiorr, influence or
control. This is the origin of much of the
bitterness which has been poisoning
the Rio Conference.

The north has of course learned its
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The Eco-Dogmqlists

Poul Johnson

With the decline of millenarian
politics, the credulous young, and
nrany of their crazed elders have
found in eco-dogma a new substitu-
te faith. ln earlier epochs they would
have turned rnissionary and taught
the natives to clothe their nakednels;
or paraded the streets with placards
xaying "Repent the End is Nigh".
Todav, by anthropomorphising the
Earth and virtually deifuing "endan-
gered" animals - 1,500 Nepalese
were recently dispossessed of lands
their ancestors had tilled for centu-
ries to make way for three white rhi-
nos - they have invented a modern
kind of paganism, for which W,
obsessed by sentimental nature-
footage, provides a vociferous pulpit.
It is a heady, secular form of
fundamentalism.

Eco-dogma has also come as a
beneficient relief to innumerable
self-righteous busybodies suffering
withdrawal symptoms from Maxism.
Ontil the last 1980s the ecolobbies
and the Marxists joined forces in
identifying capitalism as the prime
source of global poliution and waster
of resources. The collapse of com-
munism and the removal of its cen-
sorship has revealed for all to see
that the failed collectivist slum-states
have been the biggest polluters in
history. lt is, by contrast. the free-
enterprise system with its self-
correcting mechanisms, its ability to
build strict ecological requirements
into its price structure, that enables
these problems to be tackled
successfully.

London, to quote one small but
importnt example, has had no killer-
fog since the early 1950s, thanks to
the Clean Air Act, and all over the
advanced capitalist world people are
enjoying better air, water and hygie-
ne, and resources are being used
more efficiently, precisely because of
improved industrial technology. This
has been achieved pan passu with
pushing up production and produc-
tivig. lndeed, it is the increased weal-
th that enables us to raise standards
of industrial behaviour.

lf many countries rernain poor,
and re ravaging their flora and fauna,
it is primarily because they are run by
rapacious oligarchies of professional
politicians and military, and operate
bankrupt "command economies".
Handing over the West's cash in the
name of a spurious ecological mora-'
lity will help these regimes to survive,
and so perpetuate the evil.

The advanced coLrntries have
nothing to be ashamed of. The colo-
nial empires some of them ran were
custodians than the spendthrift inde-
pendent states that have replaced
them. The first conservation plan to
protect endangered species dated
from 1822, being put into force in
the British territory of Cape Colony.

No one now wants to restore the-
se empires. But if diversity of plants
and animals, and the elimination of
poverty and overpopulation, are the
aims. they are more likely to be secu-
red by fundamental political
changes, allowing democracy, enter-
prise and the rule of law to flourish
then by dollops of Western cash.

fucerpted from The Pioneer. June 12. 1992

lesson and will not give in. First it filled
the pockets of corrupt new classes;
then it lent money to insecure borrow-
ers on conditions which would never
have been acceptable in any domestic
market. The latter happened in the
affluent 80s. and the countries of the
south must be made aware that the les-
son has been learned and will be
applied in the recession-plagued 90s.
No longer are northern countries awash
with available funds. Sustainable groMh
has been endangered in the north as
well as in the south, and in that shady

area between north and south - the
former east bloc - the requirement for
northern funds is just as great as in the
south. There too the environmental fac-
tor is of vast importance

Well, of course, any Iittle trick is

worth trying. lt's legal after all, as your
gentleman tax-dodger likes to say. But
eco-imperialism is not likely to be a

buzz word very long. lt will be very much
a minor irritant to those who are trying
to get on with the real work of bringing
about sustainable economic growth.

Swiss Press Review



Ecology - The Statist Pollution
JolKhomboto

Environmenlclisls ore the new lorch-beorers of communism. They compoign lor slole ownership ond slole control of
resources, ignoring their collopse in the Soviel Union ond in mony Eost Europeon counlries. They olso ignore lhe foct
of how the slole ownership of nolurol resources like oir, woter ond forests hove only led lo lheir fosler degrodotion,
whether in lndio or in ony other porl of the world, os compored lo privolely owned resources.

The Earth Summit at Rio signifies
the triumph of the socialist ideal of state
ownership and control right in the land
of capitalism - in America. The trage-
dy is that Arnerica is being coaxed not
only to slap state controls on its people
but also to finance similar controls in
other countries. This is how Americans
have paid for the spread of socialism in
the past. The switch from "economy" to
"ecology" prevents one from connect-
ing the new crusade with the results of
the controlled economies.

No lncentive to Improve
Alarmed by propaganda, people

become highly emotional where envi-
ronmental issues are concerned and
fall for images not based on scientific
evidence. The result is a tremendous
awareness but without a proper under-
standing of the issues involved. lf social-
ism could not deliver a befter life
through state ownership of all means of
production, neither can state ownership
of the environmental resources do the
trick.

When the state holds any resource
on behalf of the people as common
property, nobody has any incentive to
protect it.

A house owner has more interest in
maintaining his orvn property; he can-
not have the same irtterest in maintain-
ing any public property. Take the case
of public parks. You do not pay the full
price for using them hence you have lit-
tle incentive to us them carefully.

Forests are depleting because there
is no accountability, no profit motive to
maintain them. lt is a different story with
private orchards. lf a paper mill owns a

forest, it will be in the owners' interest to
maintain'the forest so as to ensure a

continuous supply of wood. However, if
the forest is on lease from the govern-
ment, the owners will have no interest in
maintaining it because the next year or
after a few years they can take another
forest on lease to carry on their

business.

Those shedding tears cver water pol-
lution can see the difference between a
private well and a public well. Britain
solved the river pollution problem by
selling fishing rights. Those owning the
rights saw to it that their fish catch was
not diminished by the polluters. Some
African countries gave ownership of
elephants to people and this stopped
destructive poaching. Wild animals are
vanishing because there is no private
ownership of these animals or of the
forests they live in. lt is not so with
domestic animals. Farmers who own
them take care to inoculate them and
feed them. That is why the cattle popu-
lation has gone up from 2.3 billion to
four billion in just 30 years.

Environmentalists' lnconsistency
See how the anti-change mentality

of environmentalists percieved this
increase in the number of domestlc ani-
mals. The same man who is worried
that some species face extinction tells
up that the increase in domestic ani-
mals will wreak havoc on the earth's
fragile ecosystem. He points out that
these additional animals consume an
increasing quantity of energy, produce
more wastes which contaminate the
earth and contribute significantly to
global warming by emitting methane, a
greenhouse gas. He points out that for-
ests were being cut down to provide
fodder to these animals and that more
than one-third of the world's grain goes
to feeding these animals while l2 out of
every 100 people go hungry. lt is the
same mindset which worries about the
population explosion one day and live-
stock increase the neK day.

The environmentalists borrow com-
munist jargon to blame the profit
motive for ecological degradation. Dr.
Jo Kwong, a Ph.D. in Natural Resources
Management engaged in exploding the
my'ths surrounding environmental

issues in America, points out that pri-
vate ownership has actually prevented
the rapid depletion of natural resources.
She says that private enterprise actually
provides a built-in price system that
prevents rapid resource depletion and
shortages. When prices go up, we use
Iess of that resource, fi;'rd substitutes or
change our life style which helps con-
servation. However, if prices are fixed by
the government, they no longer signal
information about resource availability
until supplies disappear overnight caus-
ing painfulshortages.
Economic Growth lmproves
Environment

Dr. Jo tells those who blame multi-
national corporations (MNCs) for
emphasising profits and not conserya-
tion and environmental protection that
rational business practices drive them
towards, and not away from, environ-
mental conservation. She explains that
the MNCs prosper by keeping tabs on
the prices of everything that goes into
production. lf a particular resource is in
short supply, it costs higher. No sense
using or 'wasting' a higher-priced
resource. lf no substitute is available,
the MNCs begin a search for appropri-
ate alternative products and processes
to keep the prices of their products
most competitive. They would have no
such incentive to conserve or search for
alternatives if the natural resources
come free.

Developing countries, including
lndia, are asking America and other
industrialized countries to compensate
them for the environmental degrada-
tion caused by the latters' tremendous
economic growth. Dr. Jo points out that
economic groMh has improved envi-
ronment instead of degrading it. Other-
wise, why and how do industrialized
nations have cleaner air, cleaner water
and healthier populations. she asks.
She points out that those in poor coun-
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tries struggling for food and shelter
cannot even focus on environment. ln
corrtrast, the industrialized countries
have nroney to invest in environment
problems and to develop cleaner
technologly".

Dr. Julian Simon, an American
economist fighting the doomsayers
whose conjectures were fielded at the
Rio summit as scientific studies, asserts
that shortages which push up the prices
of natural resources are actually good
in the long run. They lead to a search
for new ways to satisfy demand and the
results are iirnovative substitutes.

The Myth of Population Explosion
Dr. Simon, who is also a crusader

against the myth of population explo-
sion, asserts that human beings create

more than they destroy. "Humankind
has evolved into creators and problem-
solvers to an extent that people's con-
structive behavior has outweighed their
destructive behavior. as evidenced by
our increasing life expectancy and riclr-
ness of consumption." ln his latest
book, "Population Matters", Dr. Simon
explodes the fallacy that natural
resources are there just to be plucked
or picked up. Oil is a natural resource
but the fact is that it remains unavail-
able until human minds and hands act.
He says: "The ultimate resource is peo-
ple, who will exert their will and imagi-
nation for their own benefit, and
inevitably, for the benefit of us all."
However, the vested interests who gath-
ered at Rio will continue to side with the
doomsayers as they have no trust in any

Walking the Tight Rope in Rio

- The lndian dilemma

While the South can blame the
North for its unsustainable life style, the
North can equally point to the Soutlr's
abysmal record in tackling urban envi-
ronmental problems 

- all of its own
making - and in recklessly following
the high rise anti-conservation path
which the West is now abandoning. At
least in lndia there are policy initiatives
to curb excessive urbanisation and cen-
tralisation. and to preserve man made
heritage etc. lf these policy initiatives are
present in Rio, they are not visible to the
naked eye. Perhaps lndia has some-
thing to teach Latin America and the
Mediterranean countries.

Coming to the conference proper,
nothing can highlight the weakness of
the environment movement more than
the fact that the Clobal Forum - the
alternative non-Covernment Earth
Summit:- with 15000 odd participants
representing hundreds of organisations
from more than 150 countries - is
threatened with bankruptcy due to a 5 2
million shortfall and a threat (partially
implemented) from contractors to shut
off services to Flarnenco Park where
most of the Clobal Forum's activities
take place.

The British have a group of non-
governmental orgnisations (NCO s)
who meet here all dav every day to
ensure that their Covernment does not
stray too far from the path of environ-
mental rectitude at Rio. Americans
staged a demonstration in front of the
Meridian Hotel on the famous
Copacabana Beach to try and pressure
President Bush to sign the Biodiversity
convention: Americans and others have
been urged to phone the White House
and jam the srvitchboards demanding
positive American action on a series of
global issues. The lndian NCOs don't
even know who others have come,
leave alone where they are staying.

The official lndian position. as torce-
fully articulted by Environment Minister
Kamal Nath on 5th June - 

(in a

speech reportedly altered at the very
last moment 

- ironically by last minute
addition to the lndian delegation Mani
Shankar Aiyar - to reflect a hardening
of lndia s position) reiterates the familar
cliches including that "removal of pov-
erty is the only viable environmental
strategy for the world as a whole". lt
goes on to rub salt into the woulds of
lndian environmentalists by stating that

kind of optimism. Among these vested
interests are media men who thrive on
sensationalism. Among them are mem-
bers of the scientific community who
have a vested interest in creating a

scare to get supPort for research.
Among them are environmentalists
who have set up insi,itutions in lndia and
all over the world to grab government
grants and foreign granLs for presenting
their conjectures as research. Among
them are political grouPs who work for
more government intervention in the
economy. They pose a new challenge
to capitalism.

MR. JAL KtiAMBATA is a freelance journalist
based in Delhi.

Shyom Choinoni

lndia "has a panoply of instruments.
legal and administrative to check envi-
ronmental degradation... the Forest
Department... has been transfored into
an agency of transformation..." and fur-
ther that lndia follows "development

strategies that are in harmony with the
imperatives of
conservation".

environmental

But perhaps all this is only for the
record; one sihcerely hopes so.

More substantially, Kamal Nath reit-
erated the lndian (and the South) posi- '
tion by reaffirming that global warming
cannot be forestalled by stipulating
benchmarks below which developing
ccurrtries must hold their emission
levels. On biodiversity, he stated that
while genetic resources had been col-
lected from the South (with no payment
made to them), these living resources
are now sought to be patented and sold
back to the original (Southern) coun-
tries of origin at exorbitant prices.

Less widely known is the lndian (and
South) position that developed coun-
tries contribute their share to the repa-
ration of environmental damage
caused by the unsustainable life styles
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of the developed countries. Reiterated
also was the proposal for the planet
Protection Fund proposed by Rajiv
Gandhi in Belgrade in September 19d9.
This proposes that on the pattern of
ccntributions to the United Nations, all
UN member states should contribute a
certain percentage of their GDP to the
Planet Protection Fund to be set up
under UN aegis (as opposed to the
Global Environmental Facility which is
administered by the World Bank). A
contribution of 0.1% of GDP by mem-
ber states would result in a corpus of $

1B billion.
Dealing with the argument that for-

est protection is a global concern,
Kamal Nath state venemently that oil is
also a global concern - but nobody
has suggested global management of
the World's oil resources.

Regarding forests, Kamal Nath
states that lndia does not view its foresls
as 'sinks' for carbon dioxide emissions,
but as community resources which are
sources for fuel, fodder and forest pro-
cedure for millions of the poorest of our
poor.

The lndian position is that the USA is
irr no position to lecture us on environ-
ment - being the world's biggest pol-
luter and especially since it is going soft
on the climate change convention and

ll hos been soid thoi in clossicol
Greek lrogedy, the choice is not
between good ond evil but between
two kinds of good or riQhl.

Now thot the much-odverlised
Eorth Conference in Rio de Joneiro, is

over, it is possible to soy thol the reol
issue there wos not between o wicked
United Stoles ond progressive Third
World counlries but between devel-
opment ond growlh on the one side
ond the preservotion of roin forests in
less developed counlries, on the
olher.

There is o lot to be soid on bolh
sides ond perhops lhe woy ii hos
ended, is oll to the good. But wos il
necessory lo wosle so much public
money on the kind of lorge delego-
tions thot wenl from lndio ond the
socolled less developed countries
lor o jounl? Could not this money
hove been used to o better purpose
in the couse of environmenl oboul
which we hove oll suddenly become
so conscious?

refusing to sign the biodiversity conven-
tion. This view appears to be widely
shared in Rio where even staunch US
allies are taking stands independent of
the US and where the US is (at least in
environmental circles) being viewed as
the bad boy,

India does have at least one genuine
problem in Rio. She cannot afford to be
seen as siding with the North. On the
other hand, she cannot go along with
Mahathir's Malaysia who - in a show of
national muscle flexing - expressed
his deternrination to continue tirnber
felling; nor can she go along rvith Brazil
which wishes to clear large portions of
the virgin Amazon forests in the sacred
name of .'development'. How Kamal
Nath manages to walk this tight rope
will be a test of his skill.

And, while these neat diplomatic
games in elegant hotel and conference
rooms go on in Rio, while environment
ministers jockey for short term eco-
nomic gains and pat themselves on the
back for their environmental perform-
ance, every day the worlds population
increases by a quarter of a million, over
10,000 tonnes of non-biodegradable
oils are spewed into the oceans. over
500 sq. kms. of land become wasteland
and over 65 million tonnes of top soil
are lost forever.

While the lndian delegation to Rio
prides itself on lndia's environmental
track record, its state governments and
ils own central ministries vehemently
oppose and often shoot down environ-
ment friendly legislation and its Union
Ministry of Environment E Forests
chooses to continue the environmental
free for all by obstinately refusing to
sign its own draft notification which
would make environmental assess-
ments marrdatory.

Allthis in spite of Rio?

MR. SHYAfi CF|AINANI is the Honorary
Secretary of the Eombay Environmental and
Action Group. This was written during the Rio
meet. Mr. Chainani participated in the non-
official summit of NCOs.

Afler lhe Eqrlh Summit
The huge meeling in Rio which hos

now ended brought togelher repre-
senloiives of 178 nofions. There were
so mony speeches, promises oncJ cjis-
putes thc! ii wos very difficult indeed
lor onyone to heor whot the others
were soying. Ihe environmeni connot
be chonged by o meeting, however
big, ond only history con tell us wheth-
er the conference wos o success or o
foilure.

ln our opinion, however, il wos o
success. When the smoke hos
cleored, the enormous number of
individuol meetings which took ploce
in Rio will stort to beor fruil. As o result
of these meetings, lhe ogreements
which were signed will slowly give
ploce to tougher meosures - whiclr
will probobly be drown up ond
signed without the bonds ploying.

The concept of sustoinoble devel-
opment hos now been generolly
understood for the first time os meon-
ing progress without destruction - or
the moximum economic develop-
ment compotible with ihe minimum
environmentol destruction. This
depends more on molivolion thon on
money. Where progress ond determi-
nolion ore opporent, the finonciol
meons will be more eosily ovoiloble
otter thon before the Rio conference.
Where corruptlq6 ond inefficiency
ore to the fore - os they hove been
in mony posl schemes lo promote
economic developmenl - money
will not be ovoiloble.

This moy seem theoreticol. But
theory hos lo come before proclice.
ln lhe posl the development ossisl-
once progrommes which hove
worked besl were those which were
well thoughl out beforehond. Very
often they were smoll projects, bosed
on lhe molivotion of individuols. They
mostly depended on the smoll things
of life which do nol often come to lhe
nolice of our polilicions. Mony of
them were fully susioinoble long
belore thot word wos brought in os
lhe onswer lo environmenlol destruc-
tion. The Rio conference wos colled
so thot people involved in such enler-
prises oll over lhe world could come
logether to compore experiences
ond confront the tulure. And, to the
surprise of mony, il seems thol they
did thot
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How Markets Protect the Environment

From the time of Molthus, mony intellecluols hcve worned
thot the oppetite ot o growing humon populotion for goods is
rising so fost thot the world is bound to run out of resources.
The Club ol Rome, in o celebroted thesis in the eorly ,1970s,

drew ottention lo the scorcity of every commodity, notobly
oit, which wos minored in skyrocketing commodity prices. ll
worned thot the humon roce must cut its consumption or per-
ish. Ihe some lhesis is being repeoted by Green groups ot
Rio.

Yet the rnosl cosuol look ot the history of the world since
Moilhus shows thot this theory is ploin nonsense. ln the lost
hundred yeors, which hove witnessed on unprecedenleci
increose in commodity consumption, the price of commodi-
ties hos follen in reol lerms, noi risen. Two decodes ofler the
Club of Rome thesis, lhe world hos increosed its totol con-
sumption greotly, yet insteod of scorcity the world is wit-
nessing o glul of every commodity, which is reflected in
slumping commodity prices. This is especiolly true of non-
renewoble resources like copper, tin, iron ore ond oil, ond hos
bodly hit Third World exporters. Such non-renewoble
resources were supposed to run out within o few decodes ol
the Club of Rome's dire predictions.

Yet todoy there is nol only o glut, but the rotio ol reserves lo
onnuol produclion hos improved lor every commodity. Whot
wos supposed to be unsustoinobly high consumption hos
proved to be, from lhe viewpoint of Third World exporters,
potheticolly inodequole consumption.

Why hove Greens ond critics of consumerism proved so
wildly wrong? The onswer is thol they hove noi underslood the
remorkoble role of price chonges in lhe morketploce os o
meqns for soving the environment.

The lollocy of the Club of Rome ond other prophets ol
doom is their ossumplion that humon consumplron poilerns
ore tixed. ln foct, history shows thot consumption depends
ocutely on price chonges. As long os o commodity is cheop,
it mokes no sense to conserve its use, so consumers will
become prodigol qnd wosleful But if lhe commodity
becomes scorce ond ils price shoots up, people oulomoli-
colly find innovolive woys lo cul their consumption
Componies find it worthwhile lo increose explorolion ond
lind new minerol reserves.

Even more dromolic is the response of technology.
lnvenlions do not lust hoppen. They ore lhe resull ol mossive
reseorch efforts, ond ormies of scientisls will lockle on issue
only when scorcity hos mode it worth focussing on. Scorcity
ond high prices moke it profitoble to find techniques of con-
servoiion qnd invent substitules

The rise.in commodity prices in lhe eorly '70s spurred o
greol iechnologicol efforl into reducing lhe use of non-
renewobles, ond of recycling them wherever possible
Energy-efficienl molors, boilers, engtnes ond process equip-
menl become lhe norm, ond the omounl of energy used per
unit ol GNP dropped dromoticolly in oll the rich counlries

Even Third World counlries were mojor goiners. since lhe

Swominothon S. Anklesoriq Aiyor

mochinery lhey imported wos not energy-soving. Note thot
lhis conservotion wos not ond could not hove been broughi
obout by lhe exhorlotions of Greens to stop consuming
goods. lt wos brought obout by the reoclion of morkets lo
scorcity. The end result wos thot people could enjoy higher
living stondords even while reducing their consumption of
moteriols. This wos mode possible by producing more effi-
cienlly, not by producing less.

Ihe omount of lin needed in tin-ploting hos been sloshed
by new technigues to moke thinnei ond thinner cootings.
lnnovotions hove cul the omount of steel needed in cors, lhe
omounf of copper needed in motors, lhe omount of zinc
needed in golvonising. The energy needed to recycle cop-
per ond zinc scrop hos been sloshed by new lechnology, so
thot the world mokes do with more recycling ond much less
copper ond zinc ore thon before. The ghosl ol Molthus hos
been bonished, ond scorcify hos given woy to o glut.

Of course, this glut will, ofter some time, leod lo on increose
in consumption ond woste. But thot in turn, will meon higher
prices, which will then spur o further cycle of technology ond
conservotion. ln short, the lows ol economics ore lhe best
guorontee ihot ihe world will not run out of resources. Efficient
morkels will ochieve conservolion for more effectively ond
efficiently thon lhe exhortotions of Greens.

The reql problem is thot for some times there ore no mor-
kets ond hence no prices. ln these oreos resources con be
destrcyed forever There is no morkel for the use of lhe otmo-
sphere. lhe seos. or mony foresls ond rivers. People con usu-
olly use lt-rese noturol resources free of cost. This inevilobly
encouroges overuse - the lows ol economics do nol oulo-
rnoticolly penolise high consumption in lhese oreos since
these lows connot operote in lhe obsence of morkets.

Ihis exploins why we hove o glut of copper ond iron-ore
but we ore ruining our forests through overfelling, ruining
cooslol oreos lhrough overfishing, rozing our poslures
lhrough overgrozing, eroding the ozone loyer ond spewing
cqrbon dioxide inlo the olmosphere ln some of these coses,
morkels con be creoled. For inslonce, forests con be mode
the properly of o villoge. which will lhen hove on economic
incenlive to moinloin lhem ond respond lo scorcity by grow-
ing more ond belter trees. ln other coses, like lhe ozone loyer,
no morkels con be creoled ond only regulolions will work.

So Gieens hove o vilol role to ploy in highlighting problems
in oreos where morkels do not exisl, ond governmenls hove o
key role in reguloting the use of non-morkeloble resources.
Bul we oll know trom bilter experience lhol lhe odministrolive
capocity of governmenls is very limiled So it is comforling lo
know lhql in regord lo minerol resources we hove olher outo-
molic mqrket mechonisms lo sqve lhe plonel, which do not
depend on the dubious efficocy of nr:t.rs and lxrbus.

COURIESY Swomrnolhon S Anklesorio Arvor ond fhe hmes ol lndo
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Achyut Patwardhan
A Repentant Socialist

Nlr. A.chyut Patu-:ardhan. ane of rhe fol:nd.e,rs of the Congres.s socialisr parrg,
uplained in he following interuiew he gaue to l"lr. suntantbankestwar, d.iea it

VraLt back in September. 1984, at
lhe requr:st of nry friend. Nlinoct Masa-
tti. I inlaruietuecl Achgut Pafi,trardhan
/or Freedom First.

Eucn before i cottld start, the Gan-
dtrian told nrc. "1 would like to sag a
lew words before gou ask nc goL(
qLrcstrons. I retired front politics long
aQo. I do not ntake good copg. I can-
not tutdcrstand whA Minoo ha-s
picked n1e up frotn Ute duslbin of his-
lorg and asked gou to interuieu me.

"l ant a non-persorl now and mg
uiea's do nol carrg Lueiclltt. Mhloo ltas
a .slro/?g scrrsc of logallg totuards his
old friencls. I sLol:ped qit,ing interttieuts
lo llrc prcs.s lonq ago. Houeuer. out of
rnu higlt reEard tor Nlinoo. I haue
accedcci to his requesl. lVour carrg on.'
Sumant Bankeshwar (SB): / am lold
that gott u,crc a confinncd Mar.ris|.
Will gott pleasa enlighlan me on goLu'
lmn.srlion front Marxlsrrr lo
Oarrdhi.snr2
Achyut Patwardhan (AP): No. you are
mistaken. I was never a Marxist. I was
not a Candhian either. I was a reluctant
socialist. I was also a reluctant politician.
I would not like to be called even an
ex-politician.

I joined the freedom movement
because I then believed that paradise
would descend over our country once
the British quit and our poverty would
disappear. I was proved wrong. I then
thought that only socialism could solve
all our problems and drive out our pov-
erty. I was proved wrong here too.

I have thus been cheated twice and
would not like to be cheated again. l,

therefore, would not like to worship at
t[p shrine of another false Cod.

I reluctantly continued to be a mem-
ber of the Congress Socialist Party at

the annual session of the lndian Nation-
al Congress in Lahore. My socialist
triends asked me not to take socialism
seriously' They said that it was just an

answer to our cornmunists to show that
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we were no less keen than they were
about socialism and that socialism was
not the monopoly of Marxists.

It is true that I believed in the sociali-
sation of our natural resources for the
benefit of our people. I also held the
view that the allocatiorr of natural
resources should be utilised in the larg-
er interests of our masses. Subsequent-
ly, we discovered many things which
went wrong in the Soviet Union.

I continue to believe that our natural
resources should be utilised for the
benefit of our masses, but this job
should be entrusted to a planning com-
mission of experts independent of the
qovernment. The Planning Commis-
sion should be retrieved from the octo-
pus hold of the government.

I had once preferred state capitalism
to private capitalism. I did not then real-
ise that state ownership of all means of
production had its own inherent dan-
gers. The state is, after all. run by'a polit-
ical party. The interests of the state have
now come to mean the interests of the
ruling party. To be more precise. the
interests of the ruling party just mean
the interests of the ruling clique. The
gangsters and the mafia who control
the party create compellinq situations
for the government.

The mere change in the pattern ot
ownership of the means of production
is not going to solve our problems.
Similarly the mere replacement of the
ruling party by another party is not
going to solve our problems either. The
miserable perlormance of all our State-
run industries has completely disillu-
sioned me and made me reconsider
my earlier views about socialism. lt is in
this context that I said the other day that
I fias a repentant socialist.

As a socialist, I had propagated a

number of half-truths. althouqh inno-
cently. which drd damage to our nation
al intr:rests. I therefore owe an altoloc;v
to our people whom I had foolccl bv nrv

uho later renounced socla/isnr for reasons he
Varanasi on August 5. He iiuas 87.

innocent convictions. This does not
mean that I have discovered new merits
in private capitalism. I do not hold a
devil's brief for the capitalist class in
lndia or elsewhere.

SB: A// lltc dct'eio;.cd countrics in the
r?o/t-co/nr?r.rrtisl tr'or/d ltat'c moued
att,ttl lront dtc c.1r.:.isl|oLts pc1ll1 oI
socialisrrr artc! ltrosltt rr:tt. l\1ag I luue
gottr' <-otntttcnLs?

AP: Yes. you are partly right. But free
enterprise is no longer free in these
countries. lt is regulated by the govern-
ment. which is playing an increasing
role in tanring capitalism.

ln our time. we thought that ideology
played an important role in changing
the social structure of our society. We
now tind today that technology changes
the social structure of our society faster
than any idcology, and ideology is lag-
ging behind in the race. Therefore. the
factor that is forcing change is not ide-
oloqy. but technology.

'fhe millions of peasant-proprietors
are the backbone of a courrtry's econo-
my. The state has to subserve its inter-
ests to their welfare. C)ur very freodom
depends upon them. Whereve, the
state has taken over aqriculture from
their harrds. it has ended irr disaster.
The examgrles of comrnunist Russia



and China are before us. Facts are
rnore important than opinions.
SB: A{ag I haue gour cornrnenls on
the nationa/rsation ot' banks?
AP: I was once in favour of natiorralisa-
tion o[ banks. I thought that the credit
resources of a country should not be
used only fronr the criteriorr of their
prolitabilily, but in accordance with the
prit;rities set by our Planning Commis-
sion. []ut ,--ur actual experiertce shows
us llrat tlre party in lrower is using the
governrnent's credit agencies to further
its owrr irrterests at ttre cost of even
lreallhy irrCustrial concerns. I had rrot
anticipated that the noble ideal of natio-
nalisation of banks would be complete-

,,ly distorted by the party in power to its
advantage. I also did not realise then
that tl-ris kind of total distortion was
implicit in the logic of state controlling
the credit resources.

SB: Malr I l'rat'e gour cottltl'Icttls on

the nai-s loan rnclas held rccentlyl br1

he nalionalis<:d banks?

AP: I think it is a most unscrupulous
misuse of the credit system. Whether a
state is democratic or . totalitarian, a
state agencv is a diabolic and mischie-
vous agency. The problem todav is how
to tame state power, political power and
political parties controlled b]i gangsters.

SB: Ihcrc is an incrcasino tendencg
among out polilical parties to se/ecl
heir leader bg 'consensus. /s not t/rrs
'consensus a fraud and a shanr as il

just nteans tJte rtoice of a Big Brother
and noUling else?
AP: You don't need me to certify your
statement, as history has proved it
amply. The manner in which the Janata
parliamentary pafty leader was 'elected 

,

rather sele.cted, by the so-called con-
sensus led to its disaster. I care for facts.
and facts are more important than any-
body's opinion. There is no doubt that
'consensus' is a device to sidestep or
bypass an election.

This exclusive interview to Freedom First was
published in the September 1984 issue of Free-
dom Firsl then a l6-page monthly.

ACHYUT PATWARDHAN

Achyut Potwordhon wos o deor
friend cnd on old colleogue of mine.
We were together in the Congress
Sociolisl Porty ond resigned together
ogoinsl Joyoprokosh Noroyon's -supporl lo the communist Left Flont.

Loler, we worked with Joyoprokosh
Noroyon os his colleogues in lhe Quit
lndro Movement. During lhot period I

wos sent to Delhi to exploin the stond
of the underground movement to Mr.
Willioms Philips, who wos President
Roosevelt's Envoy in lndio while
Achyut went underground lololly
hvolved in lhe Qqit lndiq mqveJnent. ..

Achyut hod o spirituol side to his
noture. He wos o Theosophist ond o
greot devotee ot Mr. J. Krishnomurthy.

One more good person of my
generotion hqs pqssed owoy.

Minoo Mosqni

Vice-President KR. Narayanan
It is fitting and appropriate in the centenary year of the
J.N. Tata Endowment thai Mr. K.R. Narayanan, a Tata
Scholar (1945) has been elected lndia's Vice-President.

He come from a tiny village near Kottayam in
Travancore. one among the millions of lndians of the vil-
lages of lndia, born in an u.nder-privileged section of
society, monetarily and otherwise, with the quality of
mind his only asset.

Such was his calibre that he passed his B.A. (English
Literature) with a First Class First followed by a Master's
in English Literature from the University of Travancore.

After post-graduation Mr. Narayanan tried his hand at
teaching followed by a stint in journalism, as a reporter
for l-he Hindu and later The Times of lndia.

Mr. Narayanan was selected a Tata Scholar in 1945 for
higher studies at the London School of Economics
(LSE) where he distinguished himself, obtaining a B.Sc.
(Economics and Politics) with First Class Honours.

ln the 40s when only the rich and the influential could
send their sons for higher studies abroad, the Tata
Scholdrship gave him the timely assistance which entire-
ly changed his life.

During his studies at the LSE he was noticed by Harold
Laski who was so impressed with the young man that
when he finished his studies he wrote a personal letter to
Nehru introducing him to the Prime Minister as a very tal-
ented youngster. Nehru interviewed lrim and promptly
appointed hirn to the lndian Foreign Service.

A series of postings took him to Burma where he also
met his wife. Narayanan was not only a diplomat, but a
Chinese scholar. a litterateur and an educationist.

The pinnacle of his career came with two Amb'assadorial
appointments. the first to China and the second to the
United States of America *'here he distinguished himself.

On his retirenrent from the foreign service he was
appointed Vice-Chancellor, Jawaharlal Nehru University.
When his term concluded he plunged into politics and
was elected to Parliament from Ottapalam in Kerala and
held various portfolios in the central government includ-
ing Planning, External Affairs and Atomic Energy.

His achievements in every field of activity in which he has
been involved - diplomacy, the academic world, poli-
tics, government - are impressive. Above all he has a

reputation for being spo'Jess as far as personal integrity
and probity are concerned.

In his dreams for building a new lndia Jamsetji said a
hundred years ago: "What advances a nation... is to lift up
the best and most gifted so as to make them of the great-
est service to the country." Hence the Tata Endowment.

None could have exemplified Jamsetji's lofg ideal more
eloquently than K.R. Narayanan - the village boy who
has risen to the august office of the Vice-President of
lndia.

Contributed by Mr. Dinshah K. Malegamvala. Director,
J.N. TATA ENDOWMENT FOR THE HIGHER
ED0CATION OF INDIANS, Bombay
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Panchsheel and Realpolitik - Strange Bedfellows?.
Lionel Fernondes

lf we wont o more equitoble internotionol order, we must creote o more equitoble notionol order
in the first ploce. lf we wont humon rights ond politicol occountobility to bb upheld on o globol

scole we must moke sure thot we promote these within the notionolcommunity in the first ploce.

Most discourses on fcreign policy
would tend to view idealism and real-
ism, roughly termed as Panchsheel and
realpolitik in the above caption, as
mutually incompatible at worst and as
strange bedfellows at best. But does
foreign policy in general and lndian for-
eign policy in particular, with which this
article is principally concerned, have to
involve a zero surn game between
Panchsheeland realpolitik? Not really. A
close look at the Five Principles embod-
ied in the Panchsheel doctrine reveals
that what is set down is a very matter-of-
fact set of rules governing relations
among nations. There is nothing mysti-
cal about them. They are norms of
practical dealings in the area of foreign
policy and are to that extent no less
realistic than idealistic. Realism and
idealism, whether in domestic or for-
eign affairs, are not mutually exclusive
but rather complementary and mutually
supportive. Action without a guiding
norm is blind and irrational, and to that
extent unrealistic while a mere norm or
principle that is not implementable at
some point and in some manner. is
sterile and thus fails even as an ideal.

By the two-fold criteria of
Panchsheel and realpolitik, how has
lndia's foreign policy performed to date
and how is it to measure up to the chal-
lenges of the contemporary post-Cold
War world?

Need for the Right Blend

It could be argued that lndia's for-
eign policy during the Nehru era was
largely one of Panchsheel, even though
realpolitik was present to a lesser extent,
while the converse holds true of the
post-Nehru era. This may perhaps be
an oversimplification. but there are ele-
ments of truth in this way of putting it.
During the Nehru era, lndia was eco-
nomically and militarily weak while its
moral and diplomatic international pos-
tures were relatively stronger. After
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Nehru, lndia's moral and diplomailc
stature seems to have paradoxically
diminished even while its econonric
and military might have grown. This
fact shows that econorrric and military
capabilities do not automatically get
translated into diplomatic clout in the
absence of an appropriate blend of
Panchsheel and realpolitik in a nation's
foreign policy postures.

It is not that realpolitik was absent in
the Nehru period. Nehru resorted to it in
the cases of the liberation of Coa and
the so-called "forward policy" on the
Sino-lndian border. In the former case,
he was successful, while in the latter he
failed dismally. But for the most part,
Nehru re:orted tc diplomatic initiatives
couched in idealistic formulations.
whether on the question of disarma-
ment, the pacific settlement of disputes.
anti-racism and anti-apartheid,
de-colonisation, or developmental
issues. The policy of non-alignment,
which was in reality a praqmatic stance
taken during the years of the Cold War,
was likewise couched in idealist jargon
and in moral terms. In the post-Nehru
period, and especially after 197 I , when
lndia emerged as the dominant power
of South Asia, lndian foreign policy has
been more assertive in terms of realpo-
Iitik, as seen in the intervention in the
Bangladesh war, the Siachen glacier
dispute, the annexation of Sikkim, the
trade and transit dispute with Nepal, the
Farakka barrage dispute with
Bangladesh, the intervention in Sri
Lanka and the commando operation in
the Maldives. Panchsheel has not how-
ever been wholly absent as in the case
of the solution to the trade and transit
dispute between lndia and Nepal, the
leasing of Teen Bigha to Banqladesh,
the withdrawal of the lndian Peace
Keeping Force from Sri Lanka, and the
cooperative. if still largely symbolic,
actions undertaken under the aegis of
the South Asian Association for

Regional Cooperation (SMRC).
It is contended here that lndia's for-

eign policy has been rnore successful
on those occasions when realpolitik
was not pursued at the cost of
Panchsheel but in tandem with it. In
oiher words, lndia's foreign policy has
shown better results when idealism has
been suitably blended with realism. Too
much of Panchsheel tends to breed
scepticism while too much of realpolitik
generates cynicisrn in international
affairs. Scepticism is a state of rnind
that harbours lingering doubts about
claims being made and postures (espe-
cially moral ones) being struck, while
cynicism is a brazen disregard of all
norms anci values that should ncrmally
guide behavioural patterns and mutual
expectations. f.very foreigrr policy pos-
ture needs to be subjected to a cost-
benefit analvsis in the light of certain
humane and rational rules of interna-
tional conduct. Onlv then can idealism
and realism be happily matched. This is
not easy to achieve on all occasions.
but the effort needs to be made. Any
attempt to shortcircuit universally
accepted norms is to be resisted as rt

may promise short-term benefits but is
bound to be counter-productive in the
long term.

Towards an lndo-centric Policy
Where does lndia's foreign policy

stand in the contemporary world sce-
nario? Today much is being made of
the end of the Cold War. But the Cold
War was central to the Western camp
vis-a-vis the former Eastern camp. lt
was never central to lndia and therefore
its demise need not mean as much to
us as it may mean to the former arch
rivals. But we have the unfortunate
tendency to see and defir.re ourselves
within the parameters set by the West
and these are Errro-centric or Atlanto-
centric. We need to see things in an
lndo-cenlric prerspective. Our perspec-



tives should naturally radiate outwards
to the rest of the world from where we
are situated geopolitically. Our foreign
policy will be reoriented accordingly.
We need to give up the urge to collect
certificates and tes'timonials from the
West in order to set our own agenda.
Our centre cf gravig as it were, both in
domestic and foreign affairs, has to be
Iocated within ourselves. This is not to
make isolationist chauvinism the bed-
rock of our foreign policy but to assert a
modicum of self-respect without which
a credible foreign policy is not feasible.
lf vre do rrot take ourselves seriously,
others will not either.

We must start from the premise that
the end of the Cold War is a belated vin-
dicatJon of India's policy of non-
alignment evolved over the years. lt is
however more a negative vindication
than a positive one. Negative in the
sense that it has lowered the global
political temperature that had on more
than one occasion reached flashpoint. lt
has not yet manifested itself fully as a
positive vindication in so far as much of
the Non-aligned agenda on which
lndia's foreign policy I'ras been based
remains to be implemented. ltems on

the agenda such as promoting a more
just and peacefulworld have been only
partially realised in the process of deco-
lonisation, the arms reduction process-
es and the increasing emphasis being
placed on North-South issues.

\l/e Must Practise What We Preach
llowever, global issues carrnot be the

immediate concern of any countr,v's
foreign poliry, and that applies to lndia
as well. The immediate concern is
national policy focussed on national
issues. Transnational relationships can
only be an outgrowth of national con-
cerns and not the other way round.
National policy can be conceived of as
a series of concentric circles of which
the innermost is the area of local con-
cerns, followed by that of national,
regional and international concerns.
lndia's capacity to change the world is
extremely limited but its capacity to set
about changing itself is considerable.
Whatever India prescribes to others it
must first set about implementing itself
if it sincerely believes in it as inherently
desirable and feasible.

lf we want a more equitable interna-
tional order, we must create a more

equitable national order in the first
place. lf we believe that the Onited
Nations should be strengthened in its
peace-making and peace-keeping role,
we should come up with specific pro-
posals to make it more effective and
more tuly responsive io the realities
and needs of the contemporary world.
Further. we canrrot afford to maintain a
dualistic policy vis-a-vis the UN, advo-
cating its active role everywhere else in
the world while studiously excluding it
from any role in a mafter in which lndia
may be invol..,ed, as for example the
Kashmir dispute. If we want human
rights and political accountability to be
upheld on a global scale, we must
make sure that rve promote these within
the national community in the first
place. Our foreign policy will then carry
contiction with the rest of the interna-
tional community as a reflection of our
national resolve and our national
priorities.

A foreign policy based on the sound
principles of international equity and
international morality is not to be dis-
missed as utopian. On the contrary, it is
the only viable policy in the long term.
lndeed it is short term expediency that

1
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is utopian as it invariably fails to deliver
the goods and queers the pitch in inter-
national relations. There is no substitute
for a foreign policy based on a disci-
plined and humane rationality that
informs a behavioural pattern that is
both fair and firm. lf India preaches
good neighbourliness to other courr-
tries around the globe, it shoulC first
inrplement the sarne poliq in ils own
rreighbourhood. lf the former super-
power rivals could wind down the Cold
War, there is no reason why lndia and
Pakistan cannot compose their differ-
ences. This will result in a peace divi-
dend for both countries, both of which
are riven by internal cleavages and have
a developmental backlog. lf the most
intractable problems like the
re-unification of Cermany, the dismarr-
tling of apartheid and the Palestinian
question has either been resolved or are
in the process of being resolved, there
is no reason why the Kashmir issue
should be permanently deadlocked.

lndia can do with a judicious blend of
unilateralism, bilateralism, multilateral-
ism and internationalism in articulating
and implementing its foreign policy.
Unilateralism is to be resorted to in set-
ting its own house in order socio-
economically and politically so that a

beneficial spin-off for foreign policy is

available from an enlightened domestic
poliry. Bilateralism should be the pre-
ferred method to address contentious
issues with our immediate neighbours
e.g. the Kashmir dispute. the Sino-
lndian border, Farakka, J-.' :. Multi-
lateralism can be used to tackle
problems involving the entire region of
South Asia, preferably under the aegis
of SAARC; and in this endeavour, a leaf
could be taken from the book of group-
ings like the European Community, the
Association of South East Asian

Nations and the recenlly concltrded
North America Free -frade 

Agreernerrt.
Finally, internationalism or giobalism
would be the broadest foreign policy
orientation where rnatters of world-wide
import are involved. Such matters con-
cern disarmament in both nuclear and
conventional weapons, the reforrn of
the Clnited Nations, protectirrg the envi-
rorrment, safeguarding human rights
and promoting all-round development.
A well calibrated and fine-tuned foreign
policy on the above lines should bid fair
to make lndia a constructive player in
intei'national affairs in a manner that
does justice to its size and potential.

Need For l4ore lmaginative Thinking
Of late, lndia seems to have got

bo.qged down in certain stereotyped
foreign policy formulatiorrs. Take tlre
question of the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). ln this matter, it has lost the ini-
tiative to Pakistan whose five-power ini-
tiative seems to have caught the
imagination of the major powers and of
other significant sections of the world
community. lndia meanwhile continues
to trot out the same hacknyed argu-
ment of the discriminatory nature of the
NPT. We need to come out with a more
imaginative and constructive diplomat-
ic initiative. Why can we not, for exam-
ple, indicate our willingness to consider
signing the NPT on the basis of the fol-
lowing proposals:
a) There should be a total ban on the

use of nuclear weapons under any
circumstance;

b) All further production and testing of
nuclear weapons must be halted;

c) All existing nuclear weapons must
be withdrawn to the respective terri-
tories and territorial waters of the
nuclear powers and should be con-
fined to designated zones under
U.N. custody;
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d) All nuclear facilities everywhere
must be put under fullscope
safeguards;

e) A realistic timetable should be
drawn up by the U.N. for tlre pro-
gressive destruction of all existing
stockpiles world-wide:

f) imnrediate steps be taken for the
creation of a credible U.N. rapid
deployrnent fcrce for peace enforce-
ment anywhere in the world at short
notice.

A Fresh Look at National Sovereignty
and National Boundaries

ln our foreign poliry thinking, we
need to take a fiesh look at national
sovereignty and nationai boundaries at
a time when these are becoming a little
less sacrosanct and irnmuiable than
they were once deerned to be. The
trend towards regionalisation and glo-
balisation aM the formation of wider
federations of more manageable politi-
cal units point to the need for
re-defining sub-national, national,
trans-national and supra-national enti-
ties in a manner that safeguards local
identities and interesls even while
aggregating these within a globalised
framework. May be we should reCefine
our Centre-State relations and work
towards a Confederation of the States
of the sub-continent within a "South

Asian Confederation" or a "United

States of Hinciustan . May, be then
seemingly intracl-able problems like
Kashmir will be solv.:d in a rnore realis-
tic manner to ihe nrutual benefit oi
lndia and her neighbours. For this. real-
politik will have to march in tandenr
with Panchsheel.

DR. LIONEL FERNANDES is lecturer in the
Department of Civics and Politics, 0niversity of
Bombay.

11r rrrust oppo\( nn\ nnr\( lo $inrl
up \.\ll. I fril to und(r\lrnrl \h\
anlonc rhould grurlgr ur ottr lnntrl
holidar...

S .bu in /rr,/t.trr l:r1rtr':s

:V:;=-
r7..r.,l_r4ah_ U7ARE KCEPrI\C lf C-ont€,r nh73 NtlhT 19 niPoRTANr,t

Freedom Ftrct 32
R.K. Laxman in Tlte Tlmcs of Inata



Debate
The Meaning of Democracy

_ Recently I re-read the series on "The Meaning of
Democracy."* lt became apparent to me that whaithe
author meant by 'democracy' is simply .good 

govern_
ment' and not its traditional meaningJ Government of
the peo.ple. Good government does nbt require that peo-
ple be literate or that all able persons should have a vote.
Even a monarch can provide good government - we
stillpraise Lord Rama for his Ram R4jga (The idealgov_
ernment). History has provided many instances of good
government, the British Rq1 among them.

However, the problem is to ensure good government
and, at the same time, prevent the arbiiary uie of power.
Democracy has evolved over the centuriei as a means of
ensuring this and it does require the people to be literate,
conscious of their rights, willing to pay any price to pre_
serve those rights and the power to force the government
to desist from misuse of power. This power takes the
form of the right to vote. To this exteni the author was
wrong in contending that democracy does hot require lit_
eracy or voting rights, etc.

Pune, rndia Y'D' Altekar

* 'The lvleaning of Democracy' by Raphael Kazmann serialised in
Freedom Flrsl (lssues No. 401, 402 and 403 

- l9B9)

Mr. Kazmann replies:

I welcome Mr. Altekar's comments, but must plead
"not guilty" to his charge.

The problem faced by every society is the continua-
tion of good, favorable leadership. Hereditary leadership
has been tried; as long as the ruler is competent and
observes the injunctions, "'don't lie", "don't steal", and
"don't murder", society is well served. But, by the laws of
averages and genetics an incompetent man of bad char-
acter will sooner or later inherit the leadership and will
violate the injunctions so that he can become wealthy.

more powerful, etc. It doesn't take more than two con_
secutive vicious leaders to ruin a country _ this has been
demonstrated time and again in the hisforical record.

Democ-racy, which includes the franchise, presents a
method of selecting leaders that can avoid the pitfalls of
hereditary rule. I have never said that an illiterate, incom-
petent electorate can practice democracy successfully. lt
can be both literate and incompetent (as in the former
Soviet Union) as well as enfrinchised and it will be
unsuccessful in creating a viable democracy. Literacy
and the vote, while technically important, ari far from
sufficient. Adherence to the basic democratic principles
that'lset foith in tlfe essay'F essential and competenie is
equally essential. The counting of votes, votes by igno-
rant people (literate or illiterate) does not a demociacy
make. We must not confuse democracy with "majoritari-
anism" (which is majority rule, regardless of the issue
and,/or moral principles). h is undemocratic to take a vote
in the bazaar to de . rmine whether or not brain surgery is
warranted on a sick child (most people polled have no
personal interest in the outcome and are not doctors, so
they are incompetent and their opinions should be
ignored). On the basis that the majority can do no wrong
(majoritarianism), such a vote is relsonable and the
results must be abided by.

There is no doubt that Mr. Altekar is correct in believ-
ing that people must be willing to pay any price to pre-
serve their freedom and prevent the government fiom
becoming a tyranny. lt is here that the quest of people for
their immortality, biological or spiritual, manifests itself
through individuals sacrificing their lives and fortunes for
freedom and democracy. When these sacrifices are not
made, freedom is lost and the citizens are enslaved by
their government through a myriad of taxes and regula-
tions. Eternal vigilance is the price of freedom.

Baton Rouge.0SA
Raphael Kazmann

Who Shoves lhe Borber?
ln one respecl. perhops il is lhe quolity of

leodership lhol is ol lhe rool of the counlry's
ptoblems An lndiro Gondhi, devoled only to
her own ond her sons' couse. o Mororji Desoi
remembered only for his fods. o Choron
Singh blinded bV ombilion, o Roiiv Gondhi
unencumbered by o single inlellecluol
lhoughl, ond nol knowing most of the lime
whelher he wos coming or goang. o VP Singh
unoble lo see beyond ot leosl UP rf not
Allohobod. o Chondro Shekhor with his inobrl-
ity lo drslinguish belween good polilics ond
llowed morolity ond frnolly o Norostmho Roo.
overdoing the consensus lhing lo ovoid
unpleosonl decrsrons Such indeed could be
lhe nolure of lndto s present predicomenl

And so the inexoroble inference: lhere is
nol iust o crisis of qovernonce bul leodership
os well People wonl lo be ted. ond when they
ore nol. they lose respecl lor outhorily ln
lndio, this process hos been occeleroling for
some lime now for o voriety ol reosons
Perhops lhe mosl imporlonl ol lhese is lhe
widespreod perception lhol lhe lndion slole
is being monipuloled by o sel of modern
brigonds oul to oggrond;se lhemselves
POlilrCions. pohcemen pedonls. the press.
evervone vrluolly. is porly to lhe delegrlimi
sing of lowfully conslrluled oulhority Thrs is
probobly lhe mosl rntrocloble problem lhol
toces lhe counlry lodoy Solvrng it is nol eosy
becouse lhose who con solve rl hove o vesl-
ed rnleresl rn nol ollowrng tt lo be solved ln
breokrng lhe low ltes lhe key lo lches donrl-
nonce ond power

ll is o vorionl of Russell s porodox oll ovel
ogoin There rs o vrlloge in which the borber
shoves everyone who does nol shove himself
So who shoves lhe borber, Unlrl Indro solves
lhis porodox. rl wrll lurch on from one cflsis lo
onother. prrme rnrnrsleflol oppeols lor moto-
lofio nolwrlhstondrng ln olher words, lhele ls

on urgenl need for lhose who moke lows ond
lhose who enlorce lhem to observe lhe low
lhemselves All too olien. lhese closses ore
seen os berng obove the low. wtlh lhe resull
lhol no one. rn lhe end. nol even lhe regulor
otfender seems lo be under il

Excerpl from on editoilol tn lhe Economic
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Africa and Shelley
Ar Ambience of Cosmic Unison

Padrno Srinivoson

This afticle has been written to honour the memory of England's distinguished Romantic poet Shelteg, in the bi-centenarg of his
bifth this gear as utell as to emphasize the releuance of his social philosophg for our sadlg embattled world.

What do the traditional people of the
vast continent of Africa, with their
ancient cultures and thought-ways have
in common with the English poet Percy
Bysshe Shelley? At first sight, nothing at
all. But when one sinks into the level
'where ,thought deepens into feeling;
when one reaches the 'source of
untaught things', one finds that there is
an ambience that is common to them
both. Both have been aware of the sub-
tle mantle of consciousness that unites
the entire universe. Here is a very primal
awareness. From it sprang every
African folk tale, proverb, sculpture,
custom and song. Africa is a world
apart.

On the other hand is our poet, a
child of European culture, and of Creek
philosophy. Shelley belonged to a very
different world;yet he dwelt among the
untrodden ways between poetry and
metaphysics. He was ever in that aerial
realm from whose essences the beings
and shapes of our dusty earth draw
their energies. He was - every inch of
him - a poet. lt was poetry that came
to him easily, not prose. And it came to
him lightly, as on the wings of a breeze
and awakened him to song. He says to
himself, and truly, 'l am formed... to
apprehend minute and remote distinc-
tions of feeling, whether relative to
external nature or the living beings
which surround us, and to communi-
cate the conceptions which result from
considering either the moral or the
material universe as a whole'. There is a
pulsating harmony that binds us all.
Shelley felt it. Africa knew it and lived it
every hour, through the passing centu-
ries. Every. animal and tree and man
participates in it. To hurt another is truly
to hurt oneself. The horrors of torture
and death inflicted on animals and peo-
ple disturb the harmony, peace and
love which unite the sensate world.

Through untold centuries, before the
coming of the white man to their land,

the common people of Africa lived and
moved and had their being within this
sense of cosmic oneness. The African
felt the gossamer web of life that bound
him to every wild thing around. He felt a

kinship with the mountains and the
rivers and the sky. He had every care for
the very trees and the land and all its
creatures. He feared at every turn lest he
upset the great Harmony of Nature and
of Life.

The Africon cherished
hormonious relotions within

the fomily, the clon, the tribe,
with the urbon generotions

with the spirit of the deod, with
the spirits of Noture ond with

divine beings.
As o poet ond qrtist Shelly 

'

odored hormony ond order.
And in order he sees the

principle of Beouty.

Here is a sense of cosrrric unison
that one seeks with little hope in the
so-called cMlized world. After a long
search one is likely to find it among the
poets - but only the true ones who are'
also seers. And these are few, indeed. A
true poet is Ried"by'€i visidn df unitersal
harmony and order. Shelley tells us that
to be a poet is 'to apprehend the true
and the beautiful, in a word, the good
which exists in the relation, subsisting,
first between existehce and perception,
and secondly between perception and
expression'. True poets see this
Harmony, tiris indestiuctible Order of
the cosmos, and express it in their poet-

ry. Poets are not prophets In the gross
sense of that term. lndeed, as Shelley
confides in us: 'A poet participates in
the eternal, in the infinite, and the one.'
And Shelley, himself, was'a poet in the
highest selrse of that mysterious word'.
A poet like Shelley can awaken the feel-
ings that lie asleep within us so that we
can behold the beauty of true virtue.

The devotion to Harmony which is
present both in the Shelleyan and the
African vision of life encompasses not
only truth and beauty but also good-
ness. Any upsetting of the balance and
order of the Universe can come about
with inharmonious thoughts, words and
deeds. The African cherished harmoni-
ous relations within the family, the clan,
the tribe, with the ur.-orr generations,
with the spirits of the dead, with the spir-
its of Nature and with divine beings. The
upsetting of the balance was not merely
inconvenience; it often led inevitably to
immorality. Disease in a man's body
was also a result of the upsetting of
physical and psychic balance. Harmony
is unity, oneness, co-operation, bal-
ance, beauty, goodness and truth. Here
is a deep vision in which animals, plants
and men and the forms and elements
around reveal their unig. lt is an intuitive
vision. And from it emerges a great wis-
dom. Shelley, too, nursed such a wis-
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dorn, born of intuition. There was
3Y?tr something moral and spiritual in
his idea of beauty. He never thought of
aesthetics as something different"from
ethlgs. The poet was at once the proph-
et. He was often fired with a passion'for
a better world.

- As a poet and artist, Shelley adored
harmony and oider. And in order he
sees the principle of Beauty. Beauty
expressed itself through order in sensu-
ous forms as well as in civic institutions.
Whenever social institutions failed to
reflect the inner harmony, the inner
moral deficiencies and moral order,
they were defective. Shelley attacked
society because of its defectve institu-
tions, and because these in turn were
the cause of moral evils. Even if they did
not cause them, they perpetuated them.
Shelley saw the annals of civilization as
a continuous struggle between the spirit
of freedom and the spirit of tyranny.
Societies sway between the tyranny of
force and the tyranny of fraud. yet the

pggJ 
'.n 

Shelley yearned for the triumph
of 0niversal goodness upon earth.

Shelley was not interested at all in
the idea of morality in the narrow, every_
day, sense of the term. He cared noug[.,t
for concrete systems of ethics or ortfro-
dox religion. He was an atheist in the
highest sense of the term. The essence
of nrorality did not lie in the rigid appli-
cation of some arbitrary code of con-
duct to human behaviour. Rather did he
see it in an ordered and harmcnious
condition of the soul.

Like the peoples of sunburnt Africa,
the fairchild of English poesy felt the
eternal order and rhythm of the uni-
verse. And it is the function of poetry to
express this order and rhythm, and to
be a poet is to apprehend the true and
the beautiful. ln this vision of cosmic
unison the immutable order of things,
as perceived, is Truth; as expressed in
art, it is Beauty; as reflected in conduct,
it is Goodness. lt is the same indestruc-
tible order that manifests itself as a

poem or a law or an institution. Shellev
spoke of a poem as .the 

uery imig;-;f
life expressed in its eternal t Ltf,'. fnrr.poets who embody this eternal,
unchanging order ,are not only the
authors of .language and of -uS., oi
dance, and architecture, and statuaru.
and painting; they are the institutois Ji
laws, and the founders of civil society,
and the inventors of the arts of life, anJ
the teachers'of what is called religion.

No other writer or critic, artist or
visionary, has defended poetry as stout_
ly as Shelley has, or expressei so lucid_
lyl .,1" transforming porver of poetry,
which can go forth to restore harmonv
and order in the world. More than eve'r
does our ruthless and rude world need
now tlris philosophy which emanates
trom old Africa and Shelley. And it is by
the power of poetry tfrit it can be
redeemed.

DR. PADMA SRINNASAN. is a Reader in the
Centre for East African Studies, Oniversity of
Bombay.
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Peace Games in Barcelona

The Olympic Games were always a
pain - until Barcelona. This first Olym-
piad of the post-cold war era has shown
what fair competition can really mean.
No longer are medals an extension of
politics - as if a political system could
be considered triumphant because of
the prowess of its athletes. The first
political games rvere in Berlin in 1936,
when nazi Cermany tried to show the
world that theirs was the regime which'c6uld 

produce the superFran. They
turned out to be the last games before
the cataclysm, and by the time the next
Olympiad was held in London in 1948
the nazi superman had gone to his
death and taken millions with him.

The countries which then produced
the most brilliant competitors - the
Soviet Onibn and East Germany - have
now also shuffled off the scene, expos-
ing themselves as hollow shells. But not
before they too had produced their owrr
version of the cataclysm. lt is now esti-
mated that alongside the four million
human beings who perished in the
Gulag another million were killed by fir-
ing squad during the 70 years of the
Soviet Onion. Now only China practises
political patronage of iportspeople. But
even this is limited and lies in the shad-
ow of Tienanmen Square.

The Barcelona Olympics will go
down as the first real games of peaie

seen by most people alive today. No
longer do we have to reflect on the
paradox of beauty emerging from the
belly of the beast. The result has been a
wider scattering of medals amongst the
nations of the earth than ever before
(although the misnamed "Unified
Team" from the ex-Soviet Union still
got more than any other). Small coun-
tries like Switzerland have never been
bothered by the fact that their athletes
brought home so few Olynroic medals.
They do get the odd one, from time to
time, and when this happens people yell
their joy. But they do not need such
confirmation of their national maturity.
This goes for many small countries tl-re
world over, not only at the heart of
Europe.

Running The World
Strengthening the Hands of the
UN Secretary General

It is being rumoured that Boutros
Chali, the new personification of the
UN, has ended his honeymoon and is
already heading for divorce, i.e. the exit.
The truth is that his honeymoon at the
UN did not last for even 24 hours, for
the day he took over from Javier Perez
De Cuellar he made it clear that he had
arrived with a new broom in his hands.

Nor is it true that those who put his
name forward and those who elected
him thought they had chosen another
quiet secretary general in the image of
Perez de Cuellar. The United Nations
was - still is? - to be the pivot of the
new world order. It must have a man of
dynamism at its head, or else it will
always be seen - as Saddam Hussein
likes to p -raim it - as a tool of the one
remaining super-power, the United
States. But for the moment it is a shuf-
fling bear gf an organisation, encrusted
with special interest groups and obso-
lescent working methods. Nothing can
be done without a massive sweep-out.

Boutros Chali's first act was to
streamline the secretariat, to get rid of

large areas of bureaucracy by merging
the economic and social offices into a
single department, thinning out drasti-
cally as he went along. He was support-
ed in this by countries which appreciate
efficient adrninistration, i.e. much of the
Western world. This is why Boutros
Chali gave the fleeting impression that
he intended to rvork mainly with west-
ern support.

Boutros Ghali does not particularly
want to be liked either by the west or by
other section of the world's governors. lt
was not by flattering people that he got
to the top of the Egyptian foreign minis-
try and stayed there for so many years.
Nor was it through flattery that he was
able to take Sadat and Begin by the
hand and bring them to Gamp David.
Boutros Chali is certainly a supreme
diplomat, but he does not possess the
shady diplomatic attribute, that desire
to please by bringing people together
for a liftle while with promises that ulti-
mately fail. He impresses by the depth
of his knowledge, his sheer ability to run
a travelling show - which is what the
United Nations will have to be if it is to
meet the challenge of today's uncertain
world,

Even though the honeymoon never
took place, Boutros Chali's grasp of real

issues was bound to come up against
the hidebound prejudices of ordinary
politicians before too much water had
passed under the bridges of the beauti-
ful old cities of Europe where so many
of them live and hold their courts.
Rumour has it that Boutros Ghali
refused to let his envoy, former US Sec-
retary of State Cyrus Vance, take part in
Lord Carrington's London talks on
Yugoslavia because the UN had not
been offered the joint chairmanship.

And so what? The European Com-
munity has declared its interest in solv-
ing the Yugoslav problem because it is
a European one, but it has lamentably
failed to do so. lts members have not
been able to agree on a single facet of
policy towards Yugoslavia. Abuse was
hurled at Cermany at the beginning of
the year because it declared its inten-
tion of recognising the individual mem-
bers of the Yugoslav federation, and
then its partners reluctanUy followed.
Now they are blaming Cermany again
because they say Bosnia-Herzegovina
would never have become a theatre of
war if it had not been recognised. There
is little logic and no principle in such
postures. Germany did what appeared
then and now to be an elementary sign
of encouragement to peoples fighting
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for their freedom. And white some EC
countries are sniping at Gerrnany they
ignore the fact that the Germans have
been giving unlimited shelter to the ref-
ugees from this most dreadful conflict.
It has not been amply publicised that
Germany has taken in more than
200,000 of these unfortunate oeople
and is ready to receive more; the only
countries which have matched this in
relation to their size are Austria and
Hungary (with 50,00C each), Sweden
(44,000) and Switzerland (30,000). Ger-
many's EC partners are nowhere to be
seen.

The European Community's pur-
pose is to promote integration arnongst
its members and not to solve problems
outside its borders. Why should it even
attempt to do so when such action cre-
ates obvio-us and disgraceful disarray in
its ranks? And why should it be so hes-
itant about iecognising the supremacy
of the United Nations in acting to bring
peace to Yugoslavia? That is the pur-
pose of the 0nited Nations, and Bou-
tros Chali is the man who has been
designated to implement it. lt is the
United Nations Organisaticn. noi the
European Community, which exists - in
those ringing words dating from 1945 -

"to save succeeding generations from
the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought untold sorrow to
mankind".

So it is hardly surprising that Boutros
Ghali finds it demeaning that the world
organisation should be asked by the
European Community to help in bring-
ing peace to Yugoslavia only when all
else has failed. The secretary genera! is
not enthusiastic about being on the
receiving end of instructions from a
Europeans - only conference held in
London about what the United Nations
should do to solve the crisis.

It is true, as the secretary general
says, that the European Community
has been making immense fuss about
Yugoslavia and none at all about the
desperate holocaust which is taking
place in Somalia. The point that Bou-
tros Ghali is trying to make - in charac-
teristically dramatic terms - is that a
choice should not be made amongst
these problems, but that all of them
must be dealt with, and at once, and
together.

The only organisation which can do
this is the Onited Nations, and the world
body should be given every support in
terms of human and financial resources

and in terms of diplomatic support. lt
must be universally recognised as the
senior organisation for peacekeeping
throughout the world - not a junior
partner expected to take orders from a
regional rich men's club like the Euro-
pean Community.

Secretary General Boutros Chali has
been rubbing some Europeans the
wrong way. A number of western iead-
ers want to hold centre-stage and are
not used to seeing the Onited Nations
as more than a convenient roof organi-
sation. But if peace is ever to break out
after the cold war it can only be via a
strengthened United Nations and a
strong and respected secretary general.

There is a whiff of Munich in the air.
A desire for "peace in our time" at any
price. A world eager to go about its
business, looking neither right nor left.
Avoiding the hard choices. The new
world order needs a new ethic, a new
sense of solidarity, expressed in a new
United Nations Organisation. With a
new secretary general ready to rise to
the occasion.
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ls Nothing Sacred?
Solmon Rushdie

Salman Rushdie - in hiding for a year (now 3 years) since the late Ayatollah Khomeini condemned him to death over his novel lhe
Satanic Verses - was unable to deliver his Herbert Read lecture in person.

lnstead the lecture was delivered on his behalf by Harold Pinter, the playwright
The lecture, entitled 'ls Nothing Sacred?', addressed the role of the novel and the world of the True Believer, with only glancing refer-

ences to The Satanic Verses, the death threats to Mr Rushdie, or the campaign to prevent a paperback edition.
(Though delivered over two years ago we do not recall the lecture receMng much notice in the lndian Press. ln the belief thatFreedom First
readers would be interested we reproduce the following excerpt published in The Guardian Weeklg, February 18, 1990.

Between religion and literature, as
between politics and literature, there is a
linguistically-based dispute. But it is not
a dispute of sirnple opposites' Because
whereas religion seeks to privilege one
language above all others, one set of
values above all others, one text above
all others, the novel has always been
about the way in which different lan-
guages, values and narratives quarrel,
and about the shifting relations between
them, which are relations of power. The
novel does not seek to establish a priv-
ileged language, but it insists upon the
freedom to portray and analyse the
struggle between the different contes-
tants for such privileges.

Carlos Fuentes has called the novel
"a privileged arena". By this he does

,t mean that it is the kind of holy
space which one must put off one's
shoes to enter: it is not an arena to
revere; it claims no special rights except
Ute right to be tJrc stage upon uhich
lhe great debates of societg can be
conducted. "The novel," Fuentes
writes, "is born from the very fact that
we do not understand one another,
because unitary, orthodox language
has broken dorvn. Quixote and Sancho,
the Shandy brothers, Mr and Mrs Kare-
nin: their novels are the comedy (or the
drama) of their misunderstandings.
lmpose a unitary language: you kill the
novel, but you also kill the society." He

then poses the question I have been
asking myself throughout my life as a

writer: can he religious mentalitg sur-
uiue oulside of religious dogma and
ltit'rarchg? Which is to say: can art be
the third principle that mediates
between the material and spiritual
worlds: might it by "swallowing" both
worlds, offer us something new, some-
thing that might even be called a secu-
lar definition of transcendence? I

Literoture isthe one ploce in
ony society where, within
the secrecy of our own

heods, we con heorvoices
tolking obout evelything in

every p'ossible woy. The
reoson for ensuring thot

privileged oreno is
preserved is not thot writers
wont the obsolute freedom

to soy ond do whotever theY
pleose.

believe it can. I believe it must. And I

believe that, at its best, it does.

What I mean by transcendence is

that flight of the human spirit outside
the confines of its material, physical
existence which all of us. secular or reli-
gious, experience on at least a few
occasions. Birth is a moment of tran-
scendence which we spend our lives
trying to understand. The exaltation of
the act of love, the experience of joy and
very possibly the moment of death are
other such moments. The soaring qual-
ity of transcendence, the sense of being
more than oneself, of being in some
way joined to the whole of life, is by its
nature short-lived. Not even the vision-
ary or mystical experience ever.lasts
very long. lt is for art to caPture that
experience, to offer it to, in the case of
literature, its readers; to be, for a secu-
lar, materialist culture, some sort of
replacement for what the love of god
offers in the world of faith.

It is important that wc understand
how profoundly we all feel the needs
that religion, down the ages, has satis-
fied. I would suggest these needs are s["--
three types: firstly, the need to be given
an articulation of our half-glimpsed
knowledge of exaltation, of awe, of won-
der; life is an awesome experience, and
religion helps us understand why.life so
often makes us feel small, by telling us
what we are smal/er than; and, contrar-
iwise, because we also have a sense of
being special, of being chosen, religion
helps trs by telling us what we have
been chosen by, and what for. Second-
ly, we need answers to the unanswer-
able: how did we get here? How did
"here" get here in the first place? ls this,
this brief life, allthere is? How can it be?
What would be the point of that? And,
thirdly, we need codes to live by, "rules

for every damn thing". The idea of god
is at once a repository for our awestruck
wonderment at life and an answer to the
great questions of existence, and a rule-
book, too. The soul needs all these
explanations, but explanations of the
heart.

It is also important to understand
how often the language of secular,
rationalist materialism has failed to
answer these needs. As we witness the
death of communism in central
Europe, we cannot fail to observe the
deep religious spirit with which so many
of the makers of these revolutions are
imbued, and we must concede that it is
not only a particular political ideology
that has failed, but the idea that men
and women could ever define them-
selves in terms that exclude their spirit-
ual needs.

It seems obvious, but relevant, to
point out that in all the countries now
moving towards freedom, art was

repressed as viciously as was religion.
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That the Czech revolution began in the
theatres and is led by a writer is proof
that people's spiritual needs, more than
their material needs, have driven the
commissars from power.

What appears plain is that it will be a
very long time before the peoples of
Europe will accept any ideology that
claims to have a complete, totalised
explanation of the world. Religious faith,
profound as it is, must surely remain a
private mafter. This rejection of totali-
sed explanations is the modern condi-
tion. And this is where the novel,
created to discuss the fragmentadon of
truth, comes in.

The film director Luis Bunuel used
to say: "l would give my life for a man
who is looking for the truth. But lwould
gladly kill a man who thinks he has
found the truth." (This is what we used
to call a joke, before killing people for
their ideas returned to the agenda.)The
elevation of the quest for the Crail over
the Grail itself, the acceptance that all
that is solid has melted into air, that
reality and morality are not givens but
imperfect human constructs, is the
point from which fiction begins.

lmagine this. You wake up one
morning and find yourself in a large,
rambling house. As you wander
through it you realise it is so enormous
that you will never know it all. ln the
house are people you know. family
members, friends, lovers. colleagues;
also many strangers. The house is full
of activity: conflicts and seductions. cel-
ebrations and wakes. At some point you
realise there is no way out. You find that
you can accept this. The house is not
what you'd have chosen, it's in fairly bad
condition. the corridors are often full of
bullies, but it will have to do. Then one
day you enter an unimportant-looking
linle room. The room is empty, but
there are voices in it, voices that seem
to be whispering just to you. You reco-
gnise some of the voices, others are

completely unknown to you. The voices
are talking about the house, about
everyone in it, about everything that is
happening and has haPPened and
should happen. Some of them sPeak
exclusively in obscenities. Some are

bitchy. Some are loving. Some are fun-
ny. Some are sad. The most interesting
voices are all these things at once. You
begin to go to the room more and more
often. Slowly you realise that most of
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the people in the house use such
rooms sometimes. Yet the rooms are all
discreetly positioned and unimportant-
looking.

Now imagine that you wake up one
morning and you are still in the large
house, but allthe voice-rooms have dis-
appeared. lt is as if they have been
wiped out. Now there is nowhere in the
whole house where you can go to hear
voices talking about everything in every
possible way. There is nowhere to go
for the voices that can be funny one
minute and sqd the next, that can
sound raucous and melodic in the
course of the same sentence. Now you
remember: there is no way out of this
house. You look into the eyes of the
people in the corridors family, Iovers,
friends, colleagues, strangers, bullies,
priests. You see the same thing in eve-

rybody's eyes. How do we get out of
here? lt becomes clear that the house is
a prison. People scream, and pound the
walls. Men arrive with guns. The house
begins to shake. You do not wake up.
You are already awake.

Literature is the one place in any
society where, within the secrecy of our
own heads, we can hear uoices talking
about euergthing in euerg possible
tuag. The reason for ensuring that that
privileged arena is preserved is not that
writers want the absolute freedom to
say and do what ever they please. lt is
that we, all of us, readers and writers
and citizens and generals and godrnen,
need that little, unimportant-looking
room. We do not need to call it sacred,
but we do need to remember that it is
necessary.

"Everybody knows," wrote Saul Bel-
low in 'The Adventures Of Augie Mar-
ch', "there is no fineness or accuracy of
suppression. lf you hold down one
thing, you hold down the adjoining."
Wherever in the world the little room of
literature has been closed, sooner or
later the walls have come tumbling
town.

Extracted from Salma. t Rushdie's Her-
beft Read Memorial Lecture, deliuered
on his behalf bg Harold Pinter, at the
lnstitute of ContemPorarg Arls.

Mon's copocity for juslice mokes democ-
rocy possible. bul mon's inclinolion lo
iniuslice mokes democrocy necessory.

- Relnhold Nelbuhr
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lmparfect, but Still a Dernocracy
Frce lndia: 45 Years After

INDIA'S DEMOCRACY - AN ANALY-
SIS OF CHANGING STATE.SOCIETY
REL"ATIONS edited by Atul Kohli: Ori-
ent Longman, New Delhi; 1991; pp.
334: Rs. 110

Indlde Democracy
ll.rcriodfit Lldai,

PHh, Aful Korut

lndia's success in maintaining dem-
ocratic institutions for over four dec-
ades in the face of mass poverty,
runaway population groMh and a strife-
ridden. backward society has always
excited the curiosity of social scientists.
The large number of books on this sub-
ject. written by both Indian and foreign
scholars, testify to this. This book under
review is a valuable addition to this cor-
pus. lt brings together eight papers pre-
sented at a conference on "lndia's
Democracy" held at the Princeton Uni-
versity (USA) in March 1985. The book
was first published in 19BB and this sec-
ond edition carries an epilogue cover-
ing developments during Rajiv Candhi's
prime ministership.

ln thb editorial introduction, Atul
Kohli (Assistant Professor of Politics e,
lnternational Affairs at Princeton Univer-
sity) outlines the theoretical framework
of the book. After examining several
theories of democracy. Kohli formu-
lates a svnthetic perspective to ade-
quately capture the specifics of lndian

democracy. This perspective stresses
the relative autonomy of the state from
society without denying the latter a siq-
nificant role in shaping political struc-
tures and processes. The task of
empirical analysis within such a state-
society perspective is to judge the rela-
tive importance and precise mix of the
competing variables.

ThA nfbt'three essays deal'with the
institutional aspects of lndia's democra-
cy - leadership, the party system and
the military. ln his essay - 'Political
Leadership in lndia: Dimensions and
Limits" Henry Hart (Professor Emeri-
tus of Political Science, University of
Wisconsin, Madison) seeks to assess
the quality cf leadership in the post-
lndependence period. He examines the
leaders' peiformance in maintaining
institutions solving problems, integrat-
ing the nation; as also the strategies of
winning candidates and sec.uring

POwer.
He finds that key state institutions

have steadily deteriorated due to mis-
management by political leaders. Thus,
constant political interference for nar-
row personal and partisan ends has
reduced the police force to a corrupt,
brutal, factionalised and communal
agency, incapable of coping with the
ever-increasing threats to law and
order.

While institutional structures have
weakened, the virtual eclipse of concili-
ar decision-making has left top leaders
in a state of isolation. This has severely
damaged their capacity to diagnose
and resolve problems. The failure of
Nehru's China policy and of Mrs. Can-
dhi's Oaribi Halao progrdmme proves
that this is true of even strong and pop-
ular leaders.

The leadership's performance in
containing fissiparous tendencies has
also declined as the spirit of pluralism
and accommodation has given way to
centralism and ham-handedness.

This should be evident from a com-
parison of the Centre s successful neu-
tralisation of Tamil nationalism in the

Alul Kohli

Atul Kohli is Assistont Profes-
sor of Politics ond lnternotionol
Affoirs of Princeton University.
His publicotions include The
Stote ond Poverty in lndio: The
Politics of Reform (Combridge
University Press, 1987) ond on
edited volume, The Stole ond
Development in lhe lhird
World (Princeton University
Press, 4986). He is currently writ-
ing o book tenlolively entitled,
Erosion of Authority in lndio: A
Study or PoliticolChonge. He is
the Review Arlicle Editor of
World Politics.

1960s, and its current inability to defuse
the ongoing crisis in Punjab.Elections
have lost their vital democratic func-
tions of giving mandates and of testing
and training leaders, due to the practice
of nominating pliant politicians to posi-
tions of power, which has become
common since Mrs. Candhi's time. The
institutional route to power 

- 
gradual

climbing, through party and govern-
ment posts - is increasingly being
replaced by dynastic succession and
charismatic appeals to voters.

Prof. Hart makes the following sug-
gestions to resolrve the leadership crisis
facing the country: a reconstruction of
the institutions of politics and govern-
ment, economic liberalisation to lighten
the burdens of the state machinery and
a national service programme for the
youth, to foster a new generation of
leaders.

This is a somewhat unoriginal but
competent treatrnent of a familiar
theme. However, it fails to give art ade-
quately nuanced account of the chang-
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ing social bases, career profiles and
political orientations of successive gen-
erations of leaders. Hence it has an air
of distance and woodenness.

James Manor (Professor 6 Fellow at
the lrrstitute of Development Stuclies,
Universi$ of Sussex) exarirines the
decay of the party system in his essay -.,parties and the parr.y System.,' He
divides lndia's parly politics into four
phases. During the first phase from
1947 to 1967 a "dominant party sys-
tem" prevailed. lt was characterised by
free competition among several parties,
with the lndian National Congress
enjoying a dominant position. The
strength of the Congress lay in its inter-
nally differentiated structure, respon-
siveness to opposition parties and a
capacity to accommodate 

":verse 
inter-

ests.

The 1967 elections in which the
Congress lost power in six states and its
subsequent split in 1969 marked the
beginning of the second phase. The
Congress lost its dominance and the
party system became more competi-
tive, especially at the state level. One
unsavoury consequence of this greater
fluidity was the politics of defection.
Despite its victory in the 1971 election,
the Congress was greatly weakened by
Mrs. Candhi's confrontationist attitude
to the Opposition and her tendency to
centralise power within the party and
encourage factionalism. The Emergen-
cy (1975-77 ) dealt a further blow to the
party.

Reviewed by
Mongesh Kulkorni

The victory of the Janata Party in the
1977 election marked the inauguration
of the third phase. The Janata experi-
ment which lasted till 1979 proved both
the rewards and fragility of opposition
unity. lts failure brought the Congress
back to pwoer in the 1980 election. This
phase witnessed the declining credibili-
ty of partips as effective instruments of
governance and the turning away of
people to non-party forms of organisa-
tion and mobilisation as in Assam and
Punjab.

The return of the Congress to Power
did not stem but further aggravated its
organisatior,al decline. A new and dis'

concerting development was the calcu-
lated move of Mrs. Candhi towards a
Hindu chauvinist position as an elector-
al strategy. It had disastrous conse-
quences in Punjab and Kashmir. The
assassination of /t'lrs. Gandhi and the
victory of the Congress under Rajiv
Candhi's leadership in the subsequent
election in 1984 heralded a new phase.
Rajiv's talk of re-vitalising and cleansing
the parg created a brief euphoria. Prof.
Manor evinces cautious optimism.
Later developments have justified the
caution.

The author has adequately captured
the changing political dynamics of the
party system and especially of the Con-
gress. However, his division of party pol-
itics into four phases is not entirely
convincing. Thus, it is not clear why
1984 should be regarded as heralding a
major change. ln retrospect, the period
from 1980 to 1989 shows a continuous
pattern broken in the latter year through
the onset of the first minority govern-
ment at the Centre.

In his essay - "The Military and lndi-
an Democracy" - Stephen Cohen {Pro-
fessor of Political Science, University of
lllinois) examines the continuity and
change in the political role of the armed
forces. Considering the proneness of
Third World countries to military rule,
the political neutrality of the military in
lndia, remains a major achievement.
This can be traced both to the British
legacy and the policy framework creat-
ed by Nehru.

Unfortunately, developments in the
post-Nehru phase have greatly weak-
ened the conditions necessary for keep-
ing the military aloof from politics. The
increasing use of the army to curb civil
disorder, arbitrary political interference
in top appointments and the alienation
of the Sikhs (especially after Operation
Bluestar) are the most striking of the
adverse trends. They bode ill at a time
when the officer corps shows unprecee-
dented vulnerability to the lure of cor-
ruption and to political pressures. The
overall decline of the political system
makes matters worse.

On the credit side, the structure of
the civil-military system is fundamental-
ly sound and the military openly dis-
misses the idea of governing lndia's
complex and sprawling pclity. Prof.
Cohen's obiter dictum about a switch-
over to the presidential system increas-

ing the likelihood of the politicisation of
the military, is noteworthy. On the
whole, this is an informative and bal-
anced, if slightly prolix, analysis of an
important topic which has not received
the kind of scholarly scrutiny it deserves
at the hands of lndian political scien-
tists.

The next two essays delineate the
changing contours of ethnic politics in
Assam and Punjab, within a broad,
national context. Jyotirindra Das Gupta
(Professor of Political Science, Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley) focuses on
the developmental implications of eth-
nic mobilisation in his essay - 

"Ethnic-
ity, Democracy and Development in
lndia - Assam in a General Perspec-
tive". He points out that contrary to con-
ventional 'wisdom, the process of
development sharpens ethnic cleav-
ages. In a multi-ethnic country like lndia
which has followed a state led path of
development, this generates ethnic
movements demanding a larger share
of the economic pie from the govern-
ment. The answer lies in satisfying
these demands without unduly strain-
ing the national resources.

Such an 'inclusionary' strategy was
used by the centre in dealing with the
movements for regional autonomy in
the 1950s and the 1960s. The resulting
linguistic reorganisation of states facili-
tated overall national integration as also
empowerment of non-Brahmin caste
groups and economic development in
the newly formed states. The switch-
over to an 'exclusionary' strategy in the
next decade exacerbated ethnic ten-
sions in several parts of the country.
Assam is a case in point.

The neglect of the long-standing
demands of the native Assamese for
control of the state's natural resources,
special assistance for poverly eradica-
ilon and greater representation in the
administration generated a militant
movement in the late 1970s under the
leadership of the All Assam Students
Union and the All Assam Cana San-
gram Parishad. lts immediate target
was the Muslim immigrants from Ban-
gladesh. The centre's policy of 'divide

and rule' culminated in the Nellie mas-
sacre and the Pyrrhic victory of the Con-
gress in the 1983 state election. The
Assam accord signed by Rajiv Candhi
in 1985 and the subsequent electoral
success of the Assam Cana Parishad
signalled a belated return to the 'inclu-
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sionary' strategy.
Prof. Das Gupta's distinction

between the 'inclusionary' and ,exclu_

sionary' strategies, though valid, is
unoriginal. His assertion of a positive
correlation between the reorganisation
cf states and development, nieds sub-
stantiation. His reservations regarding
the econonric costs of the 'incluiionary=
strategy and its tendency to incite sub-
regional ethnic tension (recent develop-
ments in Assam amply bear this out)
seem more convincing.

ln his essay 
- 

"The Punjab Crisis
and the Unity of lndia" - 

paul Brass
(Professor of Political Science t, South
Asian Studies, Oniversity of Washing-
ton) echoes the 'inclusionary'/
'exclusionary' dichotomy. He argues
that in the first two decades after lnde-
pendence ' ethrl'' - demandS. were
accommodated successfully in keeping
with a set of 'unwritten rules'. Thus, only
the secular, non-secessionist and rea-
sonable demands of a group were con-
ceded with due regard to the
competing demands of other groups.

The abandoning of these rules,
together with the centralisation of
power and arbitrary intervention in state
politics since 1970 caused some old,
unresolved demands and new ones to
combine in an explosive fashion. This is
precisely what happened in Punjab.
When the Sikh movement for autono-
my gained momentum in 1960-61
Nehru and the state Congress leader
Kairon strengthened the moderate and
secular movement leader Sant Fateh
Singh against his extremist rival Master
Tara Singh. Kairon enjoyed consider-
able leeway. Eventually the Punjabi
Suba was conceded in 1966. The
'unwritten rules' were observed in this
period.

Developments in the early 1980s
saw a reversal of this pattern. Sant Bhin-
dranwale 

- a revivalist preacher 
- was

supported by the Congress to undercut
the Akali Dal. The Home Minister. Zail
Singh, also used Bhindranwale as a
counterweight to his factional rival Dar-
bara Singh who was the Chief Minister
of Punjab. Zail Singh and Sanjay Can-
dhi condoned his criminal activities.
They belatedly realised their folly when
he took sanctuary in the Colden Tem-
ple and began to support terrorist
groups demanding a sovereigrr state of
Khalistan.

During the 1982-83 negotiations
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with the Akali Dal, Mrs. Candhi con_
ceded their religious demands and not
the secular ones (relating to problems
left unresolved in 1966) such as the
transfer of Chandigarh. The tragic con-
sequences 

- Operation Bluestar and
Mrs. Candhi's assassination 

- are well-
known. lt was onlir irr the ill-fated Rajiv-
Longowal accord of 1985 that itre
secular demands were incorporated.

Though the ground covered by prof.
Brass, as well as his analysis are familar,
what one admires is his fine-grained
portrayal of the intricacies of party and
factional politics leading upio the cur-
rent crisis in the beleagured state of
Punjab.

'fhe last three essays examine vari-
ous aspects of the role played by class,
caste and tribal forrnations in lndian
politics: ln a tightly argued essay "Dom.,
inant Proprietary Classes and lndia's
Democracy" Pranab Bardhan (Profes-
sor of Economics, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley) explains the correlation of
class forces underlyirrg lndian democ-
racy. He views the industrial capitalists,
rich farmers, white-collar workers and
professiorrals as almost equally strong
'dominant proprietory classes.'

Thesc classes have maintained
democratic processes as they enable
them to maintain their tacit coalition
through mutual adjustment and strate-
gic alliances with large lower class/
ethnic groups. The Congress system in
particular provided a resilient mecha-
nism to this coalition for conflict man-
agement and transactional
negotiations. However, this mechanism
broke down in the 1970s and the eco-
nomic costs of the coalition's ruling
strategy began to mount.

The poliferation of subsidies and
grants to placate alliance partners, the
brokerage fees charged by political
middlemen and the increasing cost of
containing the restive lower classes cut
into the 'surplus' available for public
capital formation, Public sector ineffi-
ciency, political instability and a crisis of
legitimacy were the results. The ruling
coalition's authoritarian strategy, mani-
fested in the Emergency, could not
cope with the situation. The new eco-
nomic policy seeking to increase pro-
ductivity through the dismantling of
many of the old patronage structures is
the currently favourite solution.

Prof. Bardhan s insightful, if some-

what overschematic essay lays bare the
class dynamics of lndian politics. His
emphasis on the far from immaculate
conception of the new economic policy
and the roadblocks it faces 

- opposi-
tion of the agrarian lobby and the spec-
tre of unemployment 

- is particularly
aPt.

Francine Frankel (Professor of Politi-
cal Science & South Asian Studies, rlni-
versity of Pennsylvania) takes up the
vexed issue of reservations for the
Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in her
essay - 

"Middle Classes and Castes in
Indian Politics: Prospects for Political
Accommodation." The OBCs, who
occupied an intermediate position
between the 'hvice-born' Forward
Castes (FCs) and the untouchables in
the traditional caste hierarchy began to
pose a challenge to the.socio-politicat. ,

domination of the FCs only in the early
decades of this century. Reservations in
educational institutions and govern-
ment services have served as a major
weapon in their ongoing struggle.

The author traces the contrasting
patterns of OBC politics in the South
(Tamil Nadu & Andhra Pradesh) and
the North (U.P. and Bihar). Traditionally,
Brahmins, who constituted only 3% of
the population were the only sizeable
'twice-born' caste group in the South.
Their share of landed property was rela-
tively low. However, during the British
period they went to the cities, took up
English education and began to domi-

The demonds mode by
lndio's vorious socio-
economic groups ore likely
to increose os democrocy
continues to spreod
throughout o rigid hierorchi-
col society. Yet effective
democrotic government
requires thot citizen octivism
be chonneled through
coherent institutions, ond it is
for from certoin thot institu-
tionol development will be
oble to keep up with the
proliferotion of populor
demonds.
AIUL KOHLI in 'lndion Democrocy: Slress
ond Resilience', Journol ol Democrocy,
Jonuory 1992



nate the professions and government
services.

This, together with the Brahmin's
blatant assertion of status superiority
began to irk the upper strata of the
OBCs such as the Vellalas in Madras
Presidency. They took the lead in orga-
nising the OBCs to press for resena-
tions by forming the Justice Party in
1916. The success of this initiative and
the setting up of a similar, more broad-
based party (Dravida Kazhagam) by
Naicker in 1944 generated a momen-
tum which culminated in the political
hegemony of the successor parties 

-DMK and AIDMK - in Tamil Nadu after
1967. ln Andhra Pradesh the OBCs
have secured political representation
and reservations through i' : Congress
and the Telugu Desam.

The southern pattern of mobilisation
has primarily benefited the OBC elites.
It has in no way challenged the deep-
rooted structures of ecohomic domi-
nance which oppress the OBC
massses. ln the absence of basic
reforms, such as altering the paftern of
land ownership, the masses have had to
survive on the crumbs of populist wel-
fare measures.

OBC mobilisation was hampered in
the North due to the greater diversity
and proportion (20% in UP and 14% in
Bihar) of the FCs (Brahmins, Thakurs,
Bhumihars. Rajputs) and the latter's
stranglehold on landed property. The
OBCs were weak, divided and depend-
ent on the FCs. This situation continued
even after lndeper.rdence as the domi-
nant party - the Congress - was con-
trolled by the FCs. However, the
abolition of Zamindari in the 1950s
strengthened the OBCs and they began
to organise.

The defeat of the Congress in 1967
created an opening for the political
assertion of the OBCs, which culminat-
ed in the victory of the pro-OBC Janata
Party in 1977. They secured reserva-
tions in both U.P. and Bihar in this peri-
od. Though, the return of the Congress
in 1980 was a set-back, the Mandal
Commission Report submitted in the
same year (recommending 27 7o reser -

vations for OBCs in the Central govern-
ment) creited the possibility of a pan -lndian OBC mobilisation against upper
caste hegemony.

The author views the realisation of
this possibility as the beclinning of far-
reaching changes in the distribution of

power and status prevailing in the coun-
try. ln view of her own convincing dem-
onstration of the manner in which the
route of reservations has led to populist
cooptation in the South and consider-
ing the tortuous course of the struggle
over the implementation of the t\andal
Commission Report, this optimism
seems misplaced.

Qhanshyam Shah (Director, Centre
for Social Studies, Surat) analyses a
variety of mass movements in his essay

- 
"Crass-Roots Mobilization in Indian

Politics." These movemenls result from
the inability of the existing institutional
structure to articulate the demands of
tlre numerous oppressed strata. The
author divides them into two categories:
ethnic and economic. The first category
inclucies struggles launched by OBCs,
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Sched-
uled Tribes (STs).

The OBCs and SCs resorted first to
sanskritisation and then to political
mobilisation centering on the demand
for reservations to improve their posi-
tion. The relative success of the latter
strategy must be weighed aeairrst its
woefully limited contributi<.rn to the
uplift of the OBC/SC masses. The STs
have expressed their alienation and
anger against exploitation through
secessionist movements in the North-
East (eg Nagaland) and movements for
autonomy as in the 'Jharkhand' region.
These have been contained through a

combination of repression and
appeasement.

Agricultural labourers and small
farmers constitute a large majority of
the rural poor. They suffer exploitation
at the hands of the affluent landed
elites. Their struggle for land. higher
wages and an end to exploitation was
supported by the Communist Party in
the 1940s and the Naxalites in the
1960s. Neither could sustairr the mili-
tancy or make long-lasting changes on
a significant scale. The state has
responded through repression. cosmct-
ic land reforms and rural development
programmes. The agrarian sub-
proetariat remains high and dry.

lhe cause of this under-class and of
other marginalised groups such as
forest-dwellers and traditional fisher-
men has been taken up by a large nurn-
ber of grass-roots 'action groups in the
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1970s and the 1980s. They have sup-
ported the U.P. forest-dwellers 'Chipko
andolan' against the excessive com-
mereial felling of trees and the fisher-
men's struggle against mechanised
fishing by big business in Goa and
Kerala. However, even these non-party
groups have proved vulnerable to the
overall ruling class strategy of suppres-
sion nd cooptation.

By adopting a 'loose' definition of
grass-roots mobilisation, Prof. Shah
casts his net Wide to capture disparate
strands of mass politics. The result is a
certain lack of analytical rigour and
depth. But the depressing picture of the
subaltern"predicament which, ernerges
from this essay should have a salutary
effect on the starry-eyed champions of
lndia's march towards globalisation and
capitalist affluence.

ln the last two chapters, the editor
draws together the various threads of
the individual contributions and exam-
ines certain significant political develop-
ments in the late 1980s. The major
conclusion to which the book leads is

the combination of
de-institutionalisation and the increas-
ing demands made by mobilised
groups on the state has brought about
a crisis of democratic governability in
lndia. Events since the book was first
published - the growing menace of
terrorism in Punjab and Kashmir, the
Ayodhya dispute and the spreading ten-
tacles of the Hindu chauvinist B.JP, the
violent Mandal agitations, discord over
the New Economic Policy and succes-
sion of minority governments at the
Centre - amply confirm this diagnosis.

Though slightly dated and not with-
out gaps (there is no independent dis-
cussion of communication and the
women's movement does not even find
a mention) the book seryes as a useful
introduction to important aspects of the
state-society interaction and its implica-
tions for democratic politics in lndia. As
such, it rnay be of particular interest to
political scientists, sociologists, journal-
ists and social activists.

MR. MANCESH KOLKARNI is Lecturer in
Politics. SNDT Women's Oniversity, Bombay.
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opposed many well-meaning reforms
because he had apprehensions that
reforms would cause anarchy.

Mr. Mandlik, like his younger con-
temporaries took to modem education
after receiving some exposure to tradi-
tional instruction. Subsequently he
joined the educationalservice. Later he
passed the High Court Pleaders exami-
nation and began his legal practice in
Bombay. During this period he wrote a
number of articles on different subjects
and"sterted h i s own new€p.Ep€ r N4{,r-u€, -o. -.. . .,. -
Opinion to educate lndians on social,
political and economic matters and
provide them with a platform to publish
their own views on important issues. ln
1,874, he .was. nominated.. to the
Bombay Legislative Council which he
served till 1884. ln 1884 Lord Ripon
nominated him to the lmperialCouncil.
During this period his scholarly
achievements were recognised and
along with Bhau Daji Lad he laid the
foundations of historical and
lndological researches in lndia.

Steering a middle course between
reform and orthodory, Mandlik defend-
ed the Hindu faith against the Christian
onslaught. While not opposed to social
reforms he wanted to reform Hinduism
without harming Hindus. He supported
female education but was no supporter
of the Age of Consent bill. He opposed
Malbari's efforts and gave ridiculous
reasons in his dread of sudden social
change. He opposed Rakhmabai's
stand against her husband (wanting
separation) on the ground that this
would disturb the sacred institution of
marriage among the Hindus. He was of
the view that an alien government
should not enact laws in matters social
and religious.

An ardent and staunch nationalist,
his speeches and writings showed his
deep love for his country. For securing
the rights of the lndians he advocated
constitutional agitation through well-
organised political associations and
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Mr. V.N. Mandlik (1833-89) was an
important social and political leader of
19th century Maharashtra, in many
respects a precursor of the extremist
leader Lokamanya Tilak. He forcefully
expressed his views on contemPorary
social, educational, economic and polit-
ical issues. But students of modern
Indian history have neglected his
contributions.

The book is divided into eight chap-
ters including an appraisal. Mr. Mandlik
was essentially a conservative who did
not want sudden changes. He did not
approve those reformers who wanted to
plan society on rational foundations
instead of allowing it evolve naturally,
unconsciously, drawing nourishment
from the deep roots of tradition.

Mandlik was typical of the
Maharashtrian reformation movement
and adopted the moderate path of
reform. All of them worked on the line
of least social resistance and were no
iconoclasts. But even among them V.N.

Mandlik was a conservative and
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Dr (Mrs) Vorsho Shirgoonkor
teoches in lhe Deportment of
History. Romnoroin Ruio Coi-
lege, Bomboy. Her doctorol
dissertotion wos on "Conservo-
tism in Mohoroshtro: Vishvono-
th Noroyon Mondlik".

She contributes to the Quor-
terly Journols published by the
Mythic Society (Bongotore)
ond the Bhorot ltihos Somsho-
dhon Mqndol (Pune).

Dr. Shirgoonkor's field of
int6iest is nineteenth century
Mohqroshtro.

played a key-role in reviving and revitali-
sing the Bombay Association in 1867.
He was also a prominent member of
the Bombay branch of the East lndia
Association founded by Dadabhai. He
also worked in the Bombay Presidency
Association. He was sympathetic to
freedom movements in the different
parts of the world. He took part in the
activities of the Congress parly but by
and large he was apathetic to it,

because it tried to bypass his friend Mr.
S.N. Banerjea. lt is rightly pointed by Dr.
Shirgaonkar that Mandlik might not
have liked Hume's paternalistic attitude
towards lndians and the 'safety valve'
theory of the origin of the Congress.
Had he lived longer he would perhaps
have joined the ranks of the extremists.

Mandlik wrote many articles and
papers on lndia's economic affairs. He
hetd the view that the root cause of
lndia's poverty and backwardness was
the drain of her wealth by her colonial
masters. Therefore, he advocated the
cause of Su,radashi. He supported the
rights of f0-rots and hence he opposed
the bilt that sought to regulate the lftoti
system. Dr. Shirgaonkar has rightly
pointed out that apart from his social
conservatism, his feudalistic interest
also played a key role in his opposition.
As a matter of fact, the bill was intro-

duced for the betterment of the cultiva-
tors. Mandlik also opposed the lndian
Factories Act 1881 which put restric-
tions on child labour. He thought that its
passage would hurt the growing cofton
industry. He even saw a Manchester
hand behind this bill. Thus Mandlik was
a nationalist who opposed the drain of
lndian wealth abroad yet he was oblivi-
ous of the plight of peasants and work-
ers who suffered under the new forces
released by colonial rule.

Mandlik was a great supporter of
Lord Ripon and his local seli govern-
ment proposals. He showed a marked
preference for the Western democratic
system of government and took part in
the civic affairs of Bombay city. He was
a Justice of the Peace of the Bombay
Municipal Cofporatiori and often
resented the wasteful expenditure of
municipal finances. He was prophetic in
condemning the commencement of
the Backbay works as the beginning of

the ruin of Bombay, physically, morally,
and a6ove all politically. These works he
thought would disturb the ecological
balance of Bombay. ln 1879, he was
elected Chairman of the Bombay
Municipal Corporation and played an
important role in the civic affairs of the
city. Mandlik had great faith in village
panchayats. lle |reld that rnurricipal
feelings were deeply rooted in lndian
minds and that the village communities
were little republics and were the most
abiding of lndian institutions. He was an
advocate of local antonomy.

Dr Varsha Shirgaonkar has done a
great service by putting together the diF
ferent strands in the social and political
ideas of V.N. Mandlik. She has a good
command over the subject and her crit-
ical comments enhance the value of the
wciik.

DR ASHOK S. CHO0SALKAR is Reader.
Department of Political Science. Shivaji
Oniversity, Kolhapur. Hit research interest is on
modern Maharashtra.
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}VE KEEP PACE WITH CHANGING TII.IES.
(cAN WE SAy WE'RE'T!HE'-TESTED?)

From the day DHL introduced the courier business in lndia, we've kept pace with the latest in technology and
computer systems, to provide you speedy, reliable services. Our data communication network gives comprehensive
details regarding your consagnment; and our two-way radio systems help us respond much faster to your pick-up
calls. ln fact, our officc at most maior cities work 24 hours a day, responding to your calls around-the-clock. Of
course, we'll deliver your urgent packages, large or small, urgently, desk-to-desk just about anywhere in lndia,
Over the yea6, we've built a wide-reaching network in lndia, with connections to oyer 70,0(X) destinations
worldwide. So if you need to send anything, from product samples and documents to export consiSnments, call us

for an immediate pick-up. We'll deliver - in the shortert possible time.

Bombay Tel: 2044055 o Delhr Tel. 6864590. Calcutta Tel: 222174. Yad(asTel: 8254 102 I
Our 24-hour numbers: Bombay Tel:)673548/49. Delhr Tel: 6864590 t=)gt :
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Since July l9XJ, the presenr
Governmenr in Delhi has clearly dem-
onstratd *rat it does not wish to be
"meddlesome". Bm this demonstra-
tion welcome though it is, comes, not
from conviction but from the comput-
sions ofsaving India from bankruptcv.
Ancl anything that does not come from
conviction could easily change.

The beneficiaries of 'Nehruvian
S<xialism - the corrupr politicians
(in all politicd panies), rhe corrupt
bureaucras, the corrupr businesi-
men, the corrupr and power hungry
trade union leaders have much to
lose. Thq's'ill not give up their fight
easily. Thev n'ill (indeed they alreadl,
are rying ro) fool the people into
believing that the currenr problems of
high prices and unemploymenr are
due to the liberalisarion process when
in realiry ir is a direo consequence of
40 years of 'l.lehruvian Social ism.'

we need to counrer rhis propagan-
da with truth. A massive etron ir [ub-lic education is re<1uired. We at
freedom Frrs promise t<_r do our bir.

We need your suppon ro
o increase the frequency of publica-

tion and,
o reach a wider readership.

YOU COTJLD
enrol as a Life subscriber for a
mere Rs.400/-

help secure advenismenls frrr
Freedom First

donate to the Freedom First
Foundation.

Do s'rite t() us at

Freedom Flrst
4th Floor, Maneckil Vadta Bldg.
127 ltahatma Gandhl Road,
Bombay 4OO 021.
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