


Dr. Usha Mehta
Qsla8lg2o - L1/8/2000)

With the passing away of Dr.
Usha Mehta, public life in the city
has become all the poorer and many
rvill miss her benign presence for
years to con1e. Part of her life
belonged to history and her name
has been etched in the city's struggle
for freedom. She identified herself
with Bombay, was proud to belong
to it and served ilr a number of public
institutions but generally on the
quiet.

She s1'ts111 tltt' k 'rtrtatiye yt'(ll's

of her life as a teacher and a research
scholar and was to influeuce
generations of students; almost
every instituticrr has t11ally
occupying positions of responsibility
today, who were ouce iu her class.
ln spite of heavy engagements, slre

took p,11'1 itt itr:adetnic ('()lllet'etlces
and c()lrllresses, never tlisser'l
s('ii,;iIr.i :llt(J \\',1:; rr',ttlY r..'itlr .r I'ii','r'
'.r' lr i c h s; h c p 1' ge 1y 11 1,-:,-.1 i rr th,.r s,.:.

Aftt'r' retircrtrt'rtt, she fotrrrr-l

he lsclf bti sicl tlra ri rf vt: r- a tttl
brcathetl nerv liie into the Cirnillri

Smarak Nidhi and made it a live
centre for disseminating the ideals
of the Mallatma and of humanist
values. No figure passing by Bombay

and invc'rlved in Gandhian ideas
skipped visiting tl're Institute and
interacting with her. Her colleagues
and she built up one of the very best

libraries of the city aud one cau get
almost anything of significance
relating to the Mahatma and the
national ntoventent. More, sl're alstt
made it a vibrant centre of debate
and discussion and it remained an
irreplaceable body to remind the
larger public of 'lalues in public life.

The Centre has been working
sed u lously and silently in
progranllres of rural development
and has trained a uutnber of
workers, both academically arrd in
the field. Gandhian ideas and their
continuin53 relevauce have beelr

l.roptrlarized through setrrinars,
rvorkshops, arrd lectures. Children
from schools were some of tl're most
enthusiastic of participants in
programlrles specially arranged for
them.

Wlt.rt encle.iretl Usltabetr ttr

nrany was l'rer capracity to lvork with
people, like-minded aud otherrvise,
and with public institutiotrs. Nttt a

morrth passed by rvithout her or the

Cerrtre being busy iIr some public
engagement, wl.rether it be a semitrar
or a meeting to discuss public issttes.

Uslrtrben wou ld be thele
participating, lendirrg her voice of
l-{'.-tsr\rl ,ltt,.l S,rnilt, itr ;t lt,ot l,J
r';rrrr-o11sl1, lorr,l uriIlr irrationalit\r
Slic nias.distresscc'l .rrtcl pailtc.l,
ng,rirt itrr,l agairr, at the r.rpill tlt't:lirrt'
oI stlrrrlaltls in ptrblic life. A clecpl,"

religitlrrs pcrsolt, she ltacl not a n'hi[f

of communal prejudice and courrted
along her f riends and close
colleagues, people from all
persuasions and beliefs.

If she had a shortcoming, it
was her incapacity to say 'no' to a

request. This made her put off rvhat
many regarded to be her olrligation
to later generatious, i.e. to plrt oll
paper by way of recollections and
renriniscences of the past. Often she

allowed her enthusiasn'l to run away
with her instant respouses and
positions that r-rrany felt were not
consistent rvith her larger
perspectives and courtnitments.

I']eople who have been closely
associated rvitl'r her have seeu her
face reflecting her inner life - a life
of ascetic habits, yet rt'ith
appreciati<ln of aestl'retic sights and
sensibilities and a gerrtle snrile of
welcome to all who continuallv
visited her and even intrudecl but
who always lef t her rvith a seuse clf

having gained something by
spending time witl-r her. Never has

the ancient saying beert ntclre
appropriate: As the clear light is

tt;rotr the holv carrt'llestick, stlis tlrt:

be.ruty trl tlie [.ree irr lipc.rgc...
Always in white khadi <lrre sitn' fetv

to rvhour the apparel rvas scl

becouring. Above all, her whclle
personality reflected a sense tlf
contelrturent, yet colrcern ftlr tasks

ahead ancl to be completed. FIer deep

invohrenretrt in social qtresti<ltrs atttl

conflicts far frorl tntrking her cyrrical

rnacle ht'r' glou, rt'ilh a lrtlpe frlr tlitl
IrrtuIe. It is tlris lroPe that sltt' str

t'l-for-tlesslY trot'tt,cyr'd that t'nade th'-'

votrn[ flock to lrer arrd discover il'r

ht:r a conttorting t'ldt'r.

ll. Srinivasall
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

We carry the second part of the feature on corruption. The level of
participation in this discussion has been most encouraging.

By happy coincidence we received for publication articles on three
outstanding individuals. Mr. Justice Chagla, Mr. Fareed Tyabji and Mr. J. R. D.

Tata. Happy because these 11were men of high purpose and integrity. Contrast
this with the sorry story of venality that has engulfed lndia. We invite readers'
comments.

Our Next Gover Feature
PENALISING HONESTY - IN THE LAND OF GANDHI

We intend to focus on why it is so difficult to be honest in the midst of
so much venality. We need to pay our tribute to those men and women who
have stood up for what is right, both in the permanent and political executive.

Last date to receive your contribution: December 31,2000

We accept contributions by post, Email: freedom@vsnl.com - or on
a diskette (floppy)

Subscriptions Renewal: lf you have not renewed your subscription or
have not cleared the arrears for 1999 and 1998 please do so. Printing is expensive
and we cannot afford to keep mailing copies to those who have failed to renew
their subscription. Come January we will be compelled to delete from the mailing
list all those whose subscriptions have not been renewed. We hope you will
understand.

Bi-monthly Fund: We are still as far away from our target of Rs.12 lakhs
as we were three months ago. Consequently the bi-monthly is still as far away.

Book Reviews Special: We attempted to publish a special issue exclusively
devoted to book reviews. We wrote to around 150 publishers. Only two replied
with a half page advertiserrent each. We are grateful to them for their response.
The rest did not even bother to acknowledge our letter let alone consider
advertising. We are disappointed no doubt but not disheartened. We'll try again
next year! - who knows we may even have a flood of responses. lt is good to
think positive as prescribed by Management Gurus.

Editor
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"The deep ntootts round with many voices. Conrc, myfriends

'Tis trot too late to seek a ,xewer world" - Tennysott

Did you know that just one public sector steel

plarrt in Andhra Pradesh has eaten up in losses, in

the p'rast few yers more thau it has cost tts to subsidise

food for the pr>or during the same period'

Tavleen Singh, lrrdirr 'l'rrrillr7, May 15

Does the BMC(Bombay Municipal Corporatiolr)
exist for managing civic affairs and delivering ac-lequate

esserrtial amenities to the citizens or it is there olrly
to ensure the survival of some 1 to 1'5 lakh employees?

Editorial it Tlrc Aftenuton Desynlch nntl Ctturier, ()ctober l6

One thirrg...Sorria Gandhi has done successfully;

she has takerr away arrd locked up the Colrgress'slrirre
in some safe deposit vault and thrown arvay the key.

M. J. Ak[.ar, Asiiil ASe, r\ugust 27

Tlte Congress r"'hich clainrs tobe the trrost

democratic party itr the country, considers any effort
for a detrr<tcratic discussiorr or the ct'rlrtestirlg of
electiorrs, a rebellion

Alrhav Mokaslti, MID-DAY, Novctnt'cr l0

The best tl'ring about a possible presidencv ol
Albert Core Jr. is that after eight years of Ilillarv
Clinton, Tipper Core as First Lady n'ould be a relief.

Nocmic llnrert,, Nrtlirnrn/ Rt,r,itrr,, N'lay I

Marxism alot're has a future
Ilcce ntly rctire d Chicf Milister of Wc'st llcngal,

Jyoti Basu, lntlio Torlnr7, Scptembei tS

If there is arty usurpation tlf the functions of one

arnl of the state by another, it is generally by the
Executive - politician atrd bureaucrat - whcl Presllllle
to plav the judge, without training, without scruples

and irr gross abuse tlf porver.
C. Il. lrani, 'l'ltt Stotesmntt, Noveurbcr l6

Everything that should have beerr np is clort'tr

- en'rplovurellt, GDP, the stock tnarket. And everything
that should have been down is Lrp - tlllelllplovnrerlt,
the deficit, inflation. Yet Fiuance Minister Yaslrwant
Singh ren-raius au optiurist, pronrising antlther routrcl

of big ticket refornrs to get the econon'ly mtlving again.
'i-. ll. (iopalakrislrnau,'l'ltr l\r'tk, ()ctobcr 29

TPADE @6ANIZATION.
UOLD YOIJPAPPLAUSE,

N,.tt,,1.:,.t lit . tl,\ /l)l( I ;.11r1 1r .li), l\/!/\

lrrt'cd()nt I"irsl Ot'trtltcr- Dct,-'rrt lx.:r 20()0



lVtro Witl be the US President

As rve 8o to Lrress it is still ttot clear rvhtl rvill
be the next US Presiderrt aln'rost a fortnight after vtlting.

The urrcertainty is accompatriccl ['ry cclurt battlcs ant]

much acrit.t'totrv. The US is for the first tinre irl tlrc
historl, of its undoubtedly virile democrac\/ caught ilr

a clelrrocratic dilemrna. Irr India tltere harve beeti

conlmellts in the press by correspondeuts atrd sotle
public figures that tl'rat gave all impression of gloatirrg

over the difficulties. Cartoonists of course have had

a field day and their htturc'rttr is ttuexceptiorral' Eveu

assnnrinl; there have Lreelr Atnericatls taking a dig at

our Laloos I think it is irr poor taste to gltlat t>r'er

s()tlteolle else's problems.

Au Itrdiarr friend u'ho teaches irt a US Ulriversitl'
wrote to nre recently: "Trust you are etrjoying the

political draura being played out irr Florida. Btrt at least

no one is wcrrried about riots iIr the streets tlr the army
taking over or anvthirrc like that' The sl'stenr is stroug
anrl stalrie irncl the issr.re rvill L're resolved rvithin the

next ntlrth." Auren for that.

Better this than Breaking Heads

Outlook (October 23) carried a stor)' ol1 a

rvtlrthwhile tsJI'] initiative though the title of the story
rvas rather utrfortturate.

The Rambhau Mhalgi Prabhodini Trr.rst ltas set

r.rlr,r tr.tittitto St:horrl lor Prrlili,-1.',rs.'l'lre l'rtrst is ttaittetl
irftt'r Ilanrblrau l\4halgi an otttstatrc-ling legislator kttou'tt

for his persortal intttgritl', lvlto took his lc'gislative tasks

serior.rsly. IIe tvas a trtet'uber of the IISS arrcl Iraturally'
the Acadenry (['raLrhocl irri in Marathi) is arr l(SS e{fort.
The ainr of the schtlol, tlle Otrllotrk rep()rt sn1rs, "'t ,t'
er)rp()wer grassr()()ts proliticrrl activists. lts tl irector
getreral is tlurrted as saf irtg, "Tlrert'sltttttl,l lre a lt'at'tting

l.rrot:t-ss stt tltrrI thc t:lectttcl reLrrt'st'ttt.tti\rt:s ( illl tlelrvcr'
111r, 111r1111<".

-Lhc' Llrno has c.ofne,'tJY:
raltut 9a1d-f

ttn
of

LaIK.ol tTr.6.IrY u
s}oes-and-{hiis-
bal},."f 44rry LTinS,s:

md, xalitgvax-
of ca$agotr ^

ene kh€s-'nan 6s-

' 
l, -,- i

rr'herr its president Pratntld Malrajan savs: "This is tct

rtrise the general standard of Indian politics."

But this is b1' 11e lllealls the first sttch initiative.
Or,,er thirty ycars ago Freettonr Fl'sf for"rnder lvlitrotr

Masani tctrtk the irritiative in setting uP an institution
that sought to impart training to youtrg nlen atrd
rvol.llell in citizetrship and in the philostlphv of liberal
denrocracv. He r,'as joirrecl in this effort b1' Col. [,eslie

Sawl'rnv who had taken prelllature retirelrellt.
Originalll' christened Prograllrtrle ftlr Trainirrg irr
Democracy it n,as named the Leslie Satvhny
I)rograurnre for Training iu DeutocraCY in nretntrrv of
Col. Sarvhrry rt'ho died soon after the decisitllr rvas

takerr to found the irrstitutittn. The LSI) as it is 1-rtlpularlv
krrorvlr has its owtr trait.titlg celltre iIr Devlali in the

Nasik district of Maharashtra. As its long time
horrorarl, secretary N4r.Arvind Deshpalrde ptliuts r-lttt

the the LS[) "rvas uot fttr olle ]rarty. It rvas trotr-partisall.
llundreds of political rvt>rkers belongirrg to tl.re

Srr'atarrtra I)art\', tlre I'r'riir So,'ir'list [)irrt\'. llrt'Sot-i;rlist
i';u t-y,, 111" Ct,rtErcss I'.trt;,, attei evt,'tr titt' j.lll S.llltll .lllil
later tlre BJI' arrd the Jarrata l'arty have receivecl trairlittg
at ciurps orsattizecl by the L,Sl'."

Well Done

llottl lr;t Y
.,,,1ri,,...,,.,..1

Mr. Mayor Bttt ...

s N4rrror \4r. l-laleslrrvar l'itlil 111s1ifs;'r

'I lrl lillr'
si rr rprle l-r ri;l.rslr
/ rls1, l.L'irril .r l-
ii iLlr llr,.'liSll t,ri

lllc.lllS Stlttlt.l'i
iLrtir'.r I Qiralttr l',

1.,,,,1 r,\,.r rl .llr.'ri iltll l" r'lr',t:l '.1;' \ 1""'t',' .l:t.i I ,'.'i-' il .:li::rll. I ll:lll''lill11:; :lli

. I tct,tlpnt i)\ cl i.lle Ltl) lrl. ivl.rt.tl.itt, i iirldr arld Llrri;lislt cxit()t t

'it'.: .,.qr:..,, r-itizL.rr:; tLr l.trt,ir tht' Cil1 r'li.'.irr .iri.l i\.lt llS []tat thi,:;i"'
t it r'Ptitrtt littt'r irrg, sPittiir;r, 'rll(i til irt;rliltu irr l'tlltli' l)l(l(u5" ( 'rlitrr.rtr\ ls:trt's l,ttt t

I,'t cL:drttrt l"irst ( )c!.oln,rl)eu:ntlx:r 2000



be arrested and fined anything from Rs.100 to Rs.2,500

if they do any of these offensive acts. But few seem

to take this seriously. Only yesterday I saw a police
constable spitting right in front of a hoarding and
another'citizen' urinating right on the wall where the
Mayor's exhortation and warning had been very neatly
painted! The practice of many owner drivers opening
the door of their Opel, Benz or Honda City to discharge
jets of tobacco spit continues unabated even as a traffic
cops looks on.

If tl're Mayor is serious therr the punishmeut Inust
be a deterrent to fit the crime. Fine is no deterrelrt.
What is,.is to compel the person who spits or urinates
at a public place to clean it up with his handkerchief
or with his shirt if he does not have a handkerchief.
This ought to do the trick.

On Voluntary Organizations and
Cooperatives

I have before me three 58th Annual Report of
The South Indian Education Society (SIES); the 1999-
2000 Annual Reports of the National Cooperative Dairy
Federation of India Limited; the National Dairy
Developmerrt Board; Gujarat Co-operative Milk
Marketing Federation Limited; and the National Tree
Growers' Cooperative Federation.

Apart from the fact that these reports are very
n,ell produced they tell a story of the value of voluntary
effort. These represent the essence of active citizenship
even if there is government support in the form of
financial assistance.

In the case of the SIES I have a confessiorr to
nrake. I l'rave been very critical of the terrdency of the
nlallagemellt of the SIES to name their institutions after
religitlus heads. Why not l1an1e thenr after
educatiorrists, I thought or why name them after
arlyone at all. But, if by naming them after religious
heads without losing tl're institution's secular t'haracter,
securing fuucls Lrecomes that much easier, theti n,li1,
not. Tht' s1,reari of edttcati6ual actiyities acr()ss a u'ir-lr'
.:1r,'rlttttrt i; lr, lri i',r)n)tr'nLli'i.J 'l-!ri'lltr':;t'.','.t:: thl'
oi'rc11j11g r;l '.hi Sll-rS Indiarr lnl;litutc l-.f [:lr'.'ilr:ttlt'.rll
Managenrent. A visit. to their websrte http:7'7'
lvrviv.sies.edu.crlnr is recoinnrended for thosc
itt le r.ested.

Dr. V. Kurien who is described as India's
milkman continues to be as active as ever if we are
to go by the two reports of the Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Federation and the National Cooperative Dairy
Federation. More power to his elbow.

And Dr. Amrita Patel's work in the Tree
Growers' Cooperative Federation is equally
praiseworthy. Their report says tl'rat 476 lree growers
cooperatives have re-vegetated 74249 ltectares of the
35700 hectares of common land made available to them
are planting 11 million trees. Impressive statistics
indeed.

SVR

How the West Was Lost

For years and decades, the western media
has looked condescendingly on the state of our
nation at various times. Train crashes. Trains running
late or not functioning at all. Floods disrupting normal
life. Strikes grinding the country to a halt. Election
malpractices.

It seems to me that the shoe is on the other
foot now. ln the last few months, Britain has been
rocked by train accidents, train derailments, major
floods which have meant people being relocated
from their homes and trains being further delayed,
and a huge petrol blockade which meant that the
country had no petrol in its pumps for nearly a week.

Yesterday, as the USA and many parts of the
world waited anxiously to find out who would hold
the next post as "the world's most powerful man",
there were murnrurs about electoral malpractices
and threats of lawsuits. On Tuesday, the American
people actually voted for a dead candidate to their
Senate. His wife will take the seat. (Anyone say
anything about Laloo Prasad?)

A journalist from 'The Times' (London) who
has just returned from Mexico wondered whether
the media in the so-called third world would be

writing pityingly about the state of affairs here and
whether the tiN worrld be rushinq aid to f lood
victims

From ihe internet .

[rreedotn If irst October-Decarnbcr 20()0



TITE LIBERAL POSITIOI{

Liberalism : A Contemporary View

Sornc of _\'()u nlav hitvc rc;rcl ttvo arliclcs cntitlcrl 'l'hc
l-ibcral Vision' ('l'l.r 'l'itttrs r,l ltrdin, Jtrly 9) ancl 'l.ibcrty anrl Equality
- Frcctltrrrr as thc Suprcnrc Virltrc" ('I'lrt'l'irnrs of Ittrlin, Jul1, lc)).

Thcsc tn'r-r articlcs causet-l sorur' c()llstcruatiort arltrttij Irtctnl.clrs
of thc Ilrclian l,ibcral CirtlttP n'htt askctl mc n'lrcthcr thc;rrticlcs
reprgr"t',r".-t llrc vicw's ol tht'Irrclian l.itreral (irotrP (ll.(i). To clt'ar
thc, air, I scnt a rc;oinclcr to i Jrd l'irrrr's rtf ltrtlio on Jtrly 2'l cntitle(l
'Libcralism - r\ Contc't'upr<)rarv Vic\\".

Tu,o nronths latcr, orr Septcrrrbcr 2() thc rrticlc u'as
rcturrrcrl *'ith a covcring n()tc on a slip of PtrPcl (trrlsignccl antl
tunrlatctl) on rvhich lvas n'rittctr: "l-hc l:lclitorial I'agc Fitlitor of

rnany !\'ays. Thc Incliarr Cotrsti-ttrtion,
cl csp i tc t hc tna rry l'ulrri ttlc a tnclt ci Irtctt ts

sirrct' 1949, still bcars tcstinronl, to thc
resilir'rrct' oI libcral valucs
cmpltasizin{ IiLrcrt),, cclr-rality, a1d
jtrsticc as thc cortrcrstottc oi thc lndian
I{cptrtrlic. Btrt the cnrergcncc of the'

Sr\';r t.r n tra ['a rtt, (a 
Lra rty [r.tScrl ()tl

libcral Principlr's artrl r';rltrc's) irr thc
carly sixtics provokeci Jarvaharlal
Nt'hru's i rc. llc rlcrrourrccrl thc'
Srt atarrtra I'artv as a pnrty rcprcsenting
caf itnIi\nl rrrcl thr'plril,)sophV of /rtisscz

lilirr'. Thc pirrty's strorrg de fcncc of thc
riglrt hr pr()pcrty rr',rs gi'clt.ts r:r'iclcttcc
oi l.rlrr'r'alisnt being, I-r()-riclr attrl attti-

P()() r.

l)cspite thc irssassiu.rtiorr tlf its
charirctcr, tlrr: Srvatantra I',rrtv, elurint
its lifc-tirnc, clicl rrot botht:r aLrout bcins

l.olitit',rllr' .(rl'l('cl. ()rr tlrt' othcr h,rtrtl
ris ,',,ii.i. r r'.., r,. .1i, I,ilr',1 l.i' rr lr,rt it
c,rrrsic.lert'rl riglrl. irr tr'rnrs ()f utirical rrrrtl

liLrclal r'.tltres.-l ,r r;ivc s()nro c\.nrpl('s:
The Str'.rtirntr'.r l',rrt1, rcPeoto!-llV
rlenr,rrtelecl in l'.trli;rrnr'rtt .rnrl trutsicle
tlrat Irrdia lrorrorrr thc pleclge oi.r
plcbiscite in liashnrir'; corttrttcuciecl a

eorrlerl cr',rtiorr bt:trvt:crr lrr.l i,r .rrrcl
l'.rl..isl.rn rllrlrrl\i',j lr.rnI's
n,r I i"rr,rl is,r I ir )n : r )Plr( ).i('(l I lrr.,rhr rl i I irrrr

,ri' I'riri l,1l\r'\. tl)u!ili tlr,

S. V. ltajtr

tlrc /irrrt's pl lrtLli,t reglcts that hr'is unablc to nrakc rrsc ol llrr.
cnclosetl contribr,rttou". 0[ coursc' n ncrvsPnpcr is iully entitletl
to rcjcct.ul)' c()utr'butiorr that itrlot's not u'islt to ptrblish.-l-hat
is not thc isstrc hcre, though thc rr'at'lt'r or tltis rr,ritcr is llsti lr.rllv
crrtitlctj tcr rlr.rrv his trn'n crrncltrsions.-l-hc isstrcs Irerc arc: \Vlry
rvait trvo rrrorrths bcfotc rcltrrnin6 thc articlr'; anrrthcr is tlrL'

ntdnll(rr in rvhich it u'as rctrrrnecl indicatirrg a lack of basic
corrrtcsies; a thirtl issue is tlrc rlrrestion rrf fairrrcss - btrt thcn that
is a r.rthcr foolisI gvp".lation - thesc days prrticr.rlarlv!

- s l"/(.

govcl'nnrcn t-i n-ex il c.

'l'hc parLy was alrlc ttr cxposc the
nlantri of socialisrn ior rvhat it rcallv
r'r';.rs aucl tu brirrrcl tlrc sl..rlist policics trl'

thc thcn nlling C()ngl'css I']ilrty lcLl bv
Mr. Nchrtr ancl his clatrghter as thc
Licerrcc, I)ernrit, Qtrota l{irj. l}rrt clcspilg
Itajali's arrd Masarri's trntiring cfforts
thc Srr';rt.rntrar lt,rrty rr'.rs trnablt-' trr

brcak thc tag ot a 'l{ich lvlan's l'arty.

Thc Su'ltarrtr,r l)arty st'curcti 44

scnts i11 tlrt- Foultl-r [..ok Sal.lrr ('l !)(i7-7 I)
(nrrt 6(1, Satrvik ChakravcrLi "[ht' l.il.,clnl
Visirrrr,, .l.lr .l.itrtts 

,,1 lt:di,t, l1ql1, tl. l1

rr'.rs 2 nrtrrc tlran n'hat thc J,rn Slrrrult
(tror.r, callt'cl thc llJI)) hatJ. tlrrt tlt.:t'c arc
tr,,'o fcattrrcs ttr bc notr'd in c()llrLrctioll
w,it[ t[is acfticycprcrrt: (l) Ntrt onc oi
thc'sc 4.1 rvrs fronr ir nr(.tr()p()litan citv.
All oi thcm t.crc ironr rrrr.rl r)r scnri-
ittt al constitu('ncii's; (2) It rr',rs rrrrl tJur'

[1, .r i rrtet ,l;'1.r'r', i,tt:,,tr 1i llt. . ].,. ii.,1'
nr.rnifursto of tlrc Su'at,rntr,r l'.rr't1, il
N4.rnifcsttr stcep('ci in l-i['cral r':rltt,:s. l-hc

succcss nrosc. lrttnt <lthel far:ttrls rrr;rinl1,

rn thc rcalrl ol'rc.rlpolitik.

Thc Swat.rrrtra l';rlt1' ctrtl'r-
hasisccJ frcr'dtrnr as its Lrasic r'.rlttt'. Its
Statcrttt'rtt oI I'olir,'\' tr'rs titlr-"-] "'l'o
l'r,rs1rt't itf, IIl()U.1lr l:r|t'iiorrt' ,irlLi ti)
si,rr'r)tr "ll;rr nr lj,rnrilr., ,tn,l l'rci',iottt.

What is Lit'reralisr.n all about? lf
it rve rc a rlogrrra or ar doctrinL' a strai.qht
allslvcl' rfoulcl lrc casv. That it is rrot,
is, at oncc, its stt'crrgth arrcl n,e'irktrcss.

The orrly dogm.r, if vou can call it tltat,
is thc conviction thrrt Litreral thorrght
is anchorcd in frccclotn. Thc contcnt of
Libclalisnr has ncr.'cr becn st.rtic. It is
const;rtrtlv cvolvitrs. At tinrts it has
mcaut thu' dcrrrocratic statc ttrking on
a ci cii -tiorra I tn sks trot s h'ictl y g()\,crna lrcc
arrcl, at othcl tinrcs limiting its rolc. But
at nll tinrcs it has lrccn iu and thrtrrrgh
frecclonr.

Thc prtlst rentarkat lc aspt,ct oi
thc liLrcral phikrsophy in thc Wcst h.rs
trccn its continnotrs cv()luti()n anL'l

vit.rlitv responcling to social protrlcms
ls thc1, cnrcrgc and seckinr to rcsolvc.
thcm in il nlilnllcl' th.rt rvrruIc'l pr()nr()tc
thc rights anci dignity of tlrc irrrlividual.
\ l.,,iiii,,rl I'lrilirs,rl,!rr tlt,rl rir'r L'lrr1:,'.i

in .rn .rgr'.rri.rn c()nt(,\t arla;-rt1'j itsclf to
thc retlrrirenr('nts ol- .rn inclrrslrial
s()ci cty, tlranks to prol i tic.r I ph i losoplrers
likc llcrrtlranr, lolrrr Stuart Mill and l'.
l-1. (llt:cn. l.,ibcrals oftcrr askccl thc stak:
to intcrvcrrc orr Lrelrall'ol'glrlrtps rrf
pt'oPlc ;rt the rcr'crvirrg crrc-i.

il \l(),r(i I()l

irt Iire
a|ltlilt.,

i,,l tir,rl.: ;

lL.ri'.'rtr',1 lirr

tllllttll . tltt' Strtst' rtl \-()()f)!'1.(ltl\ !'
l.t i ;t i 1r, \; ,,1 ,1,,,,., .l l lt i, :,r t i,t ll,. .l
rl It t,ti . .il,,,.,r.1 :tr.

r'( (,,:lnili ,ll 'rl llr, l'.rl,rj l.,rrrr,r':,

\irtrrtr, t\!.\ tj,.l

Iitlttt'r't iirll this'cotir'i'It irr 
',t 

st'r'ics tlf
ir'r'lrrt r's t(\ tlr(' Br)nrlr,t\' I lttrr','rsitv ttl
l()-ll'-r rrlr,.'rc lltt' Sl,rl(' \\t)lil,l rrtrr
Itttr'tl)lt\('\ llt.rl rr',1.'llr\! .)lll,lt liVr' lrt

;)l:r',',,tlrtttt l,'ir-sl ( )r'lr,lt'r-l),',',,tnlt,r !00()



pl'ivate iuvestors and \^'ould leave tlre-

rest to private initiative and errte'rprise.
Later, in troth cases the Srvatantra Party
made it clear c'h"rring parliament debatcs
tlr.rt it was opposcd to all monopolics
incltrdins stntc r-rronopolies ancl
dcnr;rnded that thc MI{T[' Act shoultl
etlually applv t.r the State scctor as it
c-lid to thc private sectrrr.

Thc Sr.r'atantra Itarty's cconomic
policies u,cre creatly irrfluenced bv
[)rtrf. B. l{. Shcnoy. For irrstancc allv ()nL'

n,lro carcs to rcad thc' dcbates on thc'
Firrancc Hills in thc sixties u'ill sce
Stvatantra spclkc'smcn advocating a

iloating rupcL. - a proposal that
l)rofcssor Shenoy tirclcssly advocatcd
as \\'as his opposition to dr'ficit
firrarrcins. At thc sanrc tinrc the party
did not oppose all subsidics. Subsiclies
to loss nraking l)SUs \\'cre opposcd; but
thc I'r,rblic Distribution Systcnr hac-l tcl

tre rationalisc-c1 st'r that it did not
strtrsi.lisc foodsrains to thc u'cll-heclcd.

It is this legacy of social concen'r
cvcn rvhile advocating a frec market
ccolr()my that the. Indian Liberal Grotrp
carritrc-l ()n cvcn irftcr thc partr"s cclipsr..
In l9S5 r.r'ith Minoo Masarri arld Courlt
Otto vorr Lambsdorff, arr outstanding
Ccrrrran Litrcral, prcscnt, thc' Inclian
[.iltcral Croup atlopted a n]arlifcst()
n'lrich, iu a rcfcrencc to ccluality had
tlris ttr say:

"Trr t11, to clinriuatc p()\'crty alld
social irrjrrstice is rlot to acccpt
cgalitarianism viz. the abstract right ttr
rigid crlr.rality of conclitions for all,
inclcprgrq{g111 11f talcrrt, rvork or
iorcthorrght. Whilc Libcrals strorrgly
\r l]rt1( rrt ltl(',ts1 ll ('s trr r,'.1t t,',' rli ffr't't'trcr's

in rn'ealth t() protL.ct each citizen and tcr

increase e(lualitv of opporturritt', thc'Y

decidcdly oppose e-gaIitarianisur n'hich
degrades the individual, rvhercas thc
rc'cognition oi nrcrit irr corrclitiorrs 0f
social jLrsticc is stirrrrrlatirrq." l-hc lndian
Libcral Croup clocs not bclicvc that
frcecltrm ancl cqtralitv .lrc antithctir'.rI
(a positiorr taken hv SirLrvik
Cl'rakravr'rti, '["ibcrty and Eclualitv -

Freedorn as thc Suprcnre Valuc', 'fllc

Titrrcs $ /rrrlirl, Jrrly' 
'l 9t.

Tlrc lrrclian Libc'ral Qltrttp valltes
frcr'clor-n arrd r'rluality Lroru otrt of that
frccdom - thc eqr-ralitv oi opporttrnity.
Evtrr I'arrclit Nchrtr rvho is tluotccl as

saying that'dtnrocracy and prir"'irtc
e.ntcrprise arc. irrcomp.rtiblc' hacl, in his
later vcars to amcncl his asscrtion
somervhat.' Nchrrr may ha!'e had
differcrrt uotions of equality but let us
not forgct that it is because. of his stroug
conrnritnrcnt to L)arliamcntary
clenrocracy that tvr' Iravc in luclia krcla1,,

a frc.c' socicty - rr,ith all its
'impcrfc'ctions, n frcc society
ncvcrthcless.

As for Minoo Masarri, (to lvhonr
Sauvik Chakravarty rcfers to in Iris
articlc), this is n'hat Masani \\'rote ()n

Deccmbcr 1952 ra'hcn rran'ring thc
j<rtrrnal lrc ftrrrnclecf , 'L'rcctlotn [iirst':

"We stlcctcd this titlc for otrr
l}-rl lcti rr Lrcca usc r.r'e ctrnsiclcr l-i bcr ty,
n'ith thc $re.lt hist()ri.rr [.olt] Actou, to
bc thc suprcmc Eood. We' clo give
priority to frcedonr - rrot in proint of
tinrc, btrt in timc of fttndamcntal
inrpt'rrtancc. Thc fight for brerrc'l arrcl

frte.donr lras of c()ursc tr'r t-rc n'a8cd
sirrrrrlt,rrrr',rrrslt'. \\'r, rr',trtt hollt frrr ()nl'

pcoplc - lt'r'rvarrt brcad t/rroug/r
freeclonr bc.cause that is the only n'a1,
to gct it. "

N4uch later in, 1985, rcfen.ing kr
soci.rlisnr in his scminal lrticlc
"Libt'ralisnr" hc rt,rote ittttr'alit1:
"Socialism has failcd to delivc.r the

1;oods. lt has prro,l116cd leitlrcr ccprality
rror a bctter life for the masses of thc
pcoplr.. The ainrs of socialisrn arc goocl.
I am still a strcialist irr that sense. If vou
ptlt it ttl t'nc: 'll)o ),()tl belic\,c in Le1i1's
free atrc'l ctlual socictl,?' I lvill sry '\'ts'.
If frccclom irrrcl ctlr-rality arc thc
obiectives of socialism, I am for it. Btrt
lr'hc'n I firrcl that thc wcaporr that I havt'
uscd docs lr()t create frccdorn rlr
crlualitr', t-:ut crcates tyranny ancl
slirvc'ry o11 ollLt sidc aucl inerltrality and
poverty on thc othcr, thc'n I rvotrlcl be
a fool if I stuck to that \^,eapon."

ln Mi.rrch this ycar tlrc lrrdian
Li bt:ra I Crott p. rcvi cr'vc'd t1 e m a tr i -ic's t.
atrd incorpolatecl iu its Constitntion thc
followir-rs, anl()ng other things, as the
Croup's Olrjcctives: "The purpose of thc.

ILG is to fostcr tlrc valucs of frccdonr,
res-ponsibili t\,, tolcrarlcc, social jrrsticc

arld cclunlity oi opportuuity bascd on

the libcral bcliefs that liLrcrty u,ith
indiviclual rcsponsibility are thc
folrncliltiorrs of civilised s()ciet\/; thc
Statc is iru instrunrcnt rrf thc citizcns it
sr'rvcs; .lny ncti()n rr[ [lte Stltc Ilr,rst
rcsPcct tllc plirl6iPlgs trf tlemo.-ratic
accor-rntability ancl thc nrlc of lart."

Thc lrottonr liuc is of c()Llrsc .t

bc.ttcr lifc for our pcople

This, in nry vicrr,, ()ught to bc
thr' Irrof i lt' of cort tr'nr pora ri, l.ilrcra I isrl.

\:'
,{

Liberals in our part of the world have two big

handicaps. We have illiteracy on one side and poverty

on the other. And these make for irrational and anti-

democratic forces to get strong. The important thing

is to try and hold the scales even and not to lean

ir,r.lVtly vvdy

Minoo Masani, Dentocracy & .Develapnrent,
Published by tlre lndiarr Liberal Group, 1969
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The EnemY Within - II

Containing CorruPtion

Can corrttption be cured? Ctltt lvc have a tottrllv

corruption-free stlciety where ever-\/()lle d<les n'hat is

expected of hirtr clr her u'ithout expectirtg atty rer'r'ard

other thau rvhat is legitimately dtte ftlr the periorruance

of specified duties ?

Can a traffic policemalr resist the ter.rrptation tlf
acceptirrg a surall Lrribe frour a driver u'ho itttlps a

traffic sigtral. Catr a lovver divisiotr clerk at the ratit'ruing

oifice resist a trribe to ignore a false declaratiorr ? [lr

alr essay that Itaiarii trrrote in the sixties he tlescribed

these as pettv corrttptiolr arisilrg fronl greed, a lrortlral

hunran trreakttess. These u'ill reurain as ltlrrg as htturatrs

nrt' u'hat thev lvere.

Ilut de1-rlorable as these lvere, ther'' clid Irot

errclanger civil society.The aurottlrts thirt changecl harlcls

rtere snrall arrcl generallv voltttltar)', taking the fortl
of I'rll,s/ri.s/r, rlftert in kirrd. A tr;rsket tlf frttits or a box

of sn,eets at festival time. Arrd these are not confined

to goverlluteut servattts alone. l)nrchase lllanagers,

Particularl)' of ttratrttfactr.rring etrterPrises rvlrether itt

the prirrate or putrlic secttlrs t'uake a';rile on the sicle'

as tlte phritse goes. Everl ilrdenting clerks u'hti arc itr

charge 1v1: 51i1[ilrttet'f itenrs or printing t",,"t1t"u.l5, Lrill

bcroks and the like, ior itrstalrce, expect a 'cttt'. The

supplier provicles for this'cttt'iti his qtrote !It dicl

rrot acclttire dangerous proportiotrs, becanse strciety

learnt to cope rvith it and cotrtairr it rvithirr malrageablt'

limits.

But we are talking abtltrt the kincl c-'f vetralitl'
tlrat hurts and destrtlvs civil society. That is tlre venalitv

ertgerrdered by the L)ertllit licence raj rvhich cot'ttitrues

to prlague us evetl rt'l.rile the state is loosenirlg its
ecotronric reitts. This explains the trlrhc.rlv uexus Lretu'eelt

politicians, trusiuesstrteu, babus and trade uuitttt
'lt'irders' (as against geuttine trade trtritltrists) u'ho seek

to stall nl()\/cs b1, 11't" Statt'to disitlvest frortr

unclertirkitrgs where the State has trtl bttsilress to be

iu the first place. If the pernrit-licence-qtlota rai gave

rise to a Nevv Class crf corrltPt ptlliticians, corrllPt
bureaucrats atrd cttrrttpt bttsitresstlretr; the satne c()rrtlpt

p()l i tic i.urs, ctlt'rttpt br.tsinessttretr .l llt1 c()rrttl)t birbtts a rt'

nor'l' joined by tracle utlicllr 'leaders' rvll<lse ptlrt'er Lrase

irr I'SUs is thleatetrecl, to push the State back to thc

rt:gitne ttf pertlits, licertces irncl tltttltas. The t-f folts of

these l'eirctir)llaries tteec'l trl he iotrglrt back antl
corrtit itrccl .

Corruption Steals the People's Bread

Neither economic development nor social equity is

possible if corruption is not rooted out. lt is not merely an

ethical question, though that is important . No nation can

exist very long without morality in its political or public life.

Corruption touches the very bread of the people. Crores of
rupees have gone down the drain in the sense that what is
meant for clevelopment for the welfare of the people lras
qone into the pockets of corrupt people. ln Bihar, senior
officialc rnlill toli irnritl',a1 at least IOo;1' of rl{.r\/pl'r-)ilrr,ttl sn''rrrlii-i'-i

Jayaprakash Narayan ion'ards Tcttal Ravoltttlort \/olrtmc 4

iTr^r..r' .. l)r.l,ir^!t..ri. l,A:rtl]l,fil\' - l rrrti

Ir:s !eekeC Irttr .?fIllPt lofket:



Containing Corruption

Cleansing the Augean Stable

It is r;ratifving to notc that Mr.
(lulzali Lirl Nauda, (Urrion IIor-rre'
I\,linistcr in 19(r4 n'hcn this letter n'as
n'rittcrr ltt Tlte Llitrdrtstntt l-intes), is ke,-'n

ttr ctrrlr crl'rrtptitrn in thc' ctluntry. lf tlrc
.Aurcarr staLrlc is trr bc clearrse-cl, thc
strernl of pulrlic <'rpiniot-r tnttst Lrc

cf fec Li vel1, rl i rcctecl .r gai nst thc Lrrcetli n s
spots tll- ctrrmLrtiorr. l\/c lr;r vc .rctltt i rcd
15g Lrad habit trf clisobcying thc Iarls.
This is a vcry sad statt' of affairs. Lct
us rcalizc that thc hirLrit of lightly
chanuing thc laws wcakcns the vcry
esscllcL. rrf tlrc' lart. A strcam of prarty
lestrlrrtiorts wcaving ar<luttcl
anrcndnrent n fter amcrrc-hlcrr t r'r,i I I Ica cl

ttr .r crisis ol'der.rrocr.rcV. l-lo',r' long c;ru
\^,c indrrlge irr thcsc political
L.xtrnvagauzas irr the nar-rtc of rveliarc'
Sta tc?

I-t:t us l:tr L1(rL,p(:r' into thc ttritt[ct'
anel .rnalysc the catrscs of cot'ruprtiou.
[-ct r-rs havc no idcolo.qical bias linriting
()l-lr scofrc ()f in','cstigatit)n. l'hc
i nrpl t'nrenta tion oi srrcia list
Lrr()rlfitlInlL" throrrqlt "clctIocrltic
[rr()cesscs" lr.rs rvt'irkt'trccl anrl u'ill
[r,rr-the r n'cakcrr the 

"'crv 
csscrlcc (]l: thc

lan,. The vot.rrics of er socialist
l-rr()tranurlc aitrt at a rcvolr,rtion in tlrc

econonrid and prrlitic;rl rr'latiortslttp irr

the' comnrunity th ror rgh r.rd ica I chaugcs
rvhich might provc' a thlcat to ottr
political stability. [,et rrs Lcnrcrrtlrc'r that
any socializati<lu of the conrurrtnity otr

thc b.rsis of yrcrnrit-liccllcc-rluota $'ill
clc.Lrasc socictlr, pttllutc prr"rblic liic irrtd
rlc'strov all idcalism that nrakcs for
culturc .rtrcl rivilizatirrrr.

Our long-tclnr air-rr sltottld bc tr:r

cultivate n trationol outlook rvhich
irrclr-rdcs a scnsc of drrty arrd a setrse oi
true valucs. To this errd, lct trs thirrk iIr
tcmrs of a corrrplctc rcoric'tttatiotr of ottr
sVstclrr oi cdrtcatit-rn. Tlrc idca of
ci ti zen shipr shou l.l Lrc cl'icctivel.\, a rt ci

vitorotrsly inccrtporatcd inttt ottr
cri uc.r ti on a I Lt( )trallr mcs a t thc pri t-na ry,
socondary and ulti'"'crsity stagcs.
N.rtiorralisation of cducatiotr docs not
rncan incloctrinatiorr oi arry virricty. Otrr
ccltrc.rtiorraI progranrnrcs should ntrt
Lrccomc instrumcntal in crcatitrg any
ty;re of 'ctrlt' castirrg tr ltlrg shaclon' rx,'ct'

otrr rrationirl lifc. r\n idea n'liich has
f.rilccl t,r cilLrtivatc Lhc.rttcutirrn rrI the

crlttcatccl can ur'\'L1r ht' intcllillitrlt: trr

thosc ignoltrnt ptxr;rlc 1a,l11r lrirrrc trcithcr
arry sharc in thc ftrlmirrc of ;'rtrblic
tlpinitlr-t, nor har-c atty opprortunity ttr

I(. K. lrathal<

Ic'ccivc.llr\r ilrctl'g(-t rrtrs irr the scir.)ltcc
of citizenship. Witlror-rt tlrc iclca of
ci tizcnshi p-r, d ct n ot-'ra cy ca rrrr o t srt rvi I'e,
rlor L.\'cn gorld qovcrrrme rrt. If r,r,c

sincercly r.va rr t gooc-l got,crrt r-ncn t ;r rr ci

fair clistributi,rrr of tlte urrtir>u's ;xotluce,
rtL- nr-rst lt'arrt ttt fostr't' civic se nse .

As rer:arcls thc short-tt:rnr
nrcasrlrcs, lct pnrtrcs be rrtaclc intLr thc
chirr[cs of corruptiorr ancl it mrrst lrc
rrrade clcar that brceding of colrtrptirrn
would mean hcavy punishnrent. Lct
thc'sc charges bc tric'd irrrd heald in the
court of lau'. Il rrecd bc, an articlc rlav
bc includt'tl in the l.l'.C. anrcndmcrtt bill
rthich is soinc to Lrc introducctl iu tirt:
enstrirrg scssion of I'arlianrcrrt. Lct thcrtr
Lrc a scparate bcnch in cvely civil cor.u't

for this prrrp()sc. Opcrr trials bc hcld ali
o'"'cr thc countrv. r\ rcigrr of tcrror, u'ith
tlre conscnt oi thc pcoprlc, .rnll in thc bcst

intercst of tlre rratiorr, n,orrld cl() sor)rc

sood. l-ct rrs do all this n'ithor-rt any
ciclav. Thclc is 11() usL. lockine thc stablc
n'hr:n thc str.rccJ is stoletr. It r.r'ottlcl lr.'
tr'ro latc if things,rrt'irllrrnt:tl t() rl{r\\
u,ithorrt anv effcctive .-[1,161i f1'1.l11i [1l1rtr'.

Ifi n d us tan Ti nt a.s, 5'h Arrgust I 95-1.

Kargil Donations Misused?

Ever regretted being patriotic? Eleven men in Sri Ganganagar in Rajasthan say they are trying hard not to
regret the sentiment that roused tlrem durirrg the Kargil war into donating over a lakh of rupees towards the Kargil
Fund

The reason is that to this day, they have no clue as to whom their donations have benefited.

The transporters who formed an umbrella group called Sri Ganga-nagar Tourist Bus Operators Association,
had donated Rs 1,11,000 towarcls the Kargil Fund on July 29, 1999. They never received a receipt from the District
Transport Officer, Maclanlal Meena who hacJ been raisingl the funds When they later complained to the District

Collector of Sri Ganganagar three nronths later, Meena intnre-cliately depositecl Rs 44,000 on Ootober 27 and

ltroclrrceci a rer:er1tt for the sanre He had no evplanation as to tl-re rlelaved deposit As fcr the rest of the anrnttnt

ire trrarrtlaitrreu tiiitt ire irari re(jerve(i ottty titat tttttclr

liul irL. Jcti.-,,r f ollo,i;iJ. ai,d iiv .ri.Lur,ii:i vr'clb iiiacid [o.firiJ ueji abuui titc irrui.. ui i.i ru irrut.rey. 
: -^ ..^^^ I

Sreelatha Meirotl, Ttte lnc!iart Express, Mt',rttll.ii, Jr:ly 30. ?c00 
1
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Containing Corruption

A Nation of Self-Seekers
Ranjit Konkar

And the nightmare began. Under the 'new' social order, one had to be
humiliated by one's own countrymen instead of by foreigners. That was

all that was new about it.

This is the story of a rration of pcople rvith a 3000
yr.ar long unbroktn ancestry who fell onc day into tlre harrds
of thc' rulcr of a tiny islrrncl half n'av arr>nncl thc globc. It
hurt thcir self-re.spcct and their sense of pricle to be se'rt,ants
to a mortarch sitting on a thronc adorncd by .r diarnorrd stolcrr
frrrm our on'n larrd. Thcy began kr fight for indcpcndencc
from thc'rtrling tribe: thcy did nrrt lvarrt to be subjccts
arlynrorc, rather, yearrred for self-rule, total independcncr"..
Around the turn of the century, it produccd giants one after
another u,l'ro ultimately succceded in rvinning for thc citizcns
of thc'ir nrotherland thc prizcd goal of self-rulc.

Fruits of Fre edom ...

These wc're the clays for u'hich the. pcople had bcen
rr'aiting arrcl fighting for ovcr 50 ycars: when they woulcl
gct tlte oprporttrtritV of fmrtrinq a corrstittrtiou for thctlsclves,
clcsignirrg laws kr govcrrl thenrselvcs by, pr-rtting systc.ms and
inslitr.rtiorrs in pl66e that wor-rld make the daily livc's of pcoplc
easicr, assignine rcsporrsibilitics to various people and
trrgrrtisatiorrs, of iinallv thr<trvirrg out the yttkc of thc fttreign
rnlcr. Onr n'ronev rvas now ours to spend or save, tl'rev
thorrgltt rr'ith rclicf. Orrr ciforts rvould rron bc uscd in
building Llp ()ur on'rr nation, rrot somctlnc clsc's. Nttrv thtrt
\\'L. arc.goine to rulc. otrrsclvLrs, tve nccd not fear any
harassr-ucnt, any persccutioll, anV itrconveniencc. Et'crything
n'ill iinally be alright, rrorv that our owrl pcoplc arc ruling
us, !()c arc framing thc rules. Wc will cl-lsure that daily livin.g
is made e-asy ancl convc'nicnt and as rue warrt it. Aftcr all,
dott't ptrlplt: rvitlrin r flrnrilt' nrlkc sulc thirt thr't' do lt()t c,rrrs(.

It,rrnr t, r r'.rclr otltcr'l lr,rrrrilial .trr,utgel)re nts are clesignttl 1,,

llrcct cvcrvollc's corrt,ctticttcc and to caLrsc lto ()llc alty trotrblc.
Ccrtainly, then, the Lrcoplc a'c clc.ctc.d at irrclcpcnclcncc u'ould
havc ottr bc'st intcrr.sts irr mind whcn tlrcy clcsisn (rLtr

c()lrstitutir)n accortliug to n,hich thc country r-nust ctrnduct
itscli. Wc can Lrc- assurcci that lifc will bc casicr and nrorc
pl't1s1,rc111115 11,rtt.

... a l\'lirage

So tlrt"n, thougltl. llotr,r't't'r. as tltr. rJ,rt,s oi sr.'lf-r'rrlc
:;t,trlt'tllr,t\silri,lrv ih,,l',',1,1,.\\,.r,..rrrrr,,r'.,,1 ',.,1.1:,:.rr.'..r
t() r.r{)tia(' tltirt vt.r V Iittlc rvlts tlt;uruirrll ;}r'{)ln(l llrr'rr J ).ril'
li,, irt;,; rtl{irrir, ,i 1,, l,r. ll.r,-, s,rrtr,' i.ult..turr,rtlr 1r',,1,!r,r.rr,, rl

r'as irri.lcr. tlrt' ttri ir str : 
",.' 

:r i"r.... ;';.,."; r,,';r. .';; rt...;:i',, -,,,',..
antl rr'tt:latiorrs,rl:l-t'ctin11 cverV lsP('ct of ont"s tl,ril1, IIi,'

trrrbridled p()rvers givcrr to the inclir.icluals n,ho n'cre nrnninr
thr' adnrinistrativc rnachinery. Thc samc obstruction to fret:
nrclvr.ment $gf1a'ggn cities irr thc guise of somethirrg callccl
trctxri. The sanrc' rcstriction to carrvitrs m.rterial fronr onc
part of thc country tcl anothtr-one could rrot carrv a sackful
of basmati ricc from l'r,rnjalr to Bombay u'ithout pcrmits!
l'eoplc r,r,cre bcwilciercc'l. Whcre rvas thc relief that h,as to
come once the gora (rvhite) sal'rib rvcnt arvay? After all, u,asn't
l're the source of all otrr tror-rbles? Wasn't hc the only
impediment to our growth? Now that hc is gonc, why aren't
things cliff'erc'nt? Why is it taking so krt-te for tlrirrss hr changc?
The gorn sahib has gone l'rttt ()Llr oh,r1 m.rll who is rrolv
occupying his scat is no diffcrcnt. Hc takes as lorrg, talks as

ructly, makcs my lifc no lcss difficult Is politicat frccc-lrrm
tl're rrrrly thing n'c gained orr 15 AugustlL)47? Was it not to
Lrc ncconrplrricd bv arr irlp.r11.'.t-t''"trt in Iiving st:rndartls, in
thc rlrrality of lifc?

What rvas only inefficierrcy ancl procedural hirrclranccs
in thc btginlring, r.r'hich pcoplc ptrt upr r,r'ith n,hilc errjovirrg
tltcir trcrv-fottncl frcc.clom, sl6wlt'grc'f inttt a catrccr t5at
trrrtrt'cl d frcrr|lc for rvhonr Mahltrna C.rnclhi fotrght tr'ith lris
liic, into one hc n'oulcl Lrc ash.rnrc.l to Lrr- associatt'rl rr ith
rr'ere hc to ctrrnc kr Iife "rsain. Urrlikc earlicr plights of lndirrn
society, rvhich cor,rld be attribrrtctl to 'the iuvadcrs,' thu
'iorcign rulcrs,' this cancer rvls ingrou'r.r. Fift1, ycars rr'atchccl
an honcst, upright, idealistic prc.oplc turrr into a pcc-rplc n'ho
forgot basic values lcarrrt on mothers' laps, likc. horresty and
not-stealins. Slowly, that brou'n replacc'nrent of thc qorn clcrk
r t',rlisr'.1 []r,ri lrc coulcl l,rr.l ()\,cr lhc ]to]rrrllcr-. lri\ ()\r'rl
brothcrs;rnd sistcrs - in no less irr"ritful - or diiiicr-rlt - a

lranncr tharr tlrt'gorrl L.eiorc him. Onlv, it lvas rlonc r.r'itlr
clifl'crcnt instrumcnts. Conc rvas tht'gun. And it h'asr1't
trt'cclecl. llltroc'l n'ould bt' totr nrcssy. Irrstcld tlrc go','crnrlcnt
lrarl placccl it in his solc hancls to rlisbr.rrsc to thc pcriple
inrptrrtarrt dt.tcurletrts withorrt rvhich thcy coulcl not avail rtf
sonrc itnportarrt facility tlrat thc govcrrrrncnt hacl cmpou,crcd
itsclf to bc solc plor,'idcrs trf. C)r r.r,ithotrt rvhich s()lr1c asla('cI
,ri rl,rt, lrr-11,11. 1'1:,. \\'.ts t() l)t.c()lIC crtrr-rntr-'ly tliit'icrrlt.

'l'lir' lrJr'rv J)istr,'rrs,rl i,'r'

,'rii iirr'r,.!'r.()l)ir.iur,'llr irr'trrrr.rti'' !rkl rtrtrt', I.rrtrlr.;.

irc saw, ttrr:ct that lr)rp(titant cloctrnrerrrt /\nd it is all iir rly
h;rnrls to gii t' it to Ilrcrrr ol no[. Nobotly tlcnratrclt lrtttclr of
itt.. il,. , ,,rr' .ill .;,, ,1,,.i1,, rl 1iy,,1.1, s() llt('('l(. i\il trt tlrerrr
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Containing Corruption
obey r-ny ordcrs to bring this, bring that, crrme back to pick
np, accept lnv L'xcuses of This n'ill take timc, This is rrot my
jolr. Thc fcr.r' that do gct rrrrr:ry arrcl protest go to thc supcrior
officcr. Who has eithcr not comL- in )'et, or has gonc out, or
is busy rr'itlr someorrc, yotr w'ill havc kr ct:ntc Lrack, sorlv.
Srr tvho does he 1;o to complain to, then? 'l'he next superior
officcr? Whose office is half rvay across torvn!? Arrd n'ho
himsclf is uot guarante-cd to be tht'rc. on time? You have to
be kidding. I have office to go to, family ttr feed, mv own
pc.rcc of mind kr l.othcr about. l'ublic responsilrility can n'ait.
Aftcr all, no orle canle to nry help in thc rlttcue n'hcrr I u'as
being told off by that clc-rk. Orrc clerk against all of us. Ancl
l1o-or1L'spokc. up! Hou'thc clerk must bc gloating ovcr his
()wn po\\'c.r arrd importancc.

The cle'rk has arrother trick to play. Rulcs arc rrrles.
All paperwork rnrrsl be produced. All entrics rntt.sf be corrcct.
Here, your namc is nrisspelt on this form. Co back and get
it corrected by an authorised notary. IExccssive procedurc's
and rulesl Yotr! I can't firrd your file anyu'hcre. Comc
tonrorrotr'. Ancl rvhat do .r7r,rt rvarrt? Sorry, that nran hasn't
cornc toclay. What can I do? It is not nry Problcnr. ['assing
thc, br,rckl

Surcly I can make some money out of this rr,hole thing,
thc clerk thought. A realisation of the porvcr that lay in his
hancls darr'ncd rrporr hirl.

And thc nightmarc began. Urrdcr the 'ncn" social
order, onc- haci to be humiliated bv orrc's cln'n cclnntryrncu
instcad of by forcigrrc.rs. That rvas .lll that n'as lrc\\, itb()ut
it. Wc'san'thc natiotr that had iouglrt its ()llc [o carn its
incicpcnclerrce tr-rrrr frighteningly qtricklv into self-sceking
individuals r.vho, instcacl trf c';rrning the'ir r,r'calth bv honcst,
hard rt'rrrk and a respcct ior others, optine instcacl to chcat
each othcr, exploit each otlrc-r in prcciscll, thc. otlrcr's r"nomcut
of need. Compatriotism had no r,'irlr.rc. It dicln't nrcan an\/thillg
to arryorre that the pcrsorl he tt'as chcating u,as his fcllorr'-
countryn'lan, lris co-inheritor of the ccltrntry's fortuncs. Our
cr'runtry, that mr-rst have had to chtrrrr millerrnia of its acquired
virttre and satnsknara to producc thc galaxv of nrahatnras ant-l

sairrts at tht trrrn of thc ccntur)'to rt'irr indepcndcrrce antl
spirittral sLrprL.macy for rrs, n'as succunrbirrg to the clebilitating
po\\,ers of thc onc- quality - selfishness - in its pcoplc th.rt
a peoplc' blcssed with a spriritual lcgacy shotrld havc bccrr
ashamed of. Aidc.d by 'system' factors (amply reprresentccl
by tl're over-cmpowe'rccl go!'ernment official) rvhich had tlic
unintended effcct of bringing out the. rvorst irr the peoplc,
the'nation began its descerrt irrkr a hcll for its citizcns, raistcl
from childhocld on fictitious storit's of virttr<>Lrs mytht)ltrcical
heroes but finding nothing btrt the very opposite rlr.ralitics
in its leaders.

MR. RANJIT KONKAR Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering Stanford
University; is a Software Professional in Robotics and Computer-
aided l\'lechanical Design.

Corruption in Education
f. B. D'Souza

Our children are being virtually schooled in crooked one-upmanship. Our evil
generation was teaching them the lesson that honesty is the worst policy.

Somc. six ycars ago a group of persons camc together on
the initiativc' of Mr. Vinay Toshnis'al, a rvell-knorvn industrialist,
and Mr. N. II. Athrcva, an equally lvc.ll-knorvn nranagcnrcnt
((illsultallt,trrtlrink()l ll()\\ \\'c,()r(lilr,rrVritil('n',(r,ul.l ll!il),rfl('.1
thc stccp dccline ot cthics in public lilc. Wc lcrc a snr.rll llroup -

lcss than a drrzcn - ancl thc problcnr l'as all arotrncl us. It rvas colo55nl,
likc thc rvindnrills that faccrl I)on Quixotc, aurl l'e \\'crc s() pun\'.
It rtas grolving by thc hour. Wc called ourselvcs t.ok I litlt. ()ur groupr

is br"rrdcnccl ntrithcr s,ith a chairman ll()r a sccrctary nr)r a

constitution, yet rve havc nraclc a ft'w' nrorlest cfforts in pr,rrsuil of
ethical goals and practicc. Our first e'ndcavour conccrncd an clcction
that rvirs thcn inrmincnt. Wc tricd, rvith sonrc succL'ss, to gct tlrc
prcss t(l highliglrt thc positivc tlrralitics that votcrs sh()uld ('xPc( l

ol titt t,rntlirl.ttt.s.

\\',-1 ;1s11 lrclrl .r rvr,rks!to1, ,'1t 1111' jn'.'ll1r-tir'"n(...\ ,'l
Nl,rlralaslrir:r s l.rrk r\1'rrkl.5lrar.rri l';rrvar s Il()\(rllnr('nt ir,rti lrr.r
slrr,r l.'l.rtt Irrl'r.lr|r'rr['rrrrt'ir, i'r,l'ri)Ir"llDt, 1,, liltt;i \r i rrr ri', 1,,,i,,,

- Thii is based on Mr. J. B. D'Souza's talk at a seminar to discuss
how education could be rid of corruption, organised bv the Nehru
Centre and Lok Uith on ALrgust 5. 200C)

department an officer rvhom the t,ok Ayukt had found corrupt. VVe

placecl our findings, on n'hat had to be donc to make thc [,ok i\y'ukt
a real ombur'lsman, beforc thc new deputy chicf ministcr. Mr. Munde

[)r'r)illirc(l tts uarl! n(tir)ll, L)ut l.utr rrl.tts (]\fru(t' (l lrirrr 1., k.,'i.'lr.rl
pr()nrisc. lt4r. lvlunrie nle I orrr cxpc'ct,rtions, hc rlitl nolhirrg. llrc
(iovcrnnrent of Intlia thcn bt'gan to nr.rkc noiscs alrout a L,ok Pal

llill it rvas going to crract. lt rvas thc latcst in a scrics of nriragL's:
succcssivt l-ok Pal Bills that succcssivc govcrnnlcnts in l)clhi havc
rlraftcd to nrislead thc pcople into a Lrc'licf that thcl'are scrious abottt
fighting corruption. Wc arranged a small scminar on the latcst llill.
()ur re'ct-rmmcndations u,r-nt to I)clhi, whcrc thcy nrust be nestlilrg
cosilv in a filc in lhc archivcs.

r\notlrct ol ottr cllorls tvas rinrutl at ttttlttr:itrg lt lrit cl
lrrrrsIrrr'rrcy irrto lhc rrrtrrkt, ailairs ol N,lalrarashtra's i\4celrt.ll
(','rirrril I\l,rslrrlt'r,irrnrrsllr.rrr i.rr,l.,l.cri,)Lr;lrlall)rJcli(c:rl.\'s,'tt'"
{)l ()lrr l(\| rl,rtlrrrs atttl tlrr'N'lctlrr'al ( r,rtrrr'rl's:jlr((!'\\ lrl (',\(rilrr-
rlr,,'tr rrl' !r) r lr|lrl,,\r) lrr lltr.l lrr'lr (-r)ltrl \\',. ;tl()tlr! \\'tllt rirt i iltrttr'
trir Mcr,lrcal l'.thics. have souglt.t'a Wrrt rc(ltttlltrs thc LuLlncil [(I

ilist lost' its Proct'tlrtrcs ;rtrtl its clcr'isiotrs J ltt' ('ortrt trl;rv strott'ltcar
ilr,' ,r.,'
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Containing Corruption

From l,okllith's u'ork, wc have learnt the follor.r'ing
lcssons: First, u'c lcarrrt hc'ru' ftrlly our people hale corne to
takc corrr.rptiou i<>r granted. Second, rve rrotcd w'ith rt'grct
thit ()Llr rulcrs :rre rror.r' institutionalisine corrulrtion - rvitncss
the grant to Ml)s of rlnotas for telephonc connections, LPC
assignmeuts and thc. like, for each of lr'hich there must be a

pricc. tstrt u,tlrst of all, itr each of our endeavours, agairr and
agairr, tte rcaliscd to our httrror that the nation's children
rvcrc tr,.ttching; thcy hacl bcgurr to cop-ry their cldcrs'
dishtrncsty. Thcy n'cre lrcing virtuallv schoole.d in crookecl
onc-ul'rnranship-r. Ql.r, e"'il gcneration h'as teaching thenr thr'
lesson that htrrresty is thc' u'orst policy. We realised that thc'
n;rtion u'oulcl sink dL'epcr ancl deepcr irrb this nrorass unless
this gcrrcratiorr could begin to girrc cthics a placc in our
schools, our colleges, in thc classroom. It is to rouse otrr people
to a beginnirrg of such an cffort that the Nehrtr Ccntre ancl
I-ok l-lith havc' arranged this seminar.*

Meanrvhile tlre rot has sct in at the sclrool and collegc
lcvcl. Tl'rerc is no lcvcl of edr-rcation in this country that is
frce of cornrprtion. At thc lowest level, nty son tclls mc of ;r

PlimarV school hc visitecl in Orissa. The tcirchcr - thcre is
ttuly onc' - attends the school twice a nronth, orre of thosc.
visits bcing ol1 pay day. She survive-s because she shares her'
salary with the h'rspc-ctor of Schools. That school is not uniclue;
it is typical of our rural schools. At top level, here is a story
frottr Bilrar', a story I found in'I'lrc Statcsnlrll: Misa tsharati,
a str.rdeut at thc l)atna Women's College, was found unfit
by the college administration to appe'ar at the univcrsity's
Itrtt-'rtrrediatc t'xamirratirtrr in 1992. She flunked the medical
cntrancc tcst in 1993. Yet in 1999 Misa krP;red thc MBIIS cxanr
n'ith tlistirrctiou irr tlvo srrbjccts. This n'onclcrfrrl proc'ligv is
tlrc clatrghtcr trf Bihar's Chie.f Ministcr, thc colourful Rabri
I)cvi and hcr distingrrished husband, Laloo I'rasad Yadav.

What happerrs at lcrrcls in betr.veen? You ha"'c to pay
black nronc-y for admission to schortl. In the classroom the
avcragc teacher does not tcach. You h"r'u,c to go to him for
sPecial tr,rition, r,r'hich is very costly. If you dorr't, chanccs
,ll(' llt rl 1,q111 lq jll rlrrf 1r,tqq llp]t.ss. ()f ('!rl1\(.. \'1q1 q-,111 1r111,

Iltr r1t-tr'siirrrt f,.rPet irt Arlt.rttee, ()l (r)p\, \,()Lll .llls\\'Uts It()nt
s()nlcotlc e lsc, or fix thc cx;rmincr. Sonre of our lcilclcrs believe
tltrt sttrclcr-rts havc a right to copy.Jtrst trhc.rcl of onc clection
art aspiring Chicf Ministcr announccd that within th'cnty
tnitrutcs tlf r'r'irrnirrg arrcl assuuring oificc he n'ould lcgalise
cop'rvinr. Nahrrally, lre won his clectiorr. And that was pcrhaps
tl'rc orrly clection promisc hc kept. I'lappily, hc didn't last
Irrtrg cnough to clcrrrancl tlrat thc riglrt to c()py lrc,rc]clccl as
,r furld.urL'ntrl lieht in tlrt' ( onstitrrtion.

'ft:.tclrrtrs rvlt,r irrsisI on ;rIit,ttc lilL()t illE n()\\, !r)llVr't t
,!i, ' i, ri .r I rr... rrri .., ,ll 1,,--.. -. , I, ,, rr,. ,1,,,i
lr' ! \l:,.. I l,.r .r '..,,,. , :. .,...r ,. ;..!.,..-,.. l..r '.... r ... .lt.,1.,,,,,,, .lr..L.,r.t.1..,,.,.
.trli e t-ttserl ru.rtlrit16 .i.rsses, rl ir.rrir lr.rr e ltutv L)t:$Lll [ri eurrtt uj
tltt' toyr Positiorts in prrblic cxanrirratioris- Oi at li.irst tlrt'i, clairn
trr,l,' s,. .;1q1-|,,r'ti11,' tlr,.i1';l;.ir11s rvill. I."l'lislr,',1 |i,.111r,'.:,rl'
'trr|111';*' sirttrt'ol tlrt'st'l,r1r1ri1r1' yri,'11r,,s,11' silqllrll lrrltrriltl

frtrrl toppcrs rvlto toppccl without the hclp of coachirrg
classcs, Ve t somt tr)ppel's irrc alrcaclY Lruyalrlc .rt this carh,
age. Oi collrsc, if clespitc thc o1-r1-r1r111111itics I havc clcscriLred
yorr still don't rrct the'dcgree or clipltrma you seek vou neeLln't
give rrp. lJrrmbay's F.dtrc''ttiotr Tintt's, a 7'irrrcs of ltrdia publication
has sr'r'eral par:cs of coaching class aclgertisentcnts. HL.rc arc
tlrree'of thcrrr, printed on l()th July:
1. "A[.L Failtrrt's in any class can casily pass Xth/XI[th

Cra d tr a ti on / I)os t-Cra cl tta ti orr I)i rc'ctl y. ( No prrgl'l 1)11s

quaIific.ltions retltri rccl ). Sol vc' a I I ccl rrcatiouaI prttblenrs
()f L'xanlinertions, promotions, revaluation, OflC,
Admissions in Medical, Engineering Managenrent
Courscs, Colleges, Schools, etc. Pls phone Everest
College" (phonc numbc'r dtleted! - cd.).

2. "PASS X, XII, FY, SY, B.Com., B.Sc., M.Com., M.Sc., MBA,
Dip./Engg Courscs rvithout any prcvious clualification
in 1 sitting solve your all prolrlems. Call (phone numbcr
deleted! - cd.).

3. "ALL Failurcs in .rny Class carr e.,rsily pass SSC/FISC,
Cradtratiorr directlV in orre sittirrg. Solr.e all prcsent/
future Educational problems of Ex.tnrin.rtiorrs, l'assing,
Promotions, Scorirrg, Admissions of Medical,
Engineering, Managenrcnt Courses, College, Schools, etc.
We also undertake OBC/SC/ST, revaluation,
re'verification, coachine, PMT /CET /llT u'orks, e.tc.

Itleasc' pl'rone 'Everest Collcgc' (Frht>nc nLrl)rbcl clelt'tcti!

- ed.). All correspondence coursc-s available. I-Ielping/
promoting all failures our speciality."

()rr top of all this thcrc arc ccrtificatc iactorics in
I'l)'dcr-b'd arrd in Munrl.ai's I)haravi tlrat rvill arvarcl an\,
clt'grc.c, any rlualification vou n'ant. l'ranrod Navalkar
discovc'red the L)haravi plarrt, arrd displaycd some of its
prodr.rcts irr thc State Assembly. Are yor,r strrpriscd that many
of our univc'rsity degrees arc rrot rccogniscd outside the
university campus? Perhaps Ram Manohar Lohia, r.r'ho had
hclpcd frame our Constitution. was risht urhen he later
strggested that at birtlr everv Irrdian should atrtorrratically
rlt't.t Lr'r'ttliL,ttt of lulr\'crsit\'llr',)(lll,lti()n.'S() lliLr\ir sirttltlt'r.
so r-uttch chc.rpcr. Orrly it n,oultl cut out all thc rvonclcrfrtl
()PP()rtunitics for graft thtrt thc prcserrt systenr offt:rs.

Mr. J. B. D'Souza is a rctired Municipal Cornrnissioncr of
Mtrnrbai and a frequent corrtributor to Freedont First.

Enter Mr. N. Vittal
Repealedly, in all our activities, we came to realise how far our society - nol

merely oUr 0overnmenl - had fallen lrom any semblancc ol an ethical slandard,

whal der:p rools conuption irad slruck al levels ilorn llre lop down. hov/ slrongly

in0rained dishonesly had heconrc. how rapidly wo had heconrc a nalion of cheals

;rnii r;wiltdla;rlt. lr Tr::ri5Da:r:fci irrlrln:lic'n;ti.;,rnrrLr;ri i:tnl:iir,j t,t r:.-,1|tllies for

| 
,,,u',,1,1'o', w(r vred l(,r lhe l{ll) l)osrlrol wrllr (nrlv;t lew i)ounlnes Iric lltgerra. j

ln(lrttltsta. ail,J l'tklsl;tlt lt"r l)[:llilfi was r)t]rl ()r I'llotrlto iltlrl w(|5frllilrl (ll(r,llr i

itclrrt wlttclt wu 00u10 see n0 prospeut ol lolrui urlri. uy so|19 llllsLdluuialiur,, I j

bolievc. the Government of lndia chose ior its Central Vigilance Commissioner.a 
I

rnissionary cn,gader an oLrlslandinq r:ivil scrvanl lvlr N Vitlal 
I

, ,rBp I
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Containing Corruption

Ungreasing Palms in India

Need a phorrc, or gas for yottr lttttne or electricity
for vour fackrry? I'ay ttpr. Thc pnln5 of corrupt gtlvc'rnnrent
officials arc' outstretched.

Corrttlrtion is a prublic sccret. Everytlue kuorvs, but
no one has wantcd to say anythirrl; about it. Until now. Nagraj
Vittal took ovr.-r thc CVC in fuptember 1998. The Cornmission
had trce'n senclirrg anntral reports to Parliament for 35 years,

but they larrguished there.

Dealing with corruption need rrot be a ()ne nlan, onc
tirrrc issue, though it is better than it beirrg nobody's issue.

Corruption and disregard of the larvs, especially by those,

rvhose job it is to trphold the rule of lar.r', gocs to tl're very
heart of the issues that nrake India poor ancl backrvard. No
anlount of economic reforms aimed at reclucing povelty and
stimrrlating grolvth is crrer going to rvork if investors fear
losing their capital when the government and the lc'gal systcnr

are unable to enforce corrtracts and propcrty rights. If I have'

a million dollars kr invest I arn much better off earning 57o

intercst in U.S. bank clcposit than iuvesting in say truilding
a horrsc in Delhi for rcntal incorne or invcstitrg itt a bttsiucss
in lndia, ft'rr thc simple reason that it is just not worth thc
hassle of dealing r,r'ith the corrupt in the Delhi Development
Authority and thc Delhi Ele'ctricity Board. If somebody
\^,rolrgs mc in mv busincss or a tcnant rcfuses k) vac.ltc nty

Propcrty thcre is n() Lrracticnl lcgal rcr-neciy n'ot th thc nrtrre
to protect my inte-rcsts, unlcss I arrr rvell ctrrrrrectcd or I lra"'e
the nervc or thc inclination to pass 100 rupec notes to court
house clerks under the very nose of Yorrr Honor.

Corrr,rption and lawlessncss in India arc stifling
crrtcrPrise and scarirrg investors morc than the politicians'

Travesty of justice

The former l)rime Nlinistcr, Shri Narasinrha l(ao, is
trndoubtccllv guilty of bribing JMM MI's t() v()tc for the
Congrcss I'arty to savc his govcrrrment, when tlrc No
Confiderrce Motion was movcd in our ['arliaurent. The
Congress Party, which was thc beneficiary, ttow lt,ants to
cxpt'l Shri Narasinrh;r Ilirrr. A dt'fcatt'cl pors(rlr is an orlthrl.t,
rvhilc a victorions pcrs()lt has many parcnts.

I r'ri,tl lrisl,rrv llrc 1r,.,.'. ,'r'";r1,.'.1 'l-lt,' lat'ii.,' ttlt''t: ':r,i
cirllaLrorators ltal,t'lrt.r'rr ,rcttrtiltt'd.,lltltorrrh lh,'r,'is srrifiei,'rrl
( ir{runls[all( i.ri t'r,idcnct..rg;trrrsi tlrcnr. ,Alilrf lhttrr ,lri lrlLl,lli)
grriltv.

lYircrr .rll,i llrt'rrr .rrc cr;rrailli grriitt, rr,ith tltr' s,tttt,'

To be a common man in lndia is expensive.

Monika I:Ialan

attachrncnt trr socialism. Whether socialism causcs corrr-rption

or not is not nry concern hcrc. Thankful ns r,r'e arc ior (Jnc

Vittal hcre or a T. N. Scshan there, thcsc people '"vill rrrakc
littlc difference unless thc grtvcrnrne Irt in right clrtrest goes

about sc'tting its house in ordcr. Why should thc prulrlic havc
to go to the CVC with their conrplaints. I-lc rnay be a goo.l
marr, but Mr. Vittal is not omnipresent much lcss ontniptttcrrt.
Wc must dcmand, and wc must get, a tlechauism in caclr

government officc-. department, police statiorl atrd court housc

for peoplc to be alrle to make a complailtt asaiust rogue putrlic
servarrts and gct a resL)onse irom a pcrsoll witlr authttrity
in a reasonable time. This is hou' gt'rvcrnmcttt n'tlrks itr
Amcrica and England and evcry other advatrce'd natiorr of
the rtorld and this is hon' wc must makc' it wtrrk irr lnclia,
if we are evcr to have' thc hopc of savirrg ttur systetn from
krtal decav and disintcgration.

As things stand today, the public's acccss is totallv
cut off fronr the people in charge and authority. Yor-r nced
a broker to even gct to sc'c votrr legislator. I rctnc'nrlrer at
onc tilne thc thcn Dl)A rricc chairnratr Jirgtloltirtr uscd t,t

hold a "Dr-rrbar" where the harrassed Dclhitcs ttsec'l to gtr

u,ith their gricvances. Now thc' term "l)ttrbtrr" itsclf rr'.rs

sickerrirrg, - in the second half of thc twentieth cr'trtury. What
r{as rcally rrccdcd rvas a Ptrblic Relatious Officc or a

Crievauce Cell reporting b thc highest official. It is imp.trrtnnt
that local mcchanisurs cxist i11 orlr govcrlllletrt of itces ttr

hancllc pcoplc's complairrts irncl they shoulcl r,r'ork 'uvith
transparerlcy atrd accot-tntability. A pro"rctivc jr.rdgc in the

Supreure' Cr'rurt or a sinccrc' CVC with a r.t'ebsite is llot a

lasting or completc' solutiorr to our mess.

COUIITIISY: Indnstry Standarrl, June 19, 2000.

S. S. Bankeshwar

motivc., it is ridiculclus to nrakc a clistinction Lretrvct'tr titre
lot of guilty pcrs()ns, u,ho cnjtty itntttutrity as tttetttlrcrs trl'

l)arliament, trnd atrothcr ltit of ccltrally guilty pcrsons rvho

clo ntlt cnjoy thc itlmr.rnity.

MI's ttt'r cloubt crrioy gt'eat iltrlnrttrity for thcir itt:tiotrs,

activities, ancl speeches itr l'.rrlianrurt in thr.'tlisch.rr{:t: ol'

tht:il drrtics a:r I\'lPs. Ilrrir'cr.er, lrv trtr strctcli ,'I cvclr tlrc
'...tlr.lr.rt iil.t;,it;.,1i .;,,,i, .1,,,r,1,.,1,,,,i,',, .i'.i;,il
', lrvili,.< .,r, l. r,. t'l'i:t; l.::l.l':, i ;lt:tlilli::': ::l:::,lr':',
llrLllriSin;, itt .sc.ttrts lrc lugitirrr.rl.ely ..tlle.l l)(rl li.rllrrlrLiil i
activitit:s in thc dist:har'gc,rf tirr'ir drrtitls!

\'lli. S. S. tJ,^.fll(liSII\\rAli is.r rciirrl.rr.otrliibLtli,i iii l;.'L,litii; i ir;i'

Ilrat'c]ortt llir,st OcLolx:r'- Dac,:rrthct' 2()00 1:J



Containing Corruption

Need for Systemic Changes

Gorruption has become almost a way of life, not only
and in the public sector undertakings but also

Intellectual integrity and ethical values have to be
restored. To my mind, this cannot be done merely through
detection and prosecution of individuals. Systemic changes
are needed so tl'rat the avenue's for corruption are reduced.
Corruption is a two-way traffic, though the receiver may
be happy and eager to receive - the giver normally would
not be happy to give it. Systems, to start with in government
and public sector undertakings at all Central and State levels,
need to be reviewed and changed so that the avenues of
bribe giving are substantially reduced. For example:

o Why should there be so many trading licences that retailers
have to securc? The number needs to be rc'duced.

o Why should these hading licences be restricted to one year?

Can it not be for a longer period of 3 to 5 years? Authorities
can thus collect more revenue at lower cost.

r More licences and annual renc'rvals tend to irrcrease
corruption and bribe giving.

o In the judicial system, why should a certified copy of a

ludgement already pronounced, take, not only weeks but
somctimes couple of months to be issued? Why can't it
be made mandatory that certified copies shor-rld bc made
available within a week of the pronr>unceme'nt of the

iudgement.
o Payment by checlue for supplies made to government or

public sector undertakings should be made within a week
of its sanction or an interest @ 757o should be paid and
which should be recovered from the officer u'ho is
responsible for the default.

-l'hesc 
.rrc sonrc r>i thc systcm changes tlliith trceel t,r

be madc in all the departments. If wc make systcmic charrgcs
then there will be greater transparency which would hclp
not only economic growth but also better in-flow of Foreign
Direct Investment.

Many genuine foreign charitable foundations would
like to help Indian NGOs and other private agencies in India
with clonations for c'limination of povc-rty and similar w.orthy
social causcs. T'his canllot bc donc ttnlcss the NCiO is
rc{:istcrccl ,,r'ith thc Forcign Contribtrtiorr l{cgtrlati,rn Act
/F( lr,^,t. lt i,: ;trtr,r:zrrrll tlrlt,.,.,n'1 i,,. qrr,-l' .r ,t,rlrlr,,.ir rrit,rhlI
,-.1rrsr'. I hrilrl h.ts fo irr'1r;11<J t1 r't't tlrt'rlr-1istrati6tr.

Anotheir area which would help. to contain corruption
is irttrrrcluctiorr of tlie "ltight to Inftrr nrati()l!" lcgislirtitin Lry

tvilrlr, t,xce1rt i1;1' files orr i)t:le rrce, Fore igrr ,\ff,rrr s .rri.l i'ulir1
Ill,tttcrs, all noiirrrs on othel filcs shoril,-l t,.' niarle ar'.ttl.tltlc

F. T. Khorakiwala

government departments
the private sector.

to any member of the public on payment of a nominal fee.
As tl.re economy gets liberalized, the discretionary po\^'L-rs

of a government officer get reduced and the only r.r'ay bribes
can be asked for and paid is through de'lay. Many are forced
to pay this bribe called 'speed money'.

One interesting procedure came to my notice recently,
which l would like to share with you. When a building plan
is submitted to any Municipal Corporation or local body, it
has to be approved or rejected within 3 months, otherrvise
it will be deemed to be approved. Tl're officer sends the
objection letter stating frivolous grounds for rejecting within
a period of 3 months and after this, the rejection lettcr is se.nt,

there is no time iimit prescribed for approving the plan. This
is ridiculous.

Therefore I suggest that all procedures of government
anc.l public bodies shor.rld be reviewc-d and systematic changes
brought about to make the officer concerned accountable to
bring abolrt efficiency and contain corruption.

MR. F. T. KHORAKIWALA is a leading businessman and a former
Sheriff of lvlurnbai.

The Clout of a BMC Peon

The posts of peons may be the lowest in the grade of
employees in the civic administration, but they are often in a
posilion to dispense favours and even hand over classified
information that could be of immense use to people who
desperately need it.

"The BMC peon is an important cog in the wheel in a

cesspool of corruption," says Sailesh Poojari (name changed
on request), a builder who frequently "intereacts" with peons
who help him take out crucial files pertaining to his projects.

"Nothing remains confi-dential in the BMC. For a small
price, I can remove virtually any document from any department
and get it photocopied without much tror.rble." he says

The price charged can be as low as Rs 10 and as high
as Rs 10 000 for contractors'"vho lvant to find out the amount
quoted by therr !'ivais for a brg civic project. A stmilar amount
is ohargcd for !hose who want r certain file to "drsapnear' lo
an outsider, it may qound amazinE. But it.has become part of
the job of lhose who deal regularly witlr the BMC," he adds

I fn" n,r"r of lndia,21'' February 1998
I
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Containing CorruPtion

Bandit, not Robin Hood!

It is most distressing that trvo Chief Ministers are

bending over their backs to please a bandit, aud are

seriousll' r'regotiating lvith him political issues!

There seems to be considerable disinfclrrnation to

mislead the public intc'r thinking that the bandit has a huge

popular base, represents regional pride, is a sort of Ilobin
Hood, r,vhose compassion is not allou'ed to find ProPer
expression on'ing to outdated lau's, and a cruel society.

In popular perception, the reality is different. The
bandit carr be described as the CEO of a big Un-
incorporated enterprise of which several politicians,
bureaucrats, policemen and forest guards are
shareholders, getting a dividend from his rich booty. Horv
orr earth can bulky sandalu'ood and elepharrt tusks be

transported lvithout the cooperation and help tlf such

silent beneficiaries?

The difficulties of terrairr etc. Portrayed in nTaking

hinr appear trnapproachatrle are btrtrkltnt. A iourrralist is

able to reach l'rim at rvill, but a mighty State cannot! I{e
is knorvn to visit several towns and cities freely, u'hile
the authorities turu a Nelsou's eye, keepirrg in view tl,e
clout of the outlarv n'ith those n'ho n'ield levers of po\\'er.
Orrce, rvherr caught some vears ago, he cotrvetrieutlv
nranaged to escape from jail.

Cancer of Corruption Needs A Spiritual Cure - Maybe!

We boast about our functionary detnocracy, free

prr:ss ,ltrLl itttlt:Pcttcletit jtrtlici.rrr'. l-lr-rt rr'lrat .tlrottI tltc
trtrvesty of justice?

1. A traffic policenran takes a britre of l{s.1(), and he is
p'renalised heavily and suspeuded imrne-diately. Quick
action and instant justice.

2. Phorre subscribers fail to pav their bills before the due-
date (a tlelay of a coul'rle of days - tlranks ttr tlur l'rostal
irrefiicierrcv). Their plrotres trre ittruret-liatelv clis-
conuectt,d. Again rltrick actiort and irrstattt itrsticel

(lrrr VII'lrolilir'i;rris. irr, lrrrlirrr llranv ('\ prirttt. rrtittistcrs
itltl er-ttltiolt trtitristers, have lrot paicl tht'ir rrrind-
lt,,gg,l.irrg.Iri)!'lt('irrilr 1ttt,'11111irr1; lr'.r rrrter r,l irr1,gg5 I,'r

vears. MTNL dare lrot discoririect their phorre li.rres!

.i. ( )trr Vl l' |olitrt'irl lrar.rsitt's :tt t' itrt,,l r t'tl i tr r otlttiles:
trntrtber of scatns involr.'irrg htt ttclrtttis ol crtrtt's ol

M. R. Pai

The Robin Hood comparison can be judged from
tl.re plroto shorvu by a Kannada r'r'eekly Taranga ('*,hich
ran a rvell-documented series on him some time ago) of
a tree on which he used to hang his victin'rs, feet up, arrd
reprortedly chop them to pieces, part by part.

It is apparent that the huge amouut spent so far
on a special task force etc. is really an attempt to see that
he is allorved to remaiu free, lest if caught he should sing,
and the lranles of his political ar.rd other beneficiaries
become public knor.r'ledge.

Kudos to the courage of a sorrowing father of a

policeman who was killed by the bandit. The law of the
land, which is mocked at uot only by the bandit but
ignored by elected representatives, has asserted itself over
the lan' of the jungle. The Suprenre Court has truly
restored the majesty of the Constitutior-r, in a land where
law-abiding citizeus pay taxes to protect law-breaking
criminals and their cohorts.

(This rvas written or.r September 13. As we settd this to
the press, the uen's is that Dr. Rajkunrar has been released

alongwith rumours in the press that Veerappan is richer
bv Ils.50 crores. - Ed.)

Savita Karnad

Iiupees. Not a single one of them is convicted so far!
'flre cas,rs lgairrst thcnr rt'ill gtr ott cltdlt'sslt'fr,r ttrttr.'
than trvo or three dec;rc'les l.ry rvhich tint,,' the guiity
persorls would all be dead; the cases against them artr

then closed! ls this not travesty of iustice?

I am a microbiologist, but urrable to diagrrose the
causes for this carlcer of corruptiou! No tnedical treatureut
is hvailable or pt'rssible.

(-orruPtirrtr mav be a disease but rt rs Irc'tther ii

;rh1':;icirl nr.)r il rtrrtlttal tlisea:;t', atrtl hotrt:e iltl\/r-rtr(t for tht'
, t' : r .. I 't .. .1,.. r ,...,,i.'rl

' ll' t lr,'l r'. 
"

..rir :i.r. l. I .ilr;:li ;;:i.i.i;!:ir:1.:A','l 1.4.:','1. ' tl','.,' i< q,rrrte

ipiritual cure l'r.rr il.. rrl Lr:t'ail, dicl tltit v'alirriki,,the.dactiit,
ttrtjir a saint? Did nt't st,t-ttt'dactttits st.lrrtlittldr to

l.r i,rpi.,ka.li I'i.i r..i i.in.

I,'r,r'tlorn First ()ctr>ber-l)ea'rnlx:r 2000 T5
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f. R. D. Tata - A Pragmatic Visionary
Prern Vaidya

"RARE right decision. Congratulatiotts,
Shri /.R.D. Tata for Bharat Ratna! "

Nnnn Cltudnsamn's tuto lnardirtgs tlurin,q'1992 nt strntryic
poittts ttrr Mrttrtltni's Maritre Driue arrd Ptntt/s Lttktli PtLI.

I lvas assigned a

docunrerrtary titled, '25' to rnark
quarter ceutttry of Indian
independence. I planned this film
based orr interviews with a cr()ss-

section of Indiarrs - right from
nomads to known and established
nanles in the country. One sttch was
the pragnratic visionary, J.R.D. Tata
(ll<D) - 29th Jtrly, I904-29th
November, 1993.

. Jehangir llatanji Dadbhoy
Tata, rvl.ren I approached hirn was
reluctant. I sl'rowed him the long list
of the other people whour I was to
iritervietr, for tlris filrrr. I It' tvettt
tlrrtrr,rgh the list vcr'1r qi'r."i.,11y, anci

then called a few of his cor.rfidants
to discuss the nratter. Ft>rtunately for
me, all of them sttggested tltat he

sht>uld face the cal.llera. And so, JI{D
agreed. For nre this n'as yet another
learning, experience.

l'lris nran oi 68 u'as at tlir'
I'itttt,r, ],' ol ()lte rrI llrt' lll()sl
li,t t t ririrr I rle i t rrl rtsl rr.r i r-o1 1gl1 rltlr.'l (t l('s

rrr tl:l .,,rrnlr'',. r'L'l lr,;',. .l, ilr'. r.tlir
he r,r,as! [Jefore iaking even a stlall
tlt'r-isirrl. ltt' rvirrrt,.cl to krtrrtt. lltt'
vit'tvs trl his sL'riiol t'ollt'.t,Jttt's. ( )trt'

conlcl well
irnagirre the seuse

of belonging such
actions cor.r ld
inculcate in l'ris
organizaticln. No

lvonder the Hotrse of Tata has
reaped such boutrtifr-rl harvests for
over a centttry.

My choice ior loca tion
sl'uxrtirrg r.as rtot the air-corrditioned
office of the Tatas but against the

backdrop of the Tata lrorr and Steel

Conrpanl' Limitet-l (TISCO) at

Janrshed pr.rr. Fl1111's1'g1, J l{D's
secretirry, Mrs. Mtiriott I [ir\^rgc)od,

cvell aiter turninc pages of his
ellgagelrlent dirrry four.rd it hard to
girre nre a clate ancl barell' atr httttr's
tirle for filming the interview. JRD
was fully occltpied iIr lndia and
abroad, ancJ act-<rrding trr his diart',
his tinrt' l't,r tlrt' ltr';r[ :ji;r rll()llIlls \\',ls
completelv Lrookecl.

I pleacled that I had to tlreet
the. cleaclline for the rclease of the
'25' dot:ttnrentary rrll over India. The

secretary obliged rt,ith otre aftt'rtrootr
,rrr a \r,r,rkirtil tlir1,, irnrl .ll{[) hirtrself
lrelPell tttt' ottt rt'ith atl lltlttr ott lt

Sttrrtlrtt, rrr3t.1iltt,- _ llt.(\\,i(l{,(l I

i r,lr tl rl ill I ll\r,(l',1) ( il,l ll1,,r' { }l lilI,ll lt )ll
rt, / , \ | ..., L l , . .., r 'r.,t ,, .\ !, i

tlrrestirrrl. irjrrallv, .l srrggested The
'l ;rIlr l:rrriittt'L'r'irrq,\rrd l,ot-otttoIir,,'
( t,. l,tLl. ( l lrl,( ()).rt ( lrirrt lrrr';rti iir

I,'r',',.'rlotrt. l,'it sl Octolx'r- Ih:tr:trtltr 2()00

Itune for the aftertroon filmirtg, artd

his re'siderrce in Munrbai ior the orre-

hour Sutrclay urornittg 5hgcrtitrg.

On the appointecl daY, date
and time, I weut alttrrg r.t'ith r.rry unit-
members and ecluipntent froltl
Mumbai to Pnne. I selected the spot
for the inten'iew right in front of tlte
big arrd bold letters of the TELCO
hangar. As the uuit was settirrg up
the c.rntera ancl the soutrcl recotdirtg
equipment, rve saw a surall four-
seater aircraf t lt<lvering over otll'
heads, getting readY to larrtl.
I'recisely at the appoilrted time, JIiD
faced the caurera. Any prottrpting kl

JIID u,as absolutely rr-rled out.

I thouglrt he lvor-rld speak trtr
the industrial progress of the
c()ulltry during those ?5 years. Tht'
output of steel l'rad gone up five
litttt,rs.... ('t'lll('tlt l(l tilrlt's..., t'it't:tt-it'

pon'er'15 tinres..., etnplovtnetrt ltati
riseu frotrr l0 rtrillion to 25 nriilitlrl...
and the total overall industrial
oLttput over four times, attcl stl ott.

Instead, he kept these figtrres irt l<lw

key as the caurera rolled arrd blasted
rtff:

"Wr' h.rvt' :t lrtttg rr'itv to g,'.
Silr'lr.t l;tr1'r' lrrrrlrottirrll ()i ()llr

l)lI)ul.)tl()l is i.t'lt,rr' llle'l)i '\'('l lY lirl(
\.,.;i.:r.,:,1 jlir iri, llr, r..r,i.,r l,'-' ll){t

''r.rilli,.rr.t 
livirrg irr abject pt'i't:r'tv atrtl

itlttrttitllt',' - ttttt'ttiltlot'\'(i, tllli';ll('(i

lor. lt is r'ir'.ir tlr.rl \\'(' slill rr.rt" ,'



iong way to go io trchieve the
mirrimum that tiris country must
achieve in the way of economic
growtir. Artd wirat is lvanted is,
growth for tirese :nillions, irundreds
of millions.."

With unerring accuracy ire
had put his finger on the rrub of the
problem; the one problern that
nullified all our achievenrents. JItD
had always feit strongly ihat
excessive population growth is a

major threat to our survival as a

nation. Not a mere preacher, he irad
worked irard as the f ounder
chairrnan of the Family Planning
Foundation of India. His service in
this field was recogniseci when he
was selected in February 1992 for
the United Nations Population
Award for promoting family
planning in the country.

Incidentally, in 1950, India
was the first country in the world
to propose at a UN meeting thtrt
some check on population growtll
rvas llecessary to ellsure the
econc'lmic rt'ell-beirrg of the people
of the world. On Decenrber l, 1993,
Doordarsharr, Mnmbai repeated tire
telecast of jIiD's intervien' tarketr
after ire was awarded the Bharat
Ilatrra. Cclncerned very much with
uncontrolled population growth,
JRD recalled that as far back as 1951,
he had urged Prime Minister Nehru
trr :rtlt'fit r :irnrrl\. rlanrrirrq
programme for the country. The
suggestion was not taken seri<lusiV
as Nehru forrdly believed, perhaps,
influenced by China, that a nation
with more people would be a

migl'rtv orre.

.{fter we t:ontpietecl rilnriug
Iris intervier.v. iliD pr.riri a irriei,,,isit

lir:)rtr'(i llLt, Lr; lliU I Lr,f,L) t.ir'tr)l ..
\s' l1r" 1;'1t tllr.l)tt\',-\ 1.,11-(1,1 i-1;qr .'p 
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canrera and sourrd. equrpnrent, J ttl)
:iskt'd rne if r,r'e rvere retrrrlung t()

\'1 lr rtr p.i r.

r8

"Yes," i repiied.

"Come with me. You can put
your things in the aircraft."

{ln our rvay from TELCO tct

I-ohegaon Airport, we had to pass
the Chinchwad levei-crossing. At
that time there rn'as no over-bridge
there. I saw tlvo TELCO cars
lvaiting on the other side. 'Ihe
arrangenlellt r^/as that if tl're gate
a'as closecl and there was still tinre
for the tr;rin to pass, people could
cross over orr foot, and get into tl're
r,r,aiting cars, thereby saving tirne.
This was a conmon TELCO
arrangenent, and not just laid out
for JRD. This was an insight into
how time was valued in Tata
enterprises.

Had it been any of our
ministers, the attitude would have
been to keep tlrc leael-crossittg gate

open till tlrc minister's conaoy passed

br1 zuitlnut bothcring nbout the
conseqltcnces of haiiing andtlelatling
traitts.

As iRD rvas la rrd irrg
gracefullv at Juhu airport, I hacl

another flashback that took me back
-t0 years ago. On October 15,7932,

JRD, at the age of 28, had flown
from Karachi, with a small mailbag
iu a Puss Moth aircraft and landed
at the sanle spot. [t was a historic
dav tlr.t establislred cir'il aviatiorr irr

lnciia. ,\nei tirus begr.rn T.ita Sons

Ltd.'s first Karachi-Ahnredab.rd-
Sombay-Bellirn'-Mad ras a irnra il
service in India. ln JItD's words, "At
that tinre there 'uvere no aids on
ground or air, !1() radio- n()
navigational or iarrding guides, not
even il aer<ldronte in Bonrbav."
What tlrev useci t<rr iancling rvas itrst
,r nrrrrl tl,rts grotrnti at.i risirirrq
,.'iilaHt' .rt irrirrr.

. La ter, the air seivrces
.1.'1,i.l1rpeci irrtrr rlte I ata i\rrlirres irt
!()-lii, anti flrl.rlrt.r'irrtt' r\ir intli,r

f,' reu lo t tt i,'i.rst ( )t' l.ohc r- I)c ce nt lrc r 2000

Internationai, as a joint venture witir
the Govemment of Irrdia in i953.
II{D continued to serve as a vaiued
Chairman oi -A.ir India till 1978. His
aiiverrturous spirit rvas unaffected
by his growing age :rrrd at 78, ire sei
himseif a challenge: To celebrate the
golden jubilee of his first flight by
repeating the feat. And he
successfully ciid so in his Leoparci
Moth, on October 15, 1982. This
iime, while landing at Mumbai's
Juhu Airpc-lrt, l're was escorted by'
trvo iAF helicopters.

The Pakistan Posta l
authorities as well as the Indian Post
and Telegraplr Departn'rent released
special covers and stamps to
commemorate the fiftieth year of the
fight. IRD simply said, "l am old
and just u,ant to re-enact what I did
50 years ago."

At about this time,
Akashrn'ani Pune (AIlt), in its
Marathi morning special bulletin orr

the industrialist, stated ihat the
rePort Prel'rared by JRD on the
exparrsion of the Indian Air Frlrce
.rt the recluest of the Indian
Gorrernment rrras still beinq referrecl
to at Air l-learcitluarters. Verv fevv

knew thnt JI{Lr rvas ironorary Air
Vice Marshal of the Indian Air
Force!

Back to the filmirrg of '25' at
IRl-)'s resiCenct'. J rr'as .lllazecl t(l
lealn ;.hal lie li',,:ri iir :crttcci
prenrises: "The Cainrs' rrt Altar.uouttt
lloacl in Mtrnrbai on a rental of
Rs.1,229 per nronth for t'uclre thau
50 years! One of the cr>rner ro()ms
where u,e had to do the filming, was

occupred with nrachine-rools. These
rvrlre 11() tlecorative pieces. This was
jltl)'-s pers<'nai '.vorksht.p, het'e ire
tvrlttirl tvurir,:rr l.rtirt' .rltri tlrilling
tl.t(nlllr'\,i\ rijlrl r\il('ll :rc 1t'i iiit

'intC. ''1r,.' l-rtlti' t.l.t,'lttt.,', r rr',tS toir i

was a pi'esent frorrr Iris Workers.

' lis ';liit'" i'lbie ti ispl.\:e(1 illr



interesting steel device rnade by JIID
hinrself. He called it ai "tranquihser'.
It consrstei of a triangle nritil ,-,

nrtating rirrg at its celrtre. WlteIl JRD
lel t stressed ire rvoulcl set it iir
nroticru r'r'ith a flick of his thumb ani
rvatcir it spin. He said, this haci a

tranquilising effect on his mirrd.

Years rolled b),. Otl Jatruary
26, 1992, rvhen I picked-up nry
Dlorrlrng newspaper, my eyes
zoolrrecl tO the headline: "Bharat
Ratna for JRD." I immediatelv
rusl'reci to my old notebook and file
on'25'and cal'ne across a11

interesting coincidence. The grand
olrj man who pioneered the setting
up of steei plants, hydro-electric
porver plants, and an irrstitution of
scientific research and technology irr
lndia - Janrshedli Nusserrvarrji Tata
- died irr May 1904. And in the same
year, th'c) r.rronths later, in July, was
born Jehangir l{atanji Dadabhov
Tata. Tc-r rny Indian psl'che it seemed
as though the soul of the visiorrary
jamshedji had transmigrated into
the body of JRD.

lje that as it nrav, 6'l-ratever I

haci read alront J. N. 1'ata and
knolr'n about jl{D sirrlrr'ed ntatrl,
similarities such as extrenre
sensitivitr,,. sp'rontarreitrv and a

passion for nation building. What
lanrshedji desired alrd struggled for
rvas follrrn'ed trp, arrd irr a r^'a\/,
.tt'ltir'i'r't! br JIil) in his lift'timc. ljotit
hrrve nrirrr\' 'firsts' to their creclit.
closely linked rt'itli the couutry's
irrdustrial progress. Both workeci
hard in the fielci of arts, science and
c()nlnrerce for the u'elfare of tlre
peo1-rle of tlris cotrntry. Both are on
teetrrrl slrttn'irr!' theil association
n,itlr lr lrurnl.t'r ol trrrsts engagerl irr

Plril.irrtlu't,pr(,lr'tl\,itics llorr'' llii)l
()n\\ (rtti:. lit'tir ir,rtl it lrr-lrt rr rtlr Ilrt
11r11'.q , ri llrr'rr rllv t , lrt'trtg .tlr,rll.

industrial progress. J'he lrrdiarr
lltstittrtc of Sr'icrrce :rr l3arrgirlort.. n,as
t's t .r i r i i s I r .' tl I r \' .l , r rr r s I r c tl j i .r i t t' r

f iglr t irrc llLl t)tcr()Lls ba ttlc.s n' ith Lttrrl

Curzt.rn. JltD had to colre u'ith Prime
Minister Irrdira Canclhi's attemprt tc
tirrtrttie TISCO ot'refusing to
sanctiorr any export clrcier to tirt-:

c()n1pan)/, The ulderl]/i1g reaspr,
being that Mr. Nani Palkhivala, one
of the cornpally directors, irac-t

declined tcl ap1're31 before the
Suprerrre Court ir, her election
appeaiagainst the Allahabad Higir
Court order. Also, during the Janata
Got,ernntent, a morre was lnade for
the nationalisatiorr of TISCO.
Incidentally, people were not
impressed by the performance of the
public sector steel plants at
Durgapur, Bokaro and Bhilai, which
operated at a loss and were a heavy
burden to tax-payers.

It must be noted that in 1972,
barring TISCO, there rvas not a

single unit in the country - in the
private or public sector - which
supplied a full meal to workers for
barely 19 paise. This continued for
a decade despite price irikes. ln fact,
TISCO was a perfect example of the
Gandhian principle of trusteeship in
action. Within 53 years of his
stert'ardship, lRD, rvith a teaur of
excr-llelrt adr,isers arclund him, had
raised tire totai turnover frortr lts.28L)

crore to 10,000 crore by the time he
harrded over the Chairnranship t<r

his uepherv Ratan Tata, on March
25,7997.

\\r.r_t lrir.l. ir, i..)lii, lrvani
I'alkhirvala ha.i said: " Il is diif iculi
to s1tank of Mr. j. Ij.. t). T-stn. No&od-y

tlinks of ltnitrlirtg tlr l,ilry or of gildirtg
refintd gold."

Our film '25' was ct'rnrprleted
ancl releasecl all over the c<'lrrrlr\'.
''I'ite lilnr entls rvitlr:u't ttttervit'rr'
ir'itl, IIil) []r,'tr, Ili.tt irrti'l t i,'i., L

.lil.,l\ (ili ( l\!r'i iri.

''Wtllt lht' rtgltt polu'it,s ol titc
,t! t it( r t r t tt ( t t l, it, i I I t t t t t i t t t s i rr Sttt r' t'ti t I r'rl

()/l /l// .\li1{'.\. ;t,lllt tuttl.tt. l//{'ii' i{ lt!t'ttil:1,'

tttttltitt,, lltrtl tltt r'tttrttlt't1 ctutttttl

I,'rcrtlont I,'it sl ()t'lrtln,t -I)tctttth't' l0O0

ocitieue. IJul it zuill need lnrtl utorlc bt1

ttll cnd Ltelie.f in the future of thc
cotuftrv '

I\{R. PREI\,! VAIDYA. a ciocumentary fiim-
rnaker, was ith the Films Division of the
Governmenl: of India. Mr. Vaidya is a
ireqtrent contribtrtor to Freedom Firs!.

Expense Account

The best way of creating
jobs is by allowing lnciia to be-
come prosperous. Prosperity wili
come when the Government re-
alizes that its main role is to pro-
vide infrastructure - roads, elec-
tricity, drinking water, schools,
hospitals - and not to run fac-
tories. Because no matter how
many PSUs the Government
controls, no matter how many ex-
tra peons and clerks it tries to
employ in already overstaffed de-
partments, there will never be
enough jobs.

It isn't just socialists who
oppose privatization, though
New power-hungry ministers ancl

old, greedy officials are alsc
against it. They want to cling to
the patronage that comes from
running vast companies. Civil
Aviation Minister Sharad Yadav's
recent atterl]pt to dump some cf
his buddies on the board of Air-
lndia is a typical example of this
patronage. And he is a typical
example of a minister who
should not be in charge of a

company like Air-lndia. lf the
Prime Minister has the courage
to expose exacty whai has gone
\,!'ronq ne lvorJlcl Lle amazecJ at
the. sunrrorf hp r:orrlcl oet

Tavleen Sin gh. tndia TodaY,
l'/lay 15, 2000.
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|ustice M. C. Chagla A Centenary Tribute

While paying my humble
trilrute to Mr. Justice M. C. Chagla,
rvhose birth centeuary is being
otrser"'ed, I rvould like to recall an
evellt irr which I rt'as personalll'
irrvolved.

Sonle time in July 1979 wherr
the therr Janata Party governnlent,
founded and put together by the late
Lok Nayak Jayaprakash Narayan,
was ()n the verge of collapse because

of the 'dual membersl'rip' issue, I,
alclng rvith one or two friends from
the CFD and the PUCL, called on

Justice Chagla, and suggested to
him that to end this tangle, he
should lvrite a personal letter to the
RSS Chief, Shri Balasaheb Deoras,
and appeal to him to release Shri A.
B. Vajpa)'er'anti Shri L. K. Atlvani
from their (whatever it was)
association r.r'ith tl're RSS. As
horrourable men, they could not be
expected to disassociate for
perst rtl,1 | / 1'1,11 

i tica I glri.s.

Justice Chagla's response
Lrrought tears to our eyes. He said
that it was absolutely necessary that
the Jarrata Covernment should rule
for five years to give a democratic,
lrr';rlth.,'trrrn trr o111 P1rli11'. IJe sairJ

he lvottlcl glacll;,tvlite to Sltri
Deoras and rvas prepared t<l go
barefoot to his place if that coulc'l

save tlre Coverunrent from falling.
He tl'ren signed the letter which was
sellt to Nagpr.rr.

I lnfortutratelV, sonrt: report{'r
lrtrttt tlte lttrlintt Er'prl'r'ss \r'ho u'i1s irt

frtsttr'e ( h,r11l;r's resitlence lrr
Illtr'l't'tt'tt, lttttt Irrolritlti-\' tr1,111 i1".',',i
rriil tli>r ti>:i,'ir ,,;i,l ll.r.,l,, ,l llri' ri,'ii',
(as a sctiop) on .llre frolrt page, tlre
llrr\l ln1)rl irrtl. So. r'\,('lt lref()f(' tlt('
'l'ersotral .intl ( orrlitlt'rrtiiil' lttttt'r'

reached Shri Deoras, the entire
country can'le to knon' about this.
Naturally, Shri Deoras r,r'as upset
(no fault of ours) ancl did not take
any action.

Justice Chagla rvas also
deeply upset but did not blame
al1yol1e. Later, in March '80, he,
along n'ith Acharya J. B. Kripalani,
signed a statement (reproduced
alongside) wl'rich rvas released to tl're
Press. His whole attitude speaks
volumes. It was a privilege to know
arrd revere a leader of such integrity,
nobility and character.

The statement is relevant
twenty years after this great man
passed away. Even today, $re are
racked tr1, 1;'rtr clelrate on the IISS-

BJP link.

Press Release
We feel deeply concemed and perturbed by the continuous cn'sis dogging

the Janata Parly and the lack of unity in the opposition padies generally. The
lssue of dual mentbership continues to be a subject of endless controversy.
A magnanimous geslure by the RSS /eadership releasing ex-Jana Sangh
legislators and members holding offices from pafticipating in the day-to-day
activities of that organization could have resolved fhe crlsis, but this has not
happened. Even now, a declaration by the ex-Jana Sangh leaders of severing
links with fhe RSS, so long as they continue to be members of the Janata
Party, should prove helpful. ln the interests of democracy and effective
Opposition, we woulcl still appeal to leaders like Mr. Atal Bihari Valpayee. Mr.

L. K. Advani to make lhls geslure. A split in the pafty will prove suicidal for
the country.

A viable national opposition based on values and ideals preached by
Gandhijils possib/e only when the different pafties are prepared to come together
which necessarily involves a spirit of sacifice and humility. We, therefore, appeal
not ottly to the ex-Jana Sangh leaders, but the leaders of the Congress (U),

the Lok Dal and the CPM to read the writing on the wall (forget the past
clifferances and recriminations) and desist from committingl political hara-kiri.
Or else the verdict of histoty will be that our political pafties were not concemed
with eithar lteople's freeclonr t:n theit welfare. Total roul ttt the corttitrg elecliorrs
wtll tedttt;t: patly ltoittics tu trtclevdttLc dttt.l ittii .tll lt,.tpeo t-t! etttult,e oppi..t:.tiit,tit

ol\erqtn.t tri tllo tl,-;il lt tl!tre

sd/-
(Acharya J. B. Kripalani)
Mumbai, 28th March, 1980.

Arvind Deshpande

No one who has faith in
liberal democracy denies the rigl'rt
of the I{SS to propagate its
philosophv in a peaceful and
constitutiorral rvay. As a non-
ptllitical arrd cultural organization,
it has a right to influence policies but
not to exercise power or wield
autl'rority. Its motivation should be
achievement, not power which is the
domain of a political party (irr this
case, the BJI'j). Even now, if the
advice of Justice Chagla is heeded,
there rvill be less controversy and
the BJP could develop on the lines
of the C.D.U. in Cermany. Perhaps,
that would be a real tribute to Justice
Chagla.

MR. ARVIND DESHPANDE is on the
Editorial Board of Freedom.Frisf, and Hon.
Secretary of the Leslie Sarvhny Programme
for Training in Democracy.

sd/-
(M. C. Chaglay
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In Defence of Democracy
M. C. Chagla

In paying our tribute tt) a crcat Jtrclgc, r\:(. (:annot clo Lrc'ttcr tharrr to reprroduce thc follon'irrg from a spc-ech drrrins
the 'Er-ncrgency' c'leliverccl cxtemporc trv thc latr. Mr. M. C. Chagla tvhilc irrar"rljttratirrg the r\ll lrrclia Civil Liberties Conference.

held in Ahmeclatracl (Cujarat Siatc) orr .l 2th Octrrtrer lcl75 urrder thc altspriccs of thc Citizens For l)clnocracv.

Jayaprakash Narriry.rn sairl oi this spccch: "Justicc Ch.rgla's historic in.lr.tsuralacldrcss at thc All-lnrlia Civil Libcrties
Ctlnfcrence. hcld in October i975 rc.-rtls likc'a classic aud rcminds onc of the Magr,a Carta".

Wherr I look at the prescnt
situatiorr, I rt'onde.r rt'hcthcr I am
dreaming or, to use perhaps a bettcr
expression, I am gloing thror.rgh a

nigl'rtmare. I rub my cves to makc sttre
u'hether I am an'ake or asleep and I find
it is not a dream or a nightnrare, but,
it is a stark, grim. ghastly reality.

Friends, we live in a country
whicll is called Candhi's land. Gandhili
worked for our frcedom and obtaincd
freedom for us. Not merely freedom
from thc' British Covernr-rrent, but also
frc'cdom from tyranrry, oppression,
injr-rstice of cvr'ry kind. Irr a messagc
wlriclr lre rvrote in Young lrtdia, as far
back as 1921, he said, "ln a democracy,
pcoplc arc not like shecpr. In a

democracy, we must jealously guard
freedom of expression and thought and
action". Note the words "freedom of
expre.ssion arrd thought and actit>rr".

What is thc positiorr toclay?ls
anything lcft of civil libcrtics irr thc
cotrntry? A man today can be dc'taincd
without any reason being given to him,
n'ithout his be'ing told why he is
detained, without his being able to give
arr cxplanation for his conduct or appeal
to an indc'pcndcnt bodv likc an

,\.1r'isor'\, (-otrncil. r\nybo.1t' likc 1'or-r

and I, nray bc shut bchind thc bars (l
do not knon, whcther I rvill go back kr
Bombay, becausc thcy may shut mc ttp
arrcl tlrey necd not tcll nrc u'hy thcy slrut
me up and might give the reason that
I l'rave delivcred tl.ris speech today).
Most pcople toclay irr the jails do not
knon'rvlry thcy.arc tht'rc arrcl tlrev
ca 11 11 ( ) t cl c f t'n cl tlr t'tn st' I vcs, [rt'r-;t tt st'
rvlrcrc thcrc is rro t:h.rlgt:, tlret c catrrtoI
i'i ,rrr\' .lt'letice. I lt,:y ..ttttitrL !.rt [) .lit y

t,ilrt'r iitl'rtr,ri l,r',,,r.rs, ,rli ii,,'i i,,rr
sit(,PPe Ll.

Non, frir'ncls, n hv hns all this
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comc alrout? To n-r1, mind, thc original

, sin, the fourrttrin sorrrcc iltcl the origin
of u.hat has happcnecl is thc Ernergcncy
tlrat has beerr dc.clared irr the cottntry.
lrr order to trnclerstand the Emc'rgcncy,
lve mnst look inkr the backgror.rnd. You
sec, Erncrgency has becn madc' non-

lusticiable legally. tsut it has not been
made rtrn-itrsticiable politically. And tlre

spcech l ar.n going to dcliver is a

political spcech, not a legal speech. I do
rrot thirrk I can bc hauled up fclr
contempt (of Court) or bc procc'eded
against for trying t<> nrake- justiciablc
that n'hich is ntx-jrrsticiable.

Now lct ns look at thc history,
tlrc clranr;r, thc first scctrc tthcrr thc
crrrtain goes up on the l2th June 1975.

If yor.r unclerstand rvhat happc'ned on
the 12th of Junc', two historic events took
place on l2th June. To mv mirrd, thc'se

two cvellts, n'l'ren thc hiskrrian of the
futurc r.r'ritcs tlrc histort,of our eountrv
rtill sn1,, rlnrkt'cl tltt'ttrrtrirrt lltritrt itr
rrtrr history. The first c"'eut rvas the
decision of Mr. Justice Sinha, holding
that the Prime Minister h'as guilty of
corrupt practice. Thc second historic
cvent which took place in tlris State
rvlrcn tht results of elc'ction rvere
rlt'cl,rrr'cl .rtrtl tlrc J,trr,rte l'altv ttits iottttcJ

to bc in a rvorkitrg nrajoritv irr thc
(Gr.riartr t) Lcgislir ttrrc. Thesc trvo evcuts
had a seriotrs reaction on the Prit-uc

Mirristcr. Shc ft'lt hr'r own position
shaky. She did not fcel assured of
contintring to t'rccupy thc se-at tlrat shc
is now occupyirrg, as a rcstrlt of thcsc
tn'o cvcrtts. Thcrcforc, it is from tht:12th
oi Jtrnt' that thc icicir startcd matrtrirrg
in lrt:r nrinrl that sht'slrouitl tlo
,,'rr, Il,i;,,;1,, ir,,,I., .,.r, ,,i l', i I' '.ii,,,,,
l. !!',' l':::r,' r.l::r::.!":'

Non', fricrrds, thc ncxt cvcnt to
n,hiclr I rr';rrrt to drir\\' \/()lrl attcrttirtn is

I,'t'aetlotrt l,'it'st (')c'tthr:r I)ct:etrtbct' 2000

to n'hat happcncd on the 25th ttf Jurrc.,
u'hen a public mc'cting n'as held of trll
thc Opposition leaders, sayirrg that the
['rime Mirrister should not continnc. as

Prime Minister, tl'rat political dccorum
recluired that she should qtrit the chair
arrd tlrat sattlagrnhn wili start from the
29th of month.

Let me say one thing to yorr:
satyasrctltl is not violation of the lirrv.
Tlre ve'ry w<>rd satrlagraftc connotes trr,rth

and non-violcnce. It is Candhiji who l.ras

irrtrodtrcecl tl',is u'ord in thc political
vocabulary of tlre world. But, why gtr
to Candhifi, only the other day thc'

Suprc'me Court gavc, thc jridgemcrrt that
Sntyngraln is perfectly legal. The lcadcrs
n'antcd the Prime Ministcr kl tluit office.
That was tl're main denrand. Just analyse
that: is it a sin in a denrocracy to ask
the Prime Minister to cluit officc? Is Mrs.
Thatcher's asking cvery day Mr. Wilson
to vacatc ofiicr. of tlrc lrrinrc N4inister,
a sin? Did rrot V\/ilson go on askine Mr.
Ilcath to tlrrit office as thc I)r'imc
Minister? Aftcr all, with great rcspcct
to thc Prime Minister of thc'counhy, she

is not a deity to be worshipped, she is
not a deity wht> cannot bc- rcnroved
from the templc! Democratically c'very
pers()11 has a liglrt t() s,'t\/, \\'c \\',rttt at

change of gtlverumctlt, lvc want a ue'rv

Itrime Mirristcr, n'c tvrttrt a differcnt
l'rin'rc Minister, the prcsent Prime
Ministcr shotrld not ct-rtrtinttcl What u'as

her auswcr and tvhat was tht' i'lllsrver
of thcsc u'ondc'rf nl pc'ople who
surround hcr? ... That ir-r the prcsent
sittration shc vvas indispcnsable! Norv,
Iot .ttryone t(, s.ty tlt,tt a pcl son is

inclispcnsal.l,'itt ;r clt'nlor:racv ts to sin
.r,,;tinql tl.,' li,'lrl ,'l ,J,,fir,r,'t;rrt' is lo ht'

tlisloval trt tlrt' f;ritlr ()l Ll('n1()cril(--v.

(l:rlrrr 1(r,rts itt I)tLt tliltL't lr1 i\'1. L-. Clugla, a

Bhavan's [3ook I Jnivcrsitl, publication, Price

Its.l(X)/-)



ections Serious and Facetious
Louella Lobo Prabhu

Dharam Vira - Civil Servant Par Excellence

No rvrlrcls of nrine cotrld ptlssilrlv express the
grief I feel, orrer the death of my oldest ancl dearest
irieud, nrv husbancl's batch-nrate, in the ICS. No twcr
people could have been nrore different in terms of overt
success in the Indian Civil Service. Dharma Vira, rvas
bom tvith the ability to clirr-rb. My husbarrd often dic-l

things, which nee'd not have gorre so badlv for hir.rr,

ii handled with nrore tact. Dharnra Vira etrcled as a
Calrirret Secretary. My husband, haviug beerr Ilome
Secretary, Madras, retired as Collector, Nilgiris, n hiclr
he enjoyed to the top of his berrt, before leaving.

I came to knclw Dharma Vira, rt'hen he was
a;rpclinted Got enror of Karrrataka. I vividly rer.trember
that he took nre with him on tour, r.r'hen he vvas fulfilling
the nrany gr,rt'rernatorial duties that nrade up his clay.
Though l're could have cl'ratted idly r.r,ith me, he went
on with his work, dictating orders orr couutritments he
had nrade, at various stops. Under him, p'rgopls

l'rreferred Covenror's Rule to poprular rienrocracv! lJis
hospitality tcl me arrd my husband was boundless, both
at Raj Bhavan, Barrgalore, aud in his orvrr "llaj Bhavan"
(54, Anand Lok, Nerv Delhi), rvhere he contirrued to
rtttr a "c.lttrbar" for people, high ;rnci lotr', n'lro kloked
to hinr ftlr aclrrice. Irronrises tlacle, u'ere rtreticr.rlously

noted c-lor.r,n, for folkrw-uP. l-lis friends becanre nrine
trnd mirre his! One rlf the latter rvas the Vatican
Anrbassador IJ. Il. Caviavillan, whc-r happily came for
Dhan.rra's farer.r'ell partv to nle, ()r1 nry rrertral irrvitatiou.

To krok at, Dharma rvas a short, squat, slightll,
dark marr, who rvore immaculate suits, topped n'ith a

rose in lris buttorrhole. He proved that it is charisma,
rrot nrerely good looks, which irttract frorn the charnr
he exercised at auy gathering, he attended. l-le rvas
always the King Bee of the guestsl When he carne to
Bangalore, arrd I haprpened to be there, we tvould nrake
it a poirlt to keepr in touch, at the Trirretri Guest House,
rvhich was his "peicl a terre". He outlived n'ry husband
by 16 mouths. With thenr, goes a great leservoir of
rttotleru Indian history - arrd tn'<'r people n'ho n'rote
that history as nrajor, pre ancl post-lndeprenderrce
players.

My aery uery dear Dlnrms
Thart: iuill trn,er lra ortotlrcr rlou!
I cherish euerytling you did t'or nte,

In precious ctnd itt hallouted mc,nory.
I hope tlmt, ulrcn tlis sad lit'c etds,
Tlte rtaxt ortc, brings retntit'tn of old irictds.

History M"y Judge Narasimha Rao Kindly
It is p'rs1haps irrdicative, of our collective cynicisnr,

that corruptiorr seet'ns less of arr issue, tharr
rrrisgorrerrrarrcr', and rall1pa11t conrrnunaIisnr. Thns,
Nirr;rsirtrlt,r lt;ro's r-trrrvictirrrr in tlic lrrl\l tta>r-'. is rrLrt .r

sttrpri5e. Irr all tlrt' coalitiorr governrtrents rr,hich hirrre,
since krllorvecl, corrr"rption (not jrrst financial), is writterr
irrto thc. ruultittg oi snch 1;otrernnrerrts. [{ao should tre
bl.rttre'c-i, not s(r nruch [or the.rlrorre casc, its frlr;rlkrwing
his son to nrisuse his father's nalrre. If lris novel is an
atrtobilrgl;11-1hv, he c()nrcs acr(rss as a cokllv sensual nrirn,
(prrlarltrx?), lrc rlt'st'rilrt's stt'ir rnlr sux scr'11es, irr u'hiclr
tltt' prollglrlrist h.rs rro enrotional rrrr',r]r,t'nlrllt \\'lt,lt('\'L'1.
It i:; :;ur'1.r i:;irrpq llr,rt tltt' 1-,.1,1 q1'11q11;1 lisl, h;rrJ \(r lnur'll

1 ri,r,.i i ll' ' .1,.,, 1'r ':rrrl,':'r'-:,'r tl','
,rrr>ir ri ,,1,1 ,,,,,,,,1i.,i ),1, ;.t;j; l t,:,.:;. ll.: r'lltl't , ,',lr'- rl

lailing tt,as the lJaLrlr Masirei episodc.

'\ 
'l'lrc l'ostivc I cqacv:

I l()\\'('\'r.r', il ltrr nollritrrt, L'lst', lr,: slt,ntl,l lrt,

praised, for breaking the Nelrru-Girrrclhi hegemony, ancl
nranagirrg to fulfill a full ternr of five years. Sotria,
l'riyanka and po5siHy even the latter's infant, nray still
i'.'Ptt'ceir'.'tl.rs tt,tttrr'.,1 lc.rtir lr, i'l tltr'(-i:r:{r'r'r':. l.'.'l it
Itas rton, beerr out ol. Lrow,cr, iong enough, ltlr ci isserrt
arrd rival cltrinrs to appear.

lje is also tlte re;rl iather of econornic reiornrs,
carrying nrtrclr frrrther, the ref<lrn1s process startecl Lr),

Itafiv. lJe was undoubtedly the most intelligerrt, and
acadL'nric.tll1, gifted, of lrrrJia's l)rinre Mirristers.

, lrtrtir ol llrt, l'r i;rrt' i\4inistct atrll tllr,( onglcss
ii',ts ,,il I irt;t ,, l.:l'rt itt .i1 i.lltlrt',' 1.,;1,.;1' ,1'11r.t1

I ir,,rs irt. ll rr'rtrin.ls ()t)('r,l ( ,rlclin,rl \\'r'lsr'\r s

,i i i)1t .r't,..r,rl J,ty r ..,,i, rr rrir ir,i.': .ii,, , ,,1 !

,.!<ind. hri'ii',rul,J n()t hi\/(, lt'ft nre iri ilv old
,,1 l,' ,,r', ,'r,'rrrri,a "

l'r'tttlctttt l"it'sl Ot lolx:r-l)ecarttln'r !0()o



The Need of a Polity for a Maverick

Ranr Jethmalani's recent "quickie" book, Smsll
Men, Big Egos, has more substarrce tharr is usually
associated with this genre. If he is writing the truth,
it is disturbing that he was a sacrificial offering by the
Prime Minister, to the objective of srnooth relations
between the Executive and the Judiciary. As betn'een
the Opposition and the Treasury Benches, the
relationship need not be too close, either.

Again, if he is writing the truth, the possibility
of Advocate General Soli Sorabjee being connected with
the Hfurdujas, seems improper. However, an accusatic-rn,

is not necessarily proof of guilt. It is however, a pity
that Ranl Jethnralani was shown the door so
unceremoniously. He has his faults - his many and
dangerous liaisons with parties, being one of them. The

other is, his acceptance of briefs from persons of
dor"rbtful reputatiot'r. He has taken the line tl.rat under
orlr systenl of jurisprudellce, every person is entitlecl
tr.> a fair trial. His two lnost noble and courageolls
actions, were his unequivocal stance against the
Emergencv, and his defence of Balbir Singh, Mrs.
Candlri's assassin He is a spell-binding orator who has
helped build a notable institution - The National Larv
School.

Consistency is not his forte, but this rnay be
pardoned, as his career has seen him speak out, against
the powerful and the mighty, with no fear of the
possible harm they could urrleash, even on his persoll.
His book deserves to be taken seriously.

A New Nehru-Gandhi Power Centre
Another Nehru-Gandhi power centre may be

forming with the launch of a slinr poetry book by
Pheroze Varun Gandhi, at the India International
Centre. However, the guest list of invitees reflected
his mother Maneka's circle of friends and allies. If the
young man has turned out a volume of poetry, that
too, at the age of 20, he is obviously of better mental
stuff than Rahul and Priyanka. It reminds me of a story
by Eric Segal, in wl'rich a Professor of English, gives
credits to a str-rdent of rruclear scietrce, saying, that if
the hand that r-rray press a nuclear button, has been
humanized by poetry, he deserved course credits everr
if he was absent! Whether the books is inherently good,

or has a success de scandale, as the Frencl-r call it, it makes
Pheroze Varun, the first member of the dynasty, after
his grandfather, to show some feeling for expression
irr tl're written word.

Less admirable, was the report, that he expressed
a wish to enter politics, right away, and that Mama
Maneka, is already talking this over with Amar Singh.
If he joins any party, at the grassroots level, not at the
top, this rvoulcl be in orcler. If he starts at the top, then
it rvill be the r.rrixture as Lrefore, trot leaving him or his
mother, within any n-roral superiority over his cousins.
Except, perhaps from his better intellectual credentials.

"Unquestionably the most beautiful things on earth are the

flowers and the sweet notes of the birds, sunrise and sunset

not being of the earth but of the sky. The grandest things are

the great trees. Man's claim to beauty is only his mind and if

that is sold out to groups who seize power and call themselves

the State that clairn is fnrfeit,.,"l "

- G. Rajagopalachari.in Swarajya, May 17, 1969.
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A Gcnuine Gandl'rian and a True Citizen

+::r. .
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I
The author with Fareed Tyabli

Fareed Ff. Tyabji

A rernarkable persorralitv,
Fareed Tyabii lived b be 97. F{e n'as
the gr:rrrclsou of the late Justice
Badrudditr Tlrabii, a co-foulrder <lf

tire Incliarr Natiorral Corrgress arrd
its thirtl I)resident. Justice
Badruclclirr T),aL,ii, besiries his r.nanv
achievetnents, becrr nre frrnrous n'herr
he granted biiil to tsal Ctrngaclhar
Tilak arfter three British Magistrates
hacl rejected his applicatiorr.

At the cirll of Mahatmar
Candhi ior voung nren to F(.r rlut to
t I re v i I l.r g.,s, ir rtt'tv i\,-n rir i'r'it,tl I 

:lr r','r,tl

1'yabji dccided to go in for
agricultrrre and started in
Ahuredrragar district in 1-c)26 with a

small plot of 25 acres. -fhe reasou
fr:'r choosing the village of
Shrirerr.npur was that the
g()verlrlnelrt haci sl'rerriallt' brrilt'
cattal in l'jl.l .rrrcl !.unrarrtet'tl
Penlall('nt \\rat(,r sul)lllt'ior n l()()

r ! ..1,, t, ,

Initi:rll,,'!rr'r;ta.,'erl i;r.t :;nt.r ll l.,,.ri rt
Llre viilage ol VVadala i'r'av'ala,
atl joiuing to Slrrir'.rurirur..

vt'rv brave acts.
Orre oi thenr n,as
irr I(ihirtr near
.Alibag tvhere his
\'()u ngL.r Lrrother
A zeem \\raS

caught in a current
n'hiIe sn,irlming
ancl shouted for
hell-r. Fareed
-l'r'abii plunged
'into the rrrater a11Ll

rlragged hirn out,
siivirrg lrinr fronr
drtlu,rring In

atrother casc, s()nre rolrbers hac'l

colne up ancl Lreat the villagers of
Vadala and ltrotecl sonrs sh()PS. I-le
rvent n,ith his rifle ancl tired at le;rst
25 shots to scare arva1, 1l1s roblrers.
Sonre rrf the lootecl rtraterial rvas
later found in llaregaou. Fareerl
Tval.ji tolcl the DSI' thirt this corrld
not have bgg11 pllrsi:iilrlc rvithout thtr

cortnit'arrce oi the police.

Water suppl-1' ;rrtlbleurs fr6t1
the crrrral startecl in 19(r0 and the
sr.rppl1, Lrecanre irregtrlar clue to a

larIe ntnlber of illecal Lrul]r]rs
in:l,rllr'rl il tlrr, ttl-t.t'r'r'"r),-itt's ol llrLr

t:aturl. Carre llr()\\'ers n'ithottt
scruplgs rvere.rble to britre the
lrrigation Departn.rent ancl get all
their requircnrellts. Ilut Fareecl
Tyabji refused to part n,ith a single
paise of graft in orcler to get rvater
t<r tvhich he r'r,as legalll, erltitlerl t(),

irttrl rl'.rtr'lterl silerrtlt' as titotrsancls
r,l t'ulrr',':,',\'l;[11 r'f lrrilll'(-ar]r!'

'I

Saacl Ali

tvhen thev rvt're entitletl to onlY ont
.rcre. Due to this harassment b), t|*
Irrigation [)epartnrent, he rvas
Itrrr'etl [1 r 5,l1rp grt'rVing sugarcane
rvhich t.r'as the L-rritlart, gbjectirre oi
going to Shrirantpur ancl had to
rlivert to other produce. As a uratter
of fact, the Latrd Ceiling Act harc-l

also aclversely affected hinr, as rvell
as nralrv other r'onrprauies. The
Belapur Cotrrpr611y, orte of the best
rna na secl a n cl efficierr tlv ru 11

sLr ga rca rle cr)rlrpalries, rl'ho l'rad
tlteir rrrr'tt sutirrc.lr)(, lrlnlrs, rvurt,
forced to sell their lands and close
dou'n because they could not get
sLlgarcane gro\v11 on their ort'n
farnrs! The sh<-rrt;rge of rr'ater drre
trl tlre installation of arotrnd l,(r0()
illegal ptrr.nps sJrotrsored by a

ptrrverful nreurber of parliatlent
tvas trt;.tinlv resp'rousible ftrr Ihe
rr'.rter shtrrtaF,r' in Slrrir.r llprrr.

The N'11' girve all the rr'ater
pulrrped by these illegal punlps to
Sarrgirnrrrer rvhile ShrirarmpLrr \\'as
starved. Sanganrner florrrished as a

greerr belt at the cost of Shrirampur,
arrd the Ml'(rvith his illegal punlps,
r'trI tIt.' r'r-t,'t]it!) Ityt'p .,\ir' ( lrir,l
N4arshal, Iclrees l.artif, rt,ho rvas the
Covernor, w.as takeu in bv this
shorr'.

Fareecl Tvabji and his rt,ife
Fatir-rra took great interest in the
pr()blenrs of lrntouchabilitv as a

resfr()nst: to (,antl lriji's tall irr It)-l(1.

Tlrr.\/ slirt,'r tlreil r::rnrl.irigrr u'hile
r.. .. rt :tr I ... I

,,. . ...,.-,-,:..,- r-.',.. .,,..,. ..{!.- rt.,,,,,1,{rr,5ir

nroved ouI ol tire village. VVlretl

tlrr'1' ((lnrl)cligrretl .ig;ritlst
rrrrrt,rrt iratriiitv' rrr tlrt: t iii.ir,its, llrur..
tvtts itr tt,t'tsc o1r1 r1 r5,if i1111 ;rt rr-l I-'os Ii I it-1'

'l'li.,st' it'1r,, .l itl
i,' i,r il'r' Iitt' lr t il,rtiori
rvt't't' .rlrlt' t() rlr'l \\'Jt('l

l..r.r.,,l,trtt I;1.::l (.1,.1,,1,..r

ttL,L ltt':,ilatt'
[).,1,,t1.11',,',,,

lrrl l() .rcr t's

I )"tttttht't !()()()

l:.irt,r'cl 't _v.rl, ji rr'irs rrotr'rl lor'



and even deatl-r tl'rreats. But tl'rey set

an example by picking up brooms
and joirring the scaveugers in
clealring up the village. They went
to the village every week with
brooms and spades and joined tlre
so-called untouchables in clear-ring
the village.

Fareed and Fatima even went
into the garbage and weed-choked
gutters to clean them up. This
entailed cleaning rveeds, snakes, etc.

The adjoining villagers simply
closed their houses and shops and
ignored these activities pretending
they were not at home. But Fareed
and Fatirna gradually aroused the
conscience of the villagers and some
people started joining the
canrpaign.

Wherr they found that a large
section of untouchables were unable
to use the village wells, they n'rade
their own wells available to each
and erreryone u,ho wished to drart,
nrater.

They were keen to promote
literacy amongst the harijans. But
they found that as the school rvas
located in a temple, the harijans
were uot allowed to enter and had
to sit out in the sun. As Fareed
Tyabji was incharge of rationing, he
used the profits from this activity
to enable the harijans to errter the
sclrot'rls atrd rt:ceiye eqtral edttcait.tt
.ts otlters. \\'hen thcre rr'crc lr)c.ll
dispr-rtes, he was always looked trp
to as the ideal arbitratc'rr.

Orre such dispute concernec'l
the Belapur Conrpany. They had
given a c<lntract to some villagers
to cttt sug;rrcane. After the cutting
r,r'as done, the villagers of Varlala
lvlahadeo w()uld grl t<l the frrrnrs t<l

tollet I Llte lel [-()\i cr lrf .l vcs. I lrer t
\rrott lrJ hr' soy111.' sll!',itr'(-'itllr.r l{rtt r\\/+)r

by the previous bontractor and they
rvottlrl take this also alotrg rt'ith tltt'
\\'.rst(, It,.rt't's. lVht'ri tlrt' Cit'rrcr'.rl
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Manager, Jamasji found out that
sonle cane was being smuggled out
along with the leaves by the
villagers, he forbade villagers of
Vadala Mahadeo to come to the
farrn. Efecause of a small group of
villagers taking away the left-t>ver
cane. the whole village was being
punished. The villagers approacl'red
Fareed Tyabji saying that since he
knew Jamasji, he should persuade
him to restore their right to take the
leaves. Fareed told them that he
would intercede on their behalf if
they had a genuine case, but if they
wanted to grovel at the feet of
Jamasji, he would have nothing to
do with it. In the event, Fareed
Tyabji was able to restore the
privileges of the villagers of Vadala
Mahadeo.

In another case, a Muslirn
boy, Hassan, aroused intense
jealousy because his shop had
become very popular. The local
villagers hatched a plot agairrst him
and alleged that two local girls had
been abducted by him. It was
alleged that he took the two girls on
his bicycle at 10 p.n1. to
Ahmednagar, rvhich is 90 kms.
art'a), arrd brought thenr back irr the
moming. Fareed Tyabji showed that
physically it rvas impossible to carry
two girls on the pillion of a bicycle
for 90 kms. and return in the
nrorrring. Moreover, he was able to

l)l'()( Lrre ret'cil'rts llonr 5il111-r* i,t
Shriranrptrr where Hassarr had beerr

shoppiug iu the late evening, arrd
the whole plot against hiur was
exposed. Wherr the villagers
complained to Fareed about this
nlatter, he asked the villagers to
acc()nrpany lrirn to the shop where
he had purchaserl the gtxids lirte thirt
night. But nrrt rlnt' of thenr lrarJ thr:

r ,....:r.. rl l. .r ,lrl -, .l. ',,,.;,. i t i ri_\ 1," ,lr I, ,1,,;r ,rr.r,.

rl. 1.,,,.1 ... ,. ;ll;,., r
''rrrrl'r\\\l't rt(r.r r!rrr'rrh

corroborate tire event.. l'he villagers
l.rtel ctifirured tlrat tlris rvas a prlol.

to itrrPiit'irlt, I i.rss,ur ,rrrrl llr;rt tirt,

l.'rettlortt I,-it's! Octobct-I)ecetttttcr 2000

girls had nevcr gotle to
Ahmednagar.

A large meeting of about 100
persons was held irr the compound
of his farm, to solve a local dispute.
After the discussions, somebody
suggested that they would like to
have tea. Fareed Tyabji said that he
would gladly provide tea, but
reminded the assembled villagers
that his servants are harijans and
if she prepared the tea, they rvould
have to drink it. There was
considerable initial resistance. But
one prominent villager declared
that in Fareed's house,
untouchability was unknown and
they had to accept it. Thereafter, the
entire congregation partook of the
tea prepared by a harijan hfomalt.

IJis success and dedicatic'lr to
agriculture was such that he n'ould
only offer the best produce irr the
market. His wheat and iowari
fetched a higher price than any
others. Arrd every vendor selling
nlangoes on the roadside rvould
claims that tl'rese were "Tyabji
utangoes".

Durirrg the 1941 individual
sntyagraln, Fatima volunteered as ;l

sntyagrahi . Raosaheb Patwardhan
who rt'as the head of the
Ahrnednagar Congress Committee
forwarded her name to Mahatma
Candlri. She u'as accepted, dtrlv
perl()rl)rrrl ltrr- speetlr .lnd \\'.is

iailed for 3 nronths. However, when
she n'as taken to Ahmedrragar jail,
tlre jailor refused to accept her, as

he had not received the arrest
warrant. So they went to Ilao
Saheb's house, had lunch, and
reporterl lrack t<l the iail in the
evt'rlin13, r,r'lrt:rr slre ivas acr:eprted!

irr lirr' l',1- \2ult iirrll.l
\4(r\/r'rt'l'rpt, lrrrf ll l-lrre'erl I \riririi an,i
his wife F'atirna served jail sentences
for rlaking slreer:hes each gettirrg 3

nrort l lt It'r-tt ts.



During the war Period, an

amusir-rp; incident took place. A
military officer (Geu. Masood) irr

uniforur descended late at night at

Belapur railrvay statiorr and askecl

the tonga driver to take him to the

Tyabji farur. Such r.t'as the loyaltl'
of the people that the tongawalla
took him beyond tl're farm to the

trrigation Bttugaltxr', thinking that
the uniformed ulatr had cotle to

arrest Fareed TYatrji; that he

pretendecl that he had lost l'ris wav
and clidn't kuow the Tyabii famr.
So rvhetr this officer asked a

passerby, rvhether he krrew Tyabii,
the caller at first denied that there
rvas arly such persotr. Bttt vvheu he

sar,v the bedding roll, l're trsked urore
questiorrs attd tt'as assttred tllat the
officer rvas a relative c()l'llc to llreet

his consiu. Being ct ltvitlcecl, ht'
tunrecl the fortga back aucl ttlok hirlr
to Tyabji. The officc'r rvirs astottndec'l

that after denying krrowledge he

rrolv offered to take him to T1'abii.

I'atel expltriued that he had thttught
that the officer had conre to arrest
hiutl

Drrrirrg the Quit Ilrclia
Movenrr.'nt, he rv;rs a great helpr to

the undergrotttrd atctivist, Achyut
I)atrvardhan, who n'as ilt disguise
and 1;rerv a bearci atrd rt'as sheltered
in the seaside village of Kihirtr for
sonte tittte, by antlther ctlttsitt.

I rr'.ts itttet'tretl Iot ,lll
inclt'iinite tentt as irrr A Class detetru
(for the safety of the llealm!) along
lvith all the top brass ctf the Bonrbay
Cortgress lvho rvere arrested tlu 9th
Augtrst 1942. Later ott, when the

Qtrit lrrclia irrterrsified, the yard next
to us got iilletl n,itli ll Class
t:r'rtvictetl Polilit'al ;rri51r11g15. I

Iourrtl Ilr.rt rny rt ttrlr lrirt'et'cl 'l'1'.rl'ii

i'.r: ttl litt ttu rt r,ti ti r,.lil ir|ilsttl llr

tr'ltts t()r tt';trrt r,i lr;rrr;rt'i.st ittr,i llr.tt
r:lrv aunt Fatinra l'vabii was ifi tlre
\\,()ln('n's jirri across tlte rtrircl . Verv
s()(rr, \\'c lr.r.l t'st.rl.lislt.'tl it clt,iitr lt,t'
Ir'arts1-rorliug ft,otl ]r.ll'ctrls irr tlrtr

middle of tl-re night, for the other
prisoners, as we rt,ere allorved tcr

get food lrotrr outside.

One midnight, the iailers
caught us recl-hattdecl , prassirrg
parcels over the wall to tl-re other
prisoners. I rvas sitting on top of the

rvall ancl tuost vulrterable.
Hovvever, Yusuf Meherarlly and
Ilaosalre[.r [)a tr.r'trrcl ha rt rrrgrted
vehet'ueIrtlv that lve clo 11ot

pg6rrgnise these difierences anlollSst
political prisoners, attd in atlv case,

they n'ere resportsible for nry acts'

The resr-rlt l,r'as the transfer of
I(trosaheb to Dhulia fail and I

missed his srveet bhaians with
which he u'oke nre Lrp everyday.

Mv cotnltttttrica ti<ttr rvitlr nllr

arult Fatinra in the wonlen's jail also

canre to an at)ruPt etrd rvhetr the
jaikrrs discoverecl nry letters hiddell
in the bindings oi the t.rotrks I serrt

her!

A f erv )'ea rs .r go, Fa reed
decicletl to visit his brother at
K;rrachi. Although lte n'as \\'arllllY
w'elcomerl 1-:v his variotls relatives,
he cot-tsitl erablf anIrtlYetl atlc-l

etubarrtrssecl thenr b)' insistirrg on

n'earitrg his rvhite Catrclhi cap and

Khtrdi kttrttr,;rs he had alwavs dotre

throughout his life. The cotrflict rl'ers

partiallv solved n'hett he agreed to
lt'lt'.ritt lrrrttr ,:rilrt izitrq llrrrr.rll irr

pulrlic. M;rrr1' 1 Iincltr shtrpkeepel's
rt,ere c-l elighterl to see hitll altcl
courpl;rinerl of tltt'ir t'oes.

When he died at the age of
97 ot-r lltlt Febrtrarv i,997, he had
vvished a (lu'iet itlld tlll()stt'lrtatiotts
fr.rtret.tl. ljtrt as it titr-rrt'ci ortt, litt
r'trtire to\r:n'tn,J Ilr,' 1,jll11y1.1s rrt
. t ,., ,,... .. r J I .. ' .1.

kept in the Gram Panchayat's office
before br,rrial ancl tens of thousands
clf local residents came to pay
llpmage. Due to tl're huge crorvd, the
nrain roads rvere blocked for several
hours.

N{I(. SAAD ALI, a freedom fighter, is
actively involved in the work of the
Bombay Environmerrtal and Action Group.

The Crisis of Leadership
Nearly a century ago, when Sir

Phirozeshah Mehta was told by some
of his followers that "our people have
many shortcomings, and hence the
party suffered", he is reported to have
thundered: "They are our people, and
we have to work with them. We can-
not import people"

The crisis of leadership has
arisen because in earlier days, it was
generated by service and sacrlfice, and
politics was an opportunity to service
the public, whereas todaY, it arises
mainly from three sources - brand eq-
uity of political families, mass appeal
through media visibility gained by movie

stars and sports people, and criminals
who have lately discovered that rather
than work through the proxy of politi-

cal leaders, directly get into politics and

share the booty of power and patron-

age whlle buying for themselves insur-
ance cover from itrcome tax, police and

other authorities.

The earlier day route of Political
leadership was local municipalities (e.9.

Jawaharlal Nehru in Allahabad Munici-
pal Corporation, and Sardar Patel in

Alirrtetiabad). Toclay, it is reckorrecj to

be too slow for intpatient PeoPle.

The failure of the Constitution
makers to specify any qualification - a

Government office chaprasi has to have

some minimum qualification, while his
political masters can be illiterate boors

- is another reason for this crisis.

This crisis of leadershiP will
bedevil all political parties ir.r the days
to (:()nre unless lhey cvolve a sVstenl

ul seieeltutt ztlttL itatttitrg. allu ellsul6
rt):tl Vrljr(i at ttttiilte \tst\/t.{- alliiil;rllS-
parency in perSonal finances ls a must

lor occupyirrg arry office

- M. R. Pai

l"t't:L'iiottt I"i t :tI
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Rural Education
- The Need for a New Focus

i{usum Choppra

What is the use of universal primary education of the type on offer in lndia
ioday, with its focus on urban life and needs, when all the while economists wail

about the burden created by migration into the cities from the villages.

rr'y'hat is the use of uni',.ersal
priniary education of the type t',n offer
in India ioc-lav, lvith iis fttcus on urban
llfe arrd needs, n'hen all the rt'hile
economists u,ail atrout the burclerr
createci by miqration irrto the cities
from the villages.

Statistics reveal that school
enrollment is encouraging, but it
bottoms out at the end of the primary
levels, because educatiorr is quite
mearrirrgless to our rural kids.

What is rreeded is an entirely
ner,r' focus for middle schooi education
for rural India, to equip young people
to tackle their problems, so that they
nrake a deceut livirrg in tlre villages,
rather than migrate citv-rvards ttr
1-;opulate nrassive slu nrs.

If care is takerr in the texts tcr

irrclucle sorne of the experierrces that
our people irave collected during their
jottrtrev fro11 111s lroan'r.ast, rvlrt'rr
ritrii.l '\'ii:; :he r(r.is[ ',i lirc .iviiist:.i
.,vorir-1, this project couicl aclrieve
nutrther inrp111[i1111 olriective as r,r'elI :

That r.rf L-rreservirrg otrr traditional
kuon,lcdge and givirrg it such
lvidespreaci, grassroots usage to the
accu mu la tion of traditionaI'.arisdonrs
ihat tro foreign, scientific or o[l1gl1f isi',
ottt I i t, irrti ir r.irr,ri,,r' (,t t,tnt:,,lti{,n ( .ul
t'laittr tr;ttr:rrts rrn it

irCrilSe
Indiarr
rril,jrl'
:'l stt-,il)

rvhich made india a r.rrajor exporter
arrd a much-sought-after prize n'hicl.r
attracted the attentiou of the
Occidental pirates.

It i{ras the deliberatc'
decimation of traditional svstems and
practices, under the British n'hich has
led to the sad cJemise of that
legendary ancient prosperity.

As India could not have
achieved her pre-emirrence, if she had
not been stupenclously procluctive,
Why not now? Why can't past
experience and that knowledge not be
applicable now? The shift to the
commercial agriculture of the Greerr
Revolutiorr and the almost ttrtal
reliance on foreign svstenrs of
agricuI ture, or,,erlookin g rra tive store
of knon'ledge, trased, ()ll c)ur climate
and soils, built trp over the centuries,
has proved qtrite disastrous. After the
nrass suicides by farmers in Andhra
I'ra,.lesh arr<l Karnataka, !rr,rl lolrq
irclirre iirt.i..ri'rtrt-r's ol tltt,i'ust tri Iilt,
cr'runtr\r'c farmirrg regions jtlin suit?
TheV have [reconre so eas\/ L]re\/ to the

irurvey()rs of "n-riracle" seeds,
pesticicles anci fertilizers, as thev lrave
alntost totally krst totrch r,r'ith their
0wr1 native experiences arrcj
knor.vIecl r1e oi these pirerrr,'rnenl.

consurnptic'rn, to avoicl offering the
contaminated stuff to their on,n
fanrilies. And farmer's r.vives complain
ihat lvherrever their men come back
irom the fields plarrted rvith the uerv
crops for vvhicl.r new fertilisers are
used, their clr-rthes har,e to tre lvashed
separately as they are covered lvith
all nranner of insects, r.vhich is rrever
the case after rvalks through fields of
old style dr:si c1o*rr.

ilas anvbocly str.rdied this
phenortrerra ?

The order of the day may not
be that celebrated "thrust" to
rejuverrate agriculture, lvith tl're
classical economic prrescriptions of
lnrlre credit, lretter seeds, access to
rnarkets, crrlcl storages etc., but a

whole ttelv svstem of education lr,hich
reaches out io the rural child, the
farmer of the future, bringing him
abreast not merelv with the latest
l.lalrtin:l lncl l.r;-.rkt'lirr11 techniLlrrcs , rn

rhr, irrierrrct, Lrr"r i n,iiiclr rr,iil teli hint
hon' iris foreiatlrers tlretv 'legenclarv

riches out trf the soil.

Wlrat is recluirecl is the input
of researclies into our past from the
grarrd instittrtions, into a series of
lextLrtxrks qearecl for trur rtrral schools,
tr,hittr rr.ill '.t'aclr ihc I iil.rge ciriltirerr
l1ir1r.. tr. '-,.,..,,,,ptt,, 911,, '1rrfllpr sitltts ,

:' .. l. ... l'l

,tir'.','ti1l' .1 lltrr ,.,::lrj, i!t-'''llrgrj:: .rnrj
.iitttttai L,cir.rl.it.,ur, r.rtirer [hart the all-
i.r r-rr, f r rlt t \.{Lit. il,'lt.t rtit r,.lrr t for,'tt;r stsi
| | ,; :. ,lr . . l. ,,,

'-t'('()gltr:i(' ij()ijc, i)fgiltti;:c ivattli'

i"i.t'sl i )cloit,:r -l)i:,:ct:tlt,,t )O()o



resources atld plan crop schedules
according to climate, soil and natural
protectiorr available, instead of
expensive chen'rical inputs which will
take them out of tl-re clutches of the
old fashioned money lerrder into that
of the nrodern credit agerrcies.

If they learn simple repair
techniques for their implements and
holv to run a clean and hygienic
home, give their children adequate
nutrition and first aid, the load orr
inadequate services lvould reduce and
parellts may be tempted into keeping
their children in school longer than the
mere 4 to 5 years that have become
the standard now, if at all.

Perhaps, if our young children
in the villages are again exposed to
all the dos and don'ts that many
farmers themselves are forgetting,
they may make rnore successful
farmers.

A number of institutions are
doing research into traditional
krron'ledge systems and culling
ancient scriptures such as the Vedas
for the knowledge they have to offer
us. But the majority of thern offer this
knowleclge to establishments meant
fo r the o I der gen era tion, tcl
multinational producers arrd I{&D
divisions etc., rvhereas, perlraps the
need of the hour is to pass it on to the
youllger generatiorr in rural fndia arrd
to make it orrce again a working part
of their lives.

It is a questiorr of efficient
culling of knorvledge for a set purpose
and tl're proper orgar.risation of that
inforn'ratiorr irr a series of model
textbooks, rvhicl'r cannot be
standardised for tl-re r,r'hole country,
rvith its u'ide spectrum of natural
plrerronrena, ... please note.

Such books may perhaps serve
a better purpose tharr our present texts

lvhich make tl're n'rajority of rural
children school drop-outs and the rest
misfits irr the villages, yet rrot quite
fit for urban life eitherl

What is the use of universal
primary education of the type on offer
in India todav, rvith its focus orr urbar.r
life and needs, r,r'hen all the rvhile
economists wail about the burden
created by rnigration into the cities
from the villages.

What is needed is an entirely
neW focus for rniddle school education
for rural India, to ecluip young people
to tackle their problems, so that they
make a decent living in the villages,
rather tl'rarr migrate to the cities to
populate massive slurns.

Ms. Kusurn Choppra is a f reelance
iournalist and a frequent contributor to
Freedon First.
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A leading ISO-9001 Engineering Company
Products & Services offered :

. Medium & Large Pumps

. Hydro-Electric Generating Systems

. L.T. & H.T. Altemators and Motors

. Special Rotating Electrical Machines

. H.T. Switchgear & Switchboards

. Electronics & ControlSystems

. Jyoti assumes single-source responsibility for implementing Turn-key Projects.

. Jyoti Pro/ENGINEER Design Service Centre offers CAD / CAM / CAE solutions to improve
engineering processes.

@ Jyori Ltd.\7e'
lndustrial Area, Vadodara - 390 003.
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Contentment, Ioy and Living Well

usefnl. At the sar-ne time, it is qttite
rratrrral that all our 1'rrotrlenrs cannot bc

solrrecl Lry material facilities aloue. In l
nr.rtcrial society therc is jtrst as rtrtrch

rncntrl unrest arrtl frtrstration, ii nttt
r-rrore. This shon s trs that rve nre lttttuan
beings after all. We are llot the prorlnct
of machines lrrrcl orrr bodit's are different
fronr prrrely mechanical things.
Thcrefore, tve rrtust thirrk seriousl), abotrt
()rlr o\\,n inner abilities ancl clcepc.r
t,alues.

I bgliq'vs that if someone reallv
rl'ants a hnppy Iife then it is vert'
inrportant to pursue both internal antl
external lreans; in other vvortls, material
tlevelopment and merrtal clevelopment.
C)ne ccrnltl also say 'spiritual
clevelopment', but when I say 'spiritual'
I c1o uot necessarily mean any kincl oi
religious faith. When I use the worcl
'spiritual' I meau basic human goocl
qtralities. Thesc'are: htrnran affection, a

serrse of involvemerrt, honesty, discipline
and hur-nan intelligence properly gr,rielecl

by gooct motivation. We have all these

things fronr birth; thev do not colrle to
us later it.t our lives. R.eligiotts faith,

The Dalai Larna

howevcr, coures lat-er. ln tliis regarcl, I

lrelic'r'c that there. arc th/o ]evels to the
variotrs rt-ligious tetrchings. Ou one level,
rcligious tcrchirr,ls trlk ;rbotrt Cod or the
;\lmightv, or, in lltrcltlhisnr, .rLrout
Nir'",ana and thc' rrext life. Yet on a

rlifferent lcvel, all religiotrs teachinss arrrl

tratlitior-rs teach rts trr be goocl human
beings, to be warm-helrted people. 1'l-rese

religiorrs teachirrgs simply strensthen the
basic human good tlualities rvhicl-r r,r'e

have from birtl'r.

As hnmans, lr'e all have the sert'tre

hnnran potential, ttnless tl'rere is soure
sort of rctarcled brain function. The
r.t'onclerful htrntan brain is the source of
our strerrgtlr ancl the source of ottr ftttttre,
pro.,'ided'"ve utilize it in the risht
direction. lf u,e use the brilliant httrnatt
mind in the rr'rorrg n'ay, it is really a

tlisaster. I think httmatr bein.gs are t]re
superior sentietrt beings ou this prlattet.

TJrrrnans hnvt' the pott'nti;rl rtot otrlt' lcr

create htrppy lives for thenrsclr.'es, but
also to help other Lreings. We hrve a

natr.rral creative rlualitv ancl it is verv
inrport,tnt to re;rlize tltis.

- Exh'acted fronr T/rr l>oit'er of C.ontpnssittir.

I am a llttcldl-rist and my wholu
rvay of training is accorcling; to the
Ilr.rtlcllrist teaching or Bucidha Dhnrmn.
Although l spcak from my orvt-t

experience, I feel that no one has the right
to impose his or her beliefs on another
person. I will not propose to you that my
rvay is best. The decision is up to you.
li ytrr.r iinrl some poittt rvhich mal' tre

suitable for you, then yott can carry otlt
experiments for yourseli. If yor.r fincl that
it is of no use, then yott can eliscard it.

The trasic fact is that all serrtierrt
bcirrgs, plt rticu l.rrl1' Ittt urirrr beiuqs, u'au I

happlpg55;rncl clo not n'atrt pair-r anci

strfferirrg. On tlrose groutrtls, we have
every rieht to bt' happy antl to ttse
rliffercnt nrethotls ()r nleAns to overcontc
sr.rffering ancl to achieve happier lives.
Thcse methotls, horve','er, should not
irrfrirrgt orr the rights of others, nor
*lr,,lltri llr,'r' . rr'.rtt' tur,t' \llll,.t ttt- l,,l
otlrels. It is n'ortltwhilc to think seriotrsly
abouI the positive ant] negative
c()nsL'rlLrellces of these nretlrocls. Yott
shoul.l bc art'are tlrat tlrere are differe'nces
betn,cen short-terrl antl lrtug-tertn
irrterests alrd collsc(lLrcnces. If there is a

cou f lict lrcttveen the sltort-terrn in tt:rest
arrrl tlrc lon,.1-tt,rrn interest, thc lotrg-tertl
irrIer rst is rnor c irrrl.rort,rrrl- I]r.rLl.ilrists
trstrallV saV tlr.rt thcre rs rto lbsoltttc attrl
l[,tt , ,,.r'r,, tlri1r1 ir: 1.,.'!:rtir','. (,r ryl rttrr.:t

Itt(lr',r-',rC,'r|ritttti t(r Ilt|, rl-cUillsl,tttc,'s

. I frclit'r:tt llr,ri.,ilie itle.r..that ail
lrtrtri,ttr lilrrlrlr.rlts ..rrr 1.,' solYr'tl lrv
ttt,rchin,'s rrr lrt'lrr,ttlr'r- 1t 1.,r11111', Ol
crrrlrs(" rrr,rtt.r r,il l,triliti|s .lt(, ('\[l(]nlr.l\'

The Tibetan in Mumbai

The Tibetan in Mumbai
is nol a Foreigner.

He is a cook
At a Chinese 'take-away'.

Thcy lhink he i.s C|ltcse.
Rurt away frorrt Betltrtg.

He se//s swealers, in sumnter
in the shade of the Parel bridge.
They think he is some retired
bahadur.

The Tibetan in Mumbai
Abuses in Bambaiya Hindi,
With a sltgltt Tibetan accent
4nd dt trinq t,onahttlary ctncrq^nctPc
Itt' n;:lr tr.tlit; t ttns ittlrt'l-ilt,'l;ttt
I/rat'.s rnlrel tlrc Pargs lttuqlr

The Tibetan in Mumbai
l-rAe.s lo fltlt tltrougllt MID-L)AY
I ovt:s L-tt4. D!rl (locs-,n I exl'te(:i

A Tibetan song
He catches bus at a signal,
Jumps into a running train,
Walks inlo a long dark gully
And nestles in his kholi

i-le gets arryry
When they laugh at hint
' ch i n g -c h o n g -pi n g- po n g'

The Tibetan in Muntbai
ls now tired.
Wants some sleep and a dreattl
On lhe 11p.m.Virar fast
He goes tct the Hintalayas,
The 8 05 a rn fast local
P'rinqs hirl] ha.k to Ch!trchgatc
; !, l;t,:, \.i,,;,. .1 [rt;'r1 f,1r1ttt'-

Iirnrlotrt l,'irs!. ( )t l,tlter-1.)cr:utltcr 2000 3,3



Str,ucturally so simple. Yet a

botanical miracle. All it needs is

good earth to put down its roots.

Though taken for granted and often
abused, it never complains. But stoi-

callygoes on performing i6 vitalrole
in the ecological chain. Undergoing

complicated chemical processes And taking a leaf ftom our botanical
that help sustain life on earth friendb life, weVe enriched ours.

At Herdillia, weVe also spent over By nurturing a symbiotic relationship
two decades perfecting chemical with the 30,000 trees planted in

processes that make life more our afforestation programme. lt's
qualitative. ln homes, offices, like adding 30,000 sophisticated

industries, even in agriculture. chemical plans to our 9 existing ones.

And the plant is in operation

Air-purifier, rain maker, photo-
synthesizer, fertilizer producer,

waste recycler, soil preserver and
revitalizer,... its virtues are endless.

One of the most sophisticated
chemical plants in the world

HERDILLIA
CHEMICALS

LIMITED
' Air lndid Building, . .

r.rariman Point, Mumbai 4oo 021 lnnOVatiOn & lntegrity - Chemistry Of SUCCeSS
F 

^,,larr 
harrlrllra@herdrllra aorn . 'y',/ebsite hllp,ryn*", herCrllra ccnr
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Crimes : The Electronic Way
R. V. Chari

It is now possible to perpetrate any number of crimes by staying
within the four walls'of one's home.

Until not so long ago, crimes
were largely limited to such things
like theft, assault, murder or land
grabbing. Since the comn'rission of
crime was circumscribed within a

smaller area, detectiotl was relatively
easier for the authorities, to close in
on the perpetrators. The ad"'ent of the
h'rdustrial Revolution, followed by ihe
commercial and transport revolutions
rvide opened horizons for the would-
be culprit.

With the advent of the
computer, a whole host of trelv
products have been thrown up - what
with the credit card, the internet, the
e-mail, the cyber cafd, world wide
rveb, etc. This l'ras knitted the nations
of the world into one entity, and lvith
the globalisation of trade and
commerce, crime too has been
globalised. It is norv possible to
perpetrate any rrumber of crimes by
staying n'ithin the four u'alls of his
home, r'naking it that much n'orse for
the law to catch the thief.

Computer crimes involve
access to a computer. The access may
be unauthorised or the individual
mav be transgressine the pon'ers that
\\'erc prerrnittcd to i'rinr. This
ut-rauthorisec-l access enables him to
steal, alter, destroy, tamper, substitute
conlputer software programmes,
storage devices such as hard disks,
floppies, CDs, etc. resulting in the
defalcation and embezzlement of
funds with conseqtrent loss to
inriividuais, conrpanies aucl
g()\,ernnr('r.l ts.

Ilrt' ltiilon,rtrt tlrr 5()rnt
.'1 ;1 nr1rl,,s, \l .r,ptrl! I l.,r-rrlsll!',,, L.r.11i,,

Sat.rotagc of the cotrrptrter, opcra[in!;
svstcttrs anr.l p16q;;lyllltres. Ip ]rrl..
l!t97.. T'irrrothv r\llen Ll<,ycl ',r'ho n'as

enrployed as a computer programmer
by Omega Engineerirrg Corporation,
New Jersey, set off a software bomb,
after his dismissal from service by the
comparly. In March 1999, the Melissa
virus was unleashed irrto tl're intemet
and the operations of 60 major
corporates were brought to a stand-
still. Hor,r,ever, a Computer
Emer6;ency Response Team,
supported by the Pentagon succeeded
in restricting the damage. David Smit,
the creator of the nasty virus pleaded
guilty to causing damages to
American businesses to the tune of $
80 million, but it is estimated the
actual cost could be more than $ 400
million.

Theft of data, intellectual property,
marketing strategy and the like. In
February 1995, Kevirr Mitnick was
arrested after a hacking spree of two
years, during u'hich time l're stole
sof tware property of leading
conrpauies like Motorola, Novell,
Fujitszu and Sun Micro etc. involving
millions of dollars.

Blackmail through access to stealing
of information. The computer may
also facilitatc crinr,-' bl Ireirrc ustd in
any of the follttlving \\,ays:

Misuse of ATM cards, accounts and
credit cards. An An'rericalt pays
through credit card at Geneva Airport
for a first class ticket to fly by British
Airways from Delhi to Sir"rgapore.
Next day, at Frankfurt, he changes the
ticket to Delhi-l Ion6 I(orig [r),
ec()ll()lny class. l le also nrakes a ferv
prrrcltasr.'s at Flarrklrrrrl llrrirrrtlr lri:;
crcrlit trarcl . Tht: caril is stolerr in
'l okyr.r w,hrtr it is ltrrrrrr.i tlrlt ii .,r lrs

forged iir Rome and sold to the'
A tnt:ri,-att in Beirtrt. u'ho lras l11, 1q1'11.

rtlttlrtrcci Io ,'\ttlt'r't- t. l htrt: tvill tiott'
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be a long drawrr litigation between the
bank, the police and the various
authorities.

Fradulent Crediting of funds through
electronic transfers.

Telecom Frauds. In March 1997, a
juvenile hacker broke into the
computer of a local telephone
company, incapacitating the systems
for hours. He also successfully broke
into a pharnracy file carrying away
patient-related records.

Threat to National Security. In
February 1998, Ehud Tennenbaum, an
Israeli citizen broke into the
computers of military and
government installations irr the US
and Israel. He also succeeded in
hacking tl-re inforrnation of academic
institutions, but was arrested before
he could infliqt further damage.

Cyber Frauds. On November 30,
1,999, I-he T'intes of hldln reported the
arrest of or-re Kala Krisl'rna Moharr
Rao, for defrauding investors to the
tune of crores of rupees by posing as

a winner of Rs.87 crores in the Euro
lottery. He was able to fool the Chief
lv{inister trf r\rrcllrra I'r'irtle.slr, ]\vl r'.

Charrdrababu Naidu. lle first created
arr e-mail address fron-r where he
"leaked" a nelvs report to the Telugu
daily, the Andhra Jyothi, aborrt his
having hit the jackpot in the Euro
lottery. This was followed by a string
of press interviews orr the basis of
r,r,hich he n'as able to get strbstarrtial
ftrucls fronr gr.rllitrle investors. Thetr
follon'ccl ii frrt'ioci til lavish livirrg
trritri tlt,. l)(iii!r .rr lr)tr(l iritlr iii
f ivric'r;rir;r,i

PROFESSOR R. V. CI{ARI. a freelance
writer, is a Itrofessor uf Conrtncrce and
Nlanaqcnrcnt.
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Visioils, Stars and Spirits
J. B. D'Souza

Some years ago the Chandrapur jungles south of Nagpur periodically received a

visitor, a senior ICS officer, in search of bears' genitals. Some supernaturally
inspired quack had vouched for their effectiveness as an aphrodisiac.

In the last morrths of the last
nrilleniurn, a n'rysterious leaflet came

into circulation in or outside the
churches irr Mumbai. It bore the
ominous title *The World r,r'ill be
destroyed very shortly. So be alert -
says oLlr Lady of Fatima*. It was the
third message from Fatima.
"Wl.ratever is staudirrg rt'ill be
sr.r'allolved up", it threateued.
"Millions oi people u'ill die. Orrll' oue-
third of marrkind will survive. ... That
night rvill be very cold, and earth rvill
begirr to shake. At home close all the
rr'irrdtru's. Do not look or.rtside. ..."
Thus spake Mary, the Lady of Fatima,
in a 1917 aprparition, to Lucia dos
Santos, a ten-year old shepl'rerdess,
severrth chilcl of a clrtrrrkeu fartner iu
a I'ortuguese village.

Actually, said the leaflet, arr

earlier Pope, pi1,t XII, had put this
third message irrto cold and secret
storage, t.rut it has sirrce been de-
classifiecl, and now mellaces all of us
with destruction and doom.

The Ltig tltrestiotr is 'Whc'n'?
When rr'ill our p(x)r plarret begin to
squeak arrd shake? Ever obliging, otrr
irrrl igenous astrologers urrr'vittingll'
ofiered all arlsrver. Had I not reacl J.

V. Narlikar, I rvouldn't have kutxr,rr
that they expected tlris n,orld of ottrs
to r'ollre to ;rn errd orr 5th Ma\,. F-or

that's n'herr sonrt' six planets u'er(' i()

llll irr lirrt, --.a i'ltirstroplrit aligtttnt'rtt
Ilt,ri tottiri tlt'stt t,t' trrlsi t,i i.rs.

Nlrltk.rr rr';1r scr'|[11'lrlrrl thr'\"ta\' 't l{ ll I

prediction. Narlikhr is a learned
st-ierrtist, lrut lrt lrar] eviclerttlv Itot rtttt
across thc ctrrrIirnrinrl l:atirrra lorct,t:;t.
I rr',rs t 0ttltrst,tl, tlrt' rttIr(t s() ,rtt(,r

sceing a jutre 1999 article, r,r,here

Klrtrslrrvarrt Sirrgh r,r'rote of "7962,
n'lren eight planets \\'ere ilr
conjnnction aud everv single
astrologer pronoutrcerl that the eud of
the'r.r'orld hacl come. Nothirrg
happened. The planets lvere iu similar
conjunctiorr earlier this year. This tiure
s6r6rthsayers did rrot predict doomsday
and *'ere saved front making asses of
thenrsel'u'es again. ... Nevertl-reless w'e

g() ()n calling astrology a sciettce,
lvhich it nrost certainly is uot." But
Khushu,ant too had trot takeu Fatirna
irrto lccount.

In the last millenium,
experiences like those of Fatima's
Lucia overtook ir.rraginative little
children, prarticularly girls, r,r'ith great
freclueucr', partictrlarly in [ir.rrope. In
jr.rly l8(r7 three S-t'car oltl girls in a

Cerr.rrarr village called Marpingell sa\v

a shadon'1, figure irr rvhite rvho
claimed to be Mary, the Mother of

Jesus Christ. As James Sheehan, a

history teacher at Stanford University,
rr, rotr, "tlrr vill.rri.'r'>'l)ietr ,ttrtl tlt-'t'1,

clt,'u'otiotr to Mari,, combirred rvith
their prricle in being chtrsetr ior this
holv visitation and their grouting
scnse oi its t:onrnrercial prrssitrilities (a

Iocal innkeeper telegraphed his beer
supplier rr'ith a reqLlest for 150

gallons: 'Marian miracle in
M a rPirr 1;6111. Iinortlotts PiItr1rinra 11t:.

Send sevt'rr ht ctolitrt's inr nre-d ia tel1" )

irrsPrll'1i l hr,yrL' tlrat N4arPirrr:.'tt coLti,i

lrt' tlrt' (,('rnlrlrl t'rlttir.rlttrt t,l l,ottltir':,
[!11, l-,11'111'lr lrr\r'rt tr'ltt,fr' 11zl;1r,_1' il:rri

appeiired irr.lti5tt Ir'row a flourishing
pillirrrrar:t' cctrtre 1."

I\.l.rlpirrge n's pr'()sf r'rrl\

eventtrally petered out. So may tl're
fortunes of the l'rundreds of halvkers
n'ho flourish r.r,eeklv on Fatinra
llL)\'ena days on the sicleu'alks of
Mahim, Mumbai. Astrologl',
Khushn'arrt Singh and Narlikar
notrvithstanding, is more serious
business than fanciful visions in the
sky. More serious, more verifiable, to
the extent of its reliance on plauetary
disl'rositions irrstead of little girls'
imagination.

So it has a pseudo-scientific
camouflage that takes itr most of ottr
nertionirl leat{ership. We hacl a l)rinre
Minister, Deve Golvda, insisting on
entering his official residence in Nerv
Dell-ri at a star-determined time, r.,"'hich

turned out to be a vvee hour of the
mornirrg, llrtrg before the hottr
Narasinrha I{ao's soothsavers thtrught
it wise for their client to deprart. Deve

Gowda also had the residerrcv altered
to provicie seven stel-rs for entry; that
n'as obedience to the rules of "aanstu

shastra". Alas, tl'rose auspicious
,,lrsr'rt'lur,tr-q rlitJrr't rr',,r1. for hittt I Tt'

rlicin't exactl,r' tlttrtble tlolvtr Iltose
seven step-rs, but he tlicl leave in a

hurry.

Sonre vears later, atrd I ferv

montlrs before the Septentber 1999

Parliar.nent elections, Deve Gou'da's
pet astrologcr predicted a secotrcl

;rf i111,-' trtirristr.,t'i.rl avaIal iol lris tlie rrI
'l'lre ,:licrrt had lrinrst'll t'ott'eci that he

",,,,1,1'ris,, lrrirr li,,'.r.1,,':-''l,,,llr. tli.
r','irr,'ri lrirrr irr. lltl sl,tt s Iet Irinr

j.'ossriri) sei,l.i:tr; !r.:sir

l'ttttts' ,rt.ivt'rtisr'r, n ltt'
" l.o',.t, it4arri:iqt', f)ivorc,:,

I,'t.,'r,,l,,trt liit.s/ ()(l()btr-l)t:ct tttbct )()0()



Any probleurs solved r.t'ithitr trvt>

days! "

Astrologf is not onll' for tl're
birds, everr lot'ebircls, aud ftlr our
pou,erful l,roliticiarrs. Eveu the
othenvise resprectable Bharatiya Vidya
Bhar,'an shocked me lvitl'r its receut

nerger rvith the Bombay Astrological
Society! At the nlerger function a so-

called Emiueut Astrologer rvas the
Chief Guest. "What a fali rvas there,
my countryuretr!" tt'as a comureut I

heard fronr a disgusted Bhavau - arrd

Shakespeareau - fan.

Nor is it only in the Old World
that astrology has its clierrtele. There
are plenty of devotees in the Nen'
World as n'ell, even in high places.
Nancy Reagarr regularly guided her

husband's policies and decisions after

discreet consllltatioll rvith a Califorrria
astrologer. Which may, of course,
account for the polite irreverence $'ith
rvhich Americarrs regarded their
Presiderrt.

Homage to the suPeruatural is

evell r11ore rarnpant south of the
border. Ilio's Copacabaua arrd its
central district have plentv of shops

offering crystal balls, magic herbs and

soaps, iuceuse arrd love potiolls,
jaguar and alligator teeth, bat's rvings

and dried cockroaches - all
guarauteed tcl bring good fortune intil
your life. And if you went to ltio's
desolate Inhauma cemeterv at night
you lvould, accordirrg to your respect

for the spirit n'orld or othenvise, be

either impressed, belvildered or
disgusted by the black rnagic and
rvitchery practiced there. Tl'rere are

nightly offerings to the Devil and a

l-rierarchy of other spirits, of headless

chickens and goats, or of cachaca
liquor flung in a frenzy - offerings
by govenrment mirristers, generals,
Iarvyers, architects, police chiefs, civil
servants, pop stars, the rich and upper
classes as vvell as the p'roorer illiterate
people in this entirely Catholic
country.

Ctlmparecl r,r'ith such frenzied
spiritism our indigenous astrological
cults seem tame and feeble. Witches
too are rare in India, their activities
covert - although one of them, I. R.

Chakraverty, has iust Publishecl her
diary, *Beloved Witch*. In the
courrtryside, n'itch doctors are
plentiful, their prescriptions arrd
breu,s bizarre. Arrd their clientele can
tre just as high-placed. Some years ago
the Chandral'rur jur.rgles soutl.r of
Nagprur periodically received a visitor,
a senior ICS officer, itt search of bears'

genitals. Some supernaturally inspired
quack had vouched for tl'reir
effectiveness as a11 apl'rrodisiac.

Quacks, spirits, apparitions
and astrologers keep tl'ris n'orld of
ours going, until the darvn of the
doomsday some of them prefer to

predict.

I\{R. I. B. D'SOUZA is a rctired civil
servant,
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DALITS IN MODERN INDIA -
VISION AND VALUES edited by
S. M. Michael; Vistaar
Publications, 32-M IJlock Market,
Greatcr Kailash-I, New Delhi;
1999; pp.354; Rs.425.

Reviewed by
Professor H. A. Gani

Indian society l'ras been
lvitnessing a remarkable Dalit
transfornration. The irrferiority
conrprlex that stenrs frclrn being a

Dalit is fast disapPearing give n,ay
to iucreasingly vocal self-assertion
by the Dalits. Today the word Dalit
represents a rlew heightened level
of self-awareness and identity. The
upsLlrge of Dalit-consciousness has
.115q, lr11 r11gl1[,rbotrl .r r]reat chartge
irr their perceptions. The1, ;119

tending to accluire socio-political
aspiratiorrs and a sea-cl"range is
easily d iscernible Lretrveen the
aspirations of Dalits in moderrr
India and those of Dalits in
traditional Irrdia.

lJesides, [)irlits are becorling
IIt, tt'',r rr,I |-rrI \r'!r,I111'rI,(.:i.,,''] rLI,,t,,
,Jr'tlt.ttr,lirr,';r jr.tsl s11;r1q, rrrrt nnlv itr

ptllitical (llrLl c!()lr()lliic ptiwer., bi-rl.

,tls. itt llrc lriglr.r t'cli,,l,rns rrf tlr,'
jr:rli, i.l:',. l),ilil r,'ll ,i:;:,r'r'lir,rr i:r

likt'lv tr, ll(,.r ltrrrA \\'.rv irr

transforming the coutours of the
socio-political situatiorr in hrcliau
society. The boclk ttuder ret,iert, is

a study of tl're st-rcio-ect'tttt:rttric and
cultural corrtent of this trans-
formation and attempts to exauriue
its possible iurplications irt a larger
national perspective. In his
contribu tiorr "urttottcltabilitv trnd
stra tificatiorr in Irrclian civilizaticlu",
Shriran'ra arglles that in order to
urrderstand the fr,rll ramification t>f

turtouchabilitv, one l.ras trr study the
practice of urrtouchability as a part
of the social structure of the caste
systenl in lrrdia. After explaining
social stratification in traditiolral
lrrdia, the establishment of Aryan
suprenracv and the fourfold parno

l'rierarchy, he shows horv the
supremacy of Brahmins and Vedic
Brahmanical traditions was
challenged bv the other rrantas and
strbsecluerrtly Lry 13udclhist litera ture
and horv the Srnirifis especially
Mnnusmriti came to tl're assistarrce

of a beleaguered Brahmanical
tradition. The irlrpact of trnrna kuerv
no bonnds arrd it Lrel'nleated l'rot
orrl1, 111" traditiorral legal systenr but
it is also clearly evident in today's
legal syster.rr. The exantp'rle of
irrheritance al'nong Hindus r,r'hich
was governed b1r thg principles of
Smiritis till the enactnrent of Hirrdtr
5,r.'-1'1'.ssiplt .\i.t, lt)ifr. 1';1 11 lrr'r-itt,cl
here.

Shrirartra, ntt doubt, girres a

Lreautiful historical accotrut of the

practice of untcluchability, however,
he failed to see the cltallenge posed
to moclern Brahnranisll. As a result
of edr"rcittiott ntttl reser"'irtiolt,
intt'llt't:ttrirl fort:t'l; hitt,c trt)tttt
, rir\:illin,5 .llrlr :'1, i).rl,i,' rr ]r., ]r.t',
l,rcir l..rvi,rri ',,r 

rirrrrt. t,,rltlr,,.,l i,,
deleat moclir"n Bra.httrattistlt itr
clif[er.errt iv.tlks ol lile, clespritt tlrt'
i,tlt,'r' s \lt,lllr',1('llillri rrtl \',ll'l(rll\

Strrrettr reS 1rf plrtrret'.

!,'t'e'ul,'rrt lt'i i.el ( )r'!r'tlur'- J),:c:r:rrtly'r 2()O(l

The discr-rssiorr orl
nntouchatrility arrd stratifica tiorr
leads r-rs to the gerresis of the term
Dalit. In fact, Dalit history has
evolvecl several concepts like lorver
castes, downtrodden, harijarrs,
sndras, depressed castes, scheduled
castes, untouchables and so on. Dr.
B. Il. Ambedkarr, lvho fought for the
cause of Dalits till his last breath,
clid rrot stick to a sirrgle term. lle
begarn to use depressed castes, then
Scheduled castes and gradually
srvitcherl over to Dalit.

Harrirrg highlighted hon, the
terrn Dalit is used in a narrort, and
a broader sense, John C. ts. Webster
says that there are two predor-rrinarrt
views as far as Dalits are concenred,
i.e. class analvsis and communal
analysis of Indian society. Refuting
these views, he concludes that caste

alone deternrirres rvho is ar Dalit, rrrlt
class or religion, social stigma and
a variety of disabilities that are
based on caste. There were and, to
a significant degree still are
charracteristics n,hich define D;rlit,
even if he nroves up in the social
class or charrges religion. There is

much sut.rstance in what Webster
says. The lrlass collversion of Dalits
to lslam iu Meenakshipuram (Tamil

Nadtr) irr 1981 did not rvipe ottt
Ilt,,ir t,trlr' sli,]trr.t l ltr,_\' tvlt" tivctt
trackse:rts arrd treatecl as f)alit
Muslinrs.

Mahesh Gavaskar clepicts the

historiograpliy as preserTted by
Jotiba I'hule arrd slrows horv
flrahn.rins ustrrl-red the Privileged
l.rtisition, leacling .ltitiba l'httle ttr

tirkt' uir ctrdr;els agirirlst
tr I r r' | | .., 1.

| .!'i r I't i

.i.lr,;.,,,,,i,..1 il,, ;'1,;li,,li lLil.; , 1.,;'

rreg,lectrng the Welfare'of tire
c[urv r r tro.l rl e n; ltrr rrr ii la ii n g pillicies
tir;rr \\r('t(.' tit'frlrrr'ltl,rl itt til.'
itrtt'rests ol tlrc Lt,ilirlg lllasscs.

.l!)



Nevertheless, the complete neglect

of tl're conquestorial intent of the
colonial rulers is a serious lacttna
in Phule's historiograPhY'

. As against Hindu revivalism
whicl'r seeks to identify the natiou
ancl rratioual culture with Flindus
ancl Hirrdu cttlture aud also against

the Gandhian approach to caste aud

\rarna, S. M. Michael examines the

alteruative visiot'r of Jotiba Phule,
Dr. Alnbedkar and Periyar. Thel'
staunchly advocated the idea of a

cultural revttlution alrd a total
transformation of Indian society.
They rejected outrigl'rt the upper
caste visioll of Irtdiatr society which
ran couuter to the principles of
liberty, equalitY, justice aud
fraternity and endeavoured to
construct a society based ol1 a non-
Aryan and low-caste persPective.

However, the Dalit vision of
Irrdian society is difficult to realize
as Dalits dtl uot see eve to eve on

the means to achieve this. Apart
from this, tl'rere are ilrtra-Dalit
corrflicts based orr divisions anlong
the Dalits along sr-rb-caste litres
rvhich "like the proverbial cratrs

keep clarving irt each other, pr.rlling

dowr"r those who tntlve up, so that
all of them reuraiu in their lowly
positiorr".

Gopal Guru's PaPer entitled,
"Th,' Il,rlit i\l,r1','111"ttt irr

lr4ainstretrur Socitllc>gy" ccl'lters
arouncf col'lcepts like relative
deprivatiorr, social r-rrobility and
referetrce grouPS rvl'rich are to tre
fclund iu the writings of liberal
scholars. He ct'rucedes that the
concepts of relative deprivatiorr arrd

social nrobilitl' 1111'" sotlte relet'atrtlt'
to the nc,,v eclttcated etlrprloyetl
L)rrlit trlal;:r tlrat is; tttlcrgitrg frt,tl
anl()ng the Malrars atrd Mirrtgs ilt
ttt'lt,ut. ir4.rlr;rt,rsirt.r','. f i'is 51'11s1' rrl

deprirration is reflected in tht'
feelirtr; ,tl lr.rIrt'r-l , ,:(\lrliJr111rt ;ttrrl
jellt,r.rsl, torvarel s tliost'rr'lttt at-t'

40

fortttnate in raising their material
statlrs and ultimately it n'ray lead to

the formatioll of a sub-group or a

social categorY.

I{eferritrg to the deceitful
elevatiou of Dalits at the laying of
bricks during the Raur Shilanyas at

Ayoclhya in the recellt past, Curu
illustrates how the Hindutva forces

without having a gerruirre desire to

remove the relative deprivation of
the Dalits, have taken the irritiative
in accommodating the Dalits in the

Swarna culture. There is nruch truth
in what Guru argues as tl're RSS, a

couple of years back, requested the

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

to survey Dalit hostels, interview
their leaders atrd incorporate Dalit
issues irr their slogans arrd writings.
This was obviously atternpted with
a vierv tcl ct.l-opting Dalit activism
rvitl'rout atry desire to tackle the real

issues of social iustice.

What is iurPrortatrt to llote
here is that unless the Dalit
intelligentsia tries to build a

transforurative cultural ntovemetrt
addressing the trt'ilr issues of
huntau digrritv trtrd stlcitrl iustice,
the Dalit nrasses llright be takerr

over ['ry these uou-reforurist, status-

quoist mode of social mobilitY
where they will be cooPted
essentially at a lower level irr the

resurgelrt Brahmauical clrder of our
soci,-r t\'.

l(. I'. Singh has drar't'll a

parallel betweetr the Dalit
l'llovemerlt in India and the Black

nl()venlel"lt in the US and proceeds
to examiue r.t'hat they have gained
through tlrese nrovetlrents. He says

tlrat rvith ir vie!t' to achieving self-
resp'rect, social dignity tlnd eclr-rit\',

tlre D.rliis ancl LJlirck tlrovelllellts
Iollotr't,'ti ilre ProLt'sI tt]t't,lt,u,y .rtttl
''ivil righl:' tr'.l ,"'!,';1 :,r't'I iirg !''
ieforur or ri:-interpret'religiolr or, as

a llts! rr's, )t'1, q()il1!i to tlte t'rtettt ol

lt'jt'r'tirlg Pilrt'rtt.ll r-t'ligitrlr. Tlrc

examples of Dr. Anrbeclkar's
rejecting Hinduism and embracing
tsuddhisnr in 1956 and likewise,
Elijah Mohammad's rejecting
Christiarrity and embracirrg lslam
are cited here.

Fk>r.t'ever, the questions that
can be raisecl are: Does cc-utversiort

r.nake a clifference to tl're social status
of Dalits who coutiuue to follow
their traditional occupatious? Does

it lead to any change in the soci;rl
conditions of the Dalits? lt is also a
nloot point whetl-rer eurbraciug
Islam by Black Americans or tnass

conversion of Dalits to lslatn as in
Meenakshipuram (Tamil Nadu) in
1981, has served their purpose of
social dignity and equality. Th.
study of "Caste and Social
Stratificatioll among Muslims in
Irrdia" by Imtiaz Al'rmed indicates
that there is social stratification
among the Muslims in Itrdia whic'
can to sonte extellt be conrpared tt.

the Hindu caste systenr. Even the

sense of equality enjoirred by lslaur

on all its adheretrts is souretitnes
seen as being flouted bY certiri
segl-nellts in the Musliur coururtttrity.
Il. Srirrivasarr in his paper in the
book "lteligiorr, State alrd l)olitics irt
lndia" lends stlPPort to this
argulnellt wl'rerr he says that caste

persists even after conversiotr ttl
Islanr, Iu the ltlosque, the ex-
scheduled castes have beelr seated

sepa ra tel r'

K. l'. Singh saYs that irr 
.19(r(1,

a netv ideolttgical phase began atrcl

protest nrovettretrts led try the Biack

panthers irr the US alrcl tlre Dalit
palrthers in lndia asstttlrecl militant
arrd revcllutictnary overtclnes. What
he fails to see here is tliat although
the leaders of [)alit patrtllers gave

all 'tpPilrtllrt itrrl'rressiolr oi tlieir
ireirtu. r,ttitt:ai, rrriirt.rrtL

l, '.',rltlli.,;:.rt it ', lll,'r' l.ltketl lll"
revoltt tionary. characteristici of
t'otrttlittttettt, a spirit of sacrifice,
ctc. likt: tlrL'l'rlat'k I'itlttht't's irl tlrc LJS

F'rcadorrL l'-it'sl. Oclriltttr-l)et:etnbct' 2000



\\'ho \verc rvilling to clie atrd kill, if
rlccessary. Besicies, the Dalit
panthers' militatrcy coultl rrot stalrd
Llp [6 the oprpressive uteasttres
adoptecl trv tht' atrthorities. Tlre n'ay
tlr c Da li t pa tr t h ers'nr il ita ncy
retreatecl antl its stirtrce shifted fr<lm

militarrcv to cotnplacetrcv atrd evetr

suprplication tlrrrirrg the litlergency
peritrrl su['rstirtrtitrtes this pttirtt.

l(. l'. Singh cotrclttdes that irr
the 'last trr'o clecades, the stattts of
the Blircks in the US has chatrgecl

ancl politicall_1' correct ten'rrs liktl
'Af rican-Anrericatrs' ()r 'Black
Arnericans' instead of Negroes are

usecl . While in lnclia variotts
structura l-futre^tiouaI chauges have
been effected and Dalits l-rave
achieved a good deal in their
struggle for sc.lcio-econonlic al'ld
political rights, thotrgh atrocities orr

thenr harre itrcreased. Nevertheless,
it is rlifiicr,rlt to agree with K. I'.
Singh wlren he suggests that the
larr's uet'd to be t-rrtrde stricter to
\vipe oLlt caste-based discriurirrati<tn
arrd the 1'rractice of untouchability.
There are obvious liurits to rvhat the
l.ru'ciru clo to rentot'e the prejudices
.rgainst Dalits.

S. Selvanr's paper attenrpts a

criticlr,re of ttvo clonritraut trends irr

the stuclv oi lndia ancl Ilirtduism set

iu r.notiotr b1' 1u4. N. Srirrivas artrd

Louis Dnnront and cleals vvith their
kt'r' concePts. While cortct'ding tlrat
ririLr,i r'.rl l)t()Lr'ss, rVhiill llas I't'e rl

cl esign"r ted tr1' Sr i tr vas .-ls

Sanskritisation, is atr itrtptrrtatrt
hegenronic L-lr()cess, Mr. Selvatn
say5 11't', Srinivas' trtrirlysis ll"lakes

this process appear as tlrottgh it
h.rkes plat-e or-rtside the realnr of
iclr'<llrlg1,, politics arrcl t:c,tttottt\, [rv
pr.ojectirrt iI as.tn in lrttiit, sell'-

Irl ofrt'ii j11,' l)l ( l( ('s5.

!,1| r,1, I !, :'\ lrllt!l': :l\,

pr()L-r'ss of l)aliiisation iu ltrdia Liy

rvlticlr Irtt'tttlrr'r's ol ltir]ltcl t-Jstr''s -
irrrlivirlLl,rllt lt ilr ,-'tr,111r'- - lri'1 1i111,.'

Blnrtgis, Clrtrrrtrs, lJlnrtttis, latnrs,
Bairutas and so on, thereby losirrg
their high caste narttes and
membership. Ileferring to the
n'ritirrgs of l)ralrhati Mukherjee, the

Jatakas, Ketkar, Chanshyam Shah

anc'l others, Shyam Lal ablv
dernonstrates hortf the higher caste

people belotrgirtg to different 7)nnuts

rigltt from Brahurius to l(shatriyas
and Vaisyas rvere degraded to the

position of ttutctttchables alld
thereby multiplied the nuurtrer of
Dalits. Among several factors like
foreigrr in',,asious, local conqr,rests,

ecorrOmic collstraints etc., it is
rrrtriulv ritual purit;, ancl polh-rtiotr
rvhich contributed to the
Dalitisation.

Traude Pillai-Vetschera's
paper is devoted to the discussiolr
of Mahar Wotrretr in the
Ahmednagar District of
lr4aharashtra. It is a tnicrtt level
study based on field work. She

pleads that the inrpact of Sanskritic
values on [)alit \v()l]terl is strtltrg;
that it has put their life-style upside
down, i.e. the traditional freedom
enjoyed [y Dalit l^,/()lllell is trrrder
constraint, the rv<tutalr has bectlme
sttbtlrrlirtirte tr) ntitll alrci utrcler his
contltrl, brirle prrice is reprlaced by
dowry, divorce trou, seettts ttl be

difficr.rlt for n ontetr, etc. Thtrs, Dalit
women have lrecottre victit'us of the

higlrer caste ;ratriarchical systenl.
Nonetheless, Dalits ltave retaitred
sonlr, (,1 tlrt'il' lt'itrliti()1titl lrritL-liL.s
strch irs selrciitrg their r.votlretr

outside theil hotne fttr t'ttatrttal
Iabour.

indicated that Dalit rvouren have
woken up to this fact.

The Nerv Economic Policy,
introduced irr July 1991, is touted
as a magic rvand tlrat rv<lulcl liberate
the lrrdian econonly fron'r the
shackles of inefficiencl, and poor
Lrerf()rlnarlce. Hotvetrer, B. L.
Murrgekar u'hile examining tl're

ir.rrpact of the NEI' from a broader
nracr() perspective, asserts that it is
likell' to tell u Lroll the socio-
ecorroruic irrterest of the tveaker
sectiolrs in general atrcl Dalits in
particular, as it relegates tl're n'eliare
state into the backgroturd, therebv
putting the reservatiolr policy inttr
cold storage. Hetrce, Mungekar
suggests that the Dalits arrd all the
disadvantaged arrd dispossessed
sections slrould coltle Llllder olle
unrbrella and resist t<rrttlr and nail
the move for the ertlsiott of the
rvelfare sta te.

Needless t() sav politics is
()11e of tlre ttrost it-r'rportaut
instrnments of the Dalit strtrggle for
their uprliftment. hr addititln to this,
toda1, Dalit 1'rolitics has Lreetr facitrg
nnirlrre challenges in tlaintiritritrg
theil internal colterence and the
cornlrtt lsiotrs ot r,r,icler nrobiliza tiorr

of the cl isacl vituta g,ed cotntrrtttrities.
Frrul this point of r"'ier.t,, although
this studl'maitrlv pertains ttr

socicllogical and arrthrclpttltlgical
lnalt'sis, s()lrre paIers on [)alit
i-' rli tir. s tli,tt lti lr.r'.,.' Itt'11,t'.1 ri',t.1 L't's

gain a bettcr persl-rr'ctive on IJalit
issues atrd n'ottlcl have rrtlded to the

valtre oi the book.

She says that since the Dalit l1grvever. tfte bgtlk ctllltaitrs
nr()venrelrt ltas pr11 I [)alit r'vtlttrel.r's a r,t,ealth oi iuftlrnrati0rr, and it will
issttes ttttrler the carPet, shtl bg extrtturgly gst:fgl ttr all llr3sc tv|tr
strggcsts tlr.it l)irlit \\r()ltlelt sitolt ltl rvislr t6 ir.ryt' ,r ,.1 t'cper
tal,:tr tlr,. irriti;rti,,,r. lo 1,r'l 111r {111'if iir(1,.i.t.ti,,,lirig,,1.i).r'lii i:..;u,.'r-:.

'r\' ii Lrr j ' l i ' l' :l 
tlij ll. r\ (,/\j\rl r! I'r('ltss'rt rlr lirt

i--,,, ,' 'l li, 1,,, ,,,,,i,.,r'' .'i il,. r\,.,..,.'.,,. .,, ,r r,.,!,,i. r . .,:.,r:,' trr.
Natrtrttitl l'ecler';ttton rll lJ,rlrt. w()lrtcll. lJaUasahetr ArirbcdkaI I\larallrrv.icl.r

in,,1ir,rgrrsI Ir)()i tt, lii,.'r',rtt, i).rli; Lr;;i't|siti.
\\,r|ll',tt lr,)il),tll lr 1"'. "1 ''l'j',r'rti"tr

I,'r','r'rlorrt fii rsl ()r'toln'r'-l )t*'rttlx'r 20Oo J1
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ISSUES IN MODERN INDIAN
HISTORY (FOR SUMIT SAR-
KAR), editcd by tsiswamoy Pati;
Itopular I'rakashan Private Ltd.,
35-C, Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya Marg, Tardeo, Murnbai
400034; 2000; pp.360; Rs.400.

Reviewed by
Professor S. V. Kogekar

This volunre cot'tsists of
twelve essilys rvritten try thirteen
rvriters (c,ne Lreirrg authored joirrtlv
by two of them) put together as a

tribute to l)rofesst-lr Sumit Sarkar.
Professor Sarkar taught ancl
inspirt'd n1a11v stuclents by his
lecttrres at Dt'lhi Urriversit\, otr
vttritrus aspects r'rf tttotlern Irrcliart
histor\'. lu 1'rarticular ht' taught thenr
to cluestiorr the rrarration atrd /or
conclusions as presented irt the
traditional u,ritings on history. lJe
r,r,as closely associated with the
lllr)\ r'llr('llt l()l \\'l itilrg ilrt' 11,','1r11"'.'

historv as ag;rirrst tht'elitist or
rulers' historl' of lndia. The essat's
presentt'tl here try ttr trreak lren'
grounel in the n'a1' thct' havc Lreett

lt'ritteu. Un[orttrnately, as ofterl
happerrs iu such /rsfsc/rrfls, each
css.l\/ i\ irr rrrr rvi.rV relirtecl ttt tltt'
otltt:i's irr tlrt rollt'rtit,ti. Tltt rrttli
('()nul()ll stllntl u'lrir'!r hirrrls tltt'trt
l,r1',,11,,,r i* 11,,.,,(.r',,,r,, ;t,,. 1)i, i' il,,'i'

.tttllt,rt's lr,'l,l llr,' srrl.i,', 1 ol llr,'i'

Lr iLrttte. i hc tirril.irrgs lltetulure
,rl'l',',rr' Ir,rr,,nr'rrl.,r'r" irr,'lirtr'.i. t,,r
()ir,- i,.r \','l .ii,,;.l irir il,i.- r.s,r li

n'oulci tre to get all the contribtttors
to rvrite on different facets of a

c()n1ln()11 theme. But that perhaps
nrakes tlre task of the editor all the
nrore arcluorrs consiclering the
current in Ierests arrcl 1'rrettccupa-
tions of the various authnrsl

Of the tvn'eh'e articles in the
volume, four are reprints of earlier
u'ritings publisheci elst:n'here. The
onlY reasorr for their incltrsiort
seenls to be the desire of their
authors to tre associated u'ith the
latrdable object of paving a tribtrte
to their Curu.

Modertr Indian historl'
co\/ers a rvide pan()ran1a of everrts,
prersonalities and periods in diffe-
rent regions of a vast sub-coutiuerrt.
The present collectiorr is an attentpt
to deal with a fetv of then'r indi-
catirrg the complexity and arduc)us
nature of the task. Five of the essays

are clirectly or indirectly related to
historical cievelopmeuts in Bengal,
rvhile tn'o nre ctrncr:rned rvith
N4aharashtra, one each rvith Orissa,
Itajasthan and Andhra Pradesh and

trvo n'ith all-lndia (luestions. A
renrarkable featui'e <rf the collectiolr
is tli.rt .l nrai()rit\, ol' tlte tr'riters trre

teacht'r's itt varitrtts ctrlleges ;rf fili-
atecl to Delhi University altd are
seriouslY engaged irr research alotrg
r,r'ith their teaching cluties. The
iuclusion of Irrofessor David Arrrold
of the School of C)rierrtal and
.\tt't.,ut \ttttlrr':. t llrvr'l-\rl\ ('l
l,rirttlor.r, irn-r()nll tltt' 'tttltors is both
a recogniti()rt ef t|e scftolerrl1, rytlrks
oI l)rofessor Sarkar ancl an illtrs-
trirtion of the rron-trirditiorral
r'vriting of historv. In his essay
entitled'Disease, llesistarrce and
lrrtlia's Hcological F'rontie'r, 177()-

I 
()-17'. lrt, slrotvs ltotv t Irt'

irr!er rr'l,tlir,ns l.t'ttvr't'n' \LJir';t"i
I .. ,l

' tl
1r r'r':tl.riir:ii; .l;,,..i,,.,.,,r;i.l,...;1.,;i,.;l
l.rLi()l b .ltee\l t() Lrc v tew ecl ttt a

lrclistii tilatilitr irr lr.ltt [1r gt.I lltl
r irl i r I p,.'rs pr', 1 11 1'.

l"t'ccrlr,trt l,'irsl ()clolt r-l)c<'attth't 20o0

The importirnt rctle of r,r'onrerr
in tlre shaping of history, long
suppressed in a nrale-ci<rminated
societl', is bnrught out in trvo essays
relatiug to Maharashtra. One dralvs
atteltti()n to the role r>f Bnizatrai, the
Regent of the dtlntairrs of Scinclia,
after the death of her husband
Daulat l{ao in fostering the anti-
British sentilrelrt culn.rinatirrg in the
heroic exploits of ltt57 in u,hich
;rrrother RoYal rvoman - The l{ani rrf
Jhansi - plal'ecl .rn illustrious part.
The seconcl throrvs fresh light orr
tlre status of sl;n'e girls in the ltjth
centrrry alrd brings otrt the
exceptionally irrfluentiaI role plavecl
[.ry orre of them rvho happerred t<'l

tre included irr the retinue of Shahu
Chhatrapati of Satara after his
release fronr the N4ughal court
r,vhere he n'as held captive by
Atrrarrgzeb follorving the clefeat ancl

death by torture of his father
Sambhaji Maharai.

The forces at rvork behirrd tlre
Bhil relrellicln of l filJ l in the State of
Mervar are explorecl in another
essay thr()\ving; fresh light on the
triarrgul;rr crrnflicts betn'eeu the
llhils, the rtrlers trf llajastlran and
the coltrrrial lr,rrn,er.'I'lre Stirtes'
peoples' struggles for denrocratic
rule and the anrbivalerrt role of the
Indiarr National Congress have beetr

highlighted iu yet arrother essav
dealing n'ith events in Orissa. The
lutt'.ll',r''J Ll,'ttrilt.tl j',tr itr -1','1,rr'1'.11' 

r

.llttl its L()llse(lll(jllL('5 l()l tllt'
c()nlnr()lr cltltivirtot s atrtl lartdless
n'orkers is the theure of irtrother
interesting essa\/.

This is nre're'ly arr ilh.rstrative
list of the cotrtetrts crf this volLtrlttr
r,r.lriclr (Jt,s(,r.\,{,s 11r lr1'rt,;rd h11 111

I lrosc irt lt't r'stt'rl irr tlr.' lle\v
,rlrl)t'r,.1( ir t,' lrrsl,,l-l(t!),t',l1rlr1' 1t,

l('l,lllrrl) l,' tltI lll()(lr'l'll l)t'tlotj-
t'tiOl l.SSOll 5. .\. hU( jl-K;\Ii, l'roicssor
of I'olitical Scicncc, rctired :rs Principal of
lrctqttssort ('olIcgr', I'itttt'.

4;l



... AND PINE FOR WHAT IS NOT
by Suneeta Deshpande, translated
f rom the Marathi by Gauri
Deshpande; Disha Books, an
irnprint of Orient Longman Ltd.,
Kamani Marg, Ballard Estate,
Mtrmbai 400038; L995; pp.249;
Rs.145.
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NOT

Reviewed by
Dr. Leela Salgaonkar

ln the passing away of Shri
l'. L. Deshpaude, Maharashtra has
not just lclst a great hLln'rorous
rvriter, but a nran endon'eci rvith a

is. iirurigiri-
''.'.'lr'' lilr'irr

tlf us. lt is no \.r'(rrrr-ler that stlure of
lris books like 'Aytoorroai' - a

travelogne and' Bnlntrlnclti Cltnzpl'
have mu irrto sixteen editions. Thtrt
is why, ltis cler-rrise r'r,as lanrented b1,

all sections of societv, rvhour he ltaci

errc-leared rvith his 1'ren ancl acting,
thotrgh all krren, that he'n'as ailing
ior sortte timt'and tlte etttl rr'.rs
irrevitable.

l-le rvirs vcrv fortttrtit te trr
hrrve Surreeta as his u'ife. She n,as
not just a r.r.if e, trut a ttr lerrted
coml]a11i1111, rvfio c.uld play a role
vr'ith him on the stage ()r orr the
screerl and could also be an able
partner in his poetry-reading. lt mari-

appear that both of thenr rvere nrac{e

iclr each other; but alas! 1'rerfection
is a dream of the nrind! I-ler book
rlf bitter-sweet nreurories was

lrglrpitr'irr .tlre filur rnrlustry.
\l'ilii,rrrr \\, rt tist, or lir's \r oitl:,

i. ,l,' I \., rrr1.:,1') '),rr\:\' l)l,ttlltr'Ll

|ir,,,,,J, trtt Iitr'.ql ()t lr,ln'r- I)r', t,ntlt't'

\\/arl1, to cotlfort, and cotlnraud,,.

Yes, 'cortrrtrand' - the last
rvttrc'l itr the cluotatiorr is her last
r.r,ord irr their nrarried life. She is
honest to the core and her self-
trnalvsis brings out the limitations
of both of thern. ller obsen'ation on
l).1-., 'his clrildish delrendence' trnd
rtry capable erren bossv nrother-
liness' is a key to understtrnd tlteir'
nrarried life. She'rvrites abotrt
herself: "l-le is trs close trt a perfecI
hr,rsband as a nlan can bc. I am sure,
it is I, who arrr tcl blame for lreine
so far awav frol'l'l the ideals of a

'n'ife'. The uncluenchable rebellirrn
irt nry blood is the real obstacle to
nty beconrirrg an ideal wife."

It is conrrnon experience thtrt
in a long married life, the

,\ rrrr,,l,,(,urrr1. rr r- il,,l i;-, lli.; lllllll:':'

llt [o wltrrle atncl coltrPl.rrtt. lhere is

/\ lrirttl.ttttcttt.tl tt,,,rlttt'-:, irr liirir". l'lri:
r. ".1'",r ,,1 lilr,t' \ lr,'t\,rtr,tlirt tr,rll, rl

20()0

published in'l 9c)0 under the title alrgtrlarities of htllllat1 llatllre
'Anlrc ManolmrTnri ...'rv|ich l)lealts manifest at tintes and most of the
'though it is fascirrating ...'The half- tittre, adiustltre'ttt is the onlv solution
line rvhich is droppecl ironr the title to the Problerll, but slrould tlre
is 'Gnutatc Lldnns' nreaning 'it is aditrstrrrent be rlrade by otre parttler
gloomy'. all the tirtte? Suneetabai git'es credit,

Suneetabai rvas a stuc-lettl
where it is due. "Fortunately, his
natrrre vr.arns vr'ith every breatlr to
cotnIp1r111i1;e - t() go r'rrith the
trntrorrbled flon' of liie".

Thereitrre, rvlrerretrer tlrer e

variet!'of gifts. Though nlLlsic was revrrltrtirrnall,, 11,111.y leit her horlt,
his first lrlve, he rvas erlual11, a'cl erlucation at a te'der age, t()
sttccessfttl Otr the st'rge.in his tlrre- ttrkt: part in the lreerlonr llr()\'cment
nrarr shotr.s. A drar-rrirtist of grt,irt a.d rr,.rs ir iirebra.cl *.rrker, r'5tr
capacity, au entitreltt htturorotrs ccluld hanc.lle lronrtrs. tseing a Frersoll \v.rs ally kinc] of disagreenrent, it
rt'riter, a celebratecl llltlsic director, of hiclr principrles, sh" nu.r.s iearless n,as lJhai, n,ho iracl ttl courpromise.
anatllefilnr-scriptrvriterandabo\/e to tur.69ry1 tletlifer9f a urilister It is not true that the Frerson, n,ho
all att act<rr pnr cxct'llencc - these ate - Shri Hrausalrelr Ilirev to rvork at u/ants to urake pearce, is necessarilV
tlte various fircets <lf his genius' M1lt,gat,rr. 1s slre 5arl seerr s6r1e rveak, but he can bt rviser of tlre

slt.i.l i' Iin.trr.'i.ti liirrr:..tr'ti,,rs .rrr..l ltvo. lit'.irlr.'s, lltr' l)L'lleitiotttsl irt
Arrother asPec-t to.b1 lrotec] po\\,Ljr pt'litics, rr.lrt'rr she hacl pr111in Strrreettrbtri nr.rclc IJlrai hunrble all

atrotrt his lttttrlottr, is tlrirt it is lrascd l,nre har,-] u,trrk aI the irrstitrrtion the tirrrc. Sht' hacl ealnt'c] that
on corrtraclicti()tls in huuratr llatlll'e, earlier. respect, r1ue t.6er Sard vr,ork. lrr n

.urrl ils an autltrrr he tvottLl nevcr l.rit rtratr_tl.r'irrrrtecl s.ciet_y like.rrrs, a
belorv the bclt' The characters in his slrc w,as nrrrre than a private gentlernan like ['.L. is a rea]
ttttrst Ptrpttlar prl;ry - 'Trrzc l\nlt.c secretarlr to llhai - l'. [.. l)eslrparrcie. "l)unrshtrttirnr" -'the best oi rnau'.

\()l.r',lrt'irrrt to iil.t'. ,\rlr.rr','.r, rr'itl, tit ll5.r.i.s 1rrrril.s irrrtl gr,tlrr.r)uS,lr ll)r. slrr, rvr.rrtr,: ,,ljrrt I .rrrr strre lr,,

,1,,,.,,... '.,1.-,1 ,,i ,. 1,l:1 ... ,-.: I t,, l,;,1 i t...



forgotten when she criticises him for
lack of manners, for instance. She
has firm opinions while Bhai's open-
hearted acceptance of others
opinions is considered by l-rer as his
'intellectual laziness'. His happy-go-
lucky attitude was a matter of
annoyance to her. She is an
intensively private person, while
Bhai always loved crowds around
him. Her strong likes and dislikes
about persons and things stand in
sharp contrast with Bhai's broad
outlook and friendliness. One
wonders, why Lord Brahma or for
that nlatter, Life should bring such
two persons together, who are so
different in their outlook.

"l realised that we were
attracted to each otherl, not because
of our similarities but because of our
differences; opposites attract".
Though this observation of the
author is true, there is one thing
common that binds them together.
Love of poetry. This was the silken
thread that brought them and kept
them together. "There were tensions
and troubles, but there was never
a real rift between us". The credit
for this may go to both of them. Bhai
deserves the lion's share.

As trifles make the sunr of
life, Suneetabai often exaggerates
some incidents that may have hurt
her though one can trrrderstand the
hunriliation shc has snffclc.l. \Vire n
a deal with a film producer was
struck at terr thousand rupees, the
persorl after going to Pune, finally
settled it for five thousarrd rupees.
But at times, she makes much of
trifles and one feels there is nothing
bttt a cot'tttrrtrnication gi,rp.'l anr
olrsesst,d lrv tlrt, idt'.r ,rf I)r'l'lt't'liorr
itr arn ilnPtrr,fecI rvorlcl', slrt. sarvs. Tlrt'
tttciclettI took lri.rtt'[t'rr rrrontlrs rr ltt:r
tlrt'ir nlrrrtagt'. .A.s :.!t'' .;r.1ff1'11., I f1,r111

'nlorninB sickness' and could
hardly eat an1'thinc, httr nrotht'r-itr-
latv gavC lrt'r' it rt:.1 l)(rntrrg,l(tll.ttt'.
She, n,ith her meticulous n'a1',

picked the seeds, while others were
having their dinner. Afterwards, she
offered the seeds to them, expecting
them to exhort her to eat them first.
This I think is clearly a case of a

communication gap.

Another interesting point
Suneetabai has emphasised is a

'hidden Rama in all husbands".
There was a beautiful friendship
between the writer and Bhaiya - Mir
Asgar Ali, when she was an
underground worker, during the
freedom movement. She inkoduced
Bhai to Bhaiya - Mr. Mir Asgar Ali,
after her marriage. Both of them
liked each other. But Suneetabai
feels that Bhai always referred to
him as 'my friend' and never as
'Suneeta's friend'. She says, "l do
understand that behind these
subtefuges lies his desire to protect
me from nastiness but I am angered
by his cowardice". With due respect
to Suneetabai's faith in individual
freedon-r, one feels lvhat Bhai did
was an instinctive clr rather
traditional way of doing things.
Tl'rough she is ahead of her times,
Bhai had traditional vieu,s on these
matters and respected the norms of
social morality. Just as one cannot
understand a genius from a

distance, so also persons, who live
close to him also fail to appreciate
his greatness at times.

'I'herc nre Irvo divergcnI
vielvs on the book. Sor.ne thirrk that
it is a landmark or the last word in
wor.rren's autobiographical memo-
ries. They adn'rire the author for her
bold stand. But there are others,
n'ho ccursider it as an ego trip. This
is cltrite natural; bectruse rve t:rke our
personalit,l, rvith all otrr deelr
(ulturitl itnpressiotts,.allu'ti

srltttshutus tt'lrt:tr tle etrtrltr.rte,r
rlritr'r'. \.s llr rtr,'. I thirr!. it i. ..1:

eminently readable bocik. There are
tt ncier rltt'ulories like the one, u'lren
,r shorvt,i ol tlelicatc lreslr ltarijirt
florvers fell on the nervlv nrarriecl

Fraatlt.tttt. I,'i.t s/, Octrtl,u:r-Deccntlnr 2000

bride when Bhai shook the tree.
There are splendid pen-pictures of
the author's parents and the
grandmother. The book carries a lot
of funny incidents - how the
'rnuslim' caps finally became secular
caps. It also brings out how a
woman feels humiliated when the
l'rusband compromises with a
situation to please others.

Suneetabai is an extremely
sensitive soul. Once while playing
rummy, she won almost every game
and then talked loudly and
excitedly, only to be hushed by
someone. "That chastisement
pierced me to the heart". Thereafter
she never played the game again.
Though I admire her personality, I
fail to understand how such a

sensitive person imposes her wishes
on her husband. Two incidents
stand out when I feel she crossed the
limits of personal liberty. Just as I
do not like women rvho are like
doorn'rats, sin'rilarly a domineering
woman does not earn nry respect.
After the Emergency had ended,
Ms. Durga Bhagwat and Bhai rvere
invited to Delhi. She simply refused
the invitation saying that Bhai does
not belong to any party. Even rvhen
his name was announced in a rally
at Pune, and inspite of his rvish to
address the rneeting, her command
was final. Another incident that was
reported to nre took l.lace itt arr

Eng,ineering eollege, 1'urre. r\ lalgc
nunber of students were eager to
listerr to Bhai. It was alrnourlced that
nobody should carry a tape-
recorder, but boys are boys.
Suneetabai found out that ttne
student had a tape-recorder.
Withorrt consrrltinq fthai, she
anlrrrturr-'ed thirt P. l-. Deshparrde'
\A'nr1l,1 nrrl rjr,lrvr.r ltis le,-lttre tttttcit
t() llle (lrsltt,l)' ol llrt' sttttlettts itttti
'I. r ir cl. ll L., ,lt 'llt( rrrllr .)tt, r,rtt.1 1r( l.r(tr (r

henevolelrt clictator; hut a'dictator
c;rnrrot bg lr1'111.'1'111,.'nt all the tinre.

'l'he st1'le ol'the Ltotlk is

4:)



engaging. Suneetabai is supremely
confident about her opirrions. That
is why this unrestraiued rumble
tl'rrough memories bring out all
facets of her personality.

Ms. Gauri Deshpande
deserves to be congratulated for her
fine translatiorr. It is so perfect tl"rat

little is lost from the original. I wish
Suneetabai instead of pining for
rvhat is uot, rejoices that she could
play a very significant role in the life
of a towering genius of
Maharashtra.

Anyway, we are grateful to
Suneetabai for her frank narration
of some menories that bring out her
aspiration for perfection. There is no
mention of all the donations
conferred on worthy people and
irrstitutions by the Deshpande
couple. This nlodesty of the author
is notewclrthy as well as her social
consciousness in the mott()
"muktatgana", - "save money by
living in a frugal llrallller and give
it to others without attachment".

DR. LEELA SALGAONKAR is retired
professor of English, Ismail Yusuf College,
Murnbai. She specialises in English and

Sanskrit Literature.

A Correction
ln my article on Sane Guruji (Sane

Guruji - A Saint Among Politicians,
Freedom Ftrst, No.446, July-September
2000) it has been stated that Sane Guruji
was elected to the hrghly honoured post
of the President of the Akhil Bharatiya
Marathi Sahitya Sammelan in Pune in
1 949.

Elsewhere in the article, it is stated
"he joined the Forward Bloc and became
the first President of that party's
Maharashtra branch".

Both these statements are
incorrect. He was not elected as the
President of the Marathi Sahitya
:.1nifrelarL, <rjid irc ttid r.i. aCceiJi rirc
DraoiAantohin ^{ +h- F^-.,^-r Dlr^ "
. JJI'lLlll;i'lp

' Thd errors.are deeply. rbgretted.

- V. C. Phadke

SANE GURUII'S SHYAM'S
MOTHER' SI{YAMACITI AAYEE
- A condensed English version by
V. Sivaramakrishnan, Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai 400007;
2000; pp.95; Rs.80.

Reviewed by
R. Srinivasan

Originally written in 1933,
Shrlamcli Aayee has remained a

farrourite for generations of
Maharashtrians, ref lecting the
flavour of traditional Hindu fam-
ily traditions, the deep loyalties that
make it an immemorial institntion
and tl're persistence and tenacitv of
certain values. Essentially a trook
for adolescents, it tends to be sen-
timental, but sentimentality is a

strong factor in family and commu-
nity relationships. The book went
through several reprints and edi-
tions; its gleat p()tentialities eap-
ttrred memorably in a filrl b\t the
famed Acharya Atre, delighted nerv
constitnerrts and capped it all by
r,r,,irrning the nen,ly institutecl
President's Gold Medal. tsoth the
book and the filn"r have remairred
inrportant icons irr Maharashtriarr
ci: Itu re.

Itt rttr",.ietrqP illi( ir,',r1..i. ll,,'

rtttitrIr'sst'rtI i,.,1 r 
"1,-11,srroirr,' 

In, I i:r. I lr,,

lnclia t;l the rcrral .rreas p{L,selrvcrl

|.,,r' ]r, rs tt,rli tY t la rrsl,r tctl t'r't't^.r ti r','lr
b., l(. S. Vrr-,l.at.rrarn.rtri iri Irrrg,ii:lr.

I,'rceclottt Itirst Oclob<:r-Dccctnbcr 2000

by Gorur Ilamasrvarni Iyerrgtrr in
Kannada and above all, by Sarat
Chandra in tsengali. Rural India has
always upheld the centrality of the
Mother as the Goddess and as clne
who symbolized fertility, life-giv-
ing sustenance, and celebrated in
numerous festivals. But the mother
as a living persotl anrl as one rvho
upheld the values of an urrchang-
ing Irrdia was to be tlre tl"reme that
found Sarat Chandra comnemorat-
ing in n'rany of his r,r'orks. In this
book, Sane Guruji honours not only
the rrremory of lris mother but of the
patient, long-suffering Indian wom.
arrhood. The different episodes in
the novel glorify the wisdom of the
patient matriarch, her concern for
values and her deep abiding faith
in the power of an Alntighty. Each
is a lesson irr the rnoulding of the
character of the young hero.

This book reveals the esserr-
tial Sane Gr-rruji, his genius irr
sinrple rrarration, recalling of village
life in its sin'rplicities, tl're deep
bonds of the close-knit families of
the poor, the customs, rituals, fes-
tivals that have an appeal all their
<lwn. It is the stclrv of gnrn'ing r-rp,

of the graduerl widerrirrg of one's ex-
perierrces and horizorrs arrd yet the
centrality of family loyalties beck-
oning the straying adolscent.

While in prison, Sane Curuji
had an envitrble gift ft-.r tellirrg sto-
rir's, listtrrring [() th()sJ ;tirrratt,cl b1,

others and recapittrlating thenr for
later generations. The small books
that he authored for cltilclren issued
<lut of these. In Shyanr's Mother, too,
he res<lrts to the same techniques of
rrarratirrg the events in Siryam's life,
in 42 after-clirrrrer stoL1, sessiotrs ttr

his hostel llirttrs. 'i'lrese lo,rsely strtrc-
lltrt.'tl rtirllatives folttt li;,' 111vl,g1.

Tit,'r',itl,rl ir,ts s,'r"t lpri ji ttl

the'42 stoiies anc{ presented these

irt srtrall i:lrirP[g1'5 irltcl ;i,i,iressecl ttl
itlr aclrrlt'si'r'trt atrtl ii":cc. l''hc
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abridged versiou retains the spirit
of the original and will help new
generations empathise rvith older
values. This needs to be done. For
these days, the world of advertise-
ment has taken over. The nremories
of the mother celebrated in the book
are far from the gifts that are
peddled on Mother's Day. It will
fon'n an ideal gift for the yourrg and
rvill keep evergreelr the corrtributiorr
of Sarre Guruji to a rlew lrrdia.

DR. R. SRINIVASAN is Professor
of Political Science (retired), and
associate editor of Freedonr First.

I WILL LIE DOWN IN I'EACE, bY
Usha Jesudasan; East West Books
(Madras). Pvt. Ltd., 1998; pp.'1,57;
Rs.150.

tlvrr Jurrrsrs

Reviewed by
Mrs. Neela D'Souza

L-islr.r lt'surl,rs,rn sh.trt's tvillt
rus nrcurories of the irnguish arrcl

pain of the lrrst ve.tr of lter
husbarrd's life, and the realization
that sr"rffering cor"rltl gilhsr []e "a
u,ilderness in n'hich we coulrl tle
Iost or a pathrvay to Cod ii rve r:ould
accept it . . . " A tl if l'ictrlt clroicc ir rrtl
tlli-' .ltt't,'lrl.ttl( t' \\'(ts tlt,I tt-ttl'ttt'r.it.tte
or sirrl.l"

'I lri. ,. tl',' .t,',.,,' ,'l ., .t1lll

Ktttl.rt je :,.lrrl.ts.rrt, l.r cslt otr t. ol
rrrt'd it:rl . til lt,ilt' .r nd loi,liin- l..,l.ir'.,r..J

Ir, .ili i ... ilirili ( (il r.(,t ,r: ,t ,-]t,, lIr .

P('l'll.l ps irr r\, irrt't'it'.r; irr I lrt'

r:reanwhile, appointed
epidemiologist in a leprosy research
institute in South India. It was uot
easy rvork but Kumar gave it his
best, learning all he could aborrt the
disease in his field trips to the
villages around Vellore. It was here
that he fourrd his calling - to reach
out, to touch arrd to heal those
suffering from leprosy. It was a

comrnitment to give of hinrself, and
his naturally cariug arrd generous
natrlre enabled him to do this
wholeheartedly. It was the making
of an uttusual young ma11, who
brought irrtelligence, conrpassion
and sensitivity to a denranding and
difficult yet deeply satisfying
vocation.

Usha begins her rrarrative on
a dav irr late October '96, rvhen
Kunrar lvas about to leave for Viet
Nanr and instead slippgd into a

hepatic col'na necessitating
hospitalization in the intensive care
unit at the Vellore llospital. ln tlrose
frigl'rterrirrg ernd lonely early
morning cold hours outside the ICU
not knorving vvhat the outcome
n,ttrrlcl bt', Usha turnc'd t() praver
irncl to her nrenrories, recalling her
trorr'ing 1'e.rrs irr Errgl;rrrcl, he'r
cotrrtsl.rip arncl nrirrriage rvhich
l'rrought her to the leprosy research
institute in Karigiri, near Velkrre.

A ireqtrelrt atrc'l readv blood
,1,'ll,'t .rll llrr','rrl',lr I,i. ., ".tlr ,r:. ,r

n.redicaI stuclent, Krrrriar hacl
contractt'cl hepatitis 13 pr1r1r.11.t1t

through a coutanrinated rreedle. Tlre
eightecnth tinre he gavc blood was
to be the last; the next time he tested

l.rositive for the hepatitis virus. I Ie
tlitl not attach nrrrch intLrortanct,'to
tlris irrttl .rssr-rrrrirrg it rvrrrrltl r-L'sr)l\'('

il:;r'll irr ljrrr.', fot'gol,rll .ilti'ttl il,:ti.i

\\-,lr'\ l,rr' I 1l lr rtlllllr lrrt'(rl,.rl I lll'r h

reveitlecl an er'rlargecl liver arrd
slrlt't'tt, PrrinIirr!, lo Jr'tivt' tlttotttt'
ir,'1t,111trs tvlri. lr rvL,ttiri irltirrt.rlt'l',
Ir'irtl ltt rtit'rltosrs rrl tlrt' iivt'r - irn

irreversible condition. Terminal.
Work had taken him to papua New
Guinea at the time, far away from
home and family. Brooding over his
terrible secret, his worlcl and
everything he held dear seemed to
be crumbling around him.

Usha was shattered when she
canle to kuow but found tl're courage
to tre the source of strength Kumar
rreeded. Together they resolved to
carry olt as norrnal as possible in the
tirne they had, Kumar to do
everything he l'rad always wanted
- rvork alrd research and travel to
the extent his health pemritted. Time
was against them but they would
live their life the way they wanted,
the way that made sense to them.

Reading the book \vas a

hun'rbling experience. Tl'rere is no
miracukrus healirrg here, r'ro curc or
disappearance of the disease', rro
healtlr regained but the painful -
unbearably painful at tinres -
experience of a second and third
conla, of Kumar being strapped
dclwn to the bed rvith restrairrers
arouncl the hands arrci feet, the
frustration ancl arrger at the trtrurlri't
of irrtrusions tli tubes .rnd needles
and borvel washes, the indignitv of
beirrg redrrced t() a state where he

could not help himself, l\,as not even
aware of what rvas happeuing tcl

lrinr.

Finally lte rvoulci ltave trtr

nrore oi this. Tht' anger, the ftrrv aurl
the rage - wht' rrre? - had srrbsided.
Ile n,as alrlost losL in the lvilclerttess
rvhen he stuurbled back otr the
pathrn'ay to Cod. The irrevitable hacl

ttr br: facc'rl. I)eirth is a subittct rl'e
avoici t.rlkinS aLrotrt lrtr t l..utrrar rvith
lrir;, l,','1. (-'lrli:ti.tri trir,i,t-jtlg:; f.lat,'.1

l,' i r..s/ ( ), : I t : 1,,, t.- I tr,t.,, r r t I n, t. !(.)( )r' ) !7



not want to be shifted back to the
hospital or forcibly revived. He
wanted to die at home he told her.
Nothing would make him budge
from his stand as the doctors
attending on him soon found out.

Meanwhile there were
practical things to attend to and plan
witl'r Usha : Where the family would
live, financial arrangements, what
to do about schooling for the
children, preparing tllem for the
death of their father ... You share
intimate, wrenchingly emotional
monents when he talks frankly with
his young sons, holding back
notl'ring. "Don't let my illness cut
you off from God ... The point about
my illness is not why it happened
but all that we learned from it. How
Cod provided for all of our needs,
gave us strength, brought me to this
point of healing and acceptance so

that I can die in peace".

" l Wiil Lie Down In Peace" is
a story of faith and trust in God,
even if there was no possibility of
physical healing for Kumar. Healing
came in the acceptance that death
would be a release from pain and
suffering. Kumar was filled with a

new inner strength and spirit,
talking about death and facing it
positively. Friends and colleagues
stopped by to sPend time with him,
there n'ere visits fron'r family,
nressagcs frrrnr thc nr;rn1' frierrds he

had made in other countries where
his work with tl're Leprosy Mission
had taken him. The thanksgiving
service and lunch for his staff that
he and Usha arranged - he did not
warrt, he said, a nrournful nlemorial
service with tears and sorrow after
his death - turned out to be truly a

celebration of life with Kurnar
latliatirrl3 good hurt.rour as hc joiicrl
and latrghetl rt'itir tire peopie ire ha,i
wbrked with and 'sorne of his old
beloved patients.

for the family, of "intense sharing",
drawing closer to each other as they .
discussed faith and the mysteries of
life and death. It was a time for
serious reflection and surrender of
whatever distuibed and rankled.
Usha writes, "... he wanted to n'take

his deatll a gift for us, a time when
we would remember not only the
sadness, but also the dignity, the
peace and the courage with which
lre faced his end". "Every night was
a time of rejoicing and thanking God
for one more day". Close friends
took turns to stay with them so that
there would always be help at hand
for Usha and the children. Kumar
died quietly on a February morning
in'97 surrounded by his loved ones.

The writing of "I Will Lie
Dc'rwn In Peace" could not have
been easy. In her epilogue, Usha
describes the darkness and despair
as grief and self-pity overwhelmed
her. Where was God when she

needed him most to comfort her in
her sorrow? Comfort came in the
support of friends and family, the
many expressions of love and
concern, help with the sorting out
of legal and financial matters, gifts
of poems Kumar had written for her
to be read after he had gone. And
in a call to confort others in their
times of trouble and grief.

In telling her husband's story,
Usha reaches out with a nlessage of
hope that faith and love can triumph
over the despair of death. A brave
book that is a testament to the
courage and integrity of Kumar
Jesudasan.

(The proceeds from the sale
of this book will go towards the
work Dr. Kumar Jesudasan
dedicated his life to: The caring of
those suffering from Leprosy).

MRS. NEELA D'SOUZA is a.......

Good Wins Over Evil

ln the past many decades
always Good has won over Evil.
Angels have won always
There is no chance for the Devil.
Sometimes, money seems to rule.
Though good may be the essence of
Power may seem to have importance
but always good has won over evil.

Kamal Thadani

History has always shown the dominance of virtue
When there is cruelty, inhumanity, and injustice
it is said that Evil takes birth
When good wins in this world
There is jubilation, joy and mirth
The Lord lncarnate Krishna
destroyed the cruel Kamsa
Good won over Evil.
Virtue won over power
ln the Mahabharata, Pandavas won over Kauravas
Duryodhana had power and money
Pi:trdavas lrdii vitlrti ,l;r,l jll:'ti,l.. r;; tltr::
\^,/hc;i thcrc is gooC, ';cu have nothin3 tn

There will be tro.sign.of the Devil:
Always, Good wins over Evil

Mr. Kamal Thadani, a regular contributor lo Freedom
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