


Let's Honour The Dead ... 

Even a random selection from among the 420 who died in the Kargil war 
reveals : 

They came from many religions and many regions but they all died for India 

They were the men of India's Armed Forces. They epitomised India's Secu­
lar Democracy 

Capt. Jintu Gogoi, Assam e Major Ajay Singh Jasrotia, Jammu e Lt.Col. Vishwanathan, 
Kerala e Lt. N. Kengurutse. Nagaland e Lt. P. Tomar. Haryana e Sepoy Tsering Wangchuk, 
Ladakh e Lance Naik N. Pradhan. Darjeeling e Lance Naik Shanker Rajaram Shinde, 
Pune e Naik Srinivasa Patra, Orissa €! Naik R. Kamaraj, Thanjavur 19 Gunner Udhav Das, 
Barpeta (Assam) 19 Sepoy Dinesh Waghela, Kheda (Gujarat) e Subedar Joginder Singh, 
Punjab e Major Padmapani Acharya, Andhra Pradesh e Capt. Hanifuddin, Delhi e Lt. V. 
Bhattarcharya, West Bengal e Naik Pramod Kumar (Netaji) , Bihar e Capt. K. Clifford 
Nongrom, Meghalaya e Capt. Aditya Mishra. Uttar Pradesh e Subedar Bhanwar Singh, 
Rajasthan e Major Saravanam. Tiruchi e Major R. S. Adhikari ; Himachal Pradesh e Sepoy 
Liaqat Ali . Jammu and Kashmir. 

... And Help The Living 
Major General E. D'souza. A veteran of four wars suggests how we can help our disa­

bled servicemen 

"INDIA TODAY has done a great service to our disabled servicemen who have to carry on their lives 
without hands and feet and because of damage to their spines are confined to wheelchairs. Their 
disabilities are such that they have to be boarded out of the Army. They need to live in dignity with 
their disability. 

Among the many who need your help are : 

Havildar Durg Singh 2 Raj Rif. 
He has lost a leg and feels that he can best rehabilitate himself by becoming a data operator. 

Sepoy Avozole Angami of the l Naga Regiment 
He has lost both his hands. His desire is to start a small business in Nagaland. 

Rifleman Mohammed Asad of the l 8 Garhwal Rifles 
He has lost his left hand. He wants to find a bride. marry and raise c hildren. 

Havildar Sunil Kumar Libu of 1 Ill Gurkha Rifles 
He is paralysed waist downwards. He wants to modify his home so that he can move about freely in a 
wheel c hair. 

There are many other such cases. To enable these splendid men to live in dignity. this o ld soldier 
suggests that monetary help be :;ent to them directly or to tho many' infan try units wh --re suc ll soldier:; 
have been d isab led. " 

If you wish to respond to this appeal or for additional rnformation please wri te to : 

Moj Gen. E. D'Souza (Retired) . Grosvenor. Flat No. 1. l 7 4A. St. Cyril Road. Bandra (West). Mumbai 400 050 . 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ... 

As announced earlier, the cover story of this issue ought to have been on "The Maturing 
of Indian Democracy". This has been postponed to the first issue in the year 2000 for two 
reasons . The first being the poor response to our request for contributions from our readers. 
The second is the fact that on November 26 the Indian Constitution celebrated its 50th birthday. 
This presents us with an opportunity to assess the quality of Indian Democracy in the light of 
the Constitution bequeathed to us by the Constituent Assembly and the numerous amendments 
that followed , some of which, in the words of Mr. N. A. Palkhivala have defaced and defiled 
the Constitution. So send in your comments which should not be too long and equally importantly 
are relevant. 

An Invitation 

On the other hand if you are too lazy to sit down and pen your th oughts and not too 
averse to 'wasting ' a Saturday morning you might consider participating in a half-day discussion 
we are organising on Saturday October 18 from 10 am to 1 pm. The subject: 'Fifty years of 
the Indian Constitution and the Quality of Indian Democracy'. If you are interested please let 
us know on 267 0610; 267 4453 (Mrs . T. D'Souza , 12 noon to 4 pm Monday to Friday). While 
doing so please do not forget to give your name, phone and fax numbers. 

The cover feature this time is on the Armed Forces. One of the major achievements 
of which we can be legitimately proud is the fact that our soldiers have kept away from parties 
and politics. But in recent yea rs there have been signs that the line dividing the two is in real 
danger of being violated . This must not happen and as Liberals we must take the lead in mobilising 
public opinion to ensure that this does not happen. During peacetime our soldiers must continue 
to remain in their barracks coming out only when called upon to lend a helping hand during 
times of natural calamities like what they are currently doing so sp lendid ly to help the victims 
of the vicious cyclone that devastated large parts of Orissa and claimed thousands of victims . 

Our Next Cover Feature (Positively!) 
THE MATURING OF INDIAN DEMOCRACY 

Last date to receive your contribution : Monday, December 20 ,1 999 

A request: If it is possible please email your contribution at freedom@vsnl.com . If this is not 
possible then on a diskette (floppy) preferably on MS Word. If this is not possible then typed 
- double spacing and broad margin. If none of these are possible then in legible handwriting. 
Thank you. 
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world"- Tennyson 

The sphinx has spoken at last. And this time without 
the aid of a script. 

Editorial in Tile Times of l11rlia, August 4 

Pakistan can serve as an example of a progressive 
Islamic democracy because it is a link - both economic 
and political -between the Indian Ocean and Central 
Asia. 

US Assistant Secretary of State Karllnderfurth 
cited by N. C. Menon, The Hindus/all Times, October 25 

The party (CPI-M) will go down with Jyoti Basu, just 
as the Congress like Indira Gandhi, bids fair to die 
in Sonia's lap. If the BJP has enemies like the Congress 
and the CPI-M who needs friends! 

C. R. Irani, Tile Statesma11, September 8 

Asha Parikh must be the first person in the world who 
thinks that dead bodies lying naked in a World War 
IT concentration camp have the potential of sexually 
arousing Indian Audiences. 

Pritish Nandy, MID-DAY, August 12 

India knows emergency management better than any 
o ther as it is used to recurring systems failure . It has 
a ma nual option fo r everything. 

Stacey Ple mmons, Hewlett-Packard India , 
Outlook, November I 

The Congress in Kerala is now united. We have passed 
the disease of dissidence on to the Marxists. 

Indira Co ngress lead er A. K. An tony, 
INDIA TODA Y, August 2::1 

Eliz.abcth I o f Englnnd. It 's novv publ ic proper ty. 

Comment on the Censor Board findin g the workd objectionable 
in Shekha r Kapur 's 'El.I Z AI:lETI-1 ', Mid-day, August 2::1 

Should the Planning Commission be allowed to occupy 
prime property like Yojana Bhawan or should that 
building not be so ld to be converted into a super 
market. 

Sa uvik Chakraverti, Tile Economic Ti111 es, August 31 

The right to vote has become a weapon that the 
politicians have turned against the people. 

Poet and columnist Dom Moraes, 
AFTERNOON DESPATCH & COURIER, September 27 

Nothing so became the Chinese communist revolution 
as the abandonment of its basic principles. Thus, if 
China has anything to celebrate, it is everything that 
the original revolution was no t. 

Gerald Segal, Director, Inte rnationallnstitute 
fo r Strategic Studies, THE HINDU, September 17 

When a fired general overthrows a duly-elec ted civilian 
head o f government, it looks like a coup, it talks like 
a coup and it walks like a coup, because it is a coup! 

U.S. Senato r, Gary Ackerman, OUTLOOK, October 25 

When elections are coming up, you d on't work because 
o f the elec tion code of conduct. When you are in power, 
you don't work because the opposi tion doesn't let you. 
The only time you work it seems is if you 're in the 
Opposition when you slog to ensure the government 
fails at everything so new elec tions may be held. 

C. Y. Gopina th , OUTLOOK, November 8 

Everyday there is ta lk about our populat ion reaching 
th e bi llion mark in th e r urrent mill ennium, poss ibl y 
thi s ve ry mo nth . T hi s is a sad co mmentary on o ur 
dP v<> lnp nwn t· .1 <>Pr in11" h ,) f ·hi r h <>hcH d d m:~kc us 
ashamed . 

I I. D. Shourie, IJtreclo r, 
COMMON CAUSE, October-Dece mber t 999 . 
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·:-.: ::·:-: '.~·~. ~··. . OF CABBAGES AND KINGS 

The VIP Nuisance 

A friend in Patna, has sent us this message. He 
was an eye-witness. 

"Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee was in 
Pa tna on June 25 and he visited J.P.'s house and the 
Gandhi Maidan for a 'Rashtra Raksha' Rally. It is 
amazing how the administration forces people to shut 
down their establishments when such YIPs come call­
ing. On this occasion the people were even lathi 
charged for walking on the stre~ts. Prime Ministers 
without exception just love such trappings of power, 
don ' t they?" 

Why only Prime Ministers. Leaders of the Op­
position are equally prone. Recently, I was in Delhi 
for a week. I was on my way to dinner when near the 
Race Course Road roundabout all vehicular traffic came 
to a standstill. Suddenly with sirens blaring came three 
white Ambassadors- two of them crowding the third. 
Discreet inquiries (discreet, because I was told even 
curiosity could land one in jail in Delhi) revealed that 
one of the three carried none other than the Leader 
of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi. 
That the people were inconvenienced is beside the point 
111 the 40-year regime of a socialist/elitist/YIP Raj . 
Sound bitter? Why not? Here's another reason why. 

The Habitat World in Delhi is a conference centre 
much like the better known India International Cen­
tre. On 23rd November I noticed the place was 
swa rmin g with a rmed men in uniform. I was waiting 
outside the main lobby with a carton when I was first 
asked what was in the carton and then told to move 
away. When 1 told them I was waiting for someone I 
was told I could go and wa it somewhere else. Rea­
son: Mrs. Sonia Gandhi . I ought to have known . 
Because some Indira Gandhi function was on at the 
Habitat World and ordinary citizens constituted a 
secur ity ri s k. 

It occurs to me, and this is for the ser ious con­
siderd tion u f the es ta blishment : When public fun ctions 
in vnlv in g such VIIJs a re i1 vo lved why no or~anise 

the m tn l 1ha r JaiL Secunty will be assured a nd the 
VWs will no t be a nuisa nce to ordinary ci ti zens like 
us . fn fa ct this is for the consid eration of establishments 
all over the country. While Delhi is the worst case, this 

nuisance is present in varying degrees throughout the 
c~untry . All major cities and town have fairly large 
Jall compounds which could conveniently accommo­
date such conferences. 

There is of course another possibility. Stop in­
viting YIPs to non-government public functions. Give 
it a thought. 

The Pope's Visit 

Without doubt the Indian Constitution does not 
prevent a person born into one religion from embracing 
another. And missionaries have the right to seek con­
verts. The grey area is in respect of the inducements 
offered to persons to persuade them to change their 
faith . 

Not only Christians but even those from other 
religions and disbelievers were rightly critical of the 
lunatic fringe among those professing the Hindu re­
ligion, which sought to prevent the Pope's visit India. 
But "Ecclesia in Asia" a document that seeks to pro­
mote Roman Catholicism in Asia and which contains 
inter-alia statements like this one that was signed a t 
a meeting of Bishops presided over by the Pope wi ll 
now be a convenient handle for this lunatic fringe to 
keep up their religious frenzy notwithstanding the fine 
distinction drawn by the Bishops between 'conversion 
and eva ngelism': 

"just as in the first millennium th e Cross was 
planted in the so il o f Europe, o:md in the second in that 
o f the Americas and Africa, we can pray th at in the 

t .. • .,, 
. . .,, 

LliJ~.._ • ..._.I<J t,.H. Jlll• i ll~J J. I.,.. i l l t Jl...l i l l U b.l \..... l..i l ii Ul \1\.,. • ..) L L>i U,IIL•I !• ld 

be rea ped in this vas t and vital continent. " 

Statements like these only fu el mutual suspicions 
and divide. What is worse it sets a t na ugh t the phe-
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nomenally good work being done by Christian mis­
sionaries particularly in the field of education. 

And more's the pity because the Indian Chris­
tian community is indeed an integral undistinguishable 
part of the Indian e thos and culture. Let's not forge t 
the fact that Christianity in India is as old as Chris­
tianity itself. 

What does it matter what religion one professes 
as along as it does not intrude on the right of another 
to practice the religion of his or her choice or the right 
not to believe in any religion . 

We d o not question the Pope's right to say what 
he did but certainly his wisdom. 

A New Mercedes for the Governor 

Apropos the expenditure of Rs.25,00,000 on a 
brand new Mercedes for the Maharashtra Governor 
- a gift of the previous BJP /Shiv Sena government 
endorsed by its successor Congressi/NCP government 
- the following report in the Stuttgarter Zeitung of June 
21,1966 no ticed by Rajaji and cited by him, without 
comment, in his ' Dear Reader' column in the Swarajya 
week ly o f Ju ly 23,1966 is both instructive and 
revealing: 

"When the office of the Federal Chancellor of 
West Germany, Ludwig Erhard, recently indented for 
a new car to replace the four year old Mercedes, the 
Federa l Audit office rejected the reques t, saying 'Ve­
hicle 0-2 must complete 200,000 kilometres.' 

Regarding the Pakistan Coup 

W ould readers like digest the following and 
revert with their comments on wha t to make o f it. The 
Libe ra l position is clear but we'll make our views 
known in this column next quarter. 

From: Mr. Ahmed*, Is lamaba d , Pakis tan, No­
vember 24, 1999 

"The recent changes in Pakistan have, indeed, 
transformed some basic po litica l definitions of our 
po li tica l and social institutions. 

" In the prese nt scenorio, I was ab le to d eliver 
a lecture on 'The C reek Ethics in the present pe rspec­
tive'. This was an a ttemp t on thou ght pnwoki n ~ as 
u ur in te lli ge ns ia is try in g to rede fin e th e ro le o t 
re lig ion.! tried my best to instill Humanism and Seett­
la ri sm in lhe new d e finitions o f democracy and liberal 
form of religion. Ea rlier l gave a ta lk on " Buddha - a 

voice of reason from the pages of history". 

"I hope that our new rulers are able to redefine 
our society in secular terms, as they promised: 'End 
of Corruption, Responsible and Accountable form of 
Democracy modernisation, as well as Equal Oppor­
tunities for Women' . Our new Ruler described himself 
as KAMALIST, raising hopes for limitation of Religion 
as a private affair between God and Man ." 

*(Name changed as 1 haven 't obtained the writer's 
permission to share this communication received by us via 
the e-mail, with you - Editor) 

The Statesman 
Cyclone Relief Fund 

SVR 

Within the space of a fortnight. two cyclones-one 
of them described as a super cyclone - have struck 
eastern India . Orissa is the worst-affected state. 

To help m eet the needs of relief, The Statesman 
has set up a cyclone-relief fund with a contribution of 
Rs.25,000. We invite concerned citizens to contribute 
generously. Funds raised thus will be c hannelled to those 
who really need help through philanthropic organisations 
with unimpeachable track records. All contributions of 
more than Rs.500 will be acknowledged in the 
newspaper. Cheques/drafts payable to 'The Statesman 
cyclone relief fund' may be sent to any office of The 
Statesman at any of the following addresses given pelow: 

Further, The Statesman invites bona fi de 
organisations and groups engagedin c ollecting rel ief 
supplies and material to use its columns to circulate 
their appeals. Such appeals will be scrutinised and if 
accepted, will be published free of cost. Please contact 
Mrs. Neena Biswas, Deputy Marketing Manager at 
Calcutta (225-7070), with details of the work you are 
doing and the appeal you wish to make. 

Donations are exempt under section BOG of the Income 
Tax Act 1961. 

ChequeS/drafts payable to 'The Statesman Cyclone Relief 
Fund' may be sent to any office o f The Statesman at 
any of the following addresses given below: 

Head Office: Statesman House, 4, Chowinghee Square, 
Calc utta - 700 001 

Delhi Office: Statesman House, 1 48, Barakhamba Road, 
New Delhi - 110 001 

Mumbai Off ice: Plat No.5, Kasturi Build ings. Jamshedji 
" 

l \....111...; 1\-.......UU, l~lU• I 1o....l\....il -1~-'"-' VL-V 

C hennal Office: Fag un Mansion, 26 , Ethiro i Road . 
Chennai - 600 1 05 
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Alzheimer • In 

The Preservers 
One of the minor but signifi­

cant aspects of civilisations is the 
fostering of libraries. Evidence has 
emerged from the archaeological re­
mains of Mesopotamia as well as 
of Egypt of attempts at building 
libraries - of table ts eagerly gar­
nered by those who could afford 
the expens e of co ll ec ting th em . 
Those cultures that were pre-litera­
ture too ensured their own unique 
ways of developing - only th ey 
were living human libraries, m en 
uncommonly endowed with public 
me m o ri es o r having d eve loped 
them. They had, on the tips of their 
tongues, the histories of lineages, 
battles and significant happenings 
in the co mmunity. Th e llind was 
preserved by these. ln traditiona l 
Africa, they had their own 
honoured place and their narrative 
fid e lity to hi s to ri ca l happenings 
(when circumstantially checked 
with his tor ica l records) has been 
one of the surprises of the mod ern 

p n 1n \"·h1 ~ J, lhr • '"10:.: J • ·) li \f !1 ""1' l" r-'•' • 

humJ n me mnry. Our own tra cl" tion 
honours th e Su tns, the cas te w hich 
reco rded hi s to ry and parts of the 

the Nation's Brain 
R. Srinivasan 

1¥fiere any nation staYts awaRe 
'BooRs are tfie memory . .Jlna it's y{ain 
'Decay of {i6raries is {ifie 
.Jl[z fieimer in tfie nation's Grain. 

Mahabharata are seen as narration 
by these remarkable p eople. An­
throp ologis ts in the 1950s hav e 
recorded similar groups of people 
fulfilling the same tasks in Gujarat. 

The Destroyers 
The urge to preserve one's 

pas t, immediate and ren10te, obvi­
ously is one that is irresistible. 
Equally s ignificant has been the 
con trary urge of conscious ly and 
d e liberate ly destroying th e past. 
Human history has recorded this 
too. The 'honour' of the earlies t of 
such attempts goes to the Chinese 
when in BC 221 Shih Huang Ti 
destroyed the Imperial Library to 
wipe out the memory of the past 
and to establish himself a~ the first 
king of a vast empi re . Since then 
there have been sed ulous attempts 
to repea t the feat of th e Chinese 
empe ror and th e reco rd has had 
been unfortunately very success ful 
indeed. Instances of th ese are 
aplenty. Religious fanaticism, inex­
plicable ha tred and , more recently, 
political ideological shifts have been 
the greatest antagonists to libra ries, 
the custodians of public memory. 

The Res torers 
Ye t th e ur~c to reasse mbk 

the lost treasu res has been equ a ll y 
' IP -....:1 tl11f'nt ' " !h•· 11nr 'l'"'''' ' d,J, 

spirit pf 1\!!Jn. The Chinese, wh<) C\:­

p e ri e nced th est> seve ral t·im es , 
assid uously reb u i It I ibraries, each 

Prcedom First October-December 199.9 

- Ted Hughes 

m ore grand than the ear lier lost 
one. Periodically, and in bursts of 
bibliothec cleansing, libraries were 
destroyed and equally patiently ef­
forts were made to rebuild these 
again. The vastness of the land, the 
highly decentralised society and the 
presence of numerous monastries 
and ardent scholars prese rved 
many of these. In the first millen­
nium a cave library in Central Asia 
had carefully collected and fostered 
innumerable Buddhist records, the 
earliest printed book of the world, 
the Diamond Sutra being one of 
them. The correct title is Vajrn Sutra, 
the original vajra or diamond. 

Wars and Natural Calamities 
Wars, the bibliothec ma terial 

itself, floods and civil disturbances 
have been the greatest enemies of 
libraries. The civil war in Guinea­
Bissau in Jun e 1998 destroyed not 
on ly thousands of li ves and dis­
placed people, but equally wiped 
ou t a ma gn ificient research centre 
which had collected for fifteen years 
details of all aspects of life in. that 
land a nd ma ny of th ese have been 
los t to posterity for ever. 

Our century has pe rhap s 
seen more librari es dest rovcd as a 
matter of p o licy tha n du e to uncon-
, • , 11 1l 1lr • f I I it I '" ' -,,_ 1 ll '•:1 1•111 '' ti 11lf-J.;.;, 

VVJrs, bc rnbing, rcvolutinn havt> il l! 
p layed <:1 part. Th e meda l for th e 
w iltul des tru ~~ tion of li b raries h::1 s 
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to be shared by both the Nazis and 
the Soviets. It is heartening to note 
that India does not figure in the ig­
nob le record of destruction of 
libraries. On the o ther hand, there 
has been a benign neglect of the ex­
isting ones a nd a gradual 

u thanesia of the libraries du e to 
want of public funds. 

The Users 
We know very little of hmv 

widely libraries are used. "Ten 
times more people go to libraries 
than to the league football matches, 
ye t loca l authorities (in Britain) are 
closing scores of them". 

There are 600 village librar­
ies spread out in mountainous Peru 
and a basic literacy programme 
fuelled the hunger for reading. The 
passion for reading was eviden t 
and the vi llagers a re serv ed by 
barefoot librarians who walk for 15 
hours a day with bundles of books 

to be given to distant centres . A 
new life ha s dawned for these 
people. The authorities were eager 
to insta l television sets in each vil­
lage but not support the cheaper 
libraries which they knew rejects 
abject obedience and develops criti­
cal attitudes. In far-off Zimbabwe 
mud huts with a single shelf, lodge 
libraries. The "village may have no 
electricity, no telephone, running 
water, but they beg for books from 
every visitor"a letter observes with 
eloquence adding "People cannot 
Jive without water. Books are our 
water and we drink from this 
spring. " 

The occasion for celebrating 
the role of libraries is the proposa l, 
well on its way, to the building of 
a monumental library in Alexandria 
which would be international in its 
scope and perhaps meet, in a lim­
ited way, what the famous ancient 
library in that very spot did for 

Gateways to Knowledge 

earlier centuries and memories of 
which haunt the pages of classical 
and historica l writings of Europe. 
In its own time, it was considered 
one of the wonders of the world. 
In spite of the fire during the times 
of Julius Caesar which destroyed a 
great part of this library, it contin­
ued to be of service to scholars of 
the later centuries and w as re­
garded as one of the glories of the 
civi lized wo rld . When it was set 
afire in 642 AD, Caliph Umar is 
credited with the statement " Tf the 
contents of these books agree with 
the Holy Book, then they are redun­
dant. lf it disagrees, then they a re 
undesirable. ln either case, they 
should be consigned to the flames " 
- a sentiment with whi ch many 
modern tyrants with their own 
specific Holy Books would be in 
sympathy. 

DR. R. SRINIVASAN is Associate Edi tor, 
Freedom First. 

Source: INDEX ON CENSORSHIP 2nd/99. 

The following , on the duties of liberaries and librarians, is extracted from a folder entitled 'Libraries and Intellectual Freedom' received 
along with INDEX ON CENSORSHIP Sth/99. The folder calls .on libraries and library staff to join the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA). ILFA's objective says the folder is to " defend and promote intellectual freedom rights". We shall 
have more about this in a later issue of Freedom First. 

Freedom of access to information through public institu­
tions such as libraries intends to guarantee the individual full 
opportunities to encounter free expression. Good quality library ser­
vices form an essential component of the universal access. 

A commitment to intellectual freedom is a core responsi­
bility for the library and in formation profession. Libraries and library 
staff shou ld therefore adhere to the principles of intellectual free­
dom, uninh ibited access to information and freedom of expression 
and recogn ize the privacy of the library user: 

Libraries provide access to information, ideas and works of 
imagination . They serve as gateways to knowledge , thought 
and culture . 

Libraries provide essential support for lifelong learning, inde­
pendent decision-making and cultural development for both 
individuals and groups. 

Libraries contribute to the development and maintenance of 
tntellectual freedom and help to safeguard baste democrattc 
va lues and universal civi l rights . 

ubranes 11ave a responstbtllty botll to guarantee and to fa­
cilitate access io expressions of knowledge and intel lectual 
activity. To this end, libraries shall acquire, preserve and make 

available the widest variety of materials, reflecting the plura lity 
and diversity of society. 

Libraries shall ensure that the selection and ava ilability of library 
materials and services is governed by professional considerations 
and not by political, moral and religious views. 

Libraries shall acquire, organize and disseminate information freely 
and oppose any form of censorship . 

Libra ries shall make materials, facilities and services equa lly ac­
cessible to all users. There shall be no discrimination due to 
race , creed , gender, age or for any other reason . 

Library users shall have the right to personal privacy and ano­
nymity. Librarians and other library staff shall not disclose the 
identity of users of the materials they use to a third party. 

Libra ries funded from publ ic sources and to wh ich the publ ic 
have access shall uphold the principle of intellectual freedom. 

I ihtari<:m<; anrl nth"r emrloyees in such libraries have a dut\' to 
uphold those principles. 

•. -·· .... ... ..... • • - ,.. I'-' _ .................... _., I ..... .... ....... ·-·· . .. .. 

sponsibilities both to heir employer and to thetr users In cases 
of conflict between those responsibil ities, the duty towards the 
user shall take precedence 

6 Freedom First October-December 1999 



Are the Armed Forces Being Politicised? 
A Storm Warning 

E. D 'Souza 

If we do not sit up and take note, whichever ruling dispensation is in 
power, we may descend to depths of no return if this last bastion of 

dependability and reliability becomes politically tainted. 

In the last one year what has 
been happening in the Services is 
not only unnerving but needs to be 
nipped in the bud by the next gov­
ern me nt voted into power, if our 
hitherto apolitical military establish­
ment is to continue in the mode 
crafted by the late Field Marshal 
Cariappa, India 's first Commander­
in-Chief. If we d o no t, sit up and 
take note, whichever ruling dispen­
sa tion is in power, we may descend 
to d epths of no return if this last 
ba s tion of d ependability and reli­
abili ty becomes politically tainted. 
To imagine that such a situation is 
becoming manifes t can only mean 
tha t political milea ge and not the 
nation's security is the name of the 
ga me. This paper proposes to ex­
a mine this si tuation in an unbiased 
manner based on an ongoing asso­
ciation with the Armed Forces and 
especially the Army since 1942. For 
the first time ever, as will emerge 
subsequently, the Government and 
the Army is bending over backward 
to prove tha t the Armed Forces are 
not bein g politicized . 

The Genesis 
India 's first C-in-C General 

Ca riappa rea lized that the Armed 
Forces a t the time of partition could 
b~ held toge ther o nly by insis ting 
that it continued to be apolitica l and 
secuh"ll" cl S it h<ld bel'n dur ing Hri li sh 
d<1 ys. It was the impartial condu ct 
11-, 1 l n ,, .. ._.., .. ,,, , .. ,\. , , · l~. f 1!"', fl ,,,..,; ..... l .... 

. ' 
t3ou nd il ry Fo r e!' durin g th e 
tra umati c days fol lo vvin g th e 
Parti tion llf India that res tri cted the 

ma yhem that ensued, from 
assuming gigantic prop ortions. 

In an effort to maintain its 
secular character, General Cariappa 
was responsible for raising mixed 
class units like the Brigade of the 
Guards with o ut in any way 
inte rfe ring with certain o ld o ne 
class regiments like the Rajputs, 
Garhwalis, Madras, Marath a, 
Mahar, Sikh, Jat Regiments eta/ on 
th e ground that it would be an 
exercise in futility to toy about with 
the sys te m. His aim was clear - to 
ensure that the Armed Forces and 
in particular the Army, remained 
secular and apolitical. Thanks to his 
vision, the Armed Forces continued 
to remain in this mould thro ugh 
tro ubl ed times . This loyal son o f 
India also ensured that the military 
functioned under the civil authority. 

The first glimmerings of an 
attempt to politicize the Army ap­
pe<~ red in 1962 thanks to an ilttempt 
to interfe re with its fun ctioning in 
th e heyd ay of Kr is hn a Menon , 
egged on by a senior Army General 
who was anything but a fi eld sol­
dier. This attempt to interfere in 
service matters was p ossibl e be­
cause o f th e c lose rel a ti o ns hip 
be tween Pilndit Nehru ilnd Krishna 
Menon and beca me manifes t when 
th c Army su ffen'ci cl ma jew rev<:> ! St> 

in the disastrous con fl ict w ith C hina 

N. Thilpar t'L's igncd owni ng n·s )011-
s ibility and ri g htly so. It is w e ll 
doc um e nte d that th <J nks to th e 
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promptings of this ambitious Lieu­
tenant Ge neral the Arm y w as 
direct~d to ho ld indefensible pos i­
ti o ns which could o nly e nd in 
disaster . This "credulity and neg­
ligence" has been d escribed w ith 
pathological clarity b y Prem 
Vaidya, eminent film maker who 
was au fait with the establishment 
then, in the July-September '99 is­
sue of Freednm First. As a result of 
this dangerous bureaucratic inter­
feren ce egged on by an ambitious 
senior Army Officer, which he was 
n ot prepared to accept, Genera I 
Thimayya the new Chief tendered 
his resignati on; he was no t pre­
pared to tolerate such unca lled for 
and ill advised interference. The 
char ism a tic and experienced leader 
tha t he was, he had the backing of 
the Army. It was unfortunate that 
Panditji p ersuaded him to wi th­
draw his resignation . Unfortunate 
because had he no t, the res t is his­
tory. The Lieutena n t Genera l who 
hoped to gai n through hob-nobbing 
with the p o litica l es tabli sh m e nt 
faded away. The Army was saved 
from an unhappy position. 

There were two o ther inci­
d ents which m ay well have led to 
a repea t of this unwanted situa tion. 
The fir st \·Vi'l S th e Go ve rnm ent's 
dec ision not to a ppoint the o utspo­
ken il nd s tron g Lieuten<111t Gcne r<J I 
l'. S. Bhagat, VC, a tho roug hbreci 
l'lf'(lft--•!...~if)!l 11 111 111 h )I ll)in...ld rlJl •l 

resp •'cted by All 1\a nks. Th e seco11d 
was th e ilppu intm ent o f Gene ra l 
Vaidya, a do uble Milh a Vir Chakra 
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awardee as the Army Chief over 
Lieutenant General S. K. Sinha, at 
present Governor of Assam. Better 
sense prevailed and the Army con­
tinued to remain apolitical. 

There were noises being 
made by interested politicians 
egged on by bureaucrats to do away 
with regimental messes and one 
class regiments but the Services 
stood firm. Be that as it may, the 
hand of the bureaucrat was discern­
ible in trying to keep the Services 
in place on the specious plea that 
any thoughts of a Services take over 
had to be resisted strongly. Any 
aspirations of the Service Heads 
concerned to play a more significant 
role in good governance were effec­
tively squashed by the 
politico-bureaucratic nexus. This . 
came to the fore when an Army 
Chief, since retired, spoke on the 
need for good governance!! 

The Bhagwat Affair 
This sordid issue is too well 

known to be repeated. But its tim­
ing is significant and it happened 
under the NDA Government. It 
marked yet another attempt to keep 
the Service Chiefs in place on a tight 
rein. The game plan was to divide 
and rule. Vishnu Bhagv,ra t has the 
reputation of being a cerebral Chief, 
well read and informed, expressive 
both verbally and on paper and one 
who did not hesitate to air his 
views. His integrity was unques­
tionable and the security of the 
natio n was very dear to his heart. 
H e pa instakingly bro ught the three 
Chiefs toge the r o n issues affec ting 
the fabri c of th e Ar med For ·e:, c1 11 d 

this a t of 'defia nce' was considered 
to Doc d Lllre,H Lu llle fJUitli C<tl / uu ­

reau ratic nex us. What is mo re he 
wo s a co mmitted sec ulari s t oS is 
manifes t in his writings. His ques-
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tioning attitude did not find favou r 
with the dispensation in power. 
Using political clout every attempt 
was made to break this threatening 
trend. And the opportunity came 
when one of the triumvira te capitu­
lated for whatever reason. This 
split, according to a responsible and 
well informed journalist, was ex­
ploited to the hilt at a critical time 
when the Lahore Declaration was 
being negotiated . 

To deflect public attention 
from what was going on across the 
LOC which was allegedly known to 
the Government, Admiral Vishnu 
Bhagwat, PVSM, AVSM was uncer­
emoniously removed without even 
the benefit of a show cause notice 
or an investigation . The Govern­
ment was so keen to get rid of a 
Naval Chief of the fourth largest 
Navy in the world and certainly the 
largest in Asia, that he was dubbed 
a national security risk after 40 
years of distinguished service! It is 
being alleged in responsible circles 
that the Government was aware of 
the Kargil intrusions but it was so 
keen to tell the people of India of 
the success of the Lahore Declara­
tion that it kept this important 
information under wraps. But at 
what cost? The security of the na­
tion appeared to be inconsequential. 
Political survival was more impor­
tant. Then we are faced with the 
appointment of a bureaucrat in the 
PMO as the Nationa l Security Ad­
viser. Could anything be more 
ludicrous? Here we have a bureau­
era t close to the ce ntre of po w e r 
who is a ll things to all men- hea d 
o f the I' MO, J dviscr on foreign af 
fa irs, <~ nd to a dd to thi li s r, 
1 "'\o \ 1\. ' I~~ I '-' "- ..._ ._, o I>..) , , '-.o , ' '· -.. o , , , , , , ._, 

any experience in s uch matters Jmi 
this is rea dil y manifes t in his ina n 
utte rances on d e fence matters. Can 
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a bureaucrat wear three hats at the 
expense of national security? What 
major policy statement or contribu­
tion has he or the NSC made before, 
during and after the Kargil intru­
sions to justify his appointment? 
One cannot believe that there are 
no other competent people in the 
country to hold such a position, like 
for instance, General K. V. K. 
Krish n a Rao, former Chief and 
former Governor of two of the mos t 
sensitive States in the country. 

The Kargil Issue 
Whatever the Government 

and its minions may say, there can 
be little doubt that the Kargil intru­
sion was either a massiv e 
intelligence failure or an unex­
plained reason that the information 
was with the Government which 
did not bother to disseminate it to 
the field troops. The knee jerk re­
action cost the Army and to a lesser 
extent the Air Force far too many 
casualties, 500 precious lives lost 
and over 1000 wounded some ve ry 
seriously . Some of the d ecis io ns 
taken by the Government a re be­
yond the realms of comprehension: 
offering safe passage to the intrud­
ers, exonerating Nawaz Sharif and 
the notorious ISI, and then extend­
ing the deadline for the withdrawal. 
As it had became an e lec ti on issue, 
the Government d ecided to pontifi­
cate that it was not an intelligence 
failure and that it had no knowl­
edge of this intrusion until the first 
week of May. To add credence to 
this stand it is now trying to pass 
the buck to the Army and the p li­
ant Army top brass a ppea rs to have 
ac qui esced in passing th e buck 
down the lin e tu J l l Ullfo Jlun,l te 

Rrigacl ie r . l1f whi c h lllCire dnon. 
tll e le 1::, lilLi e L ULIUI llldl ll•~ 

yo un ge r e leme nt in th e A rmy in 
pa rti cul <n are u nh appy ove r th i~ 
s tate o f affairs kno win g full well 
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who did what. It is most unfortu­
nate that some senior o fficers have 
obliged for whatever reason and 
this smacks of p oliticiza tion. 

Other Disquieting Pointers 
N ev er, but never, in one's 

long association with the Army, has 
one ever faced th e sad publication 
of an interview in the widely read 
India Today, given by a serving 
Major General expressing his views 
regarding a serving Brigadier, his 
subordi na te, on a subject which 
should b e sub judice. Who gav e 
permission for such an interview 
agains t all established norms in the 
Armed Forces? It could only have 
been with the concurrence o f the 
Ministry o f Defence through Army 
1-IQ. If this does no t smack of 
politicization what is? Already there 
are rumours that this Major Gen­
era l whose track record is under 
scrutiny because of steps taken by 
him in Leh in rega rd to the setting 
up of a mini zoo, repo rted in the 
Asian Age, is regarded to be a po­
litica l appo intee. Whatever be the 
actions of the Brigadier under scru­
tiny, the p owers that be had no 
business to permit such an "exclu­
sive" interview to be published in 
the media . What effect will such a 
misguided step have on the junior 
lo t o f Office rs? Why did the Army 
Chi ef agree to s uch a s tep assum­
ing he was consulted? If this is no t 
politicisa ti on, w ha t is? This looks 
li ke a repeat of the Bhagwa t issue. 
The name of the ga me appears to 
be to e nsure tha t the Government 
is nn t he ld responsible for the in­
telligence, or the non-dissemina tion 
uf vital in formatio n, fa ilure at a ny 
lUS l, c!Vc! n lh,ll ul d Sd Cri hc i,l] Jamb 
w ho lw p1wns to bL' a Servi c•' offi ce r. 

But thi s is not all. On w ha t 
i.l ulhorily was Giriri.lj Kishore of the 

Viswa Hindu Parishad (VHP), an 
avowedly communal organization, 
permitted to visit the Base Hospi­
tal in Delhi Cantonment so that a 
Param Vir Chakra awardee durin g 
Operation Vijny, admitted in that 
Hospital, was made to touch the 
fee t of this VHP p erson? Why was 
the VHP, p ermitted to distribute 
copies o f Ramcharitmanas to o ur 
secular troops when we have com­
mitte d religious teache rs o f a ll 
d e nominations to cater to their 
spititua l needs? Why were boxes of 
rakhis w ith the logo of a party that 
is part o f th e Sangh Pariwar at­
tempted to be given to Army HQ 
fo r distribution to o ur troops? 
Raksha Bandan is celebrated by all 
denominations in the Armed Forces 
so why thi s subtle attempt at 
politiciza tion? Do the perpetrators 
of such actions fail to understand 
what th ey are doing to the very 
fabric of our Armed Forces? The 
response at Army HQ to counter 
these m oves can best be described 
as lu kewarm. This is not an indi­
v idual view. The edit page of the 
Times Of India of September 16, 1999 
carries simi lar fears of retired Wing 
Commander Nandlal Jo twani. 

The chancre now seems to 
spread in g to the Air Force ilS we ll 
o r else how does o ne exp lai n th e 
sudde n tra nsfe r of Air Ma rs ha l 
Patney, the su ccessfu l AOC- in-C 
Weste rn Air Com m a nd a nd hi s 
SASO Air Marshal MacMahon, 
when the threat has certainly no t 
ye t receded? Could not the powers 
th il t be have wuited till after th e 
passes close in J&I<? And w hy this 
move tn i.1 less impo rtilnt 
·o mman d 7 Le t us not forge t thill 

.\ if l'vLlr-..h .Jl P ollil"" ;, "" ' " II'<• 

S t ' C( llld pffin'r in thl:' country tll be 
mvu rd ed the Sarvottam Vishist Seva 
Meda I for the splendid co ndu ct of 
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the recent air operations along the 
threatene d LOC? Wh y did two 
o ther Air Marshals, one a Deputy 
Chief of Air Staff, ask for premature 
r e tirem e nt? The re cannot be no 
smoke wit ho ut fir e and ugly 
p o liticization appears to be th e 
reason. Is this another attempt by 
the dispensa tion in power to kick 
a VlP upstairs who knows m ore 
than he should, to keep him quiet? 
Why was the H ead of RAW 
suddenly moved out and given i.1 

Governorship? 

The Last Word 
The ITtessage comes out loud 

and clear a nd is addressed to the 
p olitician, bureau crat a nd the top 
brass of the three Services - please 
but please d o n o t permit the 
p o liticizatio n of o ur splendid 
Armed Forces nor threa ten its secu­
lar character. All on e needs to do 
is to go ba ck to Operation Vijay 
where Naga, Ladakhi, Sikh, Bihari 
Adivasi, Jat, Rajasthani, Ma laya lee, 
Tamil , Guja r<.1ti, Assa m ese, 
Marot h a, Ma ni pu ri , Him ac ha li , 
P u nj a bi , I< as h miri M u ssa l m an , 
Arunachali, Gurkha, Kannadiga et 
al fought s ide by side with utmos t 
ga llantry and sacrifice to drive the 
unwanted intrud ers from o ur soil. 

These feo rs o f an old soldier 
are best re fle c ted in w hat Win g 
Co mmand er Na ndl a l Jotwani says 
in his a rti c le "A Diffe rent Ba t tle 
Keep Army Out of Politics": "The 
wtire world recognizes the apolitical 
a11d secular nature nf our armed forces. 
We pclfor!ll our task wii/1 equal C0 /11 -
rllifment under different Governments, 
111/lllillll(u/ ,,( !lt e pnlilit"' r•( til e tiny 
if Z/1(' art' 1/ ()j(l dmssal iutn l:' ieclnml 

, /,'1; ., 'II 

!Je '' sad doy for lilt' t"OIIIIfry" . Tlll l 

tru e . And to th ose of the Arm ed 
Fo rces who ilre in positi ons of 
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power, one can only draw their 
attention to those stirring words 
enshrined in letters of gold in the 
Chetwode Hall of the Indian Mili­
tary Academy: "The Safety, Honour 

Medals of Honour 

and Welfare of you r Country come 
first always and every time. Yours ..... . 
come last". Which whe n para ­
phrased would m ea n n o t to 
sacrifice the edifice of the Armed 

Forces for your own advancement 
or good or personal ends! 

MAJ .GEN. E. D'SOUZA, PVSM (Retd .), is 
a regular contributor to Freedom First. 

N. B. Grant 
In our exuberance, as is usual with us, we went over board with our 

medals, and started attaching monetary values to the different gallantry 
awards, completely forgetting their intrinsic values. 

58 gallantry awards, includ­
in g 4 Param Vir Chakras (PVC) 
were dished out in a matter of 15 
days during the Kargil battle. Nei­
ther in the 1947, 62, 65, 71 or the 
Sri Lanka wars, were so many 
medals issued in such a short pe­
riod. This would be a fit case for 
the Guiness Book of Records. The 
fact that three of these awards were 
declared posthumously when the 
receipents were alive, is yet a dif­
ferent story. Only one explanation 
fo r these hurried awards is plau­
sible, namely, for th e Prime 
Minister to announce it from the 
Red Fort on August 15, Indepen­
dence Day. 

A lot of coverage was given 
in th e med ia , and by p o liticians 
through their e lec tion speech es, 
describing in great detail how the 
soldier died for Bhara t. Any 
milita ry man who has been in any 
war or a battle, will confirm to the 
p olitician or the civilian gentry at 
large that, in no a rmy in the world, 
a · so ldie r has ever died fo r his 
country . At th e c rucia l mo m ent 
wh en fJ c ·d w ith ccr t<1 in d c<~ th , th e 
only ree1son why he died vvithout 
Ulll llllb dll L) L ll\.1 1 \\ d ..J l i..J f'-'1\,.. , ... n ... l \ 1... 

the image of the army JtH.i the i zznl 

of his reg iment. If this were no t so, 
then how does one account for the 

10 

fact that, in World War II, India had 
suffered 1,06,843 killed and 
wounded, and had received the 
highes t percentage of ga llantry 
awards w o n by any 
Commonwealth country. Surely the 
Indian soldiers did not die for 
Bharat, he certainly did not die for 
Britain; he only died for the honour 
of his regiment. 

Monetary Value to Medals 
In our exuberance, as is usual 

with us, we went over board with 
our meda ls, and s tarted a ttaching 
monetary values to the different 
ga llantry awards, completely for­
getting their intrinsic values. Take 
for example the Victoria Cross, the 
highest gallantry award of the Brit­
ish ln die1n a rmy. The meda l we1s 
struck from the metal of the guns 
in the Crimean War mad e famous 
in the Charge of the Light Brigade. 
The monetary va lue of this meda l 
is not even 50 paise, but its intrin­
sic value has no price, as will be 
seen from the following incident. 

During the victory in Europe 
(VE) Day co mm mPrati('n cerenw­
ni es n t H yde Pork , London , tlw 
r.., · ~ • f · · 1 r , 1 

~· . . ·· n 

British Labour P<Hty, pa id our In ­
dian Subedn r (l-Ion. Cnpt.) UmarJo 
Singh, VC, the ultim a te res pec t, 
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when he alighted from his car, sa­
luted Umarao and gave him the 
right of way, saying, "How can I 
drive my car ahead of a VC?" 

Unfortunately by attaching a 
monetary value to such awards, we 
have completely lost sight of their 
true significance. Tn this respect we 
have gone to the extent of issuing 
a Ministry of Defence order this 
year, to the effect that the criteria 
for the monetary allowances for the 
pre-Independence ga llantry a \·Vard s, 
and th ose of post-Indepe nd e nce 
cannot be the same. The latter today 
is four to five time more than the 
former. It tantamounts to saying 
that, the criteria fo r th e ac t of 
gallantry under which India 's fi rst 
soldier, Field Marshnl Mt~necksh a\\", 

got hi s Military Cross (M ) in 
Burma, ca nn o t be the same as 
so.meone who get the Vir C hakra 
(VC) or equivnlent award in Kargil, 
or for that matter any wars s ince 
Independence. 

What the Governmen t (Min­
is try of Defence) forge ts is tha t, the 
criteria for va ]pur on the bnt ll. ri t-> lrl 
h ns no t c honged f0r th e fndi iln 

' ' 1 - • ,. ) ~ ~· 
. J. r ... 

posl Ind ependence. ft is lh e same 
Indian nrmy in both cases governed 
by the same tradi tions of ga llantry, 
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if any thing, it was much more dif­
ficult for an Indian soldier to gel a 
gallantry award in the pre-Indepen­
dence British Indian Army, than 
what has now been dished out by 
the dozen in post-Independent In­
dia. Our government still has a 

prejudiced mind-set of the pre- In­
dependence Indian army, as one 
serving the Raj, our erstwhile rul­
ers. Leave alone no t having ever 
seen a battle (except on TV), the ci­
vilian Secretary of the MOD, cannot 
comprehend even the meaning of 

the word gallantry. They can only 
visualise a medal made of gold or 
silver, the word honour does not 
feature in it. 

BRIGADIER N. B. GRANT, AYSM <Retd.) 
lives in Pune and is a frequent contributor 
to Freedom First. 

A Tribute to Our Brave Fighting Men 
Prem Vaidya 

War some times become necessary to establish the rule of Right over 

Peace is our faith. Peace is 
vital for national and international 
progress . But even to maintain 
peace, our defence preparedness 
must be strong. The martial tradi­
tion in India goes back to well over 
2000 years ago. In 326 when 
Alexander the Great was trying to 
conquer the known world, he was 
stopped by the display of Indian 
soldiers in full regalia; 'a nation by 
repute brave, well equipped, more 
civilized'. The spirit of his soldiers 
began to flag and they said 'thus 
far and no further'. The retreat of 
Alexander is a record of success 
without aim! Before he turned 
homewa rd s to Macedonia, he paid 
high tributes to the fighting quali­
ti es of the Indian military. 

The gold en period of Indian 
military history occurred during the 
lo ng reign s of Chandragupta 
Maurya, Ashoka, Krishnadeva 
Ri:ly" , RJ ni.l Pra la p, Akbar and 
Shiva ji . 

After independence, one of 
1 •• 1 '. , 

Lit...__ \J' I I .. 1 L ' '- 1,..) o l L 1 -.J i1 ' "- I l 0.. ..__'~ ~I 0\.• 1, &.. o ,J 

the 250 yc.lr o ld institution of the 
armed forces, e ndowed w ith th e 
tradition of being to tally apoliticul. 

Wrong and to punish the guilty. 

A record, even to this day. Time 
and again, the Indian armed forces 
have shown the highest order of 
discipline and dedication, efficiency 
and competence that is traditionally 
roo ted in Indian culture in safe­
guarding the unity and the integrity 
of the country. The motto 'Seva 
Paramo Dharma' (Service Before 
Self) sums up the basic qualities of 
selfless dedication being inculcated 
in the cadets as the foundation of 
our Army, Navy and Air Force. 

The first units of the Indian 
army were raised by the British East 
India Company under one Com­
mander-in-Chi e f in 1748. Thi s 
marks the beginning of the modern 
Indian Army. 

During the First World War, 
soldiers of the Indian Army fought 
in Mesopotamia, Palestine, Egypt, 
France and Belgium. Their superb 
fighting qualities brought th em 
awa rd s from many cou ntri es 
includin g nine Victorie1 CrossPs, the 
high es t Br itish decore1tion for 
~;1 ll ~mtrv . 

ln lhe Second WorlJ WJ r, 
during th e No rth Afr ica n CClm­
paign, the Oxford History of lndia · 
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records that Indian troops "proved 
themselves second to none in the 
world. " 

India's first Victoria Cross in 
the Second World War was won by 
Capt. P. S. Bhagat. 

On the Burma front, the In­
dian Army showed its m e ttl e in 
most difficult terrain . It played a 
crucial role in driving the Japanese 
forces from Burma and liberating 
the country. Field Marshal Slim 
described Indians as among the best 
soldiers in the world. Of the 27 
Victoria Cross awarded during the 
Burma ca mpai gn to the 14th Army, 
20 were won by In dian so ldi ers. 

Though the youngest among 
th e three, the Indian Air Force 
proved second to none in va lour. 
On February 1, 1942, No.1 Squad­
ron of the lAF reached Toungoo in 
Burma for operations aga ins t the 
Japan ese and e ntered the Second 
World War in right ea rnes t. Sqn. 
Ld1. f'vlcljllllidul lut•k liV ll 250 lbs 
bumbs in his Lysand er J ircra ft and 
UUlliL'LLI IYil l\. - .t lul.IJib .. .HIJJI 1 L l Jut:'-' 

nese base a nJ the result wa~ lhul 
th e No.1 Sqn . became a bomber 
sq uadron- a n unknown fea t in the 
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Are the Armed Forces Being Politicised? 

RAF. Sqn. Ldr. K.K. Majumdar was 
awarded the D.r:.c. the first to be 
offered to an officer of the IAF. By 
1943, the strength of the IAF went 
up to eight squadrons. Many Indian 
Air Force officers proved second to 
none in valour and received deco­
rations for bravery. Among them 
the DSO to Meher Singh and the 
DEC to Arjun Singh who was later 
to become Air Chief Marshal. 

A new chapter was opened 
when freedom dawned. The Indian 
Army was charged with the tre­
mendous task of defending our 
newly won freedom. The partition 
of the sub-continent witnessed an 
exodus unparalleled in human his­
tory. The Indian army supervised 
the two-way traffic of the refugees 
and helped the suffering. 

When hordes of tribals from 
Pakistan invaded Kashmir in Octo­
ber 1947, units of the Indian Army 
were rushed to save the Kashmir 
vall ey. On N o v e mber 3, Maj o r 
Somnath Sharma's company was 
sent on a fighting patrol to Badgam 
village near Srinagar airport . 
Though heavily outnumbered, they 
beat back several attempts to cap­
ture the airfield. When Major 
Sha rma was himself loa ding a lig ht 
mac hine gun, he was killed by a 
mortar shell. His inspiring lead er­
ship h e lped save the Kashmir 
vall ey. He was awarded th e 
country's very first Param Vir 
Chakra (PVC) for valour. 

The In d ia n Armo red Corps 
c rea ted his to ry by fightin g with 
t<1 n ks ilt ?.:n ji b l'ilss il l il n a ltitu d e 
o f over 11 ,000 fee t - a fea t neve r 
l'"'H'rfn ·nl•'rl hn '1nH '"~ 1"1 ""~""' Th" l'"'rli '""'" 
' J 

/\ir Fllrcc prov id ed effec ti ve grouild 
su ppo rt to our Army. Air Commo­
do r e M.M . Eng in ee r, D FC WilS 
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incharge of air operations in Kash­
mir. For his exemplary leadership, 
Air Commodore Engineer was 
awarded the Maha Vir Chakra 
(MVC). 

On January 15, 1949 General 
I<. M . Cariappa became the first 
Indian Commander-in-Chief of the 
Indian Army. The Army became an 
extension of India's policy of 'Inter­
national Peace.' The Army of 
Independent India played impor­
tant peace-keeping roles in Korea, 
in the Congo and in Ghaza . 

Many deeds of valour were 
witnessed during the border con­
flict with China in 1962. On October 
23, a platoon of the First Sikh un­
der the command of Subedar 
Joginder Singh was defending 
Tong-Rengla in the Eastern Sector. 
Wave after wave of the enemy were 
encountered. A wounded joginder 
Singh charged with fixed bayonets 
and fell fighting . Joginder Singh 
was award ed the PVC. 

A company of the 13th 
Kumaon Regiment under Major 
Shaitan Singh was positioned on the 
18,000 ft. High Rizangla Hill to 
defend the road to Chishul Airport 
in La d akh . Th e Chin ese fo rces a t­
tacked th e m in massive waves. 
Shaitan Sing h m oved from bunker 
to bunker to inspire and help the 
g r ea tl y outnumbe r ed ja w a ns. 
Shaitan Singh was badly wounded. 
When two jawans tried to help him, 
he ord ered them to go and fight the 
enemy and they d id to the las t ma n, 
the las t bulle t. Ma jo r Sha ita n Sing h 
W<l S aw<Hdt>d the PVC'. 

I~,,,,~...; lft,,r tl'' llj ,,,.,1.,,.,," 

confli c t \\' ith th e C hinese th<1t th e 
<1 rm y p<1 id increas in g a ttention tc' 
tra ining ou r jawans fo r high a lti t-ude 
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warfare. The more they train in 
peace the less they bleed in war. 

On September 1, 1965, a t 4 
p.m. Pakistan attacked India. At 
5.45 p .m. IAF aircraft were airborne 
and carried out 28 missions o n the 
first da y and knocked out 14 Paki­
s tani tanks and 30 armo red 
vehicles. This was the time when 
most school and college going stu­
dents were chanting the names of 
Sqn. Ldr. Trevor Keelor and Fit. Lt. 
V. S. Pathania. 

During the 1965 Conflict with 
Pakistan, Indian soldiers were equa. 
to the challenge. The Haji Pir Pass 
in the Uri-Poonch bulge had be­
come a regular route for infiltrators 
into the Kashmir valley . Major 
Dayal's forces were ordered to oc­
cupy the Pass . Our jawa ns fa ced 
tough opposition and overcame 
both the handicaps of high altitude 
and heavy enemy fire. 

In th e Kh e mkara n sec tor 
H av ildar Abdul H a mid o f th e 
Grenadiers moved forward his re­
coilless anti-tank gun m ounted on 
a jeep, He knocked down one tank, 
changed position and scored a di­
rect hit on another. He was killed 
in ac tion. The na tion ho noured him 
with the PVC. 

On the night of November 2, 
1965, Nayak Da rsha n Singh o f the 
Sikh Light Infantry showed exem­
plary courage and devotion to duty 
hunting out enemy bunkers. H e 
was pos thu mous ly awa rded th e 
MVC. 

An India n Armored Div ision 
""" ",- .1,>i r,,.,,.,-, t I ~ 1iin d• •1 c;;nl!h 

'Sp<1 rrnw' ad '<l nccd t' ll the Si<1 lkot 
Sector. Col. Ta ra ~wr led the <J ttack 
o n I 'hi II a u ra . When he was on the 



point of success, he was killed in 
action. He was awarded the PVC. 

In 1971 the India Army 
helped liberate Bangladesh. During 
operations on the Eastern Front, 
Lance Nayak Albert Ekka of th e 
Brigade of Guards led his section 
against a well fortified enem y po­
sition. Though serious ly wounded, 
und aunted he continued to clear 
bunker after bunke r . He was 
awarded the PVC posthumously. 

On the night of December 4, 
1971 a task group of the Western 
flee t under Commander Gopal Rao 
attacked ene my s hips . The Navy 
succeed in sinking two enemy de­
stroyers and on e mine sweeper. 
Co mmander Rao then led his ship 
in the successful bombardment of 
Karachi harbour. Commander Rao 
was awarded the MVC. 

On December 9, 1971, th e 
14th Frigate Squadron of the Indian 
Navy under Capt. Mahinder Na th 
Mu lla engaged a n ene my subma-

rine in the Arabian sea. Cap t. 
Mulla's ship the 'Khukri' was struck 
by a to rped o and sunk . Captain 
Mulla helped many sa ilors to save 
their lives and he himself remained 
on the bridge to the end and went 
down w ith the ship. He was pos t­
humously award ed the MVC. 

On December 14, 1971, 
Srinagar airfield was attacked by a 
wave of enemy Sabre je ts. Flying 
Officer Sekhon was on readiness 
duty . Sekhon too k o ff a nd sho t 
down one Sabre jet and dama ged 
one more. When Sakhon was ou t­
numbered 4 to 1, he flew his Gnat 
with flying skill, courage and d e­
termination at three· top level and 
it crashed. Nirma ljit Singh Sikhon 
was p os thumously awa rded th e 
PVC. 

It was among the armed 
forces's finest hour when Genera l 
Jagjit Singh Aurora accep ted the 
uncondition a l surre nder of Paki­
s tani forces numberin g 90,000 in 
w hat was then East Pakistan. At the 

Politician in Uniform 

end of tha t war, General Sa m 
Manekshaw, India 's first Fie ld 
Marshal p ointed out that glories in 
the field are achieved by the India n 
army because it is a fami ly of men 
imbued with patriotism and selfless 
devotion to duty. 

The Indian armed forces is 
the supreme exampl e o f secular 
India w here soldiers live a nd work 
together rega rdless of cas te, creed 
and language. Indian soldiers tend 
to be deeply religious and respect 
each other's religious sentiments. At 
all regimental ce nte rs the re are 
temples for Hindus, mosques for 
Muslims, gurudwaras for Sikhs and 
churches for Christians. 

War some times become nec­
essary to es tablish the rule of Right 
over Wr ong and to punish th e 
guilty . 

MR. PREM VA !DYA, a d ocumentary film ­
m aker was with the Films Divisio n of th e 
Governm ent of India. 

Chief of Army Staff General V.P. Malik has taken on a role 
far exceeding his brief. He has emerged as a spokesperson for 
the Vajpayee government during his well-publicised visit to the 
US. He has been making political statements in a manner that 
is not at all becoming to the uniform he wears. The general. who 
has been meeting a variety of people in Washington and New 
York. has been encouraged o hold improrT'pfu press briefings 
where he was spoken on molters concerning Jammu and Kash· 
mir. the line of Control. Pokrstan and the South Asian region. On 
a 1 0-doy official visit to the US, Gen. Malik seems to hove for­
gotten that he represents the armed forces of democratic In­
dia and not of Pakistan. And this country takes pride in the fac t 
that its military confines itself to the cantonment. does its job 
p ro fessionally in securing the borders, and the defence chiefs 
keep their political views to themselves. Gen. Malik has come 
out of the c loset and like his Pakistan counterparts has been re­
qaling the international audience will! his views on all and sun­
dry matters. "Our nerghbour (Pakistan) is unsl ble and you don't 
know wh<il the future ho lds for us, " h0 tr,ld r<?porters in ~ l ew York 
Thi~ stnl;--r nPnt QOP~ •-V<->11 h"-'~rnn• I Ill" lrf >h "ll('Jfir ('J<;SPIIiC·I" 11' 

Delhr v1hich hove been hostile to the new military 1egime in 
P'Jl·;·I"Jn 1-. t <;IOIJP"d "i:•"t 'lf r"'' --11 • r+.~l,nrr thnt tr,o nPi'llof'"''J' 
1..~ u1 •.:..lut..;k.1. 0u1 .. vnol 15 pu1 ·1LU:, lit)' LUJt.;<..liJf 1uu1e r~--~ 1 us rt:flKJfKS 

· bout Ju1 r 11T1U \Jfld Ku.;llmir. "v\ 'nol IS also cvrder rlrs 11·1o krnd of 
support that people there arc getting f1 om outside, " he is re 
po1ted lo have said. Tl1is rmplies that lhe people of lhe stole 

are port of the insurgency operations and that they are getting 
help from the terrorists across the border. The Indian official po­
sition, however, is that the mercenaries and terrorists are responsible 
for the violence in Jammu and Kashmir and the people ore dis­
illusioned and disenchanted with the continuing uncertainty and 
instability. Obviously, Gen. Malik has clearance from Delhi to say 
what rs on his political mind. And he is being prtted against 
Pokislan·s General Pe1vez lvlusl1a1ra f as m"Jsl of his diatnbe is 
against the neighbouring countw This is a regrettable and dan­
gerous development as it indicates the level of politicisation of 
the armed forces. and more specifically the Indian Army. that 
has started expressing itself during and otter Kargil. Gen. Malik 
would 11ave done the country proud had he kept the non-com­
mittal silence expected from a m ilitary professional and limited 
his remarks to defence mol1ers .... Gen. Malik has not been able 
to stop the political masters from politicising the Army and he 
himself has now become a part of the politic al discourse. All 
said and done. the general would have done be t1er for Indio 
and the defenco services he represents had he followed the 
trnrfilit ", "1--)1 n~ I! '"'" \....;pnurnl C nrinrnn uv l h~n~-* 1l tvku1~kc;lv1w 
rnsteod of se ting new poramete1s rn wh1ch the distinc tion be­
•··YPC' fh'"' !'li ',.......~r · ' J:' ~ +r - ~-.--.titje,i!"''!,.... i .... hn,..... rr""inr- ="'r fC"'I/Sin'11V 

IJI IIUU. 

[ditoriol in The Asian Age. 1 2 I Jovcmber 1999. 
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Remembering Pesi Masani 

Pesi Masani, Minoa's young­
est brother, died in Pittsburgh on 
the 18th of October 1999. His was 
a lonely funeral. Pesi had lived a 
lonely life, centred for the last sev­
eral decades on the Mathematics 
department of Pittsburgh Univer­
sity, where, even we 11 after he 
retired, the universi ty retained a 
study for him, and where he con­
tinued a prolific academic output. 

My niece Mary wrote to me 
on the 23rd: "I just got back from 
Pesi's funeral service. I felt quite sad 
through the service, as there were 
a few people from his department 
and a priest who did not know him. 
None of his relatives were there. So 
l continued to feel quite sad until 
as we were leaving the church a 
nurse I know, who does wonder­
ful work with homeless women, 
told me tha t Pesi had sent them 
$3000 each Christmas for several 
years. She had never met him but 
saw the obituary in the paper and 
decided to come. She said she 
would have been glad to visit him 
had she known he was ill. $3000 
had meant a lot to the little organi­
sation that she runs so well. It made 
me feel a lo t better." 

As I read that I recalled our 
school and college years at Seven 
Bungalows, Versova. The Masanis 
liv ed right opposite Dadabhai 
N aoroji's house, at the mouth of the 
creek. Our home was further up­
stream. Naturally we grew into 
good swi mmers. r es i a nd I wert> 

th en the nn ly residents nf Versrwa 
•.. 1. I I. l I I ~ 

bt?.Jc h had acquired a b,1d reputa ­
tion as being infes ted by dangerou s 
curren ts; pra ctica lly e very year 
so meone or the other was drow ned. 
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Pesi's immersion in marine lore was 
much deeper than mine. 

He once persuaded some of 
the Versova fisherfolk to take him 
out to sea with them on a two or 
three day fishing trip . I on the other 
hand had been rescued from 
drowning when I was about 12, so 
became overly cautious, taking care 
never to enter the water once the 
tide had started ebbing, for fea r I 
would be carried out to sea. 

Until Pesi dissolved for me 
that excessive prudence: "What if 
you drift out?" he asked. "Don't 
fight the current, tiring yourself in 
a futile endeavour. You go out with 
the ebb; you return easily when the 
outward cu rrent abates, whic h it 
must, in due course." For me, that 
took the fear out of swimming. 
More importantly, it told me that 
safety in the v.rater was a matter of 
the mind, not of physical prowess. 

The tides were no t all that 
brought us toge ther. We were con­
temporary honours graduates in 
Mathematics, Pesi from Elphinstone 
Col lege, [ from St. Xav ie r 's. But 
whereas he went off abroad in 
pursuit o f higher academic distinc­
ti on I vegetated in government 
service in Bombay. Some years later 
he returned, working his way from 
America on a cargo steamer. He 
cu me to teach Mathematics at the 
Ins titute of Science in Bomb<~ y. He 
soon began to fret a t the stagnant 
s tilte of th e Mil th emiltics d epar t­
me nts at th e In s titute and at the 

s ur e to Mat lwmat ic,ll l"og ic, n i1 l 
even to Georg Ca ntor' s se t theo ry, 
w hich had revoluti onised the sub­
ject a lready in the 19th century and 
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was so basic to current advances in 
various branches. He tried valiantly 
but in vain to bring some sense into 
the University's Mathematics cur­
riculum. Quite soon he abandoned 
his efforts and returned to the US. 
1 was not to see him again for some 
45 years . 

In 1997 I travell ed to Pitts­
burgh. He had by then acquired an 
international reputation in Math­
ematics and Philosophy. One of the 
tw o papers he gave m e to read 
during this visit was too hard for 
me to comprehend. The o ther was 
a denunciation of administrators, 
\·vhom he dubbed ' p ecca tor es' 
(La tin for sinners), and their corrup­
tion, which he regarded as end emic 
in a democracy. Quite naturally, it 
invited a rejoinder, and I sent him 
one, but I doubt that changed his 
views on my profession . As I write, 
I sudden ly reca ll that Pesi's father, 
Sir Rustom Masani , was once Bom­
bay's Municipal Commissioner . 

W e met for th e last time 
when he travelled to India earlier 
this year, to lecture at the Atomic 
Res ea rch Ce n tre. He was now 
more aus tere than ever. What did 
surprise me in Pesi's written work 
was his intense regard for religion, 
and , towards the end, an increas­
ing immersion in Christian doctrine 
and institutions. To me this was 
unaccountable. I had started life as 
a d evout Cil tholic, but in 1946 hud 
totally aba nd oned the faith to which 
h•-' nnw 'WP mt:>d to lw reilc hin g out. 
Following a fune ral se rvice in St . 
It .1• 

buried in Sl. ~a ry ' s ce nwkry, in 
l'i ttsbu rgh . 



COPING WITH COALITIONS* 
A Presidential System is Unsuitable for India 

S. V. Kogekar 

Though institutions are important to provide the framework within 
which pol itical activity is to be carried on, one must remember that 

institutions by themselves are inert, they have to be worked by people. 

The presidential system un­
der the U.S. model is no panacea 
for our political ills . Given the mul­
tiplicity of political parties as 
against only two major parties in 
the U.S. system, the election of a 
single executive President is not 
likely to be a smooth operation with 
an electorate running into crores of 
voters. Then there is the ubiquitous 
caste system and the intense com­
petition for power among different 
caste g roupings. The idea that an 
executive president will be able to 
function independently in the best 
interest of the nation without hav­
ing to worry cons tantly about 
re taining the support of the major­
ity of the members o f the popularly 
elected house of the Iegisla ture (as 
is the case today) is likely to be dif­
ficult to realise in practice. 

The possibility of the presi­
dent belo nging to a party different 
from tha t having a majority in the 
legisla tive branch severely limits the 
independence o f the President. 
Va rious compromises will have to 
be made by him to humour the leg­
islature into supporting legislative 
measures as well as the all-impor­
tant budget initi a ted by him. Even 
within the legisla tive >'.' ing, the for­
mi"ltinn o f V<lrio11 s commit lees will 

involve a lot of bargaining between 
different regional, caste, language 
and communal groups. Besides, 
there is always the danger of the 
President assuming dictatorial pow­
ers for his government and 
frequently us ing his veto over the 
bills passed by the legislature. In Sri 
Lanka, where they have tried the 
experiment of changing over to the 
presidential system for almost two 
decades, opinion has veered round 
to the view that the earlier parlia­
mentary system was far more 
democratic and there are clear in­
dications that the country will 
revert to the old er sys tem soon. 

For any sys tem to fun ction 
in a smooth, progressive and re­
sponsible manner, it is necessary to 
have a general consensus in favour 
of observing the rules of the game 
as it were. In the absence of such 
a consensus, the situation resembles 
that of a ' free for al l' fight. The end 
produ ct of this fight is p erson a l 
power to the exclusion of the larger 
social objec tives. Corruption at ev­
ery level thrives in such a political 
atmosphere. For the su ccess of a 
democratic system, the first thing 
necessa ry is the cultivation of w hat 
ca n be ca lled 'democra tic se lf-re ­
s traint' . It imp lies that no one wi ll 

* In the last issue of Freedom Firsi , we carried con tributions defend ing the parliamentary sys­
tem The authors concluded that the parliamentary system was most suitable for an extremely 
complica ted society like ours . W e conclude that debate with articles that had to be held over 
for lack of space . 
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exercise power without reference to 
the accepted social or national ob­
jective to be pursued. 

Our common weakness to­
day is the tendency to go to the 
logical limit of authority, following 
the letter and no t the spirit of the 
Jaw. This is modified only by the 
necessity of retaining power as long 
as possible and thus making com­
promises and concessions which 
spell disaster to the concep t of the 
rule of Jaw. So long as such an ethic 
prevails, any institutional structure 
can be perverted, be it that of a par­
lian<entary or a presidentia l form. 
Though institutions are important 
to provide the framework within 
which political activity is to be ca r­
ried on, one must remember that 
institutions by themselves are inert, 
they have to be worked by people. 
If the people do not accept the sanc­
tity a nd a lso th e limita tions of 

Corporate Wisdom 

A c row was sitting o n a tree. doing 
nothing all day. A small rabbit saw the 
crow, and asked him: Can I also sit like 
you and do nothing all day long? The 
c row answered : Sure, why not? 

So the rabbit sat on the ground below 
the crow. and rested. All of o sudden. 
a fox appeared. jumped onthe rob­
hi! nnci o~,, him 

Tllen the crow tllought: Poor rabbit, I 
forgot to tell him that if you wont to do 
nothing, you must si t very high . 
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Coping with Coalitions 

institutions, they can play havoc 
with any system of government. It 
is therefore for serious consider­
ation of all concerned whether the 
need of the hour is to change the 
institutional structure of our polity 

or whether the malaise from w hich 
we are suffering goes deeper into 
the psyche of the people, influenced 
by narrow, parochial pursuits 
through the electora l system o f 
democratic government. 

A Change in the System is Called For 

PROFESSORS. V. KOGEKAR is a retired 
Principal of Fergusson College, Pune. 

COURTESY: fo11I71al of Indian School of Po­
litical Econ omy, April-June, 1997. From a 
review of Jashwant B. Mehta's book, Quest 
for a Better Democratic Altern.1tive. 

Sisir K_ Dhar 

Can we deny that Parliament has been converted into an arena for 'maidan' 
politics? .. . In the existing political system, our MPs and MLAs ~re becoming 

commodities, purchasable like other commodities in the market. 

Will a fresh election solve our 
problem?* The fact is that all the 
Lok Sabha elections since 1989 have 
given us 'hung parliaments' one 
a-fter another. Most probably, an­
o ther el ection tomorrow will not 
produce a different result when the 
political life of the country is frac­
tured a t the popular and party 
levels. In such a situation, we can­
no t resort to the cos tly luxury of 
rep ea ted e lec ti ons, every few 
months, involving 600 million vot­
ers and a huge expenditure by the 
state and the contesting candidates. 
Not so long ago, The Economist, 
London, commented ed itorially: 
"A no th e r poll , a no the r coa liti o n, 
ano ther set of rogues and incompe­
tents to misgovern India". 

Today, the country is suffer­
ing from a fractured polity, a 
fractured parliament and a frac­
tured government. In this situation, 
those w ho are more unprincipled 
and more crafty, the opportunists, 
benefit more and more, co rnering 
th eir p rin cipled b re thren, not ve ry 
' ' 
&l.t I b \... o j 1 I 1 t..o l ~II,._ "- , • J..; ~ 0 l,. o •, ..._ I .. '-' .l ' • • l • 0 

problems, lha l could bes t be so lved 
• This ~ rt icle was writte n befo re the e lectio ns 

to the 13th l..ok Sabha . 
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with a stable government and a 
sound leadership, only aggravate 
the situation. National reconstruc­
tion is a task absolutely beyond the 
capacity of fractured, shaky, short­
lived governments that we are 
having today. 

A Different Reality 
The question ultimately is, is 

the pa rliamentary system o f gov­
ernment helping or hind ering the 
cause of democracy in India? This 
is not to suggest that there is any­
thing inherently wrong with the 
parliamentary system . But a 
country's institutional arrangements 
mus t be appropria te to the soc io­
cultural and political milieu and 
must serve the cause of progress. 
On paper, the Indian parliament is 
at par with the British parliament. 
But in reality, it is a pale imitation 
of the latter. The criminalisation of 
politics is a thorny reality in India's 
politica l life and the poverty of our 
parlia ment has a re lati on to th e 
d egru d ed vers ion o f our po litics 
und thi s d egrad ed vers ion has a 
h-, .., ;,, ,·,JlJtic'!l In"'" ,,,· in-• ' tollllrdl 

mi li eu. 

The Indian purlia ment today 
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is conspicuously deficient in terms 
of efficiency, political culture and 
morality . While the inco me and 
perquisites of our MPs have ri sen, 
their efficiency and devotion to 
parliamentary norms are falling. In 
an editorial, "The Lawless House", 
The Statesman (17-18.4.99) refers 
aptly to "Parliament's grievous ne­
glect of legislation". One can offer 
concre te instances to highlight the 
failure of our parli a ment in dis­
charging its duty. At the moment, 
more than 100 Bills await the con­
sidera tion of the Lok Sabha. We 
may refer here specifically to the 
fact of the highly important Lokpal 
and Lokayu ktas Bill that was in tro­
duced in Par liament as fa r back as 
1968 and has lapsed so fa r instead 
of becoming a law that good gov­
ernance d emands, all the more at 
a moment when large-scale corrup­
tion a t higher levels is becoming 
rampant and those charged with 
corruption, having enough politi ca 1 
power, d o no t fa il to have protec­
to rs w ho wo uld make the lega l 
p rocess ruth e r impo tent . 

Poor Q ua lity of M Ps 
The q ua lity o f 1 urli am ent 

p roceedings has been fallin g alurm-
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ingly. The country knows too well 
how our honourable MPs and 
MLAs are functioning in a manner 
that is so often neither honourable 
nor parliamentary, that the Speaker 
finds it wise to switch off the TV 
reporting system, so that his coun­
trymen are not shocked watching 
w ha t is happening there. When a 
large number of Bills are on the 
waiting list, it is no t uncommon 
nowa days to see members stall 
proceedings, create pandemonium, 
shout d own fellow M.Ps, rush into 
the well of the House, turn a deaf 
ear to th e appeals by th e the 
Speaker to maintain order - some 
membe rs even snatching papers 
from the hands of the Speaker - and 
force the Speaker or the Chairman 
to adjourn proceedings frequently. 
Can we deny that Parliament has 
been converted into an arena for 
'maidan' politics? 

The ailments in our p olitical 
life ca ll for an appropriate chan ge 
in th e s ty le and form of 
govern ment. The major fun ction of 
a government should be the 
formulation of long term policies 
and prog rammes and th e ir 
s tea dfast implementati on. Th e 
fragile governments of the present 
type are mos t unfit to should er such 
a responsibility. 

There is another typ e of 
mora l infirmity that o ur 
paliamentary system with its shaky 
coa litions has to tolerate . When 
recently, a number of our politicia ns 
were try ing fra ntica lly to form an 
a lte rn ative governm e nt, cha rges 
~111d cou nter charg l'S o f hnrsc -tr<1d 
ing \\"ere m<1d e Jgw ins t one anoth er. 
' ·1 • 
I Ii l .l \.... 1... ' o,ll ll 1

1
-:...., 1'1, l i .J. li l..... lli :'J) ;'J l l.,. I i i / \Ill I 

1\ll's dnd !viLAs are beco miug com­
mod iti es, purchasable li ke o th er 
co lllmod iti es in the marke l. Cur-

rently a forn1er prime minister is 
under trial in a court of law on the 
charge of having made deals to 
overcome the minority status of his 
government. Surely, there must 
have been such deals before and 
will be there hereafter if politica l 
conditions create inducement for 
such commerce. The expression Aya 
Ram Gaya Ram is Indian politics ' 
contribution to parliamentary meth­
odology. 

Lack of Interest 
We must a lso take into ac­

count an important fact when 
cons ide ring th e service that our 
parliament should rend e r. The 
work of the members of legislative 
bodies is mainly of two types: (a) 
law-making and (b) 'king making' . 
Law-making is by definition the 
primary responsibility of a legisla­
ture. It is clear however that our 
legislators in general are more in­
terested in 'king-making'. The thin 
attendance in our legislatures, both 
a t the Centre and in the states, even 
w h en important legis la tive busi­
nesses are be ing transacted , 
manifes ts how much or how little 
our legislators are interested in leg­
islative matters. I r emember, a 
report in The Statesman that durin g 
th e two days a ll o tted for d iscus­
s io ns o n the Dunkel proposals , 
two-thirds of the me mbers of th e 
Lok Sabha were absent. Law ma k­
ing demands some knowledge of 
the subject under discussion and a 
minimum understanding of ma tters 
relating to different aspec ts of our 
social life. How many legis la tors are 
genuin ely inte res ted in such prosJ ic 
m,l t tl't:-.? 

•.tt dl ll1 l.· f 'dl ildt llLll ld t.Y :'l)~"" 

te m has funcliuned in Engl<l nu i~ nu 
a rgum ent that it w il l fun cti on in 
India. It did not functio n in France 
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and France changed the system. We 
are in a somewhat id entical situa­
tion. It is difficult to expect that the 
present trend of fra gmentation of 
political parties - as also of sub­
national parties can be halted if the 
present parliamentary system is 
continued. 

Surely the framers of the In­
dian Constitution did not anticipate 
the fact that our legis latures would 
be packed with persons with crimi­
nal records. 

The Presidential System 
There is little reason for us 

to continue our infatuation with the 
parliamentary system . A demo­
cratic alternative is the presidental 
system. Both the systems have, in 
th eory, their merits and demerits 
and we need not detail them here. 
Perhaps, no human contrivance is 
perfect or final and, in practice, that 
system is good that serves better. 
What is obv io us is that the presi­
dential system ensures stablity of 
government that Indi a needs th e 
most, for continuity and e ffectiv e 
implementation of declared govern­
ment policies , unaffected by 
political uncertainty. 

Variations Possible 
The presidentia l system is no 

less democratic than the parlian1en­
tary sys te m . America is no less 
democratic than England. It is also 
characterized by such essential 
democratic principles as the rule of 
law, fundamental rights and inde­
p e nd Pnce of th e judiciary. In our 
]"' <H I i :J ill c ut :-~ ry :; ys t l' 111 , <1 Prim e 
Minister co uld declare a n e me r-
~ 1'-- • I'-,) 1 ' ' ~ I. V \. • I~> J I {l '-' \J " 11 ~ \ 1 I. ' '- • ...._ ' ' '-

her probl ems wnd a lmus t thruttleJ 
demucracy. It is im pl)rta nt to re­
member th e !)resid e nt will be 
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elected by the entire voting people, 
having no chance for virtual nomi­
na tion with secret confabulations 
among a few 'king-makers' as hap­
pened recently in the case of our 
having two Prime Ministers, the 
two w ho had not even dreamt of 
occupying this office a week earlier. 

The presidential system in 
India need not be a carbon copy of 

the system in America. The French 
have shown there need not be a 
single form of the presidential sys­
tem. We can think of variations 
suiting our needs, retaining the 
basic character of the system. The 
U .S.A. has a federal system, more 
federal than ours. A large country 
with so much of diversity, India 
must have a federal system, facili­
tating the decentralization of power. 

In Search of Stable Governments 

In the presidential system, 
with the separation of powers, per­
sons with aptitude and competence 
for law-making will come forward 
for election to legislative bodies. If 
the legislators are divested of their 
'king-making' power, the villa in y 
and vulgarity of our legislative elec­
tions will lessen significantly. 

MR. SISIR K. DHAR is a freelanc e wri , 

P.R. D ubhas 

The proper functioning of government is absolutely essential for deal­
ing with the problems faced by the nation which in a developing 

country such as ours are essentially long term in nature. 

The issue of stable govern ­
ment at the Centre has once again 
become the focus of political dis­
course in the country. The Congress 
claims that it alone can provide a 
s table government. It points out to 
the fa ct th a t w hile all Congr ess 
governments at the Centre com­
pleted their full term, none of the 
non-Congress governments - the 
Janata government of 1977, the 
breakaway government of Charan 
Singh who never faced Parl ia ment, 
the minority government of V. P. 
Singh o f 1989, the UDF govern­
ments of 1996-97 and lastly the BJP 
coalition government of 1998-99 
could do so; forgetting that it was 
itself responsible for bringing down 
all these governments except that 
of V. P. Singh. The Congress rejects 
the theory tha t the era of coa lition 
gove rnments has come to s tay in 
Ind ia. 

O n the other hand, the BJP 
w hich until recently was trea ted as 
a politica l untou chable, has now 
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come round to hold a definite view 
that it should seek to form coalition 
governments in partnership with 
the regional parties. Shri Vajpayee 
has asserted tha t the regional par­
ties representing the diversi ty of 
India have a place in na tional poli­
tics. Shri Kushabhau Thakre, the 
President of the BJP has stated that 
even if the BJP got an absolute 
majority in the thirteenth Lok 
Sabha, it would still seek to form 
a coalition governmen t. It would go 
to the electorate with its "national 
agenda" from which it had 
dropped its stand on Ayodhya, 
Article 370 of the Constitution and 
the Common Civil Code all of 
which proved controversial and 
gave a stick to the Congress and 
o ther parties to bea t the BJP with, 
as a communal party. 

It is a fac t o f Ind ia's post­
Inaepeuaence I i iS tOI y, mct ( 101 wny 
years the Congress party provided 
stable governments at the centre as 
well as in several s tates. This has 
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few parallels in a d emocra tic pol­
ity except perhaps that of the liberal 
party in Japan. There were excep­
tional circumstances that accounted 
for the achievement. The Congress 
party was the one w hich led India 
to independence. It had the image 
of a national institution with which 
all sections of India's diverse soci­
ety and persons of different 
ideological persuasions had a sense 
of identity. 

Gandhiji's Advise 
Gandhiji had made the sen­

sible suggestion that having 
performed its historic task, th e 
Congress should be wound up. But 
Nehru, his chosen heir, thought the 
Congress party should carry for­
ward its miss io n by for mi ng 
government a t Centre and the states 
w hich co ulJ per fo rm the ta sk o f 
bui ld ing up a welfare state in ln-
Uld. f..l1 .::> Ll l cl1 l ~ H lGill L I C:4-t ~..-& .... J....J A I.l t-' 

co uld give ind ia a stable govern­
ment for seventeen years till his 
dea th in 1964. The very stability of 
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the Nehru era generated a sense of 
anxiety about political instability 
even during his lifetime conveyed 
by the ques tion "after Nehru, who?' 
However, his daughter Indira soon 
established her authority. The cha­
risma of the Nehru dynasty was 
inherited by her and later her son 
Rajiv. 

Dynastic Rule 
But this dynastic stability got 

the first blow when there was na­
tion-wide protest against the 
emergency imposed by a dominant 
but insecure Prime Minister. The 
nation's polity never regained the 
confident stability of the fifties and 
the sixties, despite the return of 
Indira Gandhi in 1980. Her assas­
sination in 1984 was another blow 
to political stability. The succession 
of Rajiv Gandhi without loss of time 
ensured continuity, and his trium­
phant success in 1985 general 
election made him PM in his own 
right. 

But a basic change had 
started taking place in India's po­
litical system. The era of one party 
rule of the Congress was over but 
an alternative to the Congress in the 
shape of a single coherent party did 
no t emerge. The janata party which 
was hurriedly put toge ther by 
Jayaprakash Narayan after the end 
o f emer gency came to power but 
soon internal dissentions led to its 
disintegration. This was followed 
by the proliferation of parties both 
on the right and on the left, the ri se 
of regional parties and a constant 
realignment of p olitical forces. 

T h n ·~·· f f. ; co h f; y p •·H- ; ,... ~ ,...., 
[ 

Th e stab ility assoc i<lted with 
d ecades of dominance o f a sing le 
politica l party and the unquestioned 

authority of a single political leader 
and the instability associated with 
minority governments with outside 
support have been the peculiar fea­
tures of our polity which are in 
sharp contrast to the stability of a 
mature democracy like Britain with 
its two party system. There what is 
normally expected is pendulum like 
oscillation from one general elect­
ion to another . The parties are 
disciplined and the phenomenon of 
defections is non-existent. The party 
which gains majority in a general 
election is expected to last for five 
years but the typical anti-establish­
ment factor may bring the party in 
opposition in power in the next gen­
eral election. The formidable 
personality of Prime Minister 
Thatcher managed to keep the To­
ries in power for an unprecedented 
period of 17 years but disenchant­
ment did set in and the last general 
election saw a totally reformed 
Labour party coming to power with 
a tremendous majority under the 
young leadership of Tony Blair. 

Both, the long stability of the 
early era arid the chronic instabil­
ity of recent years in India have 
been harmful to Indian democracy. 
The long stability of early years 
gave rise to a monopoly of politi­
ca l power with all its a ttendant evil 
consequences. Lord Acton's epi­
gram, "power corrupts people and 
absolute power corrupts absolutely" 
seems to be absolutely true in our 
situation. The long years of power 
made Congressmen feel that in the 
exercise of power they need no t be 
bothered either about the rul e of 
l<:1w nr the public interest nor n eed 
they make any distinction between 

1 ' t. II L bV \. L .l I I J11 1.-J il 1 li l \.... lJ U l '-) 1 ._ , , t .... ~ \. J l "-

family. Thus one cen tr<:1l min.is le r 
was indicted by the Supre me Court 
for a rbitrMy a llo tme nt of govern-
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ment accommodation and another 
for allocation of petrol pumps. The 
arbitrary exercise of power led to 
massive political corruption. The 
imposition of the emergency with­
out the knowledge of the Cabinet 
and depriving the personal liberty 
of large numbers of people in public 
life by putting them in jail for rais­
ing their voice against the 
emergency was the worst example 
of misuse of power which made a 
mockery of democracy a nd the 
Constitution . 

The Indonesian Example 
Another country which has 

suffered the consequences of such 
political stability is Indonesia. Gen. 
Suharto seized power fr om th e 
popular, brilliant but discredited 
Sukarno and retained it for nearly 
thirty years. His Golkar party man­
aged to win every election, 
reducing elections in that "guided 
democracy" to a fa rce. His absolute 
power was used by his family, his 
dead wife (percentage madam) and 
seven children to make fortunes out 
of questionable deals. It was this 
"crony capitalism" which brought 
disaster to the Indonesian economy 
plunging the Indonesian rupiah 
from 2400 to a d ollar to 17000 per 
dollar, with infla tion in the prices 
of essential commodi ties and loo t­
ing of th e shops ow n e d by th e 
prosperous Chinese. 

But the instability born out 
of frequent changes in government 
and premature general elections are 
a lso harmful. Some thinkers wel­
come such instabi lity as an an tid ote 
tt' the misw:p nf p ow er hy the pol i­
ticians and a mea ns o f keeping them 

1 • I 'T' l ~ • , . . - • • t \ ... ~ '- ·q rh '"'l f" 1 ~ 
. . • - ~ • ~~--J a -

important is n u l th e stability of 
governmen t but that of the society 
and the economy. 
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However it cannot b e gain­
said that the two are closely related 
to each o ther. 

With the advent of the era of 
liberalisa tion, the scope of govern­
menta l activity might have been 
reduced. But the proper function­
ing of government is absolu tely 
essential for dealing with the prob­
lems faced by the nation which in 
a developing country such as ours 
are essentially long term in nature 
- problems such as mass poverty 
(which even after eight five year 
plans still persis t), illiteracy (forty 
percent of the population is still il­
literate ), malnutritio n, n o n­
availability of potable water both in 
villages and towns, lack of proper 
shelter, and woefully inadequate 
infrastructural facilities no t to talk 
of the dangers of interna l and ex­
ternal insecurity. These require a 

stable government with a resolute 
sense of purpose, laying down long 
term policies and programmes and 
ca rrying them o ut effectively 
through a motiva ted and competent 
public service. In th e absence of 
such confidence and unity of pur­
pose we saw a dithering uni ted 
front government unable to stick 
even to its own min imum pro­
gramme, its prime minister unable 
to introduce the bill for reservation 
of women in Parliament and its fi­
nance minister unable to see 
through the bill for the es tablish­
ment of an insura nce regulatory 
authority. 

Suggestions have been made 
to make changes in the Indian Con­
stitution and ensure politica l 
stability. One is the German system 
of constructive vote of no confi­
dence . The o ther is banning 

defections of any sort - an MP or 
an MLA going aga inst its party's de­
cisions must first resign . The third 
is electoral reform insisting on a 
50% plurality for the elec tion of a 
candidate; and finall y providing for 
a more active Presidency which can 
set up, at least as an interim meas­
ure an all party government, with 
parties represented in proportion to 
their numbers, in case Parliament 
is unable to put up a stable govern­
ment, th ereb y ensuring tha t the 
Legisla ture w ould function for its 
full term of five years . 

Such reforms are lon g over 
due and should be taken up 
immediately lest India enter the 
twenty first century with weak 
governments, fr equ ent e lectio ns 
and consequent political instability. 

DR. P. R. DUBHASHI is a former Vice­
Chancellor of Goa University. 
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Constitutional Devices against Unstable Governments 

Gerhart Raichle 

The only way parl iament can pass a vote of no confidence and thus 
remove the government, is by electing a new Chancellor. 

Governmental instability can 
be a dangerous thing. Germany ex­
perienced this in the early 1930s when 
a quick succession of governments, 
all of which were sooner or later top­
pl ed by parliamentary votes of no 
confidence, finally led to the Nazi 
take-over in 1933 which marked the 
end of the first German democracy. 

One of the reasons for this dis­
astrous development was that, due to 
the unmitigated propor-tionality of 
the electoral system, there was an ex­
treme party-political fragmentation of 
p a rliam ent: more th a n 30 p a rti es, 
some of which held but one or two 
seats. 

Another important reason was 
th e cons titu tiona! dispensation that 
governments cou ld be formed with­
out a parliamentary maj o rity but 
could, in practice, no t last without a 
majority. The President of the Repub­
lic could instal a government, but a 
parliamentary majority could sack it 
by passing a vo te of no confidence. 

Ob vious ly, there is no thin g 
wrong with that as long as parliamen­
ta r y m aj orities a re s tabl e. In a 
parliamentary democracy (unlike one 
tha t has a cl ea r sepa ra tion of powers 
as in the USA) government must have 
m ajority support in p arliament in or­
der to survive. lf, however, majorities 
are uns tabl e becau se of shifting a ll i­
ances among a mu ltip li city of parties, 
g<'\'l'rllllll'll lal in ~ lal> il ity cil n L'il." il y ,.,, 
su it. The s itua tion in India in rece nt 

' " ~" · '~ •. • I 

T he Fou ndin g Fa th ers of th e 
second Germ an democracy tm'k int o 
account thi s possibility . They decided 

that a "negative" majority, i.e. a ma­
jority against the incumbent 
executive, should not be enough to 
sack it. Only with a "positive" major­
ity, i.e. a majority for an alternative 
executive, should this be possible. 

Since the federal constitution 
of 1949 makes the Federal Chancel­
lor the central figure of the executive, 
every thing hinges on him : it is the 
Chancellor who is elected, not the 
ministers, and if the chancellor is 
sacked by a vote of no confidence; by 
the same token the whole cabinet is 
sacked. So what the Founding Fathers 
wrote into the 1949 cons titu tion is 
simply this : The only way parliament 
can pass a vote of no confidence and 
thus remove the government, is by 
elec tin g a new Chancellor. 

They left one possibility for a 
"nega tive" vote of no confidence: if 
the Chancellor asks for a vote of con­
fidence and loses it, he and his cabinet 
are sacked without being replaced a t 
the same time. As long as he does not 
ask fo r a vo te of confidence, he can 
onl y be sacked by a vote elec ting 
someone else in his place. 

This m eth od of rulin g o ut 
"purely nega tive" no confidence votes 
has produced the desired effect in fed­
e ral Germany (and p erhaps m o re 
than that): The toppling of govern ­
men ts by vo tes of no confidence h a ~ 

bee n ex tremely rare, beca use it i ~ 

lltLI Lli IIIU I'e di ff iL'Ull to fotll \ <l ll lcl ju t ­

ily lo ~uppor t a nt>w gove rnment I han 
L\ 1 Lli h ... l L ii\ I Ut-;l t \\l l \...:"l d(~d l li ,"' L ( 1 11 !11 

cu mb c nl go ·e rn m e n l. In fact, th 
"conslrudi \'t' vo le of no confid ence", 
as the technica l term is, hil s only been 
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attempted twice and succeeded only 
once in the 50 years' his tory of the 
Federal Republic. 

Ironically, the alternative pro­
cedure of the Chancellor asking for 
and losing a vote of no confidence 
was applied successfully more often, 
i.e. twice - yet these cases were not 
cases of govern-ments losing support 
but simply tricks to achieve a disso­
lution of parliament. Here aga in, the 
Founding Fathers had taken ca re of 
stability by makin g premature 
dissolution s o f parliaments ex tre­
m e ly difficult: los in g a v o te o f 
confidence is almost the only possi­
bility of getting a parliament 
dissolved before the end of its four­
year term, and there fore supporters 
of the government abstained in the 
ball o t in order to ge t a dissolution . 

Apart from these, the consti­
tutional devices have worked as they 
were designed to work: the one case 
of a government being di smissed by 
a vote of no confidence was a case of 
a substan ti al parliamentary realign­
m ent : a new coa liti on a nd a new 
gove rnm ent were formed w hi ch 
lasted for 16 years, until the electo r­
ate changed th e majority in the 1998 
general election. The requirement of 
forming a new and sustainable m a­
jority in additi on to ju st dismantling 
the old nne has worked as it shou ld: 
as a n e ffective bril ke o n irresponsible 
pa rl i<"~ m Pntil ry tac ti cs . 

D R. G LRHA HT I i\ ICI IL E is th e H ead of ,, . ( 't .. ' 

Fricdrich -Nau mann S tifl u n g. 
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Freedom is not worth having 

if it does not connote 

freedom to err. 

- Mahatma Gandhi) 

March 1) 1939. 
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Minoo Masani - As I Knew Him 
K. K. Pathak 

On the occasion of Minoo Masani's 94th birth anniversary, an old friend 
shares with readers of Freedom First some of his reminiscences. 

It's my personal feeling that 
Minoo Masani did not get his due 
either in his life-time or after his 
death last year. In this part of the 
country the national dailies carried 
a PTI news item of hardly fifty 
words wh en he died. As far as I 
knew the man, he deserved much 
more. 

As a leader, he belonged to 
a class apart from the second line 
of leadership during our struggle 
for independence. If I were to name 
the three wisest men of the coun­
try I knew, 1 would unhesitatingly 
name C. Rajagopalachari, Minoo 
Masani and Nani Pa lkhival a. I 
shou ld like to live with m y bias 
rather than relent on my choice. 
And so Masani was a leader who 
had a very clear vision of what his 
country shou ld b e and how th e 
des ired change was to be brought 
about. He was an in te llec lua l wh01n 
no thin g co uld hire as he was 
;, mnngs t llw hnm·st n1w<; w hn lw ld 
hi s n1nv ictio ns a nd opin ions as 
firm ly as possible. It was thi s fo rce 
of conviction w hi ch induced him to 
w o rk as a zenl o t a nd crusader 

whose enthusiasm was unbeatable. 
He died as a cardholder of the 
Swatantra Party. It's proof enough 
of his being a class apart from his 
colleagues. 

I came to know him through 
a preface Masani wrote in 1956 for 
the Asian edition of James 
Burnam's The Coming Defeat of Com­
munism. The book is no more with 
me as I had presented it to a friend 
who is now our minister of foreign 
affairs. I don't have the slightest 
idea if he has read the preface. I'm 
quite confident Masani's views 
would stand in good stead even 
today. A unipolar world is a stop­
gap arrangement. The world has to 
be bipolar because the entire uni­
verse is a ca rnival of opposites. So 
how could the world be reduced to 
a unipolar status? Cold War or no 
Cold War, man will continue to 
swim against the tide, inventing 
ideologies that tend to overlook the 
laws of nature in a bid to bring the 
heaven of equal ity and equal oppor­
tunities on th e ea rth , making 
mankind happier than ever before. 
The world is heading for a multi­
polar one this time. It may take 
hardly a decade or two to see this 
happen. 

Masani's preface is a brilli a nt 
exposition o f sou nd tene ts of for­
eign nffairs . A brie f preface which 
ha rdl y runs through tv,ro pages is 
full t1f sugc-es ti nn~ f,,r <1 lwltPr 1111-

derstand in g of the new world order 
that is going to e merge in th e fu ­
ture. It was written in 1956, but is 
va lid even today! He was, like C. 
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R. and Nani Palkhivala prophetic 
in his vision of things. Right from 
education down to foreign affairs, 
including his advocacy of sound 
economic wisdom, he spoke and 
wrote with a clear vision which 
very few in the country possessed. 
He was a crusader in a true sense. 
He had no place for human effort 
to be fruitful enough against the 
laws of nature. They are e ternal as 
they stand in n o need of a cause to 
operate and are beyond the scope 
of human effort to alter them to suit 
the convenience of humanity at 
large . 

'Globalization' is just a mani­
festation of a desire to work for a 
common human effort. It's just the 
beginning of a kind of ideological 
disarmament for th e benefit of 
humanity as a whole. This seems to 
me true wisdom, quite apart from 
the experiences of nuclear energy 
for military purposes, which has 
been exhibited by mankind in re­
cent tim es . Thom as Pain e had 
visualized globa li zation some two 
centuries ago. lf the bonds of glo­
balization grow stronger and 
fruitful enough in the days a head, 
the folly of piling up nuclear arse­
nals may be r educed to a point 
where a nuclear disas ter may be­
come jus t out o f th e question . Tt's 
no scho la s tic v iew . lt 's th e impera­
tive of th e future. 

linn1 >'o.; 1•',)11'-ili••n frnn1 il 

firebrand socia list to a s taunch vo­
tar y of a fr ee- marke t is an 
interes ting aspect of his intellectunl 
end ownment. After the fall of the 
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erstwhile USSR and collapse of 
communism in East Europe, he had 
sent me a copy of his booklet, So­
cialism Reconsidered, written way 
back in 1944. I was reminded of one 
of our long chats in which he had 
narrated to me a story of his social­
ist days, participating in the labour 
movement in England. He was an 
instinctive lover of change. That 
gave his life an impression of way­
wardness. Once he told me how he 
had changed 22 jobs in just as many 
years. I agree with JRD Tata on this 
account . I believe Minoo could 
have been a different man had there 
been more means at his disposal for 
what was so close to his heart. 

He was a romantic who was 
quite adventuresome in life, explor­
ing new grounds and avenues. It 
was this inquisitiveness of an intel­
lectual which gave an impression 
of a wayward life. Anyway, his 
waywardness was with a purpose 
- a cause to espouse. His exterior 
was soft, more guided by emotions 
and even sentiments than the logi­
cal reasoning which was his stick 
to beat his political colleagues with, 

but his interior was hardened by 
mature opinions and settled convic­
tions. That was the frame I highly 
appreciated and loved. I met him 
for the first time way back in 1961 
al lhe time of the second national 
convention of the Swatantra Party 
at Agra, my native town. Some of­
fice bearers of the U.P. Teachers 
Association had accompanied me. 
That day we had a good chat over 
a cup of coffee at Lauries Hotel 
where he was staying, a place 
hardly one furlong from my home. 

I recall another incident. The 
Third Plan had been formula ted 
with three steel plants at the cost 
of Rs.100 crores without generating 
adequate employment, considering 
the tune of investment and even 
without any prospects of any quick 
and attractive returns. I remember 
he worked out an alternative Plan 
with due emphasis on irrigation, 
transport and the like, ensuring 
quick and attractive returns in 
terms of GNP as well as giving em­
ployment and thereby using 
manpower in the most adequate 
way. Marx was a critic of capital-

ism without a viable alternative. 
Masani was a critic of socialism and 
communism with a viable alterna­
tive. My putting him alongside of 
Marx is just to point out the marked 
difference in Masani's thinking af­
ter taking market economy as a 
viable model and shedding his so­
cialist credentials . His national 
priorities, though different from the 
Nehru Government, were not only 
sound but also, if they had been 
adopted by the persons that be, 
would have resulted in a better and 
much surer road to prosperity and 
affluence. He wrote an article 'Third 
Plan : An Alternative', in the 
Hindustan Times on the lines indi­
cated above. I had commented on 
his article in the Hindustan Times 
some 35 years ago, upholding his 
opinions . 

I loved him, still love him 
and will continue to do so for the 
rest of my life. He was very kind 
to me. My only regret is th a t I 
couldn't be what he might have 
wanted me to be. 

MR. K. K. PATHAK is a retired teacher. 

A Lesson in English Usage! 

When M. R. Masani said that the Fourth Plan now produced was mulish , he 
used the word in its correct sense, obstinately attached to old errors . The Prime 
Minister diverted the House with an exposition on the excellent qualities of the mule , 
its patience , its hardihood , etc . But it was no answer to the charge of a plan or 
policy being mulish . If one's behaviour is sheepish , that is awkwardly bashful or 
timid, it is no good answering that sheep's is good meat. If a fellow is called goatish 
for his lustfulness it is no use expatiating on the nimbleness of the goat. 
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There is no harm in entertaining the House with a diversion of this sort. Adjectives with an -ish 
ending convey the not so admirable qualities of the substantives from which the adjectives are derived , 
e .g . boyish , womanish, etc. I was amused reading a cutting sent to me which said the PM "rebuked" 
Mr. Masani . The PM did nothing of the sort but merely entertained the House with praise of the donkety­
mare sterile hybrid . 

Issued by the Rajaji Foundation 
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C. Rajagopalachari 
:iwara;ya, Jun e L 1, 1 \:lb8 . 



Need for a Liberal and Not Dogmatic Activism 

R. C. Saxena 

In most cases, dogmas have always taken precedence over the 'cause' 
resulting in the 'cause' languishing under the weight of propaganda. 

In Ms . Arundhati Roy we 
have a new convert to "social ac­
tivism" which continues, not 
surprisingly, to titillate the muse in 
the likes of her. I am referring to 
the new-found interest of Ms. Roy 
in the anti-Narmada project cru­
sade . In her first and record­
breaking novel "The God of Small 
Things", Ms . Roy revealed herself 
to be an avant-garde liberal who 
perceived poverty and hardships, 
even as a child, from a liberal stand­
point without being dogmatic, 
thereby lending an authentic and 
undiluted touch to her narrative. 
Her treatment of communists did 
not go unnoticed and without stri­
dent reaction. Beautiful prose 
makes for creativity a thing of joy 
but hardly makes up for the belated 
espousal of a cause for ideological 
reasons. 

Ms. Roy' s diktat to the fellow 
citizens, in the backdrop of per­
ceived threats by big dams, not to 
have any more children, is quite like 
a Leninist firman which, in the pos t 
co mmunism era, appears out of 
place. Ms. Roy is clearly influenced 
by her communist co-crusaders of 
the anti-dams campaign. 

How Can Marxists be Anti-State? 
This article is no t, however, 

concerning Ms. Roy's persona l view 
o r he r ca m pa ign . It is abo ut the 
inflexibl e ogma ti c s tand of 11ost 
of the socia l ac ti vis ts w ho take up 
p eop le's ca uses. In m os t cases, 
dog mas have a lways taken p rec-

edence over the cause resulting in 
the cause languishing under the 
weight of propaganda . The 
Narmada Bachao Andolan is a case 
in p oint. Its leader Ms. Medha 
Patkar has, reportedly, admitted to 
being first a marxist and then eve­
rything else. If that be the truth, all 
her campaigns, hitherto, however 
bold and courageous, have come to 
naught. I say this because any cam­
paign against the State is anathema 
in marxist ideology. Marxism vali­
dates the supremacy of the State 
and holds that all else is subservi­
ent to the Sta te . Ms . Patkar's 
ideology is in direct conflict with 
her actions thereby increasing the 
gap between ideological inflexibil­
ity and the ground realities. Ideally 
a fight against th e State can be 
launched only by liberal champions 
and not by statist ideologues. 

To highlight Ms. Patkar's 
dilemma, consider the fact that the 
fundam ental right to property un­
der the Constitution of India would 
no t only compel the State to guar­
antee that right but also compel the 
judiciary to enforce the same 
against the State in favour of triba ls 
and displaced persons . Alas , the 
fundamenta l right to property was 
dele ted from the Cons titution and 
made a n ordinary (a nd un-enforce­
ab le) ri ght in the 'seventies mu ch 
to llll.: joy of th e cu n1muni:,b. Nul\ 
we lwve ideologues who want the 
::Jta le Lu restore tne wnu:, w u1 e 
di s pl ace d trib a ls (a nd o th e r 
peop le),ye t, a t the sa me time, wa nt 
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to continue to be the votaries for the 
extinction of the fundamental right 
to property. Ms. Patkar would serve 
her cause better if she campaigns, 
with equal zeal, for the restoration 
of the inviolable fundamental right 
to property in the Constitution 
which can be enforced against the 
State. 

Neither Land nor Compensation 
Similar is the case with anti 

slum-demolition activists who con­
fuse the fundamental right to life 
and liberty with the right to retain 
proper ty . Even the o rdinary law 
en titles those slum and hutment 
dwellers who have been living in 
one place for a number of years, to 
constructive acquisition of their 
dwelling places; but wh o, in the 
absence of the fundamental right to 
property, are mos t vulnerable to be 
displaced since the State canno t 
guaran tee them the right to prop­
er ty nor can the judiciary enforce 
the same. Acquisition by the State 
of la nds own ed by fa rmers to lay 
oil and gas pipelines, se t up refin­
eries and fertilizer projects etc. have 
caused immense hardship to farm­
er s who spend their preci o us 
savings seeking enhanced compen­
sa tion. They will neither get back 
their land s nor fair compensation. 

Wh e n la nd re forms were 
Introduced soon after 
nd epe nch'nce, ho lding of proper ty 

was co ns ide red suHu l. Lunu 

reforms may have been necessary 
in p laces li ke Bihar and U.P where 

25 



Every bean that goes into Coorg Pure Coffee is born from the freshness 
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Roasted just right Ground and blended, wi th great care and high art. 

So when you taste a cup of Coorg Pure Coffee from Consolidated Coffee, 

you taste the sunshine, you taaste the mountain breeze . 

you taste the full dark poetry of pu re coffee 



feudal landlords pillaged anything 
that grew on the so il inc! uding 
ca ttle and humans. In the name of 
land reforms, however, the State 
insidiously acquired the unfettered 
right to acquire any land, anywhere 
in the country. The State's malicious 
desig ns got a boost when th e 
fundamental right to property was 
deleted from the Fundamental 
Rights chap ter in the Constitution 
in the ea rl y 'seventies. The 
ideologues of the day applauded 
such a deletion and the judiciary of 
the day only enabled it. The liberals 
of the day, Mr. Minoa Masani and 
Justice Khanna, to name but two, 
were silenced by the the then 
socialistic Government of India. The 
ac tivis ts , m os t of whom, then, 
swore by Marx, saw an unfolding 
of a golden chapter little realizing 
tha t the s upremacy of the State 
would on e day visit their 
cons tituency with untold misery. 

Grotesque Theories 
In the 'e ighties, the 

ideologues amongst the social ac­
tiv ists defended the State in the 
mat ter of reservation for scheduled 
castes, tribes and backward cla sses 
w hich propounded grotesque theo­
ries of o ther backward classes and 
'creamy layers', whereas they ought 
to have been, ideologically speak­
ing, striving for a classless society! 
In the 'nineties they saw sinister 
ca pita list designs in the economic 
reforms and liberaliza tion of trade 
policies even while biscuit factories 
were being privatized in Russia . 
Now, they d eplore the proposed 
disinvestment of inefficient PSUs 
and privatization of the insurance 
sector by the State. They mock the 
WTO as a n instru me nt of cap ital­
is t na tio ns wh en globa li zat ion of 
wnrld tre1d e is a rea lity. The Jibe·­
ali zil tio n o f tra d e po li cies a n d 

• I • 1 • , ~ 
\....\..\.1 1 i \.1 iII J '- l L I \.J I I 1 "-'t I\ .. ,_..._ • • • ~· ~-

ce ive d as a "se ll -out" to 
multina ti ona ls by ma ny social ac­
tivi s t is in fa c t a s ig nifi cilnt 

measure to reduce the State's con­
trol in matters of trade and private 
enterprise. 

We have seen how disastrous 
has been the control by the State of 
our trad e and priva te enterprise, in 
the pas t. Recently, a group of ac­
tiv ists is demanding more State 
control in matters of education fear­
ing that educa tion w ill land into the 
hands of private business. We have 
seen how hopelessly the State has 
handled educa tion in the past fifty 
years. Protection by the state of 
religious minorities demanded by 
the ac tivists is paramount but 
equally significant and with far­
reaching consequences is the need 
for promoting religious reforms to 
keep pace with evolving culture. 
Likewise, preserving tribal culture 
is no more important than assimi­
lating the same in social progress. 

In the closing days of the 
twentieth century the ideologues 
amongst the social activists are 
caught in a bind. The human race 
endeavours, in the mea nw hile, to 
cut across ideologica l barriers and 
march into the next millenium with 
the liberal paradigm of the highes t 
goods for the highes t numbers . 

Liberal Activism 
Social activists must discard 

th eir d ogma in favour o f li b era l 
thinking. Liberalism has, over the 
years, come to mean extension of 
democracy which concerns itself 
wi th the development of personal 
freedom and social progress. It is 
distinct from radicalism inasmuch 
as social chan ge in liberali sm is 
conceived as gradua l, fl ex ible and 
adaptive whereas radicalism man­
da tes fund amental ch a n~e based on 
new principles of authority . Liber­
... Ji c..:: , n ri,-"j,·p~ (p\ •VP f ~f;.) f P (' (l!ltn) l o.; 

<:1 nd interven tions in the areas nf 
economy and priva te enterprise and 
d em ands pos itive Sta te ac tion to 
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reduce p overty, improve health­
care, provide for old-age benefits 
and curtail unemployment. 

Liberal activism is called fo r 
even in the anti-dam campaigns The 
anti-dam crusade is a losing battle 
no t beca use of the cause but be­
cause of the conflict of ideology and 
r ea lity . The reality, much as we 
dislike it, is that the State has un­
fe ttered powers to displace and 
dispossess persons of their proper­
ties. I blame the very ideologue 
activists who supported and ena ­
bl ed this reality. Whether th e 
construction of the dam is h alted 
or no t is n o longer relevant. The 
dam must be opposed on grounds 
of misrepresentation by th e State, 
w hich promised a utopia . It must 
be opposed for the fraud perpe­
trated on the people, fo r th e 
inordinate delays, for the wasteful 
expenditure of public money, for 
hoodwinking p oor investors who 
will not get returns in their life time, 
for breeding corruption, for unjustly 
enriching the politicians and bu­
rea ucrats, for d eluding us into the 
belief that water can defy natural 
laws of physics and reach the Rann 
of Kutch and many o ther va lid and 
justifiable reasons including crimi­
nal negligence o f ecology and 
environment. But, it cannot be op­
posed on grounds of displacement 
of tribals and disp ossessin g them 
o f th e ir pro p erti es th e ri g ht to 
w hich , un fortunately, is neither 
guaranteed nor enforceable. A more 
liberal approach other than a dog­
ma tic one is a ca lied for. 
MR. R. C. SAXENA is a lawyer practicing 
in Baroda 

Bettering the British 

During the entire period of its 200-
year rule in Ind ia , the British passed 
just 400 laws while the Indian 

_, 
( UI I IU II I C" I l l Ill '-+ V t ~ \. .... oii .J t-J U -.~ .. H .... ......,. 

about 4,000 pieces of legislation. 

Courtesy: MID-DAY, August 17, 1999. 
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Environmentalism 
- Some Central Issues 

It is an open question 
whether the entire environmental 
issue is not being derailed by the 
strident but shallow environmen­
talism practiced by those in the 
glare lights of the media? 

What is the central issue of 
environ men tal ism? 

Is it that the environment, as 
we know it today, is to be preserved 
at all costs, irrespective of the 
preservation of Man or of the 
factors contributing to the ongoing 
evolution of the Earth, in which 
periodic changes in temperature 
and climate have been the 
precursors of remarkable changes 
in the fl ora and fauna, along with 
its human population and its social 
and economic development. 

Several species, man, beast or 
flora died out as the world evolved 
during the lee Ages, triggered off 
by some phenomena which has not 
yet been firmly established . 

But in our times, each tiny 
change in temperature, in humid­
ity or in a tmospheric dust has th e 
environmentalists up in arms, 
spewing as much brim and fire as 
the early day prophets of doom and 
the volcanoes which spew out the 
heat and the dust of the innards of 
the Earth. 

Contradi c tin g such d oom ­
sayers, a recent stud y has indicated 
thot th e periudi c spe\·ving uf fi re 
and du st in to th a tmosp here L•v 
\ ukc~n ueo. i.<tve c1 pusJtJve lailuu t tn 

tha t this fo rms a hea l screen aga ins t 
the sun 's rays. 

28 

Another theory, this one of 
global history propounded by sci­
entists of the National Geophysical 
Research Institute, Hyderabad 
holds, on the basis of empirical 
evidence from seaside, glacial and 
tree ring studies, that the earth has, 
in the last 11,000 years seen 20 
antropological waves affecting hu­
man his tory with a cycle of 
approximately 550 years, including 
6 cycles of transgression and regres­
sion by the sea. 

There are some interesting 
consequences of this theory of glo­
bal history. That sometime between 
18000 and 6000 B.C., the relative 
global sea level rose by nearly 150 
meters before stabilising, to affect 
climate and trigger off the agricul­
tural wave which resulted in a 
rapid advancement of the human 
intellect. 

Among the other major wa­
tersheds are the "Wisdom Wave" 
between 800 and 250 B.C. which 
saw the sudden rise of religious 
intellectualism, viz. Brahminism, 
Buddhism and Jainisrn in India , 
Zoroas trianism in lr<m , Judaism in 
the Middle East and Confucianism 
and Taoism in China; and the post 
1350 AD Colonization Wave which 
marked the migration of Europeans 
to establish empires in different 
parts of the world . 

Environm.entalists have been 
making a g reat hu e and cry ove r 
va n o us J eve lop ntenl projects lobe 
locoted i 1 wh<lt is olwnys termc 
"ecolog ica lly sens itive areas". 

O ne would imagine tha t ev-
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Kusum Choppra 

ery ecosystem would be precious to 
its inhabitants and equally "ecologi­
cally sensitive" to any inroads by 
invaders, natural or otherwise. 

Pray where then are those 
areas in the world which can be 
deemed not to be ecologically sen­
sitive enough to survive inroads of 
projects which would afford em­
ployment to more? Which can be 
safely despoiled without inviting 
the "righteous" wrath of the so­
called environmentalists? 

MS. KUSUM CHOPPRA, a freelance jour­
nalist, is a regular contributor to Freedom 
First. 

We Were No Better 

Indians may criticise the Pa­
kistanis for having accepted mili ­
tary rule without demur. But they 
did not do better in 1975 when 
civil dictatorship was imposed 
through the emergency. More 
than 100,000 people were de­
tained without trial but there was 
no public protest. The credit for 
sustaining democracy in India 
should go to our armed forces. 
They are apolitical. They scrupu­
lously stayed away from the power 
games. Even when, during the last 
days of the emergency (1975-77), 
the late Sanjay Gandhi sounded 
Army Chief Raina if he could 'help 
them', the latter said 'no'. 

KU IOip I~UY UI, 

The Indian Express, 
October 26 ,1999. 



Tl1e Right of Dissent 

An Open Letter to India's Prime Minister 

T h e Committee to Pro tec t Journalists (CPJ) is 
d eeply concerned by the la tes t effo rts to suppress discus­
s io n of the socia l and environme nta l cos ts of G ujara t's 
Sa rda r Sarova r dam construction, pa rt of a controvers ial 
irriga tio n and hydroelec tric project a long the Narmada 
Rive r. 

In a s ta tem e nt issu ed by a three-b en ch panel of 
India's Supreme Court o n July 22, th e judges sa id that 
th e essay by Arundha ti Roy on th e Na rmad a Valley 
Pro ject - w hich ori g inally ra n as an article in the Indian 
w eekly newsmagazines Outlook and Frontline, then was 
excerp ted in Lo ndon 's The Guardian newspaper, and has 
now been published as a s ho rt book -seemed to be "an 
at tem p t to undermine th e dig nity o f the court and influ­
e nce the course of jus tice ." Two lead ing activists with the 
Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), or "Save the Narmada 
Movem ent," are also threa tened with contempt charges . 

Chief Jus tice A. S. Anand , JusticeS. P. Ba rucha, a nd 
Justice B. N . Kirpal scheduled the hearing in response to 
a p e titi on fil ed by th e Gujarat state government, which 
clai m s th a t the re should be a ban on th e "publication of 
va riou s ma tte rs in diffe re nt newspapers, jo urnal s, and 
o th e r m ed ia to uching upo n th e m a tte r und er co nside ril ­
ti Pn o f the court." In February, th e court lifted a four-year 
stay o n furth er cons tructi o n o f th e Sardar Sarovar d a m , 
a nd this d ecis io n was sca thingly critiqued in Roy's book, 
The Greater Commcm Good. 

In her book, Roy argues agains t " Big Dam" projects 
gene ra ll y, a nd criti cizes th e court fo r its apparent indif­
fe re nce to repo rt. th a t th e Sardar Sa rO\'a r p roject wo ul d 
disp la ce ha lf a milli o n p eople. 

Meanw hil e, in Gujarat State, CP]'s sources rep or t 
th a t virtually all bookstores have pulled copies of Roy's 
boo k for fea r o f violent reprisal. Last week, activists from 
the two m os t powerful political parties in India , th e 
Cong rl'SS l'ilrty a nd the ruling Bha ratiya Janata Party (RJP), 
h e ld d e nwns tratio n s co nd e mnin g Ro y fo r he r a nt i­
Narm a d a v ie ws. O n June 22, me mbe rs of th e vo uth w ing 
ul the L\> 11 g re~~ !'a rty burned ;.cver,l l cop u~;, o l /lie Grt'll/rl 

l 'r> /111111111 r;p()(f , ilnd y,,n l h <'n ngn-'-;-; pn•s id e n t. lli ma h inl> 

New York, 
Ju ly 2H, ILJ<Jl;) 

Patel, threatened that " If within the nex t 24 h ours, all 
[Roy's ] irresponsibl e, a nti d evelopment books a r e no t 
w ithdrawn from the shelves, the books tores will have 
to face the wrath of angry Youth Co ngressm en." The BJF''s 
youth w ing he ld a s imila r d em o ns tra tio n on Saturday, 
July 24 . In thi s climate o f ex tr e m e intolerance, th e 
renowne d Gujarati writer Ashwini Bhatt was unable to 
find a publisher willing to rel ease a Gujarati edition of 
Roy's essay, and is now planning to publis h the boo k 
himself. 

How ever, CPJ fea rs that dis tributio n of the book 
will be extraordinarily difficult, and even d a nge rous. 

As an organization o f jo urnali s ts dedicated to th e 
defense of press freed o m a round the l·vorld, CPJ is d is­
mayed tha t the powers held by India's Supreme Cour t 
a nd by Gujarat's p o litical lead e rs hip .are be ing used to 
s tamp o ut di ssent o n a matter o f vital public interest. 

CPJ respectfully urges Your Excellency to u se the 
p ower of your o ffi ce to condemn the actions taken by the 
Youth Congress as well as by m e mbe rs of your own 
political party to threa te n a nd intimid a te booksto re 
ow ners a nd p u b li shers in Gujara t, e ffec tively censo ring 
d ebate rega rding th e Sa rd ar Sarovar dam . 

We furth e r request tha t you ins tru c t the Gujara t 
state governm ent to e n s ure that those w ho cho ose to 
display and dis tribute The Grea ter Commnn Good w ill be 
pro tected from violent re prisal. 

CPJ a lso ho pes tl1<1t the Supre me Cou r t w ill up­
hold Articl e 19 of India's cons titutio n , w hi ch g uaran tees 
that " All citizens sha ll have th e ri g ht ... to freedom o f 
speech a nd expressio n ," a nd aba nd o n its pursuit of con­
tempt of court charges aga inst A rundha ti Roy. 

; 1 1111 K. COI"/'L'I' 
Exec uti ve D irecto r 

( nrnrrJ;If,~ro In f',·nfr-. ,~t foflrndli.;fc.· 

:no Scvl'nl h !\ I'L' Ilue, Nt:>w Yn rl-., 
NY 1000 1 US /\ . Plw ne: (2 12) 46'1- 1004 
F.rc (2 12) 4n5-lJ5ntl Web: 11 ·w~y._fr-j.un; 
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'' 21 ••• I think ••• er ••• see ••• when 
India was formed ••• in ••• nineteen ••• 
umm ••• nineteen ••• umm ••• when it 
was formed... they had less states 
than they have now ••• er ••• we 
have more states... now... I think 
they added one more... we.... we 
added one more ••• no, two more ••• 
recently ••• it was in the papers ••• not 
all of them ••• some ••• so 21 plus 2 ••• 
that is 23 ••• 23 states ••• without 
including Goa ••• and ••• Delhi ••• Delhi 
is actually seen as the capital ••• not 
a state in the true sense of the 
word ••• constitutionally, it is 21 ••• 
but then when you say states ••• it is 
23 ••• yes ••• no! ••• sorry ••• there is 
Andaman... and Pondicherry ••• '' 

~~. ~;-~!~!~;~;;;;-;-. ''"""~ 
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Reflections Serious and Facetious 

After The Papal Visit 

The most curious thing con­
cerning the Papal visit was the 
low-key reaction it evoked in the 
mainline English press. His arrival 
barely made it to the front pages of 
the papers . Only after he left was 
there a front-page photograph and 
some barely adequate coverage 
about the thrust of the Asian synod 
document. 

This was quite unambiguous 
that "Evangelisation", will go on, 
the word being qualitatively differ­
ent from conversion. The first, 
means to make known the life and 
teachings of Jesus without necessar­
ily culminating in a formal change 
of faith. Conversion does involve 
formal change of faith. Here again, 
the spokesperson of the Vatican, 
was clear that legitimate conver­
sions will go on. And tha t freedom 
of conscience to pursue one 's reli ­
gion I changeover to another is a 
fundamental human right. 

Last year, during the inci­
dents in the Dangs, and the murder 
of Rev . Sta ines and his sons , the 
Press played a very positive role in 
espousing the good work done by 
Christians. This time, the coverage 
was "mixed" . Editorials wrote the 
right things: But 'lead' articles, were 
generally anti-Catholic. At least one 
was anti-Papacy not just anti-pope, 
the author being learned enough, to 
quote from a newly-released book 
which a pparen tly dea ls with Pius 
XIT and his Se mi tic mind-set, which 
kep t the Lhurch neutral, V IS a V IS rne 
jews and Hitler during World War 
ll. 

This is a controversial area, 
but it may be added that Golda 
Meir, a Prime Minister of Israel, 
spoke kindly of Pius XII. 

Role of the Government 
If T am not wrong, the invi­

tation to the Pope was extended 
during the tenure of the Gujral gov­
ernment. It was gracious of th e 
NDA. not to cancel the visit when 
the BJP segment of the NDA, cer­
tainly knew the rumpus it would 
set off, in the Sangh Parivar. The 
whole visit must have been one of 
great tension, for the Prime Minister 
and Home Minister. Having con­
ceded this, it may be added, that 
the government appeared to have 
acted correctly but without the 
warmth, which the Pope found on 
his first visit. They were placed in 
a quandary : If the visit had been 
cancelled, the worst impressions of 
the minorities would have been 
confirmed. If something disastrous 
had happened, the government 
would have been condemned, in the 
eyes of the world. It has not acquit­
ted itself too badly. 

Article 19 
I personally was conscious of 

a double standard in my own mind. 
When protagonists of Tibet, were 
caned, during the visit of a Chinese 
dignitary. I felt outraged. Yet, I was 
anxious, that no demonstrations 
should mar the Pope's visit. Article 
19 guarantees freed o m of speech 
a nd express io n; a lso move men t 
mrougnout .tne tern tury 0 1 m u tct. 

This is subjec t to many restraining 
provisos, one of which, is friendly 
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relations with a foreign State . Af­
ter Rajiv Gandhi was killed, by a 
live human-bomb, the government 
was right in using the restraining 
clauses of Article 19, rather than the 
freedoms guaranteed therein . 

Political Fallout 
As the Pope was obviously 

ill, and as the Vatican is 
ex traordinarily well informed of 
local politics, he could have opted 
out of the visit, when he saw the 
controversy he was creating . 
Christians, hitherto, never in the 
news were being singled out for 
attack- their very works of mercy 
turned against them. The Pope was 
the victim of a failed political 
assassination before, and stood the 
risk of another such attempt, in the 
climate of hatred which was 
beginning to surround the visit . He 
chose to come courtin g p ossibl e 
martyrdom. So that , (in my 
reading), the eyes of th e world 
would be trained on the plight of 
the minorities in India under the 
NDA government, with its majority 
BJP segment. Except tha t the word 
'conversion', which implies formal 
change of faith has been changed 
to 'evangelisation', meaning 
bringing the knowledge of Christ to 
others, he has yielded nothing of the 
core Christian Doctrine. 

Vatican Spokespersons 
Two o f th em appeared on 

StaJ TV. They said that the Pope's 
social teaching was in favour of the 

. : ~ , 
l ll U Ll VVU1!U 1 U l ~-u-U,I:J UlC:: J.lLH L U U1 4 

tries of the n o rthern sp here. 
How ever, like Mo ther Teresa, his 
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theological clone, his idea of 
inculturation does not include ar­
tificial contraception, even in Third 
World countries with a pressin g 
population problem . Both the 

Tibet 

Because China was a "great" 
power, while Tibet was n o t, the 
world, generally, did little to make 
China vacate its invasion. Like the 
Holocaust of the Jews in Nazi Ger­
many, the silence of the free world 
became virtually a kind of complic­
ity, with the unlawful intrusion of 
the invader, into a peaceful coun­
try: the world's rooftop Shangri Ia. 
[ was a teenager, when Russian 
tanks rolled into Hungary, and little 
more than that, when the Chinese 

Vatican and Mother Teresa frowned 
on the use of condoms, to combat 
AIDS. They believe in the perfect­
ibility of human nature: that man 
and woman, only seek sex in mar-

overran Tibet. It would seen tha t 
even then, my mind had some p lace 
in it, for people and values, while 
the thru s t of m y thinking was al­
ways, then , as now, fo r th e 
underdog. Hungar y has finally 
come out of the Russian 's iron em­
brace. Tibet remains under th e 
suzerainty of China. The worst part 
of this situation, is, that the new 
generation that comes to adulthood, 
w ill no t remember free Tibet and 
agitate for it. A development which 

riage. The Vatican spokespersons, 
admitted, that this position will not 
change in the tenure of the present 
Pope. 

no doubt, China anticipated. lt has 
installed a fake "Panchan Lama" of 
its own though the Dalai Lama had 
anointed his own candidate, based 
on the Buddhist belle£: that rebirth 
manifests itself by signs which wi ll 
be recognised by the authorised 
person (in this case, the Dalai 
Lama.) That justice delayed , is jus­
ti ce d enied, applies as much to 
international law, as to p ersona l 
s truggles vis-a-vis courts, in general. 
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Time for Introspection 
Bhanu Pratap Singh 

Social ist gigantism has given way to capitalist gigantism. 

Though our p o liticians are 
trying hard to create the impression 
that we are now moving ahead at 
a much faster rate towards 
prosperity and will soon emerge as 
a great industrial power, the rea lity 
is that we are moving towards a 
more un equal and explosive 
society. 

India has n o d oubt made 
some progress, if we compare our 
present with our past. But if we 
compare our present with the con­
temporary world, we find that we 
have lagged further behind, than 
where we were, say 50 years ago. 
In 1950-51, in terms of GOP, India 
occupied the 10th position in the 
world , now she ranks 15th. In 1950, 
India 's share in world exports was 
2 perce nt, n ow it is only 0.6 p er 
cent. A small country like S. Korea 
is now ahead of India, both in GOP 
and exports. 

Some Bare Facts 
It a lso needs to be rea lised, 

that m ere grow th in na tional in­
come does no t necessarily ensure 
the well-being of the nation, par­
ti cularly so, if the bulk o f th e 
increase in natio nal income goes 
into the pocke ts of the already well­
to-do. Can our politicians deny the 
fo llow ing fac ts? 

• That th e number u f pe i~ l)i1~, 

living beh)w the poverl y level 
111 iliLll<l hd~ 11\ Cft::dSt:u Ill I cLL: ll l 

years, instead of decreas ing. . 
• That plnn expe ndi ture nn Ag-

riculture, Rural Development 
and Irriga tion, which was 37% 
of the to tal plan expenditure 
during the First Plan, has been 
reduced to Jess than 20% dur­
ing the Ninth Plan. The gross 
capital formation in agriculture 
which was 18% in1980-81, had 
sharply declined to about only 
8% in 1997-98. That is why, the 
overall growth rate o f agricul­
ture (all crops) is now reduced 
to less than what it was in the 
pre-green revolution days. Also 
the growth rate in foodgrains 
productio n during the last 5 
yea rs has been slower than the 
g rowth rate of populatio n , 
which ha s resulted in m o re 
und ern o uri sh m en t o f our 
people. The percentage of our 
malnourished children, below 
the age of 5, has been estimated 
to be 66%, the highes t in the 
world, except that in Bangia 
Oesh which is 68%. 

• That th e orga nis ed sector 
(priva te and public combined ) 
has fail ed to generate additional 
jobs, even a t the rate of one per 
cent p e r annum, w h ile our 
p opulation has been increasing 
a t the ra te of 1.8 per cent p er 
a nnum. The farm sec tor too, on 
accoun t of ca pital shortage, has 
fa il e d to ge ne rate mor e 
e mployment, lead in g lu large 
SGlle exncl us of povertv-stri cken 
and unemployed persons, from 
v ill ages to th e a lready 
overcrowded c iti es. 

Freedom First October- December .1999 

• That the re has been growin g 
disparity in average annual per 
capita incomes of agriculturists 
and non-agriculturis ts. It was 
1:2 in 1950-51, 1:3 in 1970-71 
and is now more than 1:5. 

e That the illiteracy rate in rura l 
areas is 86.6 per cent hig her 
than in c iti es (rural 55.8%, 
urban 29 .9%). Be tw een 197 1 
and 1996, neither the number of 
prima r y schools, n o r th e 
number of teachers in th ese 
schools, has increased in 
proportion to the increase in the 
rural population of the country. 
The result is, that the pupil­
teacher ratio in villages has now 
reached 64:1. This has made the 
imparting of proper education 
to rural children almost 
impossible. That is why, 39.58% 
o f those who get enrolled in 
class I, dro p out before th ey 
pass class V, and 54.14% before 
they pass class VITI . The qua lity 
of education at a ll le vel s, in 
schools and colleges, fund ed by 
the government, have sharply 
d eclined. 

• That the infant m ortality rate in 
villages is 66.7% higher than in 
cities (rural 80, urba n 48 per 
1000 live births). The death ra te 
is olso near ly 50 % hi g her in 
' Llloges than in c iti es. o 

tra in ed med ica l at tention is 
ava tlabl e to <+b. ! to oJ lHdlje t;,, 

during the ir last s ickness, be­
fore d ea th; w hereas in cit ies, 
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this percentage is only 14.1% 
(mos tly slum-dwellers, who 
h ave mi g rated to cities in 
search of employmen t). 

• Tha t the crime situa tion in the 
co untr y has rap idl y 
deter iorated . 

Neglect of Rural India 
Unemployment, poverty, 

and eve n crime are the conse­
quences of d efec tiv e plannin g . 
These cannot be eradicated by illu­
sory promises, or even distribution 
of s tate chari ty. Only fas ter growth 
of agriculture, has the po tential to 
resolve our two major problems of 
poverty and unemployment. The 
crime situa tion will ease with the 
reduction in poverty and unem­
ploym en t . But a ll this will n ot 
happen, till a more equitable policy 
is adopted toward s th e rural 
masses, most of whom are agricul­
turists . During the last 10 yea rs, 
w hosoever has been in office at the 
Centre- including the BJP-led gov­
e rnment, had promised to 
announce a National Agricultural 
Policy. But all of them have fail ed 
to do so. Why? The Government of 
Japan had enunciated its Agricul­
tural Policy, in just one sentence: "It 
would be the government's respon­
s ibility to rais e agricultural 
productivity, and to close the gap 
in incomes and welfare amongst the 
fnrm and non-farm p eople". Why 
can't o ur government adopt th e 
same policy? Even our Constitution 
has direc ted tha t dispari ties in in­
comes and welfare be reduced . The 
only difficulty is, that our politicians 
da re nol go aga ins t the vested in­
teres ts of the cou ntry, which are. 
benefit ting at the cost o f our agri ­
culturists. 

Neglect of Education 
Bot h under Nehru 's soCJc1 1-

ism , a nd o ur recent po li cy of 
libe r<1 lisn lion, lmme1n developme nt 
has bee n g ross ly neg lec ted . The 

quality of education makes or mars 
the future of any individual, and 
collectively, of the nation as a 
w hole. This is also the most effec­
tive means to promote social justice. 
While it is no t possible to equally 
distribute the physica l asse ts of the 
country, intellectual asse ts ca n be 
made ava ilab le to all. 
Universalisation of education is also 
essential for control of popula tion, 
and faster adoption of the new tech­
niques of prod uction, both in 
industry as well as in agriculture. 
That is why, it was directed in our 
Constitution, tha t within ten years 
of its adoption, educa tion will be 
made free and compulsory for all 
children between the ages of six and 
fourteen yea rs. But this directive 
has no t been implemented , even 
a fter fifty yea rs of Swaraj. Again the 
difficulty is financial. Against the 
world average of expenditure on 
education at 5.2 per cent of the 
GOP, our expenditure on educa tion 
does not exceed 3.8 per cent of our 
GOP. The reason is that very little 
is le ft with the Government, after 
meeting its interest payments and 
the ever- increasing demands of its 
administra tive and political outfits. 
The extravagence o f our Central 
Government is evident from only 
two facts : that its to tal expenditure 
is now nearly two-thirds more than 
its revenue receipts; and that its 
interest payments now exceed its 
tota l plan expend iture. 

The New Path 
The bas ic defect in the 

d evelopment stra tegy, pursued so 
far is tha t we have been indulging 
in gigantism, es tablishing large sca le 
·e nte rpri ses, cons tru ct ing huge 
h yd ro-e lec tri c ple1nts, and at th e 
~ame time ~.· r e,iling tlw brgcs t nnd 
lhe leas t produ live burcaucrnti c 
~trLIULl t e 111 Lll~ 1vu1kl. ; ,, L;,, "b., ;; 
this, we have ignored the common 
man, his needs e1nd asp irationt.. The 
recent policy changes in the name 
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of economic reforms, will not alter 
this s ituation . All th at has been 
d one is to facilita te the entry of 
foreign capital and technology in 
our country, hopefully for more 
efficient u tilisation of our na tural 
resources. This in itse lf may no t be 
w rong, but this w ill not lead to any 
significant improvement in the lo t 
of the common people, who are not 
in a position , either lo buy shares 
in the huge co mpanies being 
floa ted; or the eliti st goods that 
th ese will be producin g. In fact, 
socialist gigantism has given way 
to capitalist gigantism . Excluding 
only some territories like Singapore, 
Hongkong, etc., no big country has 
ever succeeded in m akin g real 
progress, unl ess it had first 
developed its human and 
agricultura l resources . The USA, 
Europe, Japan, S. Korea, and even 
China, had fir s t d eve1oped th eir 
human resources and agriculture, 
before indulging in gigantism. 

At least from now on, we 
should pursue the pa th of human­
ism, i.e. of ensuring the well -being 
of the na tion as a whole, and not 
merely of its upper strata. Human­
ism is based on the belief, tha t the 
progress of any country, ultimately 
depends on the know ledge and 
character of its people, and not on 
what it can get from abroad . We 
should pay more atten ti on to de­
ve lop o ur own knovv ledge and 
capabilities, ins tea d of depending 
on outsid e help, which will never 
be unconditiona l. The qu ality of life 
and productivity of our people will 
improve, only when everyone born 
in the country, ge ts equal opportu­
niti e to lea rn , work, a nd receive 
remun eration , accord in g to a na­
tionally acceptable equ itable po licy 
on pri ces and in come~ . 

~.1 \., n r: .'.~:r• n rt \ 'r\f l C' I I\.!r' 11 \...;, f n rn1 f" r 

U n ion 1\linis tc r for Agriculture. H e led the 
Swa lanlra Party in th e U.P. Assembly for a 
number of years . 
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Self-reliance: the keynote of our independence 
Long before we won our freedom, 

self-reliance was the goal of those of our 
people who could think for themselves 
and shed the shackles of dependence : 
men of foresight and determination, like 
Ardeshir and Pirojsha Godrej, who had 
confindence in the country's capabilities 
and shared the same ideals with Tilak, 
Tagore, Gandhi and Nehru who practised 
self-reliance. 

In Godrej , self-reliance has been 
considered indispensable to progress, 
the aim being not just self-sufficiency for 

the orgainsation but for the whole 
country. Progress can only be achieved 
in a milieu of progress. 

Based on our country's needs, and 
exploiting the country's own resources, 
Godrej have diversified. 

Made to international standards and 
backed by continous technical innova­
tion, their products range from locks and 
security equipement, machine tools, 
forklift trucks, architecture and steel 
castings to furniture, typewriters, 
refrigerators, computers and electronic 

business systems as well as soaps, 
detergents, toiletries, chemicals, animal 
feeds, agro-products and edible oils. 

The Godrej industrial garden 
township at Vikhroli-Pirojshanagar· is ·an 
example of self-reliance and progress. 
For their worker Godrej have provided -
in a unique environment - many social 
benefits : extensive housing, schools , 
and adult education, recreation, medical 
and family-planning benefits .. 

Self-reliance is both a means and 
an end. 

For Godrej it is the essence of independence. 

' ~ ..... 
,.< ~- .... . 
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Be Lean, not Mean 
V. C. Visw anathan 

Chief Executives must be people of great vision and statesmanlike 
qualities, not street smart bullies , hatchet men or petty politicians. 

One obnoxio us expression 
which has become part of manage­
ment lexicon in recent times is the 
expression, ' lean and mean' . CEOs 
proudly proclaim that they are 
transforming their organisations to 
become lean and mean. I can un­
derstand the need for organisations 
to be lean and efficient especially 
if they are over-manned, slow, 
bureaucratic, unresponsive and 
suffer from symptoms of obsoles­
cence. But I do not see how 
desirable it is for organisa tions to 
be mean . If the stakeholders - be 
they employees, customers, suppli­
ers, shareholders, the government 
or the general public - perceive a 
company's management to be 
mean, does it help? 

I looked up five dictionaries 
- Oxford. Cambridge, Webster, 
World Book and Random House 
for meanings of the word, 'mean'. 
The most common were: ignoble, 
poor character, greedy, unscrupu ­
lo us, s mall-mind ed, p e tty, s tin gy 
se lfish, shabby, inferior in quality, 
low-grade, mali cious, ill-tempered , 
vicious, cruel, synonymous with 
base, contemptible, despicable, sor­
did. I wonder if any company 
would like to be ide ntified with 
these qu a lities. 

l' arad nx icCi ll y , w hil e tlw 
CEUs say they want their compa­
nit''-' I " IH' ]P,ln <l nrl llH'<ln ih t>v 
s p e nd h uge s ums of m o ney t<l 
p roject th e mselves as good corpo­
ra tl' citizv ns. Th ey w o uld like the 
public to believe that they Clre com-

mitted to values and excellence in 
quality- of products and customer 
services. It makes no sense. 

What is needed are honest, 
courageous a nd tough-minded 
CEOs who are transformati onal 
leaders, not weak, mean-minded, 
manipulative managers . Chief Ex­
ecutives must be people of great 
vision and statesmanlike qualities, 
not street smart bullies, hatchet men 
or petty politicians. 

In fact, th e m ost e ffec tiv e 
organisation is where the CEO ex­
pects and demands everyone to act 
like the CEO of his or her job func­
tion, accepting to tal responsibility 
and ow n e rs hip . That calls for 
tough-mindedness of the hig hest 
order. Let's examine the qualities 
of a tough-mind ed CEO. 

• He will be tough o n himse lf 
first. No excuses: no passing the 
buck for non-performance. 

• Be ing se lf- co nfid e nt, he does 
not need to take credit for him­
self o r overuse the word, I. He 
will seldom talk about himself. 

• He will never talk poorly of his 
s ubordi nates . H e w ill be a 
team-builder. 

• l-Ie will no t try to manipu ble 
people. 

• l-I e ll'i l llll_~ s trDighl i11 l1i ~ Lie.,l ­
in g ~ Wil h ot h t-'J"'i . IHl[ UVt' li V 

Lll jJ I(H11 Ci liC o r S U)-',,11_). l ie lV II I 

not be a ' phon ey '. 

• H will be nssc rl iv -', ne ith e r 
aggress ive no t submissive. 
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• He will never trample on oth­
ers' fee lings and try to destroy 
their self-esteem. 

• He will not be an appeaser, nor 
be a yes-man. He will stand up 
for his convictions. 

• He will listen to other people's 
points of view and welcome 
honest differences of opinion . 

• He will stick to strict standards 
of self-discipline in his personal 
life, habits and work. 

• He will be courageous in own­
ing up his mistakes and will not 
hesitate to accept responsibility 
for the consequences. 

• Being conscious of the value of 
time, he will never waste his or 
o ther people's time on mean­
ing less activities. 

• He will give great impor tance 
to the continuous al l round de­
velopment of himself and his 
people. 

• He will encourage teamwork 
and dea l ruthlessly with peopl t> 
who play politics and waste 
time plotting, working about, 
imagining, and defending one 
another's hidden agendas. 

• He will not give a quarter to 
sycophants and will not keep 
yes- men around him, e pecial ly 
those who are out to serve their 
ulo\' 11 end s. 

• lie will keep open cnmmunica­
tin" , ... i ~h '"''\nnl P 

• lie will walk his tal k. Iii::. d eed s 
- a nd no t hi s w o rd s - will 
speak o f his integrity. l-I e knows 
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that management by integrity 
is not only possible and work­
able, but in reality there is no 
substitu te for it. 

• I3eing a person of strong char­
acter, he will exude confidence 
and radiate warmth and fellow 
feeling towards his people. 

• He will make sure that every­
one knows the what, where, 
when, who, how, and- above 
all - the why ·of their jobs and 
what the organisation's vision, 
mission and goals are. 

• Knowing that 'management is 
essentially the development of 
p eople, not the direction of 
things', he will make it opera­
tional in the way he manages. 

• He will create a climate condu­
cive to innovation, creativity 
and joy of work in all facets of 
the business. 

Oren Harari, the well-known 
writer on management says: "To be 
an effective leader, you don' t have 
to be a hero with all the answers, 
an d you d on ' t ha ve to be a cop 
overseeing clones .. . Your job is to 
create an environment where your 
people take on responsibility to 
work productively in self-managed, 
self-starting teams that identify and 
solve complex problems on their 
own ... If you concentrate on doing 
this, you ' ll find that yo ur peo ple 
will need you only for periodic 
guida nce and inspiration, w hich 
frees you to spend your time con­
fronting big-picture, common-fate 
sort of strategic and organisational 
issues." Such an environment can 
never be created in an organisation 
tha t se ts out to be mean. 

MR. V. C. VISWANATH AN is Advi s or, 
1\'l arkcling, J. K. Industries. Lld. 
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up on a disk somewhere. 

From the Inte rnet 
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Untrained People's Representatives 

One gets more and more 
disgusted reading in the newspa­
pers the fast deterioration in the 
pattern of day-to-day proceedings 
in Parliament, Assembl ies and 
Municipal Corporations. The intel­
lectuals in particular are moving 
more and more away from our 
political system and may gradu­
ally lose faith in the system itself. 
The standards of behaviour being 
seen in all these institutions is a 
matter of concern because the 
behaviour of our representatives 
and the functioning of all these 
democratic institutions vitally affect 
the interests of each and every 
citizen of the country. Issues raised 
in all these institutions often come 
out in the streets and law enforc­
ing agencies, which are otherwise 
deployed to take care of the in­
terests of the people, are kept at 
the service of the people's repre­
sentatives. Enormous amounts of 
money and manpower needed to 
maintain law and order on the eve 
of many a political rally is an ulti­
mate burden on the common 
man. 

Politicians and bureaucrats 
are two sides of a coin and un­
less both func tion in an orderly and 
coordinated manner, the system 
fails. While, the administrative wing 
is trained through the Administra­
tive College and other institutions, 
the other equally important politi ­
cal wing is without any training. The 
bureauc racy is perceived as sub­
ordinate to the people's 
representatives resulting in eve r 
inc reasing politic al interfP-rence, 
thus weakening the administration. 
Since a ll those who consti ute 
Parliament. Assemblies and Munici­
pal Corporations are poli t ic al 
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Suresh Bankeshwar 

managers of these institutions, 
necessary training in how to man­
age political institutions is most 
essential. 

With the rapid growth in the 
communications media and the 
satell ite 1V channels' coverage of 
live political events of othe r 
countries of the world, people at 
home are bound to compare the 
calibre and performance of our 
political institutions with those in 
other parts of the world. Tra ining, 
therefore, is sure to improve the 
performance of ou r people's 
representatives. 

Such training may include 
imparting knowledge on various 
political systems operating in the 
world, the origin of our democracy, 
the difference between 
referendum and the electoral 
college system, various traits of 
fa ilure and success of leadership, 
the art of communicati o n to 
influence decision making and the 
art of conducting meetings. 
Experts in Human Development 
should evolve appropriate syllabus 
on all these matte rs so a s to 
improve the present standards o f 
functioning of o ur democratic 
institutions. 

The existing oath taken by 
our elected representatives needs 
to be suitably amended to include 
a solemn promise of fo llowing 
peaceful and non-vio lent meth­
ods as well as a promise to upl1old 
the dignity and honour o f the 
rnu11try in tile gyes of the NOtlrl 

community. 

Mr. Suresh Bankeshwar is a banker. 



From the In ternet 

The Parable of the Starfish 
Once upon a time there was a w ise man that 

used to go to the ocean to do his writing. He had a 
habit of walking on the beach before he began his 
work. 

One day he was walking along the shore. As 
he looked down the beach, he saw a human figure 
moving like a dancer. He smiled to himself to think 
of someone who would dance to the day. So he be­
gan to wa lk fas ter to ca tch up . 

As he go t closer, he saw that it was a young 
man and the young man wasn't dancing, but instead 
he was reaching down to the shore, picking up some­
thing and very gently throwing it into the ocean . As 
he go t closer he called out, "Good mornin g! What 
are you doing?" 

The young man paused, looked up and replied, 
"Throwing s tarfish in the ocea n." 

"I guessed that, but why are you throwing star­
fish in the ocean?" 

"The sun is up and the tide is going out. And 
if I don't throw them in they'll die ." 

" But, young man, d on ' t you realize that there 
are miles and miles of beach and sta rfish all along 
it. You can't possibly make a difference!" 

The young man listened politely. Then bent 
down and picked up ano ther s tarfish. He threw it 
into the sea, past the breaking waves and sa id-"[t 
made a difference for tha t one." 

There is something very special in each and 
every person tha t we mee t. We have all been gifted 
with the ability to make a difference in ano ther 
person's life. And if we can becom e aware of tha t 
gift, we gain through the s trength o f our visions the 
power to shape the future. 

We must each find our starfish . And if we 
throw our stars wisely and well, the world will be 
blessed. 

For every ache and pain 

Amrutanjan is a n ame tru s t e d for over 100 years . The range 

inc I! 1dPs Amrula nja n P a in B a lm , A mruta nj a n S trong and Draqon 

Liqu id B a lm whic h o ffe rs re l ie f fo r a va ri e t y o f ach es a n d p a ins . 

.. - . . . . ~~ - . . . 

. ·. We un·derstand pain 
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-~· ... ·-.. · BOOK REVIEWS 
SWITCHING CHANNELS: IDE­
OLOGIES OF TELEVISION IN 
INDIA by Nilanjana Gupta; Ox­
ford University Press, YMCA 
Library Building, Jaisingh Road, 
New Delhi-110001; 1998; pp.155; 
Rs. 395. 

THE IMPACT OF TELEVISION 
ADVERTISING ON CHILDREN 
by Namita Unnikrishnan and 
Shailaga Bajpai , Sage Publica­
tions India Pvt. Ltd., M 32 Greater 
Kailash Market-1, New Delhi-
110048; 1996; pp.426; Rs.250. 

' '~ ~ ~ 
" IMPACT:;. 
"'~;,;o~ 

~~ OF 
., TELEVISION 

f~~~~, 
Reviewed by 

Dr. Suman Oak 

Recently I happened to read 
two books on the electronic mass 
media : "Switching Channels: Ideolo­
gies of Television in India" by 
Nilanjana Gupta, and " Impact of 
Television Advertising on Chil­
dren" by Namita Unnikrishnan and 
Shailaja Bajpai. Both books are the 
outcome of research work in an 
area, where so far very little aca­
d emic work has been done. 

Switching Channels 
The first book by Nilanjana 

Gupta, published by the Oxford 
University Press in 1998, tries to 
find out how television has affected 
th e h o rne, the family, and th e 
individua l and its r ole in our 
community. Tt g ives a brief account 
o f th e history of te lev is io n 
(in clu d ing its predece so rs - th e 
rad io a nd th e_ print media) all ovpr 

. the world and shows that a ·nation's 
telecasting system d eve lops and 
changes in conso nan ce with th e 
changin g id eo logical and politica l 

structure of the respective 
communities. Although each nation 
has its own ideological and political 
structure quite distinct from other 
nations, the huge investments 
needed to set up and sustain 
telecasting systems lead to the 
virtual domination of a few major 
broadcasting systems. The initial 
state control of the media gradually 
g ives way to contro l b y th e 
co mmercial corpora tions and th e 
m e dia conglomerates. As 
te lecas ting s lips o ut of 
government's control, the original 
triad of education, information and 
entertainment as the main aims of 
te lecas ting gives way to a profit 
oriented commercia I proposi tion. 
The m edia co n g lome rates even 
ma na ge to thro w their we ig ht 
behind certain politicians who agree 
with th e ir co nvic ti o ns a nd tlwi · 
patriotism . Whenever the media · 
happens to be s till und e r s tate 
co ntro l it he lp s unite an 
economica lly, cultura lly, socia ll y 
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diverse country, through popular 
progra ms but thes e prog rams 
unwittingly impose cultural , 
political and social values of the 
ruling elite, as happened in the case 
of India where, in the initial stages, 
television programs were packed 
with classical music and dance and 
se rials d epic ting middle class 
culture and values, all in Hindi that 
being the national language. 

Besides examining the con­
trol o f th e telecasting m edia 
Nilanjana also takes stock of vari­
ous o ther aspects of televis ion in 
India . She describes h ow radio 
broadcasting and later telecasting 
policies which were initially formu­
lated in consonance with the s ta te's 
overall ideological thrust at tha t 
time, changed as the concept of the 
state's role in the polity changed . 
Here she traces the history of the 
process of broadcasting and tele­
casting and the policies that 
d etermined the kind of programs 
- right from the es tab lishment of 
All India Radio and its programs, 
through Doordarshan and its pro­
grams like Krishidarshan (for rural 
areas), the Satellite Instructional 
Television Experiment (SITE in 
1975), the University Grants Com­
miss ion Highe r Education Projec t 
ca lled Countrywide Classroo m (in 
1984) to the present virtual take 
over by Star TV and Zee TV. 

Also discussed in detail are: 
Issues of government control (or 
interference) vs . autonomy of the 
m edi a; the basic problems of lit­
eracy, hea lth and hygiene and more 
complex socia l issues like cas tes and 
religious co mmittees ap!Jo inled lu 

del iberate nn lh e~e issues; there­
ports made as well as va rious rules, 
reg ulations and b ills tha t were en­
v isaged o r brough t into be ing in 
accordance w ith the changing po-
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litical scenario. In this historical 
account she has not ignored the 
technological advances that facili­
tated the development of telecasting 
in India. 

Nilanjana very effectively 
discusses the positive and negative 
influence of television on the lives 
of peop le from all walks of life 
based on a survey of 180 house­
holds of West Bengal. 

Tbe Impact of Television Adver­
tising on Cl1ildren 

Earlier, similar research with 
a different aim, i.e. to investigate 
the impact of television advertising 
on children was conducted in the 
Delhi metropolitan area by Namita 
Unnikrishnan and Shailaja Bajpai, 
and its report was published by 
Sage Publications in 1996. 

This book reflects the 
growing sense of unease and 
helplessness caused by advertising 
on te levision that shapes our 
consciousness, especially of our 
children who b ecom e addicts of 
these advertisements. None of these 
adver tisements depict in a ny 
manner, the life tha t our poverty 
stricken children lead in the villages 
and the urban slums, or even the 
middle class homes of India. Nor 
do they care for any values Indians 
cherish . Th eir tar ge t is the rich, 
urban elite. 

Here they simply spin a web 
of consumerism with the sole aim 
of making profit, and more profit. 
The research gives special attention 
to children because they are the 
ones w ho are most likely readi ly to 
accept the view of life and hanker 
for the lifestyle promo ted by TV 
adve rti s in g. Th e s lud y lh e refor , 
in ves tigates bo th TV adver tising 
ilself as we.ll as Llte rdaliuu::.lt qJ 
between the chi ld and Lhe TV set 
tha t conveys ideas to him or her so 
effec tively. 
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Through surveys and 
children's interviews the research 
project studies the relation between 
various aspects o f TV watching 
such as time spent in TV watching, 
types of progra ms watched, and 
their effect on children's other fac­
ulties and familial relationships. It 
tries to address important questions 
such as: What kind of image and 
lifestyle TV advertising promotes; 
does it enforce a sense of social 
responsibility; does it create a true 
and acceptable picture of the adult 
world; in what way does it influ­
ence th e child's values, attitudes 
and aspirations; can eight-year olds 
discern and recognize the distortion 
of the advertising messages? 

The stud y points out the ill 
effects of TV watching on children 
and seeks through its discussion 
to reach out to parents, teachers, 
policy makers and even children to 
initiate a debate on television and 
advertising. 

The writers of bo th these 
books agree that TV and TV adver­
tise ments prom o te and portray 
Western life, ignoring the hardships 
of Indian life, and refl ec t a heavily 
westernized e th os, which also 
means an economy, dominated by 
market forces and consumerism. 
Both these phenomena are alien to 
a country like India, materially less 
d eveloped and culturally and tra ­
ditionally altogether different fro m 
the Wes t. The problem becom es 
severe because the electronic media 
with its emotiona l appea l panders 
to our raw and crude drives like 
greed, aggressiveness, domination, 
exhibitionism, sex and addiction 
and requires to be addressed im­
mediately. It has a lready s ta rted 
p laying h<-1voc w ith our va lue sys­
tem, in its drive towards its vers ion 
r, f Ill''~ "rn i " 

.1· 

DR. SU MAN OAK taught in the Educati on 
Coll ege of the SNDT University, Mumbai . 
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NON-ALIGNMENT AS A FAC­
TOR IN INDO-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS : THE NEHRU ERA 
by Parvathi Vasudevan; Kalinga 
Publications, Delhi; 1996; pp.205; 
Rs.300. 

Reviewed by 
Dr. Lionel Fernandes 

This book surveys Indo-U.S. 
relations over the seventeen-odd 
years of Jawaharlal Nehru 's stew­
a rd s hip of ind ependent India's 
affairs . It focuses on the Nehruvian 
policy of non-alignment as a key 
determinant in the roller-coaster 
relationship that evolved between 
India and the United States during 
the ad mini s tra tio ns of Truman, 
Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson . 
The relationship was never an easy 
one despite the fact that a common 
adherence to d emocracy sho_uld 
have served to bond the world 's 
larges t d em ocracy a nd its.mosl 
powerful one much closer than was 
actually the case. The fact of the 
matter was that America's evangeli­
ca l fervour did no t blend easi ly 
with India's cosmic approach to 
international affairs. Both India and 
th e United States we re pursuin g 
realpoliti k objec tiv es w ithin the 
matri x nf an id eologica l subterfuge 
Lh ut f;:1i led to curry convict i<l n with 
the other and that occasioned fre­
~JULI l dl! i·llll! y . 

Vasud evan takes us from th l' 
origins of non-alig nment in th e bt-



ter 'forties through the vicissitudes 
of the 'fifties upto the end of the 
Nehru era in 1964. After dwelling 
on what one might term the 'phi­
losop h y of non -alignment', she 
touches on issues that illustrate the 
nitty-gritty of the policy as put into 
opera tion both on the domestic and 
foreign fronts. While weighing the 
pros and cons of non-alignment she 
clearly takes a stand in its favour 
though she does endeavour to give 
its critics a fair hearing. However 
one ca nno t but discern a certain 
ambiguity bordering on equivoca­
tion on her assertion that "The 
non-aligned nations steadfastly dis­
avow the obligation to strictly steer 
a middle course either philosophi­
ca lly or in the actual conduct of 
foreign policy." In other words one 
can run with the hare and chase 
with the h ounds if one is non ­
aligned! Also surprising is the view 
ascribed to Rana that " ..... India's 
foreign policy at its roots was mar­
ginally influenced by the religious 
confluence of Hinduism, Jainism 
and Buddhism ...... " If a foreign 
policy is influenced at its roots, it 
cannot be so influenced just mar­
ginally but fundamentally, and this 
is too much of a utopian claim to 
make. Be that as it may, Vasudevan 
does make a plausible attempt to 
justify non-alignment on grounds of 
both principle and praxis. Signifi­
cantly, it was only mu ch after the 
emergence of non-alignment that 
the rival Superpowers, first th e 
Soviet Union and then the United 
Sta tes, veered round to th e view 
that it was not such a bad thing 
after all! 

Turning to the crucial issues 
of the Kashmir dispute and of the 
long-standing policy of U.S. arms 
aid lo l ' d"-.i~t,ln , va~udevan arg u e~ 

a lo ng tlw lines o the o:; ta nd tradi ­
tionally tnkeh by India ' s foreign. 
po licy estab lishment. However one 
wond e rs wh e th e r a n ncademi c 
ra ther than a partisan s ta nd co uld 

have better served the purpose of 
throwing light on a ticklish prob­
lem and suggesting possible ways 
out of th e Ind o-Pak gridlock over 
Kashmir et alia. 

An outside observer with no 
axe to grind either on the side of 
India or of Pakistan might legiti­
mately be left with the impression 
that India's case over Kashmir is 
either one of an equal claim to it vis­
a-vis Pakistan at best, or a weaker 
claim at worst. If the former, India 
would have to work out a compro­
mise with Pakistan over Kashmir; 
if the latter, India would be con­
strained to agree to a 
U.N.-mandated plebiscite over 
Kashmir . In either case, a zero-sum 
game as played out by both parties 
to the dispute would not be a vi­
able option. 

Another point that needs 
clarification is whether the United 
Nations viewed the Kashmir prob­
lem in the same light as India did 
at the relevant time. Did it view 
India's case as a dispute or as a 
complaint? If the latter the U.N. 
would have the re lativel y easier 
task of establishing whether aggres­
s ion had been co mmitted against 
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the territory of India and then call­
ing on the aggressor to vacate 
Indian territory. If the former, the 
U .N. would have quite a task on its 
hands as il would have to go into 
the relative merits of the claims of 
both India and Pakistan. It would 
appear that bo th the U.N. and Pa­
kistan viewed Kashmir as disputed 
territory whereas India claimed that 
it was an internal matter in which 
Pakistan had no locus standi. If so, 
why did India take the matter to the 
Security Council in the first place? 
This is a question that Vasudevan 
leaves unanswered. 

Again, in the case of U.S. 
arms aid to Pakistan, it is amazing 
that a country of India's size, p opu­
lation and potential should squeal 
each time a consignment of U.S. 
arms reached its neighbour's 
shores. Does a regional power like 
India have to predicate its security 
policy on what items of military 
hardware are or are not on 
Islamabad's shopping list? And 
where is the p oint in whining and 
wailing over one's rival's defense 
acquisitions when one should be 
putting in place instend n well 
thought-o ut na ti ona I security 
policy? 
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Turning to the end of the 
colonial period, Vasudevan cites the 
instances of the Suez, Hungary and 
Goa as illustrative of India's advo­
cacy of non-alignment and its 
fall-out for Indo-U.S. relations. Her 
treatment of the three cases is fairly 
comprehensive and brings out the 
immense complexities involved in 
steering between the 'Scylla' and 
'Charybdis' of superpower rivalries. 
India tried to be consistent with 
itse lf in each of the three cases 
though its own stakes in Goa were 
of far greater and immediate con­
cern for obvious reasons. Critics 
may fault India 's initial reluctance 
to criticise the Soviet Union for its 
action in Hungary in contrast to the 
alacrity with which it condemned 
the Suez invasion by Britain, France 
and Israel. But then to seek consis­
tency in foreign policy matters is to 
espouse a certain naivety in view­
ing events in the course of which 
even non-alignment might be a 
form of realpolitik. 

While dealing with the Sino­
Indian border dispute leading to the 

hostilities of Oc tober 1962, 
Vasudevan accuses the Chinese of 
'aggression' against India. This is 
an unfortunate term to use as it is 
not so clear that the Chinese 
actually committed aggression 
against India though the latter was 
certain ly at the receiving end both 
militarily and, to some extent, 
diplomatically. If China had 
overrun territory that had been 
effectively administered by the 
Indian Government and had held 
on to the same, if could certainly 
be accused of aggression. This was 
not the case, as much of the rugged 
border running some 2500 miles has 
not been demarcated to date and 
even the British-drawn Mcmahon 
Line was not recognised by the pre­
communist KMT regime which was 
Britain's ally in the Second World 
War. Even the U.S. itself is quoted 
by Vasud evan as never having 
officially endorsed the Mcmahon 
Line, though it rushed to India's 
assistance following Nehru's S.O.S. 
thanks to its anti-Communist 
fervour . However, setting aside the 
question of aggression, Vasudevan 

discusses the challenge to India's 
non-alignment posed by the Sino­
Indian border dispute competently 
and comprehensively, bringing out 
its many paradoxes and dilemmas. 
She is right in claiming th a t the 
debacle vis-a-vis China provided an 
opportunity par excellence to dust off 
the cobwebs formed around non­
alignment. Such a demystification 
was called for precisely to render 
the policy more effective and 
credible. 

Vasudevan's book is ve ry 
readable, informative and thought­
provoking. The printing and get-up 
is neat, though one would ha ve 
liked the publishers to do a more 
thorough job of proof-reading. The 
cited references and source materia l 
are of great help to understand the 
p eriod in question. At a time when 
non-alignment is sought to be 
written off as irrelevant, Vasudevan 
challenges us to look back and think 
again. 

DR. LIONEL FERNANDES is Reader in the 
Department of Civics and Politics, Univer­
sity of Mumbai. 

Women under the Taliban Dispensation 
The Revolutionary Association of the Women 

of Afghanistan (RA WA), have, in a sta tement, called 
upon all the Afghan elements and organisations op­
p osed to fundamentalism and seeking democracy, 
to prevent by al l means both the Jehadi and Taliban 
elements from playing with the fortunes of the Af­
ghan people especially women. 

In a press statement RAWA said that it has 
firm faith that the supremacy of the killers of inno­
cent people of freedom, of democracy, and of 
women's rights could not endure forever. 

The statement sa id that RA WA and o ther pro­
denwcr<J cy peop le of Afghanistan and their jch0di 
t1 ppnnents have no legitimacy beca use both a re tied 

attempts to fuel sectarian, ethnic, linguistic and re­
gional rivalries among people. 

RAWA said that in these circumstances, if the 
United Nations and o ther hum an rights bodies con­
tinue to work fo r a rapproche ment between th e 
belligerents only, as they unfor tunately have been 
doing so far, then it would mea n tha t some coun­
tries are seeking to advance the ir ow n respective 
agendas in Afghanistan. 

If the UN rea lly wants to restore peace to 
Afghanista n it sho uld firs l ha lt the supply of arms 
to the combatants. Later, tangible moves should be 
m<J de to prcp0rc th e grnun for conveni ng <1 brcw dly 
representa tive tr<Jdi tional /\fgh<1 n iirgn or <J sse mbly 
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hum a n and w o me n 's. rights, fre ed c; m und e lec tions. 
de mocracy. ll sa id they canot rise above the ir petly 
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NATIONAL MOVEMENT IN 
TAMIL NADU by N. Rajendran; 
Oxford University Press, Madras; 
1994; pp.l85; Rs .275. 

N.RAJENDRAN 

Reviewed by 
Dr. R. Srinivasan 

For half a century and more, 
it has been customary to describe 
Madras as a benighted presidency. 
Surendranath Banerjea once ob­
served that he could get only a 
score of men to be present at a po­
litical meeting. It is true that Madras 
did not nurture leaders of the stat­
ure of Dadabhai, Tilak or Gokhale . 
But there were public men of ster­
ling worth who built foundation s 
of solidity on which the later nation­
alist edifice was built. It is worth 
recapitulating that Madras had are­
spectable number of delegates in the 
annual Congress conventions. 

The book under review seeks 
to set the historical record straight. 
It examines in d etail the role of the 
nationalists in the Tamil districts 
mainly during the first decade of 
the century when a pulsating na­
tiona I awareness swept over the 
districts and youn g people entered 
th e nati onal mainstream throu g h 
th e id eo logy o f swndesili and ex­
tre mis m. Ma dras has had a lo n g 
expos ure to li beral ism a nd mtlder­
a te id eolo1;ies and in fa ct the older 
lea d ers hip held s teadfast to these 
but even the loya l libera ls could no t 
kee p al oo f fr om so me o f th e 

programmes of the extremists. 

The study explores the im­
p ac t of the extremist wave of 
nationalist movement inspired by 
Tilak, Aurobindo and B. C. Pal and 
how these were to act as a catalyst 
for a new nationalist resurgence. 

New slogans such as swadeshi 
and boycott were to become popu­
lar and this new nationalist wave 
was to sweep the province. Deep 
discontent had been endemic in the 
southern-most tip of the province 
and memories of the late 18th cen­
tury opposition to the rule of the 
Company led by the Poligars, their 
brave but unsuccessful engage­
ments could not be snuffed out. The 
co lonial policy of rack rent, the 
susceptibility of the peasantry to 
recurrent famines, the steady im­
poverishment of the people as a 
whole, the inhuman conditions of 
labour in the few factories and 
workshops made unbearable by the 
superciliousness and arrogant 
behaviour of the Europeans and 
Eurasians all resulted in a smoul­
dering discontent. Even the Madras 
Mahajana Sabha founded a year 
earlier than the Congress generally 
moderate in its approach to politi­
cal agitation now bestirred itself to 
action, and promoted district con­
ferences to agitate for redressal. 

College s tu dents, bo th of the 
coastal distric ts o f Andhra and 
Madras city, were to be electrified 
by Pal's whirlwind tour. A new 
mood was in the air and important 
figures in popularising this were G. 
Subramania Iyer, Bharati, V. 0 . 
Chidambaram Pillai (V.O.C.). All 
had to pa y heav il y for their views 
a nd ac tion par ti cularly V.O.C. a nd 
Su br<~mania Siva. But dlll illg lhe::.e 
b ri e f yea rs , V.O .. h ad demo n­
strated the grea t po tenlta ll ttes o l a 
swadeslri venture which would have 
sca led g rea t com m ercia l heig hts 
und er a more libera l regime. 
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The successful strike by 
workers in the factories in and 
around Tuticorin also demonstrated 
a mood of defiance - the rulers 
could not take for granted the su­
pine submission of a subject people 
any more. While V.O.C. and Siva 
were the key figures who electrified 
a whole generation and aroused a 
near slumbering population, there 
were others too whose names are 
not equally known and who did 
considerable service in the cause of 
mobilizing the people and who in­
deed paid heavily for this noble 
service. The study commemorates 
the record and memory of many of 
them e.g. that of Krishnaswami 
Sarma. Police, intelligence agencies, 
the legal department were alert all 
the time to exterminate expressions 
of dissent, publication of national­
ist opinion through newspapers or 
journals. 

While swadeshi could no t be 
regarded as lese majeste, extremist 
measures were of another kind. 
Tamil Nadu could not but be in-

The Busy Indian 

The lazy Indian perpetually 
lounging in inertia, is a British con­
cept, and like most such concepts, 
it is quite inaccurate. The Indian is 
a busy person. 

Through the heat of the sum­
mer, the shiver o f winter. the del­
uge of the m onsoons, the m oonlit 
nights of autumn, and the intoxica­
tion of our brief spring, he has al­
ways much to do - a power c ut 
to survive, a water shortage to 
defeat, a bribe to give, a graft to 
take, an eve to tease, a wife to 
burn, a shraadh to perform, a wed­
d ing to a ttend, a tem ple to visit, a 
vote to cast a reputation to spoil, 
a government ro c lilicize, u bool 
to deflect Wl1ere then is the time 
ru yo Ul·rd.:::r: 

Pavon K. Vormo. author of T'he Great 
Indian Middle Closs', The Indian Express. 
August 15,1999. 
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Toto lnd1Ct.l 

The best endorsement 
of our car's safety 

comes from a 
concrete block. 

Prototypes of the Indica were repeatedly crashed into a concrete wall at India's only internationally 

certified crash test facility at our Pune plant to ensure the car ' s conformity to European safety 

norms for frontal impact. Vital safety measures such as energy-absorbing crumple zones , 

side-impact beams, a co llapsible steering co lumn and the like we re built in for crash 

survivabili ty. We also conducted the Elk and reverse gear tests to ensure stabi lity. We made sure 

we got concrete evidence of the. Indica's safety standard . Because your life depends on it. 

.. A .. A . 
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volved in revolutionary terrorism 
for one of the international terror­
ist leaders was V. V. S. Iyer, the 
right hand man of Savarkar. The 
police and the C.!. D. kept a continu­
ous watch, intercepted th e 
infiltration of both 'seditious' litera­
ture and of arms. The assassination 
of Ashe, the District Collector of 
Tirunelveli was directly the work 
revolutionary extremists master­
minded by Iyer . Vanchi Iyer who 
killed Ashe was beyond the reach 
of the government but others im­
plicated in this were tried. 

Dr. Rajendran's book is an 
extre me ly valuab le study o f th e 
period . He has referred to numer­
ous published, unpublished, and 
a rchival sources, unearthed new 
and valuable facts, brought to life 
many unknown but important 
people o f the region and ably 
mapped out the period . The refer­
ences are valuable and the 
bibliography thorough. The presen­
tation is lucid and this will remain 
an important contribution to the 
subject of nationalism in the South. 

OR. R. SRINIVASAN is Professor of Poli­
tics (retired) and associate editor, Freedom 
First. 

Market Economy 
- With a Difference 

The Market Economy has mode one 
more stride. Now degrees are available 
in the not-so-open market for a price, 
with impressive packaging and guar­
anteed after-sales service, etc ... A de­
gree bazaar is operating in West Ben­
gal which reaches out as for as 
Bhagalpur in Bihar. For rupees one to 
l .5 .1akh, on experienced teacher will 
write a tl1esis for his 'customer' who is 
free to c hoose the field of reseorc h.He 
will nl3o fincl a research guide. orrangG 
the pre-registration seminar, ensure the 
~0tting up of a ' r . ~'lnly pr- r' ,~.,mr"•t 

tee and toke core of a ll otrrer nec­
essary detai ls. 

Editorial in The Times of India, August 21. 

BETWEEN TRADITION AND 
MODERNITY: INDIA'S SEARCH 
FOR IDENTITY (Fred Dallmayr 
and G. N. Devy (eds.); Sage Pub­
lications, New Delhi; 1998; pp.334; 
Rs.395. 

Reviewed by 
Dr. Harshida Pandit 

This is an anthology divided 
into two parts: Part I includes es­
says pertaining to Colonialism and 
the s truggle for National Ind epen­
d ence while Part II deals with 
modernization and its discontents. 
At the outset one can see a very 
wide canvas, stalwarts exa mining 
a very complex phenomena. Exam­
ining Indian tradition is in itself a 
difficult exercise because of its di­
versities. Moreover, the term is no t 
well defined. Religious rituals and 
tradition are so interwoven in our 
cul ture in such an inseperable man­
ne r that i t beco m es dif fic ult to 
critica lly exa mine it objec tive ly. 

Indian p olity is at prese nt 
regressing into fundaJTtentalism a nd 
narrow nationalism. As one ap­
proaches the 21st century, with its 
quick communication a nd g lobal­
ization, cme wond ers whe re we are 
heading. Indian traditi on is full o f 
pa radoxes c:t nd resis ta nce to chan ge 
is ev id ent . T he book ca n be d e­
..,, r ibPd ;1 " ,1 11rnduc ()f 
crnss-cultura 1 coll a hora ti nn s in ce 
the first edito r is c:t Germc:tn-Ameri ­
ca n a nd the seco nd a n India n. For 
bo th editors editin g such a wo rk 
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must have been a learning experi­
ence . Ancient Indian thought or 
philosophy is for the higher classes 
and class tradition a nd religious 
rituals for the masses. The search 
for the Indian identity requires criti­
ca l rethinking and re-evaluating. 
This in itself is a herculean task and 
therefore articl es by Swami 
Vivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore, 
Sri Aurobindo, Ananda 
Coomaraswamy, Veer Sava rkar, J. 
Krishnamurti, M. N. Roy, B. R. 
Ambedkar, Muhammed Iqbal, Abu! 
Kala m Azad, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawa harla l Nehru 's are included . 
Each of these authors has his own 
individual concept about tradition, 
e.g. for Vivekananda, tradition may 
mean our scriptures and spirtuality, 
for Tagore it may mean social struc­
ture, customs and practices, for Sri, 
Aurobindo, it may mean renais­
sance or genuine spiritual rebirth; 
and so on. 

We are all familiar with the 
several onslaughts on Indian cul­
ture and tradition. India has passed 
through many in vasions. Under 
British rule, everything Indian was 
criticized and western ideas and 
values were appreciated . But 
'Sanatan' truths have remained 
unchanged according to Sri 
Aurobindo. In fact, combining spiri­
tual power and indigenous 
traditi onal va lues w ith a n ope n 
mind a nd accep ting and absorbing 
liberalism and the winds of moder­
nity, Indian tradition has enriched 
itself. No society can afford to re­
main static and in this sense Indian 
soc iety has also changed. The 
strugg le for independence had an 
undercurre nt of socia l re fo rms. 
Some religious re fo rm movements, 
fo r insta nce, the Arya Samaj and 
Bra hmo SamaJ, have influ enced the 
n1nn'" \lf m n soc ie ty. The w rongs 
li k Sat i and untouc ha bility have 
been righted . Politica l leaders like 
Go kh a le, Ti lak, A mbedka r, Abu! 
Kalam Azad and Gand hiji hav e 
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propagated liberal ideas pertaining 
to caste and gender equality, social 
justice, democracy and the dignity 
of labour. The writers of the first 
part have articulated and presented 
their ideas very forcefully. 

The second part of the Vol­
ume is devoted to interpretative 
essays dating mainly from the post­
independence period . And here 
again the contributors are promi­
nent historians, political theorists, 
literary figures. Authors like 
Romila Thapar, Rajni Kothari, Asish 
Nandi, A. K. Saran, Thomas 
Pantham, Ramchandra Gandhi, U. 
R. Anantha Murthy, Nirmal Verma, 
Sudhir Chandra, Ranajit Guha, 
Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, Susie 
Tharu and K. Lalita seek to assess 
the ongoing process of moderniza­
tio n o f communal , ethnic and 
inter-fai th relations, the legacy of 
leading nationalist figures and the 
future course of socio-political life 
o f post-independence India . 

As A. K. Saran points out in 
his essay, Gandhi's heir repudiated 
Gandhiji ' s social , political and 
economic thoughts and introduced 
marxist eco nomic policies . Thi s 
p o licy r esulted in the state 
occupying the commanding heights 
of the economy. This also created 
regional imbalances and neglected 
rural development. 

Severa I a uth o rs have ex­
pressed discontent with the process 
of moderniza tion , the neglect of 
edu cation and the incurring of 
heavy foreign debt. After 50 years 
of independence, the Indian situa­
tion is full of woes. Disintegration, 
prejudices, communal disharmony, 
vio lence, va luelessness, corruption, 
ne po tis m, population ex plos ion, 
poverty <1 nd pollution nre jus t some 
of them. The process of moderniz<~ ­

t il)J1 <; h Pu ld h C!VP hl:'t ' n h ;.l~t·rl nn ) 

se t of prior ities , v iz. educa ti o i1 , 
housin g etc. Tt is pa radox ica l thM 
to-day we have the highes t number 
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of young people trained in electron­
ics along with a huge illiterate mass. 
The last two essays contribute noth­
ing towards the understanding of 
modernity Moulana Khan's narra­
tion is one sided and very 
subjective, and the concluding es­
say on women 's writing d oes no t 
mentio n even a single woman 
author's name and work. 

Inspite of such flaws, th e 
volume must be included in a 'must 
be read' book. 

DR. HARSHIDA PANDIT is a professor of 
Psychology and a counsellor at the A. K. 
Munshi Yojana- an NGO.) 

SRI AUROBINDO AND THE IN­
DIAN RENAISSANCE by Prof. G. 
N. Sarma, Professor of Political 
Science (retd.); Ultra Publications, 
1527, 15th Main, M. C. Layout, 
Vijayanagar, Bangalore; 1997; 
pp.188; Rs.225. 

~'AnrobmaO • 
.and 

'Ule Indi8n ~Cc . ' 

Reviewed by 
V. Sivaramakrishnan 

In giving th e titl e 'Sri 
Aurobindo and The Indian Renais­
sance' to his book, Prof. Sanna high­
lights but one aspect of Sri 
Aurobindo's contribution to Indian 
cultura l history. But Prof. Sarma's 
book cove rs not o ne but seve ra l 
aspec ts c)f Sr i Aurobindo's life <llld 

thought. ]Jrof. Sarma's is a co mp re­
IHJn..,i vt-> w n rJ... , ltwid] ' wrir h ·n ..., 11d 

w ith profuse quotations from the 
Master , mai ntains to his 's tyle' be­
ca use Sri Aurobind o was uni qu e 
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among the leaders of the lndian Re­
naissance in using the English lan­
guage to great purpose in the grand 
manner of the victorian prose-writ­
ers. Both in his poetry and prose, 
Sri Aurobindo dealt with subjec ts 
of spiritual import in a style that not 
only suited the substance but cast 
a spell by its rhythm. 

Sri Aurobindo was the most 
modern of the moderns of his time 
if his education in England and pro­
ficiency in Greek, Latin and English 
are considered. Yet, there was no 
greater and a more brilliant expo­
nent o f Indian culture from th e 
point of view if the Indian spiritual 
tradition rooted in the Vedas. He 
was a yogi, an integrated person­
ality, whose life was a sadhana for 
realising the divine in self. Intellec­
tually as great as Sri Sankara and 
spiritually no less eminent, Sri 
Aurobindo, while accepting the phi­
losophy of Advaita Vedanta, rejected 
the concep t of' Maya ' or illusion and 
upheld the goal of' Moksha' not for 
the individual alone, but for the 
whole of mankind . 

Unlike o th e r great 
personalities o f th e India n 
Renaissance, Sri Aurobindo's 
contribution to the awakening of 
Indian co nsci o usnes s, first to 
freedom from foreign rule and later 
to freedom from the bondage of the 
self, was not mass-orie n ted . His 
active role in politics wa s confined 
to 5 years (1905-1 910) and whatever 
he wrote fr o m Po ndi che r y in 
journals like' Arya' was caviar to the 
general. Ye t, his was a life of 
fulfillment to the intellec tuals of his 
and subsequent generations. Prof. 
Sa rma's book serves to rei nfo rce 
thi s view and he lps a lso in a better 
und e rs ta nding o f ~ r i /\u ro bin::lo's 
rn le in the li fe of the nation in the 
t" ' 1 1 I t (" • I • 
••• ...; L . i .... J v ~ l _lJJ \.... L iltlll). 

MR. V . SIVARAMAKR!SHNA N is Associ­
ate Ed ito r, /Jh,1VMI 's j ourn.11. 



OUR MISSION 

Freedom First speaks for the silent majority - the majority that wants to be left in peace to pursue 
its goal of improving its quality of life , but has been suffering in silence , the indignities heaped on 
it by insensitive governments who have arrogated to themselves the right to decide what is good 
for the people. In the process , the whole country has been turned into a cesspool of corruption . 
Public morality and character have reached an all-time low. 

Freedom First asserts that much of the unrest and ferment in our society is a direct result of 
excessive State intervention in the day to day lives of our people. Wh ile the people's initiative has 
been stifled , the economy is in shambles . The journal believes tha t while India needs a strong 
government that ensures the rule of law what India does not need is a medd lesome government­
the system so far that has led to impoverishment, in security and instability. 

Freedom First therefore stands for minimum government and maximum freedom, tempered by a 
sense of individual responsib ility, in which the people 's genius has a fair opportunity to develop 
and grow. 

Freedom Firs t rejects any ideology, movement or policy that sets one group of citizens against 
another. be it based on class , caste, religion or envy. 

AN APPRECIATION 

'In its 47tll year of publicabon the January-March'99 issue re-states the quarterly's s1x principles of guidance 
towards cultivating a sound political philosophy to live and stand by. This is not a lesson in democracy 
but we would like to reiterate on behalf of Masani's 'Freedom Firsr Liberty and individual responsibility 
are the foundation of civilised society; the State is only the instrument of the citizens it serves; any action 
of the State must respect the principles of democratic accountability; rights and duties go together; every 
citizen has a moral responsibility to others in society; and, a peaceful world can only be built upon respect 
for these principles. 

In these cynical times of government-toppling and power mongering for personal need and greed, all 
this may sound so much nonsense! 

Yet the late Minoo Masani who passed away on May 27 last year. was optimistic about the country's 
future. had faith in the younger generation's ability to rise above the mess created by the older generation! 
A mess acknowledged by no less a powerful personality than Mr.Masani .. 

Subscribe to Freedom First .. : 
Afternoon Despatch & Courier. May 22,1999. 

We invite you to subscribe to Freedom First. Kindly complete the form below and return it to us with 
your subscription to 

Freedom First 
3rdfloor, Army & Navy Building , 148, Mahatma Gandh i Road , Mumbai 400 001 

Phone: (022) 284 1340 • email freedom@vsnl.com 

I wish to enter a subscription to Freedom First and enclose my cheque· in favou of ICCF. (Please 
type or write in block letters) . 

NAME: ________________________________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS : ________________________________________ ________ ___ 

------------------------------------------------PIN __________ _ 

Subscriptions ca n also be sent by MO/DD. No postal orders please . For outstation cheques 
(within India). please add Rs .20 for bank charges. 

~0r Subscri bers in India For Overseas Subscribers 

_J 3 Years ' Subscription : 

2 Years' Subscription 
_J Annual Subscription · 

'.J Single Copy : 

Rs 250 

Rs.180 

Rs .100 

Rs.25 

Annual 

$10 

£7 

Do A 
Favour 
to your friends 

send them 

a sample copy of 

Freedom First 
with your compliments. 

Freedom First 
3rd Floor, Army & Navy Building, 
148, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 

Mumbai 400 001 . 

Please send a sample copy of Freedom 
First to the following, with my compli­

ments : 

Name: ______________________ ___ 

Address: ______________________ _ 

------------- ··-·- ------
______________ Pin __________ _ 

Name: ______________________ __ 

Address: ______________________ _ 

______________ Pin __________ _ 

Name:. ______________________ ___ 

Address: ____________________ __ 

______________ .Pin __________ _ 

Name: ______________________ ___ 

Address: ___________________ __ 

______________ Pin _________ _ 

Name: ____________________ __ 

Address: _________________ _ 

Pin 

(Sender's Nam e & Address) 

Name: ________ __ _:_ _ __ __ 

Address: ____ _____ _ _ ___ _ 

-------·----------
_________ Pin ______ _ 



!:'-
!.!?. ..... 
00 
c:> 
M ..... 
i 
~ 

The Genie's 

wish was 

our command. 

... 1!~~~ 

Even miraculous little genii r- ' eip The story doesn't end there though. We th en 

occasionally. And th is is a tale about one such delivered the o n gmal phone back to the tou nst. 

genie - a Philips Genie. Fully rep ai1·ed and wo rking li ke magic. The 

A tourist in Goa discovered that his Philips replacement pho ne went back to our hub to 

Genie had stopped funct ioning. And he ca lled await another call. 

the 'First Choice Global Exchange' Centre of 

Ph ilips about his faul ty pho ne . (As Philips' 

commitment to re liab ility goes beyo nd test ing 

its products to the highest standa : ds. it 

p ro mises its customer? prompt re placements 

for instruments th at need repair through th1s 

service. Anywhere 1n t he world .) 

To fu lfil its prom1se, Philips needed help. From 

a man :A man from DHL. the international 

express di vision of AFL. A simple case of ·,·everse flow log,st1 cs · 

The magic lamp was rubbed when Phi lips Executed flawlessly. 

called DHL with the1r problem. And poon A How does a mere man manage to he ir 

w hole cha in of event s was set m moti on a genie? 

First. ou r ,-epresentative in Goa col lected the The answer l1es m fifty years o f ex pen :se 

handset fro m the to urist and sent 11 onto And investments. 

Singapore for repa 11·s. Simultaneously. v1a our In 194 5. AFL la un ched a1 r fre ight forward1ng 

1ntranet. we contacted our hub for a rep lacement in India. From the re we've come a long WJ ) to 

Genie. Wh ich we. 1n turn, handed ove r to the become the one-st op movement conglomuate . 

to uri st . Al l within 24 hours . Today. we p rov1de busmess solut1ons t o 
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moving anyth1ng. any,; he' e ny!lme . by air. 

over land, or throug" .va e• 

For thiS. ' ' e ha ve , :>~nc'' d ou r technology 

and systems at ever te r 1dence of ou r 

prov1d1ng t he finest · a t ·tu• e . a1·e 1200 PC s 

connectmg O'Jer 20Ci ff.te ~Ul)S a ..... G key 

custome rs 
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