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The 38th Anniversary of 
the Tibetan Resistance 

In the closing 
years of the 20th 
century, as we comme­
morate the 38th anni­
versary of the Tibetan 
people's National 
Uprising, it is evident 
that the human com­
munity has reached a 
critical juncture in its 
history. The world is 
becoming smaller and 
increasingly inter-
dependent. One 

The Dalai Lama nation's problem can 
no longer be solved by itself. Without a sense of universal 
responsibility, our very future is in danger. 

A new way of thinking has become the necessary condition 
for responsible living and acting. If we maintain obsolete values 
and beliefs, a fragmented consciousness and self-centered spirit, 
we will continue to hold on to outdated goals and behaviours. 
Such an attitude by a large number of people would block the 
entire transition to an interdependent yet peaceful and coopera­
tive global society. 

We must draw lessons from the experience we gained. If 
we look back at the development in the 20th century, the most 
devastating cause of human suffering, of deprivation of human 
dignity, freedom and peace, has been the culture of violence 
in resolving differences and conflicts. In some ways, our century 
could be called the century of war and bloodshed. The challenge 
before us, therefore , is to make the next century a century of 
dialogue and non-violent conflict resolution. 

With these convictions, I have led the Tibetan freedom 
struggle on a path of non-violence and have sought a mutually 
agreeable splution .to the Tibetan issue through negotiations in 
a spirit of reconciliation and compromise. Inspired by the Buddha's 
message of non-violence and compassion, we have sought to 
respect every form of life and abandoned war as an instrum ent 
of national policy. For us Tibetans, the path of non-violence is 
a matter of principle. And I am convinced that this approach 
is the most beneficial and practical course in the long run . 

As we commemorate this anniversary, we look back at yet 
another year of escalating repression in Tibet where the Chinese 
authorities continue to commit widespread and grave human 
rights abuses. 

Last year, China dropped all pretense of respecting the 
ancient religious and cultural heritage of Tibet by launching a 
large-scale reform of its rel igious policy. The new policy states 
that "Buddhism must conform to socialism and not socialism 
to Buddhism". Under the pretext that relig ion would have a negative 
influence on Tibet's economic development, the new policy aims 

to systematically undermine and destroy the distinct cultural and 
national identity of the Tibetan people. 

9i'Bet~s have reacted to all this repression largely peacefuly 
and I believe all people have the right to peacefully protest injustice. 
However, recent reports of isolated incidents of bomb explosions 
in Tibet are a cause of deep concern to me. I will continue to 
counsel non-violence, but unless the Chinese authorities forsake 
the brutal methods it employs, it will be difficult to prevent the 
situation in Tibet from deteriorating further. 

Being a Tibetan, I have been giving particular importance 
to reaching out to the Chinese people, whether they are in China 
or elsewhere. It is in the interest of both the Tibetan people and 
the Chinese that there be a deeper level of understanding between 
ourselves. It has always been my belief that the cultivation of 
human relationship is of great importance in the creation of an 
atmosphere conducive to human understanding, mutual respect 
and peace. 

The recent passing away of Mr. Deng Xiaoping is a great 
loss to China. I have known him personally. Mr. Deng Xiaoping 
took the initiative to establish direct contact with us to start a 
dialogue to solve the Tibetan problem. Unfortunately, serious 
negotiations could not take place during his lifetime. It is my 
sincere hope that the succeeding Chinese leadership will find 
the courage, wisdom and vision for new openings to solve the 
Tibetan issue through negotiations. 

The growing international support for Tibet reflects the inherent 
human empathy for and solidarity with human suffering and 
universal appreciation for truth and justice. To portray the support 
for Tibet as a plot of Western anti-Chinese forces is to evade 
the truth for political convenience. This is unfortunate, because 
such kind of mental bamboo-walling will continue to prevent a 
constructive approach to solving the problem. 

Ultimately, it is for the Tibetan and the Chinese peoples 
to find a mutually acceptable solution to the Tibetan issue. Bearing 
in mind this reality, we have consistently pursued a course of 
dialogue with the leadership in Beijing. However, Beijing's refusal 
to listen to and recognise the genuine grievances of our people 
left us with no other choice but to present our legitimate and 
just cause to the . international community. 

With my homage to and prayers for the brave men and 
women who have died for the cause of Tibetan freedom . 

The Dalai Lama 

..Extract from a statement by His Holiness The Dalai Lama 
on the 38th Anniversary of Tfbetan National Uprising Day, 
March 10, 1997. 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ... 
Why a discussion on 'va lues' now wh e n there are so many more pressing 

and critical iss ues facing the country such us the dis lodging of the United Front 
government, the political uncer ta inties adversely affecting economic growth; a 
marked deterioration in th e law and order sit uation , etc which need to be discussed? 

The dismal public scone is a n indication of a sharp decline in character. And 
character takes a bea ting when basic decencies and values are considered to be 
of littl e cons eq ue nce in thi s co mpet itive world, be it in politics , business or personal 
re la tion s hips . And wh e n we came across a draft e ntitl ed a "Declaration of Human 
Values" whi ch the a uthor of the draft had prepared on the premise that human 
rights will only prevai l if people subscribe to basic values , we we re convinced 
th at we need to take tim e off from the specific iss ues facing us to an enqui ry 
as to why things were going wrong . We hop e reade rs will find the cover feature 
worth their atte n t ion . We s ha ll of course be de lighted to publish your comments 
on thi s quest.ion of va lues. 

We offer you a mixed fare in this iss ue- from a study of the communal problem 
by Sh arad Jos hi to a n assessme nt of the United Nations by Prof. Adi Doctor. 
Acharya Atre was a colourful multi-faceted pe rsonality . He revelled in controversies 
a nd to say he was unorthodox is to put it mildly . H e left his mark on whatever 
he did and we are happy to have had the opportunity of paying our tribute to 
him on the occasion of hi s birth centenary. An e xcell ent speec h by the Chairman 
of Hindusta n Leve r at his company's annual meeting deserves the attention of 
Freedom First reade rs . So it finds place in thi s issue . 

The n ext issue, Janua ry-March 1998, will deal with the current political 
situation and the elections sc hed ule d for Ma rch next year . There has bee n much 
chest-beating about the cost of the elections and whe th e r the nation can afford 
it. There is also the inte resting spectacle of 'firs t t e rm MPs' opposing the dissolution 
of the Lok Sabha as if there was some kind of a contract between the voter and 
the voted guara ntee ing a five year te rm! We invite you to send in your views 
and com monts on these and other aspects of the situation as you see it. 
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends 
'Tis not too late to see/( a newer world"- Tennyson 

History en n be dangerously misused. 

1\csnvan Vcluthnt. The S <•culrtrist , Mny-Junc 1997. 

If you st.ay long enough in Chinn you will get slitty 
eyes 

Prince Philip cite<l by Soli Sorabjcc in 
'/'h e 'J'i11w8 of India , Octobe r 23. 

A government that take;; on t.hc public sector union;; 
will gain on the popularity charts. These unions arc 
the last power bases for angry old men like George 
Fernando~ . 

Editorial in BUSINESSIVOR/,D, Octohcr 7. 

ASEAN countries have spent. <10 years trying t.o 
build up their economics, and a moron like Soros 
comes along wit.h a lot of money 

Mnluysinn prime ministe r Mnhathir Mohnmmacl. 
Outlook, October G 

Mahathir ts a menace to his own country 

George Soros, Outlook , October G 

Today's t.crroristcould well become tomorrow's chief 
minister. Mahanta himself belong~ to a party once 
considered a ;;cmi-t.crrorist organi;;at.ion. 

Tavleon Sin~h. In diu 1'odcry, Odober 20 

If Tata Tea is charged with treason for buying 
security from rebels in Assam , t.hen all our .MP;; and 
MLAs should also be sim ilarly charged. 

A. Rau~nnnthnn in n le tter to India Toduy , October 27 

1 don ' t. know why bot.h countries (India and Pa­
kistan) maintain t.his elaborate myt.h that they arc actually 
playing cricket. Plain bunkum . 

1\unclu Philiposc, '/'he {,diun £.,·press, October !1 

One reason I Lry to pcr;;uml e lawyers tu h·av c t.h c 
law is to save t.h c ir so uls . /\not lwr is to save t.hc rest 
of us from the harm th ey do as lawy ers 

Charles l'o tc rs , 'I'll t; \FilS/II NG'/'ON MUN'/'11 L l', < lctolw r I DD7 

Smoking docs not kill , t.he cancer it causes does, 
and cancer and smoking arc compatible. To quote a 
popular cigarcl.l e advcrt.i;;erncnt in I ndin , they arc' made 
(or each other' . 

EJitorinl in Down To Earth . September 30. 

For a fringe group cs;;enr-ially limited to three states, 
the Indian Left is extraordinarily self-important. 

l11dia Today. October 27 

You were a Cindcralla at the Ball and now you 
arc a Sleeping Beauty 

Inscription on n bnllct shoe ti ed to the roiling outside 
Ke nsington Poloce, Time . September 15. 

[ consider it. a sacrilege that a committee called 
for t.hc sacred purpose of celebrating the golden jubilee 
of t.he country's independence should contain names of 
persons facing charges of corruption before law courts. 

Nikhil Chnkrnvnrty, The Asian Age, December 15,1996. 

India has been long on rhetoric and short on 
performance, both in domestic and foreign affairs. 

Professor Lionel Fernandes, The lndicm Express, August 15. 

It is important to realise that death is good medical 
treatment.. Sometimes it achieves what. medicine cannot 
- it stops SU ffcring. 

Dr. Christian 13ornnrd, 7'/re Times of /11dia, September 28 

When Mikhail Gorbachev was the prcsiclcntofthc 
Soviet Union, it was said that he was more popular 
in the United States than in his own country. Prime 
1\1 in ist.cr I nder 1\uma r G ujral is in an iclen tical situation. 

Rnjnt Shnrmn, The Express .ll,faga::ille, October 19 

We arc going through a proem;;; of churning, which 
is absolutely necessa ry . But we can be a great nation 
il' educated peopln bc<:orn c < :o urag<~ou s and join politics. 
I cnn guide tlwrn if th ey join the Janat.a Party. 

Dr . Subrnmnninn Swnmy. Afl<!niOOII Despulcla 
& Co11rier . Au~usl 23 
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OF CABBAGES AND KINGS 

The VIP Nuisance 
A report in 'l'll.e Times of India 

(October I~) bcmonns the fact tha t 
"politicia ns arc no longer Lube found 
only in the priva te wards of t.hc i\11-
[nclia Institute of Medical Sciences 
(ArTMS in Delhi). Th ey have mov ed 
furth er - into i ts guest house." 

The rcportpoint sout. that th ough 
the guest house is s tri c tly meant fur 
vi s it in g scic nti s t.s and members of 
the adminis trative bodies of Alll'I'I S 
it hns had to accommodate ' di s tin­
guished' pe rsona e , amun~ others, 
form er uni on ministe r tltr . Sanjay 
Singh's relatives (l engt.h o f st.ny -
around three months) , AICC gene ral 
secretary Tariq Anwar (len~! h of s tay 
- around two mont.h s) 

Fur an air-conditioned room with 
an attached l>at.hruum , th e Alll\lS 
guest house charges l{s . IOO/- a pit­
tance rea lly. Even an 'nt.h star' hot e l 
in Delhi would charge very much 
more. The low charge \\'aS meant 
only for visiting All MS scientists and 
faculty . 

Faculty me mbe rs arc of the view 
that th e A II MS was being clom inn 1 eel 
by politician:-; and had los t. it.s au­
tonomy. Already·, se lcct. iuns for pos ts 
in the fa culty had been influ e nc ed 
by politica l press ure. 

What the adminis t.rat.ion of the 
AJII\1S ought to do , is to send a bi II 
at prev ailing commercial rates to all 
those ol h e r t.han fa cult y or sc ient is is 
O>ut indudin g those l'acult.y me m­
be rs on whose nam es outsiders used 
the guest house) who hav e used the 
gu est h ouse and if they refuse to pay 
to send th em legal notices. At. the 
same time, is n' t this a fit case fur 
a public inte res t litigation? 

Lest. we be accused of I a rgct t.i ng 
only politicians , h e re is a snipp et 
about one Mr. Ani! Bhandmi who 
' finally ' stepped down as chairman­
cum-managing direc tor of I h e l ndian 
Tourism Development. Corporation 
(JTDC),who, says columnist Coomi 

"the · tim~ has come-,"~ 
...ilru~ ~a.\d, 

"to talk. .of many things: 
of $'hex?.~-and shlps-

an.d ~in~vax-
of t:abl>aq;e-s -

ana. kin$S-" 

1\ npoor in th e Indian Express of 
October 5, "did little Lo improve th e 
s loppily run governm ent run ITD C 
hotels). Mr. Bhandari had six luxury 
suit.cs of th e Samra!. Hote l in Dcll~i 
as his res idence n t. a cost of l{s.58,000 
per mon I h . I I is entitlem ent - Rs.G,500. 
I low did he manage the trick? Sim­
ple. ll c kept his tourism ministers 
happy i.e. Sriknnl Jcnn , Ja gdi s h 
Tyt lc r , Su khvindcr J(nu r, l\1ndhavrnu 
Seindia , Ghulam Nabi Aznd , and of 
eoursc Mr. C.l\1. Ibrahim . Th e r eport. 
also says h e obliged 'powerful 
politician s' wit.h free passes for hotel 
h ca lt.h clubs and swimming pools , 
tickets to mu s icnl functions , freebies 
and special di scounts to part.y work­
ers. 

i\shok Ynt.ri Niwas lost Hs.80 
lakhs because of cut rate charges 
offered to tl ,800 poultry farmers 
invited by Dcvc Gowda, 12G ,Janata 
Dnl supporters from Jcna's constit.u­
cncy and :300 members to t.hc Jannta 
Dal convention . 

All th e:-;e faclse:une to light. wh en 
t.hc Hind 1\'lazdoor .Sabha l'i led a pul>l ic 
interest p ct. it.ion which forc e d 
Bhandari to descend from his cozy 
perch . 

All for the Cause 
'A healthy mind in n h calt.hv 

body' run s a !at in prov e rb . Bv th ~! 
sa me Iogie, could we :-;av t.h at hc.a lt.h v 
lcgis l:ltors mak e b et.t.~r leg islator;? 
An expe rim ent. in Karnntakn is wo rt.h 
wntchin g. Accord in g to a report. in 
'l'll.e Tim es of India (October 10) , n 
health club l'or t.hc exclusive usc or 
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lcgis lnt.ors and their families (and 
' friends' pe rhaps?) called Legis lators' 
Home (LI I) has come into being at 
13nngalorc. It reportedly contains the 
latest fitn ess equipment. purchased 
at a cos t of Rs . 1 tl Inkhs. W c arc assured 
that t.h c finest quality Australian 
wood , luxuriou s prim ~ -grndc vinyl 
for scnts and Italian (!) tiles for the 
whirlpool jacuzzi have been used. 
An d , says the r eport , while "the 
legis lntors sweat. it out, they will have 
piped mu s ic for company. Massage 
and sauna services arc in the offing 
and once these se rvices arc opera­
tional , wom en legis lators will have 
exclusive lady masse uses to enter to 
them. 

We arc also informed that leg­
islators will have t.o pay for t.hc sauna, 
jacuzzi and mnssagc, but this need 
not unduly worry them -the charges 
will be nominnl- ju st.c n ou~h to "cnahlc 
I h e club to run on a no-profit-no-loss 
bns is." 

And how docs having healthy 
1\'1 LAs (and MLCs) benefit. the peo­
pl e? According to an MLC, "In the 
pas t. , there were complaints of leg­
islatures indulging in undesirable 
aet.ivit.ics. At. least now. let us hope, 
t.hcy put their t.imc t.o good usc. '' ! 
The r epo rt docs not spe ll out the 
nature of"undesirablc activities" the 
I\1LC had in mind. If it will save the 
furniture, microphon es and var ious 
ot.her cos tly equipment in the lcg­
islat.urc from being u sed as miss iles , 
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and strenuous phys icals sublimate 
the ene rgy of angry MLAs in to 
constructive channels, th en pe rhaps 
we, the ta xpayers may not g rudge 
the expens ive health clubs for our 
law-makers 

Prophetic 'Cho' 
Cho Ramaswamy's play Moham­

med I3in Tuglak has a scene in which 
the hero, in a bid to preserve his 
prime ministership , makes eve ry 
member of parliament a minister(th ey 
have defected to his party on the 
promise of minis terships). When he 
is asked wh ere he proposes to hold 
cabinet meetings, h e says ' in the Red 
Fort Maidan'. This scene from the 
play, which I had watched in the 
's ixties, came to mind in the context 
of the manouvres of UP chief min· 
ister Ka lyan Singh , a scion of that 
highly principled and disc iplined 
party the BJP. His 93 member cabinet 
has all 22 defectors from the Co n­
gress, alll2 defectors of the I3SP plus 
miscellaneous defectors. All those who 
had been ministers of state either 
in the Congress or in the Mayawati 
government have been made cabinet 
ministers. So much for this "party 
with a difference" · a phrase inci­
dentally , pinched from the Swatantra 
Party's statement of policy 'To Pros­
peri ty Throu gh Frccdom'which was 
adopted in March l9GO. 

As many as IG ministers (7 
cabinet and 9 ministers of state) arc 
history sheeters i.e. those against 
whom cases are pending, which 
include murder, dacoity , kidnapping, 
rioting and robbery , in t.his govern­
ment led by the principl ed and 
disciplined party with a difference. 
The point that is sought to be made 
is that the BJP is n0 bcti.c r and no 
worse than other parties in t.he fi eld. 
They are a run of the mill ordinary 
party whose primary and only aim 
is powe r anyhow, wh ethe r it be 
through brea king the Babri masj id, 
or harking to a medieval pas t with 
its ' rath yatras ' or encouragin g 
defect ions by offering attractive 
incentives. 

SV H. 
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Dadabhai Naoroji's Vision 

Mr. Palkhiucda 's acceptance speech 
at the Dadablwi Nc.w roji Memo­
rial Prize Award Function 
Bombay, Aug ust 12, 199 7. 

Dadabhai 
Naoroji's vision of a 
fr ee Indi a wa s the 
vi s ion of a n onli gh t­
e n od and we ll- edu­
cated society. 
Dadabhai was a n ar­
de nt advocate of froe 
ed ucation and of the 
princip le that e ve ry 
child s hould have the 
opportunity of rece iv­
ing all the ed ucation 

Nani Palkhivala 

Eng li s hm a n's se nse of justice and 
fai rness is supplied by Dadab hai 's 
ow n e lection by Englishmen to the 
House of Commons. Unfortunately, 

.. 

Indian s lack both 
these characteristics. 
We, Indi a n s, n eed 
Article 17 of our 
Co nstitution to te ll us 
th at untou ch ab ility 
s h a ll be abolished and 
its practice in any form 
s ha ll be forbidd en . 

it is capable of assi m i- Dadahlwi Naoroji 

I ha ve no doubt 
that if Dadabha i had 
lived long e nou gh to 
t a ke part in th e fram­
ing of t.he Constitu­
tion of India, he would luting . His own own words were, "I 

realize that I had boon educated at 
th e expense of the poo r, to whom I 
myself be longed .. . The thought de ­
velopod itse lf in my mind, that as 
my ed ucation an d all the be ne fits 
arising therefrom ca me from the 
people. I mu st return to them th e 
best I had in me. I must devote myse lf 
to the se rvi ce of th e people: 

Dudubhai was a great pioneer 
in the promotion of female education. 
He used to toll hi s g ran dch ildren so me 
stori es of hi s ea rly days · how as a 
coll oge student lw would go from hou se 
to house with a fri e nd , persuading 
parents a nd guardians to allow him 
and hi s fri end to s it on their vt~ra n­
duhs and to teach the three R' s to 
th ei r girls; how so me of them took 
advantage of the offe r but some irate 
fat he rs threa tonod to th row t hom 
down the steps for making suc h a 
preposte rous p roposa l! His biogra­
phor Sir R. P. Masani, sa id that to 
captu re a pupil was sometimes as 
difficult a task as to co nque r a ci ty : 
again st the m wore a rrayed the forces 
of stern orthodoxy and with it the 
mi sg ivings of tho ignorunt rogu rdin g 
the conseq ue nces of s uch a movo· 
mont on the social life of tho peopl e. 

Dadabhai r1•u lized that the two 
finest characte ristics of th e Bri t ish 
were th at thoy had u se nse of justice 
and. furllwr, they hud a sense of 
fairne ss. An in sta nce of t he avor::age 
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have e mbodied similar fundam ental 
rights as have been given by our 
Constitution . In othe r words, I believe 
th a t if Oadabha i had to frame a con-
stitution for free India, he would 
have envisaged the same type of secu­
lar constitution and any minoritie s, 
whether based on re ligion or lan­
guage, would have the right to es­
tablish and administer educational 
institutions of th e ir choice . Dada bhai 
believed that India' s salvation lay 
in the equality of all re ligions and 
eq ual reve re nce for all relig ions . 

Da dabh a i, in his wildest night­
ma re, would have ne ver thought that 
India would reach such a low level 
of degradation and corruption as it 
has reach ed today fifty years after 
attaining indepe nd ence, ·the lowest 
leve l of deg rad ation in its entire 
hi sto ry of 5,000 yea rs . 

Dudabhai, the greatest Indi a n 
of his tim e, was a Zorastrian by birth 
a nd by conviction , a nd he lived the 
re ligion of Prophet Zara thushtra · 
good thoughts , good words , good 
deeds. A regene ra ted secular India 
wo uld have bee n the greatest manu­
mont to hi s me mo ry . 

I can onl y say that just as wo 
do not dese rve our sublime Consti­
tution, ju st as we do not deserve to 
have had a great leade r like Ma­
hutma Gan dhi, we did not dese rve 
Dadabhai Naoroji. 



A Question of Values 

Freedom First is a journal of liberal ideas. So we were interested ·when the German Liberal foundation, 
the Frieclrich-Naumann-Stiftung held a three-day Convention in Delhi in .January last year to discuss "Liberal 
Values". A report of this Convention was the subject of a Freedom First cover feature last year (Freedom Firs/., 
No.429, April-June , 199G). The subjects discussed at that Convention included Liberalism , Democracy and Human 
Rights; Economic Development and Liberalism. A statement reaffirming Liberal Values issued by the Convention 
stressed, among other things , 'that each individual has an inherent human dignity , from which inalienable 
rights called human rights follow. lluman rights arc a universal birthright.' 

Some months ago, our atlcntion was drawn to a draft of a "Universal Declaration of Human Values" 
proposed by Mr. A Solomon, (President of the Indian Secular Society and a member of Freedom First's advisory 
board) for considcrat ion by the International II umanist and Ethical Union (II lEU) . Mr. Solomon takes the position 
that it is only when people arc committed intellectually and emotionally to the basic human values of freedom, 
truth, reason and compassion that one can hope for a free and just society. 

It cannot be denied that values in our soc iety have descended to an all time low. No aspect of activity 
is exempt. The more one talks of values, the less they arc practised. This is as true of the politician as it 
is of the businessman. 

In association with the Project for Economic Education, Freedom First held a half-day discussion on 
October 18, in Mumbai on the qu est ion of values. What follows is the text of the draft Declaration and a summary 
of the disc ussion s · Eclit.or. 

Universal Declaration of Human Values 

Abe Solomon 

Introduction 
The adoption of the "Un ivcrsa l Declaration of I Iuman 

Rights" by the United Nations General Assembly on 
December 10, 1918, was an his toric event. It was th e 
success ful culmination of th e cf"forls of H. G. Wells in 
the HHOs for the diffu s ion worldwide of a declaration 
of"Thc Rights of Man" for the world citizen. The "Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights" is the most important 
and far-reaching of all U.N . declarations and a source 
of inspiration for national and international efforts to 
promote and to protect human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

The bnsic philosop hy nnd concept of humankind on 
which the Declaration is based is stated succinctly in 
Article I of the Declaration, which rends: "All human 
beings arc born free and equal in dignity and rig-ht.s. 
They arc endowed wit.h reason and conscience and should 
act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood." 

Unfortunate ly, th e human rights that this Decla­
ration spells out arc largely violated by governments 
and people all over t.h c world. There arc , no doubt., many 
and complex reasons · socia l, political , economic · for 
this slate of affairs. 13ut the failure lo uphold and im­
plement these human rights is mainly !Jocuuse t.ho basic 
human values on which these rights arc found ed have 

not been clarified and universally accepted and inter­
nalized by the people. 13esidcs, in many countries, the 
traditional values, social relation ships , and modes of 
thinking, which arc a part of the ethos of these countries, 
arc in conflict with the values that form the basis of 
the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" . In these 
countries there is a need for social and cultural change, 
which is the task of the human rights and liberal move­
ments in those countries to bring about. 

It is ev iden t thatthc "Univcrsal Declaration oflluman 
Rights" is founded on secular humanis t valu es. It is only 
wh en a majority of the people all over the world in­
tellectually and cmot ion ally accept these va lu es that the 
human rights mentioned in the Declaration catl become 
a reality . It is , therefore , necessary to have a Dcdaration 
stating the basic human values on which the "Universal 
Declaration of lluman Rights" is founded . 

Th e developm en I of"h uman , moral and cth ica I values 
is the criterion of social and cultural progress. It. is only 
when a majority of the people in the world become 
committed ini cll cctually and emotionally to the bas ic 
human values of freC(lom, truth , reason, and compassion 
that we can hope f'or a f'roc , just and peucef'ul world. 
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A Question of Va~l-u_e_s ---------------------

DRAFT DECLARATION 
PREAMBLE 

Whereas, the rea li,. t' . . 
versa! Declaration of H zt~ •on m pract1ce of the Uni· 
intellectua l and emot· ulman Rights depends on the 

•ona 'l • b h the universal human va lu 'ccepta~ce y t e people of 
founded, es on wh1ch these rights are 

Whereas, disrega rd .1 1 hav e resulted in barbaro~ nc contempt for human values 
conscience of huma . s acts that have outraged the <Oily, 

Whereas, it is essenti·tl . 
and acceptance of basic .hu•to promote the deve lopm ent 
of all nation<: to usher . nan values by the peoples 
truth reas;n and c m a World order based on freedom 

' · ' ompassion, ' 

. Whereas, the people of . . . 
m the Charter and the U . the United Nat•on s hav e 

nlversal Declaration of Human 

Rights affirmed their faith in the dignity and worth of 
the human person and have determined to promote social 
and cultural progress in peace and harmony, and 

Whereas, the common understanding and accept­
ance of these universa l human values is of the greatest 
importance for the realization of this pledge, 

Now therefore the General Ac:;sembly of the United 
Nations proclaims this Universal Declaration of Hum an 
Values as a common ideal of attainment for all peoples 
and all nations , to the end that every individual and 
every section of society, shall strive by teaching and 
education to promote respect for these v.alues and make 
all efforts, national and international, to secure their 
universal and effective recognition among the peoples 
of the world: 

ARTICLES 
Article I : 
Source ofValues: Dignit 
autonomous ·tgent e 1 Y of the human person as an . , nc owed . h . . 
source of all values . W1t reason IS the ultimate 

Article 2 : 
Reason: Reason is an ess . 
mot.ingtheJlrogressofh .. entml human facully in pro· 

umank · I · bli h . · to have a worldview th· ~nc encl ~g uman bemgs 
actions. Cultivation fat ~oltvates thCJr thoughts and 
an intrinsic hum·ln o. lratJonal thinking IS , therefore , 

' va ue. 

Article 3 : 
Critical Intelligence: Th . 
be ings is to quest· 0 cssentml nature of human 

. . IOn , CX'lm· . 
necessa ry to subject all b' . lne, and und~rstand. It IS 

and critical int ellige . ~hefs to the scrutmy of reason 
nee 111 o. I . I. . 

un examined belief is ' •c e1 toe 1m1nat.e error. 1\n 
· not worth having. 

Article 4 : 
Truth: The aim of all rn · . . . 
of truth Truth cons· ·t · !.Jon.\) thou ght IS the dtscovery 

· • IS S of b )' {' · . 
from rational thinking 'ln 

1 
e 1c s ~bout reality resultmg 

is, therefore, a supre < c expencnce. Quest for truth 
me human value. 

Article 5 : 
Tolerance: Tolcranee of I' .. . . 
is essential for the disco~ dfcn~g 1deas and viewpoints 
et·ance leads to den ·. 1 . ?ry of truth. Absence of tol-
l. I <I 0 I If(' I I h . o creativ ity. Tule rnnec ... ec om .a n( I. c su.ppressJOn 

va lu e. · · IS , th c rclure, a bas1c hum a n 

Article 6 : 
Creativity: All social progress is the result of human 
creativity. Rooted in the individuality of a human being, 
creativity can nourish only in an atmosphere offreedom. 

Article 7 : 
Freedom: Respect for the dignity of the human person 
dema nds that the freedom of every human being ought 
to be ensured in all spheres of life , consistent with the 

freedom of all. 

Article 8 : 
Equality: Respect for the human person implies that 
all human be ings shall be treated as ecj~al in dignity 
and rights irrespective of race, nationality,' belie( or non· 
belief, colour, gender, age or sexual oriJ~~,til,tion. , 

... -r-. ~· ·• . . t ~"' 

Article 9 : 
Justice: The princip le of justice which dictates equal 
consideration for the well-being of every individual shall 
inform all social institutions and relations between in-

. . . - - ... ;, -
chv•duals. · · •· · 

Article 10 : 
Humankind and Nature: Man 
necessitates his living in h 
all life and the quality of the 
all human activities. 

Article 11 : 
Universal Culture : It should be; 
end eavour to evolve a universal c~ 
dum , truth , reason , arid compoasswn. ;~-~"""''·1 
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Article 3 of the Draft Declara ­
tion of Human Values says "The 
essential nature of a human being 
is to qu est ion , examine and under­
stand". As a human being I would 
qu est ion the statement that the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Ri ghts ought to be based on a 
Universa l Declaration of Human 
Values. That is to say huma n rights 
follow from human values 

Recognition of Mutual Rights 
Many philosophers hold that 

there arc fundamental human righ ts 
with which all men are born and this 
is a basic moral perception that we 
have. And forms of individu al and 
social moral life have been based on 
this notion of human righ L<>. That is 
to say the essence of morality would 
consist in respecting the fundamen­
tal rights of others in all contexts 
of behaviour and the claim that one 
can make for oneself is that one has 
the fundamental right to pursue one's 
self interest consistent with the self 
interest of others. This recognition 
of mutual rights provides a fram e­
work in which all persons can purs ue 
their interests consistently. 

We have a Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights; we hope to 
have a Universal Declaration of 
Human Values and both arc neces­
sary. We respect and adopt both of 
them without making the claim that 

THE DISCUSSION 

one is more bas ic than the other. 

It seems to me that the basic 
value here is human dignity , the 
r ecognition of the dignity of every 
human person to live as an autono­
mou s agent. I do not want 'self­
interest' to be conceived in very 
narrow terms. Anything in which he 
finds fulfilm ent would be a part of 
his self-interest. I t is from this basic 
moral perception of others and oneself 
as an autonomous moral agent, that 
specific rights follow . While, for other 
human values we have to turn to 
other aspects of human nature. Like 
for instance artistic creativity. Or even 
the purs uit of tru th . (MPR) 

At the time of the adoption of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights , a seminar discussed the 
question of values. The report of that 
seminar w~ts pu~l.i.c;hcd and edited by 
Jacques Maritain. (AS) 

Jacques Maritain argued that 
the basic value underlying human 
righ ts is the fact that they belong 
to each human being by virtue of the 
fact that h e is a human being. (V[{S) 

Human Rights are those rights 
which inhere in a man by virtue of 
his being a human being. Those Rights 
cannot be taken away nor be bar­
tered away by the individual himself. 
That is the definition in law which 
has bee n accepted by commen tators 

A Question of Values 

on this s ubject. (RAJ) 

But the law recognises the right 
to barter away one's own fre edom to 
become a slave. One can se ll oneself. 
That is also in the Hindu tradition. 
Many times people were enslaved. 
When the notion of Human Rights 
came up, the whole institution of 
s lavery was automatically con­
demned. (MPR) 

A Declaration of Faith not ofFact 
The Declaration of Human 

Values is a declaration of fai th and 
not a statement of fact or of reality 
anywhere in the world particularly 
in India. The late Mr. Philip Spratt, 
a perceptive thinker, in his book 
'llindu Culture & Personality' de­
scribed Indians as a narcissistic 
people. This means what matters to 
us Indians is the person and what 
he believes in , not the values not the 
laws. 

We find that we are a govern­
ment of men , not of laws. Laws in 
India mostly turn out to be the will 
of the ruler. In such a context how 
will the common people really take 
to any kind of values or have faith 
in them. This , in my view, is the 
main problem why human values 
don' t go beyond a certain point in 
India. 

God's Mercy 
Th e other day I was travelling 
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A Question of Values 

from Punc and there was an engi­
neer. ittin g next to me. I asked him 
what time the train would reach 
Dadar.I lc replied 'That depen ds on 
god's mercy'. He was an enginee r 
and not. an illit erate What. h e was 
trying to say was that whatever you 
may be or believe in, t.h c fact remains 
that it is in the hands of some 
unkn own agent, call it god or 
whatcvc r.Such a temper docs not 
contribute to rationality. In such a 
situation to expect ordinary people 
to think of human values , to think 
rationally is almost an impossibility. 

· The question arises: How do we 
create conditions for rational think­
ing. ln the \Vest one knows how the 
other will behave under a particular 
law or rule. He knows what to expect. 
But in the Indian context where 
everything is so uncertain to t.alk of 
human values is merely a 
declaration of faith not a 
statement of fact. (AD) 

Our Conception of Man 
Our conception of val­

ues depends on our concep­
tion of man . And our 
conception of man I would 
presume is based on mod­
ern sc ientific know-ledge. 
The very firs t article of t.hc 
Universa l Declaration of 
Human Rights says: "All 
human beings arc born free 
and equal in dignity and 
rights. Th ey arc endowed with rca ­
son and conscience and shuu ld acL 

!\fa n 's specific tool for adapta­
tion and survi{1al is, in IIIJ 11iew, the 
!'{10 lution of llctlues . '/'hat which 1.vorl1s 
in helpiug ILS sltrville ln•co 111 es a "value". 
Values gruel ually are inlt'gratecl iltto 
co mplex n.claplations we call 11rtlue sys­
/.e/IIS . l'alu e syslt'ms de11clvp III OIIH'IL· 
tam of their own and thl'n enhance 
or impair our n.l1ilii.Y to ulapt to new 
conditions. 
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towards one another in a spirit of 
broth erhood." Do we accept this 
propos ition? This is the conception 
of man based on present sc ientific 
knowledge -that man is part of nature 
and subject to its laws. Now this is 
questioned by those who believe that 
man is supposed to be the creation 
of god. l-Ie has no fundamental rights. 
Evcryth ing is in the hands of god. 
There is no acceptance of the fact 
that mnn is a free agent endowed 
with renson and conscience. (,\S) 

other rights including tolerance 
(though tolerance for atheists was 
not one of them). 

Then came the American Con­
stitution in 177G with its Chapter on 
Fundamental Rights. 

The next stage in the evolution 
ofhumanrightswasin 1789theyear 
of the French Constitution which is 
based on the Declaration of Human 
Rights - the rights of the citizens. 

There is thus a long history 
behind the acceptance of the Univer­
sal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Over a period of time these rights 
expanded - as they say freedom 
expands from precedent to precedent. 
During the time of the Second World 
War it was realised that all previous 
international documents , covenants, 

The Evolution of Human 
Rights Th e first document of rights 
fur citizens of this world was the well 
known Magna Carta in the year 1215. 
It was not a declaration of human 
rights. It. was a document on which 
King John put t.hc royal seal con­
ceding certain demands made by the 
barons ausc he in need of :..;;;...m ... ..iili:.,;;:g""' 

and treaties had ignored the 
rights of the citizens of 
the states. All those 
treaties were based upon 
the rights and duties of 
the nations inter se. 
ln tcrnational Law did not 
take into account the 
human rights of th e 
citizens of these states. 
That is why the United 
Nations Charter itself 
men tioncd that herein­
after steps should be 
taken for the formulation 
of covenants on rights. 
On lOth December 1948 Kin~ .}nhn affixes the rnyal sea l nn the Ma~:na Carta 

mon ey. Th e two substantial rights 
which he conceded through the Magna 
Carta were : There would be no 
taxation without the consent of the 
governed and t.hcrc would be jury 
trial fur all the king's subjects. 

In 1G88 carne the Bill ofRight.s. 
Draft.c<l basically by John Locke it. 
was a bluudle.·s revolution becau se 
no blood was shed wh en thi!:i bill was 
accepted by parliam ent. It was es­
sentially a middle class document 
where fu ndamcn t a I ri ghts such as 
the right to vote , right to equality 
etc. were not. included but there were 

Freedom First October-December / 9.'J7 

th e Declaration of l!uman Rights 
(drafted by a committee pres ided 
over by Mrs. El eanor Roosevelt) was 
adopted. As the Declaration iLsclfsays 
it is a Declaration of I Iuman Rights . 
It is neither a covenant nor a treaty. 
Th erefore it is not enforceable in the 
sense in which an international 
covenant cou ld be enforced. It is 
bas ically a norm , a beacon light on 
the bas is of which the conduct of 
nation s wouhl be judged. 

Th erea fter certain comm ittees 
were appointed and two important 
docum ents- The International Cov-



enanton Social and Economic Rights 
and The International Covenant on 
Political and Civil Rights were 
adopted. In 1977 India acceded to 
both these covenants. Incidentally 
the United States, whose politicians 
go on preaching to the world on the 
human rights record of other coun· 
tries, did not accede to either of these 
treaties till 1992. 

'We'll Make a Salman Rushdie of 
You' 

This brings us to the question 
of enforceability. Let me give you an 
example of a state that has signed 
these documents but finds it impos· 
sible to abide by these documents. 
In Sudan there was an outcry against 
the Sudanese treatment of its citi· 
zens whose human rights were being 
largely abused. Because of this, in­
ternational aid was suspended. The 
Sudanese government asked the UN 
to appoint an enquiry commission. 
A Hungarian jurist went into the 
question and listed scores of viola· 
tions of human rights particularly in 
respect of women and children. When 
he submitted his report to the United 
Nations the Suda nese government 
protested on the ground that all 
Sudanese laws were consistent with 
the Koran which , they said, was the 
supreme law. One fundamentalistSu· 
danese even threatened the Hungar­
ian jurist saying 'We'll make a Salman 
Rushdie of you'. Therefore enforce­
ability depends on the force of public 
opinion, international press ure and 
the need of the governments to comply 
with the rights so that they will be 
benefited by complying with it . 
Essentially, in international law, it 
is the self interest of the nations that 
really comes into reckoning. (RA.J) 

If you look at the long record 
of human history what strikes you 
is that this assertion of human rights 
is a £lash in the pan . In a recorded 
history of nearly G,OOO years it is 
on ly about 250 to 300 years ago that 
people began talking of individual 
rights. Earlier to it people always 

talked of th e community being the 
most important principle of organi­
sat ion . The community being a value 
in itself. A<> far as I can recollect, 
one assertion of individuality or of 
individual conscience in the ancient 
world was the great dialogue · the 
Apology of 
Socrates 
where h e 
talks of his 
having the 
right to ex­
press hi s 
point of 
view , his 
conscience , , 
irrespective Socrates 

of what the community believed in. 
lfwe were to accept this, by and large 
the entire thrust of human thinking 
was on community rights. Therefore 
the individual gets his rights as a 
member of the community not as an 
individual. It was the protestant ref· 
ormation that made the individual 
the source of all values. This is very 
new in human history. 

What is also very interesting is 
the fact tha t people who are excep· 
tionally well endowed intellectually 
have not subscribed t.o this assertion 
of human rights . Take for instance 
the Zionist movement in the nine· 
teenth century beginning from 
the 18GOs . The Zionist movement 
which comprises some of the finest 
intcllcc luals in the Western world 
talked of a homeland for the Jews 
as Jews. Not for Jews based on human 
rights or for people embodying certain 
rights accruing to them as persons 
but as members belonging to th e 
JewiHh commuity. And Weizmann 
who was a champion of this move· 
ment was one of the grea test sc ien­
tists of the nin ctee nt.h century. 

This was follow ed by a number 
of mov ements in the late ninetee nth 
century as well as in the present 
century for asserting the rights of 
the comrn unit.y as a community and 
not as individuals. So let us also accept 
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th e fact that individual human rights 
are on the retreat. They are in retreat 
in France, in Germany and also in 
England where considerable sections 
of the population talk of rights derived 
from belonging to a community and 
not as members of the human race 
in general. 

This can also be seen in our 
country. The movement for Khalistan 
or movements based on community 
rights. So the community becomes 
more important not the individual. 
Therefore it is quite likely that the 
individual may have to be sacrificed 
on the alter of the community. The 
question of an autonomous agent 
endowed with reason as an ultimate 
source of values is being denied today. 
And this is gaining more strength, 
getting more emotional, irrespective 
of what you or I may want. And 
we may have to face this as a basic 
thrust of modern history. (RS) 

Evaluating Human Values 
Insofar as the question: 'Do we 

regard values as basic concepts which 
evolved human rights.' I think it is 
partly yes and partly no. Because I 
think human values are intrinsic in 
themselves rather than human rights. 
To involve human values with hu­
man rights in all its manifestations, 
will lead to further chaos. Therefore 
we need to evaluate human values; 
how they become applicable under 
various circumstances in various parts 
of the world ra ther than this ill­
defined concept of human righs which 
is not being implemented perhaps 
anywhere in the world today. 

Regarding self-interest I think 
it is incumbent on every individual 
to have some self-interest to carry 
forward his own views as long as 
they do not conOict with the rights 
of oth ers. What one calls enlight· 
ened self-interest. 

The Universal Declaration of 
I Ium an Rights says: "All human be· 
ings arc born free and equal in dignity 
and rights. They are endowed with 
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A Question of Values 

reason and conscience and act 
towards one another in a sp irit of 
brotherhood." \\ e all vow by the 
precept that in our dealings with other 
human beings we do so with certain 
morality and humanism. But look 
at the world. Look at what is hap· 
pening in our country · the wide 
gap between precept and practice. 
And man's inhumanity to man is much 
more ev ident today than it has been 
over the centu ries of civilization.! 
therefore feel that one has to be very 
careful in using words and statements. 

The Meaning of Secularism 
We have ta lked of secularism. 

I have asked numerous people to 
define secularism and get answers 
which confuse me more than clarify. 
There is the story of the famous physi· 
cist Enrico Fermi who was sitting 

one day at 
the end of 
the bottom 
row of a 
lecture of 
highly 
p h i I o -
sophical 
nature be­
ing deliv­
ered by 

Enrino Fermi one of his 
students. At 

the end of it he was asked as t.o what 
he thought of the concept. He said 
"I was always confused about these 
concepts and now I am confounded." 
And this i!:i what is happ eni ng t.o me 
wh en we talk of secularism. If I may 
define what is seculari!:im , it is the 
individual's right for a corporate 
worship ofhis religion but as a cit.i:ten 
he has only those rights endowed by 
the laws of the land. That, to my 
mind is secularism. That. a man is 
free to practice his reli g ion within 
the corporate limit. of his religious 
belie(":; but when it. comes to him 
as a citi:ten , th e fact has t.o he acecpted 
that I as Parsi or h e as a llindu or 
a Muslim will be treated in the same 
category. (JJNC) 

10 

Uniform Culture? 
Art.ide II of the draft Dedara · 

tion says that it should be the aim 
of all human endeavour to evolve a 
universa l culture based on fr eedom , 
truth , reason and compassion. This 
was more or less the project of the 
Enlightenment viz., the universal 
human culture· that man is essen· 
tially a rational animal; there is some 
human essence which all men share 
and human culture then would be 
their common creation and inherit· 
ance. But there is another way of 
looking at th e human species as 
consisting of many historical , cultur· 
al communities ; their members 
accustomed to live in a distinctive 
manner. What happens then. Do we 
all have to live as Americans? I am 
a Hindu . What. happens to the whole 
Hindu legacy? Do I merge it in the 
universa l human legacy? But you will 
find that the Greco-Hom an cu ltu re 
has a certain unfair dominance. What 
happens to the Chinese legacy? lf we 
arc historically conditioned then we 
cannot imagine that we are the first 
generation of rational human beings 
trying t.o live as human beings shar­
ing a universal cul ture. No. The past 
will cling to us, mould us. 

Th e claim has been made that 
there is a certain concept of human 
nature which is validated by scien· 
ti.fic knowledge that all human beings 
arc born free and equal in dignity 
and rights ; that they are endowed 
with reason and conscicnec and ~houl<l 
act towards one another in a spirit 
of brothcrhood.(l'his is the first article 
of the Universal Dedaration of 
Human Rights). We arc told that this 
concept of human nature is a seien ­
tifically validated concept; that is, 
natural sciences tell us that this is 
what human beings arc. Then I 
suppose a II of us in some of the things 
we do and some people perhaps in 
all the things they clo , violate this 
fundamental law of nature. (/11/~R) 

Universal , Not Uniform 
Our endeavour is to create a 
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universal culture, not a uniform 
culture. Th e universal culture to 
which all streams of cu lture con trill· 
utc based on human va lu es. We are 
eoncerned with the question of val­
ues in practice. What is the situation 
in our own coun try, be it in day to 
day life, in politics, in other aspects 
of life. And what can we do to remedy 
the s ituation . (AS) 

Different Moral Universes 
On the 

other hand 
Sir Isaiah 
8 e r I i n 
pointed out 
that there 
are different 
moral uni­
verses. One 
he called the 
G r eco-Ro ­
man whose 
values are 

Sir lsai.ah Bt.·rlin courage , 
uravcry, attitude and things like that. 
As against that he says there is the 
moral universe of Christ which talks 
basically of compassion and charity. 
There is a continuous con flict ue­
twecn these two. To give you an ex­
ample: There is one moral universe 
in Intlia to whieh Sardar Patel , Nehru 
and Ambcdkar belong. To the other 
moral universe belong people like 
Gandhi and JP. Both these are sup­
posed to be important values and yet 
one finds they arc in continuous con­
Oid On top of these the so-called 
State that we have created has its 
own values which have nothing to 
do with either. In such a s ituation 
it is necessary first to be very clear 
what can be . a total or universal 
va lue-system. It. is in my view a com­
bination of the Greco- Roman, the post­
Christian and this state morality 
t.hat. we hav e. (AD) 

India's Traditional Values 
A le sso n l lea rnt from the 

}'ahshapra.shna in the rvtahabharata 
which I fe ll many political sci enti sts 
have not paid due attention to is 



what was desc ribed as the Hindu 
concept of duties. If a husband dis­
charges his duties correctly and fully 
he protects the rights of the wife. 
Similarly if a master discharges his 
rights he protects the duties of his 
ass istants or labourcrs.This concept 
has been elaborated in the introduc­
tion to a book publis hed by the 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan which is 
well worth reading. We arc educated 
in the western system and we feel 
civilizations started and ended with 
a few cultures. I agree that the 
distinctive nature of different cul­
tures need to be protected. Hence our 
tribes enjoy a lot of freedom to preserve 
their cultures. Because we not only 
feel every human being is worthwhile 
but distinctive cultures have some 
value in them. 

The crisis enveloping Indian 
polity is due not to the failure of the 
common man or the misbehaviour of 
illiterate people but to the failure of 
people who wield power, the elite 
class, which instead of asserting its 
rights prefer to be courtiers. 

I found Gandhi a very lucid and 
perceptive thinker. All of us know 
the values he has suggested -truth , 
ahimsa and trus­
teeship. These 
values which 
Gandhi sug-
gested were part 
of the Hindu tra­
dition . I came 
across a Sanskrit 
verse which de-
scribes ten as-

1 
pccts of Dharma ~1 ..__,_ ' 

the bases for values which must 
inform behaviour of people who wield 
some power or the other. (KMS) 

The slolw IS from the 
1\fanusmriti. Actually this occurs in 
a chapter in which the Dharma of 
a Brahmin are laid down. But 
llfanusm riti also talks of Chatur­
varnya. So we can' t follow 1\fanusmrili 
obviously. There are clements in the 
Hindu tradition which are really forms 
of univen;al values. And there arc 
also clements which are contrary to 
such values. What then is this 
universality? An amalgam of all 
cultures? (1\fPR) 

I referred to a 'Universal culture 
and not a 'Uniform culture'. I have 
selected four basic values: Freedom, 
truth, reason and compassion. And 
I link them together. I consider 
freedom as an intrinsic value; with­
out freedom no organism can exist. 
Freedom is life itself. And we want 
freedom to seck the truth. And, as 
someone said, truth is the content 
of reality. And we seck the truth with 
the instrumentality of reason , but 
tempered by compassion. (AS) 

Fundamental Rights 
If we look into the development 

which everyone l'andit Nthru mul Mahatma Gmulhi 

of rights in our 
country after in­
dependence there 
arc serious con­
cerns as to how or 
why thin gs hav e 
changed or arc 
changing. For ex­
ample how even 
the so called elite 
(intellectuals, 
journalists and 

must adopt and which I find being 
followed even today by elders in our 
villages. The ten aspects arc: An 
unwavering mind, tolerance, self­
control, not desiring others' wealth , 
cleanliness of the mind and body, 
control of the senses, knowledge about 
the shastras, r ea l spiritual knowl­
edge, truthfulness, not getting an­
gry. These in my view can constitute 

the like) have reacted to the con­
tinuous amendments to the chapter 
on fundamental rights. A free society 
we presume would be one which would 
go on enlarging freedoms . \Vhcreas 
what we have been witnossing for 
t.hc last. l'i!'t.:.· years is a continuing 
narrowing down ol'our freedoms. One 
of the earliest fundamental rights to 
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be amended was the right to freedom 
of speech and expression itself which 
was further narrowed down to lay 
down more restrictions on what could 
be written and spoken . One funda­
mental right which was eliminated 
in its entirety was the fundamental 
right to property on the spurious 
ground that this right was anti­
socialist. Or take the imposition of 
the 'emergency'. It was welcomed by 
many industrialists because it en­
sured discipline in the industrial 
field. 

So the question which I ask is: 
Do we really have the kind of concern 
for rights a commitment to protect­
ing and safeguarding them. 

Take the latest phenomenon -
economic libcralisation. Why is the 
libcralisation of the economy not 
linked to the enlargement of human 
liberties. Is it because one can ad­
mire China's economic growth 
without being critical of the Chinese 
violation of human rights. When we 
talk about liberalisation in our coun­
try why aren't we also talking about 
libcralisation in the social, political 
and cultural areas. 

Getting the Message Across 
My last concern is: How do you 

get this message of human values 
across, for instance at the level of 
schools and colleges. Or is it that in 
a poor country human values make 
no sense, and as Gandhi said, for a 
poor person freedom can only be in 
the form of a loaf of bread. (VKS) 

Docs our system of formal edu­
cation give any scope given for ab­
sorption by students of any moral or 
ethical values. None whatsoever. It 
is oriented entirely towards a propo­
s ition which is different from social 
needs. Therefore it wiU have to be 
inculcated through informal educa­
tion or non-formal education. (BNC) 

We talk of th·e need for moral 
education as though it is an impcra· 
tivc today. It has always been an 
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imp era tive. In t.he " 1920s Michael 
Sadler a uthored two reports on th e 
need for moral instruction in schools. 
The fi..rst volume related to England, 
Scotland and Wa les and the second 
to the Colonies. So peopl e have been 
concern ed about the need for cdu· 
eating children in the right moral 
values in schools for nearly s ixty or 
seventy years. It is nota new problem. 
It is a problem hitting us on th e face 
very strongly today,so we feel the 
need for it. 

Not a New Problem 
It may be worthwhile lookin g 

in to how they went abou t inculcating 
moral values in the children even 
while keeping in mind the fact that 
the family has ceased to be the centre 
for moral values which it was until 
recently. Children are exposed to 
many more things than the stories 
their grandmothers used to tell them. 
Grandmothers have disappeared from 
most homes and the mothers don't 
hav e time for inculcati ng values 
through oral tales. The TV has become 
the great baby-sitter. So the family 
has ceased to be the educator for 
moral values both by example and 
by precept. The emphasis has moved 
to schools. At the beginning of the 
twentieth century a number of at· 
tempts were made to write books 
inculcating moral values for use in 
schools. One such person was a man 
by nam e F. J. Gold, a rationalist. lie 
publish ed books for children to this 
end. Th ese were al:o printcd in India 
an d used in schools eve n before many 
of us went to school. We could usc 
some of these or re-write some of 
these to be used by children not as 
texts bu t in addition to whatever they 
read. 

Examples arc not wantin g in our 
his tory and culture of people who 
have held fast lo great moral trut hs 
from Rammohun l{oy to Vidyasagar 
and several ot.hers. \V c could have ex­
tracts from t.heir lives , th eir precepts, 
th e ir example s. Th ese cou ld be 
publi sh ed in sma ll bookl e ts and 
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reading about other 

di s trib· 
ut ed m 
schools so 
that chil­
dren cou ld 
pick up 
moral val­
ues in ci­
d c n tally 
w hi I e 

things. 

We could cons ider in traducing 
in the journals we publish a small 
column called Space for Values or 
Valued Space where stories relating 
to valu es arc published. Values could 
be rei terated with examples. (RS) 

Need for a Social Revolution 
In a society which is completely 

hierarchical , mentally and socially ,is 
it poss ible to cross that border of 
caste. We have not crossed it. We 
can talk of high values but in practice 
hi erarchi es and va.rnas are the 
obstacles. That is why values arc 
different for different va.rnas in our 
society. 

All religions contain some basic 
good human values. To my !mind, 
I believe when someone started a 
religion it. mus t have been a neces­
s ity at t.hat time. There must have 
been a need for some kind of social 
revolution at that time. We need a 
social revolution because we need to 
change some of the prevailing values 
because the existing values arc not 
con gen i a I to p rogre:s. If we wish to 
have rea lly good hum an beings in 
this country then we have to change 
their values an d their attitudes. And 
these chnngcs have t.o take place 
irrespectiv e of caste, creed or any 
such cons ideration s. 

To my mind free dom is /h e 
human va lu e whieh will lead t.o all 
ot her valu es. Because if I am free 
to think and ad. and behave only 
t.hcn will I he able to practice other 
valu es. Eat:h one of us hns t.o accept 
va lu rs, prac tice t hr m Otl rsc lvcs before 
we tcaeh or preach t.o ot.hcrs. Unless 
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we do so no Declarations however 
lofty th ey may be will h elp us. May 
be we had some values in the past. 
We ta lk about them. But we had 
t.hcm and we don 't have them now. 
(JP) 

The caste system has been under 
constant criticism during the last one 
hundred and fifty years. In 
Maharashtra it has been consistently 
under attack by intellectuals. But 
caste is as strong as it was fifty years 
ago if not stronger. This shows that 
good intentions by themselves are 
not enough . We must be able to go 
and talk to people in a language they 
undcrtstand; look at things from their 
poin t of view; and this most educated 
Indians are incapable of doing .And 
that I think is an important part of 
our problem. What is their attitude 
to caste now. They say pious things 
about human equality and brother­
hood from public platforms but if you 
go to any village you ' ll find that 
community life is based on the in· 
s titution of cas te. This has not 
chnngcd. The egalitarian democracy 
that was established in 1947 has not 
made any dent. So how do we go 
about it? This question has not been 
squarely faced. (MPR) 

Why are Morals Declining? 
1 would like to pose one ques­

tion . We seem to agree that today 
our values, our ideals, our morals , 
our ethics arc going down . I think 
it would be worthwhil e for us to 
consider why that is hap pening. And 
this would form the bas is to establish 
wh ere the valu es need to be raised. 
We need to analyse why standards 
of mora lity and ethics are fa lling . 
(BNC) 

Why has th ere been a decline 
in mora l valu es? He re arc some 
reasons: 

lf we look a t history , the lead­
ership ha s always eomc from t.hc 
educated elite , who a lso had th e 
cconomi t: mean s uf their own . This 
class, alas, has le t the co untry down . 



Some of th em have become too cynical , 
oth ers too se lfi sh . So we hav e a 
s it uation where bright youn g men 
and wom en, after completing their 
Univers ity or liT education, either 
wan t to join mul tinationals or opt for 
greener pastures abroad (a Green­
card), instead of joining, say the lAS. 

Th e consum erist society has also 
h ad its share of the toll. In our child­
hood, we were brought up to look 
up to people as our role models, who 
were in the 'noble' profess ions such 
as teachers , journalists, artistes, law­
yers and so on . Money, for its own 
sake, was frowned upon . Today, one's 
success and achievements arc meas­
ured primarily in terms of money. 
(KS) 

This collapse of moral values is 
nota contemporary phenomenon that 
has been seen in the last few years. 
This is not so. When in the early part 
of this century Lloyd George was 
orating in parliament someone from 
the back benches squeaked 'Marconi'. 
And Lloyd George collapsed. Because 
Lloyd George was responsible for the 
scam involving Marconi shares. 'When 
we read Greek politics what we learn 
is that it is full of corruption . A man 
as great as Pericles used to buy 
support. So corruption has always 
been with us all through recorded 
and unrecorded history. (RS) 

It appears to us there is enor­
mous corruption enveloping us and 
that ou r predecesso rs were happier 
in this rcspect.O ne reason for think­
ing so is that it is present corruption. 
Past corruption doesn't affect us. It 
affected those who had to live with 
it. Also, I think opportunities for 
corruption, rather the app et ite for 
wealth , have increased. 

Perhaps ns some solace to In­
di<ms th e sente nce is alwnys added 
that elsewhere abo there is a decline. 
13ut I don 't think that the kind of 
decline that we experience in India 
has occurred , say, in Ul\ or other 
West European countries wi th a 

protestn nt tradition. And that I think 
is importa nt. lf we arc more corrupt 
now, that is Indians of our times, 
it is because opportunities for cor­
ruption have increased. 

Is Corruption Getting Worse? 
Has there been a decline in 

character so fa r as the public sphere 
is concerned. I don't think so. For 
example the PWD was always known 
to be corrupt. It came as a shock to 
me to be told. (1 had just passed my 
MA and had join ed as a lecturer in 
an Ahmedabad college) by the person 
who ran the canteen , himself a former 
excise contractor, that among th e 
bcncliciaries of the corruption that 
was then practiced was the Excise 
Commissioner who was an English­
man . I was taught to believe that 
Englishmen would not be corrupt at 
least. in India. So I really don' t know 
how bad things were then . So far as 
the lower offices were concerned they 
were corrupt. 

This was common knowledge 
acceptable to anyone. It was not as 
if families of these officers were 
ost racized. People didn 't say well we 
won' t give our daughter in marriage 
to this family beca use he is corrupt. 
Now of course the common query is 
how much irregular income do you 
have and how much regular income. 
Then they hinted at such things. Now 
they say it explicitly. I really believe 
that things are not getting worse. 
Perhaps we arc now more conce rn ed 
with th ese things and talk aboutthcm. 
(MPR) 

Situations Leading to Corruption 
When dealing with corruption 

it would be proper to look at the 
prevailing conditions which gener­
ate corruption . For cxn mplc the s ize 
of th e pi c is very import.ant. When 
we were children , getting admission 
to schoob was not a problem because 
there were many schools and many 
scats were available and one could 
get in eas ily . Today the s ize of th e 
pic has remain ed almost the sa me 
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but the people who wish to admit 
their children to schools has increased. 
This is one reason why it has led 
to corruption in the matter of admis­
s ion to schools. Just a decade back 
a visit by a telephone mechanic to 
a telephone subscriber's house was 
dreaded. We would have to bribe him 
with a a bakshish of Rs. lO or Rs.50 
because we had moved th e telephone 
ins trument from one corner of the 
room to another which was against 
the rules at that time. Today that 
problem is not there because these 
kinds of restrictions have been re­
moved. The same applies to ration 
cards. During my childhood h alf my 
waking hours \vent in ration queues. 
Now that things have become avail­
able that kind of corruption has gone. 
So prevailing economic and social con­
ditions are equally important when 
we talk of corruption. 

The other point is accountability 
in the system. The less accountabil­
ity there is the more it tends to be 
corrupt. Transparency of the system 
-a person's right to know, to have 
access to information will lead to a 
red uction in corruption. (YK) 

Catch Them Young 
On the question of promoting 

human values or moral values ,to my 
mind moral values and human values 
can be promoted only if we inculcate 
them in the young. It is said that 
up to the age of eight is the only 
time that we ca n in culcate in them 
values or ideas. Some people object 
say ing that this amounts to condi­
tioning children . But aren't children 
already being conditioned one way 
or the other in soc iety, through their 
fri ends, in schools. How do we do it? 
Not merely by preachin g to children 
'you must tell the truth' or 'you must 
lJe honest' and so on . We all know 
of the joke about the fath er telling 
his son very firmly that he must 
always speak the truth ; there is a 
knock on the door and sta nding there 
is a bill collcctor.The same father 
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tells the son 'go and tell him I am 
not at home'. (AS) 

Growing Sense of Insecurity 
There is a total feeling of insc· 

curity of life today. Be it in poli t ics, 
one's job, in our day to day life , wh en 
travelling there is this feeling of 
insecurity. This kind of a situation 
leaves little time for the cons idcr a· 
tion of values. Which means you arc 
so puzzled that you don' t even have 
the time for the consideration of 
values. Anoth er reason for the sense 
of insecurity is the pace of cha nge. 
Things that didn't change for a 
thousand years are now changing in 
a matter of two or three years For 
instance fiflccn years ago it would 
have been difficult to see even ten 
people at the Siddhivinayak temple. 
Today serpentine queues arc a com· 
mon s ight on Tuesdays and most of 
them are young people. When I tried 
to find out what had changed I 
di. ·cuvcrcd this fee ling of insecurity 
and uncertainty about the fu ture. 
(AD) 

Science and Technology 
Today's science and technology 

arc so explos ive in nature that it has 
left the common man and his think· 
ing far behind. There is always a 
time-lag between an invention's 
acceptability and its application . The 
present explosion in science and 
technology docs not provide fur this 
time-la g. Consequently it has pro­
duced confus ion a nd un ce rt ai nt y 
simp ly because we do not know what 
is happen in g. It has also led to a 
decline in ethics a nd morality. Take 
medical sc ience for exam ple. We arc 
usin g technology without analysing 
the consequences of the usc of s uch 
technology . As a result medica l ethics 
arc changing. We do nut cons ider it 
unn ecessary today to do something 
about which we would have thought 
twice ten years ago. Hence science 
and technology arc contributing to 
luwerin~ our moral and et h icn I stand· 
anls. I think it was Thomas Alva 
Edi son who sa id : "W hat man 's mind 
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\~.' ' concicvcs , 
·~·~ m a n ' s 
~- character 
~ should be 

~-~able to 
. ' 'i.t control. " 

That is the 
point at 
is s u e. 
(BNC) 

Thnm:L~ Eclisnn 0 n 

the other hand it is not possible to 
stop the pace of change. Like most 
things sc ience and tech nology arc 
double-edged wea pons. There are 
people who say that it is really a s in 
to know how to write and read because 
that can create all kinds of problems 
for ourselves which is not in our 
hands to stop .The qu estion is how 
do we cope with it. (AD) 

Our society has indeed, not been 
able to keep pace with the progress 
in science and technology. For ex· 
ample, we have this stran ge phe· 
nomcnon of thousands of households 
in Mumbai having television sets, 
each wit.h over 50 channels beaming 
from all parts of the globe , yet they 
don't have proper toilets or runnin g 
water in t.h cir homes. 

TV is pote ntially the most pow· 
crful tool of social change, particu· 
larly in a vast and varied country 
like ours. But, alas, it has been 
hijacked by commercial forces, and 
consequently, it is doin g more harm 
than goocl. Take fur cxnmp lc, a youn g 
farm er in his village, who until the 
oth er day , would get up in the 
morning, go to his courtya rd , pluck 
a neem twig (absulut.cly fr ee and with 
enormous medicinal properties) to 
clean his teeth . He has now been 
brainwash ed by TV to usc 'X' brand 
of toothpaste , because he has been 
made lo beli eve I hat t.hat is the sures t 
way tow in the bcautiJul you ngwoman 
of his ul timate fantasy . (KS) 

We have aecept e<l sc ience and 
technology but we have not accepted 
the thought bch ind them. That 
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explain s the gap between the two. 
When we accept a ce r tain tech nologi­
cal concept we accept it mechani­
ca lly. We accept th e technical part 
without accepting the thought that 
has gone behind it. And this gap 
between the two is widening. (JP) 

Scientific Temper Promoting 
It is true that the explosion in 

sc ience and technology has led to 
these problems. If the scientific temper 
rat her than scicntiJic techniques were 
encoura ged we would not be in a . 
s ituation wh ere people take rigid 
sta nds that theirs' is the final word. 
Coupled with sc ience is reason and 
rationality. Probably that would have 
led to far less s trident positions than 
what is being observed in the social 
sphere today. Another thing that 
creates difficulti es is we have many 
a t ime considered individuals more 
important than the idea . It is only in 
science that the individual docs not 
become important. If Newton is proved 
wrong in· 
so far as 
the theory 
of s ub­
atomic 
particle is 
concern ed 
we reject 
Newton 
and accept 
t.h c new 
principle . Sir lssacNcwtnn 

This is something that can not be done 
eas ily in any oth er sphe re of hum an 
activity. (YK) 

Cultivating the Atman 
We have spoken abou t incquali· 

ti cs , about corruption , the decline of 
morals. I would like to reiterate that 
t.h c~:;c arc age old. Wh ether it belon gs 
t.o us and not to the West remains 
a question. Andre 8ctcille described 
it as n part of human nature .We 
gel rid of one set of inequalities and 
rep lace them with others. So th e 
human condition remains a challenge. 

As th e human con clition remains 



a cha ll enge what is th e approach we 
tak e. I would like to underlin e the 
importance of educat ion . Education 
for values - ethical, r elig ious edu­
cation. Whatever r elig ion I follow -
if[ am a bette r Hindu , iff am a better 
Christia n , a better :rvlus lim I will be 
a bette r human p erson. I a m not 
speaking now about institu t.ionalised 
relig ion . I am speakin g of religion 
in its deepest sense. We h ave em ­
ph as ised a great deal the rational 
approach. We say we n eed freedom 
to search for the truth; that trut.h 
shall set you free. And while we have 
emphasised rationality and its seat 
in the mind of man , feelings and 
their seat in the emotions of man , 
there is a nother dimen s ion to man , 
the spirit. This is wher e education 
for a·wareness is important. 

The education for awareness goes 
beyond rationality and thinking. It 
belongs to that area which we some­
times call intuition . Its seat perhaps, 
in Indian te rms could be the atma.n. 
And as we grow in that awareness 
probably we will look and if look on 
God as our father we will look on 
the other as our broth e r . And if th ere 
is a fligh t from individual righ ts to 
sma ll com muni ty rights an d their 
expression in a cultural fo rm tha t 
is according to the genius of each 
community. 

Maharasbtra GR 
Recently the Maharashtra gov­

ernment included a values education 
period and made it comp ul sory in a ll 
schools . This pe riod is s upposed to 
be first thing in the mornin g. Either 
the whole school will come together 
for an assembly at which t.hcy would 
read from the sc riptures or what­
eve r. This may seem a small thin g 
but it is qu it.e a large thing if a whole 
set of children of a certain age arc 
being exposed to something that is 
par t of sa /yam, shiuam, sun.durCI/11 . 
(LR) 

When I was a student in a m is ­
s ion;try sch ool, ;ts a non-cat holic I 

h ad to at.Lend a moral sc ience class. 
The moral science text book we had 
consisted of a se ri es of qu estions and 
answers which began by asking 'Who 
made !\·Inn? and answering 'God made 
Man' and so on for the next 80 to 
100 pages. We had to lea rn it by rote. 
Moral Scien ce was one of the s ubjects 
in which we had to appear for ex­
a mination. Th e passing mark in Moral 
Science was 80%. lf we didn't get 80 
ma rk s we fail ed. And if we fa iled 
in Moral Science things could get 
rath er difficul t in school. And this 
Moral Scienec class was the first 
session in the morning and was for 
45 minutes and not 30 minutes. We 
considered it a big bore as we had 
to memorise and reproduce th e an­
swers in an examination . I a m not 
trying to bcliltlc what my school was 
trying to do. But my point is tha t 
the mom ent you make this kind of 
value education compulsory and add 
on rewards to it then the whole pur­
pose gets defeated. It becomes one 
more subject which one studies and 
then forgets. Most of us studied 
Sanskrit as a second language I 
wonde r how many of us understand 
spoken Sa ns krit let alone speak or 
rcacl in that lan guage. (SVR) 

The Mahara~htra GR on va lu es 
edu ca tion is more or less like the 
one introduced by the BJP govern­
ment in Madhya Pradesh . Those arc 
not universal values at all. (RAJ) 

Th e Government Resolution (GR) 
iss ued by. th e department of ed uca­
tion of t h e gove rnm ent of Mah a ­
rash t.ra is a burea ucrat ic and play-safe 
kind of a docum ent. Introduction of 
moral educa tion or wha t th ey ca ll 
edu cat ion in values. In this GI~ 
r eference is made to having it as a 
compub;ory subj cet for each class f01· 
ao minut es from s tandards I to 9 or 
10. This GR mentions by way of il­
lustration t.hat. !,hey cou ld have reci­
tations fro m Tukaram, Dynan-cswari 
etc. That. 'e tc.' mea nt that you could 
probably hav e rec itations from other 
scr ip t.u res and other books. 
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Th e second part of the GR says 
thi s is not mandato ry on minority­
run institutions. There are two 
implications to this. One: Maybe 
because the Constitution says that 
minority institution s have certain 
rights which cannot be in terfered with 
by the government; and secondly, that 
values education is la rgely based on 
the Hindu religion like the one at­
tempted by the BJP in MP and 
therefore to avoid any conflict they 
exempt minori ty institutions from the 
GR. 

The Muslim Satya shodak 
Mandai which is a progressive Muslim 
organisation in Maharashtra is plan­
ning to send a delegation to the Chief 
Minister ofMaharashtra saying that 
though the government has said it 
is not mandato ry on minority run 
instituti ons th e GR, is in effect, 
discriminating between institutions; 
the GR is, in affect creating more 
divis ions between the majority and 
the minorities. One of the values men­
tioned is national integration. This 
kind of values education is going to 
further isolate minorities from the 
majority. One of the things we have 
been trying to doth rough the Muslim 
Satya-shoda k Mandai is to persu ade 
:Muslims in Maharashtra to get their 
childre n to join Marathi m edium 
schools as joining Urdu medium 
schools in Maharashtra is pointless. 
If Marathi medium schools are going 
to have this kind of value education 
the 111 au lui can th en say to his Mus! im 
!lock 'why arc you going to that Hindu 
school'. The GR has in effect made 
a Ma ra thi school a Hindu school. 
So arc we s ure t.hat. wha t the gov­
e rnm ent of Maharashta is pla nning 
to do is go in g to be a bless ing in terms 
of impartin g values education ? ('v7<S). 

I am not say in g tha t t.hc gov­
ernmentof Maharash t.ra has provided 
a ~ol ution . We can look upon this as 
an opportunity or as an obstacle. We 
can in te rpret that 'etc. ' as some thing 
to expand our spcdrum . r\nd they 
say it is not mandatory. We ca n look 
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A Question of Values 

on the fact that it is not mandatory 
as an attempt to avoid conl1ict or 
giving us the freedom to go ahead 
and take what is good and beautiful 
in all religions and use this as an 
instrument for transformation. We 
talked of a social revolution . You can­
not bring about change unless you 
utilise whatever opportunities arc 
available for change besides taking 
the initiative to create change. (LR) 

Moral values are older than 
religion. They are a product of in­
terpersonal relations Human beings 
had to cooperate in order to survive. 
Other values like honesty, concern 
for others are intrinsic values and 
stand by themselves. When you in­
troduce the question of rewards and 
punishment you are actually dis­
torting the values. You tell a child 
that you must speak the truth oth­
erwise god will punish you. You must 
tell the truth because truth is a 
value. All values are secular 
values. In religion you can do wrong 
and the priest can forgive you. A 
wrong is a wrong, values do not not 
need any supernatural help or re­
ward or punishment. Ar:; one phi­
losopher said : 'I am good because 
it pleases me' (AS) 

Princess Diana and Mother 
Teresa 

Recently I was in the UK and 
I have never seen the kind of emo­
tion that was exhibited by the deaths 

All traditional ideological/ reli­
gions systems are, at present, in acnte 
conflict, if not in collapse. We need 
a system of agreed values that rises 
above all these wrangles and cat~ be' 
agreed as a moral blueprint for man­
hind ... An International Declaration 
of Human \lalnes should be prepared 
by the United Nations as a necessary 
partner to the Universal DeclaratiotL 
of IIttman Rights. 

JG 

Dr. James H e mming, nt the 
Colcltm .Juhiloo ConrorOill'O or tho 

Progressive Longue, London . Reported 
in '/'he Freethi11ker, London, Mny IU80. 

of Princess Diana and Mother Teresa. 
It is not easy to understand crorcs 
of young people being moved so deeply 
by the death of these two persons. 
I could sec one common point be­
tween Princess Diana and Mother 
Teresa viz. compassion , charity, hu­
manity etc. But what exactly were 
the other values which these two per­
sonalities exhibited to hav e moved 
the younger generation as few have 
clone. (AD) 

Mother Teresa and l'rim·css Diana 

Wou lei there have been the huge 
crowds t.hat. were present at the burial 
of both Princess Diana and Mother 
Teresa had there been no TV or the 
explosion in . the media. People lik e 
Albert Schweitzer gave up everything 
they had and served the blacks in 
Africa for 25 years and more. Thou­
sands of Christian miss ionaries died 
in several parts of the globe in the 
same compassionate spirit. Let's also 
not forget t.hat Diana's acts of charity 
were well puLiicisP.d Ly the med ia. 
She cultivated the media very well 
indeed. A man like Cadge tvlaharaj 
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also did a 
great deal. 
But. he 
had littl e 
or no cov­
erage. To­
d a 
thanks to 
the media 
emotio ns 
are cre­
ated. (RS) Gadgc Mahan1j 

Perhaps the thousands of peo­
ple who placed bouquets outside 
Buckingham Palace did so not 
because it was being televised. They 
were genuinely touched. Everyone 
is now used to a public figure doing 
something for something. Nobody 
docs something for nothing. But here 
was lVloLherTcrcsa. She was a Chris­
tian and her public service was 
motivated by her calling which was 
to save souls. But she exemplified 
the spirit of selfless public service 
without asking for anything in 
return. When people from outside 
India offered her money she didn't 
take it but asked them to spend it 
on similar causes in their countries. 
She was viewed as a seUless public 
workc1 in an age when everyone 
wan led a quid pro quo. 

Insofar as Diana is concerned 
she had a very charming and al­
luring personality; secondly she ex· 
emplificd the daughter-in-law being 

poorly treated by the mother-in-law. 
And millions of youngsters identified 
with her. Princess Diana spoke alan­
guage which they understood and 
identified with. Finally she did not 
preach . She demonstrated by her own 
act. ions how much she cared for people 
be they children affected by AJDS 
or crippled by land mines. We are 
familiar with leading public figures 
address ing large crowds from behind 
bu !let-proof glasses. Neither Princess 
Diana nor Mother Teresa needed 
IJullot. prool'glass nor black cats. These 
perhaps explain the tremendous 
outpouring of sy mpathy . (SVR) 



Ethics as Business Strategy 

A moment's reflection should milke 
it clear th a t without an ethicill fou nd ntion 
no business car) sua:eed in th e long run . 
Yet, the populnr no ti on is quite contril ry. 
While lecturing to post-grilduilte s tuden ts 
of business mnnagement at one of Delhi's 
prestigious institutions recen tly, 1 hnppened 
to emphasise the importance of ethics in 
mnrketing. 

At th e end, d uring th e questi o n­
answer session, il student got up to sily, 
quite bluntly, "Sir, milrketing, and eth ics 
just cnn' t go together." What surprised me 
more was th il t this s ta temen t received loud 
approval from the o ther s tuden ts in the 
th e class. 

While choosing a brand or product, 
don't cus tomers ask if it is reliable e~nd 
of good value? And a fter buying, if the 
customer finds his expecta tions belied, is 
he very likely to buy that product or trus t 
that brand again? 

What is a 'brand' if not a promise 
and a convenan t between th e seller ;~nd 
th e buyer regarding the brand's value? 

In today's crowded market- p lace, 
where the customers are free to choose 
from a multiplicity of brands, can any 
business hope to survive for long without 
building long te rm relation sh ip with 
customers? Can such relil ti onship be built 
except on the basis of integrity and trus t? 

Can a company attract and re tain 
talented people unless it is a good place 
to work? Can good human relationsh ip 
prevail devoid of good e thica l behavior? 

Ciln a hi g h d eg ree of motiviltion, 
morale, teamwork, crea tivity, productiv­
ity and innovation exis t in a n orgilnisation 
w ithout a high level of commitmen t to 
ethics and values by all concerned? 

Don't vendors and suppliers want to 
know if a company is good to d o business 
with? Is not the same question uppermost 
in Ule minds of dealers, distributors and 
agents who stock and sell the compilny's 
products? Wouldn't they w<lnt to kn ow 
if the company would honour its commi t­
ments and be fai r in its dealings? 

What abou t poten tial inves tors and 
shareholders? They too will Wiln l to know 
if the company is man<lged by people who 

are upri gh t and competent before th ey 
choose to invest in it. 

Would a b<lnk lend money to a 
company if the company's management 
is known to be dishonest? In other words, 
can any ins tituti on build a relationship 
w ith any of its s takeholders wi th ou t ethi­
ca l beh<lviour? 

One Indian company th at has made 
commi tm e nt to values th e core of its 
business s tra tegy and has achieved suc­
cess, grow th and profi tabili ty is Alacrity 
f-oundati ons Pvt. Ltd ., fou nded and led 
by Amol Karnad, a visionary business­
ma n in T;nnil Nadu. 

Engaged in the real esta te busin ess 
of building homes for people, Alacrity has 
earned th e goodwill of its clients and public 
by ma in!Clin ing outstanding s tandil rds oi 
quality and service. 

It enjoys a high repu ta tion for its fair 
practics, incorruptibility and servi ce to the 
loca l communi ty. 

The corpora te mission of the com­
pany hils a clearly s ta ted social mission : 
"To try and prove that organised business 
when d eeply commi tted to values is th e 
best equipped to lead society to a better 
quality of life." 

Alacri ty's corpora te philosophy con-
sists o f so me s trongly held beliefs: 

The quCility of life oi iln individual is 
truly enh ilnced only w hen th e quillity 
of life of th e society in which the 
individual lives is improved. 

l'rofessionCl l fulfilment fo r <lilY ins ti­
tu tion is attain<lble only when it ac­
cep ts public accou nt abi lity for it s 
contribution to sociil l/n <l tionCll cCluses. 

A business miss ion ca n be wor th while 
and endurin g on ly ii it is in line with 
nati on<l l goa ls and priorities. 

ln the conduct of business, in tegri ty 
- 'not knowingly to do h<lrm' - is the 
only mor<l ltouchstone, Clnd excellence 
th e on ly perfllrmc~nce touchs tone. 

Business development can be inte­
gr<lted with sociil l/n<lti onil l devel op­
ment only if th t>re is un compromising 
respect for l<lws Clnd regula tions and 
f<lithful compliiln ce therewith. 
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Within a decade of s tarting its op­
erat ion, Alacrity emerged as the single 
l<lrgest builder of residential Oats in Madras, 
all without 'black' money or paying a single 
penny bribe. 

Another remarkable case of a com­
pany th a t made e thi cs th e core of its 
business stra tegy a nd achieved phenom­
ena l success is Body Shop, founded by 
Anita Roddick. 

St<lr ted abou t 25 years ago as a one­
woman shop in a sma ll town in England 
to make and market 'ethi cal' cosmeti c 
products, it h as grown into a global 
network of companies operating in over 
80 countries in the world. 

Its business code declares: 

The Body Shop's goals and values are 
as important as our products and our 
profits. Our polici es and our products 
Cl re geared to m eet the needs of real 
people both inside and outside the 
company. 

Honesty, integrity and caring form the 
foundations of the company and 
should flow through everything we 
do. 

We care abou t each oth er as individu­
als. We will con tinue to endeavour to 
brin g meaning and pleasure to th e 
workplace. 

We care about our customers and will 
con tinue to bring humanity into the 
marketplace. 

We care about humanising the busi­
ness community. We will continue to 
show tha t success and profits can go 
hand-in-hilml with idea ls and values.' 

Accordin g to Pe ter Drucker, an 
outstanding management th inker, "Man­
agement always lives, works and prac­
ti ces in and for an in s tituti on, which is 
a human com munity held together by the 
bond th <l t, next to the tie of th e family, 
is th e mos t powerrul humiln bond - th e 
work bond . Indeed, since m anagement 
de<tls with people and not with thin gs, 
management w ithou t values, commi tment 
and convictions ca n on ly do harm. 

COUI{TESY: The l'iunccr. 
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ONE NAME THAT ECHOES 
FAR BEYOND THE HILLS OF 

KODAGU, HASSAN AND CHIKMAGALLUR 

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE 
ftrclla ~ f'ar-jle4t 

Coffee 1~ott~e~~ al(d Ctif'e~~ 

That is right. Consolidated 
Coffee, the country's premier Coffee 
Plantation Company, has a sterling 
reputation brewed from over 50 
years of consolidated experience in 
India's Coffee World. 

The Company's plantations 
comprise over 13,000 acres of Coffee 
(interplanted with Pepper, 
Cardamom and Oranges) and Tea, 

all availing of the best cultivation 
methods. Consolidated Coffee are 
also the largest curers in the country, 
handling more than 15% of the 
country's Coffee production. 

In Consolidated Coffee, you 
have a Company that's been rapidly 
scaling the peaks of Indian Coffee 
care and cultivation, and whose 
name now echoes even beyond. 

ConsoCidate&: Coffee 

Tfte ecfw sprecufs, day 6y day. 

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED 
Pollibetta 571 215, Kodagu 



The Communal Problem 
Continuing Legacy of 'The Raj' 

· Sharad Joshi 

The Constituent Assembly of independent India continued with the folly 
of territorial constituencies. One of its distinguished members Minoo Masani 
had submitted a detailed proposal for the introduction of proportional rep­
resentation. It was brushed aside. 

We set out to be a Democratic 
Republic and we certainly carry all 
outward attributes of a working 
democracy. In the special session of 
the Lok Sabha and in discussions 
elsewhere, there has been general 
consensus on this. Whatever our 
failures on the economic and socio­
cultural fronts , we have succeeded 
unlike in most parts of the third world, 
in keeping democratic institutions 
alive. Elections continue to be held 
and the incidence of corruption and 
violence are probably no worse than 
in much older and richer democra­
cies. The attcm}5ts to throttle the 
democratic process during the emer­
gency were quickly overcome, thanks 
to the political acumen of the com­
mon citizen. Dynastic trends have 
been pushed into the background · 
at least temporarily . An effective 
opposition to the Congress has sprung 
up and democratic institutions have 
demonstrated sufficient vitality to 
take on even the experiment of 
coalition governments. 

This is about all the good that 
can be said on the politica l front. As 
against tliis , political corruption has 
become rampant, politics has been 
criminaliscd and crime has been 
politicised. There is a plethora of 
political parties built around this or 
that charismatic leader with no clear 
principles or positions. Worst of all , 
communalists and castists are ad­
vancing aggressively and economistic 
movements , both of the right and the 
left arc in retreat. 

Corrupt ion and criminnlisnt.ion 
have been the inevi tnb lc consequences 
of the intense concentration of power 

in the State. The massive resurgence 
of communalist and castcist forces 
is more dilTieult to explain. Even the 
leaders of the 13JP, Shiv Scna and 
the BSP do not maintain too vehe­
mently that their politics arc spir­
itual or religious movements. Castes 
and creeds are only so many ploys 
for seizing power. 

Separate Electorates 
When Independence came, what 

was called the 'communal problem' 
during the 'Raj' days was far from 
being resolved. Partititon had sup­
pressed only one part of it · that 
relating to the muslim population. 
The part relating to the backward 
classes seemed to have been side­
tracked after the Yeravada Pact · 
renunciation of separate electorates 
by Ambedkar and his piloting of the 
Constitu­
tion Bill 
providing 
for territo­
rial con­
stituencies 
for the 
sc h ed ul ed 
castes and 
scheduled 
tribes. In 
fact the is - Dr. II .H. Amhcdkar 

sue remained smouldering under­
neath and llnred up no sooner it 
became clear that socialist planning 
was unlikely to bring about any real 
improvem ent in the lot of the poor, 
most of whom arc SCs and STs. 

Divide and Rule 
1\'los t. of us tend to forg et that. 

the fre edom movement was far from 
being unifi ed and homogeneou s. 

Freedom Fir<;l Oc/.oln•r-Dccel/luer 1997 

There were various pos itions, inter­
ests, attitudes and programmes. 
Muslims were an integral part of the 
freedom movement, and were actu­
ally in the forefront in 1857. But the 
British policy of "Divide and rule" 
succeeded cmincnLiy in the case of 
this community and it advanced from 
reserved scats to roseparate elector­
ate and from there onwards to 'parity 
in power' and further to the forma­
tion of a sovereign state of Pakistan. 
We shall, therefore , exclude the 
muslim community from the discus­
sion that follows, particularly because 
immediately following upon the 
partition the leaders of the muslim 
community gave up any claim to 
reservation in elected seats or jobs 
and inspite of the fact that the question 
of reservation of seats for muslims 
appears to be raising its head once 
again. 

Apart from muslims there were 
at least three other groups/commu­
nities that had widely divergent 
npproaches and attitudes to India's 
freedom and the political s tructures 
aft.cr independence. 

The Upper-Castes 
I· irstly, we had the militant group 

which consisted mostly of the leaders 
from upper castes who felt particularly 
deprived with the establishment of 
the Raj and who hoped to wield the 
power in independent India provided 
the British could be made to leave 
soonest possible. The brave young 
men of t.hc bomb cult nnd militant 
leaders like Tilak, Pal and La !a Lajpat 
llai bel ong to this stream . They were 
dcvout.ly religious men at home but 
were temperamentally capable of 
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entering into unders tandin gs and 
pacts with leade rs of other comrnu ni· 
ti cs like Jinnah . This group was 
largely dis hea rtened after th e im­
pri sonment of Tilak for s ix years at 
Madalay . The faithful: of this group 
remain ed skcpt ical till the end about 
Gandhiji's principles and found them· 
se lv es pus hed into propinquity with 
forces of hindu nationalism. Most of 
the successors of this stream arc 
associated wi th the present-day BJP 
and parties that have an axis with 
it. 

The Western Educated 
Community 

Then we had th e largely 
metropolitan western educated 
community which was doing well in 
trade and industry thanks to the 
opening up of the country and the 
' law and order' introduced by the 
'Raj '. Some of its members occupied 
respectable pos itions in the adminis ­
tration and the judiciary. This set 
constituted the 'moderate s' who 
favoured increas ing empowerment of 
Indians under the British umbrel la . 
These were the people who founded 
the National Congress and h eld 
annual sess ion s during Christmas 
vacations to pass resolutions of 
supp lications and assurances of 
loyalty to the 'Raj'. Gandhiji made 
this lacklustre a ssembly a poten t 
in s trument of the freedom stru gg le 
by introducing a unique mix of 
moralism, metaphysics , socia l reform 
and above all intrepid courage. 

The Backward Communities 
There was still a th inl force of 

backward communities · schedu led 
cas tes , sch edul ed trib r.s ete ., Th e~ · 
we re not partieularly pre:s in g for 
the attainmcnt of independence. They 
felt protcetcd under the Haj and had 
greater hopes of opportunities for 
educationa l, social and eu ltural 
advancement under th e Raj than 
under a hegemony of upper castes 
in an independent. India . Mos t of the 
leaden; of this eommunity join ed th e 
Cong ress and Ga ndhi' s movc! me nt 
with th e except ion of the Ambcd· 
kariles . These !all er conl.inumllo see k 
~uarnn leeii of" pi"OI l!<:l.ion and adv;m<:e · 
mnntlhrough poli1 ical en1powermenl. 
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India is a nation with large 
div ers ity where people often conOict 
fierce ly amongs t them se lves. Th e 
British ers naturally saw the advan· 
tagc in playing one community again st 
anoth er but quit c a few of them shared 
the apprehensions that the backward 
communities will not receive a fair 
deal und er the upper castes. In 
genuine sympathy, th ey tried to 
provide spr.c iul reservations to such 
communities, morcorlcss on thcsame 
lines as mu s lirn s. 

Representation in Legislatures 
Und er the Government of India 

Act, 19:35, out of 150 genera l scats 
in the counc il of states, 128 were to 
be directly elected by territorial 
communal constituencies and 22 were 
set apart for smal ler minorities 
including women and depressed 
classes. In the provinces also the 
territorial constituencies elected their 
represe ntatives through separate 
communal electorates. A subs tantial 
portion of general sca ts was ass ign ed 
to the scheduled castes . Th e same 
pattern continued in the compos ition 
of the Constituent Assembly in 19-iG. 

The "First Past the Post" System 
The British electoral system is 

based on territorial constituencies and 
that was considered to be the only 
poss ibl e method of democratic 
e lections. No other method appears 
to have been proposed or considered. 
Th e system of territorial consti· 
tueneies is far from appropriate for 
a nation of India's divers ity anll 
fragm entation, under which , the only 
mann er in which the minorities can 
be protected is by giving them separate 
electorates or reserv ed scat s . 

Th e mus lims walked away with 
a separate elec torate in 19:30 and 
that quickly produced partition . Ma· 
hatma Ga ndhi res is ted separate 
eleetoratc!S for the back ward commu· 
ni lics but accepted reservation of seals 
eve n th ough he had very serious mis­
givings about th e aclvanlages of res· 
crv at ion of sca ts. Canclh i's indefinit e 
fast against separate e lectorates and 
,\mbedkar's s i~nin~ the Yerawada 
pact to n~ n ounce a separat e e lector· 
all~ in fa vour of r esl~rv,~cl eonslilu · 
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encies is hi : tory. Ambedkar wan ted 
backward community candidates to 
be shor t- lis ted in a primary ballot 
wh ere only the backward communi­
tic cou ld vote. But this proviso was 
qui ckly s ide-tracked and forgotten. 

A Matter for Astonishment 
It is as tonishing that neither 

Gandhi nor Ambedkar a ppeared ever 
to have exam in ed an alternative 
electoral syste m that could do just ice 
to minoritic. without encouraging 
sepa ra tism . Ambedkar's fears were 
genu in e. In mos t te rritoria l cons titu· 
cncics caste hindu s predominated 
with the result that 15% of the low 
castes could not hope to win even 
a s in gle scat in the absence of the 
syste m of reservations . Even in 
reserved constituencies only those 
backward community candidates who 
had the blessings of the upper castes 
could h ope to win . Reserved seats 
would h e lp the stooges and hirelings 
of the suppressors rather than the 
gen uine represe ntatives of the s up­
pressed . The fa ct that Ambedkar and 
his party were routed in elections 
speaks volumes for the inappropri­
ateness of the system of elections and 
of statutory reservations . This could 
have been easily taken care of by a 
system based on proportional repre· 
scn tation which would have obviated 
the need for separate electorates/ 
rese rved scats. It would be interest· 
ing to specu late if the idea of Pa· 
kis tan would not hav e been nipped 
in the bud if somebody had proposed 
a system of proportional rcprcsen· 
tation. 

Unfortunately , independent 
India eontinu ed with th e sys tem of 
te rritorial con.· t it uencies andre ·ervcd 
scats. Gandhiji i: on record as have 
been said: " I have not a shadow of 
a doubt that (s tatutory rese rvation) 
will prevent th e natural growth of 
the s uppressed classes and will 
remove the ineentive for honourable 
am ends from th e supprcssers . If I 
get th e opportunity I certain ly will 
try to cr!':~l n publie opinion amongst 
th e s uppressed a ~ain st s tatutory 
relic t-vat ions. " 
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independent India continued with the 
folly of territorial constituencies. One 
of its distinguished members Minoo 
1\'lasa ni had submitted a detailed 
proposa l for the introduction of 
proportional representation. It was 
brushed as ide. 

Proportional Representation 
The system of proportional rep­

resentation pcrmils significant mi­
norit.ics, on any issue or of any 
community, to be appropriately rcp­
resrmtcd in sp ite of the fact that they 
arc geographica lly dispersed and , 
conscqucnLiy, not in a pos ition to 
dominate any territorial constituency. 
It has the further advantage of 
discouraging schisms and fragm en­
tation. 

To compound the serious lapse 
the People's Representation Act 
retained the system of 'first past the 
post' under which a candidate ob­
taining the highest number of votes 
is declared elected, no matter how 
ins ignificant his majority. By con ­
trast, in France a candidate has to 
secure an absolute majority ; if in any 

constituency the leading candidate 
fall s short of the absolute majority 
a scconcl ba llot is held within a week 
in that constituency. 

Tlw continuation of territorial 
constituencies and "first past. the post" 
ha s certain ly faci litated politica l 
domination by dominating commu­
nities or alliances. This has resul ted 
in political parties undertaking ex­
ercises in political arithmetic of 
combining certain castes and com­
munities in order to win the election . 
Th c suppressed classes fcc I fru strated 
at going largely unrepresented. 

A very remarkab le thing is that 
in all the debates that arc taking 
place on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of ind ependence this 
terrible lapse· has not even been 
mentioned. Great minds work on the 
question of india's constitution since 
at least 1925. All of them attempted 
to overcome the problem of what was 
called the communal question. Not. 
one of them proposed that the system 
of proportional representation could 
reconcile conflicting interests and 

poss ibly even partition . 

Gandhi Marginalised 
Independent India proceeded 

immediately to marginalise Gandhi 
and to establish a h egemony of the 
upper-castes under the banner of 
soc ialism. On the political forum the 
suppressed were denied any effective 
r epresen tat ion under the highly 
contrived electoral system. The same 
bias can be see n in a ll policies in a ll 
fi elds - educational and socio-cultural. 
Independent India has turned out to 
be a hegemony and monopoly of the 
erstwhile upper-castes with the caste 
frontiers blurred here and there for 
the purpose of obfuscation. 

MH. Sl-li\HAD JOSH I is a n eco nomist, a 
leader of tile liberal m ovement in India, 
and founder uf t il e Silctkari Sanghatana. 

Without Censorship, Things 
ca n get terribly confused in the 
public mind. 

Genera l William Westmoreland. 

Olympus Lifts 
Service and Technology 
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Gandhiji's Last 'Vish Being Fulfilled 

Mr. Sitaram Kesri indulges in 
a miscalculated daydream that his 
'revita lised' and 'rejuvinated' Con­
gress, the major beneficiary of cor­
ruption for all for 45 of the GO years 
of Free India , would be able to capture 
power - his option in d eciding to 
withdraw support, thinking the 
Congress would replace the UF with 
support from elements from the UF 
has proved to be a gross misjudge­
ment. 

The Congress is suffering from 
a terminal disease called the cancer 
of corruption . Kcsri's promise to rout 
out corruption becomes a big joke of 
the year indeed, when his party. even 
now , is openly supporling the most 
corrupt politiccian , Laloo, now popu­
larly known as the Fodder .of the 
Nation. 'Righly has it been sm d that 
birds of the sa me feather nock to­
gether. It is hardly surpri~ing that 
Mr. Laloo Prasad's party ts an al­
liance partner of the Congress. 

Kesri's· copious tears for our 
masses below the poverty line, who 
arc not even gclting pure drinking 
water , arc nothin g but crocodile tears. 
Who is responsible for this pathetic 
state of affairs? The BJP, which was 
in power for only 13 days? Janata 
rule under Morarji Desai or Charan 
Singh? the National Front rule u~de r 
V. P. Singh? or the present Untted 
Front? supported by his own party 
(altogether about 5 yean; of non­
Congrss rule)? Who is he try111g to 
fool? 

The Congress can never come 
back to power again , Kesri's bravado 
notw ith standing! The least that the 
Congress can hope for is to retain 
its present status as a 'politica l con­
cubine', with whom the UF-LF is 
prepared to s leep, but reluctant to 
hold her hand in public! A co ncubine 
deserted by th e UF' and the LF, and 
rejected by the people in t.he next 
mid-term f' lPct ion s will n o t be ;n:cl~ pt -
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able to the BJP front , unless the 
Congress spli ts into pro- and anti­
BJP faclions. 

If eve rythin g was wrong with 
the UF government, why did the Con­
gress s upport it? Kes ri has no an­
swe r! Kesr i has no imagination , no 
single new idea , no new thought, no 
new vision , no new policy or . pro­
gramme, let alone any strategy to 
win the voters in the next mid-term 
elections! Kes ri , an old man in a hurry, 
cannot revitalise or rejuvenate the 
Congress suffering from the termi­
nal disease of corruption. 

Kcsri knows that he is not an 
orator , a crowd puller or a vote­
catcher , and hence his abject depend­
ence on Sonia Gandhi . Rajiv Gandhi 
died long ago and Sonia cannot create 
a sympathy wav e for the Congress 
now. No cheque can be encashcd twice, 
not even a sym pa thy cheque. In fact , 
Sonia's link s with Quattrocchi, in­
volved in Bofors, could well be a 
liability for the Congress in the 
forthcoming elections. 

Tha t the Congress has to de­
pend on Sonia to lea d the party and 
become ou r Prime Minister exposes 
the bankrup tcy of leadership in the 
Congress. Th e argument that 'if Annie 
Bcsant., a foreign er , could become the 
President of the Congress, why not 
Sonia become its President' is ridicu­
lous indeed . Annie Besant , although 
a fon' ign e r , fought se lfless ly for In­
dia 's freedom. 

I< csri, undoubt edly , a tr u e 
Gandhian , and a Da lit, who has the 
dubious distinction of having failed 
in the S.S.C. ten times , wi ll have the 
rare privilege, in this Golden Jubi.l ee 
yea r of our I nclepen dence, of full II l­
ing th e last wi sh of Ga ndhiji that 
the Congn~ss br liquidall!d after ln ­
depcnckncc! 

!\"IlL s. S. BANI' ESIIWAH is editor of the 
llu~HHU ' ldl Fcntut·c New~ Sc1·vi cc nnd n 

m e mbe r of f.'l 't't' timu f.'i1 ·~ 1 '·• Adviso ry Board . 
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The Need for 
Pro-active 

Citizenship 

The country is in for another bout 
of inflation, with state government and 
public sector employees realising now 
that politicians are unable to protect 
public interests after the sloppy way 
the Central government employees' 
de mands were settled by a negoti­
ating team , and endorsed by the 
Government of India . 

1. The common man goes to a gov­
ernment office only when unavoid­
able. Indifference, Jack of cour­
tesy or rudeness ar the behav­
ioural norms in government of­
fices . Was there any insistence by 
the government team to protect 
the public against such behaviour, 
by evolving a mechanism for pun­
ishment including dismissal? 

2. Punctuality and speed of disposal 
are unknown factors . Did the 
negotiating team discuss these 
matters of vital concern to the 
public? 

3. Although every file belongs to the 
citizen whose case is being han­
dled , missing files is a common 
occurence. Was any effort made 
to solve this problem? 

4. As Swami Agnivesh pointed out 
in his campaign against holidays, 
a central government employee 
enjoys literally nearly 196 days of 
holidays (laking advantage of every 
conceivable type of leave). Pro­
ductivity is near zero with such a 
wea k work ethic. Negotiations on 
this issue were vital in public 
interest, before conceding any de­
mands. 

Citizens will have to work out a 
strategy of protecting their own in­
teres ts in the light of demonstrated 
incompetence of the government in 
protecting public interests. 

Mumbai M. R. Pai 



Liberalisation To Liberation 
K. B. Dadiseth 

Liberalisation has benefited only a fraction of India, the organised economy and 
urban Indians. It has yet to reach the largest part of our population, 600 million 

rural Indians and India's poor. However, should not all Indians get liberation - the 
opportunity to live in conditions of dignity, with real freedom from want? 

This breakthrough from liber· 
alisation to liberation will only be 
achieved when we realise this vision 
for the masses. 

\.Vhy shou ld this concern us at 
Hindustan Lever'?* It concerns u: 
because the future of I lindusta n 
Lever is closely linked to the future 
of India and all its people. 

Our depth and width of con· 
sumer understanding gives us an 
unmatched insight into the aspira­
tions of all sections of society. The 
company uses this knowledge, com­
bined with a wide range of economic 
and demographic data , to construct 
scenarios of the India that will emerge 
five, ten and twenty years from now. 
These scenarios guide the company's 
strategies, but beyond this, they have 
the power to capture the imagina­
tion and provide a vision that can 
inspire and motivate us all. 

A Vision of Prosperity 

I would like to share one of these 
scenarios with you. This scenario is 
both exciting Hnd realistic; it lak es 
into account the political and ceo­
nomic realities of India and impor­
tantly is one that we be li eve is 
ach icvab I e. 

Let us imagine what everyday 
life could be for an Indian in 2010. 
The great majority will be literate 
and have a job, incom e will have 
increased for every citizen . In urban 
India , two out of three families will 

Based on a speech delivered by Mr. K. B. 
Eladiseth, Chairman, Hindustan Lever Lim­
ited at the Company's Annual General Meet­
ing held on June 24, 1997. 

earn close to Rs.IO,OOO a month ; a 
huge advance considering that in 
18D4 only one in IG families earned 
this much. Discretionary spending 
will rise sharply, since basic needs 
will have been ensured. Education 
and employment will raise aspira­
tion levels and consumers will de­
mand the right to choose from several 
alternatives, in every aspect of their 
lives. This is especially marked in 
the younger generation, born in lib­
eraliscd India and exposed by me­
dia, especially television, to very 
different influences from their par­
ents. In urban India , one in two 
families will have a washing machine, 
every family a pressure cooker and 
almost every family a refrigerator. 
Families will be able to afford not 
just labour-saving appliances but also 
entertainment; three out of four 
families will now watch their favour­
ite programme on their own colour 
TV. 

Education and health care will 
be more accessible, resulting in a 
female literacy rate above 70 per cent, 
compared to 4G per cent today, and 
there will be hea lthier mothers and 
babies . The rural Indian will also be 
better off. G iris will no longer be 
forced to slay at home to care for sib­
lings and do hou sework - en rolmcn t 
in primary schools for both boys and 
girls will be almol:it universal. Rural 
incomes will have risen : one in three 
families will earn about Rs. 5,000 a 
month, whereas in 1991 only one in 
eight families did . Refrigerators will 
make an appearance in some rural 
homes, with around one in ten fami­
li ns ownin~ onn . Onn in lhrcHl rurnl 
families will own a pressure cooker 
and one in five a colour television . 
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The seeds for the revival of 
Indian agriculture, sown in the final 
years of this century, will have now 
sent up healthy shoots. Agricultural 
productivity will increase, providing 
more on -farm jobs in sowing, trans­
planting, weeding, irrigation, appli­
cation of fertilisers and pesticides. 
Agri businesses in food processing, 
dairy farming, job options for rural 
dwellers. Retailing will make inroads 
into rural Indi<;1- shops selling a wide 
range of consumer goods will become 
a fairly common sight in most vil­
lages. 

Rural and urban India will be 
better connected through roads , 
transport and telecommunications. 
India will have begun to think that 
the India-Bharat divide can actually 
disappear. 

From Vision to Reality 

Is this just utopia? At first sight 
yes; but it isn't and shouldn't be. 

All this ca n be achieved by 
sustaining a growth rate of 8 per 
ccn t every year till 2010. The income 
and consu mp t ion figures outlined 
have actually been based on projec­
tions by the National Counci l for 
Applied Economic Research using an 
8 per cent growth rate. Normally , 8 
per ccn t growth in itsc If is not 
engaging to the common man. Ar­
ticulating its impact as a scenario 
makes it not only engaging but also 
exciting. What makes it even more 
exciting is that we arc already sus­
taining growth rates of G per cent 
for the last t h rce years - the rewards 
of' ~nil in~ lo H pnr ecnt mu st. inspire 
us to make this a lbeit dil'l'icult leap 
a practical possibility. 
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\\hat is needed is politicnl will , 
pragmatic policies and a determined 
mind-set that says we can. In this, 
we must not underestimate the 
positive role of government and 
political leadership . Furthermore, 
economic growth alone will not be 
sufficient; government will need to 
initiate positive interventions to bring 
about a fundamental shift in pe r· 
spcc tivc and priorities in some criti· 
cal areas. 

Across the broad canvas of 
economic development, there will 
in ev itably be many things that need 
to be done. Many of these areas , such 
as infrastructure and exports , are 
widely disc ussed. However , I would 
like to focus on just three areas which" 
l believe do not get adequate attention 
but which will make great impact 
and where we need significant 
changes in approach · these arc in 
social development, in how we view 
agriculture and in making crlicicnt 
use of available capital. 

From Privilege to Equality 

To compete in the global 
economy, India will have to invest 
heavily in enhancing the capabilities 
of its people. To understand why this 
is necessary, we only need to look 
at our neighbours , the high pcrfor· 
ming Asian economics. A large part 
of their success is based on their 
emphasis on building human capital. 

At the Hl95 Social Summit in 
Copenhagen, the Managing Director 
of the World Bank, Svcn Sandstrom, 
said, "Social investment is not only 
good for human well-b ein g. It is good 
economics.'' !low is this? Th e human 
capital model in growth theories 
shows that a rise in the level of 
education brings a rise in the cf!(. 
cicncy of all factors of production. 
Euucatcd people usc capital more 
c!Ticicntly, so it becomes more pro· 
ductivc. They arc more likely to think 
up new and bet tcr forms of produc· 
tion . Co-workers learn from th e skill s 
and innovation or educated people, 
thu s also i.Jecom in~ more product ivc. 
Education is thus critical to i.Juilding 
a modern , m;trkel Lased economy and 
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raising living s tandards. To enhance 
its human capabilit ies, India must 
provide its peop le with , at the very 
least, adequate nutrition , bette r 
hea lth care, and more and better 
schooling for children . 

Much of this can be achieved by 
targeting existing spending on edu­
cation anti health to the areas which 
achieve the high est return : Primary 
Education and Basic llealth Serv­
ices. 

Education 

r ndia has been doing the reverse. 
We have always stressed higher 
education at the cost of basic cdu· 
cation and vocational training. I3e· 
tween 1950 and J!J!J4 , the number 
of primary schools has trebled while 
the number of universities grew 
sevenfold. Thi s overemphasis on 
higher education and degrees has 
created disdain for vocational train· 
ing. Not surpri~ingly , India has a 
small section of high skilled profcs· 
sionals and technicians and a vast 
unskilled workforce . The many in· 
tcrvcning layers of skilled and scm i· 
skilled profess ionals and workers to 
be found in developed countries arc 
missing. 

The Indonesian Experience 

The fi erce competition for re· 
sources in India means that ctluca· 
tion is lik ely to remain constrained 
by limited resources. We must there· 
fore use what we have well. To sec 
what this can achieve, let's look at 
the example of Indones ia , a large, 
rural Asian country that has made 
great progres~ in lit e racy and rcd uc· 
ing the gender gap. 

When it started its educational 
reforms in th e early 70s, Indon es ia 
had a GOP or $GIO per head , a 
predominantly rural population , a 
high level of illiteracy and little 
education for girls . It spent 2.:3 per 
cent of it.s GOP on education. I low· 
ever, it devoted DO per cent or this 
to primary ndueat.ion . lndonP.sia 
nmhnrknd on a sehool building drive , 
ai.Jolishc~d schoo l fp,es and hy ln87 
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had en rolled 91 per cent of its chil­
dren in school. Today it has 84 per 
cent literacy and the gender gap has 
vanished. Indonesia is a prime ex· 
ample of limited resources used well. 

Another good example to follow 
can be found right here in India, in 
Kcrala . Unlike other states, Kcrala 
has focused its spending on primary 
education and adult literacy. As a 
result, it has almost doubled its 
enrolment in primary schools and 
halved its dropout rates in both 
primary and mi<.ldle schools. At 90 
per cent, Kerala's literacy rate is the 
highest among all Indian states. 

The Kerala Achievement 

India spends around 4.4 per cent 
of its GOP on education , a higher 
proportion than Indonesia. However, 
unlike Indonesia, only around 45 per 
cent of this amount is allocated to 
primary education. The shortages and 
p roblcms in the Indian education 
system that we are all aware of could 
be sign i.fican tly corrected through a 
greater priority on primary education. 

In health too, India has ovcrin· 
vested in the tertiary sector at the 
cost of basic services. As a result, the 
poor and rural do not have access 
to basic health care. To correct this 
situation , we need to reorient our 
hea lth spending · from specialjsed 
care towards basic and outpatient 
health care and towards public, 
occupational and environmental 
health services. Preventive health 
care needs to be emphasised over 
curative services, thus reducing 
India 's ma s. iv c di sease burden . 
ll ca lth education and preventiv e 
services for women and babies arc 
essential to improve their overall 
health and help their families avoid 
unnecessary medical expenditure. 
Above all , the health care system 
must be made responsive to people's 
needs. 

Mu ch of thi s can be achieved by 
targeting spending to bas ic health 
earn and introducing market mecha· 
nis ms to prevent. health sui.Jsidies 
going to the urban rich (who benefit 



from th e large public hospitals in 
India 's big cities) rather than the 
rural poor. 

Agricultural Growth 

The second major shift mus t 
occur in our approach to agriculture. 
Unlike industry , which has estab­
lished organisations to argue its case, 
the voice of agriculture is fragmented. 
Currently, agriculture is often seen 
as an inefficient, problem-ridden 
producer of food and not as a posi­
tive driver of economic growth . This 
must change. Only when agriculture 
becomes an equal partner with in­
dustry in the growth crusade, will 
real development take place. 

Agriculture a driver of growth? 
Let's take a fresh look at the poten­
tial of India's agriculture. India is 
the world's second largest food pro­
ducer and has a degree of competi­
tive advantage in food production that 
it has in few other areas. Our un­
surpassed natural advantage- a rieh 
diversity of climates and topography 
and a huge land area - have made 
us a leading producer of many foods 
in the world: sugar, tea, milk , fruit 
and vegetables. Agricullural produc­
tion and food processing account for 
30 per cent of India's GOP and employ 
more than 70 per ccn t of its workforce. 
Developments in this sector have a 
far reaching impact throughout the 
economy and arc vital if we arc to 
provide higher incomes and libera­
tion for the millions of Indians who 
work in agriculture. 

Low Yields 

Indian agri culture today is 
shackled by many problems. First, 
it suffers from low yields. Our yields 
arc currently 40 per cent of the 
world's bes t even in produce like milk , 
fruit and vegetables where we arc 
the world's largest producer. The 
consequence of low yields can be 
clearly seen by comparing India with 
China- India has GO per cc n! more 
araulc land but produces 10 per cent 
less output. Seeond. India wastes 
more food than it can afTord to or 
nee ds to- Ill ore fruits and ve!,{el<&bl es 

are los t in India than arc consumed 
in the UK; around 40 per cent of the 
total production of fruit and vcgcta­
ulcs is wasted. Finally, it has more 
intermediaries between the farmer 
and the consumer than any other 
country in the world- India has six 
to seven , compared to two or three 
in the USA This leads to price mark­
ups of as much as 30-50 per cent. 

The combined impact of these 
problems is to hold back investment 
and development in agricullure . 
India' s chall enge is to transform 
agriculture into a virtuous cycle of 
high efficiency , high investment and 
high yield. This can be done only 
through an approach very different 
from the one we have taken till now: 
an integrated approach to agricul­
ture, procurement and food process­
ing. This approach was highlighted 
in a March 1997 McKinsey study for 
the Confederation of Indian Indus­
try titled Food & Agriculture Inte­
grated Development Action (FAJDA). 

FAIDA 

The development of an inte­
grated food chain will require 
investment by large players , often 
working with government. These 
players will invest in the upstream 
clements of the food chain: agri­
culture and procurement. They will 
give Indian farmers access to high 
yielding seeds and plant breeds. In 
addition they will provide fertilisers , 
pesticides and other inputs to raise 
yields. They will help storage and 
transport infrastrueture, ensuring 
that farm produce is stored properly 
and tran sported to the markets and 
customers in good time. They will 
add value to farm produce by pro­
cessing the surplus. This will ensure 
that the farmer's increased yields find 
a market. 

It goes without saying that 
achieving all thi~ will require heavy 
inves tm e nt. Th e rAIDA s tudy 
showed that, ove r th e next ten years, 
agrieul ( urc will need invcs tm en t of 
tho ordnr of Hs . I ,10,000 croro. The 
~ov o rnnH' fll has in tho pas t ~w t up 
several devclopmnnt financial insti-
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tu lions (such as for exports and infra­
s tructure) . The time may well be 
opportune to consider a Food Chain 
Development Bank , which could then 
obtain conccss ional funding from 
international financial bodies. The 
effort in mobilising and deploying 
the required investment is immense. 
However , within the contextoflndia 
it has got to be an effort worth taking. 
Success will transform all of rural 
India. 

Efficient Use of Capital 

Whether it is building human 
capital or unshackling agriculture, 
capital is the enabler - everything 
hinges on finding the right amount 
of capital and importantly, using this 
capital efficiently. 

To grow by 8 per cent till 2010, 
we need an investment rate of 33 
per cent every year, a sharp increase 
from our current rate of27 per cent. 
Some of this gap can be bridged by 
foreign investment, the balance will 
have to be met by an increase in our 
domestic savings rate. There is much 
debate on how much foreign invest­
ment our country can and should 
attract and how to increase savings. 

I would like to make a different 
point: we need to focus as much on 
putting our capital to more produc­
tive usc as on increasing our invest­
ment rate. Here we can learn a lesson 
from the USA It has higher capital 
productivity than any other coun­
try, leading to higher financial re­
turns which have compensated for 
its lower savings and investment 
rates uy generating more capital 
income. 

Merit, Not Patronage 

How do we improve capital 
productivity? 13y rewarding perform­
ance - by allocating capital on the 
basis of merit and productivity, not 
patronage. We will need to set up 
sys tems to ensure !hat this becomes 
a part of the way in which we use 
capital. Successful economics have 
con sciously built these systems. 
Japau and 1\:orna , for in stance, de-
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To find out whether you're using 
the best Powder Hair Dye, 

place it next to ours. 
r-----------, 

Your 
current 
Brand 

Now take this simple test. 

• Is it shampoo based? 
• Does it spread easily? 
• Is it convenient. non-messy. easy to use? 
• !\re the shades natural? 

(i.e. no one can make out you're using a hair dye) 
• Is it long lasting? 
• Is it safe? 
• Is it from a reputed company? 

Godrej 
Powder Hair Dye 

8' 
[!( 

[!( 

[!( 
[!( 

[13' 
[l3' 

Any other 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

• Finally, what Is the price? Rs. 32/· 
for IOgms.• 

Rs. __ _ 

for6gms. 

Godrej Powder Hair Dye. So much more for so much less. 

• Max retail price as on 1st Jan 1993 (inclusi"e Of all taxes I 

Mudra GS 1458 



veloped strong institutional capabil­
ity for project design , appraisa l and 
monitoring. This allowed them to 
ensure that available credit went to 
projects that were creditworthy and 
viable. Funds were then ciTici cntly 
utilised for the purpose for which 
they were allocated. 

In India, capital has not always 
been allocated on the bas is of per· 
formance but on political and non­
economic considerations. This is 
beginning to change, but mus t go on 
further. When capital is allocated on 
the basis of performance , com panics 
and national and state governments 
will compete by enhancing their 
performance. They will direct their 
spending to the area in which it will 
do the most good, whether this is 
primary education, providing farm­
ers with quality inputs or building 
steel plants. Indeed, if we can sig­
nificantly improve our capital pro­
ductivity, this would also have the 
consequence of bringing down the 
33 per cent investment rate required 
to achieve the 8 per cent economic 
growth target. 

Technology will play an impor· 
tant role in ensuring the h ighcst 
possible levels of capital productiv· 
ity . The drive for improving capital 
productivity will also require solu­
tions which are tailor-made for In­
dia . In Hindustan Lever, by 
developing innovative business sys· 
terns and technologies relevant to 
Indian conditions, we have achieved 
levels of capital productivity which 
give us competitive advantage wh en 
benehm a rk ed both nati ona ll y and 
globally. 

Business and Government 

Today there is a welcome con­
sensus amongst most political par· 
tics on the need for cconom ic 
development and even the means for 
achieving it. This consensus is som e· 
tim es mis interpreted as meanin g that 
government has little role to play in 
the process. I strongly be lieve that 
nothin g could be fu rt.h cr from t.ru I h 
· governm ent and political loader­
ship have a critical role and can 

positively impact the pace of growth . 
Recent work by Jeffrey Sachs at the 
Harvard Institute for International 
Development (Emerging Asia 1997) 
has demons trated that open economic 
policies and government institutional 
quality determine and strongly in­
fluence economic growth . Govern­
ment institutional quality includes 
factors such as efficient public ad­
ministration and good laws of con­
tract and property. It can be derived 
from this work, based on an analysis 
across a wide range of countries, that 
open economic policies and high 
institutional quality have a positive 
impact of as much as 3 per cent on 
GOP growth . Increases in govern­
ment saving can contribute to growth 
even above this. While go~crnmcnt 
itself has a major role to play in the 
process of economic growth, there is 
much advantage to be gained in many 
areas by government and business 
working together. 

A Partnership for Growth 

There are many business organi­
sation in the country which have in 
their own opqrations , developed 
expertise and ideal bus iness systems. 
There are several areas where 
I-Iindustan Lever has tried to develop 
models of best practice. Some exam· 
pies of these arc in our tea and tomato 
businesses. In tea , our 'bush-to-brand' 
strategy integrates consumer pref­
erences, R&D, plant breeding and 
processing so that we can deliver the 
ideal cup of tea , consistcn tly and at 
the lowest possible cost. In tomato, 
we have at Zahura in Punjab devel­
oped an in Lr.g ra ted farm cr-fricndly 
supply chain which has increased 
yields per acre from 8 !\'IT in 1991 
to 20 I\1T, while acreage under to· 
mato has gone up from 250 acres in 
1991 to 3,000 acres now. llowcvcr, 
as long as these model~ remain within 
the operations of one company, their 
overall impact on a national scale is 
limited . What is required is for 
bus in ess to come togeth er and work 
with governm ent in identifying ar· 
cas or bes t praet iec and in spreading 
thrse wid el.\' neross th e <'Ountry . 

Another way in whieh business 
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and government could work together 
would be on large projects for rais­
ing resources, ensuring implemen­
tation and effective operation . For 
example, a group of companies led 
with competence and capability and 
with government support could 
approach the World Bank for fund­
ing of a private sector programme to 
build the necessary infrastructure for 
an agricultural cold-chain. This would 
benefit the companies involved, farm­
ers and intermediaries and the coun­
try as a whole. 

New Mind-set, New Priorities 

On the basis of what India has 
achieved till today and its future 
potential , we can aspire for and attain 
a target of 8 per cent economic 
gro~vth. By sustaining this level of 
growth, it is possible to translate into 
reality a scenario where, within a 
time span of about 15 years, the 
quality of life for all Indians includ­
ing the rural and the poor can be 
dramatically improved. In order to 
make this happen, a new mind-set 
and priorities are necessary in cer­
tain key areas · in social develop· 
mcnt towards primary education and 
basic health care, in agriculture 
towards the concept of an integrated 
food supply chain and in seeing that 
we usc all available capital resources 
with the greatest productivity. The 
positive role that government can 
play in impacting the rate of growth 
and the value of business and gov· 
ernment working together must be 
exploited to full advantage. 

Ind eed, enlighten ed self-inter· 
es t on the part of both business at 
Ia rgc and government can be the basis 
of a strong, sustainable and mutu· 
ally rewarding partnership. Through 
this partnership, business and gov· 
crnmcnt can bring together the skills 
and resources necessary to deliver a 
better quality of life for all Indians 
. achieving the breakthrough from 
libcralisation for some to libe ration 
for all. 
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The Many-Sided Atre 
V. C. Phadke 

Maharashtra is celebrating the Birth Centenary of teacher, author, journalist, playwright, film-maker, 
pol itician and agitator for public causes, Acharya P. K. Atre. 

The Centenary Year was inaugurated on August 13, 1997 with a programme at Acharya Atre's statue 
(which was actually unveiled on August 13, 1996 by the Shiv Sena leader, Balasaheb Thackeray) at Worli 
in Mumbai. The Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Mr. Manohar Joshi garlanded the statue and spoke about 
Acharya Atre and his many-splendoured personality. A collection of his articles were released by his publisher, 
Mr. Parchure at a function, also held on August 13. Programmes are being held in all cities of Maharashtra 
to celebrate the occasion. The state government sponsored a programme at Saswad, Acharya Atre's birthplace. 
A festival of drama, featuring plays written by him and a festival of films produced and directed by Acharya 
Atre are also part of the celebrations. All India Radio broadcast readings from his writings, between June 
and September this year. 

Freedom First is honoured to carry the following tribute to a many-sided and colourful personality, and 
in doing so, associate itself with the Birth Centenary of an indomitable Indian - Acharya P. K. Atre. - Editor. 

Acharya Pralhad Kcshnv Atrc 
whose birth centenary year is being 
celebrated in Maharashtra was a 
colossus crowned with breathtaking 
achievements in diffe rent walks of 
life. He was the uncrowned king or 
Maharashtra for h e virtually ruled 
over the minds of millions or 
Maharashtrians contint..ou~ly for 
three decades. He was like a lmlwrupi 
who in his lifetime performed dif­
ferent roles with ease and compe­
tence. As if endowed with a magic 
touch h e achieved glorious s uccess 
in every fi eld: education , li terature, 
film s, journalism and politics. Gifted 
with a robust physiqu e and jovial 
nature, Atrc was a devoted teacher, 
innovative educa t ionist, genius poet, 
witty paroclist, humorous dramatist, 
ardent politician, stormy propagan­
dist and indomitable journaljst. 

Teacher 
Acharya P. K. Atre was born on 

13th August 1 8~8atSaswad , a sma ll 
town ncar Punc to a middle class 
family of modest means. When he 
was hardly 19, h e lost his fa ther , but 
despite severe privations, he man­
aged to com pl ete hi s college educa ­
tion. Afler obtain in~ his B.A. deg ree 
in 19 I ~ from Pun e's Fergusson coll ege, 
he secured a fir~t class J"ir~t in the 
Bachelor of'l'rain ing degree from the 
Bombay University in J!):LG and a 
Teache r· ~ Diplo111a in London in W:L8. 
li e l.Jecamc principal of a II igh School 

conducted by the Camp Education 
Society, Punc. This soc iety, founded 
by Mahatma Phule in 1889, catered 
to the needs of backward students. 

:\d1ary :J P. K.A1n: 

An enthusiastic and liberal Atre 
found no difficulty in cu lt iva t ing a 
liv e interest in studies among the 
students from the backward classes. 
H e prepared a se ri es of text-books 
(known as Navyuua Vcu;ha.nmala) for 
primary students in s impl e and 
attractive Marathi. llis text-books 
beca me so popular that.l(>r overt wenty 
years , th ey were presc ribed texts for 
schoo ls in Maharas hl.ra . Th e revo­
lu tionary Savarkar l.Jcstowcd t he title 
of 'Achnrya' on At rn in appreciation 
of hi~ contril.JuLion to the cause of 
educat ion. 
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Dramatist 
Th e last two decades of 19th 

century Maharashtra had witnessed 
the evolution of a great tradition of 
stage -craft, but in the 1930s it was 
on the verge of extinction, mainly 
du e to the onslaught of the talkies 
in India. Atre revived the declining 
stage by writing scripts for 25 plays 
and directing some of them. He 
translated some foreign plays writ­
ten by Moliere, Ibsen and Brandon 
Thomas. His serious social plays 
portrayed brav e young women strug­
gling for emanicipation . His political 
plays exposed hypocrisy , immorality 
and the corrupt practices of politi­
cians. His evergreen farcical plays 
like 'Moruchi Mavshi' based on 
'Charley's Aunt' and 'LagnachiBedi' 
sti ll attract large audiences. 

Film Producer & Director 
A popular dramatist rarely 

s ucceeds as an accomplished script 
writer for film s. But Atre proved to 
be exceptionally talented in this field 
too. He not only scripted over 25 
film s but also produced and directed 
some unique movies. Atre shifted from 
Pune to Mumbai in 1~10 , purchased 
a studio and e>;tab li i:i hed his ow n 
compn ny ca ll ed 'At r e Pictures' . 
llowcver, he had to se ll the studio 
to meet the huge debts when his 
most lavishly produc ed film 
· \ 'asun/sena' lloppcd. Unda unted , he 
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went on to produce some good films 
in Marathi and Hindi. His class ic 
fum was Sane Guruji's immortal novel 
'Shyamchi Aai' which won him the 
President's first gold medal in 1953. 
This was followed by a silver medal 
for 'Mahatma Phule' in 1955. 

Politician 
Drama and politics being two 

favourite hobbies ofMaharashtrians, 
Atre could not resist the temptation 
of joining the Incuan National Con· 
gress in 1938. He took active part 
in the civic elections, became Chair· 
man of the standing committee of 
the Poona Municipality and carried 
out many reforms. His hurricane tours 
and fiery speeches during election 
campaigns in 1945 helped the Con­
gress obtain a thumping majority. 
But he soon left the Congress as a 
protest against its acceptance of the 
partition oflndia and joined the newly 
formed Socialist Party. He became 
a member of the Mumbai Muncipal 
Corporation in 1949 but failed to 
secure a seat in the State assembly 
in the 1952 general elections. 

Agitator 
However, the most brilliant 

phase of his political career was to 
be in the fifties when the agitation 

for the creation of a Maharashtra 
State was in full swing. The oppo­
sition parties in Maharashtra es tab­
lished an organisation called the 
Samyukta .Maharashtra Samiti as a 
protest against the decision of the 
Union Government to create a big· 
ger bilingual state of Bombay. It was 
headed by political stalwarts like S. 
A Dange, S. M. Joshi and Acharya 
Atre. Riding on the wave of unpar· 
alleled popularity, Atre went on 
stormy tours of Maharashtra , arous­
ing the feelings of millions , wrote 
provocative articles in his own daily 
'Maratha' and suffered imprisonment 
under the Preventive Detention Act 
for a while. Ultimately, the agitation 
was successful with the formation of 
the states of Maharashtra and 
Gujarat. 

~ ournalist 
Acharya Atre began his career 

in journalism by starting his own 
weekly' Nauyu.g' in Marathi in 1940. 
This weekly which survived 22 years 
came into the limelight due to the 
debates between Atre and other 
accomplished writers likeS. M. Mate, 
N. S. Phadke, and P. B. Bhave. His 
daily 'Maratha' which was the 
mouthpiece of the Samyukta 

Maharashtra Samiti had the biggest 
circulation among language papers 
of Maharashtra. Ac; a journalist, Atre 
was an enigma perhaps due to the 
fact that he tended to be more 
passionate and sentimental than 
reasoned and logical. He had strong 
(but not permanent) likes and dis­
likes. He poured venom on persons 
he disliked. Even great heroes like 
Gandhiji, Pandit Nehru, Savarkar 
and Vinoba Bhave became targets 
ofh is scathing criticism. But on other 
occasions he did not lag behind in 
profusely praising and even worship­
ping them when their noble deeds 
touched his heart. The memorable 
obituaries penned by him on the 
deaths of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Nehru are examples of the 
finest Marathi prose. 

Although Atre's colourful and 
stormy life was full of ups and downs, 
paradoxes and inconsistencies, grand 
successes and miserable failures , none 
could challenge his honesty and 
transparency. This great son of 
Maharashtra who breathed his last 
on 13th June 1969 will never be 
forgotten by Marathi speaking people. 

PROFESSOR V. C. PHADl{E retired as 
Professor or Political Science from the B. 
N. N. College, Bhiwandi. 

THE SACREDNESS OF PROPERTY 

Any polity based on fulfilment of duty is dharmic polity. 
What is based on greed and envy, what develops covetous 
eyes on others' possessions is satanic polity. Nature 

has laid the duty of work on man. It has laid the obligation 
to respect every honest acquisition of property as something 
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not to be laid hands upon or looked upon with envy. This 
is the basis of civilization. Without the recognition of the 
sacredness of property, there can be no ordered society, no 
freedom, no incentive to work, no progTess, no civilization. 
Therefore, was guaranteed in the Constitution the right to 
work, to acquire and to hold, and freedom from expropriation. 

Rajaji in his article 'Primari es of Civilization', 
S warajya, December 16, 1961. 

Issued by t.he Rnjnji Pound;•tion , Sassoon Ruilcl ing, I st. fl oor , 11 :1 , Mahatma Gandhi 11oad, l\l umbai 400 00 1. 
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Four Score and Seven Days 
Some stray impressions and questions! 

• 
In the U.S.A. 

Arvind Deshpande 

The lack of interest in India is due to minimal interaction between 
Indians and others in the USA 

I was in 
Abraham Lin· 
coin ' s land 
from June 1 to 
Augustcnd'97 
to s pend 
happy d ays 
with my archi­
tect daughter 

in \Vest Orange, New Jersey. My 
main preoccupations were baby sit­
ting (new born grandson) , assisting 
my wife in the kitchen , reading and 
meeting all kinds of people, in that 
order. Even so I cou ld take 10 to 15 
days off to vis it New York , Balli· 
more , Orlando, Washington and a 
few other places. 

India Does Not Matter 
The first impression that struck 

(and hurt) me was that India docs 
not matter much to ncwspnpcrs in 
the U.S. I read, for almost three 
months The New Yorh Times regu­
larly. Except for a few lines occnsion­
ally and the editorial/articles on 
August 14, to formally greet us on 
our completing 50 years of in depend· 
ence, India hardly figured . As against 
this, there were pages devoted regu­
larly to Japan , China, Europe and 
even Thailand , !VIalaysia , Phillip· 
pines. Why? I was told The ll'ash­
ingt.on Post is a little more generous 
in its coverage of news on Indi a. 

The only news we got was 
through small papers brought out by 
Indians there and the weekly Indian 
programme on T.V. Even there , out 
of four hours, news and views were 
given 30 minutes and 210 minutes 
to Hindi film songs . 

All this inn country where there 
:m~ ovrr II lnkh lndi:ms · highly 
qualified profess ionals and most of 
them in the upper in come bracket 

with assets over 1.25 lakh crore 
rupees. 

Poor Public Relations 
It appears that this lack of 

interest in India is due to minimal 
interaction between Indians and 
others in the U.S. and poor public 
relations. 

I visited the U.N. headquarters 
in New York . In the main building 
there, there are gifts (s tatues, paint· 
ings, etc.) from Japan , China, Thai­
land, etc. but not for India. Why? 

Again, I visited Orlando to see 
Disney World. At the Epcot Centre. 
there is a lake around which differ­
ent countries have put up beautiful 
pavilions depicting their history, 
culture and prestige products. Apart 
from U.K., Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, China, Japan , even Mexico and 
Morocco h ave their pavilions. But 
1wt India. Why? 

Lakhs of people visit the Disney 
World and they come from all over 
the world. I wonder why our gov· 
ernmcnt can't put up a pavilion to 
introduce our culture, history, 
achievements, products, (carpets, 
jewellery , whateve r) to the world? 

Hindi Films Dominate 
I was invited to join the main 

function in New York to mark the 
golden jubilee celebrations, parade, 
funfair , dinner , discussion, etc. The 
chief guest was Mr . Amitabh 
Bachchan . Now , Mr . Amitabh 
Bachchan is a splendid film star. But 
why couldn' t they have got a veteran 
freedom fi gh ter or a disti nguis hed 
ex-ambassador like tllr. 13. K. Nehru 
or Mr. Nani Palkhivala on s uch a 
solemn occa~ion . That GO,OOO people 
came to sec the parade beca use of 
Mr. Bach han is cre(lit.ablc to him but 
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is it difficult to attract people even 
on such occasions without star value 
and glamour? 

There is much of interest in our 
classical music. dance, etc. among 
the knowledgeable but on the whole, 
it is Hindi films, films all the way 
in which common Americans are 
hardly interested. 

Surprisingly, at the Smithsonian 
complex (the Castle) in Washington, 
the Director who knew me, showed 
me a special gallery where there were 
Moghul paintings and different types 
of 'pujas' shown . They are also now 
producing for the planetarium a 24 
hour film to introduce ragas (Raag 
111 ala) . 

The people at large were aware 
of three names from our country · 
Swami Vivekananda , Mahatma 
Gandhi and Mother Teresa. The U.S. 
film channel showed Shyam Senegal's 
'The Making of the Mahatma' after 
seeing which, one of our neighbours 
(an African-American· the new name 
for "Blacks") took more literature of 
Gandhi from me. Lakhs had already 
seen Attenborough 's 'Gandhi' includ­
in g a drug addict I met in a local 
train . 

There are hundres of people and 
many organisations working on 
Gandhian concepts · non-violence, 
peace , trusteeship, etc. My most 
rewarding discussions were with the 
Presidents of the Trusteeship lnsti· 
tution and E. F. Schumacher Soci­
ety. 

Among Indians from the Hindi 
heartland, Gujarat, Maharashtra, etc. 
Lhcrc is a notable influence of the 
\ ' ishwa llindu Pa.rishad. There is a 
general asse rtiveness on religion but 
there is pess imism on what is hap· 
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pening h ere. Many would lik e to do 
something for their coun try (lnclia) 
bu t .. . ? At the people to peopl e level 
Indians and Pakistanis arc not on ly 
friendly but even employ them in 
their businesses. While our diamond, 
jewellery shops, restaurants were 
'posh ', our Indian stores (selling 
masala, vegetables, grocery, etc.) were 
'shabby'. Th e restaurants too seemed 
to be after quick r etu rns rather than 
long term gains lik e the Chin ese, 
Thai , Mexican joints. A housewife 
eve n complain ed of adulterated in 
rice sold at some shops. This is indeed 
sad. 

American society today is more 
peaceful and moving towards mean­
ingful integration and is much less 
discriminatory to lakh s of people 
coming from all over - China , Japan , 
India, Vietnam, Korea, Latin America, 
etc .. My own son-in-law'sconsultancy 
firm h ad over 70 persons and it looked 
like a mini-U.N.O. - American whi tes , 
Indians, Africans, Japanese, Chinese 
and British . 

I liv ed in a colony of lovely 
bunga lows but the interaction among 
the neighbours is minim al. The on ly 
time people came out to greet and 
show interest was when you were 
taking out your child (my grandson) 
in a stroll er. Everyone goes ga-ga 
over a child - n eighbours, people in 
malls, sh ops, everywh ere . At th e 
hospita l where my daughter deliv· 
ered, there was another lady who 
gave birth to four babi es, each 
weighing two pounds, all doing well. 
At a toy shop , sh e wanted someth ing 
for the chi ldren. Th e shop charged 
only for one child and gave I hi ngs 
free for th e other three chi ldren. 

All in all, I thought that India 
and Indians need to clo much more 
to deserve better r ecogn ition and 
respect. 

MR. ARVIND A. DESHPANDE is t h e 
Honorary Secretary of the Leslie Sawhuy 
Prograrnrnc. 

Without Censorship, Things can get 
terribly confused in the public mind. . 

General Will iam Westmoreland. 
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India, Mon Amour 

When I was young in India ... 

Often, when I give myself time to 
th ink about my life, the words pronounce 
themselves to me. Sometimes they star­
tle me, the times when I hear them when 
I thought I had been thinking about other 
things and other places. Until a few months 
ago, I believed the words had to do only 
with the four years I spent as The New 
York Times correspondent in India, in the 
second half of the 1950s. 

But in March, on one of many jour­
neys back, I understood that what the 
words said to me was that I had felt young 
not just in the 50's but always since, 
whenever I returned to India. I rea.lised 
that every return was like start ing fresh 
- the same excitement and zest, the same 
sense that not just a country but a whole 
world of infinite variety was spread out 
before me and that I had the delicious 
chance to learn about it, just by going 
forward to meet it. 

All year, as India approached the 
50th anniversary of its independence on 
August 15, 1947, it has been getting 
unsparing analysis and criticism. I con­
tri buted a share. 

But not today, and I hope never will 
I send her one of those black bordered 
cards she's been getting for decades. 
They arrive with every birthday or crisis 
from Indians and fore igners. Americans 
and Indian professionals share a particu­
lar delight in kicking their country around. 

By now, you may have guessed I 
am seized by India. It could be said I love, 
India, so I say it. 

I love India for personal reasons. It 
gave me decades of discovery, learning 
and friendships - and lots and lots of 
stories to write. All I had to do was go 
out and scoop them up ; for reporters , 
a golden land . 

I love India because when almost 
all newly independent countries became 
Communist or Fascist, or militaristic tyr­
annies that the world prettified by calling 
authoritarian, and through all the dec­
ades when the West poured its treasure 
into dictatorships and contempt into India, 
the Indians stuck with democracy. That 
is the most personal reason of all for a 
foreigner who knows he himself could 
not thrive , and might not live, without it. 

Some birthday mourners say yes, 
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India has elections but elections them­
selves do not a political democracy make. 
No, but they certainly do when they are 
as free and regular as India's and when 
India adds freedom of press, worship, 
courts, speech, assembly and politics -
and a usually vote-smart public. 

In the 50 years since 1947, Indians 
created a single nation where none ex­
isted before, out of 500 princely states. 
They built it despite religions at war with 
each other for centuries, and the death 
of a million people in the war of partition. 
They fashioned a steadily industrialising 
state , which produced a huge middle 
class . Its scientists, doctors and com­
puter wizards bolster not only India but 
America and other Western countries . 

Indians have not solved the old evils 
that still threaten their future - poverty, 
illiteracy, the birth rate, violence between 
Hindu castes and among Hindu, Muslim 
and Sikh. And newer evils are eating into 
the national marrow: epidemic corrup­
tion and business regulation that Indian 
pol iticians keep promising to end but 
don't. 

However, consider the West's record 
in the 50 years before 1947: 

Two world wars . One Holocaust. 
Fascism and Communism. Unknow-able 
mill ions slaughtered by Germany. Poli­
cies that helped Japan defeat China and 
then helped the Communists take over 
Ch ina. Nuclear bombs, two used (thou­
sands still available) . World depressions. 
Famines in Western colonies - like India 

And now for a few world highlights 
since 1947, during India's half-century 
of self-rule : 

Corruption Italy and Russia. Reli­
gious and communal warfare : Bosnia . 
Racial tensions: France and Germany. 
Appeasement of dictators: Western arms 
and technology to Iraq, Communist China, 
etc. Famines: Mao bringing death by star­
vation to unknowable millions. Disease: 
AIDS and tobacco-cancer. Drugs, crime 
and cynicism : see everywhere. Excep­
tion: the U.S., which knows no poverty, 
disease , corruption or racial tensions. 

After examining the above two para­
graphs, could we please wait before send­
ing more black-bordered cards on India's 
birthdays - wait say 50 more years? 

A. M. Rosentha l, 
Courtesy : The New York Times, August 15. 



A Tribute to the UNO 
on its 52nd Anniversary 

Adi H. Doctor 

\Ve should have little hesitation in paying homage to the UN on its 
52nd anniversary, and even the most die-hard pessimist would agree that 
thanks to the UN, the world today is certainly not worse than it has been 

and in all probability, it is better. 

l am one of those who believe 
that the UN has amply jus tified its 
existence and has many praisewor· 
thy achievements to its credit on the 
political , military as well as economic 
fronts . 

On the political-military front, 
the achievement can be summed up 
in one single sentence· we have been 
spared a third world war. No doubt, 
there are many on-going conllicts, 
like the Arab-Israe l and our own 
Kashmir dispute; but, if these have 
not yet been resolved , they have 
atleast been successfully contained. 

On the political-military front, 
would consider the UN to have 

played a significant role in the case 
of collapsed slates. Let me explain 
this term : collapsed state. A normal 
state is one that can successfully 
maintain law and order within its 
borders and protect the life , liberty 
and property of all its citizens. When, 
for various reasons , like secessionist 
warfare or separatist movements , or 
natural calamities lik e prolonged 
drought leading t.o famin e, etc. a s tate 
is un able to do this, we call it a 
collapsed state or an inadequate state. 
The 1890s, in particular, have seen 
the emergence of many such collapsed 
or inadequate states like Angola, 
Rwanda, Somalia , Afghanistan and 
Bos nia-I -Ierzgovina, in which the 
centra l governments have proved 
in capable of maintaining law and 
order and protect ing the life , liberty 
and property of their own citizens. 

In An~ola . incessant. infi~htin!{ 
cou pled with seve re drought caused 

the worst ever famines in human 
history. I lundreds and thousands of 
people were dying daily . The world 
communi ty, actingthrought the UNO, 
decided to step in and offer food and 
other assistance on a massive scale. 
Plan loads offood and medicines were 
daily flown into the country. But no 
sooner would the planes land, armed 
gangs and tribal warlords would 
attack the landed supplies, plunder 

the godowns , and carry away bag 
loads of food and medicines. This fact 
soon compell ed th e UNO to und er· 
take to supply and distribute the 
donated food and medicines under 
UN military escort and s upervis ion . 

The second examp le of u suc­
cessfu l UN humanitarian interven· 
tion is Rwanda. I !ere, intense lighting 
between the J-lu Tu and Tu 'l'u tribes 
had brought about the conditions of 
a collapsed s tat c. llegu la r newspaper 
readers and TV news viewers would 
be familiar with the gory det.nils of 
daily massacres. th e horrible ~eno­
cide and tlw terribl e human ri ~ hts 
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ubuses that were taking place in 
Rwanda. Here , once again, the UN 
stepped in , and did great humani· 
tarian work by way of ensuring 
regular supp ly of food and medicines 
to millions of refugees, huddled in 
various refugee camps. This was, of 
course, in addition to trying to 
negotiate peace between the warring 
tribes. 

While talking of Rwanda, the 
case of erstwhile Yugoslavia and the 
bloody, fratricidal conl1icts between 
the Serbs, Croats and the Muslims 
in Bosnia-Herzgovina also come to 
mind . In the case of erstwhile 
Yugoslavia , especially Bosnia­
Herzgovina , the UN achievement has 
been two-fold. Firstly, the UN h as 
played no mean role in trying to reduce 
massac res by way of negotiating 
ceasefires, almost on a daily basis. 
Secondly, the UN mounted one of the 
most diflicult humanitarian relief pro· 
grams in human his tory. Under the 
most trying and difficult situations, 
with civi l war raging all round them, 
UN troops succeeded in supplying 
food, medicin es and warm clothes to 
helpless civilians trapped in beseiged, 
war-devastated and isolated pockets. 

Howeve r , despite An gola , 
Hwanda unci Bosnia-Herzgov ina, it 
can be safely said that the world is 
becoming a more peaceful place. The 
Cold War had stirred up many ho~ 
proxy wars, during the period 1950 
I o 1070, such as the wars in Korea , 
Vietnam , Mozambique, etc. Those 
days nre gone now. According to the 
Stor.kholm Pf':t< ·c Research Founda­
tion , th e number of wars or open 
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violen t conflicts has been steadily 
coming down over the years. Th e 
year 1987 witnessed 3G wars or open 
violent conflicts. The numb er came 
down to 33 in 1988 and kept steadily 
declining thereafter to 32 in 1989, 
3 1 in 1990, and 30 in 1991. \\'bile 
for the years 1992, 1993 and 1991, 
the number of wars or open viol ent 
conflicts stayed steady at a reco rd 
low of 27. 

Turning from the political-mili­
tary front to th e cconom ic front, we 
once again find that the UN hm; 
ach icvcd mu ch . In li ttlc less than a 
generation, thanks to UN endeav­
ours, remarkable progress has been 
achieved, and an equally remarkable 
change has bene brought about in 
mankind's attitude towards poverty, 
economic development, human habi­
tat, women and children. In little 
less than a generation, thank s to UN 
endeavours, real incomes in the third 
world have more than doubled , child 
dea th mtcs have more than halved, 
malnutrition rates have fallen by more 
than thirty per cent, life expectancy 
has increased by about one-third, the 
proportion of ch ildrcn enrolled in 
primary schools has risen from about 
50 per con t to 75 per cent, and the 
percentage of families with access to 
safe drinking water has risen from 
10 per cent to GO per cent. 

The UN family planning ca m­
paign and family planning assistance 
has also begun to show beneficial 
effects. According to a UN publica­
tion , "Vision of llopc" , published 
recently to commemorate t.hc 50th 
Anniversary of the UNO, th e pro­
portion of coupl es us in g mode rn con­
traceptives has risen from almost 
nothin g to more than fifty per cent 
and the average family size is falling 
m almost every country. 

Th e two major issues of concern 
Lefor the UN today arc cnvironmcrnal 
protection and sustai n ab le 
development and perhaps th e s in ~ l c 

greatest achievement of th e UN in 
recent years has bee n its ability to 
raise th e leve l of world consciousness 
in these two domains, thanks rnainly 
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to s uch programs as the One Earth 
Agency, the United Nation 
Environment Program (UNEP, in 
short) , and its landmark conferences 
like the Confe ren ce of Human 
Development in S tock holm in 1972 
and t.he fam ous Earth Summit in 
1992 in Rio de J ane iro, Again , in 
these two domain s of Environmental 
Protection a nd Sustainable 
Developm ent, despi te severe financia l 
constraints , the UN has been in the 
forefront of curbing acid rain , 
contarn111g nu clea r accidents , 
protecting oceans, preventing over­
fi shing, r educin g traffic in illegal 
waste and sa feguarding endangered 
species. 

Finally , this brief enumeration 
of UN achievements cited here to 
commemorate its ruty second anni­
versary, would be incomplete with­
out a quick reference to the yeoman 
work the UN has been doing in the 
field of protect in g humnn rights. It 
is to this Commission that the UN's 
General Secretary refers the thou­
sa nds of complaints received rega rd­
ing human rights violations from 
individuals and Non-Government 
Organizations (NCO) , from all over 
the world. Since 1970, the UN has 
begun the laudal.Jle practice of pub­
lishing its annual reports , the com­
plaints receiv ed , alleging violations 
ofh urn an rights, along with the replies 
rece iv ed, if any , from the accused 
govcrnmcnL<;. Thanks to these reports, 
many governments have been put on 
the defens ive , and forced to improve 
their human rights record , in order 
to avoid adverse glol.Jal publicity. 

,\11 said and don e, we should 
hav e litt.l c h esitat ion in paying 
homag e to the UN on its 52nd 
anniv ersary , and even the most die­
hard pess imis t would agree that 
thanks to the UN , the world today 
is certainly not worse than it has 
bee n and in all probability , it is bette r . 

1\IH . i\DI H . ll OCTOH is a Visiting Profes­
sor, L>cpaa··tau c nt of Political Science, Goa 
Univco·sity. 
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A Visit to Pakistan 
Some First Impressions 

S. V. Raju 

The state of mistrust is so intense that after we had had our baggage 
checked by Indian security and customs at Sahar, we found three 

Pakistani security personnel (two men and a woman) who had 
accompanied the PIA plane from Karachi, waiting on the aero-bridge 
outside the entrance to the plane, doing a double checl{ of our bags! 

My first 'contact' with a Paki­
sta ni was neither in India nor 
Pakistan. It was in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia where I took up cmployemcnt 
in 1980. I 

But my friendship for I Iam ccd 
Niazi , for that is his name , did make 
me want to visit Pakistan. Seventeen 
years later , I found myself in Karachi 

found him 
to be 'hu­
man ' after 
all · not a 
gun-toting 
fierc e look­
ing fe llow 
te rrorising 
the people 
of'Srinagar' 
or an Idol­
breaker on 
the ram· 
page! He 
wa s s ur­
prisin g ly 
human 

\ndo- Pakis-tan seminar on 
at P o 

like you and 
me, like any 
average 
VOl (Very 
Ordinary 
Indian)! We 
got along fa­
mously and , 
try as I might, I could not find any· 
thing diffe rent about this Pakista ni 
colleague of m inc. Physically, we were 
cqu ippcd si rn ilarly; our emotional re­
sponses to external stimu lii were 
simi lar . The only tli.lTercnccs ·he had 
a passport wit.h a green cover and 
I with a blue one. !lis had Pakistan 
in scribed on it and I had Indi a 
inscribed on rn in c. li e prayed to Allah , 
and I was not sure who to pray to, 
being- an agn os tic. I res pected him 
and his beliefs and he respected me 
and my bclief!:i. 

thanks to an invitation from the 
Jang Group of Newspap ers and the 
Friedrich Naumann Stiftung to 
participate in a seminar with the 
ponderous LiLlo "Civ il Society in India 
and Pakistan : Peace· Conflict Reso­
lu tion · Democracy"· to presenting 
pap ers on "The Present Stat e of Civ il 
Soc iety in India · !\ Personal lnt.cr­
prc tat ion" and the "Softening or the 
Political Fronticr!:i in the Wake of the 
Communications !{evolution". 

\Vn (th e re were seve n of us from 
India. three from Mumuai and four 

Frccd o111 First OctolH•r-OC'cellllw r 1997 

from De lh i) almost did not make it 
to 1\arachi because, after the invi­
tation was fax ed to us, came some 
cross border shootings. If we found 

ourselves at 
Karachi air­
port , it was 
thanks to the 
efforts of the 
Friedrich 
Naumann 
Stiftung and 
the fact that 
the principal 
organiser of 
the se minar 
was a well­
known and in· 
Ouential News· 
paper group .. 

Valid for 
Karachi Only 

My visa 
was , however, 
a severely re­
stricted one. It 
said: "Valid for 
Karachi only." 
"V isa not va lid 
for Can tt. Ar· 

cas". 1\'lcrcifully, the visa a lso said: 
"Exempted from Police Reporting"! 
I suppose the Indian government too 
has such restrictions on Pakistanis 
trave llin g to Indi a . The state of 
mistru st is so intense that after we 
had had our baggage ch ec ked by 
Indian securi ty and cus toms atSahar, 
we found three Pakistani security 
personnel (two men and a woman) 
who had accompanied the PIA plane 
fro m 1\a rac hi , w:1 iting on th e ae ro­
brid~c out s ide th e entrance to the 
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plane, doing a double check of our 
bags! Wonder if Indian Airlines 
returns the 'favour' for Pakistanis 
travelling to India? 

Warm Welcome 
I would rate Karachi airport as 

being better than any we have in 
India · the Indira Gandhi Interna­
tional airport included. Hence when 
we landed at Karachi airport, I truly 
felt I was in a foreign land. We were 
received with much warmth by our 
hosts from the Jang group, who were 
on hand to receive us and we were 
spared the rigours of immigration 
and customs. 

Once out of the airport and 
during the drive into the city, that 
feeling of being in a foreign land soon 
disappeared . The people did not look 
different. The accents were similar 
· construction activity everywhere 
with debris strew around; men fer­
tilising walls; their drivers having 
as much regard f'or traffic lights as 
our drivers . It was like being in one 
of our northern cities. And they have 
their yuppies too. A drive, later that 
day, through areas like Clifton to· 
wards the beach , on l.hc other hand, 
reminded me of Riyadh ·bungalows 
behind high walls. Their newly 
constructed shopping malls arc 
patterned on the lines of the Zuk in 
Saudi Arabia. Karachi , at least the 
elite areas, seemed to want to copy 
Riyadh with its rich and the very 
rich . 

Fathers of the Two Nations 
We had arrived on 11th Septem­

ber which was the '19th death an­
niversary nf.Jinnah . The papers were 
full of comments and est imat es of hi s 
contribution in the creation of Pa­
kistan (l'he Pakistanis refer toJinnah 
their 'father of the nation' as' Qu.aicl­
e-i\zam' a title reportedly con!"irmed 
on him by Mahatma Gan!lhi and re!"er 
to India's 'father of the nation' as Mr. 
M. 1\.. Gandhi who we re!"er to a s 
Mahatma Gandhi and to Pakistan's 
'father of the nation ' as 1\lr. M. i\. 
Jinnnh !). Pakistani newspapers were 
full of tributes [.o their found er , SpCCU· 
lat.ion on who I hor l'art.il ion was 
in evitable and lO \\'Ondoring d' l 'a · 
kis lan's pos t-founding years wo uld 

have been different had Jinnah lived 
a few more years in stead of dying 
a year after he found ed Pakis tan. It 
was refreshing to read 'the other side'. 

The Seminar 
Half-pa ge advertisements of the 

scm inar had obviously attracted the 
attention of the English-reading 
public of Karachi bccuase the semi­
nar turned out to be an impress ive 
affair with over a 100 participants. 
It wa ·more a symposium with pres­
entations followed by questions and 
answers. The participants consisted 
of representatives of voluntary or­
ganisations, a generous sprinking of 
retired pe rsons from the armed forces 
and the bureaucracy, businessmen, 
persons from the world oflcttcrs and 
academics. 

The theme was divided into four 
sessions: 
(!) The Present. State of Civil So­

ciety 
(2) Civil Socioly and Pulit.ical!lnsl.i­

t.utional Change 
(3) Information Dissemination and 

Popular Culture 
(-1) Civil Society and Conflict Reso­

lution . 

Civil Society & Freedom 
They participants were quite 

articulate and, cvidcn tly they enjoyed 
the freedom to talk without having 
to look over their shoulder. In fact 
the Pakistanis have an additional 
reason to celebrate the 50th anni­
versary of the founding of Pakistan 
· the restoration of civil society. It 
must be remembered that over thirty 
of the last f"i.ft.y years have been under 
military rule . Yet more than one 
person I spok e lo was not willing to 
bet that the armed forces had re­
turned permanently to the barracks. 
And everywhere there was sneaking 
and sometimes open admiration for 
Indian democracy, and despite the 
many defects, its vibrancy. 

The Kashmir Issue 
Th e firin !; across the uorder 

app eared In hav e had Iii t le impnel , 
at least on the pari icipnnts at. t.he 
seminar, for there were few rcf'er­
cncns lo il.. On I he ollwr hand . liHH·n 
wen! IIIII II)' quosl ions on l\nshrn ir. 
13arring on e or I wo who made s hrill 
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noises, not at all in keeping with the 
general mood of the participants , there 
was little jingois m. Repeatedly , the 
point was made that as the bigger 
brother India had not only to be more 
generous but more understa nding. 
India they pointed had failed to keep 
her pro mi. ·c of I cUing the people of 
Ka shmir decide their own future . 
When I recalled that the liberal 
.Swatantra Party, (which , alas, was 
cu rrcn tly fighting in the Bombay I ligh 
Court for its right to be registered 
without having to swear loyalty to 
socialism) had in the 'sixties taken 
the stand that the promise of plebi­
sc ite should be honoured; that if the 
1\ashmiris decided to be independ­
ent, then its independence should be 
guaranteed by both India and Pa­
kistan and that the two countries 
should form a confederation, there 
were severed nods of approval from 
the participants. 

Nods of Approval 
lf the responses of the partici­

pants reflected the opinion of the 
educated class of Karachi, then mood 
is not so much anger with India as 
disappointment that being a democ­
racy and not in the grip of the 
miliitary, we could have shown far 
more maturity and magnanimity than 
those who ruled Pakistan by fiat. 
1\ashmir issue be kept aside while 
we get on with cooperation in other 
areas such as trade and cultural ex· 
change. Again there were many in 
the audience who nodded in approval. 
So was it when we suggested that 
wanted visas be abolished. 

Another issue that appeared to 
concern llwm con.·idcrably was the 
demolition of the Babri Masj id. 

Babri Masjid 
Almost everyone present had a 

brother or a cousin or a grandfather 
or a sister or some relative in some 
part of India generally, at least insofar 
as the group at this seminar was 
concern ed , in Uttar Pradesh . So there 
were many questions about the 13abri 
Masj id. While they werenotsurpriscd 
with the attitude of the 13haratiya 
,Jarwla Party, they were surprised 
ll1111 ll1o Con~rm;s l'Hrl.y wlru:h was 
then in power allowed it lu happen . 
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Empowerment of the 
Civil Society 

Civil Society in Pakistan, stunted 
by years of army rule, is trying to 
find its feet. The secular content of 
the public dialogue is encouraging. 
There were oblique references to the 
Mohajir Quami l'vlovement which had 
resulted in considerable violence in 
Karachi . For instance, one speaker 
from Pakistan observed that the state 
in Pakistan remained all pervas ive 
and civil society could not grow 
beca use of that. "The Pakistani state 
did not encourage pluralism because 
that would have altered the power 

equations. Pressure is building in 
Pakistan to cut the role of the state 
and empower civil society. Effective 
local particiption is the key." 

Another speaker, a philosop hy 
teacher sai d that if a state is founded 
on the bas is of an ideology , it would 
necessarily become coercive. 

Growing Civil Society 
On the other hand, he found 

reason to be optimistic about the 
growth of civil society in Pakistan. 
"The demographic slruclu re is chang­
ing very rapidly . A population shift 
has made it possible to talk about 

issues relating to civil society. La­
bour is no longer bonded. And the 
number of voluntary groups is 
amazing . .Moreover, judicial activism 
is a very pos itive sign. The hold of 
the feudals is also diss ipating." 

This initiative of the Friedrich­
Naumann-Stiftung and the Jang 
Group is a good beginning. If the 
people, not only of the two countries 
but also others in the subcontinent, 
continue to keep talking to each other, 
it will not be long before politcians 
get the message and follow suit. 

Citizen's Pledge on the 50th Anniversary of India's Independence 
Your July-September issue - Fifty Years After ... was, perhaps the best issue I have read for a long time. 

No right thinking person would deny that our most important objectives are freedom from abject poverty, hunger, illiteracy, ill health 
due to preventable diseases, poor sanitation, corruption and nepotism, socio-economic and religious/ethnic inequalities, unemployment and 
under-employment. Needless to say, all political parties should unhesitatingly support the eradication of these ills facing our country. Let 
every citizen, therefore, regardless of his/ her cultural, political, economic, religious or ethnic points of view, take a pledge and vow to 
implement the following 12 commandments of a Minimum Needs Programme. The younger generation and women in particular should 
take this up as a crusade so that we as Indians can hold our heads high rather than bury them in shame! 

12 Commandments of a Minimum Needs Programme 
(1) Let each one of us, teach one or more to read, write, understand and think for themselves. Simultaneously, we should spread an 

awareness "of cleanliness, sanitation, and the knowledge that prevention is better than cure. 
(2) Corruption starts with us. People are prepared to pay, so as to take the easy way out. If we do not succumb to this habit, but 

rather expose and fight malpractices of all kinds, corruption is bound to decrease. Let us suppor t and honour those who believe 
and practise the old axiom , 'honesty is the best policy'. 

(3) Do not exploit the poor and illiterate. Teach and encourage them to learn a trade, so that they have an opportunity to earn their 
living honestly and with dignity. 

(4) Create an awareness and encourage those who want to limit the size of their family. Show them the advantages of a small family 
not only for themselves, but also for the country. Today, the uncontrolled increase in population is placing a strain on our resources 
and nullyifying the economic and social progress we have made. 

(5) Encourage and practise equality amongst sexes, in all spheres of day to day life. Expose and fight discrimination against women. 
(6) All religions profess love and respect for mankind. Expose and fight against those who plant seeds of discord and create hatred 

amongst people of different faiths and beliefs. 
(7) Do not discriminate against the handicapped or consider them inferior for no fault of their own - encourage them to be useful 

and dignified citizens. 
(8) Respect, help and cooperate with neighbouring countries - after all, their hopes and aspirations are more or less the same as ours. 

Let us live in peace and harmony. 
(9) Development can and should t11ke place without poll11tion , 11nd the destruction of our environment. We must learn to live in harmony 

with Nature. 
(10) The resources of our planet are limited. We should suppress our greed and limit our needs to only essential physical and material 

possessions. Let us not live for today, but ensure the legacy of a better and sustainable world for our children. 
(11) Democracy can only survive if the average citizen takes an active interest in politics. Citizens must utilise their votes for an honest 

and upright candidate. An awareness should also be created against corrupt, dishonest and hpower hungry candidtes, so that they 
are not elected. Unfortunately, money gets more votes today, and with this knowledge, the intellectuals and middle class do not 
care to exercise their vote or take an interest in politics. This apathy should be foresaken and votes should be made to count. 
Help the local administration to improve the quality of life in cities, towns and villages, and make democracy work for all . 

(12) Although our warehouses are bulging with grain, a large amount is destroyed by rodents and rots, due to improper storage, while 
millions of unfortunate citizens go hungry. A proper food distribution system should be implemented so that good quality grains at 
affordable prices are available to those who need it most , in all corners of our country. These hungry people would be willing to 
work to earn their quota of daily bread . 

On this, the golden anniversary of our Independence, let every citizen accept the challenge of working towards a better tomorrow. Actions 
speak louder than words . If every individual takes a small step in the right direction, united we c11n f11ce the next millenium with confidence 

and prid e. 
Sam Dalal, Pune 
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THE MIND OF THE INDIAN 
CIVIL SERVICE by Clive De w ey; 
First Indian Edition, Oxford 
University Press, New D elhi ; 
1996;pp.305;Rs. 495. 

Reviewed by 
Professor S. V. Kogekar 

The Indian Civil Service (ICS) 
was regarded as the steel frame of 
the structure of government under 
British rule in India from 1858 to 
1947. Long dis tance from hom e a nd 
the bewildering variety of geographi­
cal condi tions as well as bnguagcs 
and cultures in an immense sub­
continent put to test the character 
and capacities of this elite cadre of 
civilian oiTicers. This indeed wa~ wha t 
used to be described as Britain's 
civ ilian army of occupation in India. 
Its members ensured the continu­
ance of Britis h rul e for a l mo~t a 
century. Though ultimately respon­
sib le to the British Pa rliament., as 
the "me n on the spot" they cxcrc i ~ed 
tremendous authority a nd fr eedom 
in dec is ion-making and in action . In 
course of t im e th ey formulated their 
ow n methods or dea lin g wil h ali<~ n 

subj ect::;. 

On I he ba~i s of I heir norms and 
practices a whole Anglo-Indi an way 
of life was evolved for mainta in in g 
distance from the nalivcs which ~orne 
lik<~d . oth ers adopi.<HI and y< ~t oth er~ 

BOOK REVIEWS 
fi ercely resen ted. Th ere arc several 
volumes published in the form of 
memoirs, personal interpretat ions of 
policies and their consequences etc. 
written by giJtcd members of this all 
pow erful service after retiremen t. 

Th e book under rev iew, how· 
ever, falls in a dil'fcrcnt category. It 
docs not sr.t out to piece together a 
history of what the ICS did or did 
not do. It is rath er a n exp loration 
of the ideas which g uid ed their 
policies and actions and the sources 
from which those ideas were de rived; 
these latte r included parents, fam· 
ily , teachers, univ ers ity professors, 
philosophers and thinkers who de­
te rmined the prevailing climate of 
opinion in whieh the civilia ns were 
brought up. 

Over a long period of pa tient 
search for the source material for 
this work , the author co uld lay his 
hands on as ·complete a se t of docu­
ments as he could hope for , in re­
spect of two distin guish ed members 
of th e civil serv ice. Accordin g to the 
author, a historian himself, his cmpi· 
rical study of the voluminous ma te· 
rial collected by him about the two 
civilians, wh eth er representative of 
the whole ::;c rvicc or not, shows the 
close connection the re is between 
ideas (acquired at the age of 25 and 
rarely rev ised thereafter) and actions , 
consciously or unconsciously under­
taken . 

In order to express the scope 
and content of the book aptly , its 
Litle needs lobe qualified in allcast 
three rc;;pccts. In the first place, the 
book does not really speak of the 
Indian Civi l Serv ice as a wh ole. On 
the eve of our Indepen dence, this 
Service comprising a thousand odd 
members had within its ra nks about 
fifty percent I ndinns who arc excluded 
from its purview except for a few 
marg inal com ments on tlw pace and 
progress of lnclianisation. It dea ls only 
with the British component of tha t 
Se rvice. 

Second ly, the book deals wilh 
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the socia l background, education a nd 
attitudes of only those memb ers who 
joined the Service before th e First 
World War wh en "Empire" evoked 
n sense of duty and loyalty to a 
na tional ideal. After the First World 
\Var ideas of democracy and racial 
equali ty took possession of the minds 
of the younger generation in Brit­
ai n. Th e new generation did not show 
the old fervour for empire-building 
and was not much inter ested in 
joining the I CS. 

Thirdly, the mind of the Indian 
Civi l Serv ice is sought to be laid bare 
on the bas is of a study of the atti· 
tudes and achicvcmen ts of two mem­
bers of the Service who, according 
to th e a uthor, represent two extreme 
views of India and Indians. The rest 
of thei r fellow civilians fall some­
where between these extremes, some 
inclin ed to follow the one or th e other 
in little bits here and there , while 
olh crs not showing much interes t, 
beyond the formal call of duty , in the 
larger issues of human relationships. 
Indeed quite a few were simply bored 
by the forlorn life which they had 
to lead in alien surroundings but 
somehow adjusted themselves to the 
boredom till the day of deliv erance. 
Tha t day came on ~omplction of 25 
years of se rvice permitting one to 
retire voluntarily on full pension and 
go back to civilisa tion and a more 
congenial way of life! 

The two civilians selected for 
detai led study are Frank Lugard 
Bray nc (1882-1952) and Malcolm 
Darling (1880- 19G9). The main reason 
why these two were so se lected seems 
to be the existence of a large volume 
of writings, le tters, notes, memo· 
randa , diaries , etc. written by them 
to their wives, friends and relatives 
recording various aspects of their lives 
in India · left behind by them and 
which could be made avaiJai.Jlc to the 
a u lhor. This, in addition to their 
published writin gs, provided a mine 
of authentic information on their 
thou~hts , actions , experiences , 
obs<~rvations and rellecLion s. 
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~~ piritual is not an anti-thesis 

of material advance; it only 

negatives the materialistic outcome 

which is the end of existence. 

- Sri J<. M. Munshi. 
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Though they r eprese nt two 
extreme schoo ls of thou ght v iz., 
'Gospect of Uplift' (Brayne) and the 
'Cult of Friendship ' (Darling), there 
is surpris ingly much simi larity be­
tween their fami ly and ed ucational 
bac kgrounds. Both came from s uc­
cessful profess ional fam ilies in the 
upper middle class steeped in the 
Victorian belief in the continuity of 
British prosperity and the underly­
ing acceptance of"Empire". Both had 
a good public school education fol­
lowed by graduation from well-known 
colleges of the University of Cam­
bridge wh ere they won merit schol­
arships. Both joined th e I CS in the 
early yea rs of the present century 
and retired from the Punjab cadre 
after 3G years of se rvice. Brayne's 
evangelical upbringing gave him his 
sense of miss ion ; his approach to work 
being a blend of paternalism and self­
help. He was keenly consc ious of the 
moral superiority of the British rulers 
who, h e though t, must brin g about 
the uplift of a fall en, stupid, lethar­
gic people. He wished to set up a 
model for the rest of the officia ls in 
terms ofhis own efforts for the upl ift 
of the Indian J·>easan t.ry. No cioubt 

ever assailed his mind as to the 
appropriateness and efficacy of those 
efforts as in the much puLlicised 
Gurgaon exper im en t. In social life 
he easi ly fell in line with the Anglo­
Indian way of life and kept a loof from 
his Indian subj ects. 

Darling on the other hand, was 
a humanis t. He dis liked his fellow 
countrymen who assumed s uperior 
airs against Indians . He was gener­
ally more friendly with Indians and 
did not hes itate to soc ially mix with 
Indians- even those in urban a reas, 
much to the chagrin of his brother 
ofTicers. Offic ia l posting brought him 
in close contact wi th the Maratha 
ruler of Dewas (Sr.) who was un der 
his tute lage for some time and they 
became great fri ends. Darling be­
lieved that friendship would enable 
Indians and Britishers to work to­
gether in partnership th ereby mak­
ing - "Empire" to le rable and 
progress ive. His fri end E. M. Forster, 
the write r, could not fai l to observe 
how most other civi lians were op­
posed to cu ltivating such friendship . 

As the Gurgaon experiment 
based entirely on ofJicial action proved 

a comp lete failure , so clid Darling's 
cul t of friendship which mea nt dif­
fer ent th ings to Indians and Eng­
lishmen. To Indians true friends were 
tota l partisans, providing total sup­
port wh eth er it was right or wrong; 
to Englishmen it was primarily a 
matter limited to common interests 
a nd personal rapport. According to 
the copious documentary evidence 
presented and interpreted by the 
author, which of these two views 
(Brayne's and Darling's) prevailed 
depended on the support they de­
riv ed from the predominant form of 
socia l thought at home. Each gen­
eration of civilians, he concludes, took 
the i.n tellectual fashions of their youth 
out to the East and spent the rest 
of th eir liv es putting them into 
practice Q.E.D. 

PROF. S. V. J(OG E f(AR is a professor of 
politi cal science. He retired a s Principal 
of Fergusson College, Pune. 
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CLIVE DEWEY teaches his­
tory at the University of Lancaster, 
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the economic and cultural history 
of modern India. 
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TIBET: A REALITY, M. G. 
Chitkara, Ashish Publishing 
House, New Delhi;1996;pp.179; 
R s .250. 

~ TIBET: 

' A Reality 
~ M.G. OIITKARA 
~ 

introduction by 

> H.H. nNZINGYATSO 
:x> Thr~O.WIAN 

~ --:;e 

Reviewed by 
Maj.Gen. (Retd.) E. D'Souza 

M. G. Chitkara, an ex-Advocate 
General of Himachal Pradesh , being 
a legal luminary, takes up causes. 
His work , Corruption 'N' Cure was 
reviewed earlier in Freedom First. 
He now turns to the inju stices per­
petrated on Tibet by China. Ar; in 
his previous work , he has delved 
deeply into this problem of consid­
erable importance to India; this is 
evident from the number of refer­
ences at the end of each of the ten 
Chapters and the Select Bibliogra­
phy of the G9 books and articles he 
has consulted. And the net has been 
cast wide. 

As Chitkara himself says in th e 
Epilogue: "I have tried to coll ect and 
exhibit the realities concerning the 
land a nd the people. Th e facts speak 
for themselves. The purpose of my 
studies has been craving for seeking 
the truth in the prescnlcontcxt. China 
has its own great histor ical record 
and image. The events which look 
place in Tibet and China since t.imc 
immemorial arc a tes timony to the 
fact that if there is peace in this 
reg ion, the wor ld would be hnppi er. 
If the material mad1} availabh! in the 
pre:;t:nt olume help s in resto rin g 
peace, goodwi ll , mu tua l understand-

ing and co-operation in this region , 
I shall consider my labour amply 
rewarded . 17w facts incorporated in 
the booh are more the contribution 
and finding of the great authorities 
on the subject who have been quoted 
invariably and (or whom I have great 
reverence". There can be no dispute 
on what Chitkara says and the 
importance of this region is borne out 
by the furore created in mainla nd 
China when the Dala i Lama visited 
Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

This h andly little publication 
gives one, in a nutsh ell , the history 
of Tibet, from 2000 years ago un til 
today. As Justice Vyom Prakash 
Gup ta says in his foreword : "The 
moment Tibet is free an d independ­
ent country, it will be a zone of peace, 
and India shall then be in a position 
to gradually utilize more budget for 
its development (s ic) ... " One won­
ders whether this is so. China has 
a lways considered itself the 'Middle 
Kingdom'; it is unlikely therefore it 
will ever give up its claim to Tibet, 
or for that matter, to other areas 
along our borders, which it considers 
its own . This was implied by the 
Chinese Consul General in Mumbai, 
when he was posed the question of 
claims of Chinese suzerainty along 
the MacMohan Lin e. Thus , the issue 
is a very live one and we , in India, 
cannot afford to be complacent about 
it. 

In an unusual departure from 
tradition, this volume carries, in 
addition to a Foreword and Acknowl­
edgement, what the author terms as 
'The Contribution ' by Ba ns i Ra m 
Sharma , Ph .D., form er Sec re tary , 
Himachal Academy of Arts, Cul ture 
and La n g u ages . In a s hor t 
backgrounder on Tibet, past and 
present, Bansi Rum Sharma hopes 
that this book will motivate the reader 
and policy makers to delve deeply 
into this vexing problem, so as to 
hav e a more bal anced approach 'to­
wards the su ffering masses of this 
region' . 

There is a lso a preview by Vij ay 
1\ranli of New Delhi , whoeomm " n<is 
Chi tkara for creating fre ~h int e res t 
in this strategica lly important region 
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to India. He rightly says that we 
have tended to become complacent 
as a r esult of the Sino-American 
detent.e, a position which we cannot 
afford to take, as the occupation of 
Tibet has brought 'direct a nd per­
manent pressures on India - h er 
sec uri ty and her nat iona l economy'. 
This writer had occasion to face the 
Chinese Red Army during the 1865 
war when China moved troops to the 
Sikkim watershed border in a threat· 
ening posture to relieve pressure on 
Yahya Khan's hard pressed troops 
on the Western front. Let us be clear 
in our mind that no pious hopes of 
Hindi Chini bhai-bhai should ever 
lull us in to complacency. And this 
book is a timely reminder that we 
should not. 

His Holiness The Dalai Lama, 
in the brief introduction in Chapter 
1, makes it abundantly clear in his 
imp asisoned appeal that 'the Tibetan 
people yearn to be free once more, 
to develop culturally, intellectually, 
economically and spiritually' . In the 
present scenario, this is a mirage, 
a dream. But pressure could be 
brough t on the Chinese for Tibetan 
autonomy. His Holiness sees Tibet 
as a sanctuary of peace in the heart 
of Ar;ia. The Dalai Lama describes 
Chitkara's book as a 'fitting example 
of not only friendly concern , but also 
support for the rights and principles 
we all require' . 

The basic and underlying theme 
of this book is the open display of 
repress ion of a people and their age 
old cullure of non violence, and the 
blatant tran sgress ion of hum a n 
rights. Th e res t of the world pays 
lip sympathy for the people of Tibet, 
for China is a major ma rket for the 
West. Chitkara exposes the reader 
to the contentment of the Tibetans, 
based on their religious beliefs, the 
succession of Da lai Lamas, a glimpse 
into the mysteries of the re ligious 
beliefs, the traditional Indo-Tibetan 
cu ltura l affi nity based on Gautama 
Buddha , and th e concept of democ­
racy as viewed by Tibetans in exile 
in India . But that is not a ll . Chitkara 
traces Chmcse prcfidy over the years, 
and spe lls out the Chinese determi-
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nation to impose its hegemonistic rule 
over Tibet, and des troy all ve:>tiges 
of Tibetan cu lture. And th e raison 
d'elre? The uranium depos its neces­
sary for China's nuclear program me, 
and a strategic base for nuclear 
missiles and nuclear bombers. He 
correctly comes to the conclus ion that 
this desolate and remote land of peace 
will be used as a dumping ground 
for nuclear waste. 

Th e author has given us an 
ins ight into the tradition of the Dalai 
Lamas, from the firs t Gedun Trupp a 
in 1391 to the present Dalai Lama, 
Tcnzen Gyatso, enthroned in 1935. 
In doing so, the methodology or the 
Tibetan Calendar is explained. Why 
Tibet is an ancient land is evident 
from the chronology , which begins 
in 127 BC when the Yarlung Dy­
nasty was established, un til 19G2 
when China attacked India. A first 
hand account of the infamous Agree­
ment between the Central People's 
Government of China and the Local 
GovernmentofTibet signed in Beijing 

on May 23, 1952, is reproduced as 
an Appendix sans the Preamble. 

To a China and Tibet watcher, 
this handy li ttle book is well worth 
the inv estment, though the editing 
and proof reading are wanting. 

MAJ. GEN. (RETO.) E. D'SOUZA, PVSM, 
is a regular contributor to Fl"eedom Fil"sl. 
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M. G. CHITKARA was born in 
1932 at Bannu NWFP, now in Paki­
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from Punjab University, Chandigarh, 
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J. R. D. Tata's 
Guiding Principles 

I do not consider myself to be an 'illustrious 
personality' but only an ordinary business man 
and citizen who has tried to make the best of 
his opportunities to adva nce the cause of India's 
industrial and economic development. Any such 

.J.R.D.Tata guiding principles I might unconscious ly have 
had in my life can be summarised as follows : 

That nothing worthwhile is ever achieved without deep thought 
and h a rd work ; 

That one must think for oneself and never accept at their fa ce 
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JOURNALISM, PROBLEMS AND 
PERSONALITIES by D. Anjaue­
yulu; Vavilla Ramaswamy Sast­
rulu and Sons, 26, Ramanuja lyer 
Street, Chennai 21; 1997; pp. 164; 
Rs.80. 

., 
D. Anjaneyulu 

VA VILLAS 

AUTHOR AS ARTIST, D. 
Aujaueyuln, Emerald Publishers, 
135, Anna Salai, Chennai 2; 1997; 
pp.96; Rs.50. 

AUTHOR AS 
ARTIST 

ESSAYS IN APPRECIATION 

0 ANJANEYULU 

EMERALD 
P U II ll SHE R S 

Reviewed by 
Dr. R. Srinivasan 

The house of Vavilla should be 
congratulated for entering into pub­
lishing once again. Once a formida­
ble name in publishing books in 
Telugu, Sanskrit and Tamil they had 
set high standards for publishing and 
popularising the classics and keep­
ing in print titles which were not 
profitable. After practically ceasing 
publishing, they have once agairi 
resumed their useful activities and 
have done well in printing 
Anjaneyulu's book on Journalism. 

One of the seniors in the pro­
fession , his book should be of im­
mense benefit to students enteri ng 
courses on journalism, th e average 
reader as well to practicisi ng jour­
nalis ts. This book is essentially a 
recapitulation of the craft ofjournal­
isrn, its values, of the people who 
contributed to it with a sense of 
religious fervour at a time when the 
newspaper ruled supreme with the 
TV or the Video yet to be invented 
and the wireless still was only for 
the well-to-do. He recapitulates days 
when journa li sm was a perilous 
profession and many just managed 
to jog on with totally inadequate 
emoluments. lle recalls the names 

of many who were titans in the field . 

The first section looks into some 
of the issues relating to journalism 
and reiterates insights that can never 
be stressed too often but which are 
increasingly being flouted in our 
country. The second section narrates 
the lives and careers of the great 
names in Indian and Western jour­
nalism. A<; a committed liberal jour­
nalist it is only to be expected that 
the author should have a chapter 
each on A G. Gardiner and Walter 
Lippmann. Lippmann's name is 
imperishable. 

It is quite likely that Gardiner, 
beloved of educated Indians of an 
earlier decade is forgotten in the land 
of birth itself, inspite of Lord Robbins 
(his son-in-law) being once an emi· 
nent figure in the LSE. One wishes 
that the author had similar studies 
on both H. W. Massingham and on 
Nevinson, the two great lights of 
English Liberalism, Journalists of a 
calibre f~tr superior to Gardiner. Along 
with C. P. Scott, these two remained 
steaclfast in their commitment to lib­
era l vnlu cs and to the indcpcnclcncc 
of subj ect nation s. Th ei r bnltle was 
continued by H. N. Brai lsford in a 
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later decade and by Basi.! Davidson 
today. 

The author has a number of 
valuable chapters on the great names 
of Indian journalism (C. Y. 
Ch intamani, Kasturi Srinivasan, N. 
Raghunathan, S. Rangaswamy, K. 
Rama Rao, M.C. etc.) They were not 
only journalists with high profes­
sional standards but were ardent 
nationalists too and each played an 
important role in raising standards 
of probity in public life. It is com­
mendable that the author has reca· 
pitulated for the benefit of readers, 
the yeoman service rendered by 
people in language journalism. Both 
Mutnuri Krishna Rao and Narla were 
innovators in Telugu journalism and 
they were responsible for educating 
whole generations of readers in val­
ues, generations which would have 
remained ignorant but for their pio­
neering service to the cause. The book 
is dedicated to K Iswara Dutt whose 
centenary falls this year and whose 
memory needs to be kept fresh . 

Author as Artist is a book of 
enthusiasm. It is a collection of essays 
celebrating a number of writers as 
varied as Isaac Bashevis Singer and 
Manjori S. Iswaran . Some of the 
names commemorated are hardly 
known to the present generation and 
in writing on the services of people 
like N. Raghunathan and Frank 
Moraes the author has done a signal 
service to the world ofletters. If public 
memory is short then it is the duty 
of the well informed to remind oth­
ers of some of the eminences in the 
world of letters. In this, Anjaneyu lu 
succeeds admirably. 

DR. R. SUINIVASAN is professor of politics 
(rctd.) and Associate Editor of Freedom 
Fi,-st. 

About the Author 

D. ANJANEYULU is author, jour­
nalist and critic. His published works 
include: Window to The West (a trav­
elogue on Soviet Russia and Europe). 
He saw service with The Indian Ex­
press and The Hindu; was Informa­
tion Officer with the Press Information 
Bureau . 

Dr. Anjaneyulu was Associate 
Editor of TRIVENI Quarterly. 
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INDIAN SOCIETY THROUGH 
PERSONAL WRITINGS, by M. N. 
Srinivas; Oxford University 
Press; Delhi;pp.256;Rs.395. 

Reviewed by 
Dr. Dhirendra Narain 

This book is a collection of essays 
by the famous Indian sociologist and social 
anthropologist, Professor M. N. Srinivas. 
The book very appropriately begins with 
an autobiographical essay, '' Itineraries of 
an Indian Anthropologist". Srinivas de­
scribes his decision to move to Bombay 
from Mysore, to study under the famous 
sociologist, the late Professor G. S. Ghurye, 
University ofBombay. After obtaining M.A. 
(by dissertation) and Ph.D. degrees, working 
under the guidance of Ghurye, Srinivas 
decided to go to Oxford, to do another 
Ph.D. there. He worked under the late 
Professor A. R. Radcliff-Brown, a world 
f.1mous anthropologist. Srinivas gives a 
very interesting account of his student life 
in Bombay and in England, of his trou­
blesome relationship with Ghurye and of 
the intellectual atmosphere at Oxford. An 
alumnus of the same institution as Srini vas 
(Bombay School of Economics and So­
ciology), and a doctoral student of the 
same teacher as his (G. S. Ghurye), I would 
have gladly devoured many more pages 
on this subject. One is grateful to Srinivas 
for giving us such a frank picture of his 
adult student days. 

Srinivas's decision to give up a career 
at Oxford and move to M. S. University, 
B:~roda . to start a new department of 
Sociology, must be described as heroic. 
It certainly was a most courageous deci-
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sion. I wonder how many will make such 
a move even today, leave alone in 1951, 
when Srinivas did. We must publicly record 
our gratitude to Srinivas for deciding to 
return to India. It has undoubtedly en­
riched our intellectual life and I dare say, 
it has done good to Srinivas. He later 
moved to Delhi University in 1959 and 
succeeded in establishing the more pres­
tigious department of Sociology in the 
country, appropriately named, the Advanced 
Centre in Sociology by the U.G.C., the 
only advanced Centre in Sociology in India. 
Srinivas moved to the Institute of Eco­
nomic and Social Change, Bangalore, in 
1972, as its joint director. The institute 
was established by the late Dr. V. K. R. 
Y. Rao, after his political career came to 
an end. Rao invited Srinivas to Bangalore. 
Rao had earlier visited him to Delhi when 
he was the Vice-Chancellor there. Having 
known both Ghurye and Rao, I am struck 
by the similarities in their personalities. 
It is curious that both Ghurye and Rao 
should have alfcctcd Srinivas's career so 
decisive ly though he came to grief with 
both men. As far as Ghurye i~ concerned, 
Srinivas had no real choice. He had to 
choose Ghurye, for Ghul)'e was peerless. 
But he let himself be ' seduced' twice by 
Rao. Why? Any regrets? Srinivas has his 
fourth job in the new institute at Bangalore. 
Clearly, a full length autobiography is in 
place. 

After an interesting essay on 
Bangalore, there arc two lengthy essays 
on disputes in Rampura, the village in 
South India that Srinivas has extensively 
studied and on which he has published 
a full-length book, The Remembered 
Village . The book won the first G. S. Ghurye 
Award as the best book of the year in 
Sociology/ Anthropology. Together, the two 
essays nm into 64 pages. The accounts 
arc much too long and much too detailed 
to interest a general reader. Students of 
Anthropology and of village life in India 
may find them interesting. Though not in 
the category of the general reader, I found 
it difficult to go through them. Frankly, 
I had to skip here and there to reach the 
end of the essays. Sadly, there is no general 
statement on the role of conflict in social 
life, something one has a right to expect 
from a scholar of Srinivas 's stature. He 
remains trapped in the particularities of 
Rampura. Occasionally, Srinivas permits 
himself a general statement. 
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Writing on friendship in the inter­
esting essay, "The Quality of Social 
Relations", he adds, on page 179, " ... 
friendship connoted intimacy in England 
while in Rampura (as in rural India 
everywhere), brotherhood conveyed inti­
macy". (author's parenthesis; italis mine). 
Again, "a sense of humour was an integral 
part of Indian village life even though 
anthropological studies show no evidence 
of it. (p. l8G). Before discussing details of 
folk-level religion in Rampura, Srinivas 
devotes a few paragraphs to religion, in 
general. The last piece in the book, 
"Farewell", (it is too brief to be called an 
essay) is most interesting, giving us many 
glimpses of the close and personal rela­
tionships Srinivas had developed with the 
villagers - rich and poor, high and low, 
old and young. It is moving to see so much 
of honest emotion for the author on display, 
not for the sake of anything, but just for 
the joy of showing their feelings. 

Finally, a word about the title of the 
book. An author has the right to choose 
an attractive title. In the present case, I 
humbly suggest that the title is a vast 
exaggeration. No-where has Indian soci­
ety, in its bigness and totality, in its pail­
Indian diversity and complexity, in its 
continuities and discontinuities been 
explored. It is not fair to criticise an author 
for his omissions - no author can escape 
criticism. But when acts of commission, 
as tile title here, invite criticism for omission, 
the author must accept it. Need we tell 
Prof. Srinivas that Rampura is not India, 
nor is an Indian village India writ large? 

DR. DHIHENDRA NAHAIN is retired 
Professor and Head of the Department o£ 
Sociology, University o£ llombay. 

About the Author 

M. N. SRINIVAS, FBA is Chair­
man, Institute of Social and Eco­
nomic Change, Bangalore. He was 
formerly the Head of the Depart­
ment of Sociology, University of 
Delhi and J .R.D .Tata Visiting Pro­
fessor at the National Institute of 
Advanced Studies (NIAS) . He is 
the author of The Remembered Vil­
lage, The Dominant Caste and 
Other Essays, On Living in a 
Revolution and Other Essays. 



OUR MISSION 

First speaks for the silent majority - the majority 
that wants to be left in peace to pursue its goal of improving its 
quality of life, but has been suffering in silence, the indignities 
heaped on it by insensitive governments who have arrogated to 
themselves the right to decide what is good for the people. In the 
process, the whole country has been turned into a cesspool of 
corruption. Public morality and character have reached an all­
time low. 

Freedom First affirms _that much of the unrest and ferment in 
our society is a direct result of excessive State intervention in the 
day-to-day lives of our people. 'While the people's initiative has 
been stified, the economy is in shambles. 7he journal believes that 
while India needs a strong government that ensures the rule of 
law, what India does not need is a meddlesome government - the 
system so far that has led to impoverishment, insecurity and 
instability. 

Freedom First therefore stands for minimum government and 
maximum freedom, tempered by a sense of individual responsibility, 
in which the people's ·genius has ·a fair opportunity to develop and 
grow. 

Freedom First rejects any ideology, movement or policy that 
sets one group of citi:lens against another, be it based on class, 
caste, religion or envy. 

·------------- Subscribe Today ----------·-·· 1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

To, 
Freedom Fllrst, 
3rd Floor, Army & Navy Building, 
148, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
Mumbai 400 001. 

I wish to enter a Subscription and enclose my cheque• 
in favour of Freedom First. 
(Please lype or wrile in block l ~tlers) 

I NAME:. _____________ _ 
I ADDRESS :. _____________ _ 

I 
I 
I 

_________ PIN : ______ _ 

I 
•subscriptions can also be sent by MO/DD. No Postal Orders 
please. On outstation cheques, please add Rs.lO for bank 
charges). 

I 
I 
I 

For Subscribers in India 

0 Life Subscription · Rs .500 

0 3 Yea rs' Subscription · Rs .l25 

0 2 Years' Suuscription . Rs. 90 

0 Annual Subscription - Rs.50 

Single Cupy : fb. l ::i 

For Overseas Subscribers I 
•• (By Second Class Airmail) I 

Amma l 

$10 

£7 

Life I 
I 

$loo I 
£70 I 

I 
I 
I 

·---------------------------------------· 



AIRJ;REIGH:f liMITED 
Meets ~II Your Transportation Needs 
From Door to Door Across the World ,. 

An enterprise with over 80 offices in India. 

DOMESTIC EXPRESS 
CARGO 

IND1Rt4VELS 
TRAVEL & TOURS 

CARGO 
AIR &OCEAN 
FORWARDING 

Regd. Office: Neville House, Currimbhoy Road , Ballard Estate, Bombay 400038. 
. . ' 

To ~ontact us, please refer to your local Telephone/Yellow Pages Directory. 


	435 - October-December 1997
	The 38th Anniversary of the Tibetan Resistanc
	Between Ourselves
	Contents
	With Many Voices
	Of Cabbages and Kings
	The VIP Nuisance
	All for the Cause
	Dadabhai Naoroji's Vision - Nani Palkhivala
	A Question of Values
	Universal Declaration of Human Values - Abe Solomon
	Draft Declaration
	The Discussion
	Participants at the Seminar on "A Question of Values"
	Filler
	Filler
	Ethics as Business Strategy - V. C. Viswanathan
	Advertisement - Consolidated Coffee Ltd.
	The Communal Problem - Sharad Joshi
	Filler
	Advertisement - Bharat Bijlee Ltd.
	Gandhiji's Last Wish Being Fulfilled - S. S. Bankeshwar
	The Need for Pro-active Citizenship - M. R. Pai
	Liberalisation To Liberation - K. B. Dadiseth
	Advertisement - Godrej Dye
	Advertisement - Raymond
	The Many-Sided Atre - V. C. Phadke
	Filler - The Sacredness of Property - Rajaji
	Four Score and Seven Days in the U.S.A. - Arvind Deshpande
	India, Mon Amour
	Filler
	A Tribute to the UNO - Adi H. Doctor
	Advertisement - ACC Ltd.
	A Visit to Pakistan - S. V. Raju
	Advertisement - ACC Ltd.
	Citizen's Pledge on the 50th Anniversary of India's Independence
	Book Reviews
	The Mind of the Indian Civil Service
	Advertisement - Lakshmi Mills Ltd.
	Advertisement - Jyoti Ltd.
	Advertisement - Armayesh
	Tibet, A Reality
	Advertisement - Bajaj Electricals Ltd.
	J. R. D. Tata's Guiding Principles
	Do A Favour
	Advertisment - The Statesman
	Journalism, Problems and Personalities
	
	Indian Society through Personal Writings
	Our Mission
	Subscription Form
	Advertisement - Airfreight Ltd.

