


Joi nt Statement Agai nst
Nuclear Tests and Weapons

lssued on October 2, 1998 on the occasion of the Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
by Retired Pakistani, lndian and BangladeshiArmed Forces Personnel

Recent developments in South Asia in the field of nuclear weapons and the means of
their delivery are a serious threat to the well being of this region. The fact that lndia and
Pakistan have fought wars in the recent past and do not as yet enjoy the best of relations,
makes this development all the more ominous. The signatories of this statement are not
theoreticians or arm-chair idealists; we have spent many long years in the profession of
arms and have served our countries both in peacetime and in war. By virtue of our experi-
ence and the positions we have held, we have a fair understanding of the destructive
parameters of conventional and nuclear weapons. We are of the considered view that
nuclear weapons should be banished from the South Asian region, and indeed from the
entire globe. We urge India and Pakistan to take the lead by doing away with nuclear
weapons in a manifest and verifiable manner, and to confine nuclear research and devel-
opment strictly to peaceful and beneficient spheres.

We are convinced that the best way of resolving disputes is through peaceful means
and not through war - least of all by the threat or use of nuclear weapons. lndia and Paki-
stan need to address their real problems of poverty and backwardness, not waste our
scarce resources on acquiring means of greater and greater destruction.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

Are we sliding into chaos? Some would agree; others would go a
step further and say we are already tl'rere. Yet others might aver thaf the
word 'chaos' is inadequate to describe the sorry state of affairs ir-r the coun-
try today -'anarchy' might be more appropriate. But ferv will dispute the
fact that we are in a bad way. India is fast being reduced to the le.vel of
Bihar. A joke on the intemet runs sornev.'hat like this: The Prirne Minister
of Japan and Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav meet. The Japanese Prime Minister
says'give me Bihar and I will make it a Japan in a year's time'. Laloo retorts
'give me japan and I rvill reduce it to tsil'rar in no tine at all'! The break-
down in law in Bombay is frightening. We have l'rad, over the last month or
so a killing a day not counting robbery related murders. The ease with
which gangsters and extortic-rnists have been going about tireir business
almost makes one wonder to v.rhat extent they have support from within
the ruling establishnrent. And while tl'ris is happening we have the ridicu-
lous spectacle of the state government raising irrelevant issues like intro-
ducing Sanskrit as a conlpulsory subject! Our country is indeed in dire
straits.

We invite readers to write in tl'reir comments on the cover feature
and their suggestions on what Freedom Firsf ought to be doing to arrest the
trend. We shall also in the next issue share with readers what we have been
doing in this direction' 

Editor
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Compared to our
some credit...at least he
corrntrv.

Shantanu Sheorey (Ad. and Feature Film-maker),
TheTitnes ol Indra, September 13

The problem is which of India's top leaders can
really be free of perjury?

Gautam Rajadhyakasha (Fashion & Film Photographer),
The Tines ol India, September 13,i998

It's ludicrous that the r.r'orld is determined to bring
a man down for something l're did as a consenting adult
*'ith another consenting adult.

Sharon Prabhakar (Singer), The Times of Indin,
Seplember '|.3, '|.998

Ever since the Rashtriya Slvayamsevak Sangha
(RSS) came to power in variotrs states in India and fi-
nally in the Centre, they are in competition with the rul-
ers of Pakistan in all aspects of life governed or
influenced by prudery.

Akhilesh lvtithal, Tlic Asitn Age, Aug,ust9

We are not the moral policemen of the rvorld.

Fornrer Prime Minister V. P. Singh,
Tlc Tines ol India, September '15

Socialism enshrined the divine right of clerks.

Rrciologists llarsh Sethi antl Shit' Visvanathan,
Iniin'['odny, Arrgtrst 24

, It is wise not to rule otrt anything in politics. Sen-
sible aud n/ise politicialrs should always keep their op-
tions open.

J. Jayalalitha, President of the AIADMK,
'fhe Indinn ErTrress, Q1'1q1t". 1'1

"The deep moans roundwith mqny voices. Conre, myfriends
'Iis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tbnnyson

politicians, Clinton deserves We will restore...the moral foundations of the
is screwing a wonlan, not the Congress.

Indira Congress President *rnia Gandhi,
The As:,an Age, Septenrber 7

We are opposed to de-licensing.

M. S. Marathe, Managing Director, Naticna! Federation o{
Cooperative Sugar Factories, Businesswcrld, *ptemher 7-2'l

Earlier it (a rvrist watch) was a functional prod-
uct that showed you the time. Now it is part of your
attire.

Jatin Bhatt (National Institute of Fashion Technology),
India Tod ay,Septenbe.r 1 4

While seven nations of the world are honouring
the memory of a great Odissi danseuse (Sanfukta
Panigrahi), the country and the state (of C)rissa) remairl
strangely indifferent to lrer.

Purabi Pattnaik, Otttlook, Septenber 7

Whatever its (the Godse play's) critique of Ma-
hatma Gandhi we all have the right to see the play and
decide for ourselves. It is ironic that official repression
is invoked in Gandhi's llame.

Girish Karnad, IndiaTodtv, August 3

What worries me is the proliferation of an old RSS-

Shiv Sena technique: collect 200 to 300 people, create a

law and order problem, divert attention from the actual
creative work and cause a situation where a bau seems
to be the easy way out.

Cirish Karnad, Indta'l'otlay, August 3

Look at this pile of wood that I have for a school.
I feel so demotivated myself at times. Even after all this,
my students will hardly become collectors after study-
ing here. Like me they'll never speak English and look
where I am.

Kesra Ram, a primary school teacher in Barmer,
Rajasthan, Outlook, October 19

Iire,rl<trrr liirsl ()cl<tlte.r-l)ecember 1998



What Unites Politicians? Superstitions Of Courset

What makes ourpoliticians of different hues kin, is their
sharetl belief in strperstitions 'rvhether it lvas Pandit Nehru,
Indira Candhi or Narasimha Rao. J'he current Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee is no exception.

"The tryst with destiny" had to be fixed for the mid-
night of August 14 because the period beginning after sunrise
rvas considered inauspicious. After Mrs.Indira Gandhi won
Ihe elections of 1980 by an overwhelming majority she ought
to have been sworn in on January 3. But, despite gentle prod-
ding by Rashtrapathi Bhavan the swearing in of the new gov-
.enrnrent was put off by 11 days because her mentor in matters
superstitious, Shri Kamalapathi Tripathi decided that Janu-
ary 14 which was Makara Sankaranti was the auspicious day
for l'rer governrnent tr,r be sworn in. Narasimha Rao postponed
convening a session of parliament to enable him to be at
Puttaparthi to get ilre blessings of Satya Sai Baba on the latter's
birthday.

1'he people who matter in the BJP like Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi believed that the position of the main gate and
the presence oi a neem tree in front of Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee's residence then waiting to be invited by the Presi-

dent to form the government, were not to the advantage of
the party. The ga te rvas closed ancl the gates at the side opened.
Lo ancl beholcl, not only did the letter from the Rashtrapati
enquiring whether Atalji would be in a position to form the
government arrive but Jayalalitha too agreed to support the
ministrv. All because of the closure of the main gate and the
opening oi the g,ates at the sides. The late N. T. Rama Rao
clenrolisherl entrances and built nelv ones in accordance with
the t',r:rsfrr shastra. ln such an environment of the belief in the

f <rran,)rmal trne should not he strrprised if the offices of Union
lr'linistries are structurally altered to meet the mysterious re-
qr.rirements of the unaslrr.

RS

The Custodial Death of Rajan Pillai

When orclinary people die in police custody not a dog
l.rarks as the saying goes. But when a VIP suffers the same fate
there is rnuch drrst kicked up. Similarly rvheu a member oi a

tanrily belonging to a newspa|er is treatecl shabbily by the
l:nforcernent Directorate tlren the ne!?spaper concerned
sutidenly larruttes a rnovemerrt ior the protection of human
rights. Cynical though these comments may appear let us
welcome such cleveloprnents ancl hope more VIPs chiefly
crtx>ks, cheats, goondus and ras<'als irr tl're garb of politicians
'lancl 

themselves in the hancls ol'the polir:e or the errkrrcerrrent
tlirectorate or any other brant:h of a still powerful government.
uet:ause, then the VII's' lirlkrrvers t'ry foul louclly enough for
rnarry lo hear. Arrd people rvould know hou' even larv
eulirrceurent ageur:ies themselves break the rule of larv. Zee
Intlia Nervs rleserves to be cornplirnentecl for ils clo<urnentary
in Arrgust on Ilajan l'illai ancl the <'inurnstan<.es srrrrotrncling
his death in custocly.

-tha'Llmo has c.o-ne," uhg trrl'lrut 9a1d't
tp balK.of In+lly thin6s:
of ,]roof-ani-Sliis- I

rrr.Ld' *aJitgvax-ot*tli.;o-"

Of Churches and Liquor Shops '

Since wine was served in a church in Delhi the govern-
ment of the union territory of Delhi decided that the church
concerned was not a religious place and therefore the rule that
there could not be liquor shops around a religious place diti
not apply. In other words since wine was served in the church
premises it amounted to being a liquor shop.

The spokesman of this party which incidentally is also

the dominant party h the coalition ruling hrdia currently saicl

that it was all a tnisunderstanding. Are rve to understand that
the minister concerned rvho was responsible for the order was

unable to distinguish betrveen a liquor shop and a cJrurch?

Rather difficult to swallow. More understandable woulcl be

the explanation that the action of the Delhi minister is per-
fectly in keeping with his party's fundamental policies.

This minister has the right to act ar:cording to the c'lic'

tates of the policy oi the party he belongs to. Policies rvhich it
has never hidclen. It is for the voters to polrder n'hether it rvas

rvise to have placed their faith in a party that espouses poli-
cies rvhich in this case coulcl uot distinguish between a church
and a liquor shop.

India - A Celebration of Independence

Readers will recall an asstlrance made in this columtr
(,Freedom Firsl April-Junel99tJ) that rve rvould share rvith you
a couple of photographs from a 1957 USIS publication entitlecl
Gundliji's llelleclions on Denux:rucy alongrvith a photograph or
two by well knorvn press photographer I{aghu Rai taken dut-
ing Jayaprakash Narayan's movement in 1975-76.l'he con-

text o[ the assurance lvas the absence frotn an otherrvise superb
exhibition organiserl by the USIS entitled 'AInerica's celebra-

tion of India's golclen jubilee of inclependetrce', of any phttto
by ltaghu llai in general ancl the absetrce itr partictrlar of out-
stancling, photographs he look of the movetnent launchecl lry

JI'}to defend cletnocrar:y urrtler tltreat from Mrs. lntlira Gantlhi.

I lere are ttvo photcrs that. in rny vierv ought to llave
found pla<:e in the exhibition:

lirr,etl<tttr 1t1y,;1 (.)ctolttr-l )ccernlttr I !)!)8



jl''sstrppcrrtersgtrardhimclurrrtglhclathithargc(l"ronr?/rt,S/,i/tsrilnrrpulrlication BilntrSltotustlel\,ry.thott-rbyRaghullai)

S. S. Illariswamy RII'

It rvls front a lctter by Mr.
A. Vcdamurthf irr T-irt'llindrr that
onc learnt of the passing aivay of
arl ()ld Swatanra I)arty staln'art
trnc timc Cencral Sccrctary of the
I'arty in Tamil Nadu, It,tr. S. S.

Marisrvamy. t-lc clied in Chcnnai
rrn May 7. Mr.Vedamtrrthy r,r'rites:
"Mr.Marisrvanty ',\'as I frccdom
fightcr and staunch Congrcssnran
for nrany ycars. He partcd com-

parry with K. Kanraraj rvhcn hc felt that thc Congre-ss I)arty
(as it thcn was) was losing its idcalistic moorings. Quitc a fe.w
veterans of that party shared Mariswanry's views and whe'n
Itajaji launched thc Srvatantra l)artv in June 1959 thc.y joined
it. Thcy rvorkcd for the Srvatantra I)arty in Tanril Nadtr irr dif-
ficult circunrstances

Not orrly financially brrt also politically. E. V.
I{amasu'amy Naickcr in thosc days rr'as opposing the I)MK

"Mere withclrawal of the F.nglish is
not indcpendcnce. lt mcans thc-
consciousness in the averagc villagcr
that he is the makcr of his orvn
dcstiny, he is his orr'n legislator
through hischosen represcntativcs."

Gandhiji in )'orurg ,lrrrlrrl, Fcbruarv
13,1930 (Fronr the publication
Gandhi ji's Reflec I iorlu tt n Dentoc nr c V t

and C. N. Anrradurai's leadcrship oi that party, tooth ancl nail,
but Mariswamy and his ex-Congress colleagucs in tlre
Sn'atantra l)arty effectively cu.,tt,"r"O his criticisrl. lt rrscd to
bc a trt'at to listcn to both Mr. M. Karunanidhi of thc l)MK
and Marisrvamy publicly de'fending the Srvatantra-I)MK alli-
ance in thc' 1964 civic e'lections in Chcnnai and latcr on in the
1967 genc.ral elections....His imprisonment during tlre Emer-
gency shattercd his health...A nationalist to tlrt'core,
Mariswamy was alive till the last nrinute of his lifc to what
was happerring around him."

Irr my yc'ars as Executive Se'cretary of thc Swatantra
['arty, I lrad the privilege of knowing Mariswamy quitc wcll.
What I remembcr most about hinr was his clear undcrstand-
ing of issues on questions involving policy, a delightful selrse

of humour with a smile to match.

Coodbye nry friend. ltest irr l)cacc.

I;rcedotn F-irst Octoltar-Dacetrtlter 1998
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SrrprNG h.sro Cuaos?
The Crippling of the Indian Mind

Deepak

ln the middle of the twenty first century our descendants will look upon
the era of 1950 to 2000 as the golden age of democratic lndia.

It is difficult to see India as

any'thing other tl'rarr a crippled
nation-state. Crippled physically
because of its huge population which
continues to grow everyday. And
crippled mentally for want of edu-
cation and its congenital inability
to see clearly what must be done
to prevent the sanguinary chaos into
which it must collapse in less than
another two decades. This predic-
tion is nade not because I want to
be proved correct. All I wish is that
I am completely and totally rvrong
and nothing of the kind I have pre-
dicted will ever conre true. More
unfortunately this is not just an-
other ordiuarl' doomsayer's Pre-
diction. It is alreadv coming true
if only the reader has eves to look
around hinr and a mind to fornr
the necessary corrclusions.

l'opulation Explosion

Take population. India was
oue of the first countries in the world
to introduce a national family
plannirrg policy as long ago as 1951.
But the gravity of the problem which
was, even then, already upon the
nation was n'ristaken for a distant
cloud loonring on the far horizon.
No urgency was shown. None is
to date. From a population of 353
million in undivided India before
Independence in 1947, we have
grown, mirrus Pakistarr arrd
Bangladesh, t() an appalling 950
nrillion. There have been palliatives
galore suggested. Anrong thenr: Find

out vuhy peopie want to have so
many cl'rildren, provide better child
care, increase literacy and female
employment. All say tl'rat it \^'as

correct for the country to have
decided against coercive methods,
like penalising couples having more
than one child, in pursuing a family
planning policy.

The real solvent to any
population problem, in fact, lies in
two directions: One is raising the
living standards of the poorest above
the economic threshold at which
the birth of an additional child is
seen quite unmistakably as an
economic burden. So long as this
does not happen people continue
to procreate. They have nothing to
lose because they have nothing to
give to the new child. They have
possibly a lot to gain when the child
grows up. So long as this threshold
is not reached there is very little
that seems to prevent the ruuaway
baby-creation machine known as

India frorn continuing tobe as fecund
as ever.

Standard of Life
To raise those living standards

the government did everything it
knert' frorrr Soviet style five year
planning, and the handing over of
the "commanding l'reigl'rts of the
ecollonly to the public sector", to
liberalisation. It has not worked.
That does not nlean that the stan-
dards of living have not risen. They

Freedorrr First October-Decetrtber 1998

have. The very fact that average life
expectancy went up from 29 years
after Indu'pendence to as nruch as

59 years over the next thirty years
is tribute enough to the rising
standards of living and nutrition
apart from the better availability
of medical aid. The most recent
panacea has been "liberalisation",
and "trickle down". Until very
recently, liberalisation meatrt boom
time for the industrial sector. Nine
successive good monsootrs itr a row
have added to tl're success. Those
multiplying millions at the bottom
are better off than ever before. But
the exploding population has al-
most overwhelmed the progress.
The inrprovement of the living stan-
dards of the people has not reached
that threshold at which they can
see the birth of the additional child
as an economic burden.

There is no doubt however,
that it will all work - one day -

given time.

Education

The second solvent is edu-
cation, especially female education
which has resoundingly demotr-
strated its ability to limit births. lt
is not surprising that Kerala with
a hundred per cent rate of literacy
has the lowest birth rate in the
country. Other palliatives like tlte
free availability of contraceptives
or a better health and Irutrition
scheme are no doubt hc'lpful but

5



Supnqc rNTo Cnaos? The Crippling of the Indian Mind

tliey are not decisive in t'.rrning the
tide. Take education. I-egislation on
education was originally part of the
cr-rncurrent Iegislative list under tl're
Constitution. This was later en-
trusted to the states on the strength
of the sedulously fostered myth that
education is best received in the
mt>ther tongue of the studerrt.

Balkanisation

Had it been retained as a

subject of central legislative power
we would by now have been able
to enforce a one language policy
to krrit the country together. This
ra'eak-kneed policy of pandering to
Iocal iingoisn'r resulted in the lin-
guistic divisiorr of states and rvill
now resnlt inevitably in the
balkanisation of the country. This
fact should have been foreseen forty-
five years ago. It irr fact was, by
a few, lone, sane rroices. Tlrc Eco-
tronric Weekhl of Februarv "1949

carried an article rvhich poirrted out
the darrgers of "The Linguistic Di-
visiorr of States", bv nrv father. Sucl'r
voices rvere lost arnid a l.r,-rbel r()oting
for local tollgues. The result is that
today the country is alreadv
balkarrised in all but name.

The free lllovelr1ellt of goods
is being rapidly choked off by
arbitrary octroi checkposts at eacl'l

state bourrdary. The "sons t,f the
soil" principle holds sn'ay elsewhere
- evell rvhen it c()nres to registerirrg,
yourself with the et'rrployrnerrt
exchange. A nrere reference to
nlovemellts like the Shiv Sena, the
Telugu Desam I'arty, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagham and <lthers
is enough to brirrg this home. Kash-
mir is allbut lost. I'urrjab was rescued
- barely in time. Nagalancl, [Jodolatrcj

atrd Tamil Nadu rvill nrake their
bid shortly; the failirrg porver of the

6

central gorrernment, the netv
assertiveness of the states, the
"coming of age of coalition poli-
tics", the disintegrati<-rn of the Con-
gress Party; the splintering of party
politics in general are symptoms
too many and too obvious to deny,
except by the purblind.

"Functioning Anarchy"

One inescapable fact is that
as a nation rve snffer from arr

insidious form of mental crippling.
The nation is not crippled in the
sense of beiug sub-normal or even
abnormal. The crippling of the Indian

lf laws are flouted through
exceptions and the exceptions
become law, the respect for
law diminishes in direct
proportion to the number of
exceptions made. We then
end up as a nation living by
exceptions, not a nation
respecting the rule of law.

nrincl consists tri a ftrrtn of Iletrtal
short-sight. It is the inability to arr-

ticipate the probable turn of eveuts
decades irrto the future and plan
intelligerrt resporlses to tltem. If the

rration has survived for half a cetrtury
despite this handic.rp it is because
of the endurring strength of the
rurodern irrstitutiorrs left to us by
the British.

When John Kenrreth Galbraith
de,scribed Irrdia as a "Functionitrg
Arrarchy", his assessnrent was
received rr<lt jtrst with some anlllse-
ment but also rvith a good deal of
satisfactiorr. Anarchy perhaps, but
\ve werL' functioning! The trtrth is

that the conrplete infrastructure for
functiouing started fraying at the

Freerlorrr I'-irsl Oclober-Dttclrnber 1 99'\

edges, to begin with, slowly, and
over the last forty-five years ntore
and rnore rapielly, and the errtire
system has started to unravel. 'l'he

rising tide of political violence is
the best indication. The palpable
level of social tension in most north
Indian states where the slightest
provocation is occasion for deaths
by violence is the best indication.
I'he state and the machinery of larv
and order is, and what is worse,
can be seen to be, increasingly
helpless in the face of this deterio-
ration. This is the result not just
of the increasing volume of prob-
lems caused by the burgeoning
population. It is the result of the
short-sightedness which cripples the
mind of the nation.

Rule by Exceptions

The rule of law bequeathed
to us by the British has become the
first casualty. For every law we have
n'rade, we have nrade exceptions.
Some perhaps inevitable arrd jus-
tified. Most others for completely
frivolous reasons. Take prohibition.
We first make a law which prohib-
its drinking. We then say that those
rvith n'redical certificates nray be
permitted to drink. Later we say
that medical certificates are ttot
rlecessary; just a permit to drink
is. The law of prohibition startds
on the statute books. Nobody re-
spects it. And nowadays, nobody
gets himself a pernrit. This applies
to every law. I am not going intcr

the merits or otherwise of the
prclhibitiorr law. But if laws are
flouted through exceptions and the

exceptions become larv, the resPect
for law dirninishes in direct pro-
portion to the number tlf excep-
tions made. We tlten ettd uP as a

nation living by exceptions, ttot a

rration respectirrg the rule of larv.
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Tl're rule of exceptions has
span'ned the culture of "chit" and
"sifarisli", influence pedclling and
corruption. When a larv is not meant
to be obeyed by all, and those with
tl're means can break it with in'rpu-
nity, the respect for government
vanishes. This rvas made amply clear
by a bystander who rvas interviewed
by Doordarshan during the funeral
of Mr. Rajiv Garrdhi. He said,
" Hamaro aislnuss Soaernmcnt aw police
par se utlr garla lmi." (We have lost
corrfidence in the governnrent and
tlre police). TIrc Econonrisi of May
25, 1997 put it even nlore point-
edly, "Violerrce fills the void of
nroderr'. lrrdia: the irrstitutiorrs orr
rvhich indeperrderrt India rr'as
proudly built no longer rvork. The
state is seen as corrupt arrd callous,
incapable of delivering justice or
prosp'reritv to the people."

The moderrr nrachirrery of the
state adnrinistration, lau' and rrr-
der aud the ctrnrplete rrroc-lern iu-
frastructure is fallirrg n'ith gathering
speed irrto disrepair rrot through
lack of trse but through nrisuse and
almost alrvays purposeful and in-
tentional wrol'lg use. The Admin-
istrative Services are a case in p'roint.

It is very difficult to poirlt out a

sirrgle case of any IAS officer who
has done his duty as best as he can,
who has not had to suffer at the
harrds of his political bosses of the
moment. IAS officers are ordered
to bend the rules till they become
a trvisted urrrecognisable heap of
wet noodles. Those who have wit-
nessed the perfornlances of tl're

Janardhan Poojarys, Kalpnath llais
aud other such sundry political
cor.nurissars will bear nre clut. This
has led to the corruption of the
Services on an urrprecedented scale.

Secularism Distorted

What applies to the rule of
lar.r' applies just as much to the
philosophy behind public policy.
Take secularism. The original in-
tention of India being declared a

secular state rvas that the state would
ruot interfere nrith the practice of
any religion. It also meant that
religion \vas a private matter be-
tn'een each citizen and his respec-
tive gcrds. In fact the freedom to
preach, practice and propagate any
religion is part of the fundamental
rights that we have given to our-
selves under the Corrstitution. But
it lvas not very long before secu-
larisur came to be defirred as, "Equal
respect frlr all religions". To say
that secularisnl nleans eclual respect
for all religiorrs comes up against
the lcgical difficulty of according
equal respect to the religions and
irrevitably to a very Indian fornt of
courpetitive obscurarrtism. Hindu
ritual publicly performed at func-
tirrrls of gorrenrurent organisations
is tlefended as Indian culture and
trar-lition. But rvhen the sanre gov-
enln'lel1t orgarrisations hold func-
tions a t non-Hindu denomirrational
occasions, llo coc()r1uts are broken
or lamps lit. It is uo longer "lndian
culture" to do so. The nrosque de-
cides to use loudspeakers to rally

the faithful to prayer. Not to be
outdone tl're temple adds to tl're din
in its olvn way. Since all religions,
by definition, are intcierant, this
creates a higlily courbtrstible situ-
ation which is just waiting to explode
at the slightest hint of an oppor-
tunity and explode it inevitably does.

Symbolism & Sermonising

Muctr of the cripirling ()f the
Indian n'rind is also visible irr our
perrchant for ritnalism. In action
the Indiarr mind prefers to stick by
the safe route taken by the herd.
But where possible, action is sub-
stituted by symbolism and
slo ga neerirr g; cerenlon y a Ir d

sermonisirrg. We proudly talk abotrt
India being the largest clemr>cracy

in the world. But the merrtal dis-
cipline which democratic ftttrctiorr-
ing calls for has llever existed,
apparently even anlong the edu-
cated elite. What rve have is arr

atrarchic nrobocracy tricked ottt itr

Westrninster style trapp'rings. Sonre

years ago, seventeell euritretrt irt-
tellectuals, anlollg thenr, Mr. Nani
Palkhivala, the corrstitutional ex-

pert, Mr. Minoo Masani (a member
of the Constituent Assenrbly of Irrdia
who at least should have knovvtr
better), and Mr. M.V. Kanrath the
journalist, wrote a letter to the editor

Many ldeas but Little Education

Education , it was believed would be the great leveller. Before indepen-
dence, our leaders fumed against Lord Macaulay's designs. We prom-
ised free education, decent education and education for all. Rabindranath
Tagore thought learning meant harmony with nature, the Arya Samaj
wanted to blend faith with modernity and the Kothari Commission thought
vocational education a good idea. They were all good ideas, just as the
Janata government's adult education was a good idea and Rajiv Gandhi's
Operation Blackboard a better idea. Noble intentions, however, sink in

the quicksand of the lndian reality.

Swapan Dasgupta, lndia Today, August 24
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of Tlrc Times of Indin pleading rvith
the President to disnriss the Rajiv
Candhi governlllent anC to form
a "national government of non-
political individuals", - this at a

tinre when the Congress held al-
nlost a two thirds majority in Par-
liament. Apparently all that had
been learned over decades by them
about denrocracy was nreant to re-
nrain within the covers of Dicey
and Laski. If this is how intellec-
tuals deal rvith democracy r,r'hat
are we to expect of ordinary men?

The Right to Work

Introduced u'ith high ideals
about people's representation, linr-
ited government and civil liberties
the state of democracy is irr shambles.
A case in point rv.rs the nrove by
Mr. V. P. Singh's governnent tc)

make the right to n'ork a funda-
mental right. Nobody, not Mr. Naui
l)alkhivala, 11()t evetr lv{r. Soli
Sorabjee rt'ho rvas the attorne\'-
general, and u'ho held up-r the Soviet
Constitrrtiou to adnriration in srrp-
port of the nrove, pointed out that
Fundarrrental liights are atl exer-
cise in the lin'ritation of state porver
arrd therefore are onl1, ngg.1ir. i,'t

nature; that their inherent justicia-
bility is guaranteed by the right to
constitutional remedies. Arrd that
the only marlner in rvhich the right
to r.r'ork could be made fundanren-
tal rvas after abrogating tlre right
to constitutional renredies, if the
state was tc> avoid the millions of
lan'strits, that worrld follow. That
would of course nrean the collapse
of all civil liberties. To his eternal
credit, that tsoeing 737 pilot who
only knew how to play rvith conr-

lruters, Mr. Itajiv Garrdhi, under-
stood this at t'rnce r.t'lren I prointed
it out to him in a letter.

Honest Politicians?!

The econornics of Indian
democracy goes something like this:
To get elected to Parli.rment costs
anything between $50,000 and
$500,000. A conservative average
estimate of the cost of a seat in
Parliament is $ 125,000. This, con-
sidering the size and potential of
the cotrntry is not a lot of money.
But eaci'r car-rdidate is funded by
sollleone; and elections are a high
risk business. Those who do the
funding expect to get at least twice
as much out of it as they l-rad
invested. And the elected repre-
sentative of the people must also
make his pile while the going is
good. If we have, let us say, un-
called for confidence in the
parliamentarian's desire to restrain
his orvn cupidity and if u,e decided
to err on the side of extrenre con-
serv'atisnr rve urnst still estinrate
that each represerltative of the people
generates c()rrupti()n rvclrth at least
S 40t1,0()0 drrrinq his tenure. It rvill
in all likelihoc'd be more. It caltrlot
be less.

No politician has any tiure
for serious parliamentary business.
l-le is there first to feather his or.r,n

nest, next to feather that of his
fiuarrcial sup'rp'rorter aud last tcr

consolidate his pp5i11e11 for anotlrer
term irr parlianrent. All his time is
spent nloney-grabbing with one
haud, rvhile indulging in a mad
nrerry-go-round of incestuous back
stabbing rvith the otlrer. Never before
has there been such abuse of power
by those \vlro are supposed to set

standards for the people.

Feudal Heritage

Mtrch of the travestv of lrrdian
derrrocracy is also the result of the
fact that the vetteer of denulcr.rcy

Frttrlorn I;irsl Oclober-Decerttber 199,9

is recent and has been superim-
posed on a feudal mentality com-
ing down through the nation's
history. We thus have, 'leaders'
'fighting' elections to 'rule' the
country. It is a politics of person-
alities to the total exclusion of
coherent policy. The violent swings
in the mood of the country from
absoiute anarchy to absolutism is
a direct result of this insult to
democracy. After all how much can
the mechanism take? In this swing
we begin to see what in fact was
inevitable: the criminalisation of
politics and the trivialisation of
issues.

As we sift through three thou-
sand years of recorded history
it becomes clear that lndian
history is a history of kings,
kingdoms, clashes, famines
and tyranny.As we go further
back into the past it gets rosier.
It also loses detail. The more
details it loses the rosier it ap-
pears. Hence the myth of Ram
Rajya.

And yet democracy is the only
viable form of government for this
vast colourful quilt of 950 nrillion
individualists each of whonr dis-
agrees with the other to the poirrt
of revelling in total chaos. This,
despite the fact that it is the system
itself that generates the sort of
venality in politics which we today
see. Other forms of governrnent catr

tlnly be more veual. The problem
with any f<lrr-rr of gc>vernnrent is

that it will nclt be able to solve the
problenr that is lndia.

The Myth of Ram Rajya

It is irlterestirrg ttl sPeculate
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on hornr ali this has come about. As
rve sift through tlrree thousand years
of recorded history it becomes clear
that htc-lian history is a history of
kings, kingdoms, clashes, famines
and tyranny. As we go further back
into the past it gets rosier. It also
loses detail. The more detail it loses
thc'rosier it appears. IJence tlre my'th
af Ram Rajya. The ordinary people
have lived throughout under vari-
ous forms of tyranny. Some nrore
malign, sonte less. Sorue nrore
conrpetellU ltrany lnore inconrpe-
tent. The edifice of a rule of law
to r,r'hich all, without exception, are
subject is a rrew-fangled inventiou
l'reaped on all unwilling congloru-
eration of nations (u'hicl'r later
becanre the India rve know) by those
hated imperialists - the tsritish.

Indian history has never been,
rvith the honourable exception of
the peacefr,rl struggle for indepen-
clence, a history of the people. There
is no equivalent in lrrdian history
of the lrrdustriirl l{evolutirtn or the
llenaissance or of the irrrroh,enrent
of the preople at large in any sphere
cor,trolling their orvu destiuy. The
coulrnon marr cclrtrary to all the
brave talk of the wclnder that was
Irrdia has always lived in misery
and poverty.

Conclusion

If a whole population sur-
vives over thousands of years irr
this situation somethirrg strange is
bound t() occur. The ability to foresee
disapprears. The ability to foresee
and 1'rlarr irr advance over decades
col'r1es clf a conrfortable preserrt. If
the present cortsists of coustant
crises, there is little hope that arry
nrerrtirl effort will be clevoted ttr
arrticipating events over decacles.
A population subjected Lo this limi-

10

tati<ln over hunclreds of genertrtions
allLl thousands of years becomes
congenitally incapable of foresight.
It almost seems like a three thou-
sand year old twist to the Marxist
therlry of econ<-lmic determinism.
And I aul l1o Marxist.

I have in this long testament
mentioned three threads:

Orre, the population explo-
siorr arrd its consecluences;

two, the attitude of the people
towards government atrd the
modern state and all that it entails,
particularly its progressive disin-
tegration uucler cclnditions r,r'hich
are peculiar to ti're Indian situatiorr
and carr be found norvhere' else;
and

three, the congenital lack of
foresight.

T.iken togetht-'r, the t:onclu-
sion that one is inexorabll'dragged
to is that a visitation of the apoca-
lypse by the year 2010 is inevitable.
A complete collapse of government
and a lcrng drawn cut civil war,
genocidal in scale, is on the tapris.

In tl're middle of the
trventyfirst century our descenclants
rvill look upon tl're era of 1950 to
2000 as the golden age of demo-
cratic India becatrse India as we
krrorv it today cannot exist beyond
about the year 2015 on the outside.

DEEPAK is the pseudonym for a senior
corporate conununications expert who takes
an interest in liberal values.

The Need for Political Competition
It is a characteristic of our first-past-the-post system that all a politician has

to do lo gel into Parliament is to cultivate a small patch of electorate: Have a factory
located, a small railway zonal office opened, get some roads built in an area less
than five-hundredths of lndia. And once he gels there, he can get into power by
leading a small gang of MPs like himself. He can even become prime minister by
speaking beautiful Hindi

It is possible to think of lndia as Jack Welch thinks of GE. The task of a
political leader is the same as Welch's; he has to get the 970 million lndians to add
more value; that is the only way then can have less arduous work, better houses,
better schools.

The orrly way they can add more value is by becoming more productive, by
making things that the rest of the world wants, of better quality and at lower prices

than China, Brazil or ltaly Protecting companies owned by promcters who have
lobbied and finarrced polilicians means protecting businesses which add less value
than their competitors, and making all lndians poorer.

And yet our politicians will protect the companies of their patrons because
that is where their self-interest lies. They will give this protection a fancy name like
swadeshi; they will frighten the people that multinationals are today's East lndia
Company. These are standard public relations tricks.

The way out of this impasse is not to change the hearts of politicians;
Manmohan Singh tried it, and failed. The way is to change the rules of political
competition. We should have proportional represenlation based on the list system.
That is how the nexus between politicians and narrow constituencies can be bro-
ken; that is how we will get legislators who represent lndia, and not jusl Saharsa or
Mandya.

Ashok Desai, in Business World,T April 1998.
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Must We Remain A Destitute Economy?
Jiban K. I\{ukhopadhyay

The vast number of the uninformed, all of whom are voters need to be educated
on the need and importance of market-friendly reforms. But the task is

enormous because almost 50% of lndia's population is illiterate.

It seerns the h'rdian ecol'lolny
is destined to perpetuate itself as a
destitute economy. A silver lining
had appeared for the first time on
the horizon during the post-reforms
years when the rate of growth of
GDP shot up above 77o for three
years in a row endingin7996-97.But
the Irrdian economy which is not
conditioned to errjoy such a treat has
fallen back since, to its customary 5%
rate.

Consider this slow pace u'itl'r
what is required for the ecorlomy.
As any economist knows, anythiug
tlrat gron's at a rate of 7.2% doubles
in 10 years. That mearrs, to dcrr-rt'rle

orrr per capita irrcome in 10 years, it
lras to gron' at7.2'/o and the ec()ll()nt\,
has, therefore, to grorv over 9'l pe,p

)'ear. This is the r.ninimum desirable
rate of grorvth that the couutrl, rc'-

quires. But tltis talget seems to be a

distarrt dreanr.

Corrsider also the pathetic
plight ctf 53'/o of ot'er 965 nrillion
people who cannot spend even $l
per day on a l)l'l) basis. 'fhis is the
p()\,ert_y lirre LrasecJ on basic nrini-
rttunr rreecls as definecl by the lVorlcj
Bank. Tlris nleans the largest c()llcell-
tration of abysmally poor people live
in this part of the sutr-corrtirrent. This
vast populatiorr - arrd growiug at thc'
rate of ()ne pers()11 every 1.5 seconds
- certaiuly cleserves a progressirrely
improvirrg standarcl rrf Iivirrg. 45
years of the so-crrlled socialist
plauned ec()11()r'r1y has nriserably
failed thenr.

Back to the 1980s

}.fter the market-orietrted re-
forms w'ere introduced in July 1991,
under the compellirrg circumstances
of IMF conditionalities, some hope
of high growth en'rerged. A hope
that did become a reality, but did not
sustain itself beyorrd three years.
Ouce the colnpulsions were gone,
gone was the commitrnent to con-
tirrue rvith the reforms. The
econonly, particularly at the behest
of the courltry's profoundly rigid
and urrreceptive political economy,
fell on its face - back to the 5%
gron'th sYudronle of the 1980s,
thouglt souren'hat tretter thau the
lJinc'lr.r grortth rate of 3.51i that pre-
lailed for three decatles till the
197()s, the trltilrr.rte..ruse of trrrr
acute nlaterial deprivatiorr.

High Growth Rate Necded

Tlte rteed for a high rate of
growth is olrvious as it rvill pror,icle
rttore and nlore opLrortunities tcr

ntore and nrclre peol'rle to get nlore
antl nrore enrployment aud incclme.
It is on11, tltrough a high grcrrvth rate
that prrrrertv can be reducecl ctrnsid-
t,rably as nlore and more preople
cross the poverty line and errjov a

progressively irrrproved standard of
livirlg. 'l'his is how poverty has been
reduced irr other ct-luntries. As in
conrnrunist China, for exanrple,
rr'hich d<lut.rled its per capita inconre
n'itlrin 'l 0 I'ears ttt rettttlye ltlass p()\/-
erty. We therefore netltJ to take r-rp a

strategy rvhich u'ill en:rble the lrrcli.rn
ecorlonry te gro\v at ar faster raLe.
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The cluestion is: Can we
achieve such a high growth rate?
Probably we can. But the situation
is really very complex and difficult.
It will require really a titanic effort
by one and all to take the economy
off to the high growth trajectory.
Why is the task so complex and
difficult?

This is because of several
factors:

o Political Will Lacking

First, tl're reform so far irnple-
meuted hasbeen "soft" in nature;
the unfiuished part of the refonrs
are the harder part to implement.
This cannot be dorte by the corr-
venience of stealth. In a highly
pluralistic political democracy,
u,ith multi-regional arrd lnulti-
ethnic and diverse interest
groups, which govern (or, mis-
govern) the corrntry, it is difficLrlt
to have a corlsenslls on vital is-
sues like PSU refornrs,
privatisation on a massive scale,
in frastructure devel<)pnlelrt,
labour refc>rms, redtrction of eco-
nontically unviable subsidies, etc.

The existing set u1-r with the lack
of political will, and given the
vested interests irr remainitrg in
office is unlikely to introduce
strch radical reform measures.
The process, therefore, will be
pairrfully 6;radual. It can onlY be
taken u1-r with the sitlrultaneous
creatiorr of new arrd surrrise itr-
dr.rstries, itnprovetrrent in agri-
cultural and service sector

I1
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activities rvhere ner,r' employ-
lnent, both direct and indirect
througlr linkage effects, cau be
geuerated.

Lack of Understarrding

Second, whatever reforms have
already beerr introduced, have
t;rken place at the top of the pyra-
mid and, have not yet been fully
implemented dolvn the line, that
is at the state and municipal lev-
els. This has resulted in erratic
implementatiou. There is no
proper understanding of the nu-
ances of the reforms and its ob-
jectives at the executive level in
the states or districts. This can
and should be taken up but the
political will to make a success
of the reforms is lacking. These
efforts are largely in the nature
of administrative reforms and
will not cost large sunrs clf
money.

Educating the People

Third, the people at large have
not yet been corrvinced that the
previor-rs regime of the socialist
variety has failed and that there
is a need for a U-tum in the di-
rection of a market-friendly eco-
nomic system wherein the
qovernment will also have to
play a positive interventionist
role. By arrd large, the vast ma-
jority of our people bcrth urban
arrd rural, except a relatively
sr:rall segmerrt of the middle and
upper classes, are blissfully igrxr-
rant of this transition to the nrar-
ket-oriented path. This vast
rrumber of the uninformed, all of
rvhom are voters need to be edu-
cated orr the need and inrpor-
tance of market-friendly reforms.
But the task is eltornl()us because
alnrost 50% of lndia's population
is illiterate. Unless the constitu-

encl'of the pro-refornr voters can
be increased, there lvill not be the
right kind of pressure on tl-,e ad-
mirristrators and legislators, rvho
also need to be educated on the
need for reforms.

o Political Squabbles

Fonrth, altliough most political
parties seem to have developed
a consensus on the need for high
rates of growth as an objective
and the reforms as a means to
achieve this objective, they do not
agree on any specific measllre.
This is due either to short term
political interests, or due to our
utter lack of perception or due to
ideological considerations. We
saw the many bickerings and
squabbles during the two previ-
ous coalition governments of the
UF wherr all moves tor.r'ards
pushing forward the reform p-rro-

cess were stalled not only bv the
opposition but also by the mem-
bers <-rf the ruling coalition.

r Indian Industry Unhappy

Fifth, there is alsc'r the problenr
with the mind-set of Indiarr in-
dustry, a large section of rvhich
feels uncomfortable with tl're
coming of competitiorr, both irr-
ternal and external. Although the
reforms have compelled ther-n to
undertake corporate restmctur-
irrg programnres at a significant
scale, nrany are not too happl'
with the resultant competitiorr.
Hence, you find them pleading
for higher ir.nport tariffs as cur-
rent levels seenl to be lorver than
required under WTO stipulation.
When a receptive BJI' goveru-
rrrent rvith its Swadeshi instinct lis-
terreci to their plea arrd raised the
custonls duty by an extra 87o itr
the 199tJ-99 budget over atrd
abcrve last year's 4"/o hike, there
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was initial jubilation. But the loy
n'as short-lived as industry soon
found that tl'reir piea was based
on a totaily wrcng perception
and pleaded for a reduction in
the customs duty! Customs du-
ties have since been reduced to
4%.

o Nehmvian Legacy

Sixth, the problem of tl're Indiarr
industry lies elsewhere. One such
important problern is tl-re high
cost structure of the Indian'
economy, a Nehruviarr legacy. Il-
lustratively, on the purchase of
any consumer durable, almost
507o of the price (at the
purchaser's end) goes to pay for
various levies, excise, sales tax,
etc. Although, ihe direct tax re-
forms irave beeu radical, irrdirect
tax refornrs are yet to be scl. Cttu-
sider, if the above rnentioned
50% levy component of the price
could be substantially reduced
bv introducing a urriform value-
aclded tax, the price of such prod-
ucts u'ill conre dorr'n; rrot orrly
rvill thet'tre nr,'rre afforrlalrle, but
rr'ill also gerlerate mr.rre denrarrd.
This n'ill be gc.od for irrdustry as

it u'ill sell more in volnme and
also good for the governnteut as

its tax base rvill n'iden. This is not
too difficult to clo, yet it is not be-
irrg done.

The "Feel-Good" Factor !

What is the prospect of the
ec()non1y in the current year? I find
it difficult to "feel good" about it.
Although, the goven.rnrerrt has been
advertising a likely higher growth
rate of 6.5'/o t<'t 7'/n for the curretrt
year (1998-99), such a frtrecast is not
validated by enrpirical evidence. It
is based orr a "feel gooci" facttlr. Mv
own forecast for the cLlrrent ),ear,
based on a number of parattreters,
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is at best a 5.5% growth of GDP over
last year's 5.1% growth. Arithmeti-
cally, this shows a modest grorvth;
if some of the factors mentioned ear-
lier are taken up for quick imple-
mentation, the rate could move up
to about 6.57o n'1999-2000. But rve
are still not ready for a sustainable
9Vo rate of growth, whichw-ill double
tlre per capita GDP growing@7.2%
in 10 years, the desirable minimum.

To conclude, the economy
has, indeed, achieved the feasible
potential for a high rate of growth,
say, around 7Vo with the strpport of
over 267o savings to GDP ratio. But
the government - rather four gov-
ernments in two years - failed to
conduct the "symphony" as it
should have been done. The prob-

lern has been compounded by the US
sanctions as an aftermatl'r of the N-
test, creating turther difficulties for
the economy. Tlre sanctions were fol-
lowed bv the downgrading of tire
country's credit rating by interna-
tional credit rating agencies
(Moody's and S&P). The direct and
indirect impact of the N-tests is go-
ing to cost the economy about 0.5Vo

growth in GDP in the current vear.
This is the cost of having the so-
calied "nuclear deterrent".

A Sober Prospect

With the slump in world
trade and economy, with the mas-
sive decline in South-East Asian
countries, the Russian meltdown
and the disappearance of the emerg-
ing market, the Indian economic

prospect remains somewhat sober.
In fact, there is an opportunity for
the country to exploit the dismal glo-
bal situation to its advantage by con-
solidating our strength or by trying
to bring in foreign technology and
capital and by facilitating the pro-
cess of reforms. This may help us in
moving on to a high growth trajec-
tory. But probably, we will not be
able to take advantage of the situa-
tion as we lack the killer instinct to
make it.l.railing to achieve a high rate
of growth would obviously ensure
that a majority of Indians continue
to live in destitution.

MR. JIBAN K. MUKHOPADHYAY is Assis-
tant Economic Adviser, Tata Services Ltd.

The views expressed are strictly personal.

The lmportance of lnstitutional Structures
After the collapse of communism in 1990, some simple-minded souls thought that the major economic debates

of our time were over, that the market system had triumphed and would now lead a globalised world into ever-rising
prosperity.

This has not happened. Nor will it, for two reasons. The first is that the market by its very nature produces losers
as well as winners, slumps as well as booms, and so progress will never be smooth or painless... But the second
and more important reason is that outcomes are determined not just by new policies but by institutions as well.
Layfolk may regard institutions and organisations as synonymous but in economics the two are defined very differ-
ently. Organisations are the players in the political and economic marketplace. - political parties, companies,
consumers, trade unions, associations and so on. lnstitutions are the rules of the game for players, and include not
just laws and regulations and their enforcement but social norms and belief systems.

lnstitutional structures are highly complex, and are determined by history, culture and tradition. Douglas North
won a Nobel Prize for stressing that good policies are not enough, a country also needs successful institutions to
succeed.

This is why emulating successful countries has proved very difficult. Even if you emulate a successful country's
politics, you cannot easily emulate its institutions because those depends so much on history, culture and social
behaviour...

ln lndia the, the mind-set of politicians has changed very little; reform has been driven by the bankruptcy of the
state rather than any commitment to empower the consumer or accept the logic of the market. ln Russia, seven
decades of communism have eradicated all historical memory and traditions involving entrepreneurship, and cre-
ated a mind-set that constantly looks to the state for solutions. By contrast, the people of Eastern Europe still
remember the old traditions of market systems, and so have been able to adjust far better than in Russia. ln a
recent lecture, North says, "The relative success of auctioning state assets and re-establishing a legal system in
the Czech republic compared with Russia resulted from the heritage of informal norms that made for the relatively
harmonious establishment of the new rules."

Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Alyar, Ihe Sunday Tmes oflndra, September 13
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Suonc INTo CHaos?

The Indian State Vs. Its Citizens
An Unequal Contest

I. B. D'Souza

Some of us believe in an 'Asian' concept of human rights, which holds that
economic development has to precede the full flowering of human rights. Others
have the delusion that the security forces need to be ruthless, unquestioned
and unbridled, if they are to keep the country safe.

"tr\rhere, after all, do univer-
sal human rights begin? In small
places, close to home - so close
and so small that they cannot be
seen on any maps of the world. Yet
they are the world of the individual
person; the neighbourhood he lives
in, the school or college he attends,
the factory, farm or office where
he works. Such are the places where
every man, woman and child seeks

equal justice, equal opportunity,
equal dignity without discrimina-
tion. Unless these rights have
meaning there, they have little
meaning anywhere." That was
Eleanor Roosevelt, chairing the UN
Human Rights Commission in 1948.

Of the violence within the
home - the wife beating, the child
abuse, the cruelty practiced on do-
mestic servants - there is no nrea-
sure. We know only that it happens
everywhere, all the time. There is
very little remedy, legal or societal.
It hides behind closed doors.

Bonded & Child Labour

Far more openly and shame-
lessly practised in India are bonded
labour and child labour, official
denials notwithstanding. A recent
study on south Asia reported the
shocking fact that one in every three
Indian children under 15 is forced

into child labour. (Yet our gov-
ernntents happily adopt and report
impossible school enrolment figures:
The proportion of boys enrolled in
prinrary school officially exceeds

100% evervwhere except in Haryana
and Kerala; our governments are
not asharned of proclaiming this
ridiculous figure. For girls the official
ratio is 937o.) Millions of Indians
lose their rights well before they
reach adolescence. Millions live in
bondage and misery all their
working lives. For all these mil-
lions, rights are costly irrelevan-
cies; their struggle is for survival.

And there are the millions
whose rights are suppressed by a

cruel caste system, a system of which
the excesses were outlawed by the
Constitution we adopted in 1950,

but which has lived on to this day.
It may now be again sharpening its
instruments of oppression, even if
the days are gene when a Mahar
had to lie prostrate on the ground
if a Brahmin passed by.

Violations by State Agencies

To these societal assaults on
human rights we have in these fifty
years of so-called freedom added
a persistent barrage from the se-

curity forces - the army, the para-
military forces and the police.
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Violations by the State agencies are
much more severe, more intense.
They are perpetrated illegally as

well as under cover, or colour, of
law. And there is no redress; the
transgressor is the very agency we
taxpayers pay to protect us.

Let's look f irst at the
transgressions that have the colour
of law. Almost since the dawn of
our independence our statute book
has corrtained draconiau provisions
for detention rryithout trial. Nehru
had the Preventive Detention Act,
although before 7917 he had himself
castigated the British government
for its resort to savage laws of this
kind. Its recent aaatar, TADA, could
get you 6 months itr jail for an
innocent utterance, such as

questioning our government's stance

on Kashntir. A Punjab High Court
judge who had lectured in supPort
of civil liberties was arrested,
handcuffed, and made to stand for
hours irr the scorching suu of a

Chandigarh sunlmer. And while
he stood there the police burgled

- not just searched - his home.
TADA rnade a confession to a

policeman admissible in evidence,
overturning one of the cherished
principles of Indiarr jurisprudence'
Worse still, it introduced thereby
a direct incentive to torture of

t5



Srmwc rNTo CHaos? The Indian State Vs.Its Citizens

prisoners, a course our police
pounced on with alacrity.

Misuse of TADA

TADA was enacted to deal
witl'r terrorism in the Puniab, but
it soon became a handy instrument
of political tyranny that our gov-
ernments applied to 22 States, irn-
prisoning 50,000 Indians. And which
State do you tllink contributed most
prisoners to that total? It was

Quj4raf Jlre home state of that,qqgh--

terrorist Mahatma Gandhi; Gujarat,
where terrorism was virtually un-
known. Yet Gujarat jailed 19,000
persons under TADA!

TADA may have gone, but
its spirit survives, and hundreds
of citizens arrested before it lapsed
still languish in jail.

The cover of law imposes fur-
ther hardship and human rights
violations on thousands of under-
trial prisoners. A poor man ac-
cused of trying to kill a former CM
of Maharashtra was finally acquit-
ted a few weeks ago, seventeen years
after he entered jail. Who bothered
about this innocent man's rights
for seventeen years? Will his
accusers be brought to trial?

Violations by Security Forces

Turn now to the totally ille-
gal violations that take place every
day, at the hands of the police, the
army, ar"rd the other security forces.
Irr coping with insurgency in the
north-east and Kashmir, the army
has not been as virtuous as its gen-
erals claim it to be, even if it cannot
take the entire credit for alienating
the people of these two areas from
the rest of us Indians.

In Manipur on l6th February

16

last year the 57th Mountain Divi-
sion arrested one Kanjugam Singh,
suspected of Iinks with insurgents.
On the 19th he was delivered to
the police, who sent him to hos-
pital. He died the next day.

In March 1996 one Andrabi,
a Kashmiri journalist who had cam-
paigned for human rights, was ar-
rested by a unit of the 35th Rashtriya
Rifles. Less than a fortnight later
his body was found. No explana-

"tion was'forthcoming, nor was it.
safe to demand one.

Some years earlier, also in
Kashmir, Mohammed Hanif Baggu
was picked up from his home by
the 25th Madras Regiment. He was
beaten, hung upside down from a

ceiling and dumped in a ditch.

These are only three out of
a large number of cases that stand
out in n.ry memory, and not even
three swallows make a summer. In
fact, the army's onslaughts on hu-
man rights are better concealed than
those perpetrated by the police, be-
cause they are confined to limited
areas of the country in which in-
surgency is particularly visible and
media candour is actively deterred,
as Andrabi's case shows. The army
is also careful to turn its victims
over to the police after it has "dealt"
with them.

Police Atrocities

The police are everywhere,
and so are their atrocities. Just
about a n'rorrth ago the sight of two
railway policemen thrashing a poor
womarl hawker at Andheri station
in Bombay roused commuters into
a violent protest. In retaliation the
railway police came out in force to
lathi-charge the protesters. The re-
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sulting stampede killed a rvolnan
conrr11uter.

About a year ago a l4-year
old was arrested in Tamil Nadu on
a false charge of stealing a bicycle.
That evening, his decapitated body
was found on the track of a nearby
railway station.

This list too could go on and
on. But apart from such scattered
excesses, Bombay witnessed dur-
ing the 'l.992-93 riots.systematie
attacks on innocent people by the
very police whom we pay to pro-
tect us. The Srikrishna Commis-
sion has named a number of police
officers for prosecution, chief among
them R.D.Tyagi, then Joint Com-
missioner of Police. For his pains
Tyagi was promoted to be Com-
missioner!

Even in normal times, our
police are ever ready to arrest people
they don't like, on the slightest of
pretexts. And once arrested ycu
are in deep trouble. You are available
to satisfy the sexual or sadistic in-
stincts of your interrogators, avail-
able for assault, rape, torture and
even nrurder. Last year the nurn-
ber of custodial deaths in India was
888, up from 303 in'1996.
Maharashtra led the States in this
shameful tally: its score was 200.

It led also in custodial rapes, tes-
timony to the virility of the
Maharashtra policeman. "ln the
name of custodial interrogation a

reign of terror is let loc>se, and people
are harassed" - wise words fronr
none other than Mr. Tyagi, the same
Tyagi, now retired.

Police "Encounters"

l'erhaps the worst form of
assault by the State orr human rights
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is its repeated use of 'encounters'.
Bomba1"5 Policc' Conrmissioner re-
centll' told a nreeting that in en-
corrnters the police shoot only in
self-defence. On the platforn'r with
him another speaker cited 99 police
encounters, in which 135 people
were killed, but not one policeman
was even injured. Sonreone was
lying.

What makes our security
forces so ready to resort to their
own terrorism, to trample freely on
our rights, is the virtual immunity
they enjoy. Just try to register a
complaint against a misbehaving
policernan at a police station. You
face a blank wall. You are lucky
if you are not yourself cl'rarged with

sorne crime and locked up. And
the police strenuousiy resist enqiri-
ries into their misconduct, on the
spurious ground that the force lvould
be demoralised. What an exalted
state of morale must pervade tl're
police if it cannot survive a rev-
elation of the tnrth!

Saddest of all is the apathy
of the middle classes to such ex-
cesses, which mostly hurt the poor.
Some of us believe in an 'Asian'
concept of human rights, which
holds that economic development
has to precede the full flowering
of human rights. Others have the
delusion that the security forces need
to be ruthless, unquestioned and
unbridled, if they are to keep the

cauntry safe. Again and again one
remernbers Niernoller, speaking of
Germanv, in the thirties:'First they
came for the Jeu's, and I diC not
speak out - because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Commu-
nists and I did not speak out - because
I rvas not a Cornmunist. Then they
cane for the trade unionists, and
I did not speak out - because I rvas
not a trade unionist. Then they came
for me - and there was no one left
to speak out for nre".

MR.I. B. D'SOUZA is a civil servant (since

retired), Held senior positions including that
of Chief Secretary, Governrnent of
Maharashtra and Municipal Corporation of
Greater Bonrbay. He is active in a voluntary
agency engaged in promoting low income
horrsing.

On Minoo Masani
It was as a school stu-

dent that I first heard about
M. R. Masani through the
newspapers. His speeches
and questions in Parliament
following his election in 1967
were not just impressive but
he almost single handedly
raised parliamentary debates
to a level where the ruling
benches were foxed and the
opposition non-plussed.

He was a statesman and not just a politician. Poli-
tics was for him a mission to enrich public life and not a
'profession'as it is today. He believed in leading the people
on the right path even if his followers were not legion. Not
given to cheap and rabble rousing populism, he ploughed
a lone furrow in lndian politics. ln a politicalage intoxicated
by socialism and a pro-communist foreign policy, he swam
against the tide and his warnings whether on economic or
political issues have all come true today.

At the meeting in Mumbai to condole his death,
many referred to his views on Kashmir. Once, while sitting
with him in the Bombay Gymkhana with Mrs. Sheela, I

asked him that while his views on the right of self-determi-
nation and secession were based on conviction, did he

really believe that the terrorists in Jammu & Kashmir would
honour those values. His answer was a crisp "No". His po-
litical views were value-based and not dependent cn politi-
cal expediency and no one could doubt his integrity

M. R. Masanivalued time like gold - perhaps more
As a Management Consultant, when any candidate came
even five minutes late, Mr. Masani would ask: "Gentleman,

when you are in need of a job, you come five minutes late.
How late will you be if you do not need a job". And that was
the end of the interview and with it, perhaps, the prospects
of getting a job!

On his 80th birthday, when a contributory dinner was
hosted at the Royal Bombay Yacht Club, the invitation card
mentioned the time as 7.30 p.m. When Mr. Masani walked
in, an enthusiastic admirer excitedly said, "Mr. Masani, we
have been waiting since 7.00 p.m." Masani being what he
was, stated, "But the invitation card mentioned 7.30 p.m.,
and showed him his wrist watch. Sure enough, it was 7.30
p.m.!

lf lndia did not utilise his services, the loss was ours,
not his. M. R. Masani's is a profile of courage and integrity,
and the greatest tribute to him is to continue the fight for the
cause of liberty and democracy.

Nitin G. Raut
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Our Own Animal Farm

The mernory of what one ex-
perienced as a young urchin'{ive
decades ago in a south Tan'rilnadu
hamlet is vividly, if violently
brought back in the mind's vision
now. As little children we were fas-
cinateC by the five mongrel dogs oi
varying ages, colours and strengths
that treated the small lane as their
territory. All the dogs - dirty light-
brown, dirty black, dirty white, dirty
grey and dirty red brown - used to
wait patiently, and even playfully
until my grandmother brought the
soiled banana leaves used for daily
meals, outside the house. The dogs
would follow her peacefully at a re-
spectful distance until she walked to
the corner of the lane to throw the
lot.

Ecchakkalai

No sooner the left-over leaves
with the small uneaten remnants of
food touched the ground with a

splash, all hell would break loose.
The dogs would rush to the mound
of leaves all at once. The strongest
amongst them would naturally get
at the Ecchakkalai (used leaf with the
leftover food) first with all the rest
pushed to the back growling for
some time, planning their moves no
doubt. And just when the big one
Settles down to mop up the food par-
ticles, the rest of the pack would
charge furiously. Unable to face the
onslaught of the others fighting in
urrison, the big bad dog would be

S. Ambirajan

Politicians are necessary if a society wishes to have a democratic form of
government. Politicians will not be politicians if they do not aspire for power.

But it is incumbent on them to behave in such a way that they do not lose
creditibility in the eyes of the people.

compelled to retire and endlessly for leader) are any different from the
whine'with seemingly. philosophie,' -,aforementioned. .zoologicaJ speci-
resignation. The rest shared the loot mens, can it be denied? lVe may be
with some enjoying the food and doinganinjusticetotheunfortunate
others finding pleasure in simply denizens of the animal kingdom be-

.b_a1fing.- put of course, not for long, cause after all they b9f1v_e accord-
as one went to eat whai *as lbft ing to tiieir instinct of irirvival.'Ahl
peacefully. A lct of barking, a lot of Man is different, because God en-
growling and a lot of pushing and dowed llim rvith the capacity of
shoving until the children of the thinking, discretion and judgement.
household were asked to drive them God also endowed these abilities to
awav by the elders. This was a the Indian political class. Assun'ring
drama that used to take place twice that the Indian political class will use

every day. There were other partici- these abilities in the right n'ay, the
pants too. The crows on the tree makers of our Constitution gave a
waiting for the dogs to be chased wonderful instrument to the Indian
out, and ticks riding on their dogs political elite to take India into the
no doubt feeling satisfied that the pinnacles of glory, but they pre-
blood of the dog they prefer to ride ferred tobe like Caliban who ranted:
tasted the sweetest' you taught nre language, and

Animals and politicians my profit on't
Is, I know how to curse.

This is actually the territory of (Shakespeare in TheTenryest).

the great Tamil writer, Mr.
Jayakanthan (or George orweil) , It is tragic to see that rt'hat the

who can capture the i-r'o";;;;;- 3:g? 
tt"*t and ticks do in terms of

- '-;-1 ,--- 
- ' blind instinct, our highly educatedrnos ot sucn long vanrsneo scenes

---. . 
-.;- : -; politicians, bureaucrats alrd politicalano recreate tnenr etoouenuv ano

beautifuily in his tranJilrl;;;;; co-mmentators are doing with open

But who needs the tr;;;;;;;;;- eyes' using their reasoning faculties

ist to bring back the rin:"-,;';h;; a1!,finallY justifying their actions in

we have the current crop of our poli- strident tones'

ticians, bureaucrats and iournalists?
If someone after seei.g ti.;H;;;;- Lure of Power

gans of the unholy cabals that call There is first of all the mad
themselves political groupings ma- rush to power by the individual
nipulating their followers and the politicians as soon as the election is

public ask wlrether the thalaiuars announced and by the political
(Tamil for leader) and nelas (Hindi parties when the election results
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trickle il. Every political party either
by itself or in alignment with other
aliies, irrespective of its strength in
the house, is anxious to form the
go\:ernnent. Moral consistency is
not the prime principle but the creed
slrould be to reach the ecchakkalni
first. Thus the Congress and the
United Front rvill declare that tl're
lar5;est single party principle. should
not be applied by the President of
India, but a must for the govemor
of Himachal Pradesh. Not to be
outdone, the BJP will argue that the
same principle is not applicable in
the case of Himachal Pradesl'r but an
absolute must for the Indian
republic.

Then tl'rere is tlre second
action where man emulates the
beast. The first come is not left in
peace to enjoy the spoils of office.
Every trick is resorted to edge out
the incumbent. Yesterday's enemies
become today's friends and methods
ranging from offering ministerial
bertl'rs to inrprisonnrent in hill
res()rts to transferring suitcases are
tused to the accompaniment of an
ideological drone, with the sole
purpose of dislodging the newly
fomred governntent. The relatively
largest political formatiorr is edged
out to whine and sulk, awaiting for
its next opportunity.

Having dislodged the big bad
dog, do the others enjoy Office in
peace? No. Let us see the third char-
acteristic where dog and man do the
sarne thing. Fight antongst thenr-
selves. Irrvariably with opportunis-
tic coalitions with small parties, the
rvhip hand is held by the small par-
ties. Thus it is n<lt only a case of the
tail w'agging the dog, but multiple
t;rils waggirrg the anralgam of politi-
cal parties. Thus we have instances
rvhetr parties prlay 111" gar.rre of
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brinkmanship with fellow mernbers
of tl're coalition.

Eatirrg Dog Vs. Barking Dog

There is the fourth point of
comparison u'hich both our village
mongrels and politicians have origi-
nated. Ttre clever innovation of our
netas, namely "Outside support" is
nothing other than the "Eating Dog
vel'sus Barking Dog" syndrome. The
barking dog rn'ill neither enjoy the
food nor will it allow the ot\gpq tp
enjoy their scraps from the leaf heap.
One never knows whether our po-
litical leaders learnt anything from
the great proponents of democratic
theory like Jolu Locke or John Stuart
Mill or not, but sure enough, they
have imbibed to the last iota, the
theory and praxis of Robert Clive
who was the earliest to perfect the
art of "Power rvithout responsibil-
ity". With the help of the threat of
blackmail, the outside supporters
can get anything doue rvithout wor-
rying about the long ternl conse-
quences for the econon'ly or polity.

While the politicians are busy
fighting tlreir battles to zero in on the
spoils of the war, tl're gargantuan
bureaucracy is orrly happy to feed
comfortably. Just orre irrstance will
do. Will the mammoth increase in
the enrolunrents of the public ser-
vants sanctioned by the Gujral-
Chidambaram duo have happened
l'rad we a resolute and united gclv-
ernment conscious of its responsibil-
ity in looking after the precarious
Indiarr public finances? Crows cel-
ebrate when the dogs are chased out.

Opportunism and Double Talk

Similarly, our political com-
nlentatc)rs exhibit more l<lyalty to
their favourite political leaders and
prarties than tl're nelas thenrselves
who are quite liappy to have the

nlcst flexible principles. One da1.
they cry in trnison rtitlr Mr. Surjeet
that "Congress" is as Lrad as the
'BJP". Conle another da1', and the
results are announced, ancl the CPM
stalwart changes his "line", every-
one agrees that the "Congress" is
less bad than the "BJP" and should
be supported. If your favourite
leader uses all metirods to topple the
other, it is a "magnificient battle". If
your pet aversion does the sarne
thing, it is "unprincipled and dirty

' maChinations". Thus every tick has
its favourite dog.

On seeing this, the man frclm
Mars can legitmately conclude that
our political leaders never pro-
ceeded far in the evolutionary tra-
jectory. It should not matter, but
unfortunately their actions are lead-
ing the country into an abyss. What
they forget is that the citizens of In-
dia can shorrr' their displeasure with
the political class by refusing to par-
ticipate in democratic processes as
for example when we see whole vil-
lages decide not to take part in the
election. Worse still, the citizens nray
plump for some form of authoritar-
ian rule that would make the squab-
bling and venal politicians irrelevant
which can only destroy the already
flawed polity.

Politicians are necessary if a

society wishes to have a democratic
form of government. Politicians will
not be politicians if they do not as-
pire for power. But it is incumbent
on them to behave iu such a way that
they do not lose creditibility in the
eyes of the people.

PROFESSOR S. AMBIRAJAN is a writerand
coltrmnist and a Professor of [conomics.
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The Inclian Army and the 'Enemy Within'
E. D'Souza

As the Army Ghief declared, the lndian Army of over 1 million 'All
Ranks' has a vested interest in protecting nature and restoring it and
by so doing to reduce the destructiveness of natural catastrophes to

the extent possible.

The title of this piece may
seem a bit odd. The Indian Army
is undoubtedlv concerned with the
enemy within when it is deployed
on internal security duties as dur-
ing the Mumbai riots. But the "En-
any Within" in this instance is'not
the ISI, nor inter communal prob-
lems, caste riots or terrorism. It is
something far more sinister and that
is the degradation of the environ-
ment because of onr greed; our very
survival depends on the many boun-
ties of nature. There can be little
doubt that we appear to be hell
bent in destroying nature or else
why would North East India be in
the grip of some of the worst floods
within living memory causing a large
number of deaths and rendering
over 4 million people homeless in
Bihar, Assam and West Bengal, not
to mention Bangladesh, bringing in
its wake untold misery - starva-
tion, lack of drinking water and
power, and denudation of crops
vital for our sustenance. And the
drought in Orissa. The sufferings
of the poor and marginalised are
there for all to see. And then we
have had the Malpa tragedy due
to landslides cause<i by deforesta-
tion. This then is the Enemy Within,
the terms of reference of a vibrant
presentation made by Ceneral Ved
Prakash Malik, PVSM, AVSM, ADC,
the Army Chief, in Mumbai recently.

There can be little doubt that
the floods and landslides and dis-
ruption of comnrunications are nan
nrade and not an act ofnature alone.

The Malpa disaster in Pithoragarh
District of UP was surely due to
deforestation of the mountainsides
and the disturbarrce of rock forma-
tions during construction of border
roads. Lackof sanitation and hygiene
lead to communicable diseases,
again man made. The burgeoning
population is perhaps an extremely
serious one. The near total depen-
dence on non renewable sources of
energy causes an additional strain
on renewable sources like fuel wood,
which in turn leads to deforesta-
tion. These indicators and many
others are what the Army Chief
referred lo as The Enemy Within.

Awareness of Nature

The Army as is well known
is deployed in ecologically rich areas
throughout the length and breadth
of the country and in some of the
most famous wilderness areas gen-
erally inaccessible to the public like
the Nanda Devi and Kanchendzonga
Sanctuaries. It has a presence in the
Thar Desert, the Himalayan Foot-
hills, the Ladakh Plateau, in river-
ine Punjab, in the Gangetic Delta,
in the tropical rain forests of the
East and South, in the dry decidu-
ous forests of Central India, in the
Western Chats, in the High
Himalayas, the Karakorams, in the
Aravali Hills and even in Dakshin
Gangotri in Antarctica. So its
personnel are best placed to under-
stand the web of life and how our
insensitive attitudes can interfere
with nature.
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As the Army Chief declared,
the Indian Arnly of over 1 million
'All Ranks' has a vested interest in
protecting nature and restoring it
and by so doing to reduce the
destructiveness of natural catastro-
'phes to the €xtent possible. Th'e ireii" (r' r''r

being drawn mainly fromrural areas

understand the importance of water,
tree cover to sustain underwater
resources, land and water pollu-
tion and disease. With the basic
education that the Army gives its
personnel and helps them to progress
academically, it enables it to create
that awareness without which nature
cannot be protected, and extends
this to responsible parenthood and
the imperative need to have small
families of just one or two children;
it has succeeded in doing so.

Protecting & Restoring Nature

Thanks to sound leadership,
discipline, constant monitoring by
virtue of its deployment and its
organic structure, the Arnry can and
has achieved much in this new role.
The interest of Army Chiefs, right
down the line from the day General
P. P. Kumaramangalam becanre the

President of the World Wildlife Fund
India, a succession of Army Chiefs
have devoted, in varying degrees,
time and effort to prrttecting arrd
restoring nature, without Covern-
ment backing. General Sharma did
commendable work in Ladakh and
General Rodrigues as well who gave
a tremendous fillip by creating an

ad hoc Eco-Cell in Army HQ under
the Director General of MilitarY
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Training. This cell was then rep-
licated at Army Command level
and interaction between the Forest
Department and NGOs like WWF
India and BNHS became visible.

Tree Planting

Perhaps the most visible in-
voivement of the Army is in the
field of tree planting. Millions of
trees have been planted in Army
Cantonments throughout the coun-
try, in Patiala, Deolali, J & K,
Belgaum, Kolhapur, Bhuj, Pune,
Pulgaon, North Bengal and so on.
Only plants endemic to that area
and" a few exotics are plante'd. The
plants are then looked after and if
the Unit located there is moved,
it is required to hand over all eco
projects to the relieving unit. This
ensures continuity and care to
achieve upto 85% survivability. The
afforestation of mountain sides in
the Sikkim Himalayas has succeeded
in preventing landslides on the North
arrd East Sikkinr highways which
ivere, at one period, common.

Another area where the Army
has used its infrastructure and
interest is the restoration of degraded
l.rrrd. ln Ahnrednagar for instance
the Arnrv has been given 850 hectares
of rlaste land with the National
\'Vaste Land Board providing funds.
The scheme, MIITC GREEN, started
a few years ago by the Mechanized
hrfantry Regimental Cerrtre in col-
laboratiorr with seven villages in
the command area has succeeded
in restoring the land.

On the question of wildlife
protectiorr, Ceneral Malik stated that
whereas Arnry persontrel were once
described as 'wanton destructors
of India's rich wildlife heritage' tl're
rifle has been replaced by the canrera
arrd binoculars and strict disciplin-
ary actiou is taken against poach-
ing if at all. This writer recalls a

corrversatic'rrr he had with the late
[)r Salinr Ali ancl Prince Philip,
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erstwhile President WWF, that the
Army should restart Shikar Clubs
in certain forest blocks because a
disciplined force would then be able
to monitor poaching and the strict
observance of wild life laws. He
mentioned the remarkable increase
in the feral population of the en-
dangered Kashmir Stag the 'hangui'
in the upper reaches of the Dachigam
Sanctuary in the Valley and the steps
taken by dedicated Army person-
nel to protect the rich wildlife in-
cluding many endangered species
in Ladakh like the Black Necked
Cratte, the Himalayan Tahr, the
Snow Leopard and Ovis Ammon,
aud'in Norih Sikkim, on the Pla-
teau, Kyang, wolf , snow partridge
and the Red Panda. Troops are now
being trained to identify endangered
flora and faurra when on patrols
and expeditions in remote areas and
to report on their sightings.

The Army Chief, the prag-
matic leader that he is, did not
hesitate to answer frankly certain
questions that were raised. One
intervention was about the
Kaziranga Wildlife Sanctuary where,
because of the unprecedented fl oods,
15 endangered Indian rhinos have
been drowned and what is the Army
doing about it if it is so involved
in preservation of nature and natural
resources. In his own inimitable way
General Malik gently reminded the
questioner that nearly 4 million
people, women and children in
particular, have been displaced
facing problems of drinking water,
food, shelter and disease. Should
the Army worry about rhinos,
elepharrts, deer and wild buffaloes
or this phenomenally large number
of human beings? All things being
equal the Army would certainly d<r

all it can within the realms of
possibility to save endangered flora
and fauna but it had to have its
priorities right and that is saving
human life. He warrred that the
Arnry is hanrstruug in matters of
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funds and resources but more than
that its comnritnr'ent to national
security within and without. Ilere
again was the problem of priori-
ties. Whatever the Army is doing
in this fifth role is being done without
official patronage and backing. It
,aias through its own efforts.

To end this article on a high
note, tl'ris writer has addressed
audiences worldwide-in Brasilia,
Caracas, Syracuse and Duke Uni-
versities USA, Bordeaux, Divonrre
France, LiK, Austria and even
Bulgaria among others, on the
exemplary role played by the In-
dian Army in savirrg the environ-
ment. His articles in foreign journals
and his appearances on BBC's
Overseas, Radio Oxford and Asian
Services, have focused the atterr-
tion of the world on how the Armed
Forces could be used in this nation
building role without blunting the
cutting edge of the sword, a timehl
warning to llrc many who think that
the lndian Army with its multiple
security concerns can deaiate from its
main roles.

MAJ.GEN. (Retd.) E. D'SOUZA is a regular
contributor to Freedotn First.
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When the Courts Worked Overtime
Yatindra Singh

The Allahabad High Court reinstated Kalyan Singh as the chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh. lt may not have been the most important case

decided by the Allahabad High Court, but undoubtedly it was the most
dramatic one.

General elections to the U.P.
legislative assembly r+'ere held in
C)ctober-November 1996, and the
result was a 'hung' assembly.
Thougl-r the BJP and its allies were
the largest group/ they were not
called to form the government. The
decision to extend President's Rule,
was successfully challenged before
a Full Bench of the Allahabad High
Court. The operation of the order
was stayed and the matter was
pending before the Supreme Court,
when, arising from a mutual un-
derstanding between the BJP and
BSP, Ms. Mayavatiof theBSPbecame
chief minister on 21st March, 1997
and in terms of the mutual under-
standing, handed over the chief
ministership to Shri Kalyan Singh
of the BJP, after the expiry of six
months. He was sworn in as the
Chief Minister on 21st September,
1997. But soon thereafter Ms.
Mayawatiwithdren' her support to
the government. The Governor
asked Shri Kalyan Singh to prove
his maiority. This he did on 21st
October 1997 with the help of a

break-away group of 22- MLAs from
the Congress who named themselves
'Loktantrik Congress' and another
break-away group of BSP MLAs
call i ug themselves'Loktar-rtrik BS[".

The stage was now set for the
drama to begin at 1.30 p.m. on 21st
Febmary, 1998. The Governor of
U. ['. issrred the following order:' 72

members of the [,oktantrik Congress
came to see me arouud 1330 hours

this afternoon. Sri Rajaram Pandey
of the breakar,r'ay f anata Dal accom-
panied them. Ms. Mayavati, Presi-
dent of BSP, Shri Kokeb lr4ukherjee
leader of .the Legislative Party of
the BKKP and Shri Ahmed Hassan
of tl'reSamajwadi Party. Shri Pramod
Tewari of the Congress Legislative
Party joined them. Shri Jagdambika
Pal intimated that the Loktantrik
Congress has lvithdrawn support
from the Kalyan Singh Government
and staked the claim to form a

Government under his leadersl'rip...
I received a telephone call from Sl-rri

Harikishen Singh Surjeet General
Secretary of the CPM that all CPM
MLAs will support Shri Jagdambika
Pal. I also received a telephone call
from Shri Alok Bharati of the CI'l
that their one member will support
Shri Jagdambika I'a1...

"Under this situation I have
now to take a difficult decision. Do
I permit a Government r.r,hich is
clearly inminority to test its strength
on the floor of the House and thereby
provide opportunity for horse trad-
ing.. or swear in Shri Jagdambika
Pal,.., Taking all factors into account,
it is my view that more stable
Government is possible with lesser
chances of horse trading by my
inviting Shri Jagdambika Pal to form
a Government and prove its strength
on the floor of the House."

Kalyan Singh r.r'as informed
about this at around 2.45 p.m. FIe

met the Covernor at 5.00 p.m. along
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with a letter saying that his Gov-
ernment had a majority inthe Ilouse
and recluested a floor test in the
Assembly. Thiswas denied and Shri

Ja gd ambika Pa I was g,s (g{.tg.p r"p.-y.g.

his majority.

The Allahabad Iligh Court is

closed every Saturday except for
two Saturdays in a year. 21st Fel>
mary was one such Sattrrday. The
High Court \4/as open. No lah/yer
enjoys working on a Saturday. 1'hat
Saturday, I was on my feet till the
Court rose at 4 p.m. On my r.r'ay

to my office, I was informed that
the Chief Minister had asked that
I should standby for word from
him. At 4.45 p.m. I u'as informed
that Shri Kalyan Singh n'as likell'
to be dismissed r,r'ithotrt being given
any opportunity to prove his
majority on the floor of the Hortse.
We were required to do something
in the matter. Perhaps a writ pe
tition for direction in terms of the
S. R. Bommai's case, where Mr.

fustice Jeevan Reddy of the Supreme
Court, had held "... r,r'hether the
Chief Minister had lost the confi-
dence of the Ilouse ib not a-matter
to be determined by the Governor
or for that matter anywhere except
the floor of the House.. . Democracy
.. means .. such question should be

decided on the floor of the Llorrse.
The I-louse is tl're place where
democracy is in action. It is not for
the Governor to determine the said
question on his 0\^/l'l or on his
verification. ...



The writ petition was to be
filed was against the State
Government. As Additiona! Advo-
cate General for the State, I couldn't
appear for the petitioners without
the permission of the State govern-
nlent to appear against it. This was
granted. We decided to file the
pe tition in the name of Dr. Narendra
Kumar Singh Gaur, a Minister for
Higher Education in Kalyan Singh's
Government, who was available in
Allahabad. On that Saturday, the
Bench consisted of the Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Palok Basu and Hon'ble Mr.
Justice D.K. Seth. Hon'ble Justice
Palok Basu had not come to the
Court. His place being taken by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Birendra Dixit.
The day was also over. This petition
could not be entertained unless and
until assigned to a Bench by the
Hon'ble Chief Justice. He was not
in Allahabad and the Hon'ble R.

S. Dhawan, the seniormost Judge
was incharge. I went to his house
at 8.30 p.m. and requested him to
assign a Bench to hear this matter.
He assigned it to the Bench of
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Birendra Dikshit
and Hon'ble Mr. Justice D. K. Seth.
It rvas 9.00 p.m. The hand-written
order mereh' stated that the Writ
Petitit-rn be presented beiore the
Bench the same day. We reached
the residence of Horr'ble Mr. Justice
Birendra Dikshit at around 9.20 p.m.
The counsel for the State of UP and
the Union of Inclia were already
there. We requested Justice Dikshit
tc'form the Bench and take a decision.
At9.40 p.m., the Hon'ble Mr. Justice
D. K. Seth came. By this time we
filed a supplementary affidavit
stating that the Kalyan Singh's
Government had been dismissed
(at 9.00 p.m.) and the Governor was
goirrg to administer the oath of office
to Shri Jagdambika l'al at about 10.30

p.m. The Court started hearing the
matter. At about 10.20 p.m., we were
requested tcl leave the roonr as the
judges wanted tc.r discuss among
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themselves. At around 11.00 p.m.,
the private secretary was called and
the order was dictated. Shri Vijay
Bahadur Singh, Advocate for the
new Chief Minister came and
requested the Bench to hear him.
It was 11.30 p.m. The Court again
heard the arguments of the Counsels.
Thereafter we were again requested
to leave the room. It was 00.30 a.m.
The day had passed. It had become
22nd February, 7998. The Court
called us in at about 1.45 a.m. and
informed us that they had passed
the orders.

It is for the first time in the
history of the Allahabad High Court
and perhaps for the first time any-
where in the country that the Court
worked on a Sunday and the Bench
sat and heard the matter at length.
It was clear that the Counsel for
the Respondents never wanted to
finish the case. Their strategy was
to let the case linger on beyond 24th
February, 1998 so that the petition
becanre infructuous. The writ pe-
tition was filed before the Kalyan
Singh government was dismissed.
The prayer in substance was that
Kalyan Singh Government should
not be dismissed except in accor-
dance with law, namely till he was
defeated on the floor of the House.
It was during the hearing that his
government was dismissed and Shri

Jagdambika Pal was sworn as the
new Chief Minister. The case was
again taken up at 10.00 a.m. on
Monday, 23rd February 7998. I
pleaded that looking into the ur-
gency some orders be passed that
same day. The Court passed an
interim order staying the operation
of the order dismissing Kalyan Singh
Government and restored the sfa-

tus quo ante.

The main argulnent on be-
half of the petition was that once
Kalyan Singh had asserted that he
has the majority of the House it was
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not open for the Governor to decide
whether he had majority or not but
had to be settled on the floor of
the House. The Court observed:

"The only ground for not
permitting the floor test for Kalyan
Singh was the alleged horse-trad-
ing. The Court did rrot accept this
argument and observed: "'fhe very
fact that the floor test by Jagdambika
Pal having been fixed on 24th
February, 1998 pre-supposes that
floor test is possible and there was
no exceptionai circumstances ren-
dering it impossible. Thus, if the
floor test was possible in the ab-
sence of any exceptional circum-
stances, it was not open to the
Governor to evade floor test, though
demanded by Kalyan Singh, which
fact has not been denied and finds
mention in the order itself. It was
incumbent on the Governor to
summon the house for floor test".

We knew this would not end
in the High Court. Mrs. Sheila Goel
filed a Caveat at 4.30 p.m. before
the Supreme Court. Shri Jagdambika
Pal filed a Special Leave Petition
before the Registrar of the Supreme
Court at 10.00 p.m. on 23rd Feb-
ruary, 1998 with the request that
a Bench be formed immediately.
But the Bench could not be formed.
The matter was taken up at 10.30

a.m. on 24th February, 1998, before
a specially Constituted Bench com-
prising Chief Justice M. M. Punchhi,
Mr. Justice S. C. Agrawal and Mr.
]ustice K. T. Thomas. The Court
heard Shri Kapil Sibal, Counsel for
Shri Jagdambika Pal and then
wanted to know from Shri Soli
Sorabjee, if Kalyan Singh ever
claimed a majority in the House
before the Governor. The Court
thought that in 'case he had not
asserted his majority but merely
sought time to prove his majority,
then the Governor was right in
concluding he did not have a



najority. The Supreme Court
wanted to know if the Governor
had mentioned this in its order.
Unfortunately, the Governor had
not mentioned it in so many words.
He had said that Shri Kalyan Singh
had sought time to prove his
rnajority. This was different from
saying that he had majority at that
time, the Court observed. Refer-
ring to the letter given by Kalyan
Singh to the Governor, the Court
felt it must be decided democrati-
caily on the floor of the assembly,
as soon as possible. In fact, the Court
wanted the floor test the next day
i.e. 25th February, 1998 but it was
a holiday. The Court ordered the
session of the Assembly on 26th
February, 1998 to have a composite
floor test between the contending
parties in order to see which out
of the two contesting claimants of

the Chief Minister had a majority
in the House. This was a unique
situation. Shri Kalyan Singh proved
lris majority by 225 votes to 195

votes. When the casewasagain taken
up on 27th February, 1998, the
Supreme Court observed: "We are

of the oirw that the impunged interim
order of the High Court directing the

Kalyan Singh Ministry to be put back

in office should be hereby made abso-

lute". The court also observed, 'In
these circumstances, keeping any at-
tendant issues aliae in the fonn of the

writ petition before the High Court
would now be not conducfue to politi-
cal peace and tranquility, as also oaerall
harmony." There was no justifica-
tion in keeping this litigation pend-
ing. The Supreme Court closed the
chapter. Thus ended one of the most
dramatic cases of the Indian Judi-
ciary.

This case justified the faith
of our founding fathers in the theory
ofchecks and balances. It has shown
how new technologies can aid the
cause of justice. We had a good case
but rvere short of tiure. The com-
puters made the petition possible
to be ready very quickly. The fax
machine enabled information to be
received in the shortest period of
time. The mobile phones enabled
us to utilise even the time spent
while driving our cars or rvaiting
to argue the case.

It was a case where records
were made. The case was decided
in six days and the Courts func,
tioned on a Sunday!

MR. YATINDRA SINGH is Additional
Advocate General, Government of U.P.
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A teading Engineering Company offering
a wide range of products
o Medium & Large Pumps

o Hydro-Electric Generating Systems

o L.T. & H.T. Alternators and Motors

o Special Rotating Electrical Machines

o H.T. Switchgear & Switchboards

o Erectronics controt systems @Jyoli Lld.
And Undertaking TUfn-key PfOieCtS With a Po'chemicalslndustries
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ONE NAME THAT ECHOES
FAR BEYOND TFIE HILLS OF

KODAGU, HASSAN AND CHIKMAGALLUR

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE

all availing of the best cultivation
methods. Consolidated Coffee are

also the largest curers in the country
handling more than 15% of the
country's Coffee production.

In Consolidated Coffee, you
have a Company that's been rapidly
scaling the peaks of Indian Coffee
care and cultivation, and whose
name rlow echoes even beyond.
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That is right. Consolidated
Coffee, the country's premier Coffee
Plantation Company, has a sterling
reputation brewed from over 50
years of consolidated experience in
India's Coffee World.

The Company's plantations
comprise over 13,000 acres of Coflee
( interplanted rvith Pepper,
Cardamom and Oranges) and Tea,

Conso(idate{ Coffez

Tfte ecfto sprends, hy 6y fuy.

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibetta 577 275, Kodagu



The Cauvery Dispute

Speaking during the debate
on the No-Confidence Motion in the
Lok Sabha earlier this year, Shri P.

Chidambaram criticised the BJI'
Ailiance's National Agenda, and
said that it did not spell out tl-re spe-
cifics to resolve the Cauvery issue.
Shri Vajpayee rightly asked if the
issue was that simple, how was it
that rrone of the previous govern-
nlents were able to sort it out anr!
cably? In particular, Shri
Chidambaram owes the nation an
explanation as to horv the previous
UF government lr'as unable to solve
the problem? He was then tl're Fi-
nance Minister in the Cabinet. UF
constituents, DMK and the Janata
Dal were ruling Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka.

It is not as if the UF govern-
ment had to begin from scratch to
devise constitutional provisions to
solve irrter-state water disputes. An
Inter-State Water Disputes Act has

been in existerrce since 1956. We
have the Narmada Tribunal, and the
report of the Bachawat Commission
and Cauvery Triburral. Considerable
honrework has been arrd is being
done to sort out the water dispute
$'ith Pakistarr and Bangladesh. A
couple of years ago, the Mahakali
Agreement was signed with Nepal.
There is an Interrratiorral Law cln
waters. The Nile river, across which
the Asrvarr Dam is built, flows
through Uganda and Sudan before
it rurrs into Egypt. The Rhine river
takes off from Switzerland and af-
ter der.rrarcating tl're boundary be-
tween France and Germany for a

corrsiderable stretch, enters the
Netherlands. If the Swadeshi norms
of 1956 Act were not suitable for

The seeds of the Cauvery discontent were sown by the
East lndia Company in 1807

A. K. R. Hemmady

area specified.

7. A Regulation Committee shall
oversee and direct the gates of
tl're seven reservoirs, viz. The
Kabini, the Harangi, the
Hemavathi, the Krishna-
ra jasagar, the Mettur, the
Bhavanisagar and the Grand-
Anicut.

8. The Committee would under-
take the work of rain-gauging
in the Cauvery basin and collect
rainfall data; and set up addi-
tional hydraulic observation
stations in the Cauvery basin.

9. The headquarters of the Au-
thority and Regulation Com-
mittee would be in Coimbatore
in Tamil Nadu.

10. The Authority and the Regula-
tion Conmittee shall continue
after the adjudication of the dis-
pute by the CWDT as its rnecha-
nisnr for the implementatic>n of
the award by the Tribunal.

Karnataka's Viewpoint

The Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal (CWDT) in its interim
order dated June 21, 1991 had
qualified its award by saying:
"Pleadirrgs are not complete, parties
have not yet placed on record all
their document papers etc......" By
7997, pleadings were almost
complete and the parties had placed
before the Tribunal all their papers
and documents. It is therefore most
urrfortunate, according to the
Kannadigas, that the Ceutre's June
7997 notif ication talks of
implementing all the provisions
made in the i991 order, the most
contentitious being the release of 205
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Cauvery, Shri Chidambaram could
have, in this era of globalisation,
tried the Nile or Rhine norms!

Discontent Almost 200 Years Old

The seeds of tl're Cauvery dis-
content were sowll by the East In-
dia Company in 1807 (see box next
page).'ln 7997 , the Cauvery dispute
was back in tl're headlines in a big
way when the Centre issued a draft
notification proposing the constitu-
tion of a Cauvery River Authority.
The highlights of the notificatiorr
were:

1. The establishment of a Cauvery
Authority.

2. Ensure the implementation of
all provisions made in the In-
terim order of June 21,, 7991 .

3. The power to take over the
regulation of the reservoirs and
the structures.

4. To ensure the inflow of 205
thousand rnillion cubic feed
(tmcft) of water into the Mettur
reservoir in Tamil Nadu for
each water year (June to May)
with monthly and weekly
stipulations.

5. To ensure that the State of
Karnataka did not increase its
area under irrigation by the
waters of the Cauvery beyond
the existing 11.2 lakh acres.

6. To monitor that the State of
Karnataka did not take up any
new projects, extend the
existing canal system or re-
rnodel existing projects arrd
canal systems which may lead
to a hip;her utilisation of the
Cauvery \4'aters in excess of the
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tmc water for Tarnil Nadu. These
people question the very basis on
which the figure of 205 had been
arrived at. The 50 year agreement
reached between these two States in
1924 was seen as an imposition of
colonial rule and yet Karnataka
endured it in the hope that after the
expiry of the agreement in 1974, a
better deal would be allowed to
Karnataka. The stipulation that
Karnataka would not increase its
irrigation by the Cauvery waters
beyond the existing 11.2 lakh acres
was seen as a serious infringement
of the right of the Karnataka farmers.

Tamil Nadu's viewpoint

Tamil Nadu's grievance has
been voiced very succinctly by Shri

Mani Shankar Aiyar: "There has
been no lack of talks or political ini-
tiatives between the expiry of the
previous agreement lr.1974 and the
establishment of the Cauvery Tribu-
nal some 16 years later. It was pre-
cisely because the problem could not
be resoived in the political domain
that resori had to be taken to the
quasijudicial process. An interim
award has been made; the Supreme
Court has validated the right of the
Tribunal to make the award; the
award was subverted by a
Karnataka Governrnent ordinance;
the Supreme Court struck down the
ordinance; the award was then
gazetted; the Supreme Court recon-
firmed the Central Government's
obligation to ensure the implemen-
tation of the award; the Tribunal has

reiterated that in times of distress
either affected party can approach
the Tribunal for derogation from the
provisions of the award; the
Karnataka Government has
breached the award unilaterally and
refused to approach the Tribunal for
relief, tl're Tribunal and the Suprem.e
Court have condemned such wilful
flouting of the law; as Karnataka did
not listen, the Supreme Court asked
the Prime Minister to intervene ..."
(lndian Express, 14.8.96) . Apparently,
Karnataka doesn't believe either in
political negotiations or in the judi-
cial process.

MR. A. K. R. HEMMADY is (retd.) Deputy
Director General, Geological Survey of India.
He is a regular contributor to l?e edom Fhst.

'1807: Discord over the sharing of Cauvery waters between the erst-
while Madras Presidency and the princely State of Mysore begins, with
the British Resident in Mysore rejecling the Tanjore Collector's claim
lhat construclion of bunds in Mysore has led to decline in flows.

1870: Madras and Mysore battle over the formulation of an irrigation
scheme in Mysore to tackle drought conditions.

1892: First agreement between Madras and Mysore, stipulating that
lvlysore cannot take up new inigation projects without prior approval from
Madras.

19't4: British arbitrator H. D. Gribbin gives an award favourable to
Mysore. Madras appeals to the British Governmenl.

1924: A SGyearfresh agreementwhich upholds the claims of Madras
for a larger share of Cauvery water signed.

1929: Mysore commissions Kannambadi dam (KRS) and completes it
in 1931.

193f : Madras completes Mettur dam followed by several smaller ones
in both basin States under the 1 924 pact.

1939: Mysore suggests a meeting to discuss the outstanding issues
arising out of the pact. Madras rejects it the next year.

'1970: Karnataka declares 1924 pactwill lapse automatically in '1974.

Tamil Nadu asks Centre to stop Karnataka from going ahead with its
irrigation projects, failing which, demands setting up of a tribunal under
the lnter-State River Water Disputes Acl, 1956.

1971 : Tamil Nadu moves Supreme Court for injunclion against Kamataka
inigation projec{s, which gets rejecled, and an application for the consti-
tution of a tribunal is withdrawn.

1972: Both the States agree to resolve the dispute through negotiations
with the Centre convening a meeling of Chief Ministers of all basin states.
The Centre sets up a fact-finding committee to collect data on water
usage.

1974: Centre convenes a Chief Ministers'meeting and circulates drafl

Almost Two Hundred Years of Discontent
proposals on water sharing.

1978: Basin States reach a drafl agreement wtrich suggests setting up
of a Cauvery valley authority and water savings of 'l 00 tmc feet and 25
tmc feet by Tamil Nadu and Karnataka respectively. The water saved is

to be shared among the four basin States. This agreement is repudiated
in subsequent years.

1988: The Supreme Court directs the two basin States to have bilateral
talks following earlierwrit petitions filed by farmers. Tamil Nadu reports
failure. Court allows time till 1990.

1990: Centre rules out further negotiations, leaves matterto Supreme
Court, which directs the Centre to constitute a lribunal. Three-member
tribunalset up. At the first meeting, Tamil Nadu and Kerala seek interim
relief, pending final award.

1991: Tribunal gives interim award on June 25, directing Karnataka to
ensure 205 tms of water at Metturfrom June to May. Centre notifies the
interim award. Karnataka witnesses widespread violence in protest.

1993: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalitha Jayaram goes on fast on
July 18 demanding implementation of interim order by Karnataka. Fasl
ends, after lour days, following the Centre's assurance to set up moni-
toring and implementation panels. (fhese are yet to be formed).

1995: ln June, Karnataka released five tmc fee of water to Tamil Nadu,

leading to widespread protest. ln December, Tamil Nadu demands re-

lease of 30 tmc feet of water to save standing crops, follows up with
petition to Prime Minister P. V Narasimha Rao and the Supreme Court.

The Court?efers the matter to the tribunal, which directs Karnataka to
release two tmc teet on December 19. Wilh Karnataka refusing, the
matler goes back to the Supreme Court which asks the Prime Minister
to find a solution.

1996: The Prime Ministerrequests Kamatakato release sixtmcfeetof
water, which the State obliges. ln June, Tamil Nadu makes a fresh de-
mand for 11 tmc feet of water and moves the Supreme Court. Karnataka
releases five tmc and asks the Cenhe lo iniliate a negotiated settlement.

Courtesy: lndlan Express, 46 July 1997.
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India and the Changing Global
Economic World Order

We are living in a rapidly
cl'ranging world economic order. The
pace ofchange in the present decade
in particular has been breath-taking.
Just as, after the second world war,
the UNO was set up to maintain
global peace and security, likewise,
an agreenent known as the General
Agreement on Tarriff and Trade
(GATT).was also negotiated with
a view to regulating world trade.
GATT which came into force in 1948

served the purpose of regulating
world trade, for nearly four decades
and more. However, in the early
nineties, it was becoming clear that
GATT rvas in need of replacement,
thanks to tl're quantitative and
qualitative changes in rvorld trade
that had taken place since its
inception.

Quantitatively, rvorld trade
had gron'n manifold and this in
turn had brought about many
qualitative changes. For instatrce,
n'rany companies had begun the
practice of setting up regional/global
headquarters for particular prod-
ucts arrd then exportirrg them
worldwide. Companies began set-
ting up manufacturing bases wher-
ever they found the costs of
nranufacture were the cheapest. An
American or Cernratry car company,
for instance, wcluld prefer to locate
its nranufacturing urrit where it was
niost cost-efficient ttl do so, and ntlt
necessarily in the hon're couutry. IIr
other words, companies increasingly
began to invest in factories and real

Adi H. Doctor

The WTO and the new economic regime provide us with both a

challenge and an opportunity. lt is upto us to meet the challenge and
seize the opportunity.

estate in different foreign lands.

Developments like tl'rese
brought about growing interdepen-
dence of economies and inter-
nationalisation of capital markets.
At the same time, equally signifi-
cant other developments, such as

the emergence of new information
technologies like Direct Home TV,
Cyberspace, Robotics, and Artifi
cial Intelligence have made it
possible for new global capital (and

other) markets to emerge which can
transact business worth trillions of
dollars a day. This remarkable
change in the quantity and quality
of world trade, necessitated replac-
ing the outdated GATT by a more
comprehensive World Trade
Organisation (WTO) which would
be a body that would not onlY
regulate trade and commerce of
capital, goods and services, by
in'rposing sanctions if necessary, but
also provides a mechanism for
settling inter-state disputes among
members.

The setting up of the WTO
in January 1995 ushered a revolu-
tionary global change. Hailed as a
contemporary necessity, it is also
fraught with dangers for weak and
developing economies which might
rrow be subiect to more effective
global pressures for moving in the
direction of free trade which may
not always be in their immediate
interest. The WTO is committed to
promotirrg free world trade by

l'reedotn First Octolter-Decentber 1998

removing all kinds of quantitative
restrictions (QRs) or barriers in the
way of free movement of capital,
goods and services across national
boundaries. Now such a policy of
free world trade certainly favours
the strong and developed econo-
mies of the West, who are in a

position to provide quality goods
and more efficient services at
competitive prices to third world
countries. This explains why the
USA and the European Union are

insisting on removal of all QRs within
five years. The \{est particularly
wants all QRs to go on items like
agricultural commodities, textiles,
insurance services, etc., which they
produce in abundance and can sell
cheaply to India.

Removal of Restrictions

An earlier GATT Provision
provided for imposition of restric-
tions in the interest of preserving
a minimum foreign exchange re-

serve. Today, with a very comfort-
able foreign exchange reserve of
over 25 million dollars, and, five
to six times cover for imports, India
can no longer use the reserve
argument for delaying the removal
of QRs.

However, India has many
sound economic reasons for still
going very cautiouslY on the re-

moval of QRs. Indian trade unions
and economists are uPset because

they fear that with the removal of

QRs, there would be a sudden surge
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of imports and this would bring
about a decline or collapse of
indigenorrs indtstries, leading to
unemployment, impoverishment,
wage reductions, decline in social
weltare expenciiture, etc.

Further with the WTO's
irrsistence that governments discour-
age susbsidised production, Indian
economists fear that indigenous
production will become costly,
globally uncompetitive and price
itself out of existence. If Indian
agricultureand sn.all industrial units
become uncompetitive, thanks to
the abolition of subsidised electric-
ity or fertilisers, this will further
aggravate unemployment and in-
crease rural poverty.

Foreign Direct Investment

The spokespersons of WTO
and advocates of unrestricted flow
of capital and investment across
countries, argue that once QRs are
removed, Foreign Direct Invest-
ments (FDRs) or Multi-National
Companies (MNCs) will come into
the country and set up manufac-
turing units in order to take ad-
vantage of cheap Indiarr labour and
raw rnaterials, and this in turn rtill
generate empioyment and income
for Indians. However, we shall still
need to move cautiously in open-
ing up to Foreign Direct Invesments
and entry by Multi National Com-
panies. This isbecause FDIs/MNCs
will come only so long as labour
is cheap and profits made in India
can be easily and cheaply remitted
home. Should any of these factors
turn adverse, that is to say, should
labour become costly or remittirrg
profits home beconles u rlrenlu!1era-
tive due'to an unfavourable change
in the rate of exchange, FDIs/MNCs
will simply prefer to move out of
India, depriving India of both its
productive base as well as employ-
ment. India's long terrn prosperity
depends entirely on employment
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generated by Irrdian industry or
industry perrnanently located in
India and which unlike FDIs/MNCs,
is less likely to abandon India in
times of crisis.

To avoid all such develop-
ments, rve should seriously con-
sider using our very comfortable
reserves position io import items
like equipment to set up power
plants and other infrastructure
projects. This would help the ln-
dian economy in two rvay's: Firstly,
these measures would deplete our
reserves to levels that would truiy
reflect the pressures on the Indian
economy. India will then legitimately
be able to claim the protection that
WTO offers to countries with
pressure on reserves or the balance
of payments. Secondly, these
measures of setting up power plants
and other infra-structure projects,
using reserves or balance of pay-
nents, rvill increase productivity
and give Indian exports a boost,
thus enabling India to re-earn foreign
exchange. In other words, instead
of foolishly building up reserves/
India should irrstead use them to
boost exports bv improving infra-
structure. In the meantime, if
domestic industrv is badly hit after
the QRs are phased out, anti-dump-
ling larvs can alrvays be of help.
After all, has not the West clamped
anti-dumping duties against imports
from developing countries, includ-
ing India?

A Bargaining Shop

We nrust understand the
WTO for what it really is, viz. a

bargainirrg shop and a forum for
managirrg trade, and, give up the
old ideological hang-over of debat-
ing free trade uersus protection. Our
position should be to accept the
new economic order clf more free
trade and global economic integra-
tion; only, our steps forward should
be cautiously taken in our own
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economic interest. We must endeav-
our to ensure that the new eco-
nomic order is made mutually
beneficial to the West and to us and
is not manipulated by the West in
its favour only. This means resist-
ing unjust Western pressures, but
it cannot mean quitting the WTO.
If we quit the WTO on grounds of
unjust Western pressures, we would
gain little, because then we would
have to deal with the powerful
Western pressures bilaterally. The
pressures of bilateral trade nego-
tiations with the powerful West can
be greater and more harrnful to India.
As a member of the WTO, we will
atleast be able to confront the West
with the help and co-operation of
other developing countries. Alone,
dealing with the West bilaterally,
we nray find ourselves weaker.

Some Needless Fears

India also needs to discard
many other fears regarding WTO
and globalisation. One such wide-
spread fear is that the WTO is
Western dominated and will act
partisanly to promote westertr
economic interests at the cost of the
developing world. However, the
first three years of its operations,
fronr January 1995 when it was set
up till date, shows that the WTO
has a good track record in impar-
tially settling disputes between
trading partners. It has proved to
be the last resort for many devel-
oping countries, especially when
big and powerful trading partners
brougl'rt sanctions agairrst them. For
exanrple, the WTO rescued court-
tries like Guatenrala, Ecuador and
Horrduras, against imposition of
punitive duties by the USA when
they were accused of dumping
bananas and under-garnrents in the
USA markets. Likewise, the WTO,
in its first maior judgement of a

trade dispute, has ruled that the
USA Clean Air Act, which set
different cleanliness standards for



US.A^ gasoline and imported gaso-
line, was discriminatory, and,
accordingly, ordered the USA to
change its rules or face sanctions.
In fact, in its short span of exist-
ence, the WTO has gained respect-
ability and sanctity as a dispute
settlement bociy, and today, even
China and Russia are seeking its
membership since they have become
active global traders.

A Challenge ...

What tl're new economic order
implies for India is that Indian
businessrnen nust gear up for global
competition. It must be admitted
that, today, compared to many other
countries, India continues to pro-
vide a very highly protected mar-
ket to its producers. Entry is difficult
and costly, QRs are in place, many
scores of items are on the banned
list of imports and in most cases,
customs duties are still high by
international standards. We still
have about 2,400 products in key
areas like textiles and agriculture
on the restricted imports list. In-
dian businessmen need not fear
dismantling these restrictions on
imports, once they learn to become
globally competitive by discarding
outmoded management practices,

Losing Ancient Secrets

Another ancient lndian secret is
heading for foreign shores. Salacia,
or Saptarangi, a herb used in lndia
for more than 3,000 years to treat
diabetes, is being broken down to its
molecules by Japanese scientists in
Kyoto. They say they've isolated
salacinol, a compound that has been
found to lower blood sugar in rats.
Salacinol molecules block an enzyme
that digests sugar in the intestine. lf
salacinol ever becomes a key to
[reating human diabetes, it could
trigger another war between lndian
herbal tradition and foreign patents.

COURTESY: lndia Today, March 9, 1 998.

concentrating on core competen-
cies and developing indigenous
R&D.

... and an Opportunity

After all, the idea of removing
QRs, or opening up, is to boost
overall competitiveness by shifting
resources like larrd, labour and
capital from the less to more efficient
uses. Toillustrate, if weare inefficient
and costly makers of apparels,
garments and processed fabrics, then
by providing protection (through

QRs) to these products, we are only
squandering scarce resources on
providing what we can import
cheaply. If we open these sectors
to import competition, then their
inefficiency will b.ecome apparent
in losses and bankruptcies, forcing
them to shift to businesses where
they can be competitive. That would
translate as a gain in overall
productivity. The WTOand thenew
economic regine thus provide us
with both a challenge and an
opportunity. It is upto us to meet
the challenge and seize the
opportunity.

TRIPS

There is one more aspect of
the nerv world economic order that
needs to be examined. That is the
controversy over the recently
concluded agreement on Trade
Related Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS) sporrsored by the WTO. Ever
since India signed the TRIPS
agreement at Marrakesh in 1994,

there exists a deep division in India
on the isstre of TRIPS. While some
have favoured inrn'rediate
compliarrce, others are deeply
suspicious of Western intentions and
want many provisions nroderated.
The principal bone of contention
betweerr the WTO and developing
countries relates to Western (WTO)
insistence on product patents,
especia lly irr the f ield of
pharmaceuticals and a grochemicals.
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Whereas Indian critics have no
objection to process patents (for
which a fee may be paid to the
foreign pharmaceutical company),
they strongly object to produci
patents which would enable the
foreign pharma companies to charge
very high prices for medicines
patented by them. The critics also
argue that patenting products will
unreasonably restrict trade and affect
the international transfer of
technology.

The fear is not totally mis-
placed. But rather than throw the
baby out with the bath water, we
must ready ourselves to fight any
Western abuse of TRIPS whether
on the price front or technology
transfer front. This is because patents
is a two-way weapon. As and when
our own R&D matures, we will need
patents to protect scientific inno-
vation and research by our conr-
panies, laboratories and research
institutes.

It may also be mentioned here
that the TRIPS agreement itself
provides for fighting for safeguards
against any abuse of the patent
regime by the rich and developed
nations. Thus Article 7 says that
intellectual property rights should
"promote technological innovation
and the transfer and dissemination
of technology in a manner condu-
cive to social and economic wel-
fare", while Article 8 allows
measures to protect public health
and nutrition and "to promote the
public interest in sectors of vital
importance". It will therefore al-
ways be open to India to it'tsist that
Exclusive Marketing Rights will not
be absolute but conditional upon
commitments to technology trans-
fer. Maybe, such commitments could
be written into the Patents Actwhich
is now being discussed for suitable
revision to bring it into accordauce
with the WTO regime. In short, India
needs to accept the new world
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economic order without bowing
down to any unjust external pres-
sure on QRs or patents.

The US agrochemical indus-
try estimates that it loses over 200
million dollars in sales per year
because of inadequate and ineffec-
tive patent protection in the third
world countries; the US pharma-
ceutical industry claims that it has
lost 2,545 million dollars. But these
MNCs do not assess how much the
third world loses due to their
c.laiming third world bio-resources
and third world knowledge as their
intellectual property, as in the case
of various plant-based medicines
manufactured by MNCs. We are
familiar with the recent unsuccess-
ful attempt made by the parties in
the USA to get a patent on medi-
cines made from the neem plant
which are in fact widely known
traditional Indian medicines. If the
contribution of traditional Indian
nledical knowledge based on the
curative powers of herbs and plants
and the innovations of lndian
peasants in the realm of seeds and
micro-organisms is taken into ac-
count, the charge of piracy made
against us by the West gets dra-
matically reversed and it is we who
can charge the MNCs with having
indulged in piracy, palming off
traditional Indian knowledge as

theirs.

Who's the Pirate?

The Rural Advancement
Foundation International (RAFI)
observes that if the reverse piracy
of the West is taken into account,
then the USA owes 202 million
dollars in royalties for agriculture
and 5097 million dollars for phar-
maceuticals to third world coun-
tries. India will therefore have to
make use of the WTO to put its
case for royalties and for halting
the large scale piracy of the bio-
logical wealth and intellectual

32

heritage of the third world. MNCs
likt: Merck, Bristol and Myers (which
were on the WTO Committee that
vociferously demanded third world
observance of intellectual property
rights) have themselves acquired
patents on bio-materials collected
from the third world without any
permission or payment of royalty
to the original owners of the bio-
logical material. Rather than wage
a losing battle against TRIPS, lve
shotrld instead prepare ourselves
to take maximtrm advantage of
TRIPS for ourselves, and jointly with
other third world countries, fight
the MNCs and their unethical
practices. The new economic world
order (and the stipulated patent
regime under it) is not something
that need benefit the West alone.
It also provides the third world
countries with an opportunity to
demand protection of not only their
biological resources (including seeds

and medicinal plants) but also their
ancient knolvledge and collective
heritage.

PROFESSOR ADI DOCTOR is Visiting
Prof essorof Political Science, Goa University.

Nobody Rules the World

As a matter of fact,
Everything is destructible.
No one in this world is invincible,
Some may think of conquering the wofld!
But nobody can conquer the world.
You can win the heads of people,
But you cannot rule the people!
Anyone can love this wotld,
But nobody rules the wodd.

Alexander the Great
Was drowned in sonow
As he had nothing else left to conquer,
As he could not rule the world.
Force is a big evil,
It is the blood relation of the Devil in us
Violence does not lead to any good,
Force doesn't provide shelter and food
Force leads to destruction and sonow
Love it is that gives hope for the
moffow_

Kamal Thadani
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Reflections Serious and fpcetious

Freedom of Expression and Public Order

Louella Lobo Prabhu

Mary, Sita or Gandhi, are too big for petty mortals successfully to assail
their surpassing stature!

The "Mi Nathuram Godse
Boitoy" has blown into a big public
debate, even making it to the cover
of news magazines, as a lead story.
It follows in the wake of various
controversial art works, like Salman
Rushdie:s " Satanic Versest' t
Kazanzaki's "The Last Temptation of

lesus Christ", and most recently,
Hussain's picture of Sita, sitting
naked on the tail of Hanuman.

Hussain's Picture of Sita

It is interesting to look at the
substance of each. Hussain's
offending painting probably was
done, not as an artist's search for
Truth via Beauty, but at least with
the intention of causing a sensation.
This, more than the production of
fine art, seems to be Hussain's
motivation. Pakistan's "Blasphemy
Law" has already seen stringent
sentences imposed on those accused
of it. The painting adds nothing to
our better understanding of the
Ramayana.

Rushdie

Rushdie's book is one r+'hich
I do not feel capable of defending.
In terms of substance, Solomon
Chacha's descent from a plane, in
the midst of nowhere, is an unusual
literary device, but the related
irreverent pokes at Islam seem
unnecessary. In fact, since there is
no story-line, with a beginning,
middle and end, he could have used
a different central device, less likely
to hurt his co-religionists'
susceptibilities. He possibly wanted

to provoke. His personality, though
less ebullient than Hussain's, is to
some extent, keyed by a desire to
make a sensatiion.

Kazanzakis

This is not true of Kazanzakis'
novel. The crux of his offence, is his
speculation, that Jesus, writhing in
torment on the Cross, imagines or
fantasises what life might have been,
if he were an ordinary mortal.
Carrying the fantasy to its logical
conclusion, Jesus might have
married Mary Magdalene, and been
a householder, who could have
peacefully died in the bosom of his
fanrily. In the novel ,lesus Ouercomes
theTemptation, and fulfils his divine
destiny. He has been described as

a man like us - in all things but sin.
Thus in emphasising Jesus, the Man,
Kazanzakis does not seem
motivated, b)' a desire to decry Jesus,
or make a serrsation. He was
exploring the human side of Jesus
the Man, ending up with the
conclusion, that the God in Him and
His Divine Mission triumplled over
the Man!

Gandhi/Godse

No one disputes, that Gandhi
was as near as it is humanly possible,
for a mortal man to be like Jesus.
His strategy of non-violent agitation,
won India freedom, with the
minimum loss of blood. His
compassion extended to every
section of Irrdian society, including
the minorities, and "untouchables".
(He gave them the nomenclature,
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"Children of Hari", now substituted
bv the rvord "Dalit"). However, the
analysis of Godse's mind-set though
dorre with a certain bias in faaour of
Godse, does offer an insight, into an
event, which changed the course of
Indian history. Godse did not kill
mindlessly, or for personal revenge.
We may deplore his philosophy. But
he had one. From that point of view,
the drama does throw new light, on
a subject no longer current. His
viewpoint was and is shared, by
some who fell, and rather
passionately, that the Gandhian way
was not the right way. The play,
however, could only be put over
under a BJPlShiv Sena
administration. It has been
withdrawn at the behest of the
Union government under pressure.
However, since Godse's target was
the creation of Pakistan, the play,
may give the Muslims of India, the
feeling that they are still targets. In
fact, Godse's point of view was not
anti-Muslim: An "Akhand Bharat"
would have seen a much larger
Muslim population in India.
Unfortunately, not too many people
analyzea proposition deeply, or for
a second time - after they foqmulate
an instantaneous judgement.

The Legal/Constitutional Position

Unlike the U.S. which has a

specif ic clause guaranteeing
freedom of the Press, the Press and
other forms of the media, including
stageplays, are governed by the
fundamental freedoms guaranteed
in Article 19. Article 19 itself, is
circumscribed by proaisos, which
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include public order, morality, and
health. These last are so amorphous
and yet so sweeping, that either the
government at the Centre, or in a

State, could easily close down, or
stifle any item of free expression,
by in'roking the protective clauses.
Indeed, though the Press has no
Censor Board, films and stage plays
do. The community of artists, and
liberals, would like thought and its
expression to be free. Every
viewpoint should be voiced, and be
silenced, not by the lleavy hand of
the State, but by another viewpoint
which carries more conviction. Jesus,
N{ary, Sita or Gandhiji, are too big,
for pretty mortals successfully to
assail their surpassing' stature!

However, someone sitting in
the Administrator's chair has to

contend with public order.
Khushwant Singh, otherwise a

liberal, says that when the script of
"Satanic Verses" was putbefore him
for his approval, he advised the
publishers in India, not to publish
it. The focus of the artist or writer,
is the individual, that of the
administration is law and order.
Politicians like to see which way tl're
wind is blowing.In fact, with skilled
political organisation, a threat to
public order can be concocted,when
Party cadres are roped in to stage-
manage demonsfrations, which then
become the justification for banning
a rvork of art.

Speaking personally, as an
individual and as an artiste,I would
wish, that, (barring defamation),
expression is free, and that

pluralistic voices and opinions,
contend for the attention of the
public. Yet I can also see the problem
of the administrator even when
public agitation is manufactured,
and not spclntaneous. My conciusion
may thus seem rather rveak!

If an artiste feels very
strongly, about a point of view to
be propagated, in a work of art, let
him or her, set it down with the full
knowledge, that it can be torn out
of context - and be vandalised by
lumpen elements, eventually leading
to an official ban. If the artiste still
dernands the right of free expression,
knowing there is a price to pay, so
be it!

DR LOUELLA LOBO PRABHU isAssociate
Editor of Insight.
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What is Nelson Mandela?
Kusum Choppra

Nelson Mandela was not alone in jail. He was not the only anti-apartheid warrior
behind bars for a protracted period. Then why is the name of Nelson Mandela

alone a global phenomenon, when one can hardly recall the name of a single of
his associates?

What is Nelson Mandela?
lVho is he and why is everybody
celebrating the birthday of Nelson
Mandela?

Nelson Mandela? The person
rvho was held prisoner by the South
African apartheid regime f.or 27 long
years?

If one is Indian, one may wish
to salute the steadfast determination
of the man not to accept any condi-
tional parole and to remain behind
bars for so long. It is such a sharp
contrast from our Nehrus and
Gandhis who were in and out of
British jails, at the drop of the pro-
verbial hat, on parole for negotia-
tions or for a variety of illnesses -
their own, their spouses or their
families.

Of course, Nelson Mandela
was not alone in jail. He was not the
only anti-apartheid warrior behind
bars for a protracted period. Then
why is the name of Nelson Mandela
alone a global phenomenon, when
one can hardly recall the nanre of a
single of his associates?

The answer is simple: because
none of those other long-suffering
political prisoners had a wife called
Winnie Mandela.

Nelson became Nelson
Mandela, an international anti-
apartheid brand equity, because
Winnie effectively marketed his
image and identity. She used the
time-honoured tactic that paid such
rich dividends to the Gandhi-Nehru

brigade, whose assiduous
cultivation of the western media has
left the lasting impression that it was
they and they alone who won India
her independence; the silent
sacrifices of thousands of other
freedom'fighters submerged in a

conspiracy of silence.

Winnie took full advantage of
the western media to ensure that her
jailed husband remained in ihe
headlines; and she did this while
herself battling apartheid, plotting
and maneuvering against the apart-
heid regime, shifting house con-
stantly, often a fugitive, balancing
political work with parenting and
with police beatings, to lead her
people from up front, all the while
also raising a familr'.

It \\'as because lVinnie
Mandela rvas out there, fighting his
battles for him and keeping his
mernory fresl'r and alive in the pub-
lic mirrd that Nelson Mandela could
afford the luxury of 27 unbroken
years irr prison. So, rvho is Nelsctn
Mandela? The answer: the matr who
sat it out in jail, leaving the dirty
work, of fighting apartlteid, to his
second wife. Nelson had divorced
his wife of eleven years, Evelyn, to
marry Winnie, whose royal African
lineage was to stand him in good
stead as he utatreuvered hilnself to
the forefrorrt of the political stage.
Therr he left all his political and fam-
ily responsibilities on her capable
shoulders, to make his lengthy po-
litical statement by staying in jail.
And what did this Nelson Marrdela,
this nerv god of South Africa do,
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when Winnie finally negotiated to
get him out of jail? Fionorably? No
hidden bargains and agendas?

As soon as he came out of
prison, to the resounding cheers of
not only his own people, but'those
of the entire world, the first thing he
did was vilify his wife, Winnie, and
cast her away.

Himself a politician, he chose
to be unaware of the apprehensions
of his col'rorts over the fact that not
only was Winnie the creator of the
market-leading Nelson Mandela
brand equity, but she had herself
grown into a major leader of the
South African people.

And she had the advantage of
then'r. She had been out in tl're field,
dodging and attacking, passing and
fielding, while the rest of them had
been blorving hot air in jail or in exile
in London and elsewhere.

As politicians and "fornter
terrorists", they were all aware of
what it takes to become an "anti-
apartheid" leader, even if no olle
wished to get into the murkier de-

tails. The1, felt threatened: Winnie
alone, or Nelson alone was bad
enough. What would become of
them if the winning combination
clicked?

So, Winnie Mandela had to be

ousted, ignominiously at that, no
leeway, no quarter given. Reports of
the proceedings of the Truth Com-
missiotr point to the authorisatiorr of
a vicious whispering campaign of

,tt



sordid allegations of everything
from liaisons to violence, to murder.

Was former terrorist Nelson
Mandela as yet so unblooded that
he turned pale at the aliegations of
blood on Winnie's hands? Were the
hands of all those other anti-apart-
heid leaders clean, antiseptic? Was
freedom from apartheid actually
won without blows? If the spirit of
Mahatma Gandhi had been so effec-
tively revived, why did the world
not hear about it?

Winnie's political execution
was swift and savage; and it was
horrendously public. Just as the Par-
tition had to happen to enable Nehru
to take over as Prime Minister irn-
n'rediately, so too South Africa had
its Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission to allow Nelson Mandela his
days of glory ... fast, before it was
too late.

So now the world saw the
spectacle of a woman being publicly
condemned while the perpetrators
of apartheid got off scot-free with
mere confessions of their crimes to
continue their economic plurrder
under the benevolent e),es of inter-

national financial giants. All the
while, Nelson enjoyed prime time
romance, blowing a kiss here, toss-
ing waves around the world in his
colourful collection of printed shirts.

Of course, the ground lvas
assiduously prepared for the prime
time rornance of Nelson Mandela,
much along the lines of Britain's be-
leaguered Prince Charles, with the
clever use of world media.

First a spate of newspaper sto-
ries and photo-ops of the budding
of a "regal rornance", of a "love
rnatch made in heaven" for the un-
official first couple of Black Africa:
Nelson Mandela, President of South
Africa, and Graca Machel, widow of
Samora Machel, architect of
Mozambique's libera tion.

Then canre an innocuous
sounding report in August 1997 of
the remarriage at 77, of Nelson
Mandela's' little known first wife,
Winnie's predecessor, Evelyn Mase-
Mandela. This prime time urarriage
came 40 years after her divorce from
Nelson, purportedly to ease her
loneliness; after 40 years? The se-
lected groom, Simon Rakeepile was

\tidowed onlv six weeks before his
renrarriage.

FinallY, the Nelson-Graca
\nion at his B0th birthciay bash'

What has Nelson achieved

9ost-divorce, in his presidentship?
\as the South African nation in anY
bay, g.oou. stronger?

- RePorts indicate that ior
)t:'utl'r Rfiica's black masses, little

lu".llung"d except the colour of the
5ig uosslThey remain, if anything,

i" poo, as they were before Nelson
nYandela 

came back into thcir lives'

- How much are theY being stt-

)iolosicattv, nredically and educa-

i\tt,'rilu better catered for bY a

i!u,'ta"in llovenlmerlt u'hich is pre-

lacuoied with Nelson's rontattce
\ith'G.u.o and the Truth Commis-

iio", instituted to get everyoue off
'le hook, excePt Winnie'

^ So, what has Soutl'r Africa gtrt'

i3"or,, a poor sad urascot callec'l

t.l el"i,n Mandela? Happl' Birthciar"
'\llson Mandela.

^\"arar anoPPRA is a f reelance iournrlist'

"DO YOU LOVE THE COMMON FOLK OF OUR t_A \D...?"
I am asking the educated man or woman who reaq

folk of our land, the men and women who swarrn in t;i: this: Do you lo-ve the common

tr:"xx1Tn",';:-nr,::l"J 
j:[ j:::x!t,lxxrusi;tl;H:ff .?,""":i'']:dJ:;

love sums up to patriotism. You can see t";;;;" t*oWisdom than your own? All this

because I see the defects among our people as well as I 

'Ntionary' 

but not a hopeless one;

general apathy I deplore. lwould have them ;;";;;;" "i = theiiadmirable qualities Their

they do now, more tolerance and love towaro-s ;;; ;;",h;l S tgy in many matters more than

for common purposes. ' rnore capacity to work together

I love, I intensely love, the bullock cart, but I do not wish to give up the rail6
of the country to the other. I intensety tove the beautifut t"ngr"g".'l"r;il; ;:l--=y.train steaming from one end

:Jtfi::{''l;[iltT,""'lfiJ:[t:H'ifi:'i:ffi';:*ls;,.':?]'f;i::',',,,isln::!'';::lllt":1lii'l"l
wise whore. But r do not want the search of material truth calted ..'"r." ," i;> Fences buito't a beautiful and

the shrines and the temptes as the common fotk do and daily r.;;;;".;.,;;I Slected. lwant the elite to go to

and hetpfut to those around them otherwise the elite would o" 
"n#r,r"J 

ili :*: |[U:;"i"r""t!$[:t:liserving neither themselves nor the people.

c' Rajagoprt 
I achari, swarajya,september 5' '1970

lssued by the Raiaii Foundation
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Vamanrao Patwardhan

J. S. Apte

Both by training and temperament, Mr. patwardhan
was a liberal leader and a moderate politician. As a
firm believer in and a strict practitioner of the seven

vows of the Servants of lndia Society, Mr.
Patwardhan's life was a saga of service and sacrifice,
of concern for the downtrodden, and commitment to

the cause of public service.

Vamanrao Patwardhan

19th Century India produced
a galaxy of liberals in the field of
politics, public administration and
public life. Justice Ranade, Parlia-
mentarian G. K. Gokl'rale and
Srinivas Shastri are a few names that
come to mind. G. K. Gokhale, a mod-
ern Indian Liberal, the r.r,orthy dis-
ciple of Justice M. G. Ranade macle
a clear, distinct and positive impact
on the Indian political scene in the
earlier half decade of the current
centurl'. On 12'h June, 1905, Gokhale
founded the Servants of lndia Soci-
ety at Poona to pronrote and propa-
gate the cause of selfless social and
political service to the country. The
Deccan Sabha founded by Justice
Ranade had, in its manifesto,
emphasised that it would represent

"moderate and liberal public
opinion. The spirit of liberalism
implies freed<lm from race and
creed preirrdices and a steady de-
yotion to all that seeks to do jus-
tice Lretn,een man and man, giving
to the nrlers the loyalty that is drre
to the law they are brlund to ad-
miuister, brrt securing at tlte same

time to the ruled, the equality
which is their right under the law.
Moderation imposes the condi-
tion of never aspiring after the im-
possible, or after too remote ideas,
but striving each day to take the
next step in the order of natural
growth by doing the work that
lies neare;t to our hands in a spirit
of compromise and fairness".

The Servants of India Society

G. K. I)eodhar, N. A. Dravid
a nd n. V. a I ias Vama nra o
Patrryardhan lyere tlte first three
fout'uier members of the Society. The
founder president assigued to each
of these three members a specific
area of public activity and socialser-
vice. Patwardhan looked after the
marlagement of the Aryuhhrrshun and
Dnyanprakash press on'ned by the
Society from 1907.

Seven Vows

Every member at the time of
admission t<lok the follor.r'ing von's:

1. l-hat the coutrtry r,*,ill alr.r'ays be
the first in his thoughts, and he
will give to her service the best
that is iu lrim.

2. That in serving the country, lre
will seek no persorral advantage
for lrimself.

Iin'erlorrt [.'irsl ( )clolter-l)t<'t'nrltt,r M!)B

3. That he r,r,ill regard all Indians
as brothers and rvill work for
the advancement of all, without
distinction of caste and creed.

4. l'hat he rvill be content lvith
such provision for himself and
his family, if he has any, as the
society may be able to make. He
r+'ill devote no part of lris ener-
gies to earning money for him-
self.

5. That he rtill lead a pure per-
sonal life.

(',. That he rr'ill engage itr tro per-
sonal tluarrel rr'ith anvotre.

7. That he rvill alrvays keep in
vieu' the aims of the Society,
alrd n,atclr over its interests
n'ith the trlmost zeal doiug all
he can to advance its work. lle
will never do anything u'hich is
inconsistent r,r'ith the obiects of
the Society.

The Society's Ob j ectives:

"l'ublic life must be
spiritualised. l,ove of the coulttry
must so fill the heart tltat all else
slrould appear as <lf little monretrt by
its side. A fervent patriotisnr n'lrich
reioices at every opp<lrturrity <lf sac-

rifice fur tlre motherland, a clarrtrt-
less lteart n'lrich refrrses trt be tttrtred
back from il5 o[riect lr-v clifficultv or
dartger, a deep faitlr irr the ptrrpose
of providence that nothing cart shake



- equipped with these, the worker
must start on his mission, and rev-
erently seek the joy which comes of
spending oneself in the service of
one's country",

The Servants of India Society
rvas established "to train men pre-
pared to devote their lives to the
cause of the country in a religious
spirit, for the work of political edrr-
cation, (to) agitate, (and) seek to pro-
mote by all constittrtional means, the
national interest of the Indian
people.

"To train national missionar-
ies for the service of India and to
promote by all constitutional means,
the true interests of the Indian
people".

Childhood and Education

Born on 15th February 7873 at
Sangli, one of the princely Deccan
states in Bombay Presidency,
Vamanrao I'}atwardhan, on complet-
ing his school education came to
Poona for college education at the
Fergusson College. In 1896, he be-
came a graduate of the Urriversity
of Bombay.

Tutor of the Deccan Rulers

For a few years after gradua-
tion, Patwardhan was a tutor to the
Deccan Rulers of Phaltan, Budgaon,

Jath, Mudhol and Jamkhandi. Dur-
ing this period, he was able to study
and observe the living conditions of
the subjects, the style of governance
and the functioning of the States'
administration. He saw that most of
the rulers lived a luxurious, osten-
tatious life and cared very little for
the problems and difficulties faced
by the people. There was little con-
cern for the subjects. Health, educa-
tion and employment were given
scant attention by most of the rulers
of the Deccan States.

After Montford Reforms

The first World War ended in
1918. India's contribution to this war
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was enormous. The Morley-Minto
Reforms could not satisfy the mil-
lions of Indians in British India and
Indian States. In July 1916, Edwin
Montagu, the then Secretary of State
for India denounced the system of
ft'rdian administration in the House
of Cornnrons as "too wooden, too
iron, too inelastic, too ante-diluvian
to be of any use for the modern pur-
poses we have in view ..." Lord
Montagu thought it best to give a

new direction and a new thrust to
the British Empire's policy towards
India. Lord Montagu recognised
very well the necessity of taking note
and cognisance of India's growing
political aspirations and made the
historic ahnouncement of Au gust 20,
1917. He said that the policy of the
British Government was 'that of in-
creasing association of Indians in
every branch of the administration
and the gradual development of self-
governing institutions with a view
to the progressive realisation of re-
sponsible governnrent in India as an
integral part of the British Enlpire'.

Montagu added that the
progress in that direction could only
be achieved by successive steps and
that the Government must be the

iudge of the time and measure of
each advance. The Secretary of State
for India visited India in the autumn
of 1917 and interviewed a number
of people - princes and politicians
to ascertain their views, hopes and
aspirations about the type of govern-
ment; rights and responsibilities of
the elected representatives and the
areas of administration. Both the
Secretarv of State and the Viceroy
recognised that the'spirit of liberty
was abroad and active in India and
little more than the powerless
Morley-Minto Schenre was neces-
sary to meet the Indian deurand'.

Chamber of Princes

A forum called the Chamber
of Princes was given to the Princes.
The forum becanre their nreeting
place for deliberatirrg their cclmnron
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problems, but the Montagu
Chelmsford Reforms in no way ben-
efitted their subjects r,r'ho had to suf-
fer from the whims and vagaries of
personal rule.

Since tire Nfontford Reforms
were intended for the lvhole of In-
dia which included the Princely
states, some well-wishers of the In-
dian states started to emphasise the
need for introducing political re-
forms in the states. Mr. Vamanrao
Patwardhan took the lead in these
efforts.

All India States' Peoples
Conference

Mr. Patwardhan was one of
the leaders who took the initiative
in forming the All India States
Peoples Conference (AISPC). He
was a member of the lVorkiug Conr-
mittee of the AISPC and ranked high
in its councils. With Mr. N. C. Kelkar
and Mr. G. R. Abhyarrkar, he was a

pioneer in the catrse of reforurs of
the Deccan States. 'His personal
qualities of indomitable industry,
genuine self-ef facemerr t, unfl inching
devotion to prirrciples and utter self-
lessness were a great asset to the
Society and a source of inspiration
and guidance to his colleagues rvho
will rrever cease to adntire therrr'.

Association for the Welfare of the
Deccan States

In July 1920, Vamaurao
Patwardhan conrrerted a n-reetin6; of
some prominent representatives of
the Deccan States and other active,
leading men of Poona. 'Dakshirri
Sansthan Hitawardhak Sabha' - arr

association for the welfare of the
Deccan States was forrrred. The
Sabha had a laudable obiect - the
establishment of respc'rnsible goverrr-
ment in the Deccan states under
their rulers, by all constitutional
neans. Mr. Patwardhan was one clf
the Secretaries. Mr. N. C. Kelkar,
Editor, Kesari and Mr. Patlr,ardharr
jointly issued a statelnent explaining
the obiect of the first conference, held



at Pune on 24'h May 1927. The con-
ference under the auspices of the
Sabha was attended by representa-
tives of almost all the States in the
Deccan. The conference which
proved to be a great success marked
the beginning of a movernent for the
estabhshment of responsible goverir-
ment in the indian states in general
and in the Deccan states in particu-
lar. The movernent for administra-
tive reforms and fundamental rights
for the subjects of the Deccan states
grew during the period May 1921 till
his death on 14th February 1939. 13th

October 7927 was a day of mass dis-
obedience rvhen leaders of the
Sabha, A. V. Patwardhan, N. C.
Kelkar, V. R. Kothari, Dr. Shirodkar,
Dr. Naikand Dr.Indumati Naikand
other local leaders of the Bhor State
held a public meeting disregarding
and disobeying the ban on meetings.
Warrants were issued for the arrest
of these leaders but never imple-
mented.

This was perhaps the first
'satyagraln'in the Indian states un-
der the leadership of Mr.
Patwardhan. It was appropriate and
fitting that Patwardhan should lead
this'satyagrafta'. Under his leader-
ship and guidance, State branches of
the Dakshini Sanstltan Praja Parishad
were formed at Aundh, Bhor,
Phaltan, Miraj, Mirajmale, Sangli,

Jath, Jamkhandi, Janjira and other
states of the Deccan. The state
branches organised annual and bi-
annual conferences demanding po-
litical rights and welfare reforms. He
was appointed as a non-official
member of the Aundh State repre-
sentative body and presided over
the first Aundh State People's Con-
ference held at Atpadi in May 1931.
He was a source of inspiration and
assistance to other States' People
Conference - Phaltan, Jamkhandi,
Sangli, Miraj, Mirajmale, Bhor and
Janjira.

Editor,' Sansthani Swarajya'

Mr. Patwardhan started a

Marathi weeklv,' Sans thani Swaraj ya'
in 7926 and it was published regu-
larly on every Friday till his death.
The weekly published articles, view-
points, news regarding the problems
of Deccan States and it became a fo-
rum and a driving force in the move-
ment of the Deccan States People's
Conference.

As editor, Mr. Patwardhan
published the weekly mainly on his
own and partially through dona-
tions from well-lvishers. The weekly,
of newspaper size, had no advertise-
ment revenue. The credit for spread-
ing the movement and its message
through the towns and villages of
the Deccan States went to the
weekly. He edited and published the
paper at great personal monetary
sacrifice.

'Liberal' par excellence

Both by training and tempera-
ment, Mr. Patwardhan was a liberal
leader and a moderate politician. As
a firm believer in and a strict practi-
tioner of the seven vows of the Ser-
vants of India Society, Mr.
Patwardhan's life was a saga of ser-
vice and sacrifice, of concern for the
downtrodden, and commitrnent to
the cause of public service. His po-
litical mentor, Mr. G. K. Gokhale,
truly represented the six tenets of
liberalism - Liberty, Realism, All
Sided Study, Gradualness and Evo-
lutionary Continuity, Efficiency in
Administration and Economy in
public expenditure. Mr. Patwardharr
was a secretary of the Servants of
India Society for nearly 15 years.

As Manager of the Arya-
bhushan Press for 30 years, he
succeeded in making the press a

major source of income for the
Society. Though a hard taskmaster,
Mr. Patwardhan looked after the
interests of the w<lrkers of the I)ress
in the form of welfare measures like
provident fund, credit facilities, etc.
Since Mr. Patwardha11 was
essentially a liberal, moderate
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P-o_litician, he could persuade,
motivate and convince the rulers oi
::u_ecTn states of the desirability
ano ngsd for political reforms. HLnao enough patience, perseverance
ancl communication skills to bringboth the rulers and subjects to acoltulon understanding oi the needfor a vin61g, feasible and clesirable
retcrrrng process.

- Mr. Patwardhanshowed keen
and aqHy. interest in a number of
activities - cooperation, agricultural
o_eveloPment and research in Indian
Hj:.,.1v. He was honorary treasurer
o-f the Bhsrus ltihas Sanshodhot Mordot
for 20 years (1918-1938) and wasclosely associated with the
Maharashha Co-operative Institute.

15th February 199g marked
his 125tt Birth Annivlrru.y. The year
also rnarked the 50th yeai of Iniian
states' integration into the Indian
unlon. Mr. Vamanrao patwardhan
can be truly called the architect of
P":."-u" stites Integration and abuilder of the All India states,PeoPle Conference. Mr.
Patwn16Sun's contribution will
always be remembered with respectand gratitude by .,.,n-ri,-rg
generations.

MR I. s. APTE, a freelance writer, rvas Di-
rector., Training and Administration, n ith the
tamtly Pllnning Association of India.

. Aletterwrittento TheWashingtonTimes
from Jeffrey M. Edmondson tells a itory about
Mahatma Gandhi that I'd never heard. A
w9man brought her son to see Gandhi and
asked the great man to tell the boy to

:n..yng the sugar cane that was rotting
teeth. Q3n66i ihoucht a minute and then
asked hg1 to bring n-er son back next week.
She was puzzled "but 

did as he asked. When
she returns6 with the boy a week later, Gandhi
proceeded to explain the evils of chewing
sugar. After the boy agreed to give it up, the
woman thanked Gandhi but asked him, 

,,Why

could you not do this last week when I firsl
brought him?" ,,Madame", Gandhi replied,
"Last week I chewed sugar cane,,. .

Nanated by Charles Peters in fhe
W ashington Monthly September 1 997.
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COMMUNAL RIOTS : THE
STATE AND LAW IN INDI& ed-
ited by lqbal A. Ansari, Institute
of Objective Studies, New Delhi
1L0025. ISBN 81-85220-44-'1; 1997 ;
pp.572; Price Rs.450.

Reviewed by
Dr. S. P. Sathe

This book grew out of two
seminars, one on "Beyond
Ayodl'rya" held in |anuary 1993 in
Delhi under the auspices of the In-
stitute of Objective Studies and an-
other on "Communal Riots and the
Role of the Law Enforcement Agen-
cies" held in fanuary 1994 by the
same institute in collaboration with
Dr. Asghar Ali Engineer's Centre
For the Study of Society and Secu-
larism in Bombay. The informatiorr
and insights gained from these two
semiuars made the Minorities Coun-
cil of India to sponsor a more thor-
oughstudy of "Communal Riots, the
State and Law in India". The book
contains articles written by eminent
hgman rights activists and academ-
ics and they highlight the causes that
give rise to communal riots and the
failure of the State and the law to
prevent them, punish the wrong-
doers and thereby prevent their re-
currence. The book contains articles

from distinguished iurists like fus-
tice Krishua lyer, Justice V. M.
'l'arkunde, and Justice tI. Suresh;
retired police officers like Padam
Rosha, K. F. Rustamji, C. V.
Narsimhan, retired civil servant|. B.
D'Souza, eminent academics like
Professors M. Mohiuddin and
AmrikSingh; law-er joumalists A. G.
Noorani and S. Arneerul Hasan,
Dilip D'Sorza, who is a professional
engineer and Asghar Ali Engineer,
a social activist. The editor himself
has contributed two articles. Besides'
such learned articles, the book also
contains excerpts from the report of
the Amnasty International, report on
the Bombay Riots entitled "People's
Verdict" by Justices Suresh and
Daud and several other reports on
other riots. The book contains a

wealth of information on riots. It
l'relps us to dispel varions untruths
which have been disseminated by
vested interests.

The articles in this book
mainly deal n'ith the following
issues:

The main contribution to
communalisation has doubtless been
of the BJP, lhe Shiv Sena and other
I'litrdutuu ideology holding front
organisations such as the RSS, the
Hindu Vishwa Parishad and the
Bairang Dal. But even the Congress
party which swears by secularism
has not been free from blame. Since
the 'eighties, the Congress has at-
iempted to placate the Hindutaa vole
bank by appearing to be tough with
the Muslims. It has actually tried to
run with the hare and hunt with the
hounds. Its attitude at the time of the
demolition of the Babri Masjid, and
during the communal riots in
Bombay in December 1992 and Janu-
ary'1993 clearly evidenced such du-
plicity. ln fact, the Shiv Sena was
cared and nnrtured by various Con-
gress leaders in order to bolster their
claim against the High Command.
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The Bhiwandi riots of 1984 had
shown such ciandestine alliance of
the Congress and the Shiv Sena (See

Asghar Ali Engineer's article in this
book).

What prevented the Congress
party from prosecuting the police
officials who were accused of parti-
san attitude during the Bombay ri-
ots? What prevented it from acting
against Mr. Bal Thackeray for his
most inflammatory speeches and
rtrritings in Saamna? ln fact, the conr-
munalism of the BJP does not and
need not surprise any one but the
clandestine communalism of the
Congress has caused greater dam-
age to itseli to secularism and to the
country. But this was not the first
instance of Congress duplicity. In
the 1984 carnage of the Sikhs, the
police, the administration and the
Congress party bigwigs had openly
taken part in killing innocent Sikhs,
burning their properties and raping
\4/omen. The policepolitician nexus
was to be found not only in one riot
but in most of the prominent ones.
The articles in the book make us
all'are that the threat to secularism
is not merely from the coming to
power of the BJP. Rather, it is more
from the erosion of the commitment
to secularism and human rights on
the part of the national political par-
ties which swear by secularism.

The second factor in commu-
nal riots is of police behaviour. Iu
almost all the riots, the police have
acted partisanly. Irrfiltration of com-
munal elements in the police force,
the use of the police by the rtrling
elite for partisan ends, lack of edu-
cation on the part of the policemen
are some of tl-re reasons. Every au-
thor has recommended that the po-
lice must be rescued from the control
of the politicians. [n a judgement
reprodrrced in tlris book, the Delhi
I{igh Court has observed that the
record filed vvith the Corrrt sltru'ed



that police was a party in protecting
the accused persons and in wiping
out the evidence against the accused
(p.28a). Similar has been the finding
of the enquiry conducted by Justices
Suresh and Daud into the Bombay
liots of December 7992 andJanuary
1993. In these riots, the police not
only looked the other way when the
rioters targeted the minority com-
munity, but even actively took part
in killing helpless persons belonging
to the minority cornmunity. The po-
lice constables are recruited frorn the
class which has been communalised
by the communal political parties
through dissemination of false sto-
ries about the minorities. The police
are not educated on human rights
and the rule of law.

The conditions of service of
the police need to be improved. They
should be trained in the use of non-
lethal methods of riot control. The
authors have recommended that the
police force must contain a fair rep-
resentation of the minorities. The
police must become more citizen
friendly. Unfortunately, the police
continue to hold the same image
rvhich they held as an arm of the
colc'rnial government. The police
need to be educated about the
people and their rights and the
people must be educated about the
police and their duties. Public par-
ticipation in investigation of crime
ought to be stepped up. Various
police commissions have made
meaningful recommendations for
improving the image of the police.
They need to be implemented.

Conrmunal riots are often en-
gineered by communal forces for
their ulterior purpose of deriving
political mileage. After a riot is con-
trolled and normalcy revived, noth-
ing happens to those who had
perpetrated it. An inquiry commis-
sion is appointed which reports af-
ter a couple of years. By that time,
everybody has forgotten about them
and the evidence required for crimi-
nal prosecution l'ras disappeared.

4.1

The most recent example of this is
the Bombay riots of 7992 and 1993.
Those riots were held while the Con-
gress \^'as in office. The government
did not take any action against the
police officers vrho w'ere alleged to
have acted partisanly. In its reply to
a writ petition filed bv Mr. J. B.

D'Souza, the government said that
since the matter was being inquired
by an inquiry commission, it could
not act until the report of such com-
mission became available. It ap-
pointed a commission of inquiry
headed by Justice B. Sri Krishna, a

sitting judge of the Bombay High
Court. The inquiry went on for al-
most 6 years. in the rneantime, the
government changed,and the politi
cal parties which had openly justi-
fied "retaliation" by the n'rajority
community, came into office.

The government headed by
the Shiv Sena-BJP first extended the
scope of the inquiry by including the
bomb blasts which occurrred in
Mumbai after the riots. When the
ternr of the commission expired, the
government refused to grant it ex-
tension and virtually wound it up.
There were several protests against
it and a writ petition was also filed
in the High Court. On the advice of
the then Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, the Commission
was renewed.

Now, will it be possible to
prosecute those who are held guilty
by the Commission? If prosecuted,
there is little chance of securing con-
viction because of the disappearance
of vital evideirce. But this is true not
only of the Bombay riots. This has
happened several times with the re-
sult that those who inflicted untold
suffering on helpless people did not
have to pay for their misdeeds. In
order to avoid a recurrence of such
riots, it is necessary that the guilty
ones be severely punished. The de-
lay in the judicial proceedings fur-
ther makes the punishment of the
guilty difficult. In one of the judge-
ments of the Delhi High Court, it

was observed that in some cases, the
guilty police officers were not only
not punished, but were promoted.
(see p.286).

Even the courts are not
entirely free frorn blame. The first
fault of the court system is its
dilatoriness and expensiveness. The
victims of the anti Sikh riots did not
get justice because of this. For ten
years, those who were accused of
crimes merely went to court for
taking the next date. The court
rooms were often congested and
could not accommodate the large
pggrbgr gf agcuspd persons involved
in the communal riots. But besides
systemic faults, there are vagaries
which arise out of the judges' class
bias also. In the same judgement
referred to above; the judge has
observed that "in all cases where the
victims are powerful and wealthy
persons, the very same courts, the
very sane system which walks at the
pace of a snail, works very fast"
(p.289). The fact that such indictmerrt
comes from a court is significant.

The book coutains material
rich in information and provocative
to thought. Soon the rePort of the Sri
Krishna Commission might be made
public. That report will show the
failure of the government to govern,
of the police to Protect people's lives
and properties, of the political par-
ties' commitment to the rule of law
and also the brutalisation of the com-
mon man who was impelled to jus-

tify and defend the carnage of
innocent people. That report must
trigger action against the guilty ones

but that should not be the end of it.
To prevent such things from haP-
pening again, corrective actions such
as giving autonomY to the Police,
expediting the process of inquirY,
educating the police and training
them to deal with such situations
and acting firmly against elements
which inflanre commuual passions

would be trecessarY. The secular
political parlies ought to understand
ihat con-rpeting with the commuual
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parties for space is a shortsighted
strategy which in the long run harms
them as lvell as the nation. They
must firmiy crusade for coirrmunal
llarmony aliC secularisnr and nar-
rort' tire space of conmunalisrn.
Even the tsJI' has understood tl'rat
Hittdutaa cannot help it secure ma-

lority support in Parliament. Its vote
percentage has reached a saturation
point. Comnrunalism must be made
politically disadvantageous. This
rvill require a lot of public education.
The book under review is doubtless
a verv good contribution in this re-
spect.

DR. S. P. SATHE is Honorary Director of the
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Pune.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU : REBEL
AND STATESMAN by B. R.
Nanda, Oxford University Press,
Oxford House, Apollo Bunder,
Mumbai 400001; 1995; pp.312;
Rs.425.

Reviewed by
Dr. A. S. Chousalkar

The book under review -
'Jawaharlal Nehru - Rebel ancl
Statesman' is a collection of essays
that have been written by Mr. ts. R.

Nanda over a period of time and
some of the essays have topical in-
terest in the sense that Nanda tries
trr put forth [)arrdit Neltru's perspec-
tive on Maulana Azad's views on the
partition of Irrdia. In the last 30 pages

of Azad's book, 'lndia wins free-
dom', he iras blamed Pandit Nehru
for the partition of India.

In the first chapter of the
book, Nanda seeks to analyse the
growth of the natiorralist ideas of
Nehru in the light of the moderate
sympathies of liis father. He dis-
cusses tire complex relaticnship be-
tw een Candhi, Nehru anci
Jawalrarlal as the latter realised the
fruitlessness of the council politics
of the Swaraj party.

Nanda discussses the
relatiorrship between Gandhi and
Nehru, despite their ideological
differences, Nehru realised the
greatness of Gandhi and Gandhi
realised the pr.rrity of heart and
purpose irr Nehru. He thought that
Nehru was a man in a hurry. Nehru
knew thatCandhi was indispensable
to tire party, as he had the gift tbr
discovering, training and harnessing
to the national cause, men and
rvonlen of varying abilities and
temperameuts. Nehru did not
develop his owll Broup arrd
fr.rnctioned individually. Gandhi
r.rrade hinr the Congress President in
1936 kr launch him with a favourable
wirrd on the wide and stornry ocean
of Indiarr politics.

Nanda is of the view that
Nehru's intellectual recorrciliation
had begun in Gandhi's lifetime; and
this can be seen by conrparing
' Autobiogrnplry' with the' Discouery ot'

India' in which the criticism of
Gandhi's idea is corrsiderably toned
down as in the intervening period
Nehru has gone a long way towards
rediscovering not only India but
Gandl'ri. Nanda held that political
opinion between the two was not
static, but it was continuously
evolving arrd seekirrg a new political
equilibrium in response to the inner
drives of two great men of
exceptional energy and integrity.
Carrdhi lrad serrsed imnrediately the
clr.ep loneliness, idealism and
restless energy of young Nehru arrd
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he refused to irnpose his ideas on
him. But Nehru correctly grasped
the moral fervour in Candhi's
political thought.

Nancia's essay on the relation-
ship betn'een Bose and Nehru is both
interestirlg and perceptive. Both of
them rvere charismatic leaders and
comnritted to the uationalist cause.
Subhas once descril:ed Nehru as l-ris

comrade in arnrs, but the circunr-
stances conspired to preverrt this
consunmation. Subhas r'vas a n'lan
in a hurry and the methods he
wanted' tci €rnplof were'not alw,ays
Gandhian. He thought that India
needed more resolute leadership
than Candhi. Gandhi wanted tl're

Congress to survive as an efficierrt
instrument of anti-imperialist
struggle and he sought to keep its
different factions together. In 193tJ,

Subhas becanre the l)resident of tlre
Congress, and he again succeeded
in gettirrg elected as the President in
1939 against Gandhi's rvisl-res. In his
struggle against Gandhi, Subhas
wanted to enlist the su1'rpolt t'i
Nehru, but the Congress old guard
successfully dislodgecl hirrr irtrm lris
post of President and ultimatelt' .lis-
qualified lrim from holdirrg elective
office for a period of three vL'ars.
Nehru did not like the ganre of fac-
tionalism played by Bose and his
detractors, and thought that it
would ill-serve the partv. Subhas
didn't like Nehru's anrbivalence and
accused him of ridirrg on tt\'() hrlrses.
According to Narrda, Subllas ()ver-

rated his popularity and didn't take
into account the'nature' of the Cou-
gress party which was loyal tt.r

Gandhi, and the former cotrld rrot dtr
without hirn.

Candhi was suspicious of
Bose's ideology and methods aud
Bose ended by alienatirrg both
Gandhi and his colleagues because
he realised that he wouldu't get the
backing of the AICC for his plans.
The Congress leadership at the na-
tional level was a collective leader-
shipr, as it inclucled nren of cliffcring
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views and abilities, with Gandhi as

the ultimate arbiter. Gandhi had a
strong suspicion that Bose's belief in
non-violence was tenuous and his
insistence on launching an irnmedi-
ate mass civil disobeCience n'love-
ment rvithout adequate preparations
exhibited lack of understanding of
tl're technique of satyagraha. He rvas
convinced that Subhas couldn't
function within the ideology and
discipline of the Congress party, and
Subhas's impression that Gandhi
v.ras being instigated against him by
Patel and Azad was mistaken, be-
cause this was one crisis that Gandhi
handled himself from the beginning
to the end. He wanted to maintain
discipline and coherence in the party
in order to use it as an instrument of
struggle against British imperialism.
Nanda held that Bose's decision to
range against the entire leadership
of the Congress party was quixotic
and it was foredoomed to fail, given
the alignn'rent of forces in the coun-
try and the party.

Nehru was opposed to the use
of religion in politics and held that
India should continue to adhere to
secularism because where a great
majority of the people belonged to
one religion, and this fact alone was
likely to colour to some extend its
cultural climate. Hence, he said that
the greatest problem faced by India
was creating a just state by just
means and establishing a secular
state iri a religious country.

'Jawaharlal Nehru and the
Partition of India' is one of the nrost
inrportant essays in this book, be-
cause some sections in India and
even Maulana Azad accused Nehru
of adopting an adamant stand which
made partition inevitable. It was the
considered opinion of Nehru that
Muslim separatism was encouraged
and controlled by British irr-rperial-
ism. In 1937, Nehru didrr't initially
want to accept the office. In U.P., he
insisted that the League ministers
shcluld adhere to the progranrs atrd
discipline of tl.re Congress. After the
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failure of the U.P. talks, Nanda felt
that'it is arguable that Nehru should
have avoided public discussion of
political probabilities which were
likely to provoke the Leagrre. But he
was committing neither a breach of
faith with the Cabinet commission
nor an act of sabotage. It is the opin-
ion of Sir Pethick Lawrence that
these remarks gave Jinnah an excuse
he was looking for to get out of the
Corrstituent Assembly. Nanda is of
the vien' that the three-tier constitu-
tion enrrisaged in the Cabinet Mis-
sion Plan was a delicate mechanism
with numerous checks and balances
and with two antagonistic parties
working it, itwas impossible to draft
a rvorkable Constitution. The
League's idea of the central govern-
ment for a sub-corrtinent like India
in the 20th century was completely
out of date. The Congress had no
intention of letting the League go
arvay with Pakistan of its own con-
ception with full six provinces by
distinguishing them as groups of
provinces in the first instance.

Jinnah failed to assure the
nrinorities that grouping of prov-
inces was voluntary and construc-
tive association of neighbouring
provinces. He comnrunalised and
paralysed Indian politics in such a

nlanner that rvith the support of the
British rulers, partition became a

mere formality. After 1935, all the
major demands of the League were
conceded, and Jinnah had no fresh
denrands to make except the parti-
tion. This denrand was tacitly en-
couraged by Lord Amery,
Linlithgow and finally by Sir
Stafford Crips. The Congress was
ready to concede maximum power
to states and minimum co-
ordinating powers to the centre.
During the Quit India Movement,
the I.eague was whole-heartedly
supported by the irnperialists. As a

result it succeeded in errlisting the
support of the majority of Muslim
voters in India.

Azad and several otlrer histo-
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rians blamed Nehru for spoiling the
chances of accord as far as the Cabi-
net Mission was concerned, because
the League had already accepted the
Plan which envisaged the grr:qring
of provinces in three regions. Nehru
thought that the grouping of prov-
inces wouldn't strcceed. Hence he
said that the new Constituent As-
sernbly was sovereign, and it could
make the Constitution as it desired.
It is an arrangement for mutual ad-
vantage and it would not involve
coercion of the minorities. Nehru
reluctantly accepted partition when
all the 30 seats in the Central Assetn-
bly and 439 out of the 494 Muslim
seats in the state assemblies were
won by the League. Thus Nehru can-
not be blamed for the Partition of
India, because partition was the re-
sult of deeper causes. Maulana
Azad's criticism of Nel'rru is mis-
placed, because the root cause of the
partition was the Muslinl elites' re-
fusal to accept the logic of dernoc-
racy and the support theY received
from the British government.

Nanda's persPective is essen-

tially a nationalist perspective, but
his conclusions are moderate and
balanced. It is a good addition to the
literature on Nehru.

DR. A. S. CHOUSALKAR is Professor of
Pol itics, Shivaji University, Kolhapur.

Freedom First ' APril-June
number is remarkable. DeeP studY,

political understanding and vision of
the future are its characteristics. I

wish political workers of all parties

go through it. ltwill give them advice
- warning and if theywould like, ways
to improve. From Nehru, Sardar
Patel to Ambedkar, Munshi, Nani
Palkhivala and Minoo Masani, is a
galaxy of leadershiP, whose
coverage you have done, is to me'
the real substance of a study class'
Congratulations.

These articles should be

translated in all the vernacular
languages of lndia.

D. B' Karnik, former Editor'
Maharashtra TiQet



THE ULTIMATE SATORI,
zAzEN ON SArNT INAN-
ESHWAR'S ANUBIIAVAMRITA
by Kanaiya |oshi; M/s. S. P. Barve,
34/8, Erandawana/ Pnne 411 004;
1995; pp.127; Ik.100.

Reviewed by
Dr. S. G. Nigal

f nanadeva (Jnaneshwar)
0275-7296 AD) was a very famous
philosopher-saint that Maharashtra
produced in the second half of the
'!3'h century AD. In him, we find a

rare synthesis of profound philoso-
phy, genuine poetry and mystical
experience. His grandparents were
disciples of Gorakhnath, a great Yogi
of the Nath-cult. Nivrittinath, the
Guru of Jnanadeva, was also initi-
ated in this sect by Gahininath. But
Jnanadeva laid the philosophical
foundation of the Bhakti movement
in Maharashtra and upheld the cult
of Lord Vithoba of Pandharpur. He
was so popular among the masses
and revered by them that he came
to be known as Mauli (the mother
of spiritual seekers or devotees of
Vithoba). Vitthalpant, Jnanadeva's
father was married to Rukmini. But
he was a man of spiritual bent of
mind. He developed Vairagya
(dispassion), went to Varanasi and
was initiated as an ascetic by
Shripadswami or Ramananda
Swami. Nevertheless, the latter left
Varanasi for holy pilgrimage; and

meanwhile he visited Alandi, a small
village near Pune. Rukmini, the wife
of Vitthalpant, bowed down at the
feet of Swamiji. Swamiji blessed her.
The saint realised the cause of her
anguish. He was reminded of his
nen'ly initiated disciple. [Ie went to
Varanasi and ordered Vitthalpant to
give trp the life of an ascetic and go
back to Alandi. So Vitthalpant re-
turned home and lived with hlswife.
Orthodox Brahmins excommuni-
cated him for giving up the lit'e of
an ascetic and leading the life of a
householder. Thereafter, Rukmini
gave birth to Nivrittinath,
|nanadeva, Sopandeva and
Muktabai. The orthodox Brahmins
harassed them more. The family left
Alandi and went to
Tryambakeshwar, a holy place near
Nasik. There, Nivrittinath was initi-
ated into the Nath-cult by a Yogi
Gahininath.

After some days, they all re-
turned to Alandi. Vitthalpant asked
for punishment. He was told to end
his life in order to atone for his so-
called lapses. Vitthalpant went to
Prayag and threw himself into the
holy Ganga and ended his life. Af-
ter some months, Rukmini did the
same. Still the orthodoxy was not
satisfied. The great young spiritual
prodigies were asked to get a cer-
tificate of purification from the
Pandits of Paithan. The Pandits were
silenced by Jnanadeva. While re-
turning to Alandi, they stayed at
Newase. Nivrittinath, his elder
brother, was accepted by Jnanadeva
as his Spiritual Master. At his in-
stance, jnanadeva dictated extem-
pore, the famous text of Bhaaartha
Dipika, the exposition of Shrimad
Bhagwad Geeta in Marathi to
Sachchidananda Baba. At that time,
Jnanadeva was hardly fifteen years
old.

Then Nivrittinath asked him
to write an independent treatise.
And tlrus Anubhaaamrila was writ-
ten by Jnanadeva. It contains 10

chapters comprising of 812 couplets.
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In the last chapter of this text,
Jnanadeva refers to this text as
Anubhaanmrifa (Nectar of Experi-
ence) (A.10-19, 20, 24, 25, 31 ). While
stating that even knowledge can be
the cause ofbondage, he refers to the
Shiva sutras of Lord Shankar and the
Geeta of Lord Vishnu (A.3-76, 77).
Yet he asserts his independence iu
support of the truth that even knowl-
edge can be a source of bondage
(A.3-18). Thus he does not rely on
any authority. It is based on his own
spiritual experiences, insight and
their rational interpretation.

In this text, Jnanadeva has re-
futed several philosophical positions .: ..r r ,

such as Dualism, Nihilisrn, Subjec-
tive ldealism. He also refutes the
view which accepts Nescience as an
independent entity. He is a non-du-
alist and-.asserts that Atman (Su-

preme Sel0 is the presupposition of
all means of knowledge. It is self-
evident because it is self-luminous.

The original text is written in
poetic form (Ovi metre). Several
scholars such as A. A. Khasnis, Dr.
B. P. Bahiral, R. K. Bhagwat have
translated Anubhaasmrifa into En-
glish. Shri Kanaiya Joshi's English
rendering of Anubluuamrifa is titled:
The Ultimate Satori, Zazen on Saint
Jnanaeshwa r's Anubhaaamrita. Mr.
K. Joshi writes on page 11 that one
Mr. N. B. Joshi encouraged him to
translate z4n ublaaamritn into English,
but on page 13, he claims: "This is
not a translation. This is a medita-
tion on Anubluoamifrn". Moreover,
he also writes that it is a rustic con-
templation on and a non-rational
self-enquiry through Anubhauamitra.
So the author is free to call it Satori
which means sudden enlighten-
ment, a state of consciousness at-
tained by intuitive illuminatiorr
representing the spiritual goalof Zen
Buddhism. Jnanadeva is an ardent
advocate of Non-dual Blukti (Lov-
ing Devotion) as the best meatrs to
Self-realisation (God-realisatiorr). In
one of the verses (A.9-43), he asserts:
A deity along witl'r its attendarrts and
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a shrine which houses them is
carved out of the sarne rocky mount.
So Bhakti is possible in Non-dualis-
tic philosophy too.

While the Zen Buddhists al-
lvays speak in paradoxes. But if the
Ultinate Satori is the fruit of the
au thor's meditation on
Anubheaamrira, then the author is
free to use the term'Satori' . Zazen is
also a term used by Zen Buddl'rists;
and Zazen n'leans formal sitting for
Sntori.lt is warned that Zen may be
'wooed in vain' in Za-zen. Zen is
said to be the sense of the perpetual
Noru. But advocates of Zen are not
prepared to give a definite spiritual
discipline to achieve the Satori.

On the contrary, Jnanadeva
elucidates the path of loving non-
dual devotion to the Alman. This
path includes the awareness of the
inner, presence of the Divine Self
and offering of one's labour of love
to Him. So that one can become one
with the Supreme Self or Pure Con-
sciousness. But the authorities on
Satori unequivocally declare that
there is no reference in the vast lit-
erature of record Satori to union with
the Beloved or to union at all.

The author of "The Ultimate
Satori" has not given numbers to the
verses rendered into English of the
Marathi "Oai's". So it is difficult to
identify the original verses and their
English rendering. This,l think, is a
major drawback of this English ren-
dering. It is very difficult to render
Jnanadeva's Marathi ouis (couplets)
even into modern Marathi. Mr.
Joshi's' English rendering is poetic,
lucid and liberal. His intelpretation
of Anublnaamrita is appreciable. Mr.
joshi does not claim that his English
rendering is an academic or literary
endeavour. Naturally therefore, this
book is free from philosophical jar-
gon. But the translator could not re-
sist the temptation of introducing
scientific words in his rendering,
such as Big Bang (p.87), quartz
(p.104), black-hole (p.90) and Zen

48

Buddhist terms such as Zazen and
Satori. It is again strange to see as to
why the writer has spelled the San-
skrit nrystic syllable ('AUM") as
"OHM" on pages 25, 68 and 126,
though it contains A, U and lvl al-
phabets.

Jnanadeva is a critic of both
Ignorance and Knowledge as men-
tal n'rodification: Fire, in burning the
camphor burns itself; so does
Knowledge in destroying ignorance,
destroys itself (A.4-5). 'l'he Atmnn
(Pure Consciousness) is beyond the
darkness of ignorance and the light
of knowledge. J'he latter are relative
ternrs wlrile the Atman can neither
be an object .of ignorance nor of
knowledge because it is self-lumi-
nous, self-gvident and self-existent.
It is non-dual and beyond all kinds
of opposites. It is ineffable, Even its
characteristics as Existence - Con-
sciousness and Bliss do not indicate
It. It only denies opposites, viz. Non-
existence, non-self and sufferirrg re-
spectively. Truly, Existence is
Consciousness, Consciousness is
Bliss and so on. The main point is
that the Atman or the Absolute is
indescribable and unique. Accord-
ing to him, the world is an extention
or expression of the Atman (Abso-
lute Sel0.

The sixth chapter of
Anubhaaamrifa is on the porver and
limits of words and language. Mr.
Joshi has liberally translated the
three important verses (A.100 to 102)
and brought out their meanirrg
clearly:

Word creates the ghost
Of meaning, to catch the l(eal;
How your little palm
Can hold the vast sky!
Extraordinary is the power
Of the Word,
When it describes reality,
But it is
Only a painting on a wall
Lifeless and temporal.
All knowledge
Is only words;

Freedont Firsl October-Decerrtber l99E

All words
No experience,
A painting without life
Though colourful.

I'his remitrds us of Piato's .

sertion: Letters are dead. Mr. Jor
has succeeded in the very difficr
task of giving us a liberal translati,
of Anubhaaamrita which contai
both intellectual and existential di
lectics. "The Ultimate Satori" will I

beneficial to both spiritual aspiran
and philosophical analysts.

Tire treatise is well brougl
out. Its layout and the paper are finr
It is moderately priced. Non
Marathi students of Jnanadeva'
philosophy will be very much ben
efited by this English rendering. I
is very praiseworthy that a business
man at 66 writes an.English render
ingof Anublnaamrita. This labour o
love will be well received by the stu-
dents and lovers of Jnanadeva's lit-
erature ancl philosophy.

DR.S.G.NIGAL is Reader in l'hilosophy,
B. N. N. College, Bhiwandi 421305,
Maharashtra.

The Right to Privacy

lVe consrder unacceptable the gross

interference of both State and judiciary in what

are essentially l/atters of personal morality.

Whether the person involved is a private citizen

or the President of the United States is

immaterial...

Protection of privacy, when matters do not

attract the provisions of the criminal law is a
fundamental human right. lf privacy were

violated by society's official institutions, we can

none of us feel safe in our private lives, and

therefore commiserate with you (President

Clinton) at the public violation of your rights.

As human beings we all rely on a reciprocal

sense of solidarity and common humanity from

our fellow citizens, and we deeply regret that

this has not been available to you ...

Levi Fragell, President

Babu R R.Gogineni, Executive Direclor

TNTERNATToNAL HUMANTST 
^to 

*ll:3i
(Extracted from lheir letter to President Clinton)
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doy-to dny [ivcs of our peopfc.\ryhik tftepeopb's initiativc has

6een stifbd tfte carwnty is in shunbks. Tfte Joumal1cticves thnt
wfl[c tndia needs a strong governnlffit tfiot cnsurcs tfw rub of tnw

whot IniLo docs rnt rwed is 0. meddksome govcrrurcnt - tfrc s/stcnr

so far thtt frls (cd to impovcrishmrnt, insccurity and. irutabi[ity.

Freedom First therefore stan/s for ninimu.n goverruncnt md.

mwimum fccdom, tcnr,pered 6y o scnse of individual responsili[ity,

inwfich thc peopb's gcnius has a fair opportuity to dcvebp and.

9row.

Freedout First rcjccts any iftobgy, nrovcnlcnt or po[icy that
scts onc Aroup of citizcns agairut urctfLc1 6c it 6ascd on c[nss,

castc, re[igorr or cnr']'.
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148, Mahatma Gandhi Road,
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3rd Floor. Army & Navy Buikling. 148. M. G. Road. Mumbai 400 001.

I wish io enler a subscription and enclose my cheque'in favour ol Freedom First.
(Please type or write in block letters)

NAME I
IADDRESS

I
I

I 'subs.riplions can also be sent by MO,DD. No Poslal orders please. For I
f outstation clreques (within lndia), please add Rs.10 for bank charges. I
I Fo, Subscribers in lndia For Overseas Subscriberg I
I (By Second Class Airmail) I
[l u Life Strtrscription : Rs.500 Annual Life I
I U 3 Yean' Subscription : Rs.l25 I
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At AFL, we move anythrng and every'thing to anywhere. Nbw tell us when, where and what.
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