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corruption. Fwblic wnrality and character kaue reacked o, oill-
time low.
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day-to-day liues of our people. \frlnilt the people's initiatiue kas
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instability.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES...
some readcrs asked us h,hy we werc not carrying any arlicles on the compre-

hensivc Tcst IJan Trcaty, bcltcr known as the' CI'llT n,hich lndia has rcfuscd to sign.
Quite frankly, r,"e fclt that in thc context of the many concerns facing India, lhe crBT
lvas a pcriphcral issue. Wc could wc'll bc askcd: How can the threat of deslruction of
the univcrsc itsclf by a nuclcar holocaust bc evcn rcmotcly tcrrncd pcriphcral? We do
not for a momcnt undcrcstimate the dcvastating effects of nuclear warfare. But when
alnrost evcry counlry has the know-how of nuclear tcchnology, the doctrine of nuclear
detcrrancc has lost its rclcvancc, hcncc' thc prirnary task is to work towards a world
frge of barricrs however romantic or idc.alistic this may sound. Mr. Bankeshwar, one
of lhe thrcc who has contributcd to this discussion has perhaps characterised the CTBT
corrcctly as an cxcrcisc in futility flowever, we have yielded to 'popular dcmand' and
featured the CI'B'I' as this issue's cover story.

It has givcn us much plcasurc to carry contributions on four eminent pcrsonalitics,
trvo of thcm (C. Rajagopalachari and Annic Bcsant) in politics and two othcrc, (the
husband and wifc tcam of Slrri Sadasivam and Smt. Subbalakshmi) in the realm of
music. No ISO 9000 could have produccd for us people of tl'rcir eminence and accom-
plishment!

In our ongoing mission lo promote the values of libcralism, we carry an essay
on libcralism in India by Mr. Sharad Joshi, who has taken over the lcadership of the
libcral movement in India from Mr. Minoo Masani.

And, as our tribute to the stcadfastness to freedom and human dignity shown
by the liberal Fricdrich Naumann Foundation by its refusal to yield to communist
Chincse pressure to abandon a confercnce on Tibct held in Germany we carry a report
of that confcrcnce.

Editor.
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends
'Tis not too late to seek a ,tewer world" - Tennyson

It is quite wrong that any top establishment man
should take his family on business trips. Such a happening
can take place only in a banana republic.

Editorial in The Afternoon Despntch & Courier, November 22

What is it that makes people like K. Karunakaran, P.
Chidambaram, G. K. Moopanar and faffer Sharief go and
prostrate themselves at Sonia Gandhi's doorstep ?

Tavleen Singh, Tlre Indian Eryress, May 1.2

If economic liberalisation is tcaching us how to man-
age joint ventures, political liberalisation may now teach
us how to manage coalitions. It is part of our continuing
love affair with democracy.

Gurucharan Das, Ilre Tinrcs of Indin, May "12

What Karunanidhi had
introduced on a cottage indus-
try scale, was turned into a
multinational scale by Jaya-
lalitha. (The reference was to
corrtrption under their respec-
tive regimes)

The Indian Etpress, May 12

I can hardly find a signifi-
cant political d if ference between
a conservative social democrat
and a social-democratic conser-
vative. Both.have an ambigu-
ous attitude towards individual
freedom and self-responsibility.

Dr. Otto Count Lambsdorff,
London Acrogranue, lune 1996.

There is something in the Indian psyche that tends
to celebrate hrrmiliation and defeat, institr,rtionalising it in
our collective national memory. Victory is a forgettable
oddity, an amoral one at that.

Shekhar Gupta dc'ploring the fact that Inclia has forgotlen
the 20,000 Indians who were killed in the Bangladcsh War

of 7971, Indi:ut F.tltress, Dt-cembcr 3.

Corruption among Indian burcaucrats ntatttrcs with
age.

Quotcd from the book Errorr3lr ir- Ertorrgh bv Mr. Amrit Lal
rn Contmon Causc, Vol.XV No.3

Frecdom Firsl 2

The arrest of Chandraslvami and his incarceration in
Tihar should to a grL.at extent bring down the credibility
of godmen.

Busybee in The Afternoon Despntch tt Courier, May 6

Everyone aspires for the prime ministerial chair. Once
there, evcryone also trics to ensure his or her own political
longevity and survival,

Mr. Artrn Nehru, I/re Piorreer, September 30

In the cmerging schcme of things in present-day India,
there are only two castcs: tl'rose in power and those out
of powcr.

Mr. Dcepak Seth of New Delhi in a letter
published in the Neursareek, July 29

COURTESY: The lndian Express, Seplember 29, 1996.

Two men, both re-
nowned corporate high
fliers and both thinking
persons - Mr. Russi Mody
and Mr. Vijaypat
Singhania - have becn
made to eat humble pie
by a Government which
doesn't want to lose con-
trol and decentrilise
Power.

Mr. Cargi Parsai, The
Hirrdrr, December 5

Thcse black-robed,
wig-wearing pcople are
not saints. And they are
dcfinitcly not underpaid.

N4 rs rvla r g'a r u t 
il J i'ilii' Lr,[:"':"jii, j]:*"'?l l,:, ;lJ

Indin Today, August 11

fob satisfaction and apprcciation rathcr than material
luxurics, kccp a crcative individual hoppy.Without these
the problem of brain drain cannot be solvcd.

Mr. f . V. Narlikar. Tht' Tinn:s of Indin, Atrgust 10

Thc King of Pop (Michacl Jackson), ltas ntct thc Pop

of Hindtrism (Balasahcb Thackcray), thc lattcr titlc bcing
one. that thc BJP rvould hotly contcst but in an agc of
shifting nrctirphr.rs, rvhat docs it rlattcr?

F,clitorial in lJrtsitt.'ss ltrlirl, Novcnlbcr 4
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My Friend Zamindar

Yet another friend, a valucd com-
rade in the Swatantra Party, Mr. N. C.
Zamindar passed away in fuly at
Indore. He was 73.

What I vividly recall about
Zamindar was his ever-smiling face,
a delightful sense of humour and a
serious sense of purpose. His sense of
proper conduct and an obsession with
the need for probity in public life
always made me wonder what made
him stray into party politics. The
answer - his high regard and admira-
tion for Mr. C. Rajagopalachari and
his emphasis on Dlranna.

Zamindar was an alumnus of the
Agra Universily and a Gold Medalist
at that. A voracious reader he was a
writer and novclist in Hindi with over
15 books to his credit. He delighted in
the company of intellcctuals as his
membership of a number of institu-
tions tcstify - Indiarr History Congrcss,
Indian Philosophy Congress; Indian
Law Institute, Indian PEN, Authors
Guild to mention a few. He foundcd
the Cita Samiti, thc Sansriti Kcndra
and the' Vivekananda Hostcl. Though
intcnscly rcligious, hc did not wcar
his rcligion on his slecve. I can pcrson-
ally tcstify to the fact that hc had no
usc for thc' peddlers o( Hindutun.
Though a Hindi littcratcur of no nrcan
calibrc, hc did not bclong t<-l thc tribc
that lvantcd to shove l-lindi di,rwn the
tliroats of Iliusc r* lro sp.-r],c erllre r irr-
dian languagcs.

Oclober-December 1996
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It was my privilege that he
counted me as a friend. Frectlom First
salutes a thinker and a good human
being. Our decpest condolcnces to Mrs.
Vandana Zamindar and mcmbers of
her family on thcir bercavement. We
share with them thcir sense of loss.

|ustice Delayed ...

Mr. D. H. Nanavati, Solicitor and
Supreme Court Advocate to whom
Freedotn Firsf owes much (He was our
solicitor when we went to court against
censorship during Mrs. Indira Gandhi's
Emergency) has written a letter dated

]une 10, 1996 to Freedotn Firsl founder
Mr. M. R. Masani:

"As you may recollect, you had
filed a writ petition in 7987 for per-
mission for a tclcvision station. The
matter has now come up on board
....Kindly give me your instructions in
the matter."

And thcreby hangs a tale - of
iustice denied.

The writ petition arose as a rcsult
of the Union Govcrnmcnt's rijection
of an application by Mr. M. R. Masani
and Mr. P. C. Chattcrjce (former Di-
rector Gencral of All India Radio) for
pcrmission to sct up an indepcndcnt
broadcasting station for radio and tcle.-
vision in Wcstcrn India with nrcdittnr
polvcr transnrittcrs. Dctails of tlrc
pctition wcrc publishcd in thc Octo-
bcr 1987 issrtc of Frccdom First.

Thc application for admission u'as
f ilcd by Mr. Atul Sctalvad, supportcd
by Mr. Navroz Sccrvai.

a

It took the Bombay High Court 8
ycars and 9 months to put the matter
on board. In the intervening period,
thanks to satellite communications the
audio visual media has gone through
a revolutionary transformation. It is
no longer necessary to seek the court's
intcrvcntion (which in any case was
not available to Mr. Masani and Mr.
Chatterjce) and Doordarshan and All
India Radio have lost their monopo-
lies not because wisdom, has dawned
on our politicians but because of tech-
nology.

A most recent example of how
the Ministry of Information & Broad-
casting and the Mandarins of Mandi
Housc' were shown their place was
the response of Prannoy Roy when the
Ministry and the Mandarins sought to
shift his 'News Tonight' to a late night
slot. Roy simply moved over to Star
Plus and got prime time for his

Programme.

Saudi fustice

Readers may recall the mention
in this column of the cxccution of
Indian citizcn Manickam Ramalingam.
A subscriber has sent me a Sundny
Obscrucr rcport datcd Scptember 17,

1995 (sonrcwhat datcd pcrhaps but
vcry nruch rclcvant evcn now) draw-
irrg attcntion to thc poor rolc played
by thc Indian consular scrvice in safe-
guarding thc lives of Indian citizerrs

Frccdttm Firsl 3



On September 8, 1995, sevcn
Indians - Nuwas |at Budania, Sguhan
Muli Bihai, Manful Hamram Daqa,
Wajbul Rudam, Mohammed Aoad, Raj
Kumar and Hula Saram |aghna - wcrc
bcheadcd for murder and robbcry. A
wcek later Mr. S. K. Bhatnagar, joint
secretary, Gulf, Ministry of Extcrnal
Affairs, when asked what his ministry
was doing about these executions
rcplied that the dccision (to exccute)
was that of the local administration,
and we could not do anything about
it.

And, by way of justification for
the indifferent attitude of both the
Indian Embassy in Riyadh and thc
MEA, Mr. Bhatnagar is reportcd to
have said: "It is not Indians alone that
are beheaded in Saudi Arabia. Many
other nationals have also bccn be-
headed"!

On the other hand, Amncsty In-
ternational has elpressed concern over
the incident and I'ras stressed that under
no circumstances should anybody be
given the death penalty. Amnesty
International has rccordcd that 171per-
sons have bcen executed in Saudi
Arabia. Of these, 63 are Saudi nation-
als,38 Pakistanis,22 Nigcrians, 11 In-
dians, 6 Somalis and 6 Afghans.

SVR

"Opcration fakarta"

The murky, sordid and wholly
inexcusable story of the happcnings
in Indonesia after the Scptcmbcr 30,

1965 massacrc of half a million com-
munists (some say a million) and im-
prisonnrcnt of onc atrd half ntillic)11,

whcre many still are, has now bccn
made public. All thcsc ycars the
Suharto govcrnment and the grcat
powcrs wc'rc cngagcd in onc of the
most successful 'covcr-ups' of thcse
happcnings. Thc rolc of thc U.S. in
this has bccn describcd succinctly by
one of thc most pcrccptivc str.tdcnts
of Indoncsia (Jcorgc McT. Kahin, as

'subvcrsion as forcign policy'. Anrcri-
can forcign policy in this arca fronr
thc nrid-f iftics rn,<-ruld havc dclnc crcdit
to tlrc Byzarrtine rrrctlrr-.rds t-rf Stalrrr.
Thc Eiscnhou'cr rcgirttc attcnrptccl to

Freedotn Firsl 4

'dismcmber the Indoncsian Rcpublic
and transform the governmcnt in
fakarta'. Dullcs and lke ignorcd thcir
own Ambassador in that capital by
not only funding and arming but by
extcnding acrial support as wcll and
prccipitatcd a civil war in the or"rter
islands led by colonels. The duo
prcssed thc CIA and part of the Scv-
enth Flcet into scrvicc; the rcsult was
the dcath of 30,000 Indoncsians and
thc total destruction of the naval and
air powcr of the Indonesian state as
wcll. Whcn the Indonesian govcrn-
mcnt got thc bcttcr of thc rcbcls, thc
U.S. on the one hand tricd to strcngthcn
tl're govcrnmcnt and on the othcr gave
"limitc.d support to the rc'bcls in the
still unconqucrcd north Sulawesi".
Ironically, whcn the CIA bcgan to dis-
membcr the governn'rcnt of Allcndc
in Chile it was callcd 'Opcration Ja-
karta'.

Our politicians can lcarn a thing
or two from the' manncr in which
Suharto's family controls the kcy scc-
tors of the economy - onc controlling
toll roads, anothcr thc promotion of
a car, a third to collcct taxcs on bccr,
a fourth to 'grant inrport protcction to
a petrochemical projcct". Thc close
family controllcd cconomy as wcll as

thc bureaucratic-tcchnologist statc was
ablc to attract forcign investnrcnt and
raisc thc GDP nine-fold, but all within
thc paramctcrs of a non-dcmocratic
socicty with no avenucs for cxprcs-
sion of disscnt or protcst.

Evcn as in MyanmarSuu Kyi lcads
a succcssful protcst, Mcgawati Suk-
arnoputri (daughtcr of Prcsidcnt, thc
latc Dr. Strkarno) is attcmpting to fcr-

cr,rs attcntion on rliscotrtcnt. T/rc lJirr-
drr's (Atrgust 15, 1996) comnrcnt on
thc dcvclopnrcnts is vcry appropri-
atc: "Thc currcnt ttrrmoil in Indonc'sia
must havc rudcly lvokcu up thc nrul-
tinational corporations and thcir pa-
tron govcrnnrcnt to thc rcality that a

civil sclcicty cvcn lvith a wcak gov-
crnnrcnt carr proviclc nrorc stabilit,v
and mtrcl'r unccrtainty. Thc sclf-scrr'-
ing rc'gimc of Fcrdirrand Marcos of
thc Philippincs !vhich oncc' lookcd in-
vinciblc, but was trp'rrootcd by poptr-
lar rrprising is a casc in point. 

lf S.

Dr. lndumati Parikh
Honoured

Dr. lndumati parikh, Radical
Humanist, founder of Streehitakarini
and president of the Centre for the.
Study of Social Change (CSSC) was
honoured with the prestigious Dr.
Jankidas Bajaj Award for work in the
field of children's and women's wel-
fare.

Dr. Parikh is a firm believer in the
concept ol integrated human develop-
ment. The Human Development Cam-
pus coming up in Bombay is a multi
crore effort to promote this concept in
real terms. lt is a giagantic venture
which lesser mortals would be afraid
to take on. But not Dr. Parikh. I had
known about her for many years, but
it was only in the seven of eight years
that I have had the privileg,: of being
associated in some of her activities -
and I can assure readers that it is no
longer conlined to the welfare of chil-
dren and women.

Streehitakarini is now an active
organisation recognised the world over
for its work among women. The CSSC.
has a much wider perspective. Among
its objectives are to establish and sup-
port institutions devoted to creating a
modern, humane and lree society in
lndia; promote the rational and critical
spirit relying upon scientific knowledge
and universal human values; and to
promote the values of a lree society
amongst ditferent sections of the ln-
dian people.

The Human Development Cam-
pus will house a scholars' residential
complex; a primary health care insti-
tute; a women's developmental and vo-
cational centre; a computerised docu-
mentation centre; a non-formal con-
tinuous education gallery and a public
library, to mention only a lew of the
activities on the anvil.

This is the task to which the 78-
year young Dr. lndumati Parikh is
devoting all her energies. She is a
natural leader with the ability to del-
egate authority and responsibility in
the best management tradition.

The ideal way to congratulate Dr.

Parikh for the Award, would be for us

in the Freedom First fraternity to offer
her our support and co-operation in
her endeavour to develoP the Human
Development Campus.

Oclober-Deccmber 7995



The Future of Arms Control

Thc muchlanrcntcd collapse of
the Comprchcnsive Tcst Ban Trcaty
(CTBT) ncgotiations in Gcnc.va rcflccts
the difficultics involvcd in thc first
major attcmpt to combinc thc hith-
crto separate procc'sscs of non-prolif-
eration and arms control. Mcdia
reports from the. Unite'd Nations Con-
fercnce on Disarmamcnt (CD) high-
lightcd India's rolc as spoilcr in not
permitting the tcxt of thc draft trcaty
to bc forwardcd by the nd hoc nego-
tiating committce to the plcnary scs-
sion of the CD. India had objcctcd to
thc draft on two grounds: first, that
it did not commit thc fivc cstablishcd
nuclcar porl'ers (P5) to a concrcte
program of disarmanrcnU and sccond,
that it containcd an "cntry into force"
(EIF) clause that madc thc signaturc
of thc thrce thrcshold ntrclcar statcs
- India, Pakistan arrd Isracl - a prc-
condition for the Trcaty to go into
effcct. Having co-sponsorcd thc ini-
tial rcsolution proposing the Trcaty,
India appcarcd to have backcd itsclf
into a corncr and lcft itsclf vr.rlncrablc
to chargcs of insinccrity.

Diplomatic Blundcr?
Why India pcrnrittcd itsclf to bc

caught in such an untcnablc position
is not qtrite. clcar. Pcrhaps, it was
mcrcly a diplonratic bltrrrdcr. At ncr

tinrc in thc past has thc Indian gov-
crnmcnt asscrrtcd to an arms linrita-
tion agrccmcnt that is not rrnivcrsally
applicablc. At Ccrrcva, Intlia aprprar-

cntly cxpcctcd thc Tlcaty lo go tlrrt-rtrgh
rvithotrt its signatr.rrc, likc thc Non-
Prolifcration Trcaty (NPT) last ycar.
f 11,;. I-Jrr i t1.1l.-S | 1 1,,.5: .,..'11: i n i t i ll !,.' r,.'i ll -

ing to go alorrg, but rvas pcrstradcrl
by Russia, Chirra and Britain to itrtro-
O c I obcr-Decc tnber 7 99 6

CTBT and all that ...

Rajesh M. Basrur

A closer analysis indicates that none of the P5 is really keen on a treaty that
would be the first major symbolic commitment to a world in which nuclear

weaPons are marginalized.

duce the EIF clause. This was the
turning point that led to India's dc-
cision to block the'Treaty. It is also thc
tclltalc sign that thc CTBT was dc-
railcd by morc than just thc obstinacy
of a prolifcrator. A closcr analysis
indicatcs that nonc of the P5 is rcally
kecn on a trcaty that would be the
first nrajor symbolic commitmcnt to a

world in which nuclcar wcapons are
nrarginalized.

Thc non-proli fc.ra tion componen t

of the CTBT is of pcriphcral signifi-
cance. The NPT has bce'n indcfinitcly
cxtcndcd and now includcs South
Africa, which has rollcd back its
wcapons program, as wcll as Brazil
and Argentina. Mavcrick signatorics
Iratl and North Korca havc bccn con-
taincd. Iran has its ambitions, but docs
not have the tcchnical capacity to go
nuclcar for a long timc. The US worrics
about roguc statc.s, but thcse can brc.ak
out of a CTBT jrrst as wcll as thc NPT.
Thc EIF clausc focuses on thrcc
"opaquc" nuclcar powcrs that have
littlc or no inccntivc to carry out nuclcar
tcsts. Isracl has by all accorrnts achicvcd
"non-lvcaponizcd dctcrrcncc" lvith
rcspcct to its advcrsarics irr thc Mid-
dlc East and docs not nccd to tcst.
India has livcd u'ithorrt tcsting for all
of twcnty ycars. Both India and Pa-
kistan bclicvc thcrc is a statc <-rf "cx-
istc.ntial dctcrrcncc" bctwe'cn thcnr
lvlrich rtrlcs out r.r'ar iu spitc of thcir
continuing antagouisnr. Abovc all, tlrey
arc lvcllawaru lh.rt a nrrclcar tcst lvotrld
irrvitc nrorc than tlrc ol.l.nrbritrrn of
t h c i lr tc rna t i o tla I co nr m tt n i t1'. I, ot' ut.t t.',

trigger etlttttntic s.rtrftil'lrs, :,ltc!l r"
tlrosc rctltrircd by thc US Nr,rclcar
Prcllifc.ration Act, that lvotrld havo a

dcbilitating cffe.ct on thcir economies,
r.r'ith unprcdictable dome'stic political
conscqucnccs. In short, thcre is little
to be gained in terms of non-prolif-
eration objc.ctivcs by insisting that thcse
thrcc. statcs sign the Trcaty.

Rcal Commitmcnt to Arms Control?
The arnrs control aspect of the

CTBT is far more significant. With the
end of the cold war, there was lvidc-
sprcad consciousness of the fact that
the momcnt was opportune for an
ini tiativc to marginalize nuclcar weap-
ons. In the United Statcs, men of
impcccablc cold rvar credentials, such
as Paul Nitze and Fred lkle, advo-
cated dccp cuts and a radical rethink-
ing about the role of nuclcar weapons
in national sccurity. A ban on nuclcar
tcsting would be a landmark, indicat-
ing a fundamcntal rcoricntation of
stratcgic thought away from the ne-

ccssity of rutclcnr dctcrrcnce towards the
mnrginalizntion of nuclear zuclpons...
Unfortunatcly, thc CTBT fcll victim
to the rcluctance of thc P5 to scize the
opportunity. Had thcy approached the
Trcaty ncgotialiorrs lvith a rcal cottr-
mitmcnt to arnrs control, thc EIF clausc
would not have bccn dccisive in ne-
gating the work of the CD.

For various rcasons, thc P5 have
not bccn ovcrly cnthusiastic about
nuclcar arms control. All of thcm
adhcre tcr-raciously to thc basic doc-
trincs of nuclcar dctcrrcncc, cvctr
tlrotrgh tlrcv arc sonrctirncs hard put
to idcntify sccurity thrcats, partictr-
larly to sltolv ltow thcy would bc
thrcatcnccl if cvcryonc !\'crc to
dcrr rrcle-arizc proportinatcly. Thc fl urry
of arnrs control initiativcs at the closc
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of thc cold lvar did not involve a

comprchcnsive re-examination of cold
war concepts. It was a casc of trim-
ming thc fact and retaining the strb-
stance. Thc supcrpowers nrercly
divcstcd themsclvcs of obsolctc and
unsafc wcapons, focusing on clcmcnts
of stability and safcty, and shiftcd thcir
attcntion to prolifc'ration mattcrs. Thc
snrallcr nuclcar powers conccntrated
on modcrnizing thcir arscnals. The
CTBT was rcceivcd less than enthu-
siastically by all but the US, r,r'hich
was a co-sPonsor.

Status Symbol of Supcr Powcrs
For Russia, nuclear weapons are

thc last symbol of a superpowcr sta-
tus in tatters. The Chinese sce thcm-
sclves as the next super-Power and
are stcadily enhancing their nuclear
capabilities while keeping thcir invcn-

tory sccret. Thc British and the Frcnch
have also refincd thcir detcrrrcnt
capabilitics. Thc first thrce wcre un-
rvilling to acccpt the draft Trc'aty at
Gcneva without thc EIF clause. Thc
US approach at Ccncva reflccts an
ambivalcncc about the CTBT. Thc
dc.cision to accc.pt thc EIF clause lvas
clcarly a "dc.al" to appeasc thc rcluc-
tant nuclcar powcrs. At the samc tin'rc,
it is evidcnt that the US madc no
forccful cffort to carry thc othcrs with
it. This is in striking contrast to othcr
significant dccisions affccting othcr
states, when it rrscd sustaincd pcrsua-
sion (the Gulf War, air strikcs against
thc Bosnian Scrbs) or disregardcd thcir
objcctions (thc 1996 anti-tcrrorist law).
Thc Clinton Administration has, in fact,
produccd a nuclcar policy that shows
considcrablc dcfcrcncc to thc Pcnta-

gon's operational vicw of nuclcar
wcapons, which has not changed since
the end of thc cold war. The guiding
spirit of the Administration's defcnse
policy - Colin Powcll - is now closc'ly
associatcd with thc Rcpublican plat-
form, which has explicitly opposed
the CTBT. Don'rcstic resistance to thc
CTBT is prcciscly bccausc of its im-
plications for arms control and the
futurc of Amcrican nuclcar policy.
Events at Ccneva may have placcd
India and thc prolifcration issue at
the ccntcr of thc failure of the CTBT
ncgotiations. The politics surround-
ing thc EIF qucstion reveals a dccper
problem. Nuclcar arms control faces

a difficult and unccrtain future.

DR. RAJESH BASRUR is Rcadcr in Intcrna-
lional Law, Univcrsity of Mumbai.

India's Obiections

The approval of the ComPrchen-
sive Tcst Ban Trcaty (CTBT) now undcr
active considcration in Gencva, has

bccn widcly reportcd and commcnted
upon at thc national and intcrnational
levcl, both in thc print and clcctronic
mcd ia. Thecarrsc cnt,sdtrshasbccn India's
stc'adfast and consistcnt objcction to
this flawcd trcaty in that it is ccrtainly
not comprchcnsivc. The proPoscd
comprehcnsivc tcst ban docs not covcr
laboratory, computcr simulatcd and
sub-critical tcsts; althotrgh thc ban on
tcsts abovc grotrnd, ttndcrgrotrlrd,
subnrarinc ancl in spacc arc catcrcd for
in thc CTBT, thc five nuclcar 'ltavcs'
can corrlinuc to upgradc lhcir nuclcar
arscnal:;. Thc otlrcr nrajor fl.rrr' is tli.rt
ncithcr in thc CTBT nor in thc61 natiou
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By and large the majority of concerned Indians, estimated at 38Vo are fully
supportive of the government's stance of not going with the CTBT; others are

unable to offer a definite yes or nay

UN Disarmamcnt Confcrcncc (CD), is
thc kcy tcrm 'disarmamcnt' cvcn
rcmotcly disccrniblc!

Consislcnt Sland
India's stallcc for total truclcar

disarma mcnt has bccn consistcnt sincc
1954 whcn thc thcn Primc Ministcr
larvaharlal Nchru madcan inrpassioncd
and stridcnt call for a nroratorittm on
all nuclcar tcsting aftcr Amcrica tcstcd
it's first hydrogcn bomb far nrorc potcnt
than thc 12 Kiloton bonrb use'd on
Hiroshinra. 111 qloing so hc callcc-l for
a stant'lstill on all rrtrclc.rr tcsting lcacl-

ing to thc total clinrination of all rrtrclcar
r.r'capons. ThcCTBT in its prc'scntavatar
makcs a mockcrv of this inrpassioncd
call in lvhich Nchru saw it as a con-
tinuous proccss and not an cnd in

itsclf. Latcr, India and 28 countries of
thc dcvcloping 2/3rds world prcscntcd
a blucprint for the total climination of
all ntrclcar wcapons by thc year 2020.

If, as strggcstcd, thc nuclcar fivc rr'crc
rcally scrious about global Peace
through thc climination of all nuclcar
weapons, thcy could wcll havc focusscd
on this option instcad of foisting on
thc world at CTBT which aPPcars to
scrvc two parochial purposcs. Firstly,
it lvill ouly corrfirm thc nuclcar mo-
rropoly at prcsc-nt cnjoycd by Britain,
China, Francc, Rtrssia arrd thc USA
and lcgitimisc this position.

Thc sccond rcason is more strbtle
and nrrv u'r'll cxplain n'hv thc'U.S.A.
is so kccn to sc'cure approval to thc
CTBT. BillClinton hopcs to gain points
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in tl're forthcoming American Prcsi-
dcntial elcctions by shorving to the
Amcrican electorate his diplomatic
initiativcs for a nuclear-pcace-in-our-
time-world.

USA Prcssurcs
On the face of it lvould scem that

India's intcrests would bc well scrved
to go along with the CTBT for two
rcasons: The US has the clout and
expcrtise to rcstrain global tcrrorism
and subversion from abroad to which
India is threatcned; sccondly, thc'USA
is the largest singlc investor in India's
economic expansion. Thcse two car-
rots are being danglcd in front of us.
But thcre is also the stick, as pointcd
out by Sunanda K Datta-Ray in his
vcry perceptive article publishcd in
the Strnils Tirncs Singaporc undcr the
title "India takes moral stance against
nuclcar pact". He says that the stick
which may well be uscd is the 'cntry
into force' (EFI) clause in r,vhich thc
44 kcy states dcmand cndorscmcnt by
India, leaving India no option but to
apply the vcto. The implication of this
stick may lead to the application of
'suitable measures' (read'sanctions')
at a latcr date. Proof of such a stcp
was clearly manifcst when US Sc'cre-
tary of State Warrcn Christophcr sent
for'our man' in Washington to issue
an 'or else' warning. fohn Holum,
Director, US Arms and Disarmamcnt
Agency gave endorsemcnt to this stick
rvhcn hc landcd in Ccncva arrd spokc
of 'trouble makcrs' obviously rcfcr-
ring to India.

Expcct Advice
Why thcn should India takc this

uncompromising stand by rcfusing to
go the way as enunciatcd in clcar and
unambiguous tcrms by thc Prcsidcnt
of India in his prc-Indcpcndcncc Day
addrcss to thc nation; by orrr Prime
Minister rvhcn addrcssing thc nation
from the ramparts of thc Rcd Fort on
Augtrst 15 making it abtrndantly clcar
that thc nation lvotrld ncvcr tolcratc
any dilution of its national intcrcsts
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and security; by political parties of all
hues; and by such erudite and knorvl-
edgeable defence analysts as K
Subramanyam, C Bhaskar Rao and Air
Commodore Jasjit Singh of the Insti-
tute of Defence Analysis wl'ro have
made it abundantly clcar that India
should rrof sign thc CTBT in its prcscnt
form and that wc should kccp our
options open in our national intcrcsts.
Thcre are a fcw individuals howevcr
who fcel that wc should carry out a
sccond Pokhran and thcn sign thc CTBT
of which morc latcr. This qucstion of
bcing unhappy about CTBT affccting
national intc'rcsts is manifcst in the
rcservations cxpresscd by China,
Pakistan and lran.

N{oral Stancc
Thcre are some, and who thcse

are nccd not be spclt out, who fccl that
India has prctcnsions of bccoming a
nuclcar power. If this was so India
could lvcll havc dcclarcd its intcntions
aftcr tlre first tcst cxplosion in 7974.
India did not do so. Datta-Ray rightlv
says that our concern for a nuclcar free
world transccnds national aggrandi-
zemcnt, a point of vicw tl'rat thc nuclcar
po!\'crs just cannot grasp. That influ-
ential ncwspapcr T/rc Wnshington Post
in a reccnt cditorial, sharply critical
of India, admittcd in a back handcd
manncr that India did have security
conccrns bascd on its nuclcar-armcd
geopolitical rival China, and its nu-
clcar-arnrcd sub-contincntal rival
Pakistan. In rathcr dcprccating tcrms
thc Post implics that India historically
is flaunting its highcr moral codc and
a mission of intcrnational lcadcrship!
What's wrong in introducing thc
qucstion of morality which sccms to
have bccn placcd on thc- back burncr
by thc nuclcar powcrs? Nowhcrc has
thc nroral aspcct bccn raiscd dr.rring
thc rtrn-up to thccnclorscnrcnt of CTBT.
This is cvidcnt irr thc disgtriscd ploy'
of thc Amcricans to crcate divcrsions
]11'p1 5s i 11 q t| r. cor-r si'n s' r s r,:tlt.r i rcnrcrt t
to scnd thc'CTBT to thc UN Ccncral
Asscnrbly n'hcrc it rvould not bc dif-

A most comicol element
For more lhon three decodes, lndio

hos hod to live in dreod of the weopons
of moss onnihilolion in ils immediole neigh-
bourhood. When in lhe mid-.l960s, lndio
broocheddhe subject of nucleor.umbrello
proleclion, il wos loughed oul of courl by
the US, Russio ond Britoin. The US indeed
joined wilh Chino in unleoshing coercive
diplomocy ogoinsl lndio in 

,l971. 
Todoy, il

seems inconceivoble lhol ony power would
provide o NAIO-style nucleqr guoronlee lo
lndio merely lo bring lhe CTBI inlo force.
However, holding out ill-defined promises
could be o method lo being o prolonged
lolk feosl wilh lhe inlenl of undermining
lndion resolve, knowing lhol lndio's cloSng
window of opporlunily is shorl.

Renewed ollempls will olso be mode
lo sell lndio lhe ideo of o non-weoponised.
non-lesled 'delerrenl'. As lndio is o lond
of mirocle gurus, who produce diomond
rings ond olher objecls oul of lhin oir, il
ollrocts officiolly sponsored gurus f rom over-
seos peddling such Nirvono os 'non-
weoponised delenence'. The bewilhching
loglc of lhe olien gurus is lhol wilhoul lesling
or building weopons lndio hos olreody
ochieved deterrence, o feot which eroped
lhe nucleor powers presumobly becouse
of lheir lower lnlelligence ond spiriluol $ond-
ords. Only if Mr Richord Nixon hod known
oboul lhe mirocle prowes of lndio he would
not hove - in his words 14 yeors loler -

"considered using nucleor weopons" in I97 1

lo holl ony lndion militory move lo deci-
mote Wesl Pokislon.

The mosl cornicol elemenl of lhe slrol-
egy reloles lo lhe use of morol orgumenls
lo cloim lhol o globol onli-lesling 'norm'
hos been esloblished, ollhough lhe CTBT

moy never loke legol hold. Ihe lobles ore
being lurned on lndio, lhe invelerole morol-
cord ployeq by counlries which breok even
legolly binding commilmenls wilh impunily.
The greol powers' record con beseen from
the woy lhey hove breoched inlernolionol
convenlions (1925 Genevo Prolocol) ollowed
Ireolies lo lopse by foiling lo rolify lhem
(SAtT l, SALI ll) ond held up pocts designed
lo disorm lhem (1993 Chemicol Weopons
Convenlion, 1990 US-USSR Chemicol Weop-
ons Desltuclion Accord). Todov, lhe US

chorges Chino ond Russio wilh viololing
the 1972 Biologicol Weopons convenlion,
while Moscow sees lhe US onli-missile de-
f errce progromme os impinging on lhe 1972

ABM lreoty.

Mt. Brohmo ChelloneY,
lhe Pioneer, Novembet 5, 1996.
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ficult for them to drum up the re-
quired majority with its economic clout
and awesome military powcr.

This conflict of principle and
politics calls to mind an incident when
India stood against the world on
apartheid, relatcd by Datta Ray. In
1947, Pandit Nchru nominatcd thc
charming and articulate Vijayalaxmi
Pandit to present India's stand at the
UN Ceneral Assenrbly against apart-
heid. Before doing so Mahatma Gan-
dhi asked her to seek the blessings of
his old South African advcrsary Jan
Christian Smuts, which she did. Smuts
blesscd her but cautioned that al though
India would win, it wouldbe a hollow
victory! This victory was long dclayed
but, aftcr 25 years of incarccration of
Nelson Mandela, it did evcntually
become a reality. India's present moral
stance for total nuclcar disarmamcnt
may take time but thcre is no rcason
why it cannot also bccomc a rcality if
other nations who see the writing on
the wall aim for rcal disarmament by
rcjccting a fraudulcnt and lop sidcd
CTBT.

Sunanda Datta-Ray's penctrating
conrnrcnts in the Slrnif s Tiurcs Singa-
pore drew an unusual commcnt in a

lctter to thc Editor by Dr. Lau Tck
Soon, Mcmber GPC Dcfcnce and
Foreign Affairs, Singapore who cau-
tioned that Singaporc should not take
sidcs for othcr cotrntrics (rcad India)
as "it lvill confusc our citizcns bcsidcs
antagonizing othcr countric-s (rcad
China)". The editor in his notc on this
lcttcr stated rather significantly, that
thc Slraits Tilrcs fclt that publication
of such articlcs arc cfforts on its part
to bcttcr scrve' its rcaders, and that
carlicr it had publishcd on fuly 10, a
piccc by Prof. Rantcsh Thaktrr of the
AustraI ian Natiorral Univc-rsi t.y r'vhcrc
hc advocatcd that India shor.rld sign
thc Trcaty.

lru[. Tlrorrras Se lrellirrg, a fortttcr
consultant to thc US Dcparlrnettts of
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9tate and Dcfcncc, in a Lec Kuan ycw
Distinguishcd Visitors addre.ss spoke
on thc "Balancc of Terror : 50 ycars
Without Use of Nuclcar Wcapons".
This writcr happcncd to be prescnt at
the Singapore Univcrsity whcre hc
noted how vcry pcrsuasively Schclling
inrprcsscd a captive audiencc that an
unwrittcn taboo on the usc of nuclcar
arms exists, and that even cncmics
avoid nuclcar wcapons. What hc did
not say was the mind boggling cost
factor and why such an overkill of
nuclear wcaponry! As is customary of
most Amcricans of his ilk, the anti-
nuclcar tradition of thc usc of nucle'ar
wcapons as dcmonstrated by thc USA,
he said, was not followcd by potcntial
nuclcar nations likc North Korca,
Pakistan, Iran, India and Irarl! Signifi-
cantly, no mcntion was madc of Isracl,
known to possess nuclcar warl.rcads,
or othcr such nations on tl're nuclcar
threshold. Obscrve the e'fforts of
Amcrican diplomacy to discrcdit only
Asian nations as bcing unrcliablc and
irresponsiblc. In passing he hintcd
obliquely on India's intrasigcncc in
approving thc CTBT.

Yct anothcr Amcrican attcnrpt to
brainwash individuals bccamc nrani-
fcst in an articlc by ]ohn FD Burns in
a rcccnt articlc in thc Nczu York Timcs
rcproduced in the Strnits Times. lt
prcdictably pertains to India's rcfusal
to go along wi th thc CTBT in its prcscnt
avatar as nranifcst irr Prirrc Ministcr
Dcva Gowda's Indcpcndcncc Day
addrcss. It would appear that Burns
was prcscnt in Dcllri. He commcnts on
thc Indian Govcrnmcnt's dccision tcl

continuc to opposc thc CTBT on thc
Nchrrrvian stand of 1954, consistcntly
upheld by Inclia, that curtring nttclcar
arnrs bc linkcd to total clinrination,
and with it, thc nrrclcar nronopoly of
thc fivc'havcs'. It rr,ould appcar that
thc Anrcricans arc lloating thc idca (is
it a facc saving dcvicc?) that, to qtrotc
Burns, "thc fcar of ('hirra spLrrs Tnriir
to rcjcct thc Tcst Ran Trcatl"'. I Ic gocs

on to say on traditional dcmands that
"India's public explanations for reject-
ing thc' tcst ban trcaty more than 40
ycars aftcr Prime Ministcr Jawaharlal
Nchru bccamc the first world leader
to call for a ban on nuclear blasts, have
bcen linkcd to thcir total climination,
and lvith it, the 'nuclcar monopoly'
hcld by the acknorvlcdgcd nuclear
wcapons statcs". He even quotcs Air
Conrmodore |asjit Singh of the Insti-
tutc of Dcfcncc Analysis as stating:"
China, rapidly and recently had
cmcrgcd as a supcr powcr of sorts
with onc of the world's fastcst grow-
ing ccononrics and nuclcar forces to
match, and this has forced India to re-
evaluate its stratcgic posturc". China
today has 205 Ballistic capability at
thc monrcnt but it is now lcarnt that
Pakistan, with Chinese bluc prints,
proposes to manufactur5l missilcs. He
goes on to say that Pakistan has 20
nuclcar warhcads as against India's 60
to 100 though India outguns Pakistan
vastly in conventional forces.
Disinformation?

Popular Support
What lvas equally surprising was

thc obnoxious attitude of thc'British
rcprcscntativc at thc Treaty talks. He
had the gall to state, presumably in
exaspcration at India's implacable
stand, that it was "wriggling like a

worm on a hook", forgctting that the
days of thc Rajarc farbchind us. Surcly
tlris statcrrrcn t rcfl ccts the' dcspcration
of thc fivc nuclc.ar powcrs to gct the
CTBT as it now stands, approvcd!Odr
Anrbassador at the talks stood un-
movcd.

Whcrcas An'rcrica and its cohorts
do not hcsitatc to bc critical of India's
nr issilcprogramnrc, i t has cnablcd Isracl
to tcst firc thc US financc.ci Arrow 2

anti nrissilc nrissilc! National intcrcsts?

B),atrd Iargc thc nrajority of
cc.rnccrucd Indians, cstimatc'd at 38%
x1g fr.rlly srrpp()rtivc r-,f thl Ctrvcrtr-
nrcnt's stancc of not going rt'ith thc
CTBT; othcrs arc' trnablc to offcr a
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dcfinite yes or nay.

One More Pokhran
Recently, the Forum of Forcign

Affairs, Mumbai Chapter, invitcd Mr.
A. Venkatcswaran, crstwhile Forcign
Secretary and 'our man' in Washing-
ton and Peking, very knorvlc.dgcablc
in mattcrs of nuclcar disarn'ranrcnt, to
address an intcrcsted Mumbai public
on thc nuclcar problcm. In the Chair
was the well-known Gandhian and
frcedom fighter Dr Usha Mehta. This
erudite and well informcd ex-bureau-
crat and ambassador su rprisingly came
out with the recommcndation bascd
on his involvemcnt in such mattcrs
that India should embark on a second
nuclear tcst and then sign the CTBT.

He admittcd that India had a

l'.istory dating from 1954 of opposing
nuclear arms and calling for a total ban
on nuclcar wcapons. Yct, he addcd,
by carrying out thc first nticlcar tc'st
in Pokhran, India scnt out a signal to
Pakistan not to embark on any adven-
ture against India. According to him
this warning worked until 1989 whcn
Pakistan devclopcd its own nuclcar
capability. It was only thcn that Pa-
kistan fclt securc enough to launch its
low intensity campaign in Kashmir
knowing full wcll that its ncwly ac-
quircd nuclear capability would dctcr
India from unlc.ashing a convcntional
attack against it, not cvcn against the
training canlps for nrilitants. Pcrhaps
this argumcnt would bc acccptablc but
hc failcd to comnrcnt on thc Chincsc
nuclcar thrcat with its 3000 nuclcar
lvarhcads. Would our dctcrrcnt bc a
crcdible. onc? Is it not a fact that the'
main threat to India's stability is from
China? This writcr qtrcstioncd him on
whcthcr India today was politically
stablc and ccononrically viablc to launch
yct anothcr nuclcar tcst and rvhat would
lvc achicvc by scl doing lvhcrr wc had
alrcady provcd our capability of bc-
conrir-rg a nuclcar \\'clpolls statc aItcr
tlrc Pokhran cxplosion in 1974. lVorrlcl
rvc, in this land of Carrdhi cvcr rcsc)rt
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to a nuclcar first strike? Our track
rccord in four post indcpendencc wars
speaks othcrvvisc,

Licutcnant Ccneral S. K. Sinha, is
known for his crudition and grasp of
national affairs. Hc endorscd Mr
Vcnkatcslvaran's proposal to carry out
onc more nuclcar tcst and then sign
thc CTBT. His rrgumcnt took thc tack
that the pcoplc of India would not
tolcratc an invasion from whcrcvcr. In
thc past various invadcrs crosscd our
bordcrs and wcre to some cxtcnt
successful. This should not happcn
again. This writcr pointcd out to him
that in the hoary past it was possible
for invadcrs to do so as India was not
onc nation but a numbe r of principali-
tics lvhcrc thc dividc and rulc game
could bc playcd. Today, India is one
nation of 950 millionpcoplc, theworld's
largcst dcmocracy, with a sccular con-
stitution, and with thc ability of draw-
ing ranks whcn its security is
endangcrcd, making it vcry difficult
for a forcign hostilc powcr to occupy
it.

Surprisingly, Dr Usha Mchta, a
knolvn and de'dicatcd Gandhian, sup-
portcd the rcconrmcndation to go
nuclcar on thc plca that Gandhiji, who
was always conscious of India's secu-
rity, would havc agrccd. Would hc?
Candhiji condc.nrncd in thc strongcst
possiblc tcrms thc catastrophic indig-
nitics heapcd ulron nrarlkind rr,lrcrr thc
first aton'ric bonrb lvas droppcd on
Hiroshima, follolvcd by a sc.corrd on
August 9, 1945, on Nagasaki which
was not cvcn thc proje'ctcd targct!This
writcr callcd upon his cxpcricncc to
dcscribc tl'rc horrors hc was privy to
whcn lrc visitcd thc hospital in IIiro-
slrima. Would a nation likc Irrdia c"'cr
trndcrtakc a first strikc?

Dcfcnding lndia
Thcrc can bc littlc dotrbt that

India's stancc in not approvirrg thc
CTBT as it norv stands is vindicatcd.
Thcrc can bc Iittlc doubt that it will

do so if a time bound programme for
total nuclcar disarmament is incorpo-
ratcd in the trcaty.

What thcn should India do to
provc it's bonafidcs? Firstly, it should
uphold its stand, evcn at the expcnse
of using the vcto and facing the con-
sc.quL'nces statcd earlier and the pos-
sibility of being excluded in the
rcvanrped council of five pcrmancnt
membcrs.

Sccondly, knowing full well that
it could be a target for a first strike
attack by a hostile power and that the
chanccs of a sccond strike retaliation
arc rcmote, it should addrcss itsclf to
dcvcloping a credible and effective
damage limitation systcm which is
totally lacking today even in a prime
targct like Mumbai. Rcalistically, we
do not have thc wherewithal to totally
eliminate nuclcar periphcral powers
in thc abscnce of a massive nuclcar
de terrcnt.

As thc immcdiate nuclcar threat
may wcll bc a frce droppcd nuclear
dcvice by aircraft flying in a lo-lo
configuration ovcr the Arabian Sea,

we should scriously considcr invest-
ing in an AWACS type aircraft.

Wc must use diplomatic initia-
tives to win ovcr our immcdiatc ncigh-
bours by imprcssing on thcm that we
arc not intcrcstcd in tcrritorial aggran-
d izcnrcnt.

Wc rn'ould strcamlinc and hone
our convcntional armcd forces and
ccltrip thcm with cfficicnt high tcch
lvcapons and rcducc thc existing tail
to tccth ratio.

Wc should improvc orrr unifying
sccular strtrcttrrc to prc.scnt a trnitcd
front to any possiblc transgrcssor. Thc
nrcssagc that it shoulcl carry is that 950

nrillion Indians cannot bc takcn for
grarrtcd.

Wc should flcx otrr Potcntial
ccorronric nrusclc to cnsurc- a good
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quality of life for our pcople.

We should stamp out ruthlessly
all attempts to destablize the country
through communal conflict.

Then and only then can India stake
its claim to use its moral authority.

Such measures can and will en-
sure oui security even against poten-
tial nuclear powers.

One cannot but state in conclu-
sion the very spirited and dignified
performance of our ambassador at the
CTBT talks in Geneva, Ms Arundhati
Ghose who refused to be intimated by
the likes of Stephen Lodegar, fohn
Hollum and the so called heavyweights
representing the nuclear'haves' who
did all in their power to pressurize
her. That she stuck to her guns is a

tribute to hcr.

Postscript
That India has taken this conscious

moral stance may be gauged from the
fact that it knows full-well that it may
be outvotcd for thc single vacant seat
for an Asian Nation, againstJapan, the
other contcnder. This may result in a
temporary setback but in the final
analysis, its stance will be more than
vindicated.

Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw,
at a recent talk to the youth of Mumbai,
asked for his views on the CTBT un-
hesitatingly upheld India's position on
the ground that the nuclear 'five' had
no business or moral right to arrogate
to themselves the nuclear monopoly:
After all India is the largest democracy

in the world and its 950 million pcople
cannot be ignored. He implied that we
should not bow to the "I'm OK you,re
OK" syndrome.

(Mnj.Geu. E. D'Souza (Retil.) was present in
Hiroshinm n lew monlls alter the first atonic bonft
was dropped on hapless Hiroshinn, when his unit,
115 MLI was pnrt of 268 Indian Inlantary Brigade
Group, British Conmton Wealth Occupation Forces

Jnpdn. In 7955 he attended a lactical exercise with
lroops with the '17 Armoured Division, British Anny
of the Rhine on Luneburg Heath Wesl Gernnny in
ultich the use of lactical atotnic canttort was being
studied. He hns beennn ardent adooute ngninst nuclear
uenpotts in the prinl and electronic nedia hoth in
India ond nbrood, and through tnlks to groups like
the Rolnry. He is an acliue nenrber of the World
Co nsu I I at iae Associn tion of Retired Gen er als a n d Ad-
mirnls hend-quartered in landon actioely pursuing,
inter nlin, a total ban on nuclear ueapons).

MAJ. GEN. E. D'SOUZA (Retd.) is a regular
contributor lo Frcedom FirsL

An Exercise in Futility

It is only the nuclear powers,
especially theUnited Statesof America,
armed to the teeth, which are keen on
nuclear non-proliferation. They do not
want any inroads into their nuclear
monopoly. They are prepared to give
any aid - economic, financial, industrial,
tcchn<llogical, and evcn arms or nrilitary
aid - to potential nuclcar powers like
India, providcd such countries give up
their nuclear option. They would not
mind if such countries bccome
economically powerful like fapan.

The economic power or wcalth of
such non-nuclcar nations will howcvcr
bea myth if theyhavcno nuclcardcfcnce
against nuclear blackmail by nuclcar

Powers.

Nuclcar Disastcr tncyitablc?
All talks of nuclear non-

proliferation or nuclear trcaty are
useless and a waste of time, even if all
nuclear arscnals belonging to the
nuclear powers, are dcstroyed, if there
is no guarantce that the world will be
free from nuclear wars, because what
has been invented cannot be
disinvented!We cannot avcrt a nuclcar
war; we can only postpone it. We
should, therefore, be prepared for
nuclear disastcr.

All said and done,'Might is still
Right'. The world respects only Power.
Mighty powcrful nuclear nations can
do anything and get away with it,
dcfying intcrnational opinion.

Thc Uni ted Statcs has so far carricd
out 1149 tests, Russia 1100, France 209,
Britain 45, China 43, as against India's
solitary explosion at Pokhran!

S. S. Bankeshwar

Although China has the worst
record in human rights violations, and
has carried out 43 nuclear tests, the
United States has rewarded it with the
'most favourcd nation status'! The same
United States has, however, threatened
to punish India, if thc lattcr lvcrc to
carry out a second tcst at Pokhran!

It follows that India too will be
rewardcd with the 'most favoured
nation status'by the United States, if
she carries out another43 nuclear tests,
i.e. one tc'st more than what China has
carrie'd out so far!

Now that both Bcnazir Bhutto,
the sackcd Prime Ministcr of Pakistan,
and Nawaz Sharif, her prcdeccssor,
have confirmcd that Pakistan does
posscss nuclcar bombs, how arc we to
confront thcir nuclcar blackmail or

Freedom Firsl 10 Octobcr-December 7996



CTBT and all that ..o

nuclear menace? By issuing bold and
brave slate'mcnts on the floor of our
Parliament or delivering pompous
spccches from the ramparts of the Red
Fort on Indcpendencc Day?

Thc Issue of Morality
India has ncvcr bcen dcfcated in

thc past for lack of military skill or
bravcry. It was always thc supcrior
military equipmcnt of the cnemy on
the one hand and the disunity of her
pc'ople on the other that causcd her
dcfc.at.

But now, if India is defeate'd, it
will no longer be for want of unity or
bravery, but thc necd for clcar thinking
and the need for parity, if not
supcriority, in the arca of nuclear
weaponry, and because of her
indccision, motivated by hcr obsession
for forcign aid and investment, and he'r
concern for'international opinion'.

Now, to be moralistic about the
nuclear bomb while acquiescing in the
making of conventional bombs or
weapons is to set one's face not against
the killing,but thcrnodeof killing. When
de.ath is a ccrtainty, it is no consolation
to the victims to be asked to choose
bctwccn death by a nuclear bomb or
death by a conventional bomb. Nor is
the seeking of external nuclear
protection any less immoral than
nuclcar production at home.

In fact, lo scck nuclcar protcction
oradvantagc on the cheap is a miserable
masclueradc for our cowardice. This in
fact mcans that, while we shall not
defend oursclves by using our own
nuclear bombs, we would not mind
our allics retaliating on our bchalf
against our cncmics by using thcir
nuclcar bonrbs!

Only if wc lr/crLi to abjurc all
nrcthods of warfarc, which end in the
dcstruction of human lives and
propcrty, can we adopta moral posture
orr thc issue of tlrc nuclcar br.lnrb. But,
can lvc? In thc situation crcatcd by
Pakistani or Chincsc nucle.arblacknrail
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India has only three alternatives:

To do nothing and leave
evcrything to god and fate, which
is the policy of our Gandhian
moralists.

It is only the nuclear
Powers, especially the

United States of America,
arrned to the teeth, wl'rich
are keen on nuclear non-
proliferation. They do not

want any inroads into their
nuclear monopoly.

To ask for the nuclcar un'rbrclla
from nuclc'ar powers.

To make nuclearbombs ourselvcs
and bc sclf rcliant to dcfend our
country.

Making vague statements that we
shall keep our nuclear options open or
that we shall usc our nuclcar know-
how only for pcaccful purposes cannot
ensure our defcnce against nuclcar
attack by China or Pakistan. Thcrc is
no time to lose.

The major lesson that we have
learnt from ourpast wars with Pakistan
is that there is no substitutc for sclf
reliance. We can no longer rely on the
guarantccs of othcr countrics, whcn
our frccdom is thrcatcncd.

Thc're is no dcfence against nuclcar
attack except a massive counter attack
- the vcry fcar of which prcvcnts the
attack. If we do not want India to be
destroycd by Pakistani or Chincse
nuclcar bombs, and if wc do not want
India tobccomc a nuclcar protcctoratc
dcgcncrating into a political pro-
tectoratc, thcn thc onc and only
dctcrrcnt against a Pakistanior Chincse
nuclcar attack is for Ind iato bc a nuclcar
powcr hcrsclt.

It is thcbalancc of tcrror that nrade

both America and the former Soviet
Union realise the need for peaceful co-
existence and detente.

No price is too great for our
country's defence. It is not a question
of whcther we can afford to make
nuclcar weapons, but whether we can
afford not to. Nations are not defended
without tears. The burden of slavery
undcr Pakistani or Chinese vassalage
would be much more galling than the
economic burden of manufacturing
nuclear bombs,

The nuclear powers should first
diagonise the cause of nuclear
prolifcration before thinking of a
remedy.lf thcy are genuincly concerned
about the dangers of a nuclear war, let
thcm first destroy their own nuclear
arscnals, before pontificating about
nuclcar war or nuclear proliferation.

I!lR. S. S. BANKESHWAR is e r mcmber of the
Advisory Eoard of Frcedom Firf rnd Fealure
Editor of Rcscarch Fealure News Service.

Why lndio Should Sign
the CTBT

The CTBT os it is proposed
now does not . . , in ony mon-
ner resiricl lndio's lrodilionolly oc-
cepled concept of 'keeping lhe
oplions open'. The CTBT bons
only nucleor lesls. Bul then since
lndio does not hove o policy,
ond hos never sloled ony de-
sire or need lo conducl ony such
lest, il con loke ony other oction
il moy wonl lo loke lo'keeP ils
oplions open' wilhoul violoting
lhe CTBT. Therefore, unless lndio
is serious obout ils nucleor oP-
lions, ond lhol implies further
lesls, lhere is no iustificotion for
not occeding lo lhe CTBI un-
der the rolionolse of nolionol
security.

G. Balachandran,
Times ol lndia, June 26' 1996.
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Liberalism India
Awaiting a Hitler?

Sharad foshi

Tl'rere is reason to believe that ancient India was the cradle of tenets that
form the core of modern day liberalism. Traditional Indian societies were

generally pluralistic.

Libcralism is far from bcing thc'
dominant or cvcn thc ntainstre'am
school of thought in India. Worse still,
nrost considcr liberalism as an ide'a
importc'd from abroad, dcrogatory to
national pride. Within the'country, thc
cry goes that libcralism suits the con-
venicnce of the affluent and the strong
minority and militates against thc
welfare security nct tl'rat the wcakcr
masses of socicty necd so badly. Thc
dcfunct Nchruvian socialisnr is bcing
rcplaccd not by thc vibrant forccs of
I ibcral entrcprcncurship but by lumpen
chauvinistic and conrmunal jingoism.
Socialism is yiclding placc to fascism
and the' fastcst riding comcts on thc
Indian horizon flaunt unabashcdly thcir
admiration for Hitlcr.

Thc liberals, on thc othcr hand,
are handicappcd undcr thc elcctoral
laws which rcquirc that to bc cligiblc
for rcgistration and rccognition politi-
cal partics must swcar allcgiancc to
socialism and so reaffirm in a spccific
affidavit bcfore the Elcction Commis-
sion. Thc situation is scrious and fraught
with grave conscqucnccs. If India gocs
the wrong way, evcn if tcmporarily,
thc cost corrltl be vcrv high and thc
Iorrg tcrnr conscqr.lcnces could wcll
sprcad to othcr rcgions as wcll. The
doctrine as also thc 'rcalpolitik' of
libcralism in India would bcar close
scru tiny.

Scvcn Centurics of Libcral Eclipsc
Is it true that libcralisnr is an alicn

transplarrt on Indian soil? Libcral
writcrs arc partly to be. blanrcd for this
mistakcn imprcssion. Most of tlrcm
conrc fronr thc city-bascd English-
spcaking wcstcrn-culturc.d class of
clitcs. hr thcir rvritings, thcy tracc thc
bcginnings o[ libcralisnr to I. S. lv{ill
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and Adanr Smith and of Indian libcr-
alisn'r to Dadabhai Naoroji, Gokhalc,
Raja Rammohan Roy, Narmad, Phulc,
Agarkar, et nl. Thcsc great nrastc-rs
rcnraincd bricfly on tl'rc centre stagc
in the' early days of British rulc bc-
twccn 1860 and 1920, and wcre swcpt
asidc by the tide of nationalist-chau-
vinistic and socialist forces. Libcral
writcrs havc lc.ft an impression that
thc prc-British indigenous culturc was
one of dcspotic authority tyrannizing
subjccts rcsigncd to theirprc-ordaincd
fate. Apart from bcing untruc, this
notion has givcn risc to a broad fecling
that this alicn phcnomcnon is unlikcly
to take roots hcrc. Indian libcrals arc,
at lcast partly, responsiblc for thcir
prcdicamcnt.

Thc 'dcspotic rulc'rs and tyran-
nizcd masscs'sccnario ccrtainly fit thc
situation in India aftcr the Muslim
invasions in the 13th ccnttrry. Aggrcs-
sors can ncvcr rtrlc a contlucrcd tcr-
ritory through libcral dcnrocracy. Powcr
in occtrpied tcrritorics, not orrly politi-
cal but also c.drrcational, cconomic and
evcn cultural, tcnds to gct ccntrcd in
the political gove.rnmcnt. Libcralism
in India got starnpcd or.rt as far as thc
non-nruslinr subjccts lvcrc conccrncd,
exccpt pcrhaps at thc villagc lcvcl.

Early Polyccntrcd Socicty
Thatdocs not nrcan libcralisnr lvas

unknown to India. In fact, thcre is
rcason to bclicvc lhat ancicnt India
was thc cradlc clf tcncts that fornr thc
corc of modcrn day libcralisnr. Tratli-
tional Indian socictics wcrc gencrall.y
pluralistic. Thc king, kshatriyaby castc,
was thc untlucstiorrcd sovcrcign. rvh<l
rvas vcncratcd as tlrc vcry incarrration
of strpcr-gcrd 'Visirnu' but iracl littlc
porvcr ovcr thc scats of lc:rrnirrg ancl

ovcr thc poor but scholarly brahmins.
Rajaji was fond of quoting a Gujarati
proverb nreaning, 'Where' the king is
a tradcr his subjccts are paupers'. The
political head had littlc todoin matters
of lcarning and trade.

This polycentrism may not, be-
causc of its caste basis, pass modern
day scrutiny; but it constituted, at least
in thcory, a rarc conrbination of muzzled
nronarchy and social prestige divorced
from both lvcalth and polvcr. The rcality
might not havc bcen fully as rosy as
all tha| that such values were cher-
ishcd at all so early in history is itself
rcmarkable cven whcn compared to
thc sittration lhcn prevailing in Eu-
rope, China or fapan.

Cradlc of Libcral Tcncts

Thc libcralism of ancicnt Indian
socicty docs not appr.ar to havc bccn
linritcd to supcrficial social and politi-
cal structLrrcs. The ancient Indians,
particularly of thc mainstrcam'Vedanta'
school propoundcd thcsc's that came
vcry closc to the philosophical assump-
tions of modc'rn libcralism - unique-
ness of thc individtral, rcjcction of
absol tr t isnr, skcpticisnr of atr t hclri t1' and
trust in thc cfficacy of competition.

Firstly, thc'Vcdanta' system hcld
all cltralitativc attributcs to be illusory
and rcfutcd all claims of authority by
tcnrporal institutions claiming divine
contacts. Truth, bcatrty and goodncss
rc'prcscnt ctcrnal pursuits - paths and
notstalious -on wlrichcvcn thc mighty
'Slriva' rr'cnds his rvay.

Sccondly, sincc tlrc jourlrey is thc'
tlring, cvcry individualcharts his course
according to his ovvn ligitt. Dcspitc thc'
illrrsory naturc of all cxistcncc onc is
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not to rcnounce action but pursue with
full de.votion all undcrtakings without
any attachmcnt.

Thirdly, thcrc is no contradiction
bctwccn the unitary and thc holistic.
The lights of an individual are consist-
ent with the objcct of thc'Universe. All
intcrmediaries likc Church and Plan-
ning Comnrission arc' pointlcss and
countcr-prod uctive.

Thc tyranny of a nronarch or of
a church would have bccn inconcciv-
ablc in thc'Vcdanta'socicty. It is a pity
that thosc wisc mcn sought to incrcase
their dcgrees of frccdom through ab-
stincnce rathcr thcn throtrgh gcnc.ra-
tion of afflucncc. This madc tlrcm
vulnerable to attacks by barbarian
hordcs. Worse still, thcy succumbcd
to thc vainglory that thcy had conre
to the end of history and could not dcr

bctter than continue in static cquilib-
rium till the cnd of time. Thus thcy
ordaincd thc disastrous castc systcm
- division of labourby accidcnt of birth
- rcsulting in intcrnal contradictions
that werc to prove so disastrous.

Plcthora of Statists
Thc British who, unlikc thcMuslim

invaders, had a libcral background,
establishcd the rule of law and in many
ways trcatcd India as a laboratory for
modcl-building. Thcir cfforts to bring
equality in the castc-ridde.n land u'crc
cffcctivcly thwartcd by thc rcvolt of
1857 and, tl'rercaftcr thcy linritcd thcir
rule' to administration and colonial
cxploitation. Maintcnancc of thc Raj,
naturally, had ovc'rriding priority.
Consequcntly British rulc, though soft
by colonial standards, was far from
bcing a libcral tlcrrrocracy.

Thc coming of thc' British gavc
rise to the grand mastcrs of Indian
libcralism, who gcncrally hcld thc vicw
that frccdonr wilhout cquality would
bc pointlcss and tlrat a pcriod of
probation undcr thc British would hclp
in rcnroving thc inctluitics of h.rdian
socicty. It rvotrld also give- birth to a

1;cntrinc nation of trnificcl pe'oplc in a

ncw cra of frccdonr. But thcrc wcre
othcr schools which pandcrcd to
poptrlar clrar,rvinislic cravings nrore
ef fcctivcly.
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Socio-Rcligious Movcmcnts
Firstly, thcrc r.r'crc a nuntbcr of

socio-rc.ligious rcfornrist movcments
which argucd that thcrc was nclthing
basically rvrong r^'ith Hindu socicty.
All it nccdcd rvas somc facc-lift and
a fcw corrcctions hcrc and thcrc. Hin-
dus wcrc dividcd and nccdcd to bc
forgcd into unity through conrmunity
acti vitics. Thcsc. ntovcntcnts pronrp tcd
various activitics likc conrnrrrnity or
nrass praycrs orr tlrc lincs of thc Christian
praycrs and Mrrslinr 'nanraz'. This vvas
tant.rnrount to abandoning lltc csscncc
of thc Hindu's irrdividualistic rclation-
ship with onc's pcrsonal God. Thc-rc
lvcrc othcrs likc Tilak lvho uscd public
worship of God Gancsha for political
mobilization.

Sccondly, tlrc.re wcrc nrovcmcnts
that sought to glorify indigcnotrs tra-
d i tions and history in ordcr to concrctisc.
thc idca of a Hindu nation - yct an-
othcr attcnrpt to follorv thc cxamplc
of the victors. Thcy wcrc ostcnsibly
upholding Hindtrisnr, but irr fact
jctttisoning its prccious core fright-
cncd by thc cngulfing storm. Thcprcscnt
day conrmunal forccs - BJP, RSS, VHP,
Shiv Scna - are dcsccndants of thcse
ntovcmcnts.

Opprcsscd Communitics
A third forcc that sprung up !r'as

basically a rcaction t<-r thc attcnrpts of
thc high-castcs to arrogatc to thcm-
sclvcs thc lcadcrship of thc cntirc
Hindu pcoplc inclrrding tlrosc castcs
and communitics that wcrc not al-
lowcd to cntcr Hindu tcnrplcs or to
touch Hindu scripturcs. Thcsc wcrc
dcnicd all acccss to cdr,rcation, dc.ccnt
livclihood and wcrc considcrcd un-
torrchablc. Anrbctlkar, Pcriyar, Ranta-
slvanri Naickcr and othcrs orgarriscd
ccrtain castcs and contntunitics fronr
thc backward classcs. Tlrc opprcsscd
comnrunitics havc traditiorrally bccn
artisans, and largcly sclf-cnrplclycd
workcrs. A progranrmc for thc dc-
strangulation of villagc indtrstric's
wotrld havc bccn approprintc for thc.

gcncral advartccrncnt of lhcsc pcoplc.
It is strangc tlrat thc lcadcrs of thc
o1'rprcsscd classcs failcd to cvolvc an
c.cononric pr()granlrnc trf tlris t,r'pt'. To
this datc, thc nroclcrn day dcsccndants
of this movcnrcnt arc infattratcd rvitlr

rcscrvation of jobs.

Candhian Platform
Candhi rcpre.scntcd a platform

nruch trucr to Hindu thought that
trphcld at thc samc timc somc sort of
ecunrcnism - thc idcntity of all faiths.
The Mahatma workcd activcly for social
rcform, propoundcd a villagc-bascd
constructivc programme for cconomic
advanccmcn t and introd uce'd a spirtual
dimcnsion in political activity which
lvas lo bccon'rc his hallnrark. Truth
and non-violcncc werc his crccd and
hc lvas opposcd to thc vcry idea of
a statc lvhich cor.rld not cxist without
violcncc. Candhi was as closc as one
can comc to thc idca of an anarchist
socicty. Faccd with the harsh rcalitics
of Iifc, hc nradc conccssions and com-
promiscs in his latcr ycars to such an
extcnt that hc acccptcd at onc stagc
thc nccd to nationalize all basic indus-
trics. Ncverthclcss, Candhism essen-
tially stood for minimal and
dcccntraliscd Covcrnmcnt.

Failurc of thc Nchruvian Modcl
Thc Russian rcvolution, claims of

socio-cconomic achicvcmcnts by the
ncw czars tl'rc.re and thc anti-impcri-
alist tiradcs of lhcse lattcr had struck
a sympathctic chord and cndcared
socialism to thc Indian masscs as also
intcllcctuals. Thc Congrcss Socialist
Party n'as formcd within thc Congrcss
itsclf, Nchrrr was hinrsclf full of social
c'ffcrvcsccncc since his visits to the
USSR. Socialism in India nrc.ant not
nationalization but rather owncrship
by thc toilcr. But tlrc Statc was to be
thc instrumc.nt of this transformation.

In sum, thc'Vcdanta' tradition of
libcralism got supprcsscd undcr suc-
ccssivc forcign rulcrs and thc filrccs
that participated in thc frccdom move-
nrcnt r,r'e.rc all statist in thc scnsc. that
thcy lookcd upon thc Statc as thc in-
strunrcnt fclr thc dcsircd transfornra-
tion. All of thcm favourcd a strong
intcrvcntionist Statc. Candhi's anar-
chism provcd to bc littlc morc than
thc scoring pcrint of arr obsctrrantist
vision. Indcpcrrdcnt India, irrstcad of
nrarking thc first stcp in thc dircctiotr
of dissoltrtion of thc Statc, as thc
Mahatnta cnvisioncd, bccatlc an in-
fanrous cxamplc of ,1't" 1;..'i1qc-pe'rmit
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rcginre with all its incvitable consc-
qucnces: povcrty, ill i tcracy, trnemploy-
nrcnt, indcbtcdncss, an incfficicnt and
corrupt bureaucracy, crinrinalisation
of politics etc. The cnd of thc Cold War
pullcd the rug from ttndcr thc fcct of
nrany a tinpot socialist rcginrc. Thc
Nchruvian socialist cdificc had bcgurr
to crumblc.

This ought to gladdcn the he-arts

of all frc.edonr-loving pcoplc who have
su ffcrcd for almost hal f a cc'ntury undcr
thc hccls of a nroth eatcn planning
rcginrc, A rcginrc lvhich workcd, in
cffcct, as crony capitalism - evcrything
is banncd unlcss you have thc ncccs-
sary contacts. Unfortunately, tl'rcy find
thcmsclvcs caught bctween the dcvil
and the decp sca.

The fall of the socialist brand of
statism, howcvcr, holds little promisc
for liberal democrats, Thc socialists
are fighting a not so valiant last ditch
bat tlc advocatin g wcl farc progfhmmcs,
protcction of the cnvironmcnt and a

policy of dolcs. The economic irnpnsse

has causcd disillusionmcnt in the public
nrind ovcr the capacity of any govcrn-
mcnt to do any colle'ctivc' good.

Thc situation is vcry similar to
the post Ve'rsaillcs situation in Gcr-
many. The forcign cxchange crisis that
forccd thc thcn ruling party into start
talking of economic rcfornrs has bccn
ovcrcome, at lcast for the timc bcing,
without any improvcmcnt in thc bal-
anccof trade.Thc fiscal dcficit is running
uncontrollcd. Political stability is a thing
of thc past. It only nccds one rcvcrsal,
economic or political, to put thc pco-
plc in a mood to wc'lconrc any comic-
book Hitlcr. A good nrrnrbcr of
aspirants arc alrcady hovcring around
stoking thc fircsof agc-old aninrositics
and prcaching communal and caste
hatrcd.

Fascism to Rcplace Socialism?
Otrt of thc variotrs political forccs

rvlrich cnrcrgcd aftcr thc advcnt of thc
llaj, tlrc anarchist Clandhian school has
fallcn by thc rva;,sirlc and bccontc
i rrclcvan t. Nch rtr v ia rr srrcial is nr stant'l s
discrcditcd btrt thc dy,nasty c(rlrtinucs
lo bc' r,cncratccl all thc. sanrc. Lcft-of-
Ccrrtrc. partir.s arc trying to scr.rsitizc
thc natirrn to thc issuc rrf 'rcvcrsc in-
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justice' through rcscrvation of jobs in
a bure.aucracy that has bccomc thc
nrost difficult burdcn for the'country.
It is thc Hindu chauvinistic partics
capitalising on issucs like dcsccration
or dcmolition of this tcmplc or that,
the abscncc of a conrnron civil code.,
Bangladc'sh inrntigrants, or the status
of fanrnru & Kaslrmir, to nrcntion a

fcw, that appcar to bc bcncfiting fronr
the situation.

The Hindu political partics are
r.rndcrstandably taking a protcctionist
positiorr in thcir ccononric programnre
to rcinforcc thcir patriotic image. Thcy
are drawing good reponse to thcir
opposition to thc cntry of nrultination-
als into India.

Whcre do thc libcral forccs stand
in all this? Organising libcrals is al-
mosta contradiction in tcrmsand hcnce
a formidable task in any country. Holv
docs onc sct about organising a highly
individualistic pe'ople opposcd to the
very idca of authority?

Thc Swatantra Party
Rajaji, who had a vcry higl'r stand-

ing among thc followcrs of Gandhi
and who bccamc the first Indian
Governor Gencral of indc.pcndcnt Ind ia,
had corrcctly forcsecn the disastcr that
Ncl'rru's licc-ncc-pcrmi t quota Raj would
producc. Hc foundcd thc first libcral
political party in India, lhc Srvatantra
Party. It startcd off wcll brrt r.r'as srvcpt
out in the Indira wave aftcr hcr Bang-
ladesh triumph in 7971.

Swatantra Bharat Party
In 1994, an attcnrpt was madc to

crcatc a new libcral party, Swatantra
Blrarat. It pollcd ovcr a nrillion votcs
in thc clcctions to thc Maharashtra
Statc asscnrbly brrt sccrrrcd orrly trvo
scats. Its chanccs in forthconring clcc-
tions arc nc.gligiblc sincc its cannot
cvcn rcgistcr itsclf withor,rt dishon-
cslly swcaring allcgiance. to socialisnr.

Econonric rcforms lrave conrc to
a grirrding lralt. Thc govcnrnrcnt con-
sitlcrs itsclf trntlcr obligatiorr to takc
rccorlrsc to blatantly populist nrcas-
trrcs. A scrious]rrogranrnrc of libcr-
alisation vr,ill rrcccl to rcstorc lau' ancl

ordcr, clcar thc Atrgcarr stablcs of thc
jrrciiciary, cut down t!rc forcst oI cco-

nonric rcgulations, dismantlc burcauc-
racy, rc.storc fundamcntal rights un-
dcr thc Constitution and work out a
rcasonablc cxit policy. Such a formi-
dable agc'nda would rccluirc a strong
govcrnnrcrrt. Therc is no prospcct of
this happcning in thc near or distant
ftr ture.

Chanccs for a Libcral Polity
In fact, vcry fcw appear to be

intc'restcd in a liberal polity. The
bcncficiarics of thc' socialist cpoch are
trying hard to thwart rcfornrs in cvcry
possiblc way. Political lcadcrs have
got uscd to carning commissions for
securing govcrnmcnt favours. Indus-
trialists think they cannot do without
statc protcction. Employecs with their
cushy jobs and sidc-incomcs want the
bureaucracy to expand and arc not
enthusiastic about privatization. Mafias
control politicians and governmcnts
and would not like to see their undcr-
ground empircs dcmolished through
libcralisation. The' only two catcgorics
of pcople who would be intcrcsted in
libcralisation and globalisation woulc!
bc thc farme rs whohavesuffcrcd hcfty
ncgativc. subsidics and consu mers r,r'ho

havc bccn flccccd by thc socialist
monopolist and havc had to pay
exhorbitant prices for shoddy goods.
Thc prospccts are far from bright.

Thc Indian Libcrals' only Ally
Br-rt hist<lry givcs anrplc cvidcnce

that libcrty blossonrs in thc most
uncxpcctcd of placcs and at se'cmingly
impossiblc timcs. The world is mov-
ing towards dcmolishing walls that
havc fragmcntcd and distortcd the
world. India could not rcmain for long
an islancl of statistn. Incliart history
shorvs that our pcople bclicvc in a
nrininral dcccncy and arc capable of
fighting against tyrants if an Indira
Gandhi conrcs alorrg. An Indian Hitlcr
u'ill havc to bc cxccptionally lucky to
survive for any lcngth of time. This
nrtrch hopc otrght to bc cnotrglr for
scckcrs of libcrty and ctltrality.

N{lt. SIIARAt) fOSllI is thc found('t of lhe
Slrt'tkari Srngltatrrta atrd lhc Swatalrtra Bharat
I'a rty.
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In the Cause of Tibetan Freedom

The People's Republic of China shut down the offices of the Friedrich
Naumann Foundation in China. The Foundation's commitment to the Tibetan

struggle thus forced it to sacrifice its long standing work in China.

Addrcssing thc Sccond Intcrna-
tional Confercnce of Tibct Support
Groups at the historic Wasserwerk (the
old Parliament building) in Bonn,
Germany, His Holincss thc Dalai Lama
emphasised that the Tibetan freedom
struggle should not bc viewed as anti-
Chinese or anti-China. He considcred
the international support more pro-
justice rather than pro-Tibct. To fur-
therclarify his point, His Holincss said:
"A clcar indication of this is thc grow-
ing support for and solidarity with
the non-violcnt Tibetan frcedom strug-
gle from among the Chinese pcople."

This was in sharp contrast to the
rigid stand the Chinese Government
had adopted in opposing the Confer-
ence. They forced the Cerman Cov-
ernment to withdraw financial support
to the Conference; thcy banncd the
activitics of the Fricdrich Naumann
Foundation in China whcn thc Foun-
dation stood its ground to go ahcad
with the Conference. His
Holincss's words wcre more
like a demonstration to the
whole world that "the issue
of Tibet cannot be resolved
through the usc of forcc." It
is only "through ncgotiation
we can find a mutually ac-
ceptable solution." He also
found fault with the Chincse
bclicf that the cntirc Tibctan
strugglc relied on one pcrson,
the Dalai Lama and if thc Dalai
Lama dicd, the entire Tibctan
struggle would collapsc.

violcnce and dcmocracy consistcnt. He
cautioncd the audience by saying that
international bodies and other insti-
tutions had failcd to give effcct to their
rcsolutions, and cconomic gains had
continued to ovcrride humanitarian
concerns. This was compounded by
the world's silcnce on thcse issues.
The time had come, hc said, for non
governmental organisations like the
Fricdrich Naumann Foundation to
shoulder grca tcr responsibili ty to help
Tibetans in thcir lcgitimatc political
dcmands and thcir right to individual
frcedom with dignity.

The Conference
Sino-Tibctan Dialogue, Democ-

racy and Future Tibet, Tibet Support
Groups (TSGs): their Achievemcnts
and Expansion, Prcsentation of Strat-
egics and Plan of Action, Lobbying
Stra tegies, Campa igning and Network-
ing rvcre some of thc thcmes the
confcrcncc touched upon. Among the

COURTESY: Llber.l nmc., Vol.lv, No.2, i996.

Jurgen Axer, Rcgional Reprcscntativc:
South Asia, Friedrich Naumann Foun-
dation, Mr. Tim Nunn, TSG UK,
Stcwart Johnson TSG Australia, MsEva
Hcrzer, lnternational Campaign for
Tibet, Washington, and Dr. Jan
Anderson. At the end of the two and
a half days conference, a joint plan of
action was adoptcd by the Tibct Sup-
port Groups to be implementcd in thcir
respective countries. More than 250
dclcgates from 56 countries partici-
patcd in the Confcrence convencd to
review the accorhplishments of the
Tibct Support Groups in the past six
years, and to establish a more co-
ordinated network for future cam-
paigns and strategies.

The Conference was jointly or-
ganised by the Tibetan Covernment
in Exile and the Fricdrich Naumann
Foundation.

During the Closing Ceremony
both Mr. Rabi Ray the former
speaker cif the Indian Parlia-
ment and Mr. Schwarz-
Schilling Member of the
German Parliament lauded
the steps taken by thc TSGs
and commended the organ-
isers for the courage they had
shown in hosting the confer-
encc. A most encouraging
statcmcnt for all the Tibct
Support Groups was made
by Mr. Rolf Berndt, the Ex-

@4 ccutive Chairman of the
Fricd rich Naumann Founda-
tion, when he offered the

Dr. otto Count ttalus^a,irtt ttc promincnt spcakcrs wcre Kalon Tashi Foundation as a platform for the third
Chairman of thc Fricdrich Naunrann ilungai and Mr. Tcmpa Tr;;i;;';;il TibctSupportGroups'Confcrenceafter
Foundation in his add rcss pointcd.t-ru, ;; thc Tibctan cou".n^oni irie,,ir", three years.
that His Holincss's scnse of dirccti'n p.or. sornahong Rinpochc, Chaiiman pressure from Chinahad bccn clcar' his l,yalty to n()n- oiin" riu",on isscmbly in Exilc, Dr. ----tho.o 

was trcmcndous pressure
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frurn thc Peoplc's Rcpublic of Cirina
to canccl thc Confcrcncc. Thc German
Forcign Ministry too cxprcssed its rcs-
crvations on thc Confcrcncc and thc
financial support for thc Confcrcncc
rvas rvithdrawn by thc Ministry of
Dcvclopment Co-opcra tion. Thc Foun-
dation still rcmaincd rcsolute in its
stand and wcnt ahcad rvith thc Con-
fcrcncc in full vigour. Prcss appcals
were madc to thc Ccrman public for
donations to financc thc Confcrcncc.
Tlrough thcrc is a long way to go bcforc
the rcquircd amount is collcctcd,
thanks to thc sympathctic public and
Tibct supportcrs, funds arc still trick-
ling in. Many of the Ovcrscas Tibct
Officcs have also hclpcd by collccting
donations from local Tibctans. In
rctaliation the Pcoplc's Rcpublic of
China shut down the officcs of the
Fricdrich Naumann Foundation in
China. The Foundation's commitment
to the Tibetan struggle thus, forccd it
to sacrificc its long standing work in
China. The rctrograde stcps by the
Pcoplc's Rcpublic of Clrina and thc
Gcrman Government cvokcd strung
protests in thc media.

Fall Out of the Conference
During thc national convention

of the Frcc Dcmocratic Party (FDP)
a joint rcsolution was passed condcmn-
ing thc pressure excrtcd by thc Pco-
plc's Rcpublic of China and applaudcd
thc Foundation for the dccision it had
takcn to oqganise the confcrcncc de-
spitc the prcssurcs it was subjcctcd
to. The resolution statcd that those
who live in frccdom have thq rcsPon-
sibility to spcak for the right to frcc-
dom of thosc who arc dcprivcd of it.
The FDP invitcd the Gcrman Covcrn-
nlcnt to intcnsifv its r...qucst to thc
Chincse Govcrnmcnt in Pcking to rcact
to thc cfforts of thc Dalai Lama and

the Tibctan Covcrnmcnt in Exilc for
a constructivc dialoguc. A sinrilar
rcsolution was also passcd bY thc
Young Liberals.

Gernran Parliarnent Resolution
A Ccrman l--rarlianrcrrt rcsolution

wlrich rr,as hanging firc for scvcral
months, was unaninrously passcd and

supportcd by thc Ccrnran Covcrnmcnt
a fcw days aftcr ,n" t"..tn6 Tilrct
Support Gmups Confcrcncc. The tlrrce
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;rage rcsolution rvhich lvas l.rassccl by
thc mcmbcrs of Parliamcnt bclonging
to thc CDU/CSU, SPD FDP, and thc
Bundnis90 /Thc Grccns, accuscd Chi na
of cradicatirrg Tibct's cultural idcntity
and perpctuating human riglrts viola-
tions. It callcd on thc Ccrnran Cov-
crnmcnt to incrcase its cfforts to
persuadc thc Covcrnmcnt of thc Pco-
plc's Rcpublic of China to rcspcct
human rights rvlrich arc acccptcd
world-rvidc and stop hun'ran rights
violations against Tibctans. It also
callcd on thc Chincsc Covcrnmcnt to
rcact positively to thc cfforts of thc
Dalai Lama and thc Tibctan Govcrn-
mcnt-in-Exilc for a constructive dia-
logue.

Beijing's Retaliation
In rctaliation, Bcijing canccllcd thc

visit of the Forcign Ministcr Mr. Kinkcl
to China, whilc Ccrmany canccllcd
thc visit of somc Cabinct Ministcrs to
Bcijing. Clcarly Bonn and Bcijing wcrc
caught in a political fcud, ripplcs of
rvhich havc sprcad thruugh thc wholc
rangc of Sino-Gcrman rclations. China
found Gcrmany's low kcy Tibct policy
acccptablc, but thc rcccnt dcvelop-
mcnts camc as a shock, Ccrmany, in
China's vicw sccmed to bc moving
closcr to rccognising Tibct. Tl'ris fcud
could harm Ccrmany's position as

China's major Europcan trading part-
ncr. Bilatcral tradc stands al DM 27
billion. Ccrman invcstmcnt in China
include a hugc Volksrvagcn projcct, a

crcd it linc for building an undcryround
railway in Shanghai and a DM 6 bil-
lion BASF plan to build an intcgratcd
pctrochcmical plant in Nanjing.

To the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation it rr'as morc than just
organising a confcrcncc, it mcant
standing by its bcliefs, its libcral
principlcs to support and prumotc basic

frccdoms of thc pcoplc and dcmocracy
not only in Tibct but around thc world.
This Confcrcncc clcarly succccdcd in
highlighting and bringing thc Tibctan
strugglc for frccdom not only amongst
thc Gcrnran pulrlic but to thc mcdia
and thc Ccrrnatr Covcrnmcnt, rvhtl
mav norv likc t<l rtthink somc of its
policics.

C0Ult I l:SY: Lilrcrul'li nes

INIRODUCTION

T IBET exisled os on indepen-
I dent slole for olmost two lhou-

sond yeors before lhe communist Chi-
nese invoded ond occupied lhe
country in 1949,

Tibel is siluoled ol lhe very heort
of Asio between Chino ond lndio,
covering o lolol oreo of 2,5 million
sq,km. lt is inhobiled by the Tibelon
people wiih o culture ond woy of life
lolollydifferenl from thot of lhe peoples

of the neighbouring countries, Tibet-

ans hove developed o unigue ond
exlremely rich cullure ond spirituol

lrodilions, o dislincl longuoge ond o
lorge body of literolure ond exquisite

works of ort, Tibeton civilizolion, which
goes bock to lhousonds of yeors, is

o sophisticoted ond voluoble conlri-
bution lo the heriloge of monkind,

Todoy, it is in donger of complete
deslruction ol the honds of lhe Chi-

nese outhorilies, Tibet's cullure ond
notionol identity ore being syslemoli-

colly deslroyed ond reploced bY

Chinese subslilules, More lhon .l,2

million Tibetons, oboul one sixth of the

lolol populotion, hove died in libel
since 1949 due lo politicol persecu-

lion. imprisonmenl, lorture ond fom-
ine, Over 6000 of Tibet's rich religious

ond olher cullurol cenlres hove been
destroyed. His Holiness, lhe Doloi Lomo,

spirituol ond polilicol leoder of the six

million Tibetons, wos forced lo leove

Tibet in 
.l959 

ond seek osylum in lndio,

Around 85,000 Tibelon refugees fol-

lowed him ol lhot lime ond soughl
refuge primorily in lndio, Nepol ond
Bhuton,

(to be continued)
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The Eleventh Commandment
'Thou Shalt Not Disclose'

N. B. Grant

"Security restrictions - foreign nationals not allolved", says a notice in one of
the Service Golf Clubs in Pune. There seerns to be a fear that, some top secret
military secrets may pass hands on the L9th hole - the club bar. If Moses gave
the world the Ten Commandments, the N{inistry of Defence has promulgated

an eleventh one - "Thou Shalt Not Disclose".

Rcccntly, whilc giving a talk at
thc Dcfcnce Scrviccs Staff Collegc, Mr.
Khuswant Singh was brutually frank
whcn he said that, in India, thcrc rvas
a vast gulf of incomprchcnsion, mu-
tual ignorancc and distrust bctwccn
the gcncral public, the mcdia and thc
armcd forces, and also bctwccn thc
milita ry a nd thc burcaucracy. Whcrcas
rvith thc mcdia rcp.rrcscnting thc lay
public, there is an apparcnt paucity of
evcn common military knowlcdgc,
lcave alone a dcsirc to acquire any
specialised knowlcdge of the armed
forccs, rvith the dcfcncc dcpartmcnt,
thcrc is a dclibcrate attcmpt to sup-
prcss information from reaching the
public whom it is supposcd to protcct.

Secrecy and Security
We sccm to have mixcd up sc-

crccy with sccurity, and do not sccm
to know thc diffcrencc bctwcen infor-
ma tion and sccrcts. Possibly, ours must
be the only country in the dcmocratic
world whcre, in this age of satcllite
imagcry, it is still forbiddcn to take
photogra phs at acrod romcs, dam sitcs,
bridgcs and cvcn railu'ay stations, lest
we givc away somc sccrcts of Jamcs
lVatt'ssteamcnginc, rvhich by thc rvay,
wc still usc. If onc totals up such arcas,
thcre will bc hardly any sl.ructurc or
place lcf t in this country which
rcrnains unclassificd. What a contrast
with thc USA, whcrc onc is allowcd
to visit and takc- PlrotograPhs of sat-
cllitcs, nrissilcs, and cvcrr thc unoccu-
picd rooms of thc Pcntagon. With us
evcn to cntcr South Block is a fcat in
itsclf.

It is not for a nromcnt bcing
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advocatcd, that wc as a nation must
not bc conccrncd rvith sccurity - far
from it. How can wc afford not to bc,
rvhcn Pakistan and China are continu-
ally brcathing dor.r'n our nccks, and
thc countrics of thc dcvclopcd rvorld
arc forcvcr sccking opportunitics for
thrvarting our cnde.avour to succccd.
Horvcvcr, rvhcn sccurity bccomcs an
obscssi<ln, and tcnds torvards nrysti-
cism, it not only bccomcs countcr-
productive but cvcn dangcrous. Just
one cxamplc should sufficc to brirrg
out thc absurd lcngths to which this
is carricd out.

Absurdities
Takc thc casc of thc libcral use

of thc APO addrcss of our military
formations. A typisll casc is tlrat of
a rcginrcnt located in Dclhi Carrton-
mcnt. Evcn thouglr the official addrcss
of thc unit is 56 APO, scorcs of mail,
specially from local civilians, invari-
ably come addrcsscd to:

Commandcr X Rcgt
Chitral Lincs
Dcllri Cant. c/o. 5(r APO.

Little is it knorvn that, although
3 ycars havc sincc;rasscd thc casualty
list of Opcration Pawan in Sri Lanka
still rcnrains cln thc sccrct list and lras

not bccn publishcd. So far, thcrc is not
onc authcntic boolg ora n official rc1'rort,
pul-rlishcd on tlrc Bangladcsh rvar of
1971. l{orvcvcr, tlrc onc that takcs thc
cakc is, that cvcn aftcr 30 ycan, lhc
Hcndcrson-Bnroks' rc[']ort on thc
Chincsc 19(>2 dclraclc, is still top sc-
crct, altl'rough almost cvcryorlc con-
ncctcd with that fiasco is now dcad
and gone.

Onc docs not rcalise tha t
suprcssion of dcsircd military infor-
nration ultimatcly boomrangs on the
a rmcd frlrccs thcmsclves. For example,
duc to lack of information on the de-
ploymcnt of thc army in the Punjab,
J&K, and Assam, wc havc comc under
thc scrutiny of Anrncsty Intcrnational
(AI) and evcn in thc UN. To make
mallcrs lvorsc, by not allorving AI to
come anywhcrc ncar thcse areas, we
havc only made thc falsc charges of
troops atrocitics stick.

Needless Censorship
It is bad cnough that publication

of military mattcrs is discouragcd in
thc prcss, howevcr, evcn articlcs in
Scrvicc journals arc subjcct to scverc
scrutiny and ccnsorship, as no scrving
officcr nray publish anylhing, any-
whcre, rvithout litcrally cach word of
thc tcxt bcing approvcd by thc Mili-
tary Intclligcnce Dircctoratc. Even an
articlc on gardcning would have to be
so scrutiniscd, lcst it has somc top
sccrct military ovcrtoncs hiddcn in the
namcs of thc florvcrs.

A glarrcc at sonrc of tl'rc foreign
journals, rvhich wc are still fortunate
to rcccivc will sl'row that if anything
thcy cncouragc officcrs to writc boldly
a nd givc out thcirvicws evcn on policy
mattcrs, no mattcr how controvcrsial
thcy arc. Wlrat is cvcn morc surprising
is, that in thcsc journals, no attcmPt
is nradc cithcr to c<lnccal thcir
rtrganisatiotrs ()r cvcn thcir ordcr of
Lrattlc. In this cotrncction, it was nor
surl.rrisirrg lo rcad tlrc othcr day a

articlc appcarirrg in thezlrrcrican Mili'
t try llci-tit'tu, rvhcrcitr trot tttrly thc cxact
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locations of thcir cruise missile sites
were given, but even the type of
equ ipmcnt which they containcd. Such
information would not only bc sacri-
lege to our journals, but the officcr
author would be in danger of bcing
court martiallcd!

Keep the Public in the Dark
One of the most telling effccts of

thcse types of sccrecy, is in keeping
thc tax paying public in the dark re-
garding dcfence mattcrs over which
they havc no control, but which they
should. Whercas in countries like thc
USA and UK, parliamcnts, and more
so the media, debate for months on
end defence spending, including
defence strategy and purchase of
equipmcnt, in our LokSabha, the entire
dcfcnce budget is passed without a

murmur in just an afternoon session.
This has often resulted in the past,
purchase of the world's most expen-
sive defence equipment system of
doubtful military value - the purchase
of the third aircraft carricr is a classic
example of this. It has now become a

standing joke that, if our'kept in the
dark' public or media want any
information on the Indian army, they
can get it over the countcr from the
British or US Institute of Strategic
Studies, and of course, from Jane's
fighting serics.

The Vietnam Experience
We havcn't yct lcarnt the lcsson

of Vietnam in supprcssing informa-
tion. Although the US won eve ry ba ttle
there, yet it lost the war. This was a
direct result of the US governmcnt,
but more so the thcn US President, of
not taking the American public, and
evcn thc army, into its confidcncc,
rcgarding the true aims and objcctives
of that campaign. Prcsident Bush
however saw to it that Victnam would
ncver bc repcated in the Gulf war,
whcre right from the word go, the
nation was taken into complctc con-
fidcnce and kcpt in the picturc at every
stage of Opcration Dcscrt Storm. Thc
administration, thc military, and thc
public mcdia, formr:d, as if it wcrc, a

joint command structurc, by allorving
it to sharc its battlc cxpcricncc in its
own living reoms.

To conclude, thc wcakcst link in
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our defcnce armour today is not of
military hardwa re, knowlcdge or skill.
It is not even the fighting spirit of the
Indian soldier, which is as high as
ever. The biggest weakness in our
d cfence sct up is a fa lsc scnsc of security,
whercby public information has bccn
made synonymous with military se-
crets. By over-classifying and placing
wrong emphasis on security, we al-
ways secm to bc giving away more
than what we scck to conceal. Aftcr
all, who are we afraid of - the cnemy
or ourselves? It is a rvell known axiom,
that the weaker and lcss preparcd a

nation, the more emphasis it lays on
false sccurity. Thc more powcrful a

nation, the lcss it tries to conceal its
military hardwarc; the idca being to
instil fear, rathcr than bcing afraid of
thc encmy.

We have today the fourth largcst,
a nd certainly the biggcst voluntccr a rmy
in the world. Our approach to security
should therefore bc to publicise our
strength and confidence, and not hide
our weakness and insecurity. In this,
the media will have a big rolc to play
in the future.

BRIG. N. B.GRANT(Retd.) is a freelance writer,
who contrib u te s to F reed on Firs! occasional ly.

'You can see, he's busy with.his advisers'

COURTESY: The Pioneer, November 4, 1996.

AMBUSH

An ovolonche of soldierq is on the
move,

Some in ormoured cors, some on
foot.

They ore ormed with corbines,
mortors, connons.

They ore hiding behind thickels
ond bushes,

They ore morching in the dork
steolthily,

Now they ore dispersing groduolly.

They ore forming groups ond
lurking in the shodows

Shodows ore moving lhrough
sound;

the scene hos kepl creotures
spellbound,

Shodows ore moving lowords o
porticulor object with delerminotion

Ihe shodows obruptly holi
Ihey lurn into crouching shodows
Ihe distqnce belween deslinotion
ond shodows is diminlshlng,

ln o froction of o second, o
deofenlng sound renders lhe oil
Clottering of corblnes, burstlng of
mortor shells,

Sputlering of blood, gosping for oir,
blood chilling cries

Vengeonce is wrought. o bottle is

fought

Lusl of vlclory hos led to mony
deoths,

Lots of deslruciion.

Ihere is celebrotion ond jubiliotion
in the comp
A mission is completed colled
"Night dreom"

The enemy posl ond bottolion is

nowhere lo be seen

Victory hos been ochieved by o
clever ombush

But of whot cost?

K. R. lhodoni..
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The Man and His Vision

There are two kinds of men: men of success and men of
are those who take more out of society than lvhat they

values are those who give to society more than lvhat
Undoubtedly Rajaji belonged to the latter

C. Rujagopalachari

Decentber 10, 1996 is the 717th birth
u n n iaersnty ol Chakraoafl i Rnjngopnlach nri,
hctln'knoun lo n gena'ntion goneby as Rajaji.
1996 is nlso tlrc yeat'zahat the credil'ilily ol
public figures in garernl nnd of polilicinns in
pnrticulnr has sunk to ut all-linte low. We

fclt it nppt'o1n'inle to renitd our rcnders tlmt
lherc lluas a tinrc not so long ngo zuhat tlme
wae pet'sons in public lit'e ulrc set an exam-
ple of probity by personal behnuiour. Oue
such fo'stttr tns Rnjnji - F.d.

Rajaji occupicd scveral positions
in his full span of ycars, first as a

succcssful mofussil advocatc from
Salem, later, a rcvolutionary Chair-
man of thc Salcm Municipality, a

frccdom fightca political lcadec Chicf
Ministcr of Madras, Ministcr in the
ccntral govcrnmcnt, Covcrnoi and
Covcrnor-Gcncral of India. Hc occu-
picd all of thcm with finc distinction
and lcft a lasting mark in cach of thc

' Rajaji Birthday Lecture, December 5, 1992.
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positions hc hcld.

I have, for the purposc of this
talk*, confincd mysclf to the follow-
ing aspccts of his lifc:

Attitude to lifc;

Pcrsonal qualitics;

Conccrn for thc poor and down-
troddcn;

Rcspcct for law; and

Economic philosophy.

Rajajit Attitude to Life
Hc firmly hcld thc viov that Cod

had a purposc in crcating evcry living
bcing, especially a human bcing, and
thcrcforc cvcry onc must pcrform his
dutics consistcnt with his talcnts and
capabilitics. Thc following passages
frorn his writings give an indication
of his philosoplry:

"Whcn a man pcrforms his pnrpcr
duty, he worships Him from whom
the world issucd and by whom all
that we sce is pcrvadcd. It is bcttcr
for one to do impcrfectly tlrc dutics
that fall to his lot than to do thosc of
othcrs pcrfcctly. One should not aban-
don onc's natural duty evcn if cvils
sccm to adlrcrc thcrcto. Evcry human
activity involvcs somc cvil as firc
carics smokc. Hc who works with
mind dctachcd and frcc from sclfish
longings is thc rcal sanyasi".

"Thc idcal citizcn should pcrform
his tasks and dutics with dctachmcnt.
His activitics should bc in thc gcncral
intcrcst, not for sclfish gain. This is
thc grcat tcaching of thc Cita tlrat has

iustly nradc it as falnous in nrodcrn

G. Narayanaswamy

values. Men of success
give to them. Men of
they take out of it.
category.

timcs as it is a classic in the Vcdantic
tradition. Out of the Upanishad tcach-
ing and its doctrine of the ultimate
rcality, thc modern citizen can derive
a fcarlcssness of spirit which, added
to thc dctachmcnt and rigorous ex-
ccution of dutics prcachcd by the Gita,
could make of cvcry citizen a verita-
blc giant in thc scrvice of society".

"Yoga is not tricks done with our
nrusclcs or our brcath or exhibitions
of physical skill and practice. Yoga is
thc cffort to purify our character. Yoga
is thc gcncral namc given to those
nrcntal opcrations which we should
practicc in ordcr to make the mind
clcan and rcmain pure without diffi-
culty."

"You may oftcn fall in thcse ef-
forts. But cvcry cffort adds strcngth
to your soul. Thcse efforts arc to the
soul what physical cxcrcise is to the
body. You may not see immediate
rcsults, but thcy strcngthcn the soul."

To my knowlcdge, he conductcd
himsclf in his private life and public
lifc cxactly in the manncr hc prcachcd.
Hc lrad a kccn intcllcct and a kccncr
mcmory and the wisdom to distin-
guish bctwccn good and evil. He used
thesc qualitics for thc bcncfit of the
country.

As a lawycr, he was cxtremely
succcssful. Hc bccamc Chairman of
thc Salcm Municipality at an early age

and as Chairnran, introduccd some
radical social rcforms. Hc i<lincd the
frccdom nrovcnrcnt, bccante a con-
scious followcr of Mahatnra Candhi
giving up his lcgal practicc and never
Iookcd Lrack. Evcn n'hilc activcly in-
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volved in the freedom movemcnt, he
continued to bc a pnrlific reade4, writct
social rcformer and intcllectual.

Concern for the Downtrodden
His concern for the poor and the

downtrodden was dccp and abiding.
Right thnough his life, he was con-
cerned with uplifting the lot the poor.
In 1937, as chief ministeq, he intro-
duced rcforms which opcncd templcs
to Harijans. The Mcenakshi Temple at
Madurai was the first to be thruwn
opcn. V. P. Singh has been claiming
that the27% rcscrvations was intcndcd
to bring the backward classes into thc
mainstream of socicty. Rajaji did this
nearly 50 years ago - long bcfore
Mandal - a reform that brought thc
Harijans into the mainstream. He
brought about an economic rcvolu-
tion with his Dcbt Rclicf Act whcre
debts of agriculturists who had paid
off a substantial portion were
statutorily writtcn off.

His obsessive championing of
prohibition is well known and was
intcndcd to improve the livcs of the
podr. Rajaji kncw that the consump-
tion of liquor and arrackby poor people
dcnicd them and thcir family mcm-
bcrs a normal life and the basic ne-
ccssitics of lifc. Hc was the first to
conccive of prohibition as a social and
economic mcasune, as early as 7937.

In 1938, Harvey Mills, an English
owned company in Ambasamudram,
had declared a lock-out bccause of a

labour dispute. The then Labour
Minister in Rajaji's Ministry, V. V. Giri
was unable to help in resolving the
dispute and the managemcnt arranged
for re-opening thc mills rvith loyal
workcrs. Rajaji issucd ordcru prohib-
iting the reopcning despite opposition
from the English Govcrnor.

The Swatantra Pfity had inhcr-
ited a two-ground plot of land at
Egmore, Madras, which Rajaji wantcd
sold. As the administrator of thc cs-
tate. I arrangcd for thc salc of thc plot
of land which also involvcd thc cvic-
tion of nearly 100 scavcngcr workcrs'
familics who had cncruachcd on thc
land.l informcd Rajajiof my prcposal.
Rajaji wanted to know how I proposcd
to rescttlc thc scavcngcrs. I rcplicd
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that it was not our problem. But Rajaji's
rcsponse was typical of his conccrn
for the poor. "lt is a human problem.
First arrange for their altcrnate ac-
commodation, mcet thcir cxpcnscs for
shifting to altcrnative sitcs and thcn
scll", he said. Tcars swcllcd in my
eyes and I wondcred: How could such
a man bc charged with being a capi-
talist and a fricnd of princcs and rajas!

Respect for Law
Rajaji's rcspcct for the law, both

in lcttcr and spirit was uniquc - whcthcr
he rvas in officc or out of it. This
contradictcd his rolc as a satyagrahi
during thc frccdom struggle. Probably
hc'would havc justificd it by saying
that he was a mcrc soldicr in the army
of the frccdom movcmcntand thc laws
he contravencd, dcscrvcd to bc op-
poscd, as thcy did not havc thc sanc-
tion of the moral law. It is cqually
possible that hc may havc, in rctro-
spect, sccing thc blatant misusc of
sa tyagraha in post-indcpcndcnt Ind ia,
dccidcd that satyagraha was onc of
thc causcs for thc pcoplc's disrcspcct
for the law. Bc that as it may, his
adhcrence to thc Rulc of Law as a
citizcn of frce India was unflinching.
Let me rccall a fcw instanccs.

Whcn he was chief ministcr of
Madras in.7952-53, a sub-inspcctor of
police from Madras had - whilc chas-
ing a criminal - crosscd over to ncigh-
bouring Mysorc and accidcntly shot
the criminal who dicd. Thc Mysore
State Police rcmandcd the policc of-
ficcr into custody. Rajaji took pcrsonal
intcrcst in thc mattcr and rcqucstcd
Mr. V. L. Ethiraj a highly rcspcctcd
but evcry expcnsive barristcr at that
tinrc, to pcrsonally argue thc bail
pctition in thc Mysorc High Court.
Mr. Ethiraj acccdcd to thc rcqucst of
Rajaji and had thc sub-inspcctor rc-
lcascd on bail.

At about thc same time, thc con-
stablcs of Madras city policc had gonc
on strikc but Rajajidcalt with thc strikc
vcry scvcrcly and thc strikc was prac-
tically brokcn within a day. Whcn hc
was congratulatcd thc ncxt day by
mcmbcrs of thc Madras Statc Asscm-
bly - which was thcn in scssion - he

rcqucstcd mcmbcn; not to discuss the
mattcr as it rclatcd to thc policc, hcncc

too dclicatc to be discusscd and to
trcat thc matter as closed.

Thcsc two instanccs clcarly indi-
cate that as an administrator he would
go all out to dcfcnd an officer who
was in troublc whilc hc was discharg-
ing his dutics and, at the same time,
would not toleratc the slightcst de-
grce of indisciplinc, particularly, in a
force whcre discipline was most cru-
cial. Hc was also aware that any
exccssivc public criticism of civil scrv-
ants would dcmoralisc the serviccs as
a wholc. Hcncc, his plea to thc Ma-
d ras lcgislators not to discuss the strike.

Comparc this with the prcscnt
day situation. How many ministcrs
would go all out to dcfcnd thcir of-
ficcrs in thc discha4ge of thcir dutics?
On thc contrary, we arc witnessing
thc sorry spcctacle of ministcrs join-
ing othcr mcmbcrs in publicly criti-
cising officcrs. This is one of thc rcasons
for the stccp dcmoralisation that has
sct in in thc civil scrviccs.

Integrity of Legislators
Rajaji always hcld the vicw that

if onc wishcd to cntcr politics or public
lifc, hc should have an indcpcndcnt
incomc of his own, as othcrwise, he
would bc forccd to make money out
of his public office or to cling to it at
all costs. To highlight this point, hc
once obscrvcd at a public mccting, (it
was, I think, in Chandigarh), that as

most of our politicians did not have
any ostcnsiblc source of income of their
own they could bc apprehcnded by
thc police undcr thc criminal prcce-
durc code to explain thcir source of
income.

Mcmbcrs of thc Andhra Lcgisla-
tive Asscmbly took umbrage and
initiatcd contcmpt procecdi ngs against
Rajaji. Hc could have easily ignorcd
thc procccdings or sought a stay oi-
dcr in law or done somcthing else to
exprcss his displcasurc. No Asscmbly
would darc touch him. But he did
nonc of thcsc things. Hc submittcd to
thc jurisdiction of thc Spcakcr of the
Andhra Pradcsh Asscmbly and made
writtcn rcprcscntations, cxplaining the
circumstanccs undcr which he had
made the obscrvations and that he
did not nrcan any disn-spcct to thc
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legislature or its membcrs. He also
dcputcd a lcading constitutional law-
ycr from Madras to Hydcrabad on his
bchalf to make a pcrsonal rcprcscnta-
tion.

I rccall his pointing out in his
rcpresentation that the conduct of
lcgislators thcmselvcs is a bettcr pro-
tcctor of thcir privilcgcs and author-
ity and thc morc they sought prctcction
by punitive action, thc worse it would
bc for thcir image and crcdibility.

Concern for the Poor.
About scvcn or cight months

bcforc he dicd - that was the last
occasion he callcd mc - he made cer-
tain dispositions which had attracted
a tax liability of lcss than Rs. 15,000.
I kncw - he also knew - that this was
a large financial burden on him, and,
in fact, beyond his means, though he
had bcen a Govcrnor-General, a Union
Ministcr and the State's Chief Minis-
ter. As I did not want him to be
burdened with this financial liability,
I suggcsted a simple and lawful altcr-
native. He did apprcciate my lcgal
approach and paid me tributes which
naturally made me hoppy. But to my
surprisc, he added: "You havb madc
yourself clear; but this is not my in-
tcntion. My intcntion is to do it here
and now Hcre is the chcquc for the
tax. Plcase pay it off. A businessman
can do what you have suggestcd; not
you or I."

Thcse words still ring in my ears.
In his opinon, a person in public life
or a profcssional should maintain
standards of ethics higher than that of
others and should bc prcparrd to bear
the conscqucnt additional burdcn.

While his compliancc with the law
was unhesitating and absolute, his
rcsistance to incquity - eithcr lcgisla-
tive or adrninistrative - was equally
absolute. But he did not take his re-
sistance to the strccts. He was confi-
dent of his intcllect and pcrsuasive
powers and always tricd to rcctify the
position through constitutional mcans.

For cxample, the govcrnmcnt of
Tamil Nadu had lcvicd a prcfcssion
tax on pcnsions. Hc rcprcscntcd to
the government that a pensioncr can
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by no stretch of imagination be con-
sidered to be carrying on a profcs-
sion. In fact, he docs the rcverse and
hcnce cannot bc taxcd. His rcprcsen-
tation and writ pctition in the Madras
High Court failcd. But hc took it to
the Suprcme Court and obtaincd a

verdict in favour of the pcnsioncrs.
The sum involvcd, in his case, was
lcss than Rs. 100. But thc fight rvas for
a cause.

A Matter of Principle
This incidcnt indicates Rajaji's

dctcrmination to fight for a cause and
exhibits cqually his willingness to
rcverse his stand if he was so con-
vinccd. In fact, it was only aftcr this
incident that hc showcrcd his affcc-
tion on me.

The Income Tax Appcllate Tribu-
nal, however, had hcld that thc sums
rcccivcd by him for thc salc of his
copyright in his publications likc the
Ramayana and Mahabharata, wcre
excmpt from tax bccause thcy wcrc in
the nature of capital rcccipts. Taking
the rcasoning out of this ordcr; he
claimcd that a sum of Rs. 100 hc had
rtccivcd from All India Radio for his
broadcast was excmpt because the
copyright of such talks vest with the
governmcnt. In fact, I argucd with him
that the amount involved was so small
that we nccd not embarass the de-
partmcnt. He did not agrce. On thc
contrary he wrotc to the dcpartment:
"The aqgumcnt that rclicf praycd for
is small and that any rclicf being givcn
to me will rcsult in a similar rclicf
given to a large numbcr of citizcns is
no justification for dcnying me this
relicf". The thcn Commissioncrl aftcr
consulting the Ccntral Board of Di-
rcct Thxcs, excmptcd thc income.

Compare this with the pgcscnt
day mcn in public lifc:

- How many formcr Covcrnor-Gcn-
erals/Presidcnts and former Chicf
Ministcrs would find a sum of Rs.

15,000 an unbcarablc financial
burden.

- The Spcaker of a Statc Asscmbly
rcfuscs to rcccive doticcs from thc

Suprcme Court to obey its dircc-
tive.

- A Sta te governmcnt faccs contempt
procccdings from the Supreme
Court for not obeying its orders.

- A State govcrnment refuses to
implcmcnt thc award of a River
l\h ters Tribu nal dcspite directions
from thc Suprcme Court.

- Proccssions arc taken out by the
ruling party with the support of
thc police and chicf minister to
condcmn/appreciate Supreme
Court dccisions.

- Thc Govcrnor of the'Rescrve Bank
admits that the chicfs of national-
iscd banks had not followed the
guidclincs laid down by the Cen-
tral Bank and disbursed crores of
ruPecs.

- Account payee cheques of crorcs
of rupccs are crcditcd to the ac-

counts of pcrsons other than the
payces and justified as a commer-
cial practice.

- The ruling party orders a bandh
against the ordcrs of the Court

- The Speaker of a State Assembly
assumcs that hc has absolute Pow-
ers, even to order the hanging of
a Pcrson.

- The exchange of physical blows
by lcgislators inside the Assembly
is now a common phenomenon.

- There are more walk outs and
lcgislators rushing to the well of
the House than well argued de-
ba tcs.

- Thc qucstion whethcr a lcgislator
can claim immunity in respect of
criminal acts, is actually being
dcbated!

Such illustrations can be multi-
plicd but I rcmcmbcr the famous words
of Acharya Kripalani: "lf you want to
break a govcrnmcnt, brcak its laws
f irst". Fortunately our law makcrs and
enforccment authoritics have not lef'
the job to us. They are doing it
thcmselves and doing itextremely well.
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The Path of Dhanna
Rajaji's philosophy on all mat-

tcrs (including ntatters rclating to
cconomics) rvas thc samc i.c. one
should lcad a lif.c of Dlun'rna and hc
should bc cnablcd to do so and any-
thing that comcs in the rvay of doing
his duty should bc dcmolishcd. All
his thoughts on cconomic mattcrs wcrc
on thcsc lincs. For cxanlplc, tl'rc abo-
lition of foodgrains rationing by him
in 7952 whcn hc rvas Chicf Ministcr
of Tamil Nadu and his campaign
against thc prcrnrit, liccncc, quota raj
arc instanccs of this thought. Food ra-
tioning was in force in 1952 rvhcn hc
became the Chicf Ministcr of Tamil
Nadu. He was awarc that though rice
was availablc in plcnty in tl-re black
markct, politicians, burcaucrats and
busincssmcn had dcvclopcd a vestcd
intcrcst in thc black market and thcy
would not pcrmit dismantling tlris
systcm corrupt as it was.

Thcrcforc, hc abol islicd ra tioni ng
overnight - against thc advice of civil
scrvants. Thc rcsult was ricc bccame
availablc in plcnty and thc black markct
collapscd.

Similarly, hc fclt that thc pcrmit,
liccncc raj was thc fountain of dishon-
esty and corruption and pcople had
to bribc or bc bribcd kr do thcir normal
d uty. He wcnt to the cxtcnt of startinl5
a political party, Thc Srvatantra Part1,,

at his advanccd agc to opposc thc
monstcrof corruption and to cncourage
the rulc of Dharma.

Rajaji was dubbcd a pro-capital-
ist rcactionary. The history of the
pcrmit, liccncc raj has now bccclmc a

part oi histrlrv. This svstcrn of pcp-
nrits, liccnccs and quotas whiclr was
bascd on Nchru's thcorctical political
philosophy of socialjusticc may havc
bccn rvcll conccivcd but, ovcr a pc-
riod of ycars, it nradc thc [iovcrrrmcnt
all powcrful and a ccntrc for tlrc grant
of patronagc.

In thc L'cginnirrg, liccrrccs rvcrc
issut'tl ort tlrc [,.tsis of c()n]lr('lcncc as

iudgcd Lry go"'crtrnrcnt officials and
ministcrs. Latcr; thcy bccamc instru-
nrcnts of thosc in authority to favour
thcir ncar aird clr''ar oncs. Lalcr, it rr'as
uscd to sccure political donatiorrs,
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ostcnsibly for political partics but
actually paid to ministcrs and politi-
cians, the dcstination of which pcoplc
are not sure. Now it has bccomc a

pcrmancnt sourcc of patrunagc, a tool
in thc hands of ministcrs, politicians
and civil scrvants for sclf-aggrandizc-
ment. Pcople no longcr considcr it cvil,
but a fixcd cost which is addcd to thc
pricc of thc products.

To sum up, the four aspccts of
Rajaji's lifc wcrc:

(i) sin-rplc and noblc thoughts

(ii) a gcnuinc conccrn for the poor
and the downtroddcn

(iii) rcspcct for Law, and

(iv) an economic philosophy bascd
on Dharma,

It is for you to dccidc to what extcnt
prcscnt day political lcadcrs conform
to thcse standards. Ostcntatious liv-
ing and a show of authority arc con-
sidcrcd prcrcquisites for stature. The
law makcrs and administrators have
rro rcspcct for the law but bclicve in
achicving results by agitation or by
pcrsonal violcncc or through somc
supcrstitious mcthods. If Rajaji's eco-
nomic policies are acccptcd today by
thc party in power, it is not out of
conviction, but from the nccd to gct
more moncy frcm the World Bank.

Thcrc arc trvo kinds of mcn: mcn
of succcss and mcn of valucs: Mcn of
succcss arc thosc who takc more out
of socicty than what thcygivc to thcm.
Mcn of valucs are thosc who givc to
socicty morc than what thcy takc out
of it. Undoubtcdlv Rajaii bckrngcd to
thc lattcr calcgory.

This urticlc is btscl on tlu llttjtji
Birthduy Lccture '1992 dcliacrcd by Mr.
C. N,u'nynnitsluinry in llotnltty on I)*
cernber 5,1992 utulu'tlrc nuspices of tht
llnjaji Lountlntion, Ilomltay.

l\{ R. (;. NA l{ AYA NASIVA N,l Y is a chartered ac-
courrtant an,l Clrairrnan of tlrc Cltcrtrrai-bas<tl
l{ajaii lnstitute of I'ublic Affairs.
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Self-Control is Culture

Culture is not just art or literature
or dancing or music or painting as
it prer,rails among a people. It is the
pattern of behaviour generally
accepted by a people. Culture is far
removed from freedom. No man of
culture feels free. He imposes on
himself all sorts of restraints. There
is joy and pride in the acceptance of
such restraints and no resentment or
pain.

- Rajaji

T
THE LAKSHMI MILLS COMPANY LIMITED
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"Clear light upon the holy candlestick"
M. S. Subbalakshmi and T. Sadasivam - A Life of Fulfilment

"As the clear light is upotr the holy can-

dlestick;
so is tlrc beauty of the fare in ripe age."

Eccl.,xxui,1.7 A ( Apocrypln)

A couplc of montl'rs ago, crolvds
wcrc packed in a vast conccrt hall tcl

fclicitatc thc most rcnowncd of cou-
plcs in the city (Madras, now callcd
'Chcnnai'), Sadasivam and Subba-
lakshmi. The crowds, thc scnse of hap-
piness bcing present, clcarly spoke vol-
umes of the great estccm that thcy
are hcld in thc city. Tributes, flo-
ral prcscnts - all testificd to the
affcction that they had elicitcd
from thc public. For Sadasivam
was 95 and Subba-lakshmi 80. This
was a memorable event of thc
year. Othcrs, not so lucky, have
to bc satisfied with the book "A
Life of Fulfilmcnt", which is full
of thc good things and rcading
which elcvatcs the mind. The
tributcs from fricnds and wcll
wishers all over the land, the
lovely photographs make this
book wcll worth prcscrving.

For sixty ycars and more, ,
Smt. M. S. Subbalakshmi has becn i
reigning the world of classical
music. She has graduated from it

one typc of music to another, and
has spread the screnity and quict
happincss that only music can
bring to millions of lay listcncrs
as wcll as to thc cogttosccnte. ln

dians is equatcd with this sing-
ing marvcl. During thc last sixty ycars,
many musicians have dominatcd the
sccne had thcir bricf day or days and
have joincd the anccstors. Diffcrcnt
fashions havc had tlrcir day. But shc
continues to bc suprcmc. Evcrt thc
jcans-clad, chcwing gum addictcd tccns
discovcrcd that thcrc was unforgctta-
blc magic in hcr music and rcmaincd
rapt listcncrs whcn thcy heard her for
the first timc in the St. Xavicr's Col-

Ocl ober-Decemhr:r 1 995

lcge, Bombay, a couple of years ago.
Pcople have thcir opinions, tastcs and
antipathics in their musical inclina-
tions. But all arc unanimous in thcir
voting hcr to bc the grcatcst songstcr
of thc prcscnt ccntury. Thc uncrowrrcd
rcpublican cmpcrors of India havc bccn
rapt listcners of her music. So has bccn
cvcn thc Mahatma, whosc onc short-
comirrg was pcrhaps his insensitivc-
ncss to music.

Not many may know that shc
began singing for the public even whcn
shc was in her pre-tccns. It was for-
tunatc that by thcn a discriminating
public had grown in thc small tou,ns
and largcr citics of South India and
thcy, not thc closcd r,r'orld of pctty
kings and zanrindars, lvcrc hcr pa-
tlons. Along with dcmocratisation of
nrodcrn social lifc, thcrc was a ncw
public that could support artists of
thc calibrc of Subbalakshnri. Making

R. Srinivasan

a name for hcrself in the towns of
south-east Asia and Burma, her name
sprcad to distant villages because of
tl're rcvolution in thc cutting of vinyl
rccords and the strains of hcr songs
were familiar to countlcss pcoplc and
thcy havc bccn prcserved for poster-
ity.

Shc assiduously improved hcr
rcpcrtoire and patiently lcarnt with
many mastcrs, gaining knowlcdge in

dcpth and the nuanccs of the
grammar of Car-natic music; the
libretto in many languages and
abovc all, correct enunciation.

She bcgan hcr musical ca-
rccr whcn womcn would not be
conccrt singcrs. It can be said
that hcr cxamplc, and her exccl-
lcncc, cncouragcd scvcral womcn
to follow hcr footstcps. Today,
about half of the conccrt artists
in the South are womcn. From
thc small, ill-equippcd halls of
tlrc towns of the south, to the
pcrformances in thc fcstivals at
Edinburgh and at Carnegie Hall,
Ncw York, the steady progrcss
of Subbalakshmi is not only a

rccord of the coming into its own
of thc ancicnt music of India,
but also of compclling the atten-
tion of the world of aesthctic
scnsibilitics tcl thc artistic trcas-
urcs of India.

Classical music in the south
has remained by and large

inspircd by rcligious cmotions and im-
agination and thc great namcs of music
have also bcen names of religious com-
poscrs. It is not, thcrcfore, surprising
tha t thc bulk of thc music of
Subbalakshmi is rcligious in inspiration
, and thc compositions are in diffcrent
Indian languagcs. To a pcople who
arc by and largc rcligious by tcmpe-
ramcut, thc music of Subbalakshmi
has elcvatcd rcligiilus ctrlotions to vcry
grcat aural lrcights; but such is the
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magic quality that those not religious
too arc equally transportcd by it.

Since her conccrt pcrformances
are rccord pcrformances witl'r envi-
ablc collcctions at thc gatcs, and since
hcr rc'cordcd music sclls by thc hun-
drcds of thousands, onc should have
expectcd hcr to have built for hcrsclf
the Indian equivalent of a mansion in
Capri. But Subbalakshmi, comparcd
to fcllow musicians, is ccrtainly not
afflucnt, if one wcre to take thc long
dccadcs that she has scrved the causc
and carned thc nrillions. This has bccn
mainly duc to hcr giving away in
charity, donations, and bcncfactions
to institutions that nccd a collcction.
She has carned like thc mcdieval Indian
mcrchants, n'ho crosscd the seas, but
likc thcm, shc has givcn ar.r'ay all of
thcm. And this has madc hcr doubly
dear to those who hold hcr in admi-
ration. Shc sings, not for wcalth, but
for the shecr happincss that music of
thc highcst sort evokcs; and equally
carncstly, shc donatcs all of it to causcs.

Almost the cntirc crcdit for the
pcrson that she is gocs to Shri Sada-
sivam, now the grand old man of India,
and Subbalakshmi's husband. Shc <;ftcn

says that all that shc is, is due to thc
cfforts of her husband, who has guidcd
hcr and helped hcr in cvcry stage in
hcr musical dcvclopmcnt. This might
appcar to bc a convcntional, Hindu
wife's statemcnt, rcflccting thc valucs
of a patriarchal socicty. But thosc who
know of the lives of both, havc amply
tcstificd to the truth of this.

One may quickly conclude that
he is the manager of Subbalakshmi,
admirristcring thc hundrcd and odd
things that nccd to bc' lookcd into, in
the lifc of a profcssional concert artist
in vcry grcat demand. Thosc who
dislikc him or arc cynical will dcscribc
him as a Svcngali to a Trilby. This
would be grossly unfair. It is truc that
Sadasivam managcs the nrusical af-
fairs of hir wifc. It would havc bccn
chacltic and he'r carccr wtruld have
comc to a stop long ago but for his
carcful nurturing of hcr gcnius and
guiding hcr firmly and carcfull.y. But
hc is no mcre managcr.

For, by' the tinrc hc had nrarricd
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Subbalakshmi, he had nradc a mark
for himsclf as a nationalist and a daunt-
lcss fightcr for the frccdom of India,
a salcsnran norrpareil of Khadi ovcr
thc lcngth and brcadth of Tamiluadu,
one rvho had cut his political tccth in
the politics of cxtrc'mist nationalism
undcr Subramania Siva and onc who
marchcd, singing thc inspiring politi-
cal songs of Subramania Bharati in
thc strccts of thc tou'n of Ltdia, in-
spiring and rccruiting numcrous fol-
lowcrs to thc nationalist cause. Like
many of his gcncration, Ire brokc thc
laws, participatcd in tlrc Salt Satya-
graha and had his spclls in jail, r.r'hcrc
again hc formcd abiding fricndships
and lifc long contacts.

Later, he was to join thc most
famous of the Tamil wccklics, tlrc
Ananda Viketan and thc manncr hc wcnt
about raising advcrtiscmcnt rcvcnue
for the journal was fantastic and was
to surprise cvcn professional advcr-
tising agcncics.

Brcaking off from thc journal hc,
along with like mindcd collcagucs and
fricnds, startcd a wcckly in Tamil
which was to brcak rccords in circu-
lation and in attracting talcnt. Hc had,
as his collcague and cditor, thc fa-
mous Kalki, and togcther, thcy madc
a pcrfcct match. Sincc both wcre
dcvotcd folkrwcrs of Rajaji, thc maga-
zir.rc began to fcaturc thc impcrish-
ablc rc-telling of thc cpic talcs by this
modern Vyasa. A whclle gcncration
wcnt to school in thc pagcs of the
journal and imbibcd tlre values of
humanism rcading thc Kalki.

Latcr, hc madc Srunrniyn thc vc-
hiclc for Rajaji, offcring a forum to
rcach vast nunrbcrs and teaching thc
alphabct of a public philosophy. Ncvcr
r.r'as thcre morc nc.cd than thcn for
political cducation. Sadasivam found
vcry ablc cditors to run thc Stt,arajya
and his pagcs distillcd thc csscnce of
modcrn libcral dcmocratic politics to
a gcncration that was lurcd by thc
sircn voiccs clf socialisrn ;11d 6lrllcc-
tivism.

It rvas to frrnd thcsc jorrrnals tltat
Sadasivam askcd Subbalaksltmi to act
in films. Arrd thc hcight of hcr acting
carL'cr $'as in lvfccra, *'hich, troth irr

its Hindi and Tamil vcrsions, was to
capturc thc imagination and the
emotions of millions of people. Hav-
ing prcscntcd Subbalaksl.rmi as Mecra,
Sadasivam did not rrr'ant that imagc to
bc cffaccd from the mcmory of the
public with a lncrc gross cinematic
rolc. And, in this pcrhaps, he has good
rcason. No latcr Mccra rctakcs have
appcalcd to the public as
Subbalakshmi's.
' Thc vast bungalow at Kalki Gar-

dcns n'as not only thc home of this
pair, it *'as also thc rcndczvous of
many rvho dccidcd to visit the city.
Many a figure that passed by, paused
to acccpt thc hospitality of the
Sadasivams and thcy rcmaincd fricnds
for life.

Priuciplcd to the littlcst bonc,
Sadasivam took thc advcrsities that
camc thcir vr'ay stoically, and sold off
thc cntirc propcrty, to scttle thc ducs
of thc workcrs who had in a moment
of pir'1uc, dcclarcd a strikc and pcr-
sistcd in it. Moving to a small resi-
dcnce, he pursucd his intcrests with
thc samc intcnsity of pursuit. The con-
ccrts of Subbalakshmi continucd, but
not for augnrcnting the incomc, but
for causes dcar to thcm, the founding
of a eye hospital with supcr spcciali-
tics or somc othcr etlually worthy
causc.

Both Subbalakshmi and Sada-
sivanr norv livc a lifc of contcntrncnt,
what r.r'ith a host of dcar fricnds and
colleagucs, a growing group of a

youngcr gcncration dcvotcd to them.
Theirs surcly is a lifc fulfilled and in
Erikson's phrasc, thcy have given back
to thc corlnrr.rnity, more than u'hat
thcy rcccivcd, and this is thc fulfil-
mcnt so gloqucntly cxpresscd by
Bror+'ning

Grow old along with me!
Thc bcst is yct to be,
Thc last of lifc, for which tlre

first was madc:
Our timcs arc in His hand
Who saitlr, 'A rvholc I planncd,
Youth sholr's but ltalf; trust Cod:

scc all, trcrr bc afraid!'

DR. R. SRINMSAN is a rctirc'd Profcssor of
Politics, IUurnbai Univcrsily. and Associrlc
Ediloi, Frccdon Fist.
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Annie Besant
D. Anjaneyulu

"To see India free, to see her hold her head high among the nations, to see her
sons and daughters respected everywhere, to see her worthy of her mighty

past, engaged in building a yet mightier future - is this not worth working for,
worth suffering for; worth living for and worth dying for?"

We don't sccm to know or
renrcmbcr nrany of our nation
buildcrs. With thc possible excep-
tion of those whose birth
annive rsarics are cclc-brated under
governmental auspices. Even
among these, there are quite a
few, the significancc of whose life
and work is hardly familiar to the
youngcr generation. Those born
aftcr our political Indcpendence.
And for no fault of theirs either.
Because, they are presumably fed
on the exploits of the current
immortals, they might go away
with the imprcssion that the
history of modcrn India begins
in 1947 or 1967 , or even latcr still.

Lct us remind ourselves of
two chronological facts whose
inncr mcaning we may not know,
not fully, at any rate. Dr. Annie
Besant was born on 1 October
(1847); and Mahatma Gandhi on 2
Octobcr (1869). Forgetting the gap in
years, it is worth noting that Bcsant
was born a day bcforc Gandhi. Not
all of us nray bc alvarc of thc nrystic
significance of this lenrporal juxta-
position. But in tcrms of commonscnsc,
onc may bc pcrmittcd to concludc by
way of a surmisc that Gandhi n'as
dcstincd to complctc thc work, poli tical,
social and othgr, donc by Bcsant. It is
possible that hc had improvcd upon
it, atlcast tricd to, in sonrc- rcspc.cts;
supcrscdcd it in sonrc othcrs, dcstroycd
it in yct othcrs, lvith disastrous rcsults.

Thc Early Ycars
l)olitical activity r.r'as only onc

aspcct of hc.r nrany-sidcd pcrsonality.
To dcscribc it as dynanric, ctrarisrnatic
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and inspiring would be doing
inadequate justicc to it. With no grcat
advantages of birth, wealth or edu-
cation, Mrs. Bcsant made a mark in
public lifc, against many odds, in hcr
path-brcaking rr,ork as a licutcnant of
Charles Bradlaugh. Thcir ficlds
includcd frcc thinkirrg, socialism and
birth control. Thcsc covcrcd the first
45. ycars of Mrs. Bcsant work, all of
which werc in England.

Thcosophist
Hcr mccting, about this tinrc., with

Macianrc Blavatsky, lhc fotrndcr of the
Thcosophical Socicty and thc rcading
of hcr r,,'ork "Thc Sccrct Doctrinc'i, hcr
,,tngnu,n optls, provcd a nra.ior turning

,point in thc carccr of Mrs. Bcsant. It
ga"'c hcr a ncrr' r'ision arrd shc tlcciclccl
to ca1'rlu1c arrcl prcrpagatc that vision.

In pursuit of this vision, she left for
India in 1892, staying on hcre till the
end of hcr life. For those forty odd
years, shc dcdicated her energies to
the service of India. In fact, she iden-
tified hcrsclf so totally with the
welfarc and progress of India that
it would be difficult to think of any
native-born Indian who could equal
her in this rcspect.

In a lccture delivered on 5

Novcmber 1 893 on "The Birth of New
India", Mrs. Bcsant said :

"When I think of India, I think of
her in the greatness of her past,
not in the degradation of her
prescnt. ... To me she is in very
truth the Holy Land, the land whose
grcat philosophy has been the
source of all the philosophies of
thc Wcstcrn World, the land whose
grcat religion has bcen the origin
of all religions, the mother of
spirituality, the cradle ot
civilization... "

Rcbuilding India
[Icr all absorbing ainr was to

awakcn India from hcr agc-long slum-
ber and stimulatc her to capture the
grcatncss of thc distant past. For this
purposc, shc planncd her prog-ramme
of workin fourdiffc-rent ficlds: Rcligious
and cul tural rcnaissancc; education with
social harnrony; promotion of disci-
plinc; and charactcr building at thc
pcrsonal and natiorral lcvcl. Somc
dcgrcc of <lvcrlapping is pcrhaps
incvitablc in thc classification of thcsc
ca tcgorics.

Tlrcsc arc sunttncd upby hcr chicf
lir:utcnarrt, Dr. C. S. Arundalc- in thrce'
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conrpact phrascs: right individual
citizcnship; right nationhood; and right
rvorld citizcnship. Shc applicd thcsc
principlcs to thc taskof rebuildinglndia,
lvhich shc undcrtook on thc conrnrand
of hc.r supcriors.

Dr. Bcsant was all for a propcr
study of rcligion, lvi th spccial rcfcrcncc
to the main rcligions of India,
Hinduism in particular. She bclicvcd
it ncccssary for social harmony
towards the idea of 'national unity or
integration' (an cxprcssion that camc
into vogue during the primc mini-
stcrship of Nchru). She saw thrcc
cultural heritages in the history of India
(i) Vedic or Hindu; (2) Buddhistic; and
(3) Islamic. She took carc to point out
that thcse hcritagcs wcre not mutually
exclusive. Hindus went to Buddhist
monastcries and Buddhists lcarncd
form Brahmin sages and Vcdicscholars.
Becausc lcarning was valucd and
l'ronourcd.

We havc it on hcr authority that
Prophct Muhammc.d sct the ink of thc
scholar abovc the blood of the martyr.
She rcmindcd us how thc torch of
scicnce lvas carricd aloft by Islarn
during the period of the dark ages of
Europc. At thehcight of Islamicpowcr,
tolerance was shor,r'n for all rcligions.
Hindu Slnstrns wcrc translatcd by
Hindr.r pandits for thc good of all. Anrir
Khusro and Dara Shikoh wcrc notablc
examplcs of rcligious understanding,
apart from Empcror Akbar, who encou-
ragcd intcr-rcligious discussions, which
lcd to the evolution of his Din-Illahi.

As an ardcnt thcosophist and a

dcdicatcd scrvarlt of Irrdia, shc lookcd
forrvard to a rcvival of India's spiritual
lifc. For this shc r,r'antcd Indians to
lvclcome thc latcst, and the most anc-
icnt, cxprcssion of thc spirit - Thco-
sophy, thc suprcme scicnce. Accor-ding
to hcr, India can ncvcr again bc grcat,
save as she is rcligious, save as she
gains thc spirituality that shc has lost.
Shc said :

"It is thc spirittral sight which is thc
truc vision. That spiritual cons-
ciousncss allvays spcaks for unity,
for brothcrhood, for scrvice and for
sacrificc; as it unfolds, it will bring
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the matcrials for a noblcr social
Statc".

Ncxt to spiri trral rcvival, Dr. Bcsant
laid the grcatcst store. by education.
Br.rt, shc rvantcd to build thc cdificc
of education also on sound rcligious
and spiritual foundations.

The objcct of education was,
according to hcr: To train thc. body;
to train the cnrotions; to evolvc and
disciplinc thc' mind; to subduc body,
emotion and mind to thc spirit, the
Inner Rulcr Imntortal. Shc put all this
in a nutshcll, lr,hcn shc said it lr'as "to
make a man a good citize'n of a frcc
and spiritual Commonwcalth of
Humanity".

Education
She rcitcratcd the point that

"Rcligion is ncccssary as thc basis of
Morality - "as thc inspiration of Art"
as thc foundation of original litc-raturc.
"For disciplining the mind, shc cmpha-
siscd the value of right thinking,
discrimination, judgcmcnt and right
mcmory. To translatc thcsc idcas into
rcality, shc startc'd thc Ccntral Hindu
Collcgc at Bcnaras in thc carly ycars
of this ccntury. It bccame thc nuclcus
of the Bcnaras Hindu University, in
due course.

Latcr, shc foundcd thc National
Univcrsity in Madras, with Rabin-
dranath Tagorc as thc Chanccllor.

On thc idcal of national cducation
shc said: "You may dig your gold whcr-
cvc.r you like - in Australia, Amcrica
or India - but you must stamp it in
thc Indian mint". Shc wantcd to Indian-
isc cdr,rcation in this couutry; nclt takc
it ar\'ay fronr thc roots or rcgiorralisc
it, with thc dangcr of divisivc and
isolationist forccs taking thc uppcr
hand.

Two allicd institutions stand to
hcr crcdit. Onc is thc Bharat Scouts
and Gr.ridcs for instilling disciplinc
anlong thc studcrrts, rvilltou t alic'rra ting
thcnr from thcir nativc anrlricncc and
national scntinrcnt. Thc' othcr is thc
Y.M.I.A. (Yotrng Mcn's Indian Asso-
ciation) in Madras, nrcant to providc
an avcnuc for social life'and rccrcatiotral
facilitics for thc studcnts ar.rd othcr

young n'rcn, with no denominational
ovcrtoncs and other angularitics.

Frccdom Movcmcnt
It r,r'as ovcr two dccadcs (22years,

to bc cxact), aftcr I'rcr arrival in India
and sustaincd work for Thcosophy and
cducation that Mrs. Bcsant began to
takc activc intercst in Indian politics.
Shc chose to take the plunge in 1914;
idcntifying hcrsclf with thc struggle
for frccdonr. But this had dcep roots
in hcr psychc. As carly as 1883, writing
on 'Civil and Rcligious Libcrty', she
said:

"Libcrty is immortal and etcrnal,
and hcr triumph is surc, holvcvcr.
it nray bc dclaycd - and hcrs is also
thc triumph of tomorrow if only we
rr'ho adore hcr, can be true to
oursclvcs and to each othcr. But
thcy who love hcr must work for
he r, as wc'll as worship hcr, for labour
is thc only praycr to libcrty, and
dcvotion thc praisc. ..."

She campaigned for Dadabhai
Naoroji in thc British Gencral Elcction
in 1892, bcforc lcaving for India. In
1914, shc startc.d an English rvcckly,
Tlrc Conunonzoenltlt, to strcngthcn her
plc.a for India's frccdom and hcr mem-
bcrship of thc Britisl'r Commonwcalth,
lvith thc grant of Dominion status.
Pr.rrchasing an English daily, the
Madrns Standnrcl, shc rcnamcd it Nct
Indiato widcn hcr campaign forHome
Rulc for India. Shc also sought to bring
thc two groups in thc Indian National
Congrcss, thc "Modcratcs" and the
"Extrcmists" togcthcr and succceded
to an cxtcnt in 1916.

It rr'as in the samc ycar that she

startcd thc Indian Homc Rulc Lcague,
to prcss hcr dcmand, trcating England's
nccd in thc war as India's opportunity
(anticipating thc stratcgy of Subhas
Bosc in 1939). Hcr whirlwind camP-
aign across the country provokcd the
Clovcrnmcnt to pcnalise hcr journals
and intcrn hcr in OotY. Mahatma
Candh i and othc'r national lcadcrs thrcw
thcir rvcight on hcr side. Shc was
rclcascd soon aftcr E. S. Montagu's
anllounccmcnt of thc policy of encou-
raging rcsponsiblc sclf-govcrnment in
India in gradual stagcs.
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Congrcss Prcsidcnt
She reachcd thc zenith of hcr

political carccr towards thc closc of
1917, lvhcn she was elcctcd Prcsidcnt
of thc Calcutta scssion of thc Indian
National Congrcss. That rvas hcr fincst
hour. Shc rvas thc first lvonran to bc
electcd to that atrgust position.
Outlining thc objcctivcs of hc'r scrvicc
to thc Nation, she said in hcr addrcss,
incidcntally thc longest and most
comprchcnsive:

"To sce India frcc, to sce hcr hold
her hcad high arnong thc nations,
to sce hcr sons and daughtcrs
rcspcctcd cvcry-u'hcrc, to sce hcr
rvorthy of hcr mighty past, engagcd
in building a yet mightier futurc -
is this not lvorth working for, worth
suffcring for; worth living for and
worth dying for"?

On the Montagu-Chclmsford
Constitutional Rcforms, publishcd in
1918, contcmplating Dyarchy in the
Provinccs and virtual sfnlrrs qtro at thc
Ccntrc, Mrs. Bcsant rejcctcd them as

"unlvorthy of India to accept". Thcy
werc dcscribcd as "disappointing and
unsatisfactory". But on sccond tlroughts,
shc finally strpportcd thc Libcrals who
wcrc willing to acccpt thc'm and wantcd
to ask for morc latcr.

Rclations with Gandhiii
Dr. Bcsant's rclations with

Mahatnra Gandhi wcre ambivalcnt. It
lvas a case of mutual undcrstanding,
to bcgin with, markcd by his respcct
of hcr; and hcr admiration and affcction
for him. But thc cvcnts of 1920 and
thcrcaftcr actcd as a rude jolt. The
Rowlatt Act, thc ]alianwala Baug
nlassacrc, thc Khilafat agitation, thc
non-cooperation nrovcmcnt and thc
Triplc Boycott (of Councils, Courts and
Collcgcs) drovc a wcdgcbc'twccn thcm
r,r.hich grew widcr and widcr.

Candhi was all for dircct action
and mass agitation. Hc had no patic'nce'
with thc slow and gradual proccss of
parlianrentary activity. Hc could bc
dcscribcd as a kind of "political
anarchist". Bcsant \vas a cclnsti-
tutiorralist by conviction, who bclievcd
in law and ordcr. Though Candlti
asscrte'd repcatcdly that hc followcd
a policy ut "t.rur.,-r,icrlcnt notr-coopc-
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ration", violcncc cor.rld not bc avoidcd
in1920-21,1931 or 19-12 and latcr. Bcsant
fcarcd that this policy of his n'ould stir
up hatrcd bctwccn the- govcrnrnent and
thc pcoplc and fonrcnt race hatrcd,
lvhich lvas cvcn nrore dangcrous. Shc
also fclt that nou-coopcration vr.or.rld

nlcan a "rcvcrsion to anarchy, a violcnt
brcaking of all thc mutual tics lvhich
bind mcn togcthe'r".

It is a sad thing for us to rcflcct
that all her fcars camc truc. Shc had
oftcn warncd Candhi and othcrnational
lcadcrs agair.rst thc iudulgcncc of youth
in acts of sporadic violcncc. She told
thcm that "brickbats rvill bc mct by
bullc.ts". But thc cxcitcd youth of thc
dayand thcir misguidcd lcadcrs turncd
a dcaf car to thc voicc of rcason fronr
her.

Rcason versus Populism
Anotl'rcrbasic idcal of Gandhi was

thc promotion of Hindu-Muslim trnity.
Thc idca was commcndablc. But it did
not lvork out in thc manncr cnvisagcd
by him. Hc cxtcndcd Congrcss sr.rpport
to the Khilafat agitation (pan-Islamic
in its aspiration), initiatcd by thc'Ali
brothers, though thc National Congrcss
had nothing to do rvith it in principlc.
Gandhi probably wantcd to earn
Muslim goodwill for his own
movcmcnt, but hc did not succccd, as

was evidcnt from latcr Congrcss
campaigns. Muslim participation bcgan
to dccline and'almost diminishcd
towards thc cnd. Shc had always bccn
sccptical about this.

Popular rcsponsc is not always
bascd on rcason, and discrinrination.
It is morc oftcn just thc rcvcrsc. As
Candhi's inrpact rosc, Besatrt's infltr-
cncc bcgan to dcclinc. Evetr so, shc
rcmainc.d truc to hcr convictions and
u'cnt ahcad with hcr lifc's nrissiorr of
scrvice to India. In kccping rvith hcr
idcal of sclf-govcrnmcnt through sclf-
dctcrmination, shc draftcd thc
Commonwealth of India Bill with thc
hclp of Sir Tcj Bahadtrr Sapru, anrong
othcr constitrrtioual cxpcrts. Thotrgh
it u,as introdrrccd in tlrc Ccrrnrlons by
Cicorgc Lansbury, the' Labour lcadcr,
it was not pr,rrstrcd.

While giving Gandhi his dr.rc for
patriotisrn, coLrragc and intcgrity,

Bcsant was qrritc frank abotrt his mct-
hods. Shc was far from happy about
thc violcncc of his "non-violcncc".

Explairring hcrsclf, shc said:

"Thc non-coopcration move-
nrcnt has produccd an unpara-
llclcd crop of hatrcd, violence,
and lalvlcssncss, as all of us lvho
have livcd through it know".

Lasting Contribution
Mrs. Bcsant, who dicd in 1933,

at the agc of 86, wad denicd the
satisfaction of sccing India attain
frccdom in 7947. But thosc of us who
chcrish hcr nrcmory and rcmcmbcr hcr
sc.rviccs to thc country of hcr adoption
havc reason for satisfaction tl'rat two
of hcr nrajor objcctivcs wcre ultimately
achicvcd - India attaincd Indcpcndcnce,
largcly through constitutional mcans;
and shc has choscn to remain in the
Com-monwcalth. Indo-Bri tish rclations
continuc on cluitc fricndly tcrms.

It is lcarnt from those r,r'ho had
hcard Mrs. Bcsant spcak in public that
shc was mcticulous in organising hcr
spccchcs.

Hcr mcctings lr'hotrld start on time.
She would spcak for exactly onc hour.
The specchcs were all extcmpore'
Ancillarics like wclcome addrcss and
votc of thanks would prcccdc, not
follow hcrcaddrcss, Shcwasparticular
that the cffcct of hcr addrcss should
not bc spoilt by anything tltat followed
ir.

Thcse arc all conditions more
honourcd in thc brcach than in the
obscrvancc in our time. In this, as in
nranv othcr fcaturcs, hcr practice is
rvorth;, of cnrulation by spcakcrs in
this country, irrespcctivc of the
larrgrragc usc'd by thcm.

In thc forty-odd ycars of hcr tirc'lcss

scrvicc to India, Mrs. Bcsant always
strovc for thc cvolution of a ncw India.
This nrcarrt: good citizcnship, markcd
by disciplinc, including punctuality,
ccrnsiclcration for othcrs, intc'grity of
charactcr, and social harmony, con-
tribtrting tcr national urrity. Can lve
c\[rcct tlrorc of an)' n'tion-buildcr?

DR. D. ANTANEYULU,in aulhorandiournalist,
is a ftcqucrtt corttribulor lo Frcedon I'irst'
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Aung San Suu Kyi
awarded the Liberal International's
Prize for Freedom 1995

In a statcmcnt communicated by
tclcphone from Rangoon to London,
the Burmese' dcmocratic lcader Darv
Aung San Suu Kyi spoke of he.r wish
to dcvclop a liberal socicty in Burma
"... vvl'rich enconrpass the hopes and
aspirations of thc diffcr-
ent c'thnic pcoples and
divcrsc political forccs
that make up our nation".

Hcr statcmcnt was
made to Sir David Stccl
on the occasion of thc
prcscntation of the Prizc
for Frccdom 1995 on 9 July
7996 at the National t'P:f
cral Club in London. At 

I

lhe retlucst of Aung San I

Suu Kyi it was acceptcd
on ltcr behalf by the
formcr sccretary gencral
of thc Conrnronlvcalth, Sir
Shridath Ramphal.

Ms. Suu Kyi said that
thc word libcral with its
connotations of open-minde'dness and
lack of prejudicc, is one vvhich shc had
always associatcd with those whom
she most admired: "To be a libcral is
to have a vision of the world which
is bascd on re'spcct for the opinions of
othcrs and on an apprcciation of di-
vcrsity. In my country and in many
othcr parts of thc' vvorld, thcrc is an

urgcnt nccd to pronrotc ideas and
valucs that will cnablc all of us to work
togcthcr to cstablish an intc'rnational
conrmunity bound togcther with har-
mony by a sharcd libcral vision".

Sir David Stecl rcnrindcd thosc
prcscnt that shc was rclcascd exactly
a ycar ago to thc day.' "Shc had al-
ready cxhibitcd outstancling courage
in lcading strcct dcnronstralions and
facing dorvn thc nright of thc mililary
forccs. Sincc hcr rclcasc thc misnamcd
SLORC (Statc Law and Ordcr Rcsto-
ration Council) has rcftrscd to cntc.r
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into constitutional dialoguc rvith hcr
and the NLD. Instcad, thc.ir mcnrbcrs
arc harasscd and inrprisoncd. Mcan-
tinre, the Burmcsc govcrnmcnt trics to
encourage ovcrscas invcstmc.nts and
visitors. Aung San Suu Kyi has hcrsclf

opposcd such contacts as
simply reinforcing tl'rc rc-
gime. I'm glad that the
British govcrnmcnt has
withdrawn support f<lr thc
trade mission which was
duc to go last month, but
I deplore that unlike othcr
tclur companics, British Air-

;tways is still running tour-
fdist chartcrs to Burnra".f
t:i He said that in thc 1988

uprising, thousands lost
hcir livcs in the strugglc
or democracy and hr,rman
ights. "Thc 1990 dcnro-
ratic parliamcnt was

snuffcd out. Hundrcds arc
still imprisoncd witl'rout

charge. The lcast wc can do is give
public support by acknorvlc'dging the
hcroism of Aung San Suu Kyi".

In his reply, Sir Shridath Ramphal
spoke of the enormotrs importancc of
intcrnational support for strtrgglcs such
as hcrs. "I ask yor.r - as I bclicvc' shc
would havc askcd you if she wcre hcrc
- not to forgct Burma, nctt to forgct thc
strugglc of its pcoplc for frceclonr artd
dcnrocracy, not to nrake this Prizc a

gcsturc of whcrc our hcart is, but a

promisc of whcrc our dccds lvill bc".
He thcn prcscntcd thc' Prizc to Ms.
Suu Kyi's husband Michae'l Aris.

Following thc 1990 clcctions won
by thc National Lcagtrc ftrr Dcnroc-
racy lcd by Atmg San Strtr Kyi, thc
nrilitary junta conlintrcrl thcir grip on
po\\,cr, jailing a largc nunrbcr crf MPs
and placing thcir lcadcr ttndcr ltotrsc'
arrcst for six ycars. Thc Libcral Intcr-
national Prizc u'as prcscntcd a ycar

cement
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latc to the Burnrese dcnrocratic lcadcr
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Thc Prize for
Frccdom was awardcd to Ms. Suu Kyi
in fanuary 1995, whcn she was still
undcr housc arrcst. Evcr sincc that
time, Sir David Stccl, who was Prcsi-
dcnt of Libcral Intcrnational until |unc
this year, was rcfuscd pcrmission by
the Burmcse authoritics to travcl to
Rangoon to prcscnt the Prizc' to hcr.
She was unable to travc'l abroad to
rcceive the Prize, for fear that she
would not bc allowcd back into he.r

country. It was finally agrccd that the
prcscntation would takc place in Lon-
don, and the Prizc would be rcccivcd
by a rcprcsentative on hcr bchalf.

In previous years, thc Prize for
Frccdom was awardcd to Sadako
Ogata, the UN High Commissioncr for
Rcf u gces (199 4), Mary Robinson, Prcsi-
dcnt of lreland (1993) and to Maria
Elcna Cruz Varcla, the Cuban poct
(1,992).In |une this ycar, the 1996 Prizc
was prcsented to Martin Lee, the lcadcr
of the Dcmocratic Party of Hong Kong.

'As this issue goes to press, co,,tes tlv neus thit
Arrrrg Snn Suu Kyi is ngtitr tuder house nrrest. Ed.

COURTESY: London Aerogratnme- a publica-
tion of lhc Libcral Intcrnational.

Suu Kyi Appeals for International Support
Thc Myannrar Opposition

Leadcr, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi,
saying she had not bccn allowcd to
lcave hcr hontc since. thc sttrdcnt
protcsts in Yangon appc'alcd for
moral and practical support for hcr
party.

Speaking by tclcphone to thc
formcr Comnronwealth Sccrctary
Gcncral, Mr. Sonny Ramphal, in Capc
Torvn, Ms. Suu Kyi said: "I lvorrld
likc the world to know that thc rc-
prcssion in Myannrar is gctting
worsc".

She said shc had bccn prcvcntcd
by policc from le-aving lrc.r homc since
thc studcnt protcsts, rc.sulting in the
arrcst of 300 dcnronstrators.

The studcnts wcrc protcsting
against what thcy callcd unfair po-
licc handling of a brawl bctwecn sonre
of thcir collcagucs and rcstaurant
owners in Octobcr.

"We as a party are subjcctcd to
so much pcrsccution that it is almost

unbclic.vablc. Wc are supposcd to be
a lc.gitimatc party, duly registcrcd,
and yct lve are not evcn allowcd to
do rcgular party work", she said in
a call tapcd and playcd to rcportcrs.

"My house is barricadcd off ev-
cry wcckcnd and today it is barri-
cadcd off and probably thcy will close
thc strcct for a fcw days to come.
Mcmbcrs of our party arc subjcctcd
to vcry, vcry scvcrc.pcrsccution all
thc tinrc. Pcoplc arc cvictcd from their
honrc.s, pcoplc have bcen thrcatcncd
with loss of jobs and our clcctcd
Men'rbcrs of Parlianrcnt arc forccd to
rcsign", she said. "We would wcl-
comc thc moral and practical sup-
port of right-thinking peoplc..." she
said.

Mr. Ramphal promised to
broadcast Ms. Suu Kyi's appeal
adding "whcrc bcttcr to send that
mcssagc to thc world than from South
Africa".

COURTESY: Thc Hindq Dcccmbcr 5, 1995.

ONE NAME THAT ECHOES
FAR BEYOND THE HILLS OF

KODAGU, HASSAN AND CHIKMAGALLUR

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibetta 571 215 , Kodagu

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE
ea#e Qaoanu orr/ Qrrn",,a

Cansolidated CofJez.
The eclw sprea.ds, dayby day.

methods. Consolidated Coffee are also the
largest curers in the country handling
more than I5'h of the country's Coffee
production.

In Consolidated Coffee, you have a
Company that's been rapidly scaling the
peaks of Indian C-affee care and
cultivation, and whose name now echoes
wen beyond.

tr*oLLatadf

That is right. Consolidated Coffee,
the country's premier Coffee Plantation
Company, has a sterling reputation brewed
from over 50 years of consolidated
experience in India's C-,offee world.

The Company's plantations comprise
over 13,000 acres of Coffee (interplanted
with Pepper, Cardamom and Oranges) and

Tea, all availing of the best cultivation
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The Taliban of Afghanistan

The Taliban havc bcc.n in the
hc.adlincs thcsc last fcrv wceks aftcr
the.ir capturc of Kabul. As this issuc
gocs to prcss, comc prc.ss rcports that
the Taliban are be.ing countcr attackcd
by thc combine.d forccs of Brigadicr
Dostrlm and Masood. Afghanistan is
stratcgically an inrportant rcgion.
Through<lut history, this rcgion has
bccn the sccnc- of mr.rch fighting. And
history has shown that lvhocvcr has
tricd to anncx Afghanistan has invari-
ably burnt his fingcrs. From thc
days of British impcrial policy -
thc tragic Afghan Wars - to thc
Sovict invasion of Afghanistan,
this has provcd to bc so. Thc
latcst cxtcrnal polvcr sccking to
control Afghanistan is Pakistan.

The dismcmbcrmcnt of thc
Sovict Union did not immcdi-
ately lcad to thc fall of Prcsidcnt
Najibullah. His suddc'n exit took
place in 1992 whcn it was fcared
that the battlcs might spill ovcr
to thc strects. Najibtrllah took
rcfugc in thc U.N. Hc.adtltrartcrs
office in Kabul. Hc thought hc
n'as safc. thcrc until thc Taliban cap-
turcd Kabul. Ignoring diplomatic ni-
cctics, thcy pullcd him out of thc'U.N.
safc havcn, shot him and his brothcr
and hung thcm on a traffic signal post.

Afghanisatn no longcr cxists as

a singlc countrv btrt is dividcd into
scparatc hcrnrclanrls controllccl b,t'

diffcrcnt militias, lcd by Mtrjahidccn
groups. No singlc faction has bccn
ablc'to control thc cntirc country. Of
thc scvcral wars that lvcrc fotrght in
rcccnt ycars in Afghanistan - thc
Mtrjahidccn vcrsus Najib; Pashtun
Muiahidccn vcrsus nott-Pashtttn
Mujahidccn; Slria vcrstrs Strnni; nrcr-
ccnary vcrsus nationllist; l)csltu'ari
vcrsus local cornrnandcr. Thc Masocrd-
Rabbani vcrsLrs I lckrnatvar-l)osturn
bat Ilc assu rnccl alarnri ng p rc)[r()rt i()r'ts.

At thc tirnc of thc Sovict withdrawal,
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Hckmatyar managcd to forgc cthnic
links rvith thc Pakhtia group rvithin
thc ruling Watan party, that le.d to thc
abortive cotrp by Gc.ncral Tanai. Najib
was succcssful in prcvcnting a coor-
dinated attack upon his forccsbybuying
out non-Pashtun forces likc Dostunr's,
who salv in thc. circu nrs tanccs, a grca tcr
rolc for thcnrsc.lvcs in shaping Afghan's
political dcstiny. Thc Hckmatyar-
Dosttrm rivalry aftcr thc fall of Najib
ftrrthcr worscncd thc situation and in-

tcnsificd thc fighting. It rcncwcd old
aninrositics lvhich worscncd thc sittr-
ation lcading to thirty fivc' thousand
battlc rclatcd dcaths.

Who arc thc Taliban?
The Taliban is thc crcation of

Pakistan. Taliban studerrts rr'ho arc
sprcad t-lrrcr tlre llrl.lrrT.ssris, rcsurncd
thcir Islanric studics aftcr thcir clcvcn
yaar jilmd against thc Sovict supportcd
rcgimc. Thcy arc war vctcrans of sorts.
Thc nrovcnrcnt lcd by thc Talibs bcgan
to be noticcd in 1994 whcn thcy bcgan
attacking bordcr posts insidc Afghani-
stan to stop thc flor.r' of narcotics. Thc
principal supporlcr in Pakistan rrf thc
Talibarr is thc fanraat-c-Ulcnra-c-Isla nr
(JUI), lcct by Marrlana Fazlrrr Rahman.
Hc has a strorrg infltrc-ncc irr Baltrclristan,
fronr lvhcrc thc first soldicrs u'crc rc-
crtritcd f<,rr tlris opcration.

Santishree D.N.B. pandit

Early sr.rcccsscs lcd to the dra-
matic risc of thc- Taliban and its num-
bcrs soarcd. Bcginningwith thc capture
of thc snrall town <lf Doorahi on the
outskirts of Kandahar, thcy lvcrc soon
in control of thc southcrn and castcrn
rcgions, and hurnblcd Heknratyar. Tht
lcadcrs of the Taliban arc Maulvi
Islranullah, Mullah Mohamnrad Abbas,
Dr. Abdullah and Mullah Rabbani. So
far, thcy havc bccn functioning as a
mass movcmcnt, swccping away es-

tablishcd warlords and Mujahidccn
facticlns and functioning on a plane
of idcological purity. Thcy have
shorvn thcmsclvcs to bc a rcaction-
ary group, using rcligion to violate
hunran rights, cspccially that of
rvomcn. Irr rcality, thc Taliban have
hijacked Islam to suit thcir power
manipulations.

US and Pakistani support
A distr.rrbing factor is the frcc

florv of sophisticatcd wcapons into
this volatilc rcgion. Acccss to tl'rcse
wcapons has incrcascd thc fight-
ing capability of thc Taliban rvho
cnjoy thc covcrt strpport of Paki-

stan and its bcncfactor, thc Unitcd
Statcs. It is this vital hclp that cnablcd
thc Taliban dcvclop itsclf into a dis-
ciplirrc.d fighting forcc, whcrc rcligious
arrd political idcologics of the Talibs,
who study in thc tnadrassns, owing
allcgiancc to diffcrcnt sccts, wcre sub-
nrcrgcd trndcr tlrc trnrbrclla of idco-
logical and rcligiorrs purity. The
nrotivating factor for thc Taliban's strc-
ccss hasbc'cn thcir antagonisnr tolvards
thc Mtrjahidccrr, whosc intcrnccine
fights lvc'rc pcrccivcd as powcr strtlg-
glcs, far rcmovcd from thc conccpt of
i l/rnrl. Thcsc'Mtriahidccn grotrps scrvcd
Pakistan's policy, for thc options wcrc
I'ctn'ccn clrannclising thcir cncrgics
into Kashrnir ot back intct Afghani-
stan. Lcaving thcm idlc in thc- rcfugcc'
canrps on nrcagrc wagcs lcd to thc rise'

in thc scctarian ancl ctltnicbattlcs, now
raging throirghotrt Pakistan.

F rc(dtun F irsl 35



ful conduct of frcc and fair
clcctions and the landslidc
victory of the National Con-
fcrcnce undcr Dr. Faroocl
Abdullah callcd the Pakistani
bluff which has not hcld
elcctions in thc last fifty ycars
in their occupied part of
Kashmir. Thcrcforc, thcrc was
little choicc but to involvc thc

Intcmal Cornpulsions
The Kashmir etperimcnt with thc

Afghan mcrccnaries u'as a n'riscrablc
failurc for they did not undcrstand thc
cultural cthos of the Kashmiri pcoplc,
thcrcby cffcctivcly proving that Islam
is not a monolith. Thc rcccnt succcss-

Drug Trafficking
The Taliban docs not havc a

dcfinitc lcadcrship or policy cxcc'pt
plain rcvengc and going back to thc
middle agcs. If thcy were n'rcrcly
intcrcsted in ousting "crin'rinal clc-
mcnts", likc the Mujahidccn and crc-

The Taliban have been in the headlines
these last few weeks after their capture of
Kabul. As this issue goes to press, cone
press reports that the Taliban are being

counter attacked by the combined forces of
Brigadier Dostum and Masood.

atingconditions for the. rcturn of pcace,
thcn why arc thcy rcsisting joining the
UN pcace plan? Thc' re.ason is dccpcr
to scck. Thc crcation of the Taliban has
bccn a major achievement of the'
Pakistan's prcmicr intcl Iigc.nce a gcncy,
the ISI, but sccking to push lhc Taliban
nray provc fatal, as thc fatrlt lincs in
thc battlcficld arc on cthnic lincs,
!c'f 11,(-'L-n Pash tu n and non-Pash tu n.The
Taliban is purcly Pashtun with cthnic
links with Pashtuns in thc North Wcst
Frontier provincc of Pakistan, Rcgard-
lcss of all this, Pakistan, espccially thc
ISI, saw in thc crcation of thc Taliban,
a continuation of its own policy of
bcing the powcr bchind any lcadcr
controlling Kabul and of using thcm
to cradicatc thc drtrg nrcnacc that has
crc'atcd ovcr 2.5 nrillion hcroirr addicts
in Pakistan alonc'.

India's Conccrns
Othc'r cotrntrics in thc ncighbotrr-

hood, likc thc Ccntral Asian statcs and
Russia have vicwcd thc re'ccnt dcvcl-
opmcnts with conccrn and havc rc-
v icrr' cc-l th ci r scc tr ri t;' proli c,r' r' is-;r-r' is

Afghanistan. Thcy nray hclp the ir north-
ern warlord Ccncral Dosttrnr to fight
thc ftrndanrcntalist Taliban. India is
worricd ovcr thc PrcscncL' of a rcac-
tionary rcginrc in Kabul and thc con-
tinucd instability in thc rcgion. Thotrglr
India has takcn a waitand watch policy,
nrost nott-official opinion has ctrt't-

dcnrncd thc policics of barbarity - thc
rr'ay Najib r'r'as killccl ancl thc rcstric-
liorrs inrposr-'d otr lvonrctr. Irr i tially, tlrc
US did cudorsc tltc Taliban, bttt u'crc
latcr soft pcdcllaing thcir strpport as

it rr,as cnrtrarrasing ttr strpport oPcnlv

a rcginre. that violatcd hunran rights
though therc has bccn no official con-
dcnrnation of the Taliban.

Thc US is still playing its cold rvar
politics in thc rcgion, though covertly.
It is indircctly supporting fundamcn-

talist forccs. What is paradoxi-
cal is that evcn a state like Iran
has condcmncd Taliban's hu-
man rights violations. Indian
hawks arc rclishi ng thc' involvc-
ment of Pakistan, as history has
provcd that it is disastrous for
an cxtcrnal powcr to intervene
in Afghanistan. This will oc-
cupy Pakistan's encrgy and at-

Mujahidccn in the Afghan conflict. Thc
nccessity of ridding Pakistan of thcsc
dcstabilishing clcmcnts lc'd to thc myth
of idcological purity, which focusscd
on thc formation of an Islan'ric gove rn-
ment in Kabul to be run on thc prin-
ciples of thc Shariah, but whosc
dcfinition was wide enough to incor-
porate all scctarian strains.

The sccond important factor is
thc lofty one of nationalism of libcr-
ating Afghanistan from thc tcrrible civil
war and from the clutchcs of war-
lords, drug dealcrs and otl'rcr such
clcmcnts. This scntiment hasbccn wcll
manipulatcd by the ISI by changing a

motlcy crowd of discnchantcd fight-
crs into a fighting forcc that knows the
tc.rrain, the usc of all kinds of wcapons
and, most inrportant of all, indoctri-
natcd rvith a ncw idcology bascd on
Islam to libcrate Afghanistan. Though
the Taliban, initially, opcnly floutcd
its forcign conncctions, it has now
dc.cidcd to play down thc rolc of cxtcrnal
powers like Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
arrd thc other Ctrlf statcs.

This is clcar from thc statcnrcnts
made by thc formcr hcad of thc ISI,
Lt. Ccn. Hamid Gul, who also had a

crucial rolc toplay in thcbtrrning dorvn
of tl'rc Char-ar-e-Sharicf in Kashnrir.
He told rcportcrs in |alalabad that thc
Taliban "arc acttrally a pltocnix who
havc rcturncd to bc thc mastcrs of thc
Afghan chcssboard. Thc risc of thc
Taliban is thc protcst cxclantation of
thc aggricvcd cotnntotrcrs in Afgharli-
stan u,ho had bcc'n tircd of thc irrtra-
Afghan powcr strifc".
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tention, and ultimately prove its
ncnrcsis, n la Vietnam.

Pakistan's Victnam?
Intcrnationally, it would be very

difficult for the Taliban rcgimc to gain
acccptability, lcave alonc legitimacy.
Evcn thcir Pakistani bcncfactors have
bcc'n intcrnationally disowning any
corrncctions with the Taliban. Saudi
Arabia has bcen totally silcnt and the
USA, rvhich initially wclcomcd the
Taliban capttrreof Kabul,latcr, on saner
advice, rcfuscd to support a regime
thatisagainsthunran rightsand rcfuses
to adherc to civilizcd ways of bchav-
iour. India has bcen a supporter of
Najib and Rabbani, and ncver sup-
portcd thcTaliban.Though thcTaliban
clainrs to bc a peoplcs' movcmcnt, its
strcngth has not bccn testcd by dcmo-
cratic nrcans. It usurpcd powcr and
is nt-llv struggling to hang on.

For thc timc bcing atlcast, Af-
gl'ranistan, duc to its stratcgical impor-
tancc and landlockcd status, has becn
thc cyc of sevcral storms and is going
to rcnrain onc, atlcast irr the'trcar futttrc.
Its nrul ti-cthnici ty has prove'd timc and
again that Islam is not a monolith.
Islanr has failcd to trnitc thc Pasthun
and thc non-Pashlun tribcs. History
l.ras tinrc and again prov'cd that any
outsidc intcrfcrcncc has spcllcd dis-
astcr fclr thc cxtcrnalpolvcr. Thebattlc-
lincs arcalong thc fatrlt lincs of cthnicity
and only a govcrnnrcnt that rcprcscnts
thc tlivcrsity of r\fglranistan can sur-
vivc in thc frrturc.

DIt. SANTlStllfEE D.N.B. PANDIT tcachcs

Polilics in lhc Dcpartrtrcnl of lolitics and Public
A dnri nistr.rtiorr, Urrivcrsity of Punc.
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Running the World

A lew months afier Boutros Boutros Ghali

became seoetary general of the United Nations, we

wrole that he had ended his honeymoon and was

already heading lor divorce. With the retusal by the

United States to back his re-election, it may be said

that divorce is now nearing completion.

Bul the truth is that his honeymoon at the

UN did not last lor even 24 hours. From the day

he took over he made it clear that he had arrived

with a new broom. His first ad was lo slreamline

the adminislration, getting ild of large areas ol bu-

reaucracy by merging lhe economic and social ol-

lices into a single department, thinning out drasti-

cally as he went along. He was supporled in this

by countries who like efiicient administration, i.e.

much ol the weslern world. This is why the new

secretary general gave the lleeting impression that

he intended to work mainly with western support.

8ut Boutros Boutros Ghali did not padicularly

want lo be liked either by the west or by any othet

section ol the world's governors. lt was not by

flatlering people that he got lo the top ol the Egyp-

tian foreign ministry and stayed there tor so many

years. Nor was it though llaltery that he was able

to take Sadat and Begin by the hand and bring them

to Camp David. He is certainly a supreme diplomat
- but he does not possess the shady diplomatic

attribute, that desire to please by bringing people

together lor a little while with promises that ulti.
mately lail. He impresses by the depth of his knowl-

edge and his ability to run a travelling show - which

is what the United Nations has to be in order to
meet the drallenges ol this uncertain world.

Bosnia was Eoutros Ghali's nemesis. The

Uniled Nations was unable to solve the Bosnian

problem. So the powers that be kicked it out and

said they would do il themselves. lt had no parl in
the Daylon peace proc€ss. So far, however, this

has not fared any better. A year atter the UN's

darkest moment at Srebrenica, the perpetrators ol
that abominable crime are still at liberty. This is the

responsibility ol those who look over ftom the Uniled
Nations.

And it is true, as the secretary general has

often pointed oul, that an immense luss is made

every day aboul Bosnia and very little about lhe

series ol holocausls which have atflided Africa.

Boutros Boulros Ghali has said many times thal a
choice should not be made amongst these prob-

lems, but that all of lhem musl be dealt with, and

at once, and together.

The only organisalion which can do this is

the Uniled Nations, and he world body must be

given every support in terms ol human and linancial

lan Tickle

resources and in lerms of diplomalic support. lt
must be universally recognised as lhe senior peace-

keeping organisation in lhe world . not a junior
partner expected to lake orders lrom a rich men's

cl ub.

It may that the time of Boutros Boutros Ghali

is up. lt may also be that no one should ever serve

lwo lerms in this position, which is at the same tirne

so highly exalted and so deeply depressing. A sec-

retary general of the United Nations cannot do his

work without rubbing powerlul people up the wrong

way. He (or she) should he able to acl without

having to worry about re-eledion. Leaders ol strong
powers want to hold centre-stage and do not see

the United Nations as much more than a convenient
rool organisation. But world peace needs a strength-

ened United Nations and a sfong and widely re-

spec{ed secretary general.

There is such a whifi of Munich in the air,

a desire lor peace in Europe at any price. A world

eager lo go aboul its business, looking neither ighl
nor let. Avoiding lhe hard choices. Bul whal we

want is a new ethic, a new sense ol solidarity and
- yes, I am afraid so - a new secretiary general ready

lo rise to the occasion.

COURTESY: Swiss Press Beview
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What's In A Name? Everything!
M. S. Kilpady

The mere fact that the English and other persons have contributed to the city's
development cannot be the sole criterion to retain the name as Bombay.

It is a pity that we Indians are not
inclined to appreciatc our own tradition
and culture. Some of the opinions
expressed in the print media in
conncction with restoring its traditional
glory to Mumbai, havebeen made well
with commendable restraint without
any sufferance of a koopa mandukal
mentality.If patriotic fervour to rcstore
the tradition is tantamount tobigotry,
sophistry, parochialism and chau-
vinism, and further playing to the
gallery, I would say unhesitatingly that
patriotism itself is a pathological mega-
lomania. It would not be conducive to
amity and harmony if the opponents
of Mumbai trcat the sentiments of the
proponents derisively.

Marathi is the official state
langudge of Maharashtra which

includes Bombay as its capital city,
yet, in vogue it is Mumbai (Marathi),
Bambai (Hindi) and Bombay (English).
Even the nameboards of our suburban
railway stations arc in Gujarati, Englislr
and Marathi, a vcry strange phcno-
menon indced. In practice, the ccntral
lcaders unfailingly rcfcr to the city as
Mumbai in their correspondcncc. The
opponcnts are doing incalculable dis-
service to the causc of a predominant
cross-section of the city's population
by referring to the Englishman's
idiosyncrasy as a historical fact. But
what about the history much bcfore
Mumbai was given on a plattcr to the
British by the Portuguese?

The mere fact that the English
and other persons have contributcd to
the city's developmcnt cannot be the

sole critcrion to retain the name as
Bombay, lest it should hurt the
Maharashtrian psyche. It would not
bc out of place to mention here that
thcse pcrsons are not the things of the
long-forgotten past, because thcy have
bccn gctting their due share and
encomiums in socicty. It is also not a
fact that the namcs of only a handful
of countries and cities have been
changed, because there is a staggering
list of such changes. If it is not due
to the national ethos but on account
of bigotry, chauvinism or sophistry
that thcse changes are effectcd then
thcre must be something wrong with
straight thinking.

In the box on the next page is a
list of old names and new names given
to countries and cities. The list is not
cxhaustivc.

Somewhere,
sometime,

you'Il meet
the

complete mal].
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In its long and chequered history,
the Bombay pcninsula consistcd of a
cluster of scven islands, (sincc extended
upto Dahisar and Mulund. Its early
inhabitants wcre the Kolis (fishermen).
It is recordcd that some 2,200 years
ago, it was ruled by Mauryan kings.
In the 9th and 13th centuries, it was
brought under the rule of the Silhara
kings. In the 15th century, it was ceded
to the king of Portugal by Sultan
Bahadurshah. It was said to have been
given in perpctuity on a yearly 'quit
rent'basis toDr. Orta, till itwascaptured

and lootcd by an Anglo-Dutch flcct.
In the 17th century, it was rcportcdly
given as dowry by thc Portugucsc to
the British whcn King Charlcs II of
England marricd Princess Cathcrine
of Portugal. Thereaf tcrby royal dccrcc,
it was transfcrrcd to thc East India
Company. It carncd unprcccdcntcd
promincnce as an 'entrcport'after the
Suez Canal was opcncd in the 19th
century.

Bombay is a distortcd dcrivativc
of MumbaAi orMahaamba, thcpatron

Goddess of the Kolis after whom the
city was reportcdly namcd'Mumbai,.
When it camc undcr portuguese
hegcmony, i t was changed to Bo;bai m
(good bay in Portuguesc). Known for
thcir originality so as to kccp all shadcs
of opinion at bay', theBritisli rcportcdly
changcd the name to Bombiy (after
Bonrbcli- Bombay duck) and the name
stuck.

MR. M. S. KILPADYis thceditorof theRescarch
Fcature Ncws Scrvice.

Ncw Name Old Name Ncw Name Old Name

Ethiopia
Lesotho
Botswana
Sabah

Bclize
Kampuchea
Sri Lanka
Zaire
Benin
Indonesia
Surinam
Loro Sac

Taiwan
Ghana
The Netherlands
tharat
Ireland
Malagasy
Malaysia
Manchuria
Iraq
Zambia
Malawi
lran
Hawaiian Islands
Thailand
Nanribia
Tanzania

Ankora
Cape Kennedy
Panaji

Varanasi
Beijing
Lcningrad
I Io Chi N,linh City
f)yushambe
Koz-hikode
Nashik

Abyssinia
Basutoland
Bachuanaland
Br. N. Borneo
British Honduras
Cambodia
Ceylon
Congo
Dahomey
Dutch East Indies
Dutch Guyana
East Timor
Formosa
Gold Coast
Holland
lndia
Irish Free State
Madagascar
Malaya
Manchukuo
Mesopotamia
Northern Rhodesia
Nyasaland
Persia

Sandwich Islands
Siam
South-Wcst Africa
Tanganvika &
Zanzibar
Angore
Cape Canaveral
Panjim
Benaras
Peiping, Pcking
Petrograd
Saigon
Stalinabad
Calicut
Nasik

Shimla
Bharuch
Thane
Pune
Vasai
Kanpur
Guwahati
Oslo
Volvograd
Kinshasa

Kisengani
Sambhaji Nagar
Kochi
Th riuva nanthpu ram
Udhagamandalam
Harare
Maputa
Karnataka State
Tanril Nadu
Udupi
Banjul

Burkina Faso

Djibouti
Guyana
Korea

Istanbul

Laos

Malabo
Myanmar
Nauru
Tasnra nia
Tuvalu
Vanatu
Yangon
Zimbabw,e

Simla
Broach

Thana
Poona
Bassein Road,
Cawnpore
Gauhati
Christina
Staingrad
Leopoldville
Stanleyville
Vasco-da-gama
Cochin
Trivandrum
Ootacamund
Salisbury
Lourenco Marques
Mysore State
Madras State

Udipi
Bathurst
(Gambian Capital)
Upper Volta
Frcnch Somaliland
British Guiana
Thc. I Icrrnit
Kingdom
Constantinpole,
Byzantium
Lanxang
(The Land of a million
Santa lsabcl
Burma
Plcasant lsland
Togoland
Thc Ellice lslands
Thc Ncw I'lebridcs
Rangoon
Southcrn Rhodcsia

elephants)
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Point of View
Hussain's Paintings : Artistic Freedom or Licence?

The paintings of the Hindu Cod-
dess'sariswati'by M. F. Hussain has

evoked conflicting rcactions. For some,
it is frec'dom of artistic expression' For

others, it is an assault on religious
scntimcnts. In bctween lics the crux of
the issue, whc'thcr artistic frccdom can

degenerate into licence and can
bonafide criticism be dubbcd as fas-

cist? A pluralist society PresuPPoscs
not just a hcalthy dcbate but an equat
respcct for dissent as much as moral
and rcligious values.

It is not the suPPort to Hussain
that matters. A viewlikc that by itsclf
is the essence of a free society. It is the

double standards of a section of the

Indian intelligentsia that smacks of
hypocrisy. Suih intcllcctuals do little
scrvice by thcir partisan attitude' The

problcm with sulh intcllectuals is that
tl,cy se" 'rcd' whcn thc Hindu rnajor-
ity protcsts but maintain a selective
til.'t." over the cause of similar such

occurances. In the Process, bonafide
and fair u.gu*"n1s against such

Hussain's paintings gct lost in thc same

way as sbmc extrcmists lost thcir
bearit gs and dcstroycd sonle of his

othcr paintings.

The Provocation docs not lie in a

painting. Hussain has bccn doing that

?ot yeoit. Nobody has raiscd as much

as in cycbrot". it is thc dcpiction of
Goddcs! Saraswati - rcvcrcd by mil-
tions of Hindus - in nudc poscs that

is dcmcaning. In tcrms of tl'rc law,
Hussain .ot 6" chargcd r'rndcr Scction

1534 of thc Indian Pcnal Codc for
promoting or attcmpting ""' to pro-
mote, on-grounds of rcligion "' dis-

harmony or fcclings of cnmity "'
bctwce'n diffcrcnt rcligiotts comnltlnt-
tics".

It cannot be hard to arguc that

Htrssain would havc'bccn unalvarc of

the. sentimcnts of the majority' In
scandalising a rcligious figtrrc, thc

incvitablc consctlucnce is promoting

Frecdom Firsl 40

disharmony amont diffcrcnt religious
groups. It would be a misplaccd ar-
gumcnt that critics of Hussain lack a
"sccular and broad outlook or criti-
cism amounts to supprcssing thc crc-
ativity of the artist". Hussain, and for
tl'rat mattcr, anyonc cannot bc above
the law or valid criticism. And ncithcr
can healthy criticism be dubbed as
fascist or fanaticism. In fact, it is the
partisan attitude onc way or the othcr,
that will imperil thc vatues of an opcn
liberal socicty.

It is the misuse of art that is
dangcrous. The fascists have uscd or
misused art mcthodically to promote
ethnic and religious animositics. Hitlcr,
during thc days of thc Third Rcich,
uscd the art of cartoons and print media
against thc |cws, by dcpicting thcm in
caricaturcs as infcrior racc and wicked
tradcrs. The Arab mcdia drew inspi-
ration from Hitlcr in thcir campaign
against Isracl and the misuse of art
against fcws touchcd its nadir on the

eve of the 1967 Six Day War. History
is rcplcte with examPlcs of how art
has bcen misuscd to crcate enmity and

disharmony.

A few Years ago, the short-livcd
daily, Ttrc Indinn Post publishcd from
Mumbai, carricd a skctch of ProPhet

Mohammed PraYing to Allah' There

was nothing-offcnsive by itself' B-ut'

Mr.rslinr fanitics bargcd into Thc In-

dinn Post office and dcstroycd their

prcss cquipmcnt, and forccd the news-

pop"t tf rcr,dct an aPologY' None of

it,c ir,t"tl"ctuals camc to thc dcfcnce

of prcss frccdom, much lcss taking

Vu'slim communalism and rcligous

Uigotty to task. Ncither did any poli-

tician visit Mumbai'

Still earlicr, in thc face of Muslim

.,prunr, thc' Indian Govcrnncntbanncd
Snlmnn Rushdic's book, Snfnric Verses'

And how manY had rcad it or evcn

kncw the conicnts thercof' Was it not

smothcring frcc cxprcssion and sup-

prc.ssing works
those who did
however main
lence our such
Muslim fanati
the contrary,
ists dcfcnded
Muslim
it was the
has dcfendei
then at the
who su

tain,
endorsing
affixed hi$
such paiil

by affixi
the
Was it

now
had



ought to have realiscd that inspitc of
thcir anger, thcrc is not going to bc
any fntwa against Hussain. And nci-
tlrcr can such archaic and mcdicval
rcligious obscurantisnr be justificd in
the twentieth ccntury, irrespcctivc of
any rcligious de.nomination.

In fact, whcn the Shiv Scna motrth-

piccc, Sanllrra in its usual acidic cdi-
torial askcd if M. F. Hussain rvotrld
dralv sinrilar paintings of Muslinr icons,
some- Muslims sought to rcgister a casc
agairrst Sanmna at a policc station and
thc Raza Acadcnry tlrrcatcncd to in-
stitutc lcgal procccclings against thc
Scna chief, Bal Thackcray.

Givcn strch a piquant situation,
rvhat rvould such intcllc,ctuals do?
Would thcy dcfcnd Snnmna,s right to
frccdonr <lf the prcss and spccch or
rvould lhcy exprcss conccrn ovcr the
provocation that hurts Muslim rcli-
gious scntinrcnts. Cl'rarity docs not
alrvays bcgin at honte.

Nitin G. Raut

Sullying India's Ethos

The cclcbrated Indian artist,
Maqbool Fida Hussain, who has
contributcd handsomcly in putting our
courltry on thc nrap of thc world in
the rcalm of art, has bccome thc targct
of not only vilification and violcncc
by mobs in somc Madhya Pradesh
towns like Indorc, Ahmcdabad and
evcn the cosmopolitan city of Mumbai
but also possiblc criminal prosecution
on a charge of creating cnmity among
differcnt groups of peoplc on rcligious
grounds. Thc complaint was rcgistcrcd
by thc Mumbai policc on the basis of
a lcttcr from Mr. Pramod Navalkar
who goes by thc designation of cultural
affairs nrinistcr in thc Maharashtra gov-
ernment. Wc are rcnrindcd of what a
vcgetarian Nazi in Hitlcr's Germany
said, "whenever I hcar tlrc word 'cul-
turc', I rcach for my gun".

If such ignoranruscs and vandals
had bcen in existcncc in Mahakavi
Kalidasa's timcs, thcy would havc
burnt his epic work, Ktottarnsarnblnult,t
and also pcrhaps stoncd him to dcath,
bccausc Kalidas dcscribcs thc body of
Parvati, also a Hindu dcity, from top
to bottom dlvclling in sonrc dctail not
only on hcr brcasts and thighs but
also the navcl.

It may bc rccallcd that "what is
today takcn to be' inrnrtrtably Hindu
was forcign tcn or tlvcrrty ccnlurics
ago. Grcck and Pcrsian hands have
shapcd icons of Vishnu ancl Surya. By
thc sanrc tokcn, thc kitsch iconogra-
phy of calcndar art that nrany Hinrltrs
arc noh' ado;rtcd is no oldcr llratt a
htrndrc.d ycars: its crrigirrs lic in thc
olcograplrs of Raja Ravi Varnra rr'ho
nrodcllcd his Sitas arrd Drarrpadis on
lhe ovcrbkru'n (l1g61r-Ront;in Wrrnrcn
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in thc' paintings of thc. 19th ccntury
history paintcrs likc Alma-Tadcma".

Thc RSS pcriodical, Orgnrriscr, has
takcn cxccption to thc likcning of the
bigotry ar.rd intolcrancc of Hindutva
activists with "Islanric fundan'rcntalism
in Tchcran or the onslaught of Taliban
(in Afghanistan)." But bigotry is no
n'ronopoly of Muslim fundamcntalists
and it is small consolation to find a
quantitative distinction bctwccn thc
tr.r'o offshoots of discascd nrinds. Of
the samc fanrily thc Ayatollahs' dcath
scntcnce on Salman Rushdic' is thc
treamcnt bcing nrctcd out to Profcssor
Mushirul Hassan of |anria Millia u'ho,
as pro-vicc-chanccllor, had bcc.n houn-
dcd out of thc univcrsity prcnriscs and
still has to stay out as acting vicc-
chanccllor. (It may bc rccallcd that
Profcssor Hassan statc.d during an in-
tcrvicw that whilc hc fully apprcci-
atcd thc fact that Muslinr scntimcnts
had bcen badly hurt by Salman
Ruslrdic's book,Salnnic Vuses, and also
that thc book is offcnsivc, on principlc
hc was opposcd to thcbanning of books
in a dcmocratic country. Idcas should
bc fcrtrght rvith itlcas, nrrt rr'ith srvorcls,
he atlrlcd. This statcrrrcnt nraclc a

scction of studcnts and tcachcrs in
|anria attack hinr physically and he
was thrcatcncd with dcath. Tlrc thcn
Congrcss govcnrrncnt appointcci an
intluiry committcc to go into Profcssor
Hassan's statcmcnt and lhc chargcs
nradc against hinr. Tltc conrnrittcc
clcarccl hirn. Onc lyontlcrs, tlrorrgll 11'111'

sliotrld a corrrnrittert' be app1til1k'.1 il1

all. Was it to find out u'lrcthcr frcc-
donr of cxprcssion is an acccplablc
idca!
Courlcsy: GSB, PUCI. BUt.LFTIN, Novcnrbcr
1 996.

Artist Torlured tor
Poinlings in Tibel

A Tibelon who hos
speciolised in poinlings of lhe
exiled Doloi Lomo wqs found
cowering in o public leslroom in
lhe Tibelon copilol Lhoso recen-
lly ofler his releose from police
custody, o moniloring group
soid.

Yungdrung wos discovered
lroumotised, emocioted ond
shoking in lhe reslroom neor his
home ofler spending 58 doys in
o police delenlion centre, lhe
Tibel lnformolion Nelwork soid,
quoting o witness who spoke on
condition of ononymily.

"He wos unoble lo tecognise
his friends ond did nol know
where he lived", lhe group
quoted lhe wilness os soying.

Yungdrung moy hove
gotten inlo lrouble for his porltoils
of His Holiness, lhe Doloi Lomo,
occused by the Chinese of
fomenting independence senti-
ments omong libelon Buddhists
who revere him os lheit spiriluol
leoder. ln recenl yeors, the
government hos tightened o
bon on public, ond in some
coses privole, disploys of lhe
Dqlqi Lomo. The London-bosed
monlloring group quoted lhe
wilness os soying thot the police
hod ronsocked the orlist's home
ond confiscoted oll his pointings'

Courlasy: The Asion Age.
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Debate
Nationalism, Secularism, Communalism

Renders u,ill rccall llnt in tlrc last issue
of our journnl, ure hnd carried a letter t'rorn
Mr. Ashtckar and Mr. Bery itr our 'Debate'
pagcs. While doitrg so, u,e lnd stated our
intention of requesting Mr. Sarto Esleues to

respotrd to thc debate uhiclr arose t'rom a reaiew
of his bnk, Nationalisnr, Secularism and
(lonrnrunalisnt. We carry belou, Mr. Esteaes'
response. Tltis debate is now closed. Editor.

Since the editor expccts n'rc to re-
spond to the dcbate on nry book, I lvill do
so bricfly, although I gencrally do not
engage in polemics of this nature.

It is very unfortunate, but true, that
very fclv of us scenr to make an effort to
distinguish bctwecn national, socio-eco-
nonric-political problems, or issucs of
national inrportance, and other issues like
rcligion u'hich nray bc of importance to
some, or to a scction of thc people or to
a rcligious comnrunity, but may not con-
ccrn thc nation as a u'hole. The book under
rcfcrence deals with issues of national sig-
nificance. They af fcct the n'holc nation and,
thcrcfore, every citizen of India should be
conccrned about thcn'r. It can hardly be
challengcd that fronr the nation's point of
view, some of the issucs discussed arc per
e highly divisive, destructive and
dcbilitating, and, therefore, nrust be
controlllcd in the intcrcsts of the nation.
They contain the sccds of the erstrr'hile
"dividc-and-rule" policy of our colonial
masters and nrore. If allorved to grow,
they can lcad to national disintcgration.
The conrmunal violence, internecinc rcli-
gious and castcist wars, politician-pro-
duced hatred and discord anlong pcople,
arc all taking thc nation in that dircction.

The book has nothing to do with anY
religion, rvith rcligious tcncts or bcliefs,
with any rcligious philosophy, or any
religious con'rnrunity as such. Thcrc is
refercnce in it, no doubt, to religions like
Hind uism, Islam, Christianity, Budd hism,
etc. or to their tcachings and philosophics
or to religious comnrttnitics in India, br"rt

that is only n'ith rcgard to the problcnrs
affticting the nation and thc usc nradc of
rcligion by cc.rtain political partics or
groups to furthcr thcir electoral prospects,
or to iustify thcir actions, thcir.policics
and their idcologics. Thc disastrous cffects
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that have bccn produced by conrmunal-
ists in this manncr are obvious to cvcn thc
nrost casual obscrvcr or disintcrcstcd in-
dividual in the country. Thcreforc, refcr-
ence is nrade to such activitics n'hcrc it is
rcquircd so that thc discussion bcconrcs
more concrete, nrcaningful and prccise,
and vague abstractions arc avoidcd. Such
an approach cannot bc construcd eithcr as
a justification for thc actions of any rcli-
gion or conln'runi$r or as an attack on any
rcligion or religious bclicfs of any com-
nrunity.

To practisc any rcligion is not a crime
in our country. Rcligion is recogniscd as
an inrportant, u'holcsome and sobcring
human activity and is a fundamentalright
in our Constitution, which cnablcs cvery
Indian to practise and propagatc any re-
ligion one likcs. But that right can be
nrisuscd and it has bcen nrisuscd by many
during the last 50 ycars. For all practical
purposes, rcligion has bccn turncd by sonrc
into a political ideology on the plca, nrore
rccently in particular, that vr'hat thcy arc
rcfcrring to is not religion but "cultural
nationalisnr", "majoritarianisnr", "civili-
sational outpost", "national ethos", etc. What
should bc to sonrc cxtcnt a pcrsonal rela-
tionship of man with his Makcr, has bc.cn
takcn to thc nrarkct place and nrixcd lvith
politics.

This gives thcnr a platforn'r to rouse
a religious frcnzy anrong thc follou'crs of
sonrc religions, sccure elcctoral support
and evcn dcnigrate and n'ralign thc nri-
noritics, call full-flcdgcd citizcns of India
"forci gncrs", "slavcs", "sccond class ci tizcns"
and "u'orrrts", and nrol,e. torvarrls c.stab-
lishing a thcocratic Statc in our nridst. lf
somc such mattcrs are discusscd in thc
book, it is not an attcmpt to dcfcnd any
minority, its actions, its policics or its
bchaviour, but to shou' that rcligion is
being uscd by our so-callcd political lcad-
crs to dividc thc nation, rr'hcn nrillions of
our pcoplc in evcry nook and corncr of
Inclia do not u'ant politicians to te.ach lhe.nr

to practise any rc.ligion but only to hclp
thcur to gct a nru.al at thc cnd of thc day,
a piccc of cloth to covc.r thcnrsclvcs n'ith
ancl a roof ovc.r thc.ir hc.atls. lf at all anv
of thcnr have btc.n involvcd in any riots
or such activitics, it is bccause in nranv

Sarto Esteves

cases thcy u'cre eithcr provokcd or paid
to do so.

If this is to a large extent the purpose
and contcnt of thc book, thcn one fails to
undcrstand rvhy "nrany chanrpions of
Hittdutua" should bc up in arms and bring
in my rcligion or nry rcligious bclicfs in
a dcbatc on the book or nrount an attack
on Christianity. The revicwer may have
rcfcrred to nry writings in sonre Catholic
publications for some rcason or the othcr,
but all fypes of publications throughout
India havc found a place for my writings
during the last ncarly 40 years and several
of nry books have bcen published which
have nothing to do with the Catholic
rcligion, but have a lot to do with our
nation. I rcfer to this, not bccause it is a
plcasure to do so, but because nrost of
u'hat has becn prrblishcd about nry book
in thc last two issucs of Freedotn Firsf dcals
prccisely with this aspcct. Therc is ncithcr
an attack on any rcligion in the book nor
is thcrc any attcnrpt to justify any actions
or policics of the Church.

To attack Christianity (apart from
bcing unconncctcd with my book) by
rcfcrring to ccrtain actions or policies,
particularly of sonre Protcstants during a

bricf pcriod of about three centuries when
that scct was trying to set the pace for
Christianily, is rr'cll-knon'n but has never
bccn considcrcd to bc in the right spirit.
It has no doubt bccn the habit with many
to trcat that bricf but unfortunate chapter
in thc history of thc Church as the real
history of two nrillcnia of Christianity. The
official Church has largcly closcd that
chaptc.r. lt has forgivcn all those. connccted
rvith it as also all othcrs, and the reccnt
Popcs have thcnrsclvesbcen visiting evcry
part of thc rvorld to mcct thc lcadcrs of
cvcry scct or group, as also thc followers
of othcr rc.ligions, asking for forgivencss
and pardon for whatcver nray have hap-
pc.nc.d in tinrcs past and "offcring thc other
check".

It is also not fair to judgc, rvith today's
knorr'le'dgc, rr'isc'lom and nratrrrity, and
u'ith todav's cnli ghtcncd, civiliscd conccpts,
thosc lvho livcd centurics ago, lvhcn cvcn
e'lcntcntary cdrrcation !r'as thc Prcscrvc of
a fcw".
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UNCIVIL WARS: PATHOLOGY OF
TERRORISIU by Vcd I\{arwah, IPS
(Rctd.); Harpcr & Collins, T/15, Ansari
Road, Daryagani, Ncw Dclhi 110 022;
first publishcd 1955; third irnprcs-
sion 1,995; pp:472; Rs.395.
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Reviewed by
Maj.Gen.(Retd.) E. D'Souza

Tcrrorism, in one guisc or an-
othcr is now a global syndrome. Evcn
sccurity conscious countrics likc thc
USA arc pronc to it. A glance at thc
print and clcctronic mcdia makes this
syndromc easily manifcst. India has
not bccn sparcd. In fact, sad to say,
it has bccn prcvalcnt in various ava-
tars sincc thc Kashmir conflict cruptcd
in 1948. Terrorism has now bccome a

byword. Wc have had tcrrorism in J

& K rcaching unprcccdcntcd hcights
aftcr 1988, followcd not ncccssarily in
that ordcr, in the Punjab, thc North
East, Assam, Tripura, Manipur, Wcst
Bcrrgal, Antllrya I'radcsh, Madhva
Pradesh, Maharashtra (Naxali tcs), and
Tamil Nadu (LTTE).

Although norv approaching its
50th year, vcry fcw attcnrpts havc bce-n

madc to probe. analytically, this dc-
bilitating syndromc in its cntircty. Vcd
Marrvah, a distirrguishcd rctircd In-
dian Policc Scn'icc Of ficcr of thc Dclhi
Cadrc lr'ith rvidc r.rrrging cxpcricucc
of tcrrorist rclatcr-l activitics in tlrc
Punjab, Mizorarn /Nagaland, T&K, and
at tlrc Ccntrc, has prodtrccd throtrgh
this ptrblication pcrhaps thc first conr-
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prchensivc lvork on this subjcct. Thc
rcviclr'cr rccalls nrccting thc author
whcn l'rc rcturne.d from a UK posting
with our High Conrnrission in Lon-
don, to onc in Dclhi. His irrtcrcst in
this bright IPS Officc.r continucd rvhcn
hc was appointcd as Advisor to thc
I & K Covcrnnrcnt.

A fcw comntcnts on the. prcscn-
tation. The forcrvord is by V Pai
Parandikcr, Dircctor of thc prcstigious
Ccntrc for Policy Rcscarch, Nclv Dclhi,
lvho dcscribcs this work as "pcrhaps
the first study on thc live subjcct to
provide a grcatcr dcbatc to thought
on tcrrorism and holv to dcal with it".
This dctailc.d work is prcscntcd logi-
cally and holistically bcginning with
somc gcncral obsc.rvations on thc
subjcct. It thc.n covcrs terrorist rclatcd
activitics in Kashnrir, thc Punjab, the.
North East, Naxalitcs, and thc LTTE,
and ends lvith thoughts on countcr-
tcrrorist stratc'gy. Thcrc arc a numbcr
of anncxurcs giving dctailcd statistics
rclating to thcsc activitics in all tcr-
rorist affcctcd Statcs, and appcndiccs
A: on the Shimla Agrccnrcnt; 'B' on
the Punjab Accord; 'C' on the'Assam
Accord;'D'on thc Nagaland Accord;
and 'E' on thc Mizoranr Accord, cnd-
ing rvith an alphabctical indcx. Each
scctor has bccn covcrcd logically,
be'ginning with thc gcncsis of thc
problcm, examplcs of tcrrorist activi-
tics and the rnodrrs operandi, stcps takcn
to cotrntcr thcm, and thoughts for thc
futurc. Pcrhaps rcadcrs may find the.

c'xamplcs mcntioncd in cach chaptc.r
too nuntcrous and thc statistics cqrrallv
so. Thc largc nunrbcr oi n;rnrcs and
ir"rcidcnts mcntiorrcd arc pcrhaps
unncccssary.

Thcre arc. a nurrrbcr of avoidablc
crrors, and thc trsc of the. indcfinitc'
article and cxprcssions uscd lcavc
much to be dcsircd in such a scrious
lvork. Btrt thcsc nrinor onrissions do
not dctract fronr thc cornplctcr-rcss ancl
irnporlarrcr-' trf tlris u'ork.

Thc chaptcr on Tcrrorisnr in J&K
dran's attcntion to thc lack of political
lvill, political and brrrcaucratic bun-

gling, lack of coopcration bctrvccn the
various sccurity forccs involvcd, dc-
ntoralization of the policc throtrgh incpt
handling, indccision at critical mo-
mcnts, Pakistan support to the mili-
tants, poor public rclalions, using the
Bordcr Sc.curity Force in a local police
rolc as at Bijbchara, suspicion among
dccision nrakers, and prcvarication
rvhL.rL. spccd is of thc e'sscnce. The.
autlror's close ncss to the dranatis
personae and involvcnrcnt at all stagcs
shcds nclv light on personalities and
cvcnts.

In rcgard to thc Punjab, the main
issucs n'crc tl'rc use of rcligious placcs,
thc initial cncouragL'mcnt given to
Bhindranrvalc, the hasty launching of
Bluc Star, covcrt and ovcrt Pakistan
support to Sikh tcrrorists including
cffcctive trsc' of the clectronic mcdia
from across the bordcr, fakc cncoun-
tcrs, anti tcrrorist mcasurcs adoptcd
including floodlighting and fcncing of
critical arcas of thc bordcr and thc
financing of thc tcrrorists by Sikhs
abroad. Marn'ah is right in highlight-
ing thc fact that tcrrorisnr survivcs
with ptrblic support as was evidcnt in
thc Punjab at onc stagc. The author
warns, and rightly so, that tcrrorism
in thc Prrnjab though containcd is not
ovcr arrd that rclaxation nlay provc
countcr prodtrctivc.

As IGP Mizoram, this talcntcd
IPS Officcr gaincd a dctailcd insight
irrto thc insurgcncics in NEFA. Hc does
not confinc himsclf only to Mizoram
btrt cxtcnds his commcnts to insur-
gcrro' in Nagalarrcl, Assa ttt (Bodoland),
Tripura arrd Manipur, tracing in tlte
proccss, thc conrnronality in tactics
nrainly through anrbushcs, targcting
thc ad nrinistration and sccuri ty forccs,
training in the arcas bordcring thcsc
statcs i.c. Myanmar, China, and Bang-
ladcsh, supply of sophisticatcd arms
fronr nciglrbouring slatcs, and lhc
cfficicrrt usc of thc tcrrain pcculiar tcr

thcsc statcs, iclcal for insurgL'ncy.
Pcrlraps thc nrost tclling point nradc
is that thc situation can bcst bc con'
trollccl by u,itrning ovcr thc nrinds of
thc pcoplc of this oncc forgottcn part
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Lal Bahadur Shastri
Some Recollections

As I look back on those eventful nronths, which
alrcady bclong to history, my most outstanding imprcs-
sion of Shastriji is that he combincd in a unique way,
what might supcrficially scem to bc two contradictory
qualitics. He was a man of dccp humility, rcady to listcn
to othcrs, valuing their opinion and advice, secking at
all times to learn rathcr than to lay down the law. Hc
was also a man of dcep convictions, who knew his mind,
who formed I'ris own dccisions aftcr pondcring over all
the points of view prcsentcd to him and oncc he had
made up his mind hc would not wavcr but stand stead-
fast on the position he had takcn.

Because of his modcsty, thcre wcre many who
thought that it was his adviscrs who really shapcd his
policics. This imprcssion got strcngthcncd bc.causc it
seemcd that he was sctting up a sccrctariat which was
much largcr and consisting of more scnior pcople than
Prime Ministcr Nehru had.

For anyone to occupy the chair which had bccn
fillcd by an illustrious world pcrsonality, like that of
Pandit fawaharlal Nchru, was not an casy assignmcnt.
Shastriji never tricd to be another Nchru. He was contcnt
to bc himsclf and gave his bcst to tl're scrvicc of the
country. 

r

Another are'a in which Nchru had cxcellcd and in
which Shastriji had no prior involvcmcnt in any signifi-
cant mcasure was India's forcign policy. Hc madc Sardar
Srvaran Singh his Foreign Ministcr, knowing that hc had
in thc past handlcd sonrc dclicate issucs. Howcvcr, as
Prime Ministcr he had to handlc such problcms as had
to bc taken up at the lcvcl of the Hcad of Covcrnment.
At thc Non-Aligncd Summit in Cairo, within a fcw montl'rs
of his becoming Prime Ministcr and at the Comnron-
wealth Prime Ministcrs' mccting in the following ycar,
I witnesscd how his soft voicc, frcc of rhctoric, was
listcncd to with such profound rcspcct. At thc Cairo
Sr.rmmit, thc Non-Aligncd lcadcrs who lracl bccn closc
to Pandit Nchru - Prcsidcnt Nasscr, Prcsidcnt Tito,
Presidcnt Nkrumah and Archbishop Makarios - acccptcd
him without rcscrvc and exchangcd thoughts with him
as frie.nd and cqual. Only Prcsidcnt Sockarno of Indo-
nesia tricd to asscrt his own and his cottntry's supcriority
ovcr Sl'rastriji and India by saying to him that hc had
dccidcd to rcnamc thc Indian Occan as thc Indoncsian
Occan. Shastrifi rc'plicd: "Mr. Pre'sidc-nt, iu ottr cotlntry
too, parcnts givc thcir childrcn nanrcs of grcat pcrsons
in thc hopc that thcy will havc all thc tlr.ralitics of thc
pcrsorl thcy rvcrc narned aftcr, br,rt such cxpcctations arc
rarcly fulfillcd."

L. K. ]ha
In the conduct of forcign policy, Shastriji gave pri-

ority to two things. Firstly, hc wantcd to improve ind
strcngthcn India's rclations with ncighbouring countrics,
and sccondly, he was dccply conscious of the inrportance
of safcguarding India's sccurity.

Howcver, thcre wcrc othcr forces at work in paki-
stan. They thought that with Nchru's dcath India would
not be able to withstand a Pakistani assault to capture
Kashmir by force. 

*

It was at that point of timc that Shastriji had his
second cncountcr with Prcsidcnt Ayub at tl.re Common-
wcalth Hcads of Govcrnmcnt mccting in London. Prcsi-
dcnt Ayub said to Shastriji that India should not have
attackcd Pakistan. Shastriji rcplicd, "Mr. Prcsidcnt, I do
not undcrstand military strategy, in which you are a past-
nrastcr. But do you really think that if India wantcd to
attack Pakistan, lvc would have chosen to do so at a place
whcrc thc Indian Army had to face tremcndous difficul-
tic's in moving nrcn and nratcrials whilc Pakistan had no
such problcm?" As witncss to this convcrsation, I can say
that Prcsidcnt Ayub was quite takcn aback by this com-
nrcnt which l lcft him wondcring whcthcr his own pcople
h.rd not fcd him with incorrcct information.

"We cannot go from ccascfirc to ceasefire and wait
till Pakistan brcaks it," dcclarcd Shastriji in a broadcast
to the Nation. When and how the conflict would come
to an end was thc qucstion which still rcmaincd opcn.
While Shastriji was rcady enorrgh to the withdrawal of
troops by both sidcs whcrc thcy had crosscd the inter-
national boundary, in Punjab and in Rajasthan for cx-
amplc, hc was not prcparcd to ask olrr forccs to withdraw
fronr thc parts of |anrmu and Kashnrir bcyond the ccascfire
line which thcy had succccdcd in libcrating. Thcre was
a dcadlock.

Shastriji madc in clcar in Moscow that he was on no
accouut prcparcd irndcr intcrnational prcsstrre to tcll thc
Indian Arnry to pull back to thc ccascfire line giving up
those parts of Kashnrir which had becn frccd fornr Pa-
kistani occupation, unlcss Pakistan acccptcd the ceascfire
linc as an intcrnational botrndary which could only bc
modificd by agrccn'rcnt and not by forcc. Prcsidcnt Ayub
plcadcd that a catcgorical acccptancc of this condition
could lcad to his oustcr. It was thc paticnt work of the
$qvict Primc Ministcr Kosygin and Forcign Ministcr
Gronryko which rcstrltccl in thc idca bcing rcfornrulatcd
in sonrcn'hat guardcd tcrnrs which Prcsidcnt Ayub was
prcparcd to acccpt.

(Eriraclcd tntn Lal Baha<Jur Shaslri and Parliatncnl)
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of the country by drawing them into
the national mainstrcam.

Thcre are a few inaccuracics: for
instance the 16th Battalion Rashtriya
Rifles is rcferrcd to as thc 16th Division.
It would have'helped if a list of all thc
abbrcviations for thc various factions
involved was includcd for easc of
rcference. One final observation of
importance. The author has
commcntcd on the advcrsc impact of
postings of administrative and police
pcrsonncl to this ncglectcd part of India
considercd to bc a sort of punishmcnt,
rcsulting in apathy, and conscqucnt
discnchantmcnt and intcrest in the job
at hand.

As stated earlier, the Naxalitc
problcm is not a secessionist onc but
a class strugglc. Starting on a low kcy
with antiquated weapons, it is now
bcttcr organizcd with more sophisti-
cated wcapons and tactics dcpcnding
on the quality of thc people more than
on wcapons. As in othcr anti-tcrrorist
opcrations a similar modus aiucndi has
bccn found eminently successful witl'r
thc Army responsiblc for a tight outcr
cordon and the Police for the search
phasc, each effcctivc in its olvn man-
ncr. This class struggle appcars to be
expanding to othcr statcs whcre the
quality of life of thc marginaliscd is
affcctcd, as in Bihar.

Thc LTTE brand of tcrrorism is
bascd on the exploitation of cthnic
links bctween the Tamils of Tamil
Nadu and Sri Lanka, a situation thc
Indian Governmcnt cannot affort to
ignore because of its widcr ramifica-
tions. The author rightly fcels that thc
LTTE has now cstablishc.d links H'ith
varicrtrs political anc'l aclrnirristrativc
functionarics and thc rcncwed opcra-
tions against thc faction in Sri Lanka
may wcll have rcpcrcussions in thc
south, making Sotrtl'r India thc
hindcrland of cthnic violcncc in Sri
Lanka; a ncxus has bcc.n cstablishcd
bctwccn thc LTTE and thc NSCN and
thc ULFAs in thc Nortl'r East, a posi-
tiorr wc can ill afford to igrrorc.

Thc au thor has c.lonc rvc-ll to nrakc
somLa concrL-tc and practical suggcs-
tiorrs en countcr.tcrrorist stratcgy bascd
on his u'idc cxpcricncc. This is all to
O c ! olrer -Dece mba r 7 9 9 6

the good providcd it is a joint effort
involving thc Ministries of Honrc
Affairs, Dc'fcnce and Extcrnal Affairs
bccause of the covert and ovcrt in-
volvemcnt of our immcdiate
ncighbours, and the Amcrican
involvemcnt when it affccts their
national intcrcsts. Such nrcasurcs
cannotbe takcn in isolation as terrorism
is now global. It is vitally nccessary
to ensure maximum coopcration of
all sccurity forccs involvcd, prc-
planning for contingcncics being pro
rather than rctroactive, cffcctivc in-
tclligcncc, and sound coordination of
effort. Prcplanning nccds to be con-
sidercd against thc nuclcar brand of
tcrrorism, the narco link, knowlcdgc
of sophisticatcd cxplosivcs, and the
ngccssity of 'hot pursuit' if in our
ndtional intcrcsts; and had this last
aspcct bccn considcrcd, thc militancy
wc have bcen facing in |&K could wcll
have bccn nipped in the bud.

Finally, rcadcrs who invcst in
Marrvah's book would do wcll to rcad
Lt. Ccn. E. A. Vaz's book on countcr
insurgcncy in the North East bascd
on his expcricnccs as thc Eastern Army
Commandcr.

MAt. CEN. Rctd.) E. D'sOUzA, PVSM. is a
rcgular conlribulor lo Frecdom First

LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI AND
PARLIAMENT, cditcd by C. K. !ain,
Lok Sabha Sccretariat; Allicd pub-
lishcrs Ltd., Ncw Dclhi; pp.l10g;1993;
Rs.1595.

Reviewed by
Prof. Nagindas Sanghavi

This clcphantinc volume is the
tributc paid by our parliamcnt to the
mcmory of a prime ministcr, who dur-
ing a vcry short tcnure of power carved
out for himsclf a pcrmancnt niclrc in
thc hcarts of the Indian masses. We
had scvcral prime ministcrs who were
far morc admircd and some wcre evcn
feared, but none could evoke sponta-
ncous emotions of love and fellow
fceling as intcnsc'ly as Shastri could
do. A lifc lorrg political activist, he was
too gcntle and sclf cffacing to strivc
for himsclf, but hc was catapultcd to
thc highc.st scat of powcr by a unique
combination of circumstances. But
having arrivcd thcrc, he provcd him-
sclf cvc-ry inch a worthy and inspiring
lcadcr.

His historical positioning is not
vcry conrfortablc. Sandwiched bctwccn
thc stalwarts of thc Nchru family, who
wcrcblcsscd with long, too long, tcrms
Shastri did otrtshinc his prcdcccssor
as also his succcssor. Hc succcssfully
asscrtcd himsclf against thc syndica[c
of party bosscs lvho had hclpcd him
nrotrnt thc thronc, arrd rcsistcd all cfforts
by the' pigmics vvho attcnrptcd to
brorvbcat hirl thcrcaftcr. I-Iis dcath at
tlrc clinrax of his glory and popularity
rvas gcntrincly mourncd by thc dumb
nrilliorrs irr India. Hc is probably thc

Go,.rtw rail{A'\
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best illustration of Chanakya,s dictum
that softness is the sharpest weapon
because it overpowers ail and 

"rr"ry-thing.

Divided into four unequal parts,
the volumebcgins with a short rciume
of important landmarks of his life and
ends with condolences and obituaries
expressed in various legislative bod_
ies in India. The third and the longest
portion (nearly two-thirds of the;ol-
ume) consists of verbatim reproduc-
tion ofthespeeches delivered by Shastri
in Parliament. The tributes and the
reminiscences by his colleagues and
associates comprise the most impor-
tant and the most interesting section
of this volume. The articles ari penned
by a galaxy of heavyweights and to
list them all would be to prepare a
Who's Who of contemporaiy indian
politics. The bouquets offered' here are
of plastic flowers, decoratively beau-
tiful and scented with syntheiic per-
fumes. All the articles are in the proper
form with appropriate phrasis ind
the right kinds of things said on such
occasions.

The entire effort is imprcssivc,
more on account of its voluminous-
ness rather than its quality. What is
written about Shastri, both i, u p"rron
and as a leader has a ring of forhality
which completcly overwhelms thl
tolch_of sincerity. The story of his life
and the tributcs paid to iim makc
S.hastri a paragon of such pcrfcction
that he almost ccascs to be human. The
editor should have remembered
Cromwell's exhortation to his biogra-
phers to paint him with all his wirts
and moles. Only such portraits sur_
vive long after the panegyrics have
b_een dumped on the drirlgheaps of
History. Such an official, iven- offi-
cious, presentation would hardly do
justice_ 

-to a personality who proved
himself to have the strength of a giant
without using it even once foiself
aggrandizement.

PROF. NAGINDAS SANGHAVI is rcrircd
professorof Potilical Scienceand a commcntalor
on Indian politics and issues.
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SOME MEMORIES

. . I once osked lol Bohqdur lf hehod ever heqrd of Cnequers.'HJ
scld 'yes' bul when lsuggested hefind o ploce outslde De-lhl whe;;
he could rellre for week-ends onJwhere he should not ollow evengood friends llke me lo dislurb him,
he soid lhis wos lmpossible tor trim
os he wos hqbiluoted lo meeflng
people whenever lhey colled oi
him, throughout the doy or night.

Lol Bohodur wos on excellenl
porliomentorlon. Unllke other lndlon
polilicions, he did noi resenl crili-
clsrn. lonce mode o speech crllicl_
sing hls policles ln regord to tour_
isrn. Mr. Sornnoth Chlbb, who wos
the Direclor Generol of Tourlsrn, told
me loter thot when lhey wolked
out of Porliornent House, Lql Boho-
dur qsked hlrn, 'Somnqth, did you
bdef Mosonl?' plcklng up couroge,
Chibb soid lhot he hod. .eooO,
sqid Lol Bohodur. 'tt wos on excel-
lent speech ond you did lhe dghl
thing'.

M. R. Mosonl

Olympus Schindler Lifts
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L
o

IE]ba-
F
-fJo

aakar arls./ 88i950 1

Freedom Firsl 46

Tel

Oct ober -Decentber 799 6



FROM THE UPANISHADS, Ananda
Wood; 1996; pp.288;I(s.150.

(Both publishcd by thc Author, 1A,

INTERPRETING THE UPANISH-
ADS, Ananda Wood; 7996; pp.206;
Rs.110.

Ashoka, 3 Naylor Road, Pune 411 001)

the Upanishad is never allowed to be
bogged down by sheer descriptive
mass. Hc has to structurc his own
spiritual life. This is how the several
Vidyas projcctcd in the Upanishads
are prcsented in terse forms. It is we
who are to live the Truth, garner
experience and transform ourselves
on the basis of such experience.

To underline the need for a per-
sonal build-up, the Upanishads usu-
ally posit a mcmorablc tale. So we
have the immortal scenes of
Sanatkumara speaking to Narada about
blurru in Chandogya, Vajashravas
giving away Nachiketas to Yama in
Katha, Uma Haimavati teaching Indra
the nature of Brahman in theKena.The
images make it clear that the
Upanishads were not a turning away
from the Vedic hymns but were meant
to be an experiencing and explication
of Vedic truths.

T. V. Kapali Sastriar, after a thor-
ough study of the major Upanishads
concludcs that "the Brahmanas and
the Upanishads are the records of a
powerful revival which took the sa-
cred text and ritual as a starting-point
for a new statement of spiritual thought
and expression. If the Brahmanas
represent the conservation of forms,
the Upanishads the revelation of the
soul of the Veda."

In t e rpret ing tlrc Upanislnds follows
Shankara's Advaita as expounded by
Shri Atmananda. It is an attempt to
convey the Upanishadic thoughts in
contemporary idiom. From the
Upanisluds has large chunks from
twelve Upanishads which includes the
Kar.rshitiki, Prasna and Taittiriya.
Without going into the why and
whcrcfore of cach tcrm used by
Ananda, it is enough to say that here
is a readable, casy-flowing vcrsion,
undisturbcd by elaborate footnotes,
unpunctuated by Sanskrit words and
phrase.s, unadorncd by thc dramatic
contcxts. Interpreling the Upnnislnds
juxtaposes scvcral passagcs from this
vcrsion along with convcntional (lit-
cral) translations so that one u'ho has
bccn drawn into thc Upanishadic vvorld
by Ananda's vcrsion could strike otrt
on his orr'n.

Reviewed by
Dr. Prema Nandkumar

Ananda Wood is not the first to
be fascinated by the Upanishads, nor
is hc going to be the last. Anyone who
has those immortal longings to know
about existence gcts plcnty to hold on
to only in the Upanishads. All the
philosophical thqught in India and a

good deal of it abroad (the Albigensian
'heresy', T. S. Eliot's'what the Thun-
der Said', to name but two examples)
have Upanishadic filiations. Accord-
ing to Sri Aurobindo:

"The ideas of the Upanishads can
be rediscovered in much of the thought
of Pythagoras and Plato and form the
profoundest part of Neo-Platonism and
Gnosticism with all their considerable
consequences to the philosophical
thinking of the west, and Sufism only
rcpcats thcm in anothcr rcligious larr-
guage. The larger part clf German
metaphysics is little more in substance
than an intcllcctual development of
great realities more spirittrally seen in
this ancient teaching, and modcrn
thought is rapidly absorbing them with
a closer, more living and intense re-
ceptivcness which promises a revolu-
tion both in philosophical and in
rcligious thinking."

Sri Aurobindo himsclf considcred
the Upanishads and thc Cita as the
sole sufficing foundations for his
philosophy of supranrcntal transfor-

O c t ob er -D ccembe r'l 99 6

mation of consciousness. However, it
should not be thought that the
Upanishads are merely philosophical
theorems, concepts, underpinnings of
logic. There is the vibrancy of action
in the Upanishads, the upward move-
ments of. sadhsna, the double vision
of the near and the far, earth and the
beyond, death and immortality.

Each Upanishad is a world by
itself, a renewable experience for the
aspirant. The student has a participa-
tory status in evolving the teaching
and finalising it and then handing over
the torch to another student, anothcr
generation to mark another new be-
ginning. Ananda Wood has rcalised
this:

"Having rcceivcd such a state-
nrc.nt of condcrrscd philosophical tcach-
ing, a student was meant to think about
it over and over again, through a

sustained process of individual reflec-
tion and enquiry. Evcntually, aftcr
passing through many stages of think-
ing and rethinking the qucstions in-
volvcd, the studcnt was meant to come
at last to a thorough and indcpcndcnt
undcrstanding of thc statcmcnt, in his
or hcr own right."

"Condcnscd philosophical tcach-
ing". because the sages rigorously
cschcwcd surplusagc. Thc studcnt of
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Tlrc mattcr inFrom tlrcUpnnishnds
is poctic, natural and cxtluisitcly sim-
plc. Thus the Katha on mcditation:

"Whcn mind and scnscs ccase
to act,
no sceming objcct can appcar.

Thcn, consciousncss shines out
alone,
unmixcd with those appcar-
ances
that makc it secnr what it is
not.

This state of unmixcd con-
sciousncss
is said to be the highcst statc;

and mcditation is thc art
of holding mind and scnscs
back
to reach this statc by act of
will."

It is a good explicatory prose-
pocm and Ananda undcrlincs thc nccd
for such enlargcmcnts as a litcral
translation of the Sanskrit will lcave
us higlr and dry. InterPreting tlrc

Upanislrnds justifies his course wcll
enough. But the problcm with Ananda
is that in his cnthusiasm hc oftcn
rcduccs gods like Indra, Prajapati and
Brihaspati into concepts. This "replacc-
rirent of mythical mctaphor by philo-
sophical intcrpretation" oftcn lcads us

to arid areas of mcrc logic whcreas
thc Upanishads werc to be hclpful
cxplication of Vcdic conccPts that lcad
one to cxpericntial realisation.

Somctin'rcs Ananda's translation
gives up evcn hovering around the
original and moves apart for a long
explanation. Thtrs thc Ananda vcrsion
of thc Upanishaclic trvo-birc-ls inragc
is rcally a philosophical doctrine by
itsclf unconncctcd with the original.
Thc sap of the Upanishads (Svcta-

svatara, Mundaka) drics r.rp whcn the
two birds do not appcar in tl'rc ncw
vcrsion. Thc triumph of thc UPa-
nishadic sagcs lay in thcir cntwining
mctaphor and philosophy into an
cxpcricntial hclix, thc onc strslaining
thc othcr to hclp thc progrcss of thc
individual.

All the samc, Ananda's way.has
its orr'n logical Progrcss. Intcrprclitrg
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the Upnnislmrls ntakcs us rc-cxanrine
some of thc Upanishadic phrascs like'
Prajnya Pratishta ("consciousncss is the
foundation") and pratyag-atnran ("thc
turncd-back sclf"). It puts up parallcls
with modcrn physics. Now akasha
which is "a cosnric symbol for thc
con ti nu ing background of cxpcric.ncc"
can be scen as the "spacc-timc con-
tinuum": the "living cncrgy" that holds
togcthcr a changing univcrse is no
doubt prnna dcscribcd in Katha, prc-
scntcd in Ananda's explanatory vcr-
sion:

"This boundlcss storc of rcstlcss
cosmic encrgy has tcrrible dcstructivc
power. It's like an upraiscd thundcr-
bolt: to petty ego's fragilc lifc, idcn-
tificd with littlebody, sensc and mind.

But if, transccnding pc-tty cgo, all
thc world is known as lifc - as only
living cncrgy - thcn how can dcath
arise at all?

For onc who knows thc world
likc this, as only lifc, thcrc is no dcath.
In truth, thcrc's only deathlcssness."

From the Upanisltnds concludcs
with the crcation hymn in the Rig Vcda.
Though the passagc does not bclong
to thc Upanishadic group, Ananda has
prcscntcd it as it shows "a transition
of thought from the mythical imagi-
nation of the Vcdas to the morc ab-
stract philosophy of the' Upanishads."
Intcrprcting tlrcUpanishads takcs up thc
hymn for spccial considcration.
Ananda wondcrs at the prolifcration
of hymns of crcation of thc phcnom-
cnal world. Possibly it is bccausc of
man's innate dcsirc to undcrstand an

ongoing proccss by gctting at thc
undcrl;,irrg rcality. Thc ph1'sic.rl rcal-
ity is itsclf but a startirrg point for
rcflccting on phcnonrcnal rcality and
whcthcr thc rcality will changc'in somc
u'ay. Ananda conrcs vcry cltlsc lo an
intuitivc intcrprctation of thc Rig Vcdic
hymn:

"... this is an inrnrcdiatc, nrcntal
crcation of thc lvorld's aPPcaranccs,

as thcy arc manifcstcd in an irrdividtr-
al's cxpcricn6'g. lllrlrtrgh thc corrc-
spondcncc lhat was cotrccivcd bctwccn
thc nracrocosnr of thc cxtcrnal trni-
vc.rsc and thc nricrocbsnr of irrdividtral

cxpcricncc', traditional dcscriptions of
cosmic crcation can oftcn be intcrprcted
as mctaphors for the crcation of ap-
pcaranccs from undcrlying conscious-
ncss."

Each onc of us, if wc are blesscd
rvith an cncluiring mind likc that of
the author, do crcate our own vision
of thc Omniprcsent Rcality and the
undcrlying principle and go for our
orvn vision and expcricnce to dcal with
thc phcnomcnal world as best as we
can. The. Upanishads arc but signposts.
We nccd tl'rc-m since we cannot work
or progrcss in an abstract existcnce,
in purc Nirvana or an impersonal
intcllcctuality. Caught in the net of
"the world of changing things", we
necd sustcnance for the body and the
soul. Hc.nce the Upanishadic state-
mc.nts likc Annam Brahma and
Prajnaanam Brah ma. Also guide-posts
likc thcsc two volumes, intensely
motivatcd and cxccllcntly produced
to larrnch us on thc oicara: "Who am
I?"

PREMA NANDAKUMAR is an author and

iournalist.

ORPHANED CASH

One of the poliliclons whose
roided premises were found lo
conloin o huge cosh hoord hos
declored lhol lhe money did not
belong to him. The politicol PottY
to which he belongs hos olso dis-
cloirned ony ownershlp to lhis hootd
which ls now orphoned. lnsteod of
rewording lhe person bY o
rnisopplicollon of low lhot potl of
lhe unoccounled cosh con be kePl
by lhe roided person, the old rule
thot lhe treosure lrove belongs to
the Juler should be involved ond
enlire omounl confiscoted bY the
Stole.

There is soid lo be o rule lhol
no one is supposed to possess legol
lender (Rs. 20 in lhe cose of coins)
ond curency noles beYond one's
reosonoble requiternents. lf so, whot
hoppened lo such o rule? lf it does
not exist, is it worth odoPting,
potliculorly in view of the sPreod
of lhe bonking hobit, with neotlY
65,000 bonk bronches ond 500
million deposit occounts?

M. R. Poi
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