


I

(lllllhrr#ffiff,

Frecdonr f irsi is a sigrratorl' to the follou'ing Statement circr-rlatecl by the Couveners of
the First World Forunr ou Deurocracy, Freedom House and the Stefan Batory Foundation.

We, uotr-goverunrental leaders arrd activists, rvriters and scholars, and participants in the
first World Forum ou Dernclcracy, con.rn.ritted to the principles of democracy, opell society, tolerance,
and the rule of law express our profound sorron, at the massive loss of life suffered by the Americal
people and by the more than eighty other countries rvhose citizens also perished in the terrorist
acts of September 11th.

We ioin in a call for iuteruatiorral solidarity among all people r,t'ho support democractic
values. We urge democratic governmerrts to honour the pledge they made at the rjrst meeting of
the Conrurunity of Democracies in Warsarv, Poland in June 2000 "to strengthen cooperation to
face the trausuational challenges to democracy, such as state-sponsored, cross-border and other
forms of terrorism".

We pledge to rvork within our o\r/n countries to urge our leaders to join in a broadly based
iuteruatioual coalition led by the lvorld's denrocracies rvhose aim rnust be to rid tl-re globe of
terrorism. We are couviuced that rrorv, as never before, the u'orld's democracies - goverrrrnerrts,
the private sector, trade uuious, and civil society - nrust be the lredrock of the effort to erlsure
security and peace in the world and to defeat terrorisrn.

We pledge our soliclarity u'ith all nations that have been ravaged by tlie scourge of terrorisnr.
Above all, we pledge to oppose the racial, ethnic, religious and political extremism that form the
ideological basis of terrorisnr.

At the same titne, rve reiect all trttempts at preserrting lslanr or Arabs as euemies of the
deurocratic worlcl. C)ur cotnurou euernies arc fanatics, totalitarians, and nihilists, those rvho kill
iuuocent people arrd despise the furrdanrental humalr rights.

h'r the end, a decisive and lasting victory against terrorism will orrly come when tl're tyrarrnies
that harbour terrorists and prourote political extremism and hatred are themselves replaced b1,
goverumeuts rooted irr the values of freedclur anci democracy. Gorrernments that operate in the
dark, that subject their citizens to repression, anci that furrctiorr outside the scrutiny of independent
media arrd of civil society are urrreliable allies and frequerrtly are, themselves, haveus for
irttelnltionul tcrrorists irnrl PoIitieirl erIr'r,rrrisls.

Tn'ice in the Iast cel)tllr\/, the clenrocratic n,orld r-ieieated nrassive totalitarian port,r. It rlid
so because it preserved the valtres of tolerance, ()peness ancl soliciarity. This historl, gives rrs
confidence that the struggle of the democratic n'orld agairrst terrorisnr r.r,ill, in the end, tritrrnph.
Arrd with it rt'ill coure the triumplr of c.lenrocracy, econclmic freedorn and human rights that have
for too long beer-r denied for far too many in the world.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

This issue ought to have been on Bollywood. We were almost ready
with the cover feature when the events of September 11 in New york
and Washington, stopped us, as it did everyone else, in our tracks. Freedom
Frrsf mourns with the rest of the civilized world the needless loss of lives
of innocent people killed by madmen in the name of religion.

WE DEDICATE THIS ISSUE TO ALL THOSE WHO WERE KILLED
INCLUDING THOSE BRAVE FIRE-FIGHTERS AND LAU/-
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WHO DIED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

This war against Terror must be carried to its logical conclusion
and the scum who kill in the name of religion or whatever the cause,
wiped out.

Our Next Cover Feature
Jayaprakash Narayan

The Keeper of lndia's Conscience

This is his birth centenary year and Freedont F/sf considers it
an honour to pay its homage to one of the finest men of the 20th
Century.

Last date for contributions: Thursday, December 20. You
can send in your contributions by email at freedom@vsnl.com,
floppy disk (Word 95), Fax: 022 2843416 or by ordinary post.
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"The deep moans round with
'Tis not too late to seek

Nobody clesigns truly great cities. They lust
spring up.

Anjana Ahuja, in a Lrook revierv,
'flu Staterrnnrr, October 15

There is no terrorist group in Pakistan ... they
are operating in Kashmir.

Pa kista n President Perv: 
;,fJ*1:;l ffi ]'B:ffi"J: l;

There is rro politically correct way to say what
I am about to, so I shall say it plainly: It is time for
Iudia's Muslims to distance themselves from the kind
of Islam the Taliban preaches.

Tavleen Singh, /ndin Todm1, October 75

Whatever they n'ray be, the Taliban are ltot
Chicago gangsters. They are fanatics, they are religious
bigots, they kill easily and sacrifice themselves in the
Process.

C. Il. Irani, 'I'lrt Stntesnntr, Octobcr 16.

Why should the Marxists object to astrology?
Marxism has failed. But isn't Marxism still taught in
universities?

Union HI{D Minister N4urli N4anohar Joshi,
ltdin'l'odny, Septc'mber 1 7.

Why do we pick such useless heroes? During
the Gulf War, Saddam Hussein. During the present
crisis, Osama bin Laden.

Ayaz Anrir, a Pakistani journalist,
Tltr'finres of lndin, Octobcr 29

many voices. Come, my friends
a newer world" - Tennyson

Are Anrericaus so credit-card hapl-r1' th;rt a
custonler rr,ho prays i. ftrll is a sclurce of cclrster^atiorr?

Charles I,eters,
The WnshingIotr Mouthly,July-r\ugust, 200I

Btrreaucrats tend to resist or evade assessntellts
of their performance. Sornetimes of course tlrey are
simply afraid of the truth.

Charles Pc.ters,
'f he Wnsl t ii rgto tt Mon thly, July-August, 200 I

The challenge that India has facecl since
Independence is to mairrtain its traditional regarcl for
diversity while finding more room for equality ar-rd
individual freedom. These are modern and not
traditional values.

Andre Beteille, Outlttok, August 20

Clobal Capitalism is a threat to htrman t.alues.
Dr. Fredric Vanclenberghe of the Univeristy of Lluntanist

Studies, FIolland, in thc' ,4lftei.s/, Ocobc,r 2001

... terrorism callnot be partitioned. Those who
use knives, guns and explosives tt'r kill civilians in
Kashmir or Egypt, or Algeria, are no different from
those who use aircraft to do so in the US.

I'rem SltankarJha, Orrl/r,rr/i, ()ctober I{)

Everyone has a high feveq blood pressure,
giddiness! ... No, it'isn't anthrar. lt is the
fear of anthrax.

COURTESY: The Times of lndia.
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COURTESY: I@iual Review, August 6, 2001.
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'Who' or'Whorn'
I am grorving kr like my readers. They arc- cluick to

poirrt out my mistakes!

Thc titlc of thc cover story ef the last isstte of Freedon't

f'irsl said

"We, thr' Voters...Do we really care who lve elect?"
I rras tolcl that it should havc'becn "We, the Voters... Do
,,r'c rcally care' lr'ltom rve elect?

I dccided to le't Dr. Louclla Lobo Prabhu, a litterateur
of no mean replrte, decide whether I had erred. She said I
had. This is what she wrote:

"Reference your letter, regarding the cover of the last
Freedom Firsf,therc. was a mistake in the title "Who" should
be replaced by "Whom". However popular usage, espe'cially
in the American style of writing, renders your rnistake so
small, as to be rltrit,' trn-noticeable."

Dr. Louella l-,'i,, i'r.rbhu was only sugar-coating the
decision. A mistakc is a r.r'ristake and I apologise to tlle readers
for inflicting this mistake on tltem!

P.O.T.O.

To infamous acronynls like PDA, MISA, COFEPOSA.,
TADA we can now add one more POTO - the Prevention
of Terrorism Ordinance. All of them have one thing in
common - the contraction of freedom.

Frecdom fir.s/ has all along registerecl its strons
opposition to such Acts and Ordinances becanse they are
misused irrespective of rvhich party or gror,rp oi p.rrttes is
in power. There are enough laws in our statute books that
have adecluate provisions to apprel'rend and punish u,rong-
doers, be they thieves or terrorists, provided the government
iu power has the will to implement these laws. Not
surprisingly the very parties now irr power opposed such
rrrrliuanccs lnd cn;rctnrcnts n'hcrr irr thc t'rPPosition. Trtrc
to i()nr thc Consrcss rrou' ont of powcr and thc architcct
of most of these acts is opposing POTO!

-to falX..of rzxany thin4s:
of s}oo5-and-Shiis- 

n 
,

a.Ld. salitivax-
of cabbaaog - -

a\a Li],'gs-"

'Lhc'Llmo

Be that as it
become POTA!

Arr organisation called INSAAF Interrratitrnal .rnd tl'rc'

I'eople's Union for Civil Liberties (Punjab) ie. PUCL, (l'uujab)
havc issued a joint statement condemning POT(f. Thc
vehernence of the language and the denunciatiorr of all and
sundry prevents us from welcoming the statement. The
language reminds us of the terminology used by cr:mmunist
fellow travelling organistions not so long ago.

nay, Freedorn Firsf hopes POTO doesn't

*

Prof. G. N. Sarma

We were sad to be informed of the passirre arr'ay ttf
Professor G. N. Sarma. Readers of Lreedotn.Flrs/ might har,e
read the many books he reviewed in this journal.

Our Associate Editor Dr. R. Srinivasan has this to say:
"Professor Sarma was for a number of years, professor oi
history and politics in the D.A.V.College, Sholapr-rr bt'forc
he joined the Marathwada University in the Departnre rrt ,ri
I'olitical Science from whert hc retirecl ars Ploiessor. I-le

trained gL'nerations of students who rcmcmber hirn witli
warmth and recall his unforgc-ttable lectures orr Br,rrkc.

Essentially a recluse and a scholar, he was far fronr
the bustle arrd din of acadernic politics, preferring thc str-rdy
ancl the company of a select few. His publications on
(,unclappa .rnd Sri r\urobinclo rvcrc hrghll, rcgitrcle.1."

We shall miss hirn.

The Prevention Detention Act has become a habit-forming drug to our
present Government. I am sure they can maintain lndia on an even keel without
this wretched Act. But they have become like a man in crutches who does not

dare to stand on his own legs at his command. So, like a cripple they hobble
along on this arbitrary measure contrary to the spirit of the law. This is Why I

oppose thrs Bill and my Party opposes thrs Blll.

Minoo Masani
ln the Lok Sabha dr-rring a debate in 1963 on a Bill

to extend the life of the Pi'evention Delention Act

,]

SVR

has cong.t ulg
rd.lrur ealaf
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How Dare You !

America's War Against Terrorism

This is the time for us, as rnuch as onr 'leaders', to pause and review past
attitudes, in two areas in particular - Pakistan and Kashmir.

We are entering very uncertain times. We Indiatrs
have allvays, particularly since Independc.nce, been
livirrg in various degrees of uncertaint,r' - lr'hat n'ith our
Five Year Plans; the annual visitations b1, our Union
Budgets - the perennial nightnrares of Indian business
and industry; terrorisnr whic\ has mainred or killed
thor-rsands of lives in Kashmir and showed its ugly face
in Mumbai in December 1993, ancl of corrrse the r,veather

on which depends prices and profits. So uncertainty has
alr,r'ays been us- So wl'rat's new?

What's new is that a new nrember joined or-rr club
on Se'ptember 11 - no less than the world's most
polverful nation (and the most dernocratic), the U.S. of
A. What's not nelv is our response to the tragic events
of September 11. The first thing our'leaders' could think
of rvas Pakistan. 'Good, serves them right', these 'leaders'
seem to say. 'Nolv how about branding Pakistan a

'rogtre' state or a 'terrorist' state, tl'rey suggested to the
US. And we offered full enthusiastic support. When the
U.S. of A paid no attention we were offended. Arrd our
leaders 'sulked' and developed a sense of gric.vance.

It is not surprising that the USA lvas indiffe'rent
to lndia. Because it is not in the USA's national interest
to do so. Pakistan's cooperation is crucial to America
in its 'war against terror' and in any case Pakistan has
been a tested ally of the United States over the cold war
years. So what if the Taliban is a Pakistani creation; so
r'vhat if terrtrrists havc- their training canlps in Pakistan.
Atter ali, the Stinger missiles are trlso of Anreric.rn urake
given by the self-same Americarrs to Taliban to fight
another enemy in another vvar, auother kir-rd of terrclr.

American response has alrvays been dictated by
r"rational self-interest. It is the bottomline that has
mattered to them. Their declarations about human rights
etc. have been so mrrch hot air. Tor-l bad about Tienenmen
Scltrare, br,rt Lrusiness nrttst go olt as usual.'l-his tinre thcy
have he'en targeted on their own turf atrd so tht'v are

s() alrgr\'.'llrrrv dnrc Yort'thct'saicl antl rJeclart'rJ A'tn'ar
ou tcrr(rr' as ii tcrrr,risrl l.egan on Septer.rrlrer 'l .l 

, 20()1

What anr I clriving at? Sinrplv this. Lct's ttot inv.'r1
the Anrericans r.r'ith a halo. They are as good or as lrad
as pc()plc grtrupcd toge ther itt a tratiort or tribe irrc.

Tl're1' 1s.a1 to protect tl'reir interests. Threats far
away frr-rm horne give them the pleasr-rre of pontificatinr
and acting; like neutral policemen. Septembc.r 1'l has
bror-rght home the tact that the Atlantic Ocearr no lonser
prote.cts them. They have been flf irrg high sectrre in the
belief that they rvill have missiles that r.vill stop enem,\,
missiles in their tracks. But they rvere durnbfoundcd
n'hen a passenger plane was nsed as a n'rissile by
religiours fundamentalists who were prepared to die.

Just as the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
end of the cold war bade goodbye to global confrontatiorr
and marked the beginning of global cooperation,
September 11 does indeed mark the end of one kind of
era and the beginning of another. An era o i
confrontation. Is this a confrontation with lslam anc'l the
rest of the world which is not Islamic? My answer lvor,rld
Lre yes and rrr.r. Yes, it is a confrontatiorr betr.r'eeu thc'

fundamentalist tbrces in Islam. It is not a confrontation
betlveen Islam per se (see the articles in this featr-rre by
Dr. Srinivasan and Prof. Iqbal Ansari) but between Islam
as represented try Osama Lrin Laclen, Mohammc'd Onrar,
the Taliban and a n'hole lot of terrorist outiits operatint
or,rt of Pakistan, and the rest of the. lvorlcl.

This is the time for us, as much as our 'leaders',
to pause and review past attitudes, ill two areas itr
particular - Pakistan and I(ashmir. The enmity between
the two nations has cost both of us dearly, in terrns of
tlre denial of the trasic rreeds of both orrr peoples. Bt'catrse

nitrclt net-'clccl rcst,urc.'s arc Lrcing clivertetl trr thc
securing of lve;rpons of destruction, arrd it rvotrlcl be

stupicl to deny that the bonc' of contention is l(ashr-rrir.
With the eradication of terrorist breeding grounds across

the border, it should be possible for India and Pakistan
to discuss the I(ashmir issue sensibly and in an
atmosphere of relative peace.

Thc r-lcvcloptucuts after Sr'ptemlrer 'l -l thercforc
represent a thrc'at and atr opportunitv for both India and
I'al.istar. Tht'v rrt,t'cl l,r s,:iz,'lht. ()PP()rtulritv r,r'ith Lroth

Ir;rniJs f,rr the'1-rq'111'1, atrtl Prtrsl'rglitv tif tlrc petlprltts irr both
eirrr coutttrics. i\,'lcanrvhilc lct's rt lcast bchave as.a

rla tu rc,-l enri,.'r.rct' sltou 1,.1.

Frccclont [,'irsl October-Decernber 200]

S. V. ltajtt



FIOw Dare YOU ! America's War Against Terror

"We Shall Not Sleep" - Terror in the U.S.A.
Minoo Adenwalla

If a united effort to unearth the agents of world terrorism is not made

now, much worse promises to follow.

The horrific events and their
aftermath of the last two r,r'eeks

bring to mitrd a few lines of a famed
Wclrld War I poenl - "lrr Flarrders
Fields." By changing just a couple
of rvclrds, tl're lines evoke, for ttte,

the current mood of the United
States. Slightlv changed, they read:

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset
glow,

Loved aud were loved, attd tror,r'

we lie

hr shattered streets.

A Country Arorrsed

I came to Northrt'esteru
University in Evanston, Illinois as

a yourlg student fifty years ago. I
have lived through the upheavals
and events of that entire period,
including the Kenuedy
assassination, the Vietnam War and
"[-)tsert Storr.n." Never, trtrt trevc'r,
have I seen the courrtry so aroused,
so trnited, so defiant, so deten'r'rined
NOT to break faith witl'r those wl'ro
died on 11 September and "lie in
shattered streets." The citizens of
80 nations besides the U.S. died in
the World Trade Cerrtre atrd
l)entagon. ()r,er 250 cartte frrtttt
I ncl ia.

Fire Iiglrters, policetuert atrtl

'l'his articlt
Scp tc 1trIr!-r

\\'rs \\'rittcn rvithin rl,rt s of tlr,.
I I trig{rll\,.

rescLre rt'orkers ctttrtiuue to work
night arrd day, beyorrd exhaustion
in the debris of Nerv York's
shattered streets around the
demolished World Trade Cerrtre
and the Pentagon irr D.C. Millions
have been donated to the relief
ef f ort. American f lags f lY

everyrvhere and the shops are sold
out. Prayer vigils irr Errglish,
Hebrew and Arabic have been held
all over tire cottutry. For the
n"lon'le11t, the ideological differerrces

betrt'een Democrats and
Republicans have disappeared.
Both, along v,'ith most of the
coLlntry, hat,e rallied behind
Presicient Br-tsh, lvhttse speech to
Congress arrd the uatiotr garre

definitiorr to rvhat lies ahead. Arr
editorial irr Tftc New York Tirnes

suggested that it "may be the urost
critical speech of his life." No
president in history has the
approval rating Bush has at the
nrt'rnrer.rt. The latest Calltrp poll p1115

it at 90 percetrtn.

Most nations around the
rvorld, irrcludirrg Rttssia and Chirra,

lrave offered to join in the "war"
upon terrorism. NATO activated
Article V of its charter, that states
that arr act oi ttn. og3i15t olr€
nrerntbcr, is an act agirirrst all. The

United N;rtiotts h:.ts pn55ed stl'()llg
resolutions itr sup;rttrt. Wlrat lies
alrearl is is a loug, hirrd, c()stl\/,
paiient strrrgele thal will lest tlre
character anrl fiber t,f tlte Atnericatr
pcopll: arrd its allits.

Free<lorrt I,'irst Octobcr-Decetnber 2001

Who are the Terrorists?

But who are the terrorists
against whon, tl-re U.S. l-ras declared
lvar, and has called upou the r.r,orlc1,

to unite? Many are puzzled. Dcr

they include the Tamil Tigers in Sri
Lanka, the Kurds in Turkey, the
Basques in Spain? They do not, for
tl're present motrtent. Presidelrt Bush

defined the erren1, as precisely as

possible. It consists of every
terrorist group "of global reach"
rvho attacks the U.S. and its allies.
It corrsists oi "every gor,'ertrttretrt
that supports them" unless that
support is immediately rvithdrarvrr.

The it.nrnediate tarrgets trre

the Taliban govertlrtlell t of
Afghanistan and its protdgi C)satna

bin Laden and his loose terrorist
organization al Qaeda, that iras

links to other such "orgar-rizations
in many couutries, including the
Egyptian lslamic Jihad and tl"re

Isla r.r.r ic l\4ovt'ttretr ts of Lizbel<i sta rr. "
-fo 

titose n'ittr detnatttl t'r'iJetlcc rrl
Osama bin Laden's arrd al Qaeda's
involvernetrt in the attack upon the

U.S., the Bush administration plans

to issue two reports within a few
days, a public report frour the State

Deprartment and a secret otte dratvu
rrp ht, U.S irrtellicertce agettcies
n'hich will also include evidelrce
frotrt foreign s()trrces. Flviclerlce
gathered agairrst bin Laclell tor his

ear'lier indictnreut irr tlre [1ln1lring
of the U.S.'s Africarr enrhassies
nrir;ht also be citecl . C)nlv the urost

trttstecl tratiotrs, it is reported, rt'ill



FIow Dare You ! America's war Against Terror

receive all the gathered information.

But the issuance of such
reports, whether public or private,
is of vital importance for tl're U.S.'s
Muslim allies like Egypt and
Pakistan. It will provide their
leaders with evidence to justify
their stands on behalf of the U.S.
It is vital tl'rat such informatior-r be
provided before the U.S. lautrches
ally ma jor strike ag,ainst
Afghanistan, which might create a

backlash, especially in countries like
Pakistan where support, among the
general population, for Afghanistan
is strong. It is ironic that in the past,
Pakistan's intelligence services are
reported to have given the Afghan
governmellt extensive aid.

Al Qaida's Record

A gror.rp of the President's
senior advisors, it is rumoured, led
by Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld
and l'ris deputy Paul D. Wolfowitz
wanted to spread the net wider and
name other states who supposedly
spol'lsor terrorism, especially Iraq.
But after also consulting with
Secretary of State Powell and his
national security advisor,
Condoleezza Rice, President Bush
decided that the initial assault
rt,ould be orr thclse perceivecl tcl be
directly responsible f or the
September 11 attack on the U.S. The
President claimed that all the
evidence gathered following the
attack "points to a collection of
loosely affiliated terrorist
organizations known as al Qaeda."

This, of course, is not the first
tinre Osar-na bin Laden and his
group have been suspected of
terrorist attacks. They have been
linked in 1993 to the World Trade
Centre bombing in New York, the
Lror-rrbing of a Philippine airlirrer in

6

7994, an assassination attenlpt on
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
during his visit to Ethiopia in 1995,
tl're attack that killed 19 U.S. soldiers
at a military housing complex irr
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia in 1996, the
destruction of U.S. en-rbassies irr
Kerrya and Tanzania, that killed 235
and injured around 5,500 people, in
1998, and, finally, the infamous
attack upon tl're U.S.S. Cole in Aden
lrarbour, that killed 1,7 U.S. sailors,
in 2000.

Osama bin Laden's Call

Osama bin Laden has been
indicted, in abstentia, in the U.S. for
the embassy bombings and the
attack uporr the U.S.S. Cole. He has
never hidden his or al Qaeda's
mission. It is to expei, by ani,
means, from Musliln areas of the
world, non-Muslirns, especially
Westerners and Muslim leaders
wl'ro have strayed from his
definition of Islam. He has called

October 11, One Month Later

It is exactly a month since Black Tuesday. Though the U.S. President
reacted quickly in words, he did not indulge in bucking-bronco-cowboy
follovr-up action. First came, the round of democratic coalition, with other
States of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. ln the early days, they
committed themselves to honouring Clause 5 of the Treaty that an attack
on one, would be regarded as an attack on all. Only Britain has entered
the physical skirmish, so far. Mr. Blair appears to enjoy Margaret Thatcher's
special relationship withUncle Sam.

Predictably, because its logistical support is vital. Pakistan has got
much more from the U.S. than lndia, which was among the first and earliest
to pledge its support to the U.S. Global War on Terrorism. While supporting
the U.S. global war on terrorism, Pakistan-backed terrorists opened a blood
bath within the Kashmir Legislature grounds. Though lndia has drawn
repeated notice to the omission, the terrorist groups, deprived of funding,
repeatedly leave out, those which have plagued lndia.

Even when President Bush's speech-makers write up some eloquent
rhetoric, the record shows that the U.S. has spawned the Frankenstein's
monster which now mocks it. ln the thick of the air-battles, which have
blasted Afghanistan's air-defences, Mullah Mohammed Omar, defiantly
said that more of the U.S. will feel the horror of rnore bombings, by kantikaze

iehadis. The Muslim world, while joining America partially, has also reiterated
that the war against terror should not include attack on other Muslim
countries.

General Musharaff's quandary is pathetic. Along with the U.S.,
Pakistan armed and trained the terrorist Taliban, which he is now forced
to disown. He has had to change his Cabinet, dropping the extremists
and keeping the moderates. The streets are a war theatre of jehadis
supporting the Taliban cause.

The picture on the streets is different. Whether General Musharaff
will keep his chair - or his head, remains an open qr,restion.

Meanwhile, a truly awesome air build up has flattened Afghanis targets,
but as on date (11'1--2001), Osama bin Laden and the Mullah, ar:e alive.

Dr. Louella Lobo Prabhu
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upon all true Muslims to kill
Americans, who more than any
other group symbolize godless and
corrupt rnaterialism. Without
admitting participation, he has
congratulated the perpetrators of
the World Trade Centre and
Pentagon attacks.

U.S. Response

In I'ris speech to Congress
President put tl're Taliban on notice:

"Deliver to U.S. authorities
all the leaders of al Qaeda who hide
in your land. Release all foreign
nationals..... Close immediately and
pemranently every terrorist training
camp in Afghanistan, and hand
over every terrorist, and every
person in their support structure,
to appropriate authorities. Give the
U.S. full access to terrorist training
canlps, so we can make sure they
are no longer operating."

Since the Taliban have
refused, they and al Qaeda will be
the U.S.'s first targets. As Bush said,
"The Taliban must act, and act
in'rmediately. They will hand over
the terrorists, or they will share in
their fate."

A massive build up of U.S.
iorces irr tire f riend ly areas
surrounding Afghanistan is already
in process. Aid will doubtless be
given to what is known as the
Northern Alliance, an indigenous
Afghan force that holds around 10
percent of Northern Afghanistan
and continues to fight against the
Taliban. Their continued resistance
rvill be irrvaluable. But how else is
this tr';rr goirrg to bt: concltrcl.ec'l?
I'erhaps rvar is the wrong lvord,
unless one understands titat .this
rvill be a rvar unlike any other. Ftlr.
the U.S. there will be rro front lines,

America's War inst Terror

no massive encounters of troops
and arnrour, no battles on the sea

or in the sky. A good part of it nray
be conducted in secret au'ay from
public view and TV carneras. As
President Bush put it,

A War with a Difference

"Tl'ris war will rrot be like the
war against Iraq a decade ago, with
a decisive liberation of territory and
a swift conclusion. It will not look
like the air war above Kosovo two
years ago, where no ground troops
were used and not a single
American was lost in combat."
Most probably, it will be a war of
quick, surgical strikes by
commando forces like the Rangers,
by covert operations, by stealtl-r
attacks by B-1 bombers. A major
part of it will be a war of economic
attrition where tlie allied coalition
will use intelligence and the
exchange of information to go after
and destroy al Qaeda's sources of
economic and monetary support
and, rvhere pclssible, freeze its
assets. President Bush asked for
patience "in what will be a long
struggle." Will the U.S. and its allies
have tl'rat patience? This is one of
the great unknowns. Political
leadership has no greater task. For
if this opportrutitv is lost, if thr<tusll
fatigue and temporary frustration
the U.S. and its coalition give up,
a great opportunity to combat an
ever-growing world problem will
have been lost. So far the response
to incidents of terror have been
sporadic and even ineffectual, like
President's Clinton's response tcr

the bombing of the U.S. embassies
in,Afrit:o. A rrrr nrlrt:r of crui:-c
missiles n'ere lanirched agaritr.st "i

;rharmaceuticai f actol _y rn the
Sudan, rvhicli lrras sLlppused to a
terrorist factory, and against a base
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of Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan,
which he had evacuated. Nothing
nlore was done. There have been
intelligence victories in preventing
terrorist episodes, many of rvhich
the public hears nothing about. But
no terrorist attack has been on the
scale of devastation and loss of life
than the one on the World Trade
Centre and the Pentagon. Well over
6500 are dead arrd over 6000 have
been injured. This ought to be
warning enough to civilized
regimes in the world. Now is the
time to unite, to cooperate, to
exchange vital information and
where possible to act together.

Now or Never

Even in the U.S. tl're various
government agencies - like the
C.l.A., tl're F.B.l., the I.N.S - that did
l'rave vital information did not
coordinate their efforts successfully.
This is why President Bush
appointed Governor Ton'r Ridge of
Pennsylvania to a newly created
cabinet level office called Homelarrd
Security. His first task will be to
coordinate tl're rlore than 40
agencies that have the duty of
preventing with terrorist attacks. If
a united effort to unearth the agents
of world terrorism is not made
rtotr', nittch rvorse pritnrises tc'l

follow. Even now there are fears of
attacks using chemical and
biological weapons. Besides
Afghanistan tl-re governments who
sheltered or ellcouraged world
terrorism in the past - Iraq, the
Sudan, Libya and others - have
been put on notice. The r,r'orld can
uo krnger afford to turn a blind eye
to 1l-,.'t' tl.irrgs

ivlIt. MINOT) AI)tsN rl/Al-l-A is l'rofessor of
Governruent and the Mary Mortinrer
Professor of l-iberal Sturties t.,rrsrelttc
University.
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Global Terrorism : Causes and Correctives

Amit Dholakia

Terrorism is as old as the institution of the state itself which was
conceived in violence. More than any other period in history, violence and
terror have becorne integral components of the philosophy, structure and

practices of the modern state system.
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The grisly attacks orr the
Manhattarr Island and the Perrtagon
on Black Tuesday have rrnited the
world in grief and solidarity,
barring odd celebrations in parts of
Iraq and Palestine. The apocalyptic
events exceeded the terror
imagir-red in Hollywood movies like
Independence Day, The Siege, Die
Hard with a Vengeance, Black
Sunclav,etc. They were too dreadful
to L'relieve and generated mixed
emotion's of anguish, anger,
numbness, disbelief, shock, racial
Lracklash, re\relrge, jin6;oism and fear
of the fr.rture anlong Americans.
Their leaders reacted like lr'rtr-urded
tigers.

US No Longer hnmtrne

September 11 dealt the
biggest blow since the assault on
ltcarl I larbour in Decenrber 19-11 trr

the prxver, prestige and status of
the US as tl.re r-nightiest state orr
earth. It has rrever been attacked cln

its or,vn soil in the last sixty years,
and never like this in its entire
history. The collapse of the WTC
torvers arrd a part of the Pentagon
arvakerrerl Anrericatrs to the reality
tl'rat they too live in this violent and
tvlt.tchecl lvorld. atrcl that rvhat thev
tlto1l g11 t lrirplrelrs to otlrer'.s
tlservherc.- in Kosor,(1, Kishnrir or
I'rlcstirre - cotrlcl ha1-rpt'rr right in tlrr.
heart of Anrerica, in spite of the
cor.rrttless rrukes and F-22s. Fror.rr

.9

1995 to 2000,77 American citizens
died in terrorist attacks n'hile 9713
Asians and 5762 Africans were
killed during the same period in
such violence. America's immunitv
to terror and war orr its homeland
has been lost, ;lerhaps forever.

Mythologizing bin Laden

By,hitting the ruost totvering
symbol of global cap'ritalism and the
nrost sheltered edif ice of the
strongest military power, the
terrorists achieved urore tirarr r-rrere

loss of lives and buildings. Thev
underurined an alreadyr ',veak atrd
slowed-dclwrr Anrerican econol'l1y
causing cumulative monetary loss
runuing into billions of dollars. The
media and the Bush administration
have also mythologized Osama bin
l.adcn and nrade lriur sonre kinc] of
a cult figure an-long sections of
Muslinrs all over the rvorld by
projecting the problelll as an
urrequal rvar of the entire world
agairtst olle nlan.

. As President Ceorge W. tsush
expects, rve urerelv have to chc.rose

at this juncture if we stand for
r'rviliz;,rtirrrr or barl'rirrisrr in this first
11';1 1 1rf the tw.entt, first centnr_t,.
I Ion'cr'.ttr,. t.his proiessed struS;glc
betrveerr gooc'l arrc-l evil has
producccl l1r!rl-t)' ul'rallsnrerec1 ancl

exar.ninecl ques tions.
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Defining Terrorism

Def inirrg terrorism altcl
terrorists is easier said than dorre.
Such definitions alter from time to
time. The US itself has adopted
dissimilar criteria in dif feren t

situations to deterurine n'honr tr>

consider as terrorists. Osan-ra bin
Laden and tlte Taliban tvere laucled
as Mujaheedins and anti-
conrtttr.rnist freeclor-rr fichters rvhen
they were challerrging the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan in the
'80s. The sanre people are labeled
as terrorists toclay rvhen they have
sliifted their target to,{nrerica.
Hetrce, essentiallV virrlerrce
committed irr your favrlur or by
your friends is not terrorism,
whereas violence perpetrated by
yollr enemies or against vt.lu is
terrorism. Terrorism is als<-r

cotriltsecl \\'ith e()rrclarterl tet'nts iil.r'
furrdamentalisnr and extren'risn'r.
Terrorism should also be defined in
such a way that genuine uonrri<>lent
protest llrovelllents are not stiflecl
as terrorism-

The US Federal Brrreatt of
I1r'estigati6l (Flll) clefines terr()risll
ars "the r.rnlawful use oi I'orce or
violetrce aqitinst lt(rrs()lls ()r

prttpertv to irttinriclate ()r c()eree a

gottt'r.rrrnt,rrt, tlir' civilian
p1 r;r 11 l;1 [ 11111, ()r a l1)' se gll lL'lr t tht'reof,
in fr,rrtlitrance of political or social
ob jectives. "
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Internationdl affairs expert
lValter Laqueur interprets it as "the
sub-state application of violence or
tlrreatened violence intended to sorv
prrrnic irr a societlz, to rveaken or evell
overthrorr' the incun-rbents, and tcr

bring abor-rt political change. It
shades on occasiorr into guerrilla
lvarfare (although unlike guerrillas,
telrorists are unable or unrvilling to
take or hold territory) and even a

substitute for r,r'ar betrveen states."
Terrorisrn is highly political in
nature. Indeed, it is a form of
politics, a pursuit of politics
through other, maybe abr"rormal,
n'reans. It exploits and uses in
varicrns \^/ays the inbuilt fear in the
irnman nrind. It can take tl-re form
of a colrp d'etat, insurrection,
reckless killings and destruction of
property, genocidal ltlassacres,
suerilla rvarfare or hijackings.

Characterizing terrorism as
nse of force by non-state actors
excludes state-sporrsored as rvell as
state terrorisnr rvhich are sometinres
more lethal and vicllent tharr sutr-
st.rte terrorisr-n. Cttuld not the
following actions also be considered
as cases of terrorism - the
anrrihilation of Red Indians in
America and of tl-re so-called
abcrrigirles in Australia tr1, Enropean
settlers; the Culag Archipelagc>
rrarrated by Alexander Solz-
henitsyrr; the Israel-inspired
nlassacre of 1800 Palestinians in
Shatila and Sabra refugee camps iu
Lebarron in 1982; the American
navy's downing of an Iranial.r
civilian airliner killing r.nore than
200 people on board in 198ti; the
clt:t-rth of hr-rnclreds of thor,rsands of
ir'.r11i citizens, ir.rcltrding nbout five
lakh chilclren, in thc '90s clue to
Atlericarr satrctions; rleath oI
huudrecls <lf (lheclterrs irr Ilussiarr
btrnrLritrq, nrinirrg ;rnd artillcrl'

attacks against Chechnya; large etched in the most art,ful meurgries
rlllluber of civilian killirrgs in Serbia of the human race.
and Bosnia as a result of NATO
strikes etc.? The Terrorisrn of the Left

Notwithstanding the fact that
belief in peacefr"rl change has been
criticized by I(arl Marx as a

synlptoltl of utclpian and urr-
scientific socialism, some modern
Marxist writings have vairrly
atternpted to exonerate Marxism of
its violent content as manifested in
the Marxist n'rethods of revolrrtion
and advocac-y of arlllihilation of
class enemies. For cornrnunists, tlre
Llse of terror and violence sharpens
class-consciousness and ctrgani-
zation. I-errin, of course, did speak
of the futility of individual and
reckless terror, but in prrinciple l're
rvas not opposed to the destrr.rction
of the erleltly class arrd the
imperialist states. West indiatr
Marxist psychiatrist Frantz Fanou,
stating that extensive victlence is
clesirable ancl inevitable in any
process of social or political cltarnge,
glorifiecl violence as useful and
good for cleansing tl're mirrds of
revolutionaries even if it does not
produce any concrete political
change.

Commtrnists' Record

Little wotrder thetr that the
long spell of commurrist terror in
Europe and Asia nearly equaled
Nazism in brutality. The Russian
and Cl'rinese revolutiorrs were
completed through extermination of
countless people. Subsequently
Sti'rlin and Mero nrassacred
thotrsands, including rivals within
the cortrrtrtrrrist partf', for
c<tnsrrlidatirrtr rrf their p(r\\'er. Mao's
political ieleologue Lirr lliao talked
of tlt.: use of irregular violence arrd
terrorism ag;rinst the states of North
,Anterica arnc'l llurope to dei'ea t

Terrorisrn - A Brief History

Terrorism is as old as the
institutiorr of the state itself rvhich
was conceived il't violence. More
than any other period in history,
violence and terrclr have becone
integral components ctf the
philosophy, structrlre and practices
of the modern sta te systelt'I.
Irclnically, though modernity l'ras

furthered dentocra tic and
norrviolent nrethods of political
change and representation, it is also
distinguished for being the most
violerrt phase of huuran history.

Malry groups have practised
terrorism througli the centuries.
Militarily weak groups have
employed telror to achieve political
errds agairrst rnore powerful aclver-
saries. The arrarchists, rrationalists,
leftists, communists, revolution-
aries, Fascists, Nazis, communalists,
religious fundamentalists - all have
used terror to accomplish their
ideological and political objectives
in the past. We also find an echo
of lrin l.arlr.n's icleas iu the rvritings
of sonlc medieval Christiirtr
theologians. In the rrineteenth aud
early twentieth centuries, anarchist
thinkers like I'roudhon, Bakuniu
and I(ropotkin favoured violence,
including killing of civiliarrs.
Between 1894 and 1901, their
ftrl lort,ers a ssassina tecl the
l)residents of the US and France, .r

I)rit-lre Minister tri Sl.ain. an
Enrpress oi Atrstria atrd a Kitrs ()f
I taly.'l'lrt' Irish lieirtrblit-'au Anly let
loose a reien of tL'rr()r in [Jritain
bt:trveen l9i8 anrl '1921. The Nazi
arttl ['irst isI savu*er)' rt,rrr,rirrs

I,'recclotn First Octobet'Decetnher 2001
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tl'rem. The leftist terrorisru, in
particular of the Maoist the variety,
has been plaguing the Thircl World,
including India and Nepal in Soutl-r
Asia. Errresto'Che' Guevara
converted Maoist philosophy and
tactics into anti-Americarr aud anti-
capritalist guerrilla warfare in Latirr
Anrerica. Brazil, Argentitra,
Gnatemala, Nicaragua, Bolivia and
Colombia were swept by guerrilla
onslaughts under his inspiration.

Religion-based Terrorism

In colttemporary times,
apparently religion-based terrorisnr
seenls to have filled the ideological
arrd strategic vacuLrm created by the
retreat of leftist terrorisrn following
the disintegration of tl-re Soviet
Union. Most of the religion-based
major terrorist organizations - al
Qaeda, Lebanese Hezbollal'r, LTTE,
Hanras, various terrorist groups
active in Kashmir valley, Morct
Islamic Liberation Front in
Philippines, Basques Fatl'rerland of
Liberty if in Spain, IRA etc. - clainr
to advance the interests of Islanr
and Islamic people through their
activities. They are unlike earlier
terrorist outfits inasmuch as they
are not fighting for a specific and
negotiable goal like territory,
irtdepeuder.rce or release of
prisoners. They jr"rst want to destroy
America, the West and the whole
Judeo-Christian population and
culture.

Transnational Terrorism

Today's terrorism is
transnatioual and is less bound to,
or spollsored by, any one state. It
operartes tirrough ioosely affiliated
terrorist groups in several countries
which also target Several countries
at the same time. 'Ieclurology has
proved to be of enornlous

10

advantage to the terrorists. The
publicity generated by modern
rnerlia in the aftermath of terrorist
attacks helps focus attetrtion on their
problems. Future terrorist strikes
using biological, cher-nical and other
iveapolls of mass destruction are in
the reah'u of the possible. Productiou
of a fissionable rruclear device out
of the pilfered materials from unsafe

nuclear installations in the
provinces of the fornrer Soviet
Union is believed to tre c>n bin
Laden's agenda.

Why Terrorism?

What are the fundarnerrtal
causes of terrorisnr? The terrorists
do rrot descend from sky. The1, n115g

The Horror of lt All
After converting planes into weapons of destruction, flying will never

be the same again. Taking over a passenger jet and directing it to another
destination is now relatively easy. Some knowledge of martial arts, a few
months training as a pilot and a person can qualify as a hard-core heariless
terrorist.

Security measures at airports and aircrafts are going to change
substantially. The added costs are going to inflate travel costs. And despite
all the steps, determined criminal minds will still find ways to overcome
the safeguards. A slack surveillance system, a malfunctioning x-ray
machine, forged travel documents, a government sympathetic to the
murderous maniacs can cause the world lo once again view the horror
of human carnage.

We have seen planes heading into a sunset, flying over an ocean,
landing at tarmacs in exotic locales. Now we have to add to that the horror
of seeing jets flying headlong into buildings causing untold destruction
and death.

Can one ever go back to New York and see, without an involuntary
shudder, the empty space where the Twin Towers once stood? How can
one not remember the horror of it all, when one gazes once again at the
thrusting high rise, often superb, occasionally horrendous? lt's a city most
people seem lo know before they get there, thanks to the hold it has on
popular imagination, as the Big Apple.

When you see it in the flesh, its energizing buzz and movement,
colour and noise are overwhelming. Right in there among the city's lrish,
Italians, Chinese, Jews, lndians, Puerto Ricans and Blacks one gets a
feel of the gritty New Yorker and his or her ability to survive the worst.
The term "melting pot" takes on a new meaning here and the American
dream takes its most alluring form. lt wasn't a coincidence that its most
potent symbols were smashed on that Black Tuesday. For the traveler,
New York is the ultimate adventure because the city seems to renew itself
each day. And now it must renew itself once again. ln the words of prophet
lsaiah: "They will rebuild the ancient ruins ... they will renew the ruined
cities..."

Today the American dream has become a nightmare; the aviation
industry is in turmoil and has lost billions in the space of a few days.
For a long time to come, lhe spectre of terror will loom large each time
one boards a plane, and the usual peeves of travel such as long queues,
lost luggage, missed connections, immigration and customs formalities
Will pale into insignificance.
From an editorial in the yoyage, September 2001
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and operate very much from the
societies in which we live and
clerive sustenance from the human
psyche. The conditions, ideas and

cultures arouttd us Produce and
legitimize violence and terror.
Elements of terrorism - hatred of the

other, violence, racism, fauaticism,
bigotry, irratiorrality and xeno-
phobia - are Present in the
collective psychology of all
societies. We all bear a little
dormant terrorist iu our hearts.
Most of us deurand alt eye for atr

eye sonle day against someolle.

There are several reasotrs for
terrorism - political, ideological,
religious, social and psychological.
The role of state terroristu iu
begetting private terrorism is
ccrrrsiderable. Many times it is the
crisis of the state's authority and
legitimacy that breeds terror as a
societal response. Generally
terrorism is never induced by a

sirrgle factor. Several intercouuected
reasons might cause terrorism iu
different cases. Some terrorists
might Lre just hirecl criminais and
merceuaries, though their uumber
is never very large. Most terrorists
take tcl terrorism orrt of convictiotr,
of right or wrong kirrd. Terrorisrn
often thrives on povertv, under-
devt,IrrPnrt:rrt, strciirI irrjtrstice,
discrimination and alienation. The
asymn'retricaI inten'rationaI systeur
and the cultural and economic
ef fects of globalization prove a

catalyst in the process that breeds
terrorists. All terrorists are by
natllre anti-status quo aimirrg to
bring about radical transfomration
of society antl politics according to
tlreir irlct,loilie.rI icncts. Tlrey rttitrti-
pr,rl.rte tlie gt ievarrees o[ [reo[rle artcl

attribute tltem to rlrre iderrtifiable
encnry tr,hose elinrination rv0ulrl
briul; al.out trartstornration in tlteir

lives, or at least in their children's
lives.

US Responsibility

The US cannot wash its irand
off the liability of supporting and in
some way breeding terrorism. It is
much too deeply involved in world
affairs to feel safe or to be able to
avoid risks of violent backlash.
Overbearing power brirrgs in its
wake enorrnous enmity. Its support
to backward, fuudantentalist or
a uthorita rian regitues a trd
sheikdoms in the Middle East to
ensure free florv of oil; its
uncorrditional backing to Israeli
policies vis-A-vis Palestine and
heavy positioning of American
forces (between 20000 to 25000),
military equipment and arms in the

bases located close to holy Muslim
shrines engerrder negative reactious
among Arabs in particular and
Muslims in general. Osan-ra bin
Laden is also a Frankenstein created
by America itself.

The CIA alsc.r nrade use of all
sorts of characters in its anti-
communist missious during the
Cold War, including drug dealers,
death squads, ntafia, people whom
it calls terrorists today etc. In central
anrl South Anrerica - itr Honcluras,
Panama, El Salvador, Cuateurala -
its involvement in the toppling rtf
elected goverllnlen ts a Ird
assassination of leaders could easily
be dubbed as state terrorism.
Ironically, Septen'rber 11 marks the
arrrriversary of the assassination of
tlre tleurocratically elected rtrler
Salvador Allende in Chile and the
in.rugrrrltion oi tht: rcign t,f tt'rrirt'
uncler Ccneral I'inochct. The CIA
is believed to be involved in bcrth

lhese evcnts.'l-he Anrerican att"rck
()ll I'.trtatna t() arrest Certeral
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Noriega also resulted in tire killing
of htrndreds of civilians.

The prevalerrt notiorr c>f

national security has to bt:
reconceived irr the light of recent
events. What could ultimatell,
provide security to natiorrs in the
contelnporary w'orld is a nroot
question. If even the world's nrost
"secure" power cau be attacked
with such impunity and abandon,
what kind of security could smaller
nations hope for? The logic of
deterrence that rests oll the
rationality of actors also collaprses

in the face of suicide terrorisur.

Short Term Solutions

The havoc at New York and
Washirrgton D.C. would certainly
precipitate a major policy review iu
the US. Calls for refashioning the

priorities of foreign and securrity
policies have already been nrade.
Isolationist voices pleadirrg for
Arnericau rvithdrawal frclm global
conruritnrents and etrtatrgletrtetits
would become strotrger. Attrerica
might look inwards, slowing dorvu
its canrpaigtrs for huuratr rights,
democracy and uttclear n()11-

proliferation abroad. US foreigrr
policy and external interventiorrs
havt' erposetl orrlitrarV Atnt:ric.'ltts
to excessive risk. Their rtrlers
mistakenly thought that thel' nrg

covering this risk thrclugh
conventional arrd nuclear weaPOlls,

arrd intelligence network. The US

should now follorv a risk-
minimizing extertral policy.

Other knee-jerk reactiotrs are

rlsri trxl-rr'r'tcd. Spt.ratl ic ir ttacl'ls rrlt

tcrrorist rtrgatrizatiolts allLl states

supporlittg thetrt, tnore stritrg,etlt
i.'rnti-terlorisrn lanrs, llcczing, oI
lr.rtrk acttottltts t'i tt-rrorist

11
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organizations, stricter anti-
imn'rigration measLrres, tighter
airprort security and so on rvould
follovr'. These would be supple-
mented by higher budgetary
allocation for defence, intelligence
and counter-terrorism actirrities and
research ilrto the tecl'rniques and
possibilities of future terrorism.
Houtever, such measures cannot
certairrly root out terrorism, even
as they go sorne way in controllirrg
it. lRetaliatory violence and strikes
or Lrosters of "bin Laderr dead or
alive" r,vill not guarantee security
for Americans. It is universally
proven that terrorism cannot be
overcome by recourse to military or
aclministrative measures alone.

Most countries' methods ol
eradicatiug terrorism in fact
produce more terrorists. Israel has
been r.rsirrg brute force against
Palestiuiau ultras for the past four
decades rvitl'rout significant benefits.
India too witrressed terrorism in
Kashmir getting bloodier and bolder
in I(ashmir despite employing all its
military might after 1989. Missile
reprisals against bin Laden's
network following US embassy
bornbings in Kenya and Tanzania irr
1998 did not deter the strikes on
September 11. Applying political,
ideological and psychological
measures in conjunction with
military force could rein in the
nronster of terrorism nore

effectively.

Long Term Solutions

Short-tem'r nrilitary stra tegies
to figirt terrorism should not detract
attention from the long-terr.rr policl,
transformations that advance
denrocra tiza tiorr, disarma nren t,
human rights, sustainable and eco-
friendly development, greater
justice in tl"re intemational economic
systenl and fair distribution of
global resoLrrces. The US also needs
to recognize terrorism as a global
problen'r and adopt a multilateral
approach to alleviate the conditions
that create it. The UN could be the
forum where multila tera I

agreements and covenants could be

STOP BLAMING THE VICTIM

Those seeking the mote in the American eye should rather pay attention to the beam in their own.

The average American is probably no more noble
(or wicked) than the average New Zealander.

But their country is far richer, bigger, and more
powerful than New Zealand, and there are 72 times as
many of them. So when they act for good (or ill) a great
many more people are helped (or hurt).

They have done some terrible things and supported
some wicked men. But without their power and the sacrifice
of their soldiers, sailors and airmen the outcome of both
world wars would have been different. They also helped
to free Russia and Europe from communism, in whose
name far more people died than even Hitler ever dreamed
of killing.

Yet Americans are reviled by the Western intelligentsia
more than communism ever was. Notoriously during the
cold war, it was fashionable among Europeans to hold
American democracy in snobbish contempt and mouth
apologias for communist dictatorship even as they sheltered
from possible communist attack under the nuclear umbrella
provided for them by the U.S. And earlier this year, there
were reports of European leaders snubbing President Bush
because he refused to sign a document (tlte Kyoto Protocol)
norre of their own governments had ratified.

This kind of OisOain has been echoed in South Africa
in response to lhe mass murders of 11rh September.

President Mbeki issued a fo(hright condemnation, but some
of his colleagues chose to be equivocal: 'Yes we condemn
the attacks, but then again the U.S. should not have
withdrawn from the World Conference Against Racism in
Durban'.

Even more shameful were attempts by some
commentators to put part of the blame for the attacks on
the alleged evils of globalisation and the disparities across
the world between the rich and the poor. Pressure on the
U.S. (and other rich countries) for greater trade liberalization
needs to intensify, but critics of Anrerica also need to
consider that that country is rich because it is hard working,
enterprising, and democratic, while many other countries
are poor because their governments are brutal and corrupt
and more concerned with finding scapegoats than solutions
for their problems.

The U.S. has been called upon to do some soul-
searching as to why it is so reviled. No doubt it will do that
even as it buries its dead. But those who see the mass
murders in the U.S. as some sort of 'come-uppance' for
American would be well advised to do the same.

John Kane-Berman

Fast Facts, published by the South Afri.can lnstitute of Race
Relations.
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deliberated r,r1-ron and inrl'rlenrented.

Terrclrisnr cannot be
cr.rutrolled tttrless aII nations enclorse

the value of a nou-violent atrcl
peaceful r.t'orld and stop militaristic,
aggressive, unjust and exploitative
policies rvithin their territories and
al'nong themselves. Rather tharr
talking about clash of civilizations,
appropriate clin.rate of tolerarrce and
synthesis of tl-re good among all

Anierican political scientist
Samuel I{untingtorr had expressed
apprrehension way track in 1996 that
the post-Cold War 21st Centr.rrv
rvould be marked by corrflicts
l.etir'eeu Islanr aurl the \Vest, a

throrvtrack to the Crusacles t,.f the
Middle Ages. This projection rvas
a lso elescribecl in Western
scholarship as the Jihad oer.sus
McWorld scerrario, an evetrtualit)t
that n'otrlci test tlre resilience of the
lree tvrrrlcl aqainst thtt forct's ol'
funclirnrerrtrrIist irrstrrgency. StiIl, it
is rirthel clisturl'rirrg that all such
cloonrsda_v prophecies actually
cante true on 11 September 2001
tvith terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center, Nerv Yrtrk and the
Pentagotr, Washiugton DC. Strch
tuitrcllcss (/) acts rrf violence,
111r11'1'1','t', prr,r'okc ct'rtlt itr
'l!r\ i:,"r,\

.! .\rt' tirt' i..rsit' t(,lt('ts rri lsl,un
irrL',,rrrl'ra tilrlc ivith otltcr rr'r,rlrl
rr'liqiotts? \\r,' krrtrry tlr.r l il is tlrr'
I't'lir;iotrslt' assigrrt'tl d utv rrl

America's War

The WTC Tragedy and After

civilizations needs to be cultivated.

Last but not the least,
America only neecls to revive in
their true spirit the pristiue liberal
values that it origirrally espoused -

the rule cif reasorr, tolerance,
peaceful resolution of corrflicts,
freec{om, and respect for phrrality
and dirrersity everywhere. Arr
autl'roritarian and fanatical
imposition of its n'ay of life upon

Muslims to rvage n'ar against non-
Muslims in order to transform the
rvclrld into an acceptable and
exclusivist dar-ul-Islsm (World of
Islarrr) irom an unacceptable dur-ul-
/rrl l, (\Vollc'l trf Infirlels). lslanr rrs arr

trrg.inized rr,orlcl religion shoulcl
come to ternrs lvith the realities of
the nen' rtrillenniunr, ancl shoulcl
resocialize itself - so to say - to
peacefully coexist n'ith the

all peoples arrd the clesire to re'make
all societies on the Artrericar.r
patterll are sLlre to Lrack fire ancl
cause nlore violent tracklash. If this
is a clash of civilizirtiolls, as nrany
rvant ns to believe, it should t-re

foup;ht in a civilized marrner.

IVIR. AN{lT DIIOLAKIA is Serrior Locturer
in Political Science, I\1. S. University,
Baroda.

it n'ould appear that Islam's praxes
have been more rigid and violerrt
vis-i-vis Hinduisnr, for instatrce.

* Does violence l'reget violence?
It ol'rviotrslv does but the Uniterl
Sta tes a t the preserl t nr()nrelr t

should also appreciate the exact
rlature of cross-border terrorisrtr in
flasl'rpoirrts Iike Kashmir, India, arrc'l

cooperate both rvith other NATO
members as u'ell as victil)rs of

- Learning the Right Lessons

Praseniit Maiti

American policy-makers should realize that it is high time they begin
dismantling the country's strategy of cultural isolation and indifference.

emergent ethos
ol pitrralist nrrriti-
cr.r lttr ra I societit:s.
Tlr e ctr I ttrr.'r I

rvorld rr ieu' of
Islattr is l)rore
often than not
infornred by arr
authoritariarr
irrtolerauce - tltis
is rtrrt trr suggr'st,
It,,,r,'t,,, ilr,rl
r rl I rt't rr't,i l.l 

' 
.'l i-

gions are entirely
.i [ro i t' Lrt,.r ltl i rr

tlris rt'sp,'1'1. s11l 1,

I"r'ctt:clorrt I"ir-st Otlohet'-I)i:c,,trtltr r 2001 1;j
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insurgency iu the Third World (like
India) to combat militants who
happen to obtain theological,
military and financial support from
Islam's thoroughly discredited
thesis of the Jihad or Holy War.
Americans should now realize the
kinci of trallna that Indian Hindus
suffer daily in Janmu and Kashntir
- this forn'rer valley of the gods has
now been tragically reduced to a

valley of fear and death by Muslim
terrorists wl'ro have been trained
and equipped by rogue states like
Afghanistan, Pakistan and even
Libya. President Clinton did not
even condole for once the Mumbai
Stock Excl'range blast of 1993 that
was nasterminded by Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence while
Pakistan's army chief-turned-
president had even had the
insufferable audacity to describe
Muslin insurgents in Kasl'rnir as

freedom fighters on his recent visit
to Indial

.:. Are hnman rights and
clenrocracy Eurr>centric corrstructs?
They are certainly not but the
Urrited States should stop acting as

the moral guardian of a unipolar
world, and should effectively build
bridges urrderpinned by trust and
a conllrlon agenda of human
clevel()plrrent to reach across t()

potential regional partners ir-r the
Third World like India, a country
that has sustained its liberal
dernocracy - unlike Pakistan - since
Independence at 1947 despite
poverty, malnutrition and hunger.
But the US would now appear to
be more inclined towards Pakistan
kr destroy Osama birr Laden and his
Taliltarr (reh()rts in Afghanistarr
rvhen Pakistan itself is one of the
certified sponsors of terrorisrn in
South Asial This is nrost depkrratrle,
arttl orrly scrves to expose the short-

I4

sightedness of American foreign
policy. The Bush Admirristratiorr,
however, may be actually
commended for successfully
diverting the attention of the
archetypal WASP American and the
co-opted African-Americarr from
serious lapses in intemal security
to a cowboy-type vendetta against
a faceless enenly - this role is tailor-
made for the Texan US President
who has even invoked a Christian
God in this final war against Evil,
implying in the process tl'rat
America is again poised to play
God in the first rnaior military
engagenlent of the new millennium.

American policy-nrakers
should realize that it is high time
they begin disrnantling the coun-
try's strategy of cultural isolation
and indifference. It is a disqueiting
fact that an average urban student
of the Third World knows more
about the US than an average
American undergraduate knows
about other peoples and other
cultures. Dissemination of multi-
cultural kuowledge should be
facilitated both within and without
the Arnerican acadenria, industry
and social service sectors.
Familiarity can also breed under-
standing and help expand
1s1111{yig11rs of an entire preople. The
logic of g,ltrbirlizatit)n rn()re ()ltell
than rrot has worked in an discrimi-
nating n'rallrler, provoking even
Westen'r scholars to cone up with
insightful expressions like
McDonaldization, Coca-
Colorrization and The US is us!

N4rlreover, the US shor-rld
discorrtiur,te backirrg wrong horses
.rnd slroult-l realizt' that Lt:ss
Developed Countries irr the ThircJ

World ma;'be irnprxierislred but arc
Irrrt, ltotvt't'r'r, lrereft,rf ditrril)'
Likeminded liberal rleurircratic

Itreedortt First October-Decenr,ber 2001

countries like India should be
cultivated as reliable lor.rg-term
allies on a level playing field by a

series of confidence building
measures. The US should also
discontinue its interventior.rist
policies that have generated sucl.r
universal animosity and
condeurnation. Not for nothing has
the expression Ugly American
become well-known! Nobocly has
quite forgotten the acts committed
by US Marines in Vietnam or the
useless display of mind-boggling
violence in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. The Third World has not
yet come to tern'rs with the missile
attack on a children's hospital iu
Baghdad during the Gulf War, to
cite an example. Have the
Americans themselves forgotten the
faces of helpless women and
chidren at Kosovo only a couple of
years back? An-rericarrs should
realize that the lives of non-
An'rericans are also valuable in the
context of the entire humarr
civilization, and should also engage
in soul-searching to unclerstand the
rclots of this anti-US attitr.rde arorurd
the world.

The clash of civilizations has

only just about begun - it is now the
obligation of a rnore conscientious
,\nruric.rn people to lL'"1r11 fronr their
mistakes of the near and distarrt
past tcl salvage the futurre of their
free and sanitized and ollce-
in'rpregnable World. They should
talk less about Human Rights and
should work more to safeguard
I Iuman Rights as the self-appointed
policeman of the u'orlcl. Those whtr
do rrot learn from ltistory,
clerrrrrnstralrlv arrtl nrost lcqrettirblV,
are often conclenrrrecl to repeat it.

DI{. l'I{ASENJII MAI'fl, Lecturer in
I'olitical Sciencc, Btrrdrvan UIrivcrsitl, lVcsl
Bengal, India.



HOW Dare YOU ! America's War Against Terror

The USA's Double Standards

S. S. Bankeshwar

The only thing that the United States has learnt from history
is that it is incapable of learning any lesson from history!

All kinds of terrorism are
eqr-rally coudemuable, but Islamic
terrorism is global and a threat to
humarrity, and humat'r civilisation,
while other terrorisnts are localised
orres like LTTE terrorism, Irish
terrorisrn or ULFA terrorism, which
are not a threat to the rest of the
world. A clear distinction should be
hence rnade between Global Islamic
terrorism and localised terrorisms.

Is President Bush opposed to
terrorism per se, or only opposed to
terrorism agairrst the United States?
lf l)resident Bush is oprposed tcr

terrt'rrism per sc, is it rrot ridiculous
that he slrould seek the help oi
Pakistan, the father of Islamic
terrorism and the Talibarr
lnovenlent, and the sponsor of
Islamic terrorism in Kashmir, to
root ()ut global terrorism in the
rr'orld?

I'akistan - An Unreliable Ally

Is ltreside'nt Bush not aware
that the Islamic terrorism against the
United States on 11th Septen"rber has

resulted iu tlre krss of about 6,000
lives, rvl'rile Islanric terrorisrtr against
Kashnrir has restrlted in the loss of
rrr.'er ti0,000 lives in the last trvo
dec.rrltrs? Accrrrclirtg Io I'residt'rtt
[-ltrslr, tlre l()rr]rL.r is horrific, n,ltile
llre l,rltet is otrl\r i,rrr[trltr.rrialcl

Accorr-l irrg to l'resident Btrslr,
Isl.rnric terrorisnr .rgairrst the Unitctl
St.rtes crrlls for a globai ivrrr tr] a

rvorld-rvide coalitiorr, as it is a

crime against humanity, while the

Islamic terrorism against Kashmir
calls for only restraint arrd patience.
By implication, Presideut Bush
considers that the atrocities
committed in Kashrnr by Islanric
terrorists in the last two decades are
not crimes agaiust humanityl Are
not the Kashmiris huuran beings?

According to President Bush,
Anrerica can bonrb Iraq, Iran,
Vietnam, Korea and Yrrgoslavia
n'ith impunity, but India should not
cross the LOC (although Pakistalri
terrorists are crossiug the LOC
everv tlay for the last tltree decades
irncl indulging in terrorist activities
in Kashmir) and destroy terrorist
camps in Pakistani-occupied
Kashmir. Travesty of justice indeed!

According to President Bush,
tlte ;.g1 1tg11',tlo1'5 uI l.l.ttlri. tetrot iSttt

against the United States deserve
severe and exemplary punishment,
rvhile I']akistan, the perpetrator of
Islamic terrorism against Kashmir
in the last two decades, deserves a
massive financial bailout, lifting of
sanctions imposed on it earlier,
gr.rnt ()f ilvlF lo.rns, antl a '[rrtrutline
sta te' sta tus, f rlr Protecting a nd

1.flt1r,tittg 1|1r.. ir1lr,1r'sls,'f llr.'
Urfitqd St.rt,,,S! ls tlrir rrrrt l)tosl
litl icu'lt, trs ?

IVhcn Fricnds Turn I'Iostilc

l'he Urriteti St.rtes hacl earlicr

lircarlorrt Iir.t'sl (),:tobcr-l)ecentl,er 2()0 l

supported Iraq with ruassive
financial and military aid in its fight
against Iran, and Iraq later on
turned on the United States. The
United States, had supported the
Talibans in their fight against thc'

then USSR, arrd the Talibans have
now turned against the United
States. The United States have now
offered massive f inancial arrd
military aid to Pakistan for help
rendered by the latter to fight the
Taliban and Osama bin Ladeu's
network of terrorists in Af6;hanistan.
It will not be long before Pakistatr,

1-rossessing Islamic nuclear bombs,
turrrs against the Urriteci States. The

entire people of Pakistan, with a ferv
exceptions, are n()w very auti-
American. President Pervez
Musharaff himself will be throrvu
out of power sooner or later by the
l'rardline Islamic fundanrentalists
antl I'aki:;tani Taliban, rvho rvill then

lornt the rtext gtrvet tttttctit ilt
Pakistan. This governrrent will tirerl

declare 'iihad' agaiust the United
States. Irrdia will then becotne a

frontline state for the United States!

History will repeat itself, The

ortll' tlrirtg that the Unitetl States has

learltt frtlrlr history is tltat it is

incapalrle of lcarnirrg tt ttv lesstttl
lronr l'ristoryl

MR. S. S. BANKISHWAR is a freelance
writer and a urelttber of the Advisory lioarcl

<tl I'rcadont I'irsl.
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Why the Afghans Suffer the Taliban?
From an Afghani-American

Tamim Ansary

Sorne say, why don't the Afghans rise up and overthrow the Taliban?
The answer is, they're starved, exhausted, hurt, incapacitated, suffering.

I speak as one who hates the
Taliban and Osama bin Laden. There
is no doubt in my mind tl'rat these
people were responsible for the atrocity
in New York. I agree that something
must be done about those monsters. But
the Taliban and bin Laden are not
Afghanistan. They're not even the
government of Afghanistan. The
Taliban are a cult of ignorant psychotics
who took over Afghanistan in 1997.
Osama bin Laden is a political criminal
with a plan. Wllen you think Taliban,
think Nazis. When you think birr
Laden, think Hitler. And when you
think "the peoplt- of Afghanistan",
think "the Jervs in the concentration
canrps". It's not only that the Afgllan
people had nothing to do with this
atrocitv. They u'ere the first victims of
the perpetrators. Tl'rev u'onld exult if
someone rvould come in there, take otrt
the Taliban and clear out the rats rrcst
of international thugs holed up in their
country.

Some say, why don't the
Afghans rise up and overthrow tl're
TaIibarr? Thc arrsu't'r is. thev'rt'starved,
exhtrttsted, httrt, incapacitatecl,
suffering. A felv years ago, the United
Nations estinrated that there are 500,000

disabled orphans in Afghanistan - a

coturtry with no ccolron'ly, no food.
There are millions of widows. And the
Taliban has been burying these widows
alive in mass graves. The soil is litterecl
rvith land rnines, the farms welc all
destroyecl by the Soviets. These are a

fr,\r' of th(' r(tils()lls rvhv thc Afgharr
l-.col,rlc lravc not overthrou'n tht:
l,rlilr,r rr.

Wtl come n()h' t() the. rluestion
of bortttring A[gharristan back to tlrt'
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Stone Age. Trouble is, that's been done.
The Soviets took care of it already.

Make the Afghans suffer?
,/ They're alreacly suffering.

Le','el their houses?

'/ Done.

Turn their schools into piles of rubble?

'/ Done.

Eradicate their hospitals?

'/ Done.

Destroy their infrastructure? Cut them
off fronr medicine and health care?
,/ Too late. Somet-rne alre.rdv did all

that.

Nen'bornbs u'ould only stir the
rubble of earlier bombs. Would they at
least get the Taliban? Not likely. In
today's Afghanistan, onlv the Taliban
eat, only they have the means to move
around. They'cl slip au'ay and hide.
Maybe the bombs would get some of
those disabled orphans; they don't
move too fast, they don't even have
wheelchairs. But flying over Kabul and
dropping bombs wouldn't reallv be a

stlikt nqainst thc crinrinals n'lrrr rlirl this
horrific thing. Acttrally it n'ould orrly
be nraking cornmol'r cause u'ith the
Taliban - by raping once again the

;'reople they'r'e been raping all this time.

So what else is there? What can
be ckrne, tlrerr? Let n1e rlorA' speak lr'ith
trtre fe ar anc-l tlcnr[rling. Tht, onlv rr'at'
to gct bin l,aclen is to go in therc with
grotttrcl tro()ps. Whetr pq'1rpl1' spoitk tri
"having thc Lrellv to tlo tvltat rlccLls t()

bc clonc", thcV'r'r' thirrllirrg in te rrns rrf

havirrg tlrc' billv to kill as rnany as

net cled. l-laving the bellv t() ()\'r:rc()nrc

artv tttoral qualrns aborrt killing

Freeclorn [rirst OctobcrDecernber 2001

irtrtocent people. Let's pull or.rr heads
out of the sand. Tl-rat's actually on the
table is Americans dying. And not just
because some Americans would die
fighting their way through Afghanistan
to bin Laclen's hicleout. It's much bigger
than that folks. Because to get any
troops to Afghanistan, r.r'e'd l'rave to gcr

through Pakistan. Would they let trs?
Not likely. The conquest of Pakistan
rvotrld have to be first. Will other'
Muslinr nations just stand bv? Yorr see

where I'm going. We're flirting with a

lvorld rvar between Islam arrd the West.

And guess what: that's bin
l,aden's pr()graml'n1.. That's exactlv
lvhat l're rvarrts. That's why he did this.
Read his speeches and statenents. lt's
all rigl'rt there. He really believes Islanr
u'oulcl beat the u'est. It nright seem
ridiculorrs, btrt he figtrres if he can
polarizc the u,orld into lslam arrcl the
West, that's a billion people rvith
nothing left to krse, that's even better
from bin Laden's proirrt of vielv. Ile's
probably !\'rong, in the end the West
u'ould win, whatever that lvorrld mean,
but the war would last for years, and

:lilf:,,,t 
rvt,ulc1 rlic, rrot ir-rst thcirs, but

Who has the belly for that? bin
Laden does. Arryone else?

Frorn the Internet.

TAMIM ANSAI{Y is an Afghani-
Amcrican writcr.

(Former UN Secreary General the late)

Hammarskjold believed that had Christ
been alive today lte would llave beell
UN Secretary ()eneral

Oliver Cla,.rsen ciled in Snrarajya.

August 29, 1964.
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.WHERE THERE IS FEAR, THERE IS NO RELIGION"
- Mahatma Gandhi
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America's Anti-Terrorism 'Crusade' and the Media
L4 Questions

Eustace D'Souza

Iteaders will recall the major gaffe made by CNN r.r'herr itr its zeal tg supprrtrt the Alrerical Establis6ure.t,
telecast on CNN a clip of Palestitriau children rejclicirrg over what h'as pllrpc)rted to be their jov at the terr.rist
attacks ill the USA, otr llth september 2001. Later, it r,r,as proved corrclusivell'to the embarrassprelt of CNN
that these cliPs were 4 years old! Since that fateful da1', the Americarr me,lia has projected evelts i1 a m.st
Lriased r)lanner to tl-re extent of playing up the military rep;ime of Pakistau and eclually, playing dort,n India,s
role.

A large chunk of Asia has beeu blanked out and this media coverage talks about the threat to Westerp
Civilization led by the USA and faithfully followed by Britain and NATO. There has been hardly arly coverage
of the rest of Asia. why so? Because it suits the US Government's policy to do so. The people of lirdia, in an
opinion poll, have ir-rdicated that it has been blcltvu up beyond all proportiorrs becaqse American pride 6as
been punctured as tlever before. This writer is privy to what a group of concerned Anericals think rtf this
olrviously slanted rep'rortil-rg of the incident. Tl're1' have posed 14 questions to President Ceorge W. Bush pertai'ing
to Aurerica's Anti Terroristn Crusade, the term crusade being objected to strongly by the Islapric World beca,se
t'rf its coutlotatiotrs to the earlier Christian Crusade agairrst Islam. These 14 revealirrg questions are reprgdr.rced
irr tlre origirtal leaving it to the reader of Freedom Firsf to decide on their relevauce to the ou-gsipg sittrati.,l.
The first 13 questitllrs rvere raised by Severo Orrrsteirr and Martin A. Lee on Septerrrlrer 28, ancl tlre l4t6 try a.
Arrrerican houservife.

" Mainstrcant journnlists irt the
Llrtitcd Stotcs ot'lut lurtctiott mora Iilcc

n fourtlt ltrnrrclt 0f Gorcntntertt tlttrn tt

icistry fourth r'-si,tfu,. Ii auytling tlta

Itttttt'nts of ttutlin bitts tlutt clnrnctcrizc
sycoplnntic reporthry in pencetime are
antplified during utar or n notionnl

The 14 Questions

security crisis. Since tlrc tragic eoertts
of Septeruber 77, tlrc sePnrntiotr betwcctt
press nnd stnte ltns tlipirulled ncnrly to
unttisltittg ltoirrt. Il ioc lrnd 0n
i tti t pc ttl r:t t t {t,lr/ rtg\,r'('.ssii'e' 

f 
),'r,.ss ('r,l ps

our notionnl cortttersltiorr about the
terrorist nttacks thst demolished the

World Tradc Centre touters orrd
dantnued tltr: Pt'ntagotr l,ottld tte J'nr
rnore proltint and ittfornrntii'c. Listtd
beloir tlu'rt nrL' sonle oi tltc tlutstiorts
reptorters slrorrld be nskirtg l)rt'sitlattt
Buslt."

1. Rarter Human Rights for strpport for fighting
Tcrrorism?

I3efore the attacks in New York arrcl Warshington,

),our administration quietly tctlerated Saudi Arabian and
I)akistani nrilitary arrd financial aid for the Talilrarr
reginre, e",en thrrngh it harboured terrorist mastermitrd
Osanrir bin [,aelen. lJ,,t t,,,rt, ]/()u say fighting terftrrisur
tvill lrt, tht' rtrain ftrctrs rtf trur adnrirristrtrtiorr. Bt, rlakirrg
.',r,nrt('r. l('r-r.(rririnr l]ri, tr;F pr-ioriti. irr l,il.rtr.r..rl i-i,l.rli, ;, _,

.tt't'rr't 1'otr sigrrtrllilrg to alrusive gor,,crrrnrrlrt:; in Surlirn,
Ittclorresia, 'l-urkey, anel elst,rr..irere that theV rreed riot
tr'rrrr'-t' niri.lr .rlr,,r-Lt Ilrr-ir IrUrrr.Ur r i6lrts frur t0fllt(itiec (ts
l'nt .rs t l re-r' jr r i rr,'\ rr rclit:a's a tr ti- terr.orist crtrsarl e? \,Vil l

vou barter hnman riglrts vi<rlations, like corpor1fio115,
trarlrr ]ro]lution crr'cl itsl \,Vill r or-r conclorrc, l()r r\autplc
the [-rrr"rtalization oi Chechul,a in exchange for l{ussian
participration in the u,trr ar:aiust ternrrisnr? Or. rt'ill yotr
seucl a lnessage loucl and clear to America's allies that
they'nrust rrot use the fight against terrorism as a co\/er
for waeing repressive cartrpaigtrs that snrother
democratic aspiratiorrs in their or.r'n corrntries?

2. Strpport. Transparcncy International oll
invcstigati rrt Money [.arrndcrinq
'l-t'l't,rril,'.:; !iti,tit-e tltei:' i,p.'r,ttir,ii.i l),. 1;,iiit.l. t-ilt;

titeir'nroney tlrrough olfshtrre barrks ernd otirer hit
lll()llu-\' \)titl('tS. \'et \\)Lil .rtiritirristr'.rLiorr lias
tt tttit'r'ntinecl inte'r'rtatiorral ellorts tt, cr'.rci. tlorvn on L.i:.
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How Dare You !

iraveus. Last May, )rou rvithdrew support for a

conrprehensive initiative launched by Transparency
Irrten'rational in tax and banking practices. In the wake
of tl're September 11 massacre, rvill vou reassess this
decision and support the OECD prclpclsal, eveu if it
n'leans displeasing rvealtl'ry Americans and campaip;n
contributors rvho avoicl paying taxes by l-riding moltey
iu offshore accounts?

3. War on Drugs - Changing Strategy?

Four months ago U.S officials anltounced that
Washington was giving $43 million to the Talibarr for
its role in reducing the cultivation of opium poppies,
despite the Taliban's heinous human rights record and
its sheltering Islan-ric terrorists of many nationalities?
Doesn't this make the U.S Covernment guilty of
supporting a country that harbours terrorists? Do yor,r

think your obsession with the war on drugs has
distorted U S foreign policy in Soutl'rwest Asia and other
regions?

4. Regarding Safeguarding Nuclear materials in the
USA

According U.S., Russian and German intelligence
sources, Osama bin Laden's operatives have been trying
to acquire enriched uranium and other weapons-grade
radioactive materials for a nuclear bomb. There are
reports that in 1993 bin Laden's well-financed
organizatiou tried to buy enriched uranium fron'r poorly
rnaintained Russian facilities that lacked sufficient
controls. Why l'ras your administration proposed cutting
down funds for a programme to help safeguard rruclear
materials in the former Soviet Union?

5. On Sharing Infonnation

Orr September 23, you announced plarrs tcl r.uake

public a detailed analysis of tl're eviderrce gathered by
U.S intelligence and police agencies, which proves that
Osama bin Laden and his cohorts are guilty of the
terrorist attacks in New York and the Pentagon. But
the rrext day your administration backpedalled. As we
look thnrugh (the evidence), explairred Secretary of State
Cr',litr ltolvell, "we cau firrd areas that are unclassified
arrtl it w'ill.rllorv rrs [o sli;rre tlris irrftrrnrrrtiorr rvith the
pr-rbliclSut nrost of it is classifierl." I'lease explarin this
sudden flip-flop. How'can we believe' what you say
about fightirrg terrorisnr if your adnrinistration catr't
rriake its case publicly rvith sufficient evidence? llurv
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do you expect to win the support of govertrmerrts ancl
people rvho otherrvise r-night suspect Washirrgtrru,s
motives, particularlv some Muslint and Arab rrations?

6. Who is a T'errorist - Changing Definitions

Exactly who is a terrorist, and who is not? When
the CIA was dolirrg out an estimated 92 billion to
sr"rpport tlie Afghan mujahadeen in the 1980s, Osama
bin Laden and his colleagues were hailed as atrti-
communist freedom fighters. During the cold war, U
S national security strategists many of whom are riding
top-saddle once again in your administration, didn't
view bin Laden's fanatical religious beliefs as
diametrically opposed to western civilization. But now
bin Laden and his ilk are unabashed terrorists.
Definitions of what constitutes terror and terrorisnr seem
to change with tl-re tintes. Before he became vice
president Dick Cheney and the U.S State Department
denounced Nelson Marrdela, leader of the African
National Congress, as a terrorist. Today Mandela, Soutll
Africa's president emeritus, is considered a great arrd
dignified statesman. And what about Israeli prime
mirrister Ariel Sharon, r.r'ho bears significant
responsibility for the 1982 massacre of 1,800 innocents
at the Sabra and Shatila refugee canlps in Lebanon?
What role will Sharon play in your crusade against
international terrorism?

7. The CIA's Role

There's been a lot of talk lately about unsl"rackling
the CIA and lifting the alleged ban orr CIA
assassinations. Many U.S officials attribute the CIA's
inability to thwart terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington to rules that supposedly have prohibited
tlie CIA frtrur using gallgsters, death sqtratl leirclers, and
other urrsavoury characters as sources and assets. Why
dorr't you set the record straight Mr. President arrd
acknowledge that there were always gaping loopholes
in these rules, which allowed such activity to colltiltue
unabated? Its precisely this sort of dubious activity
enlisting unsavoury characters to advance U.S foreign
policy objectives - that set the stage for the tragic events
on September 11th. It's hardly a secret thtrt the CIA
trained and firranced Islamic extremists to topple the
5,,1,1si-[rackecl reliirrre irr Afglrarristan. Sonre of ilre
extrenrists sr-rpporteci by the CIA, nrost rrotably lrirr

' Laden, have since turned their psychotic wrath agalrrst

the United States. lnstead c'rf rewarding the CIA with
billions of additional dollars to fight terrorism, shotrlclrr't
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you hold accountable those shortsighted and perilously
naive U.S intelligence officials who rau the covert
operations in Afghanistan that got us into this mess?

8. Abetting Statc Terrorism in the Past

Jol"rn Negroponte, the uew U.S an-rbassador to the

United Nations, says that he intends to build an
international anti-terrorist coalition. During the n-rid-

1980s, Negroponte was involved in covering up
right-wing death squad activity and other human rigl'rts

abuses in Honduras when he served as an'rbassador to
that courrtry. Doesn't Negroponte's role in aiding and
abetting state terrorism iu Central America undermine
the moral authority of the United States as it embarks
on its crusade against international terrorisnr?

9. Preventing Nuclear Disaster

The attacks on the World Trade Centre and the

Pentagon brought home the frightening extent to which
U.S citizens arrd installations are vulnerable to terrorist
attacks. If the terrorists hit a uuclear Power plant, it
could result in an enormous public health disaster. In
the interest of protecting national security, u'hy have
you l'lot ordered the immediate phase out of 103 nuclear
plants that are operating in the Urrited States? Why
doesn't vour administratiou emphasize safe, renewable
energy resources such as solar and wind power, wl'rich
u'ould not irrvite terrorism?

10. Airlines tsailout with Tax-payers' Money!

After years of lobbying against rigorous safety
procedures, the heads of airline ir-rdustries will receive
multi billion-dollar taxpayer bailout for their ailing
ci'ntp.tnics. Civen \roLlr stlppr)r't ftrl tlie ail'line resctlc

package, do vou llow agree that letting the iree urarket
run its coLlrse rvorr't resolve all our ecouotttic and social

problems? (That's rvhat anti-globalizatiorr activists have

been saying all alorrg). And if airlirtes deserve a bail
out, how about a multi billion-dollar rescue package
for humarr needs like l-realth and education? Why aren't
rve bailirrp; out oLlr under-furrded public schools, our
itrsrrlvetrt hospitals, otrr uatioual railrttads, atlcl other
elenrents of our dilapiclatecl infrastructure?

11. About Kissingcr and l'inochct

September ll will be rer-uembered as a day of
irrlcru.r_v in the [.Jnite<l States bec;ruse of tlr,: tr-rrorist
.t ttat'ks irr Nerv York anrl Waslringtotr. Itt Chile,
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September l1th is also remembered as the day a U.S
backed coup toppled the democratically elected
governnlent of Salvador Allende in 7973, initiating a

reign of terror by General Pinochet. Given your
administration's avowed stance against terrorisnr, will
you cooperate with tl're various interuatioual legal cases

tl'rat are hon-ring in on ex-Secretary of State Henrv
Kissinger for colluding with Pinochet's ururderous
regime?

72. Do Two Wrongs Make One Right?

If the killing of inuocent people in New York and
Washington is indefensible, then why do U.S officials
defend Arnerican air strikes that kill iunoceut civilians
in Iraq, Sudan, Serbia, and Afghanistan? More than
50,000 Iraqi children under age 5 have died as a result
of the 1990 Gulf War, subsequent economic sanctiorrs,
and on-going U.S bombing raids against lraq. Will your

Publicity - Terrorism's Nourishment
It is not so much the physical effect of Osama

bin Laden's attack on the twin towers in New York

and the Pentagon in Washington, that has spelt ter-
rorism but the disruption of life and the fear and panic

that followed it, and is still doing so. Within a week,
capital goods shipment fell the lowest in two decades,
200,000 men were laid off, and the airlines and tourist

trade fell by 50%.

The recent reported attacks of anthrax, real or
hoax, made the Majority Leader, Tom Deschle close
down Capitol Hill for four days, and the Mayor closed

the whole of Baltimore town for a day. lt must now

be obvious that, the object of terrorism is not so much
to kill, but to instill fear and cause panic disrupting
normal life.

Thus terrorism thrives on publicity, and it is the
media which gives it that publicity. lf the U.S. gov-

ernment decides that for some time in future, the
media will not be allowed to report all such incidences,
but that the government will take all preventive and
proactive action quiet and unostentatiously, and gives
an impression of business as usual, it will automati-
cally stifle and turn off the nourishment of publicity
on which terrorism thrives. But then, this will go against
the First Amendment of Freedom of lnformation. lt
is better to accept this te..npor-ary loss of froo4i96p 6f
the press than to live in a perpettral state of fear arrd

panrc

Brig. N. B. Grant, AVSM (Retd ')'
Pune
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planned actions lead to a similar fate for the children
of Afghanistan?

13. Won't Bombing Lead to Create New Terrorists?

What will you accon'rplish if you bomb
Afghanistan? Would this not galvanize Islamic
fundamentalist movements that are already powerful
in Algeria, Egypt, Sudan, Pakistan, the oil rich Arab
rnonarchies, and the Balkans? Wouldn't a U.S led
onslaught against Afghanistan be the fastest way to
create a new generation of terrorists? Adept at
manipulating real grievances, terrorist networks breed
on poverty, despair, and social injustice.

14. What About the IRA?

Finally, an American housewife would like to add,
"Will you question the President as to the monetary
support Irish An'rericans give to the IRA? Will these
donors be investigated as part of your anti-terrorist

can'rpaign? Do you think that you can wipe out or evell
reduce this scourge Mr. President, without seriously
and systematically addressing the root cause of
terrorism?

To these, this writer would like to add the
following:

o Can Dubya define precisely what is the An-rericar-r
interpretation of terrorism? Only those actions that
hurt America?

o Why does the U.S persist in equating the world's
largest democracy, warts and all, with a military
dictatorship across our borders?

o Have any attempts been made to seek the
involvement of China which has a stake in West and
Soutl-r Asia?

MAJ.GEN. (RETD.) E. D'SOUZA is a regular contributor to Freedont
Firct.

Understanding Islam

R. Srinivasan

When Europe was sunk in its dogrnatic slumber of the Middle Ages, it
was the Islamic intellectuals who carefully preserved the learning and

philosophy of the ancient Western World.

Islamic civilization, an
extremely complex, vibrant culhrrally
rich entity has been understood in
static and pejorative terms and the
nrec-lia squarc.ly' havc to bc partly
blamed for it. It is charged (and not
rvrongly) that Western depictions of
Islam lrave been of burkha clad
women, bearded mullahs or camels in
deserts. An unchanging picture of the
Muslim has been a legacy to all of us,
coloured by memories of Arabian
Nights, of Sultans, verses from the
Onnr Khnyynra and eroticized pictures
strppo5pdl1r iilustrating thc rrerses 6i
thc famed astronomer and tr:nt-
ntakcr'l

It is not rn"idely kntlwn that
lslam is geoqraphicallv and

22

demographically diverse with
variations that are bewilderingly
complex. A culture and civilization
spread from the farthest corners of
Irrcloncsia to parts of China ;.rnd fronr
the three countries of South Asia
(including sections of Sri Lanka) to
the countries of Africa is generally
characterized in simple stark terms of
black and white, igrnoring the shades
in between. Also it is generally not
realized that its spread l'ras been
gradual, continuor,rs.

Wlrile it is believed that it was
a reiigion that sprcacl by thc sworcl,
jt is not suificicntllr [ne1"1 111'1

peaceful 'trade and commercial
influenccs have been nrore pervasive
ancl far morc infltrcntial as happened
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in Africa, Indonesia, Kerala. Islam in
Bangladesh has been due to nrass
scale voluntary conversion and those
lvho converted to the relicion lverc
froni thc depressed castes nrainlv ttr

escape the social inequities of
organized Hinduism.

Islam in Africa has had a

glorious record. The kingdoms of
Songhay and Mali were prosperoLrs
to a degree unknown elsewhere. The
city of Timbrrkttr (in today's Mali)
was an unbelievably important center
of fslamic lc'arning anr] ortce tt,as
large r and more prosperotrs than
Lonclon. l'coplc flockcd to it tor
studies from different parts of the
Islamic u'orld. Its libraries n't're
rvorld rcrror.r,rred. In Wcst Airica, the
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lslamic rcligious leadership rvas
entire-lv black in contrast to Eastenr
Africa lvherr' Arab leaclership
donrinatccl the sccne. lt is rn'orth orre's
rr'hilc kr remer.rrbcr that thc 28 nrillion
Mtrslims in Africa (South of the
Sahara) fornr one of the largest of
constitucnts of the Islamic wcrrld; the'
concentration of alnrost evervone is
onlv on West Asia and its Mr-rslim
poptrlation.

Even u'ithin the heartland of
lslar-n, there never \^/as one dominant
cr.tlture. There rvere three major
languages each summing up three
different civilisational experiences -
Arabic, Persian and Turkish. Each
interpene.tratcd into tl-re other and
brought in c.lements lacking in the
other tr,,'o. In its long history, the'
Ottoman Empire not only n'as
geographically very rvide spread but
had people of different nationalities
living rvithin and its fanrous lylll/ct
system ensured autonomy and
qualified self government to the
resiclent mitrorities.

What unites this varied
population are thc. fer.r' cardinal
principles of religiot'r, its e.xtrc.melv
simplified rituals and its egalitarian
philosophy. Othcnvisc r,r'hat divides
thc. diffe'rent sc.ctions of the
conrmunity of believers is more
salient. The notion that it is a semitic
rcligion, that it is p1'1111" Itr r.iolrrnt
outbursts, that it tenc'ls to inspire' its
uto;ritrn r.'ision are statemc'rrts that
have to be largelv modified. The
cliiferences Lrt'trveen thc Shia and thc
Sunni have persisted for centuries
and not likely to bc bridged over
inrmediately.

Its philost'rphic hcritage netds
[o bc rcr-trcnrberccl antl rcitcrartccl.
l'\'[rcrr [rtrrope \\/ds suuk in its
tlo.qrrrrtic sluntl.cr of tlrr' Midr-tlt,
Ages, it n'as thc lslamic intellecttrals
u'ho carcfttll_\/ |rrcsL,rycd thc lc;r1ri1g
arrcl philosoplll't,1 tlrr. ancicrrt
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Wcstenr World. Aristotle and Plato
rvere forgotten in thc We'st but n'ere
preservcd in Aralric and tl'reir
rvritings ponclered over, redefined for
con tempora r,t' ne'ccls and reconcilccl
with thc rarities of the religion. When
Thomas Aquinas, the greatest
philosopher of Roman Catholicism
rvrote his monumental Srrrrrrrra (still
thc basis for Catholic prhilosophy) hc'

totally ciepended upon Latin versions
of Aristotle made from the Arabic
vcrsions of the philosopher, for
Acluinas could read no Greek. The
nanlc-s of Al Farabi, Al Ghazali and
Ibrr Sina bclong as much to medieval
Enrope as to Islam.

It shoulcl be remembered that
once thc Islamic political lvorld
spread fron'r Spain to the Levant
including parts of Southern ltaly. The
Mediterranean r{'as alnrost an Islanric
lake. In the n'ell established Islamic
Spanish Kingclom, Jcrr's founcl
themsc'l'"'es tolerated and encouraged
to practise their trades and
professions and many of them
occupiecl positions of responsibility
artrl respcct. In fact, lvl'ren the Catholic
hegerlonv rr,as re-t'stablishcd, the

Jen's till then fre'e, lvere non'
prosecutcd and had to flee to morc
hospitable regions.

The educatcd Muslim cannot
c'asilv forget the hi{:h positions that
Islanr ortct- had irr "the civilizt'tl
lvorld", for utore than a thousand
years. Till about the end of the 18rr'

centnry, the Islamic countries were
not infcrior to those of the West and
thc loonring presence of the Ottoman
Enrpire rl,as a mattc'r of sclme anxiety
to the neighbotrring smaller Europearr
rratirrns. Thc ra1'rirl ciccline was to be
ironr the 19rr'centnry which w,as
c()l'tlnr()n to China, Inc'l ia ancl thc
n.rtions of thc South Flast Asia.

ljrom the't,irst World War, the
irrr;-rer ial p()rr crs Llse![ thc Muslinr
lcatlcrshil-r for thctr ()\\,n \\ritr dcsigns
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and advancemc.nt anci tl-re-v became
pawns for Wc'stern political lvell-
being and politics. With total cynical
disregard the trtrst of lvhole ptoplcs
n'as L'retraved and the carcer of l-. E.
Larvrcnce was devotecl to the
lurthering of this camor-rflagecl br' .rn
apparent love for the Arabs. The
continnous initiatiotr of the pe'opIe'as
a n'hole, the'proppirrg Lrp of
illegitin'rate rulers, the safeguarding
of their geopolitical interests l.rave all
been at the cost clf the pe.ople in the
region. For instance, during colonial
mid-summer, Afghanistan \'\:as seerl
in the context t'rf the safeguarcling of
British interests in the Indian
subcontincnt and three lvars rvere
fought there n'itl'r India paf ing for its
LrxPr-nses.

It is an allegation q'idely made
and accepted tirat Muslinrs cannot
forget the Koran and their religion.
It is true that Lroth these arc ccntral
to the Muslim people. It is said that
they ouglrt to grow out of both these.
But have rl,'e grown out of our
involvement in the Vedas? t'-rorn Ram
Mohun Ro), to Sri Aurclbincl() nrauv
of ns are still fascinateci by the Veclas.

In the Wcst, the beginning of the 16'r'

centrlry sarv an assault on the
principles of Catholicism and later on
Christianity. Yc't for three hundred
years the centrality of the Biblc still
con tinr,rcd .rrrcl i rrs Li ttr t i,rns i n c l ucl irr g

univcrsities u'erL. tr) bc c-lonrirratccl b_r'

the dominarrce of the llilrlc. Wc are
caught in the grip of cclntrovcrsies
around Vedic Mathc.matics and
battling with the issuc of introdr-rcing
astrology in Univc.rsity cotrrses. Can
we then r,r'ith any legitimacy talk to
the Muslims of the pcrils of Islamic
persistence rvith the Korarr. And lct
us not forget that nrodcrnizaticln in
lslarn is lrarelv lilty 1c;rrs olti.

l\llt. R. SITINIVASAN is retired I'rofess.or
of Political Scicncc and Associate Editor of
I:reedom Firsl.
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The Islamic Position

Iqbal A. Ansari

The Muslims worldwide, wherever they find themselves oPPressed, should
explore new techniques of militant but effective peaceful struggle of

passive resistance which was evolved by, among others, Gandhi.

It is not enough for Muslims
to assert that they condemn
terrorism, as Islan'r is a religion of
peace. It is comrnol knowledge that
it is not only historical - institutional
Islam which has waged wars, but
the doctrinal position that the
Quran takes on the issue is not of
absolute pacificism.

The issues related to war and
terrorism therefore need to be
addressed by Muslim scholars for
their olvn clarity and for otl'rers to
make a true assessment of the
Muslim position. The Quran
validates use of force for self-
defence when people are subjected
to extreme persecution to the extent
that they cannot freely practise their
religion and have been forced to flee

their homes. Force is also
legitimised for liberating a people
who have been oppressed and
tyrannised beyond endurance.

It is a travesty of the Quranic
position to say that it exhorts
Muslinrs to kill Kafirs per se. The
exhortation is directed to the
particular group of people who had
driven Muslims ottt of their homes
and who were bent on annihilating
Islam. For other non-Muslims who
did not persecute them the Quran
clirects Lrclievers to base thcir
relntions on princi;rles ttf fairtress
and equity.

ln both cases of lawful ttse oi.

force it is ordained by the Shariah
that force will be taken recourse to
when all other methods of redressal
of wrong have been exhausted. The
Shariah also requires that during
the conduct of hostilities non-
derogable human rights shall not be

violated and that protection will be

ensured to non-combatants and
civilian life and activities, especially
children, women, old and invalid
and wounded people.

It follows from this that
terrorism, which invariably makes
indiscriminate use of force causing
destruction of civilian life and
property, including won'len/
childrerr and old people, is a crinre
against humatritv tttrder Islam as

much as uuder humanitarian lalr'.

Taking recourse to the logic
as sone Muslim jehadi grouPs
including Osama bir"r Laden are
reported kr have cltttre that since thc

governn'rent of countrY A is a

tyrarrnical one therefore its citizens,
who are taxpayers and who are
potential combatants, can also be

targeted even while engaged in
civilian activities, is highly Perverse,
which brutalises the practioners of
such vicllence arrd dehnuratrises
their political/religious creed.

11 11,ould appear that this is

a ptrsition sitnilar to that .rdopted
b',; exlronents and Practitioners of
I Iirrclr,r Dharrtra frour atrcietrt tittres.
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It has been rightly noted by rnany
that the Quranic position on war is

similar to that of the Gita. Though
early Christianity did not entertain
any idea of war, but at a subsequent
stage the idea of a just war was
developed within the organised
Church, sanctifying crusades aud
martyrdom. In modern times this
realistic position of legitin'rate use

of force for a just war has been
endorsed by the r,r'orld commtrnity
under the UN Charter (1945) and
the humanitarian larvs of n'ar
codified ulrder the Fottr Cc'tteva
Crrnverrtious (l949).

There have beett altd arrj
pacifists who would rtot allon'ttse
of force for an\, callse, everr for self
defence or for a iust cause. TheY,

however, do not generally remaiu
consistent for any length of time.
Gandhiji, for example, preacl'red
non-violence as an absolute
religious cloctrine cir.rring liis
struggle against the British. He
nevertheless allowed Indian Armies
to march into Jamnru & Kashurir tcl

fight and repel the raiders there in

October 7947. lt is wiser and
morally more sound to allow use

of legitimate force to defend just

caLlses, otl-rerwise ntight will r'rlways

prevail over right, nraking l?.avana

t() l'ro:rper ntrd l?'irnril ttr rctrea t'

I'eace & justice, treectorlr arrcl

ecl.ralitl, are' all cherishet'l tlrt.'ral atrd

sprilitr-ral t'itlLtes. But irl real rl'tlrlcl
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conditions, olle is PerPetuallY
invcllrred in making a choice
between conflicting values. Those

who exalt 'peace' above all else

disregarding the equally vital value
of jr"rstice, are either naive or
hypocrites or are insensitive to
injustice becattse of their own or
tl'reir class/national privileged
positiou.

In the eyes of Islanl peace is
accorded a fairly high ranking in the

hierarchy of values; but so is justice,

which constitutes one of the refrains
of the human song of the Quran.
The Quran, and the life of the
Propl-ret as exemplifier of its
teachings, enjoin on every righteous
persorl the duty to oppose injustice,
and oppression to anyone
anywhere. In real life, however, the
option is not always binary betweeu
'justice' and 'peace' or between
'equality' and'freedom'. There are

shades within each category
requiring discrimination e.g.
tolerable inequality reconciled to
larger freedom and toleraLrle
injustice reconciled to pervasive
peace; and vice-versa i.e. tolerable
disturbance reconciled to demands
of minimum justice. Life is a

spirilual quest requiring the pilgrini
to corttirrr-rall1' hartttouise the
conflicting den'rands of tl-rese values
within a broader framework
provided by human rights norns
in our times, wllich are comparable
to Islamic norms of individual and
collective rights under Shariah.

Iu our own times tl're chttice
of use of force also involves
corrsict.ratiotr of rrrr:aptttts of t'uass

dcstruction irrcludir-rg landurines,
wirich are inherently incapable t-rf

distinguishing bctrveen civiliatts
arrcl conrbatants. lt t1-reref<lre

reqrrires lvfuslims to be irr thtr

vanguard of outlawing all atomic,
biological and chemical weapons
and landmines. It also requires
Muslims to speak out
unambiguously tl'rrough their
authentic intellectual and religious
forurns against communal and
terrorist violence.

Though all terrorists on
occasions try to legitimise their cult
by recourse to religion, a sPecial
responsibility devolves on Muslims
for getting the collective opinion of
the Ummah against terrorist

America's War A ainst Terror

violence expressed not through the
conclaves of opportunist rulers, but
of intellectuals and religious
scholars, for the simple reason that
among a host of terrorist groups
world over, like the IRA irr
Northern Ireland, the LTTE in Sri
Lanka, the Naxalites, and sections

of Hindus, Tribals arrd Christians
in North East India, it is the Muslim
Mujahideen whose claim to
religious inspiration is most
strident.

Muslim ulema and scholars

Root Out The Evil Of Terrorism
But Do Not Use Unlawful Force

The following statement has been issued by Prof. lqbal Ansari, on behalf of

the Minorities Council:

The Minorities Council condemns, in absolute terms, the most savage

incidents in the history of terrorism causing colossal loss of innocent lives

in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania, which has rightly outraged the

conscience of mankind. We express our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved

families. we also express solidarity with the people and Government of the

United States of America in their resolve to root out the evil of terrorism from

the world.

We would, however, like to remind the Government. and the people

of the USA that by using the language of tribal retaliation and jingoism and

by threatening to use indiscriminate force against a whole people they would

be involved in undermining the values of freedom, justice and rule of law,

instead of promoting them.

We appeal to the people worldwide, especially of the U.S.A.' not to

give vent to their fr-rry against innocent people because of their origin or

community affiliation.

We appeal to all those who are committed to human rights and to

ethical and spiritual values to take initiative for preventing and resolving all

national & regional conflicts in a manner that does not allow the weak to

suffer gross injustice and oppression for far too long driving them to seek

desperate remedies.

All those who feel outraged by oppressive structures of power and

systemic injustice and exploitation, must work for their overthrow by peaceful

struggle. lf at all force is to be used it must be done lawfully, abiding by the

ethical arrd legal norms set by religious as well as by the humanitarian laws

of war codified as Geneva Conventions.

We again appeal to the people and the Government. of the USA and

to all governments actively supporting it not to take recourse to unlawful use

of force.

Freedom First October-December 2001
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should ratl'rer take a lead in getting
authentic representatives of all
religions endorse the hunranitarian
laws under Geneva Conventions, so

that members of all communities
mav realise that if and rt'hen they
feel tl'rat use of force cannot be ruled
out, tl'rev,must adhere to the code
rvhich prohibits corttntunaI violetrce
and terrorism.

A call was gi.reu to the
Parliament of World's Religions
which met in Decen'rber 1999 in
Capetown to make such a

declaration, but it renlained
unheeded because .lovers of
absolute peace could not think of
adopting an ethical-legal code of
war.

"This isn't about Islam." The
world's leaders have been repeating
this mantra for lveeks, partly in the
virtnous hope of deterring reprisal
attacks on innocent Muslims living in
the \Vcst, partl-t,Lrec.rttsc ii the Unitetl
States is tt-r maintain its coalition
against tcrror, it can't afford to
suggest that Islam and terrorism are
in any way related.

The tror"rble with this necessary

disclaimer is that it isn't truc. If this
isn't about lslam, lvhy tlre rvorldu'idc
Muslinr dcmonstrations in support of
Osanta bin l,aden ancl al-Qaeda? Whv
clicl'thosc 10,(X)0 nren armed r.t'itl't
su'trrds and axcs l'nass ol"l thc
l'a kistan -Af ghan ista ri fion tier,
ansrverin15 some mullah's call to
jihad? Whv art: thc n'ar's first lJritislr

26

Apart from the ethical arrd
legal requireurertts of observance of
distinctiorr betrveen conrbatallts and
non-contbatants, the techtrologl',
economics and sociology of trroclertr
warfare should make Muslims as

well as followers of other religions
join tlie struggle for the pr-rrificatiorr
if rrot dismantling of the whole
rnoderrr cliabolical n'rachinery of
lvar.

This will rrot lead them to
necessarily take a philosophical
pacifist position of uo use of force
in absolute terms, which will allow
Ilavana to prosper and Rama to
retreat. lt rvill rather lead them to
a position where life is treated as

a perpetual struggle to choose

betn'eetr peace ancl hutnaniseci use
of force. Orr occasiorrs it tvill nrake
us choose for peace under an order
which is not perfectlv just, rvhile
continuing to peacefully struggle for
a ll'lore just order.

This shoulcl lead the Muslir.r.rs

worldwide, rvhe'rever they find
tl'ren'rselves oppressed, to explore
nerv techrriques of militarrt but
effective peaceful struggle of passive
resistance u'hich rvas evolved by,
arrrong others, Candl'ri. Will it
succeed? The answer lies in the
question: Has terrorism succeeded?

PROF. IQBAL A. ANSARI is Secretary-
General of the Minorities Council and a

mernber of the Indian Liberal Group.

Yes, This Is About Islam
Salman Rushdie

The restoration of religion to the sphere of the personal, its depoliticisation,
is the nettle that all Muslim societies must grasp in order to become modern.

casualties three Muslim men who
died fighting on thc'Taliban side?

Why the routine anti-Semitism
of the much-repeated Islamic slander
tlrat "thc JL't\'s" arrarlsed the hits orr

the World Trade Cc'nter and the
Pentagon, with the oddly self-
deprecating explanation offered by
the Taliban leadership, amollg others,
that Muslims could not have the
technological know-how or
organisational sophisticatiolr to pull
off such a feat?

Wlry docs Iurratr Khan, thtr
I);rkistani ex-sports star tttrucd
politician, dcrlatrd to bc sholvn th,:

evidence of al-Qaeda's guilt rvhile
apparently turning a dcaf ear to thc
sclf-incrinrinating statcments of al-
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Qaeda's own spokesmen (thr're rvill
be a rain of aircraft from the skies,
Muslims in the West are warned not
to live or rvork in tall buildings)?

Whv all tlrt'talk abtrrt t

American militarf infidels c'lesec-

rating tl're sacred soil of Saudi Arabia
if some sort of definition of rvhat is

sacred is not at the hcart of the
present discontents?

Of coursc this is "about lslam".
Thc qrrcstiorr is, u'haI cxactlv clocs

that nrean? Aiter all, ntost religior-rs

bclicf isn't t'crv thcolor:ical. N4ost

Mr-rslinrs arc trot prtlfotttrcl Koratric
.r rr.r lvs t s-

F-crr a vast trttmbcr of 'bclic-
virrg' lVltrslinl nle 11, lslatl startds, in
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a jumblecl, half-examined u'av, not
onlv for the fc.ar of God - the' fear
morL. tharl the lorre., one suspects - br-rt

also for a cluster of customs, opinions
and prc-jr.rdices that include their
dietarv practices; the secluestration or
r-rear-sequestration of 'their' n,omen;
the sermons delivered by their
n.rrrllahs of choice; a loathing of
r.noclern society in general, riddled as

it is rvith music, godlessness and scx;
arrc-l a more particularised loathing
(ancl fear) of the prospect that their
olr'n immediate surroundings could
L're taken over - 'Westoxicated' - t-,y

the liberal Western-style way of life.

Highly motivated organi-
sations of Muslim men (oh, for the
voices of Mr,rslim rvomen to be
heard!) have been engaged over the
last 30 vears or so in grovving raclical
political movements out of this mulch
of 'belief'.

These Islamists - lve must get
used to this word, Islamists, meaning
those rvho are engaged uporr sucl-r
political projects, and learn to
distinguish it from tl're more gcneral
and politically neutral 'Muslim' -
inch-rde the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt, the blood-soaked combatants
of the Islamic Salvation Front and
Armed Islamic Croup in Algeria, the
Shiite revolutionaries of Iran, and the
I-a liba n.

Iroverty is thc'ir grcat helper,
ar-rd thc fruit of their efforts is
paranoia. This paranoid Islam, n'hich
[.rlames outsiders, "infidels", for all
tl're ills of Muslim societies, and
lvhosc' proposed remedy is the
closing of thosc socictic-s tcl thc rival
pxrject of moclernitv, is prescntly thc
fastr'st grtrrving vcrsion of lslanr in the
u,orld.

This is not rr'lrollv to go along
r.vith Samtrel Hrrntingtorr's thcsis
aLrout thc clash of civilizatirrns, for tht:

simple reason that the Islamists'
project is turnec-l not onlv against the
West and "the Jervs", but also against
thcir fcllt'rr' Islanrists.

\{hatever thc. public rhctoric,
there's little love krst betr.r'een the
Taliban and Iranian regimes.
Dissensit'rns between Muslim natirlns
run at least as de.e'pr, if not deeper,
than those nations' resentment of the
West. Nevertheless, it lvould be
absurcl to deny that this self -
exculpatory, paranoiac Islarn is au
ideology n'ith widespread appeal.

Tr.r'enty years ago, when I was
rvriting a novel about polver struggles
in a fictionalised ljakistan, it was
already dc rigueur in the Muslim
world to blame all its troubles on the
West and, in particular, the Unitc'd
States.

Then as norv, some of these
criticisn-rs lvere well-founded; no
room here to rehearse the geopolitics
of the cold u'ar and America's
frequently danraging foreign policy
'tilts', to use thc Kissinger term,
tolvard (or ar,r'ay from) this ol that
ten'rporarily useful (or disapproved-
of) nation-state, or America's role in
the installation and deposition of
sundry unsavory leaders and
regimes.

But I lvantc.cl then to ask a

question that is no less important
non': Supposc $,e say that the ills of
or,rr societies arc not prin-rarilv
America's fault, that we are to blame
for our own failings? How would we
undcrstand them then? Might we not,
b1, acceptine our o\\'11 respousilrilitv
fclr our problerns, begin to learn tcr

scrlve thcm for otrrsclvcs?

Many lv4uslinrs, its vvell as

sectrlarist analvsts n'ith roots in the
Mtrslim n'orlcl, arc. bcginning to ask
strch tlr.rcstir)ns n()\\'. ln recctit rvecks
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Muslim voices have every'where been
raised against the obscurantist
hijacking of their religion. Yesttrclav,s
hotheads (among them yusuf Islanr,
aka Cat Stevens) are improbabll,
repackaging themselves as todar,,s
pussycats.

An Iracli n'riter quotc,s an
earlier Iraqi satirist: "The disease that
is in us, is frorn us." A British Muslinr
writes, "Islam has become its orr'n
enemy."

A Lc'banese friend, returning
from Beirut, tells me that in the
aftermath of the attacks on Septembcr
11, public criticism of Islamisrn has
become much more outspoken. Many
commentators have spokcn of tl'rc:

need for a Reformation in the Muslim
n'orld.

I'm reminded of the way rlon-
comrlunist socialists used to clistance
themselves from the tyrannical
socialism of the Soviets; nevertheless,
the first stirrinp;s of this counter-
project are of great significance. If
Islam is to be reconciled rvith
modernity, these voiccs nrrrst be
encouraged until they swell into a

roar. Many of them speak of another
Islam, their personal, private faith.

The restoratior'r of religion to
thc sphcre <,f thc pcrsonrl, its
depoliticisation, is the nettlc that ali
Muslim societies must grasp in order
to become modern. The only aspect
of modernitv interesting to the
tcrrorists is tecl'rnology, u'hicl'r tl-rey

see as a weapon that can be tr,rrned
on its makers.

lf terrorisnr is to bt: cicfeirteci,
thc n'rtrld of lslam must t.rkc on board
tl te st'ttri.r list-lrrr nr;ur ist 1, r irtei;'1.:s,,tt
w'hich tlic nroclern is base.l, and
witllout which Muslinr countries'
[r'eeclottr rvill r-crn.rin .r c]isLant,.1rc.rttt.

L rrnt llt( Intcntct.
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Gandhi, America and the Taliban

Adi H. Doctor

In a world full of hatred, chaos, contradictions and obsession for power one
is tempted to re-visit Gandhi to examine his relevance. What can we learn
from Gandhi's doctrine of non-violence or ahimsa, which can be deemed
applicable or meaningful to our turbulent times? The crucial Gandhian

message relevant for our turbulent times is that peace will forever remain
elusive to mankind, so. long as it practices violence or ahimsa.

How true Gandhi was, is
proved today when we see both the
USA as well as the Taliban living
in fear, having less liberty, their
equality and fraternity shattered.
Today every coloured and turbaned
American is suspect in the eyes of
his fellorv lvhite citizen. The
Afghans are likewise a house
divided, with brother made to fight
brother. If only the West and Islam
l'rad learnt to live according to the
essential nature of man, that is, non-
violerrtl)', they (and the world)
today would not be suffering the
consequences of their violent life
styles.

Violent means can never establish
Truth or Justice

Violence mainly decides
whose will shall prevail. It enables
the strong to rule over the weak. It
enabled USA to prevail over lraq.
It enables Israel to dominate the
Palestinians. But there is nothing
irrherent in superior military or
economic power that ensures justice
is beirrg done. While saying that
justice does require power to
enforce.itself, to argue that those .

rr'1r,. rtit,lcl sulapri{)r Ir()\ver arc i;tsn

/ncto doing justice n'ould trot tre
acceptable. This is rvhat Candhi
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implied when l're said even if 99 out
of 100 people do not agree with me,
I can only do justice by being true
to myself, to my conscience, to the
God (or moral imperative) within
nle.

Justice and the search for
truth, according to Gandhi, require,
first and foremost, that we respect
those who differ from us and are
ever ready to dialogue with them.
We n'rust endeavor to change the
adversary's mind and heart as

much as be ready to change our
own set opinions when confronted
with reasonable dissent/
disagreement. How can we ever
hope to discover the truth if we opt
to ciestroy those w,ho disseut <.rr

differ from us.

Gandhi argued that in war
everr the good points the opponent
is making are overlooked, whereas
in non-violent resistance it is
possible for each side to see and
appreciate whatever justice there
may be in the other side. Moreover
Canrllri helieved that non-violent
techniqtres sive rise to less scope for
falsehood, deception arld treachery
and clt.struction r.vlrich are colt1l11ol1

charac'teristics of violent conflicts
ancl struggle's

Freedorn First Ockfier-December 2001

Non-Violence means looking at
the evil within

Turning to apply Gandhi's
doctrine to the America versLls
Taliban conflict, the question that
can legitimately be raised is, has the
USA cared to look at the evil
within? If it does it may find that
it has not always done justice to the
non-white world. It has beerr
unduly partial torvards Israel's
violence and forcible occupation of
Arab territory. It has urnpteen times
adopted double standards. To give
just one example: it adopted one
standard for Iraq when it invaded
I(uwait and another whenever
Israel cornmitted aggression. Then
it has never hesitated to adopt the

policy of carrot and stick to pursue
its own (or western world's)
national interests. USA's foreigtt
policy tilt towards Pakistan for
purely strategic reasons viz.
promoting American national or
security interests, write from the
1950s rvllen it used Pakistan to fight
its cold war adversary the USSR,

till today wl'ren it seeks to nrake
[)akistan tl.re frontlirte state t()r
fighting Taliban, is a good extrtrrple
c'lf the exercise of what analysts'call
Ileward l'ower the P()wer to

achieve one's grrals thror-rgh ttse of
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the power to offer rewards, like
eiving military and economic aid,
lifting sanctions, etc. Because of its
policy of rule bv military and
ren,ard polver, because of its poiicy
of identifying American global
domination with justice, the USA
has only produced a large number
of marginal men.

It is impossible for the
rvesterners r,r'ho till Vesterday lived
conrfortable and secure lives,
fighting wars in remote lands witl'r
remotely controlled weapons, to
easily understand the power of the
marginal man. The marginal man
is the man in Palestine, in Syria, in
Iraq, who fights by resortir-rg to
terrorism because he has nothing to
lose except his lif e since the
porverful West has already denied
him his rights and history, and,
deprived hin-r of his family, irome
arrd land. The power the n'rarginal
man exercises is a power that the
West finds difficult to rationally
apprehend. It is the power of a man
rr'ho perceives hirnseli as a holy
r,r'arrior, r.r'ho lvill not shirk from
comn'rittirrg suicide in order to hit
his erremy or perceived oppressor.

If only the USA would look
within, it would find that the
tleplol'abls tr'rrorist attack ort the
Wl'C's ttr,in tolr'ers on that faieiul
Tuesday, the lltir of September
2001 rvas tl're marginal man's way
of conveyilrg a message to the
powerful West. A message which
simply says, "You are the enemy,
the real'terrorist who has stripped
us r.rf our land and rights and rvhile
cloing this you openly flaunt your
rrrilitarv p()\'ver, rverlth and
priv ilc.ges.

Non-Violenc.e rneans .under-
stancling the aclvcrsary's mincl

If the USA ivants abicling

iustice and peace, it r.rrust not only
give precederrce to dialogue over
violence, it must not only look
within (to examine if there is evil
or iujustice lurking rvithin itself),
but it must also trv and understand
the adversary's (in this case Taliban
and marginal n'ran's) nrind.

Once Gandhi was asked l'row
he would tackle a robber rvho had
entered his l'rouse adopting non-
violent mealls. Gandhi's reply u'as
I have three options. I can violently'
bash him up. Secondly, if I am a

coward, I can watch him steal and
go away. But, thirdly, said Gandl-ri,
if I am truly non-violent I would
dialogue with him and try to find
out why he has conre to steal, and,
n-raybe I would find that it is
because he is starving. In that case,
I would realize that it is not he n'ho
is the real thief. The real thief is
myself who has held on to more
than what I really need.

Now has the USA tried to
rrnclerstand the rlind of the
marginal man and the Taliban
(lslamic fundamentalist). Justice can

be done to the marginal man by
removing his sense of unjust
deprivation. However, justice can
be d orre to th e Isla nr ic
fund.rnrentalist only b1' exprlsing
how he is distorting the true
n'ressage of Islanr for evil and
political purposes. Islam prescribes
a holy war or jihad only against
oppressors of the practitioners of
the faith; it prescribes respect for
other faiths. Islam also lays great
stress o11 compassion and wisdour.
Writirrg in The Times oi Irdia of 'l 7th
Octotrer 20{)t, Asghar Ali Engirreer
rvtrrrders w'hv Islaur has not vct
prodr-rcecl a Mahatrna Candhi. It is
tinre n'iser nrerr tackled Islanric
funclatnt:rrtirlisnr bt' ;rdoptirtg ii
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three pronged strategy. Firstly, ask
the powerful West to look withirr
and find out to u'hat exterrt Islamic
militancy and fundamentalisnr is a
response to Western un jr_rst

domination and its playing tl're role
of a partial global policenran.
Secondly, encoLrrage tire correct
interpretation of the message of
Islam, whose strong points .rre
peace, compassion and justice as
much as war against oppressirtn.
Thirdly, strengthen a truly global
regime of Human Rights, rt'l'rich cut
across nationalities, religions, and
races.

Why good & wise men should
dcern Altintsa as superi or to Himsa

The etlrical-religious reason
simply says we should not practice
violence against fellow humarrs
because "they are as rve are". What
Gandhi meant by this was that the
same God or spark of divinity
(innate goodness, Kant's moral
imperative) resides in all hur-nan
beings, hence the possibility of
reform calu'rot be denied even in the

case of the meanest of creatures. On
the practical plane, Gandhi's
argument is equally simple and
clear. What is got by force can only
be retained t'ry force. Thcrse rvlro
belie'"'e itt vicrlence can rule ortlV str

lorrg as they can retain their
superior force. Once their power
weakens the opponent, waiting to
seek revenge again raises his head.
Violence only makes the adversary
or vested interest go underground
or pretend submissiorr and bide
tinre ftlr revenge. If rnen are rvise
a trcl r,va rt t to seek pe rllt;i llell t
lrecelrrrtt tronr tllis vrctr,us cyclt't,l
vi()lelrcr', rt'\/enfI(- itttcl cottttter
revense, than they nrust work tt'r

chtrttgt' ltearts (their on'lr iis n'ell .rs

rlf thc atlr.ersar\'). lrr short arrivt'at
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a llew mclral collsellslrs.

Applying Gandhi's doctrine
of ahiursa to tl're America-Taliban
conflict, it can legitimatelv be
a rgued tha t if the Ta liba n
surrenders to superior force,
remaining unconvinced that justice
has been done, the submission at
best will be temporary. The enenly
rvill lie lorv, rvaiting for an
opportunity to strike back wherr the
perceived enemy's forces rveaken or
when he lowers his guard. The
lesson to be learnt from Gandhi's
philosophy is that perrnanent
change can only be based on a non-
violent change of l'rearts. Abiding
peace rvill enlerge orrly when both
parties to tl-re conflict arrive at a

nerv moral consel'rsus. What we
need is moral arnlanent, not
\veapons arnraurent.

In Gandhi's scattered
writings we also cone across other
implications of practicinp; rron-
violence, which contemporarv n'lel1

and rrations need to rrote ancl
practice. For Candl'ri tthitnsa nlearlt
avoiding al'lger, being calm and
content, not beirrg jealousy, not
being greedy (wanting or holding
on to more than wl'rat we need).
Todav the USA, Isreal, Talibarr, the
rvhole rvorlcl neecl to Lre remirrderl
of these simple truths. As Lalita
Parricker writing tlrc ntiddle in Tlrc
Times of Indin of 25-70-01, p.12
observes Zeevi "had it colr-ring".
Zeeai, according to Panicker used
"routinely to refer to Palestinians
as lice arrd sub-htrnrarrs. Ilegrettable
though the killing is, it is plecisely
this attitude, thc refusal to
t'ectr1;nize the valicl hunrtrn rights rrl

tJifferent pi'1rpltl tlrat has crenterl it

situation in rn,hich rrrost lsrdrelis lir;e
iu a constarlt stage rlf siege".
'l'rarrsla ting Carrcl lii's nrt-'ssage tha t
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arrger and hatred are another face
of violence into practice, it means
rvise global leadership is expected
1e slrjure arlger, malice, hatred and
errdearror to replace the ancient
Semitic principle of eye for eye and
tooth for tooth, b1r a mature, calm,
conrposed and honest diplomacy,
irr rvhich, first each side endeavors
to look witirin to detect and
eradicate the evil n'ithin itself; then
each side seeks to urrderstand the
other and finally both sides
eudeat'or to arrirre at a ne!\' rnoral
consellsLrs which'rvould ren'rove the
conflict permanently because it
would have removed the root
callses of tl're conflict.

The collateral damage done by
violence

The adoption of violence
(war) also cloes collateral damage
to society. In the case of the UAS-
Taliban conflict, we find that a

siguificarrt casualtv of the conflict
has beer.r freedom, especially of the
meclia, prirrt and electronic. ln
October 2001, the Natioual Securitl,
Advisor, Cor-rdoleeza Rice had a

corifererrce with media nlana€;ers
who reportedly agreed to her
suggestion that any future taped
statel-tlents from Osama bin Laden's
Al-(]rirla gr(rLtI lre abriclgccl arrd
any poterrtially inflammatory
lauguage be removed. The White
House spokesman, Ari Fleischer,
made a similar veiled threat of
censorship when he said that
Anrerican nredia "rreed to watch
what they say". The CNN
resprrnded bv issr.ring an oificial
statenrerrt declaring tltat in deciding
rvlraI rvcnI rrn Ilre.i ir il rlt,r,r ltl
eo r i s i rl t, r' { u itl.r tt ce [r'o rt t a 

1,r 1-r 
lop l ia [e

a rrthorities. l lere is ' a veiiecl
cerrsttrsliiF, in t.lre countrv tlrat
clrerislres its hist()r\/ trl' l'reedonr. It
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is inappropriate for the gorrentrtrent
in a truly free country to sr-rbtlt'
dictate to the r-rredia irow tc) report
the news. Freedom of expressiorr in
USA has indeed become the first
casua lty of \va r. Second l_y,

America's mr,rlti-culturalisnr and
open society have equallv come
under threat. Turbanecl Sikhs,
Asians in general, Muslinrs in
particular who till receiltly h'ere
considered fellorn' Americarrs
corrtributing to USA's prosperity,
overnight turned suspect in the e1,e5

of lrany comnlolt and less
irrformed Americans. The funda-
rnental rights to security of lifc'
liberty and the purstrit of happiness
which Americans constituticlnalll'
cl'rerished as tl-reir most prized
possession will never be the sarrre
again after the declared rvar or1

Laclen's Al-Qaida. In the aftermatlr
of tl're war, most Americans live in
fear of lurking terrorisrn irr the folm
of mail containing Antl'rrax, travel
by air has been t.lrasticallv reducecl,
tourist.n affected. These collateral
clamages are citer-l to short' tlrat t,ar
is a very costly way of settling
disputes and achieving justice.
Precederrce to dialogr-re, under-
standing the justice in the clen'rands
of the adversary, understarrding the
rr)as()ns n'hY an irlvelsnrY Irtrntirtrq
n,ith l'ratrec'l for Anreric,rns has
arisen etc., these are the key issues
that need to be adclressed. Merely
wirrning a war with a primitirre
ellelny is not tl"re ideal solutiorr to
solving the complex problem of
violence arrd terrorism globally. In
short, in <rLrr turLrult'rrt tinres rt'e
treed to go back to Cauclhi arrd
retlrink the n'iscJonr corttainetl in ltis
drrctrirrt trtt Altirttsrt.

lll{O.Ii. ADi LI; DOC'lOI(. is Visitiug
I'rofcssor of I'olitical Scierrcc, [Jniversit't' of
Gol, Goa.



How Dare You ! America's war Against Terror

Silent About Many Things

Dilip D'Souza

ls the knowledge that murderers and their instigators live openly down
the road from me any less, or more, terrifying than the knowledge that

other such scum live in hideouts in Karachi or Afghanistan?

At precisely 10:30 on the
morning of September 18, rny
family and I stood for a moment of
silence. It had been announced
some days before, and a full page
ad. in that morning's newspaper
told us to do so. In case we had
missed it altogether, there was even
a soft recording on the phone, in
place of a dial tone, to remind us.

On a Solidarity Duy against
Terrorism, this was a moment of
prayer, a time to remember all those
rvho have lost their lives to
terrorists.

Moment done, I looked at the
full page again. There's a picture of
otrr prime minister, and a quote
from him that says 'Every Indian
has to be a part of this global war
on terrorism ... We must, and we
will, stan'rp out this evil from our
larrd and fronr the rvorld.' Belou',
there are four nrore pictures, of
ma jor terrorist incidents: the
Bombay bclmb blasts of March 1993,

the Indiarr Airlines hijacking of
December 1999, the Anantnag
massacre of March 2001 and the
WTC attacks of Scptcmber 11.

Horrors all. 'Ugly face of
Terrorisnr,' savs tht' crrllrtctive
captir.rn below the four
I'lt,rtogra1.hs..

Artd 1'6'1, atttJ vet... 11r111' 6J1r

I feel ir certairr urrease?

When I look at this ad, when
I read all the colunns about
terrorism that have appeared in our
papers since September 11, when I
stand quiet and think of the victims
of these outrages - I also say a few
silent words for Raju. Because I
knew his father, arrd through his
terrible despair I understood: tl'ris
14-year-old boy, his only son, was
also a victim of terror.

last few n'ronents of his life, do you
think Raju did not feel terror?

Go ahead, pick any of those
thousand Indians who died like
Raju died - as they saw death
coming for them, did those r-nen

and women not feel terror?

Forget the deaths if you like.
Did the man in the famous
photograph from that time, a

scrawny nlan in rags and a

moustache, running for his life with
Raiu died on

"1993. ln the heart
during some of

January 1 1,

of Bombay,

the worst rioting
our country has
ever known, he
was butchered by
some of his fellow
Indians. He was
one of some-
where around a

thousand Indians
who were mur-
dered by other
Indians in the two
months of Decem-
ber 7992 and
January i993. I ask
you: as he
rvatched the men
who surrounded
liirn that night
raise their long
l.,nives arrd slash
at hinr, as he
r-r rr rl erstoocl lttr
harl ;rrrivecl at the

Solidarig Day againstTerrorism - 18,9,2001

(( 
Evc,y lnaian tras to be o part of this gk)bill wa.
0n tcmrisrn....
Wc musl, snd wc rvill, strmp out I t
lhis rvil frcnt our land and frcnr the world./ /
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How Dare You ! America's War Against Terror

blood streaming from his face, not
feel terror? Did the n'ran in that
other famous photograph from that
time, the sturdy jawan home from
serving his country at the border,
looking around at his smashed and
looted house, not feel terror?

Did anyone who lived
through those weeks not feel terror?
What about those crazed few
minutes near the Bandra railway
station, when some men suddenly
stabbed some other rnen and people
rall screaming and a few alert
photographers caught their
headlong fright on filnr? What
about the people who were
panicked for a whole night by a

rumour that an armed horde was
about to come ashore on the Dadar
beach? What about the one hundred
or so residents of Pedder arrd
Carmichael lloads rvho gathered
one afternoon to meet then defence
minister Sharad Pawar, pleaded
n,itl'r him to use the army to quell
the riots?

What rvere all these people
feeling?

And what was it that I felt as

I realised that I would be nuts to
try to make my way from my office
t() nrv suburbarr honre? When

several surly yahoos advanced
menacingly on me as I asked
questions about a burned and
looted shop in Girgaurn for a report
on the riots that I was working on?
When I finally did take the train
home and it crawled past an
enonnous crowd near Mahalaxmi
railway statiorr, the nren carrying
swords that glinted in the evening
sur-r, glinting forever in my mind?

I know it and I feel rrot tl're
slightest shame admitting it: I was
in terror. As was all of Bon'rbay.

And if terrorism means the
spreading of terror, rvhich is the
only thing it seems to rne it can
nlean, then all of us in Bombay
experienced terrorism in those
weeks. Yes irrdeed, Raju and the
rest of the thousand dead died at
the hands of terrorism.

Which is why I wotrdered as

I stood for my monteut of silence
on September 18: lrr this full page
ad that tells r.rre atrout the 'Uglv face

of Terroristrr,' that urges Indiatrs to
fight terrorism, why is there uo
picture, nor even mention, of tl're

riots ir"r Bombay? I dorr't for a

moment mean to overlook the
horror of the four events that do
apperr irr tlic ad. Each of thcttr rviis

a crime against humanity itself,
whose perpetrators must pay fully
for it.

But were the riots not jr,rst

such a crime as well?

After all, they happerred,
didn't they? They wererl't a

collective figment of our collective
imaginations. So why is it that the
riots are rarely mentioned in the
colurnns, entirely absent from the
full page ad?

Were thev somehow less
deadly than the four crimes in the
ad? Well, the blasts killed about 250

Indians, tl"re Indian Airlines hijack
left one Indian dead, the Anantnag
massacre 35, tl're WTC assault count
is at thousands and rising. As I
mentioned before, the riots killed
about a thousand Indians. The way
I see it, and I'd like to think that's
the only way to see it, one death to
terrorism is one death too n'la11y.

But by the callous numbers aloue
it cannot be that tl're riots vvere a less

deadly act of terror than the others.

Therr is it that the four events
involved a qualitatively greater
degree of terror than the riots?
Perhaps you think so. But put
yottrself in the plat:t'of SharatJ

We have given unto

of the highest quality, and it

or Stalinistic decrees.

ourselves a democratic Constitution

is improper to tarnish it with Hitlerian

C. Rajagopalachari
Swar ajytt, August 22,1964

lssued by Tlre Rajaji fouttdattott

t)J F't'acdotrt ltirst OctobarDccarttbcr 2001



How Dare You ! America's War Against Terror

['arvar's afterrro<.rrr gurests, those
terrified residerrts of Botrrbay's rnost
polished neighbourhood. Put
1'or-rrself in the place of those parric-
strickerr tsombayites looking
fearfullv out to sea at Dadar. Think
of what it means to feel the terror
of the evil that wirs lctose in Bonrbay
for not jr"rst a l)loll1ent, or a ferv
hours, or a week, but every hc>ur
for uearly trvo months. Put yourseif,
if you can stand it, in the slippers
of Raju as he n'as reduced to pieces
of bloody flesh t'rne January night.

Is tl'rere any difference, and
is there even alty sense in asking
about such difference, in the level
of terror unleashed by all these
events?

Or is it that those responsible
fclr the f<rur crinres are
unimagiuably evil, shadowy,
slippery and powerful men lvho
have escaped justice and live
overseas? Well, I don't knon' horv
voll nreasure evil. Btrt I do knou'
tha t those resporrsible for the
Bon-rbay riots live right here among
tus. For all I know, the young man
who strolled past on the street
below as I stood in silence at l0:30
could have been one of Raju's
tttttt tleret's. Tlrr nrerr rvlro fillecl lrinr

r.r'ith the hatred that drove him tcr

ruurder, rvho urged on Bonrbav's
riotirrg throngs, live pon'erful,
protected and urrpunished lives
right here in Bornbay.

You tell me: is the knor,l'ledge
that murderers and their instigators
live openll' down t|e rctad from nre
any less, or nlore, terrifying than the
knowledge that other such scum
live in l'rideouts in Karachi or
Afghanistan?

Something irrside nle longs
for, craves for, answers to the
innumerable questiot'rs I've asked irr
tl-ris column. Do you have any for
me? For yourself?

And even as I write those
rvords, it troubles me no end that
I could ask the same questiorrs,
rvrite the same several paragraphs,
about tl're murder of 3,000 Indians
in Delhi 17 years ago. Yes, why was
that nrassacre of 3,000 turbaned
Indians rrot mentiorred in the, PM's
full paee ad? Did they rrot feel
terror?

And as I write these words,
it troubles ute sonte more that while
a rnurder of just such a turbar'red
nt.rn in lr{cs.t, AZ, hirs s,:en thc srr'ift

arrest of his murclerer, in India vr,g
have rrot cared to pr-rrrish the
rururderers from ,l984. 

Then <_lr since.
Sel'errtee.n Vears sirrce.

'Every Indian has to be a part
of this global rvar oll terrorism,' you
remember our PM said, ancl ,r.ve

must, and r.r'e rvill, staltlp <tut this
evil froru our land ancl from the
world.'I could not agree more. But
lvhen in India we begin this globai
rvar bv overlooking the evil in our
orvn larrd, bv explaining it a'"r'ay in
oLlr owll mirrds, by pretending it
doesn't even exist: yes, I do feel an
unease that nct nonreltts of silerrce
call erase. For I rvonder: just r,r'hat
war are rve lncliarrs fightinu? lf rve
tolerate terrorism every day, hor^,,

tvill we ever stanlp it out?

The lesson from the horror of
Seprternber 11 is hardly that Islauric
terrorism threatens the world. It is
that when relip;ion is used to justify
crime and spread hate - as it has
beerr in Afghar-ristarr and Kashnrir,
Ayoclhya ancl Bourbay - religion
itself is perverted. Jnstice atrcl
humanity are destroyed.

Now there's sor-nething to
fight a global war for.

MR. DILIP D'SOUZA is a freelance writer.
This first ippcircd on Ilcdiff.conr.

It is the task of saints and not of political leaders to change
individual persons. There are saints like that and they have saved
the country from complete ruin. But the political leader's job is
to change institutions and policies.

Jayaprakasir Narayart
Towards Total Revolutlon, Volulne 4,

Popular Prakashan, Murlbai
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Veer Savarkar - setting the Record straight

Mr. Sitaram Yechuri, a senior
member of the politburo of the
Conrnrnnist Party of India [Marx-
istl, stated, in March irr Hyderabad,
that the late V.D.Savarkar, popu-
larly knorr'n as Veer Savarkar, was
a British ally. One can have ideo-
logical differences with Savarkar's
philosophy; br"rt to call him arr ally
of the British is indeed reading
history from a totally wrong per-
spective. It n'ray be recalled that
such charges were levelled even
agairrst Netaji Subhash Bose during
World War II by the same Left
frlrces.

The difference between the
case oi Veer Savarkar and that of
uose is that irr the case of Bose wild
charges rvere throrvn at l'rim dur-
ing the great lvar, whereas even
non' the likes of Yechuri rvant t<'r

rirke up that past n,hich would fi-
nally put him and his ideologically
iuclined comrades orr the mat. It
does not require much irrtelligence
to understand the motive behind
this attack orr Savarkar nor,r'. The
Irtdirn Richt as represetrte'd l-rY the
llliar.rtil'a Jannta l'trrtv', is on tlre
ascent in nran1, prlaces. It is not only
a domirrant partner in the ruling
Natiorral Democratic Alliance
tNDAI irr Ner,v Delhi, but also is in
po\\'er irr states like Gujarat arrd
Uttar Pradesh. By portraying
Savalkar an ideolosical gtrrtr of the
liightist iorces in lur-lia as a IJritish
agt'rtt,he is trvinq to l-rrrt tlrese forccs
on tlrt, tleferrsive.

T,i ,',',l.irrt.,icl tvltr'r,'
Yecltttri is errirtg, ttrtt' netlt'ls to tirkc

a quick look at the modern iristory
of India.

Tl're Second World War be-
garr in Septenrber 1939. The British
Corrernment declared ivar ol1 behalf
of Inclia without consulting the lrr-
dian National Congress. Ideally the
Congress should have been con-
sulted as it was in porver irr severr

provinces. Also, tl-re British govern-
ment was not rt'illing to declare the
fate of their Colonies after the war.
The Congress vvas rrot u'illing to

support the rvar effort n'ithout a

cornmitmerrt from the Colonial
power to grant India's freedom
after the \Arar. All the Congress
nlinistries therefore resignecl.This
was the Congress positiorr then. As
far as the Left forces \\'ere cerr-
cerned, it r.r'as a \\'ar tretn,een trvo
capitalist courrtries. It u'as Savarkar
u,ho understoocl tlre <lp'rprorttrrritv

provided by the War ancl appealed
to the Hindu l'nasses to ioirr the
arnred services en masse. Savarkar
was aware of the fact that after
India becornes independent, she
rvouId rrt ec-l trairted clt ferrse frrlt:es

t() pr()tect its Lrotrrrcl.rries .rrrrl w h;rI

better wa\/ ()f gaining this valuable
training than joirring the armed
services.

Savarkar's appeal had the de-
sired effect. This trairred,
experierrced orr11\r 1-11119 in hirrr,-lt'
rvhen I'i'rkistarri intruciers rvere
nrarching torvirltls Srirr.rc.rr. trvini'.
t() \\,rcst l(irshrrrir'. 'lhe bravc sol-
tl it'rs t,f the I.nci i.rn irrnrl'clrirsr'tl
tlr,rs,' irr I rrrd"rq .l\\',tl in tr' J)tL isl.tr.
anrl I(aslrnrir tvir:; slvctl irr tlrt'rrir'li

Iit'Lt'tlont I,'irsl ()c:toltar- I)ccerrt bar 200 1

Avinash Kolhe

of time. The credit for this must
largely be given to the foresight of
Savarkar.

Savarkar could issue al1 ap-
peal like this sir-nply because he lvas
a serious student of military history.
When World War II began,
Savarkar rvas invited by the thelr
Coveruor-Gerreral of lrrdia Linlith-
gow to discuss the war situation.
Linlithgorv commented that
"Savarkar is the only politiciau whcr

could abll' discrrss the rvar situation
from tl-re Indian view-point and its
major issues iu the context of inter-
natioual politics".

The Indian Arurl, indeed
fought a brave war agairrst the irr-
vading army t>f Pakistalr in 1965
rvherr that colrntry launched a sur-
prise rrttack IOperatiorr Cit-rrirltar]
in the Jan.rnru sector. India not oulv
stopped this invading army but also
launched a counter-offensive in the
Punjab and within ncl tirne, the In-
dian arnry rvas krrockirrg at the
doors of Lahore. This was a great
sltocl< trr I'irl<istirrr.,,\t'Lrt l(liari trst'.1

ttl botrst that his arnry lvoulc-l h^r'e
breakfast in Janrmtr, lurrch at
Anrritsar and dirrner irr Nerv Delhi.
But the reality u'as different as tlte
Pakistan army learnt to its chagrin.
This agairr, was due to the foresight
rlf Savarkar for which the cottlrtry'
shor,rlcl be gri.rtefr-rl to hinr rirther
tharr calling hiur a lJritish allv. Is it
irr\- \\'(intlL'r' llral lrisli'r'r' lras jrrclqeil

Sa','arklr as a qreat stltt of ltrc'lia.

N'IR: AViNAStI KOLt{lr is a Lecturer ifl
I'olitic.rl -(cicrtct rt thc I). (i. l(trp,rrel
(-ol I cqt,. l\f trrrr Ita i



The Finest Hand Embroidery - Forever

ARMAYESH, world leading Manufacturer-Exporters of the finest quality

Hand Embroidered designs and products supplied around the world,

also guarantees the same international quality and timely delivery FOR

THE INDIAN MARKET.

You can select from many existing international designs or order any

design of your choice for your Sarees (Parsi Garas are our Speciality),

Dupattas, Ghagras, Cholis, Jackets, Vests, Handbags, Cushion covers

and other products which will be exclusively hand embroidered for you.

Please telephone Ms. NILOUFER IRANI or Ms. VARSHA

ADVANI on2662987 1265807l. /2661354 to finalise the date and

time of your visit to our DESIGN STUDIO AND SHOWROOM.

Armayesh Fashions Pvt. Ltd.
Design Studio & Showroom

Kamanwala Chambers, 2nd Floor,

Sir P M. Road, Fort,
Mumbai 400 001.

Fax : (91-22) 266 2lB3
E.mail : armaYesh@vsnl.iom

Website : www.armayesh.com
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Rt]ttrtions Serious and Facetious
Louella Lobo Prabhtr

the U.S.A. : Stray Thoughts in Varied Patterns

It is true that great buildings fell:
The greater casualty,
The nations/ very psyche and soul,
So sure of its invincibility.
The casualty also was,
The concept of a free society.
Based Llpon a free "social contract".
To see the strains of sharp plurality,
Become a great chorus of harmony.

Its nurture to retaliate,
And nurture the desire,
To answer body-blows, received.
With bombs and rnissile fire.

However, retaliation
Should not in sheer blood-heat be done;
It would then seem, the terrorist,
The last victorl' has rvotr.

Noie: If this rvar is perceived as one of the Christian West Vs. the Muslim Middle East, the forner needs

shon, a becoming restraint, which does rrot wipe out the iuunocent with the guilty.

The Quickest Bill
papers which carried the Irervs item, did uot tuetrticln
their constituerlcy work, though the perks include a

"home" office, secretarial salaries, and 150,000 phone
calls on the House. The reports did not meution whether
these goodies cone with our burdensome taxes
in.rpplicable to \'lPs. It trtav be nottrd, tl'rat in i1 ctrttrt
o[ law, in acceptitrg university exatnitrersltips ancl the

like, a member with any personal stake has to state it,
;rnd is disqualified from holding that office. Here,
interested parties have rushed tl"rrough their Bill rvitlt
unholy haste, while Bills of much greater iurportance,
rvaiting for long to be introduced, have not beetr tabled,
on the floor of the House.

ln keeping with the trencl of bttcking ptrblic
opiniolr, Ministels irre aPl-rointitrg sotrs, <Jattghters irucl

close relatives, to tlte tt<ttt-citdre posts of Oificcts t,tt

Spet i.rl I)uty- il is rlr.iite r.ntclerstatrclalrle that, tlre .kith
and kin of rlinisters and N4Ps are Pers()l1s ,tt1 1'r7l1ottt

the1, 6;1,r rel\,. IJor'r'ever, {iving tlrertr of ficial pral' x1.t.1

ltrtrks is tiot c()rrect. Alreacly, evet'r rvithotrt the

Black Tuesday in

The seer Nostradamus,
A great sage of 1ro1g,
Said great iron birds
Would strike buildings tall -

Ancl that thev in fragments would fall.

It's exactly what happened that "Black Tuesday".
When out of the sky, and thin air,
Giant aircrafts rammed into great burildings,
And lo! in a trice, the buildings were no ntore, tltere.

The Symbolsof the rratiorrs' wealth;
The s1,11'1!61 of a natio.s' power,
Were razed, as rnelting steel and flying ash.

Ou tortured ground, began to shower.
Beneath tl're rubble and the ash -
Were people trappecl - but none calr say.
Hor. verv many people died, upon that Black Tuesday.

The Lok I']al Bill, has been tabled orr the floor of
l)arliament, over t\^'o decades after it r.r'as mooted. By

contrast, a Bill further enhancing the pay arrd perks of
Members has had a passage of lightning speed. Without
going into the specifics, the salary of an MP would now
erceeel Iis.35,00t)i -. In thc -1th Lok Sabh.r, of n'hich nt-t'

husband lvas a member, the pay was lts.500/- and the

sittirrg fee lls.31/- raised to Rs.51/- per day. That Lok
Sabha had sonre of the most illustrious speakers, who
tror.rbled to str,rdy the Book of Rules, tcl master the
procedures, and sit through significant debates. In tl'ris
Lok Sabl'ra, a trend has harderree-I, which was also a

feature of the 4th. Question Time arrd Zero Hour, sc'e'

il frr(,tty full attendarrce. Tlie clLrorunr bell has to be rung
t'nany times for tsills. This could be bec.ruse the rlld
litttt'r's irrt'rrtrirr'lv all tJead, an(l tlre lrew ()lles lr;rrrt'lret'tr
elected for tltrulities u,lriclr have little to t.lrr u,itlr effective
tcl,rcbultt"ltl()ll.

Irr the liaj1,a Sirtrhii, rrll tht'l'rr.sir]crrtiaI ttt't.ttittees
art' filnr stars, rr.lirr are often orr [ilrli slrotrtirigs. 1'lte

[rrcedont First Octr.,bcr-Decentber 2001
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designation of OSD, the kith and kin of ministers are

regarded as couduits for official busitress. Even
Vajpayee, who for years was supposed to be a bachelor;
sprang on the nation, after becoming Prime Minister,

a bonny and bouncing adopted family. Judging fronr
Tehelkagate, and the allegations of a Shiv Sena MP,
Mr. Ranjan Bhattacharya does enjoy power. Power by
proximity, without responsibility, is a dangerous thirrg.

lndia Loses a Potential Prime Minister
India has lost a poteutial Prime Minister, in the

death of Madhavrao Scindia, when his plane crashed,
on an election sortie. With him, went some of the
brightest youllg jourrralists in Delhi. It seems a queer
trick of fate, tl'rat both in the Congress and the BJP, the

nrost promising aspirants were cut off in their prirne:
Ilangarajan Kumaramangalam; Rajesh Pilot, now
Madhavrao. These are in the middle geueration, not
too young and not too old. The first would be

dismissed as lightweights, the second as people past
their prine. Rangarajan, Rajesh and Madhavrao were
comparatively young, middle-aged, capable of being
taken seriously irr terms of experience, and capable of
vibing with the youllg generatiou. Madhavrao's career

\^,as rlot entirely a straight line trajectory. He started
off with the BJP, passed on to the Congress, quit and
rejoirred it, after a spell in the wildemess when the

Hawnla scanl was being probed. He was accepted and
admired a a colnpetent nrinister, with au over-zealous
conscience; the n'rinor rnisl'rap in the Civil Aviation,

over which he resigned, did not need that dramatic
gesture. But his career graph, apparently so anchored
in success all the way, had its r-rps aud downs, which
did not spare him because he rvas royal.

The only nrean thirrg he seenrs to have done, vvas

to stand against Vajpayee in 1984. There are a fer.v

people, so crucial to the natiou's polity, that no one
should stand against them. Vajpayee is one such. I still
remenrber the exhausted look on his gaunt face when
he appeared on TV.

It was heartening to see Vajpayee, Advani and
Arun Jaitley, treating the loss, as if it had beerr that
of a senior ruling party member. Jaitley was sent to
escort the body in a special aircraft. Shakespeare's lines

are apposite to him: "Good Night, Sweet Prince, and

flights of angels sing thee to thy rest. Now cracks ir

noble heart ..."

Dr. Christian Bernard

I was sad to read about the death of Dr. Christian
l3emard, at the age of 78. The youltger generaticlu may
not even knoir', that he was the itrt'eutor of heart
transplant, working not in a prestigious University of
Western Europe, but in South Africa. A beautiful
country, riddled with race problems, at the time he did
the first heart transplant - if men'lory serves me correctly,
on a black rnan. The patient lived for 18 days, and then
11ied, as the t.rody rejectecl the trarrsplantt'cl orgirtt. Bttt

the begirrning had beeu urade. The heart, and as tiure
rverrt, other organs began to be transplanted, bringing
new hope to those who would otherwise have urost
certainly died. The problem of the body rejecting a
trarrsplant has been largely overcome by refinements
in the tecl'rnique of surgery; the development of
imnruno-superessive drugs, arrd better match of those

tlonarting a11 ()rgan to the recipiertt. But Christian
Br'rnard got there first.

I t'otlte ufr 1111.'" lrt()l'e dg(tillst tlie Plt,biertt trl t,.tel

thirrgs happenirrg to good people: His Surgical skills
iailed hinr, wheu he develtrped l{heutttatoid Arthlitis.
He continuecl to lecture n itlely. l3ut his perstual life

must have beerr unhappy - the brief rrewspaper reP()rts

on his death, metrtioued that he died altlrte, irt a hotel
roonl. Surely, he deserved better From Fate or Ctlcl,

that that ???

Dr. Christian Bernard

The lluman heart, an uncharted dourain,
Yor,r transplanted. Op.enirrg a Chafrter britt'e attd Ilt'tr'.
Mauy have since, followecl the trail 12e11 blazecl.

The credit for it, squarell' 1"t,t with yor.r,

Thanks to the piorreerirrg work you did,
Mauy who n'ere nnder senteuce of death,
Were given uew hope ... llew life, tl'ralrks to you.

Like Cod to Adan-r, you gave nlau life's breath.
The n'ork vott started did not rert.raitr still.
Others progressed the work that you had clone ...

Nerv drr.rgs, \'ttttr tcchtritlucs. trlilttst()lles ()11 the 
"vliy

Of the first barrier vou Lrrtrke itttcl n'otr.

Wlretht'r or not tlrel, 1r',',r11, gratr:ftrll_t'.
The hearts you tlzrde beat, are 1 51'1l1plrotr\'.
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west Asia : The Peace Process in Shambles
Nitin G. Raut

The political situation in
West Asia is once again volatile arrd
the violerrce on the West Bank and
in the Gaza Stripr shows no signs of
abating. In fact, the violer-rce has
intensified since December 2000
and the Arab-lsrael peace process
is today in shambles.

At the July 2000 Camp David
Sr.rmmit convened by the U.S.,
where President Clinton made a

desperate atteurp'rt to sew up a final
peace agreentent, the Oslo Peace
process which tvas gradually
moving, was suddenly sought to be
scuttled by Palestinian Authority
leader Yasser Arafat who showed
extren'le reluctarrce to arrive at a

pcace agreeurent through
compromise. Indeed, President
Clinton was at pains to point out
that the obstinacy of Yasser Arafat
u,as the reason for the failure of the
Camp David Sr,rmmit in July 2000.
lnstead of a gradual peace process,
what Arafat was den'randing in
effect was a return to the pre-l967
Six Day War border, full control of
East Jerusalem, insistence on the
riglrt of the Palestirrians to return to
lsriit-l (i.e. tltrse n'ho fled Israel in
l94ti and volved tct return clnly after
lsrael is wiped out) and without any
assrrrarlce of corrtaining the 'iehnd'
against Israel.

What made Arafat risk his
relations with the U.S. ar.rd
jeopardise' the Oslo Agreement?
[3eset by intenr;rI clisscrrsiclns witlrin
iris l'alestirrr.rtr Liberation
()rrianisatiorr (l'l-O) and clrallenge
to'his auihority from ihe Islamic
lelnd and Hntrtns extre,mists, he

deflected it by allowing a policy of
drift rvhich lvould propel him back
to the centrestage of Palestirrian
politics - a positiorr that is slipping
from him given the challerrges from
Islamic extremists. In short, he
rvanted to dictate the peace process.

The real reason for the
Palestinian' intit'nda' (uprising) was
the very fear of a peace settlenent.
For, had the Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations proceeded as per the
Oslo Peace Ap;reenrent and
subsequently the 1993 Camp David
Agreement between the
assassinated Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin and Arafat, the Wye
River Memorandnm and the
Hebron Agreement, the borders
between Israel and the Palestiniarr
State would have been legitimised
and the Palestinian Authority would
have been in a position to declare
their State on l3th September 2000.
Such an accord would have stolen
the thunder from the ' jelud'of the
Islanric Jehad and Homos extremists.
Arafat instead chose to sup with the
devil even if it meant delaying the
fornrati<rn of the Palestiniarr State.

The visit of Likud leader (the

present Prime Miuister) Ariel
Shiron to the Temple Mourrt in
Jerusalem was merely arr excuse for
the Islamic extremists to spark the
violence. Sharon's visit to the Mount
Tenrprle r.as uornral as the site is
clpeu to the public. Irr fact, the errerrts

preceding Sharon's visit show thatt
thele rvas a pl'ellleclitatecl ;,rltrn to
51[lrtage the West Asia pcacc
process. ['rior thereto, Aiafat
allcrwed the Islamic lehad and Honrls
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leaders to join the Palestinian
Authority Cabinet meetirrgs arrd
gave them a place in the decision-
making process. The two extrenrist
Islamic outfits have rejected any
peace accord with lsrael. And
indeed, Arafat had no explanation
for the glaring anamoly of
negotiating with lsrael and flirting
with the Islamic extremists. So
carefully was the intifadn planned
that among the many targets of
Palestinian Arab attack was Cilo -

a sotrthwestern suburb of Jerusalenr
- from the nearby Christiarr
dominated locality of Beit Jhala with
the expectatiou that a massive Israeli
retaliation against Beit Jhala would
affect Israel adverselv iu the
Christian world. On 6th October
2000, even the Jewish worshippers
were attacked at the Wailing Wall.

At the fug end of his
presidency, Clinton made proposed
that the Palestinians give up their
demand for resettling more thau
three million Arab refugees and
their descendants in Israel, in retunl
for Israel giving up control over the
disptrted Jerusaler"rr holv site. But at
the Alalr F-t,reigrr ivlinistcls rnectirrg
in Cairo on 4th Januarlr, f0Q1,
Arafat effectively torpedoed the
peace process by holding that the
return of refugees is a "sacred
right". Arafat knowing that Clinton
would be laying dowrr office orr 20th

Jantrarv 2001 , and the nerA/

Ileprrblican Presiderrt llush will take
alroul six nrclrrtlrs l.efrrre he catt
ac'ldress hinrseli to loreign policy
issttcs, acloptecl irir anrbivtrlerrt
approach so ai to make the issue of
violeuce his trtrnrp card in ftttttre
negotia tions.
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Ehud Llarak had made a bold
irritiative of offering 90'/o of the
West Barrk for a Palestinian State
and parts of Jerusalem for its
capital, but Arafat's rejection raises
serious doubts about the PLO's
quest for peace in West Asia. In the
light of Barak's magnanimity the
outbreak of violence appears to be
deliberate and orchestrated to keep
the West Asia car-rldron boiling.
Significantly ellough, a Palestinian
Authority high official Hasan
Asfour has said: "There can be
peace talks without an international
irrvestigation. Our people did not
die for notl'ring". It is a brazen
attempt to sidetrack the peace
process and make political capital
<lut of violence and killings.

It is thus difficult to envisage
a speedy end to tl're West Asian
crisis. Arafat has to rise above
internal Palestinian factionalism
and adopt a statesman-like policy
of peaceful co-existence orr a give-

and-take policy. If Arafat fails he
will be failing the Palestinian Arabs
more tharr anyone else.

The September 11 WTC
bombing by Osama bin Laden and
l'ris Al Queda terrorists and the
subsequent U.S. war agairrst their
Afghan patrons, the Taliban reginre,
has by a strange quirk of events
made the West Asia peace process
arr unn'itting target. Sensitive that
the war against the Talibarr is not
mistaken as a war against Islam, the
U.S. is drumning for support of
Arab-Muslim states. Aware that
radical Islarnic terrorism is as much
a threat to them, most of them
ranging fron'r feudal monarchies
like Saudi Arabia to semi-
democracies like Egypt, with the
exception of Libya and lraq, have
ralled around the U.S. tsut the
popular mood being violently anti-
U.S. and pro-Osama and Taliban,
these regimes are equally scared of
being toppled by radical Islamic

ielntli groups. And what better wav
to obfuscate the issue of global
terrorisnr and war against tlre
Taliban regime tl.ran by attributing
the U.S. support to Israel as a factor
that has derailed the West Asia
peace process. By linking the West
Asia peace process to the u,ar
against terroristn, the Arab Muslim
states are killing two birds with a

stone. It helps to placate l'rostile anti-
U.S. mood at horne aud signals to
the U.S. that there is a price tag for
its support to the U.S. anti-terrorisur
war. It is a policy no different fronr
Pakistan's Musharraf's support to
the U.S. in his game of olte-up
manship against India to derive
r-rrileage on Kashmir. The Arabs are
likewise exploiting their support to
the U.S. to derive advantage in
West Asia.

MR. NITIN G. RAUT is an advocate, a

freelance writer and a rnember of the
Advisory Board of Freedon Firct.
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Iran and I-f.S. : Time to Make Up!
Mohammad Firouzian

lmprovement of US relations with Iran is vital not only to ensure stability in
the region but also to better the prospects of US commercial interests in and

around Iran.

The interrrational community
has been watching with interest
how the lranians are pushing ahead
with democratic changes. By
electing a moderate President in
1997, a reformist Parliament in 7999
and by bringing back President
Khatami to power in 2001 the
people of Iran l'rave clearly shown
that they want reforms both
irrternally and in their external
relations. Iran's foreign policy,
particularly after 1997 when Khat-
arni assumed clffice, has favoured
an open door policy to the region
and the world. President Khatami
encourtrged cultural excharrges
Lretween Irarr and the United States
and asked the officials of the two
nations to meet in order to narro\ '
the differences betweerr the two
governnrertts. ]ran's moderate
sovernnrent has already succeeded
in improving relations with Britain
and Germany - two of Anrerica's
closest partners in Europe; with
japan lvhose economy is closely
linked to that of the United States;
.rrrcl rvith S.'rtrrli Aralria autl Kttu'ait,
whose large oil potential have
brought thenr close to the US. Iran
has concltrded security agreements
with both these states and, at the
sane time, improved her relations
with her other Arab neighbours ir-r

the l'ersian Gulf.

Finally, Klratanri's adrnini-
stratiotr lra:r trornralisr'..l lel.rtic''trs
rvith .\lgcri.r , thc state tl.rat onee
tlicrl to rnediate between Iran and
the US rltrling the hostage
t risis. Besides, Irarr is lt()!v ll'l()re

active than before in the region and
the world in a discernible rnanner.
Iran is one of the leading states in
the Islamic Conference, N.A.M. and
O.P.E.C. tl're three most important
global organizations that shape
politics in the developing world. The
history and culture of the potentially
rich and vast countries of Central
Asia and Caucasia are rooted in
Iranian civilization. The present day
commonalities are too obvious to
ignore. Thus, Iran can play a

prominent role in bringing stability
and peace and develop cooperation
an'rong nations in the region. For
irrstance, in Tajikistarr , it rvas lran's
good offices that helped resolve
differences and stop the civil war in
this country. Similarly, Iran's
n'rediatory efforts between Azer-
baijan and Arrnenia gained the trust
of those trr'o states and enhanced
the belief that Iran's interest lies in
bringing peace between her twc'r

neighbours.

Iran enjovs close ties with the
thret, r'rrajor stiltes oi Asia - Iir-rssia,
India and Clrina. All four states rlre
strictly opposecl to the political and
economic domination of the world
by a single state or a group of states,
misusing high techr-rology against
humanity and the environrnent;
they are also opposed to the evils
of fundanrentalism and terrorism
The1, unitedly opp.sed t^e
reer-rgtritiotr of thc l';riiLran in
Afg,haistan anrl strolrglv condenr-
ned its violent nature and
religirrus extremisnr. Iran, htrs good
rreithbourly relations rvith l'akistan
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and historical ties r,r'ith lndia, baser'l
on the belief that relations betweerr
these three states are like the arms
of a triangle closely interconnected.
This is why, Iran favours laying of
a gas pipeline to promote peace in
South Asia. The instability in
Afghanistan, has cost lran the loss
of both men and money. Iran has
to take firm steps to stop druB
sn'ruggling from Afghanistan via
Iran to the rest of the n'orld.

Today, increasing closer
relations between Iran and Egypt's
will prove to be a turning point for
regional as well as global peace and
security. Egypt is a key player in
the Arab-Israeli conflict in which
Syria and Jordan, the other main
states have friendly relations with
Iran. Thus close lran-Egypt relations
would pron'rote peace in the region.

Wherr we review the world
political scenario since the second
half of the 1970s , we realize that in
the 1980s the US has become a

stra tegic p.rrtner of CL)llrllrLrnist
China. At the same time, after the
collapse of the USSII, Americau
global diplomacy shifted its focus
to stra tegic cooperation with
Russia's transitional democracy and
India's traditional democracy irr
order to challenge Cotnmunist
China.

l{owever the US, despite
havirrg differcrrce's with China ant]

even with Russia, continttes to
ruraitrtain goctd relatiotrs u'ith both.
l rr the sa nre \va y, Irtr rt's critica l
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dialogue with the European states
which are now moving towards
constructive relations and also her
close ties with other major powers
like Russia and China, compel the
US to normalize her relations with
Iran, at least in a manner that she
currently has with China.

A critical dialogue between
Iran and America on social and
cultural issues and current prob-
lems in the Middle East and in the
Persian gulf region could possibly
pave the way for the US to help in
Irarr's progress. The prerequisite is
that tl-re Americans shed false
suspicions about Iran's military
progralnmes. Iran's security con-
cerns for making the Persian Gulf
a peace zone, without the military
presence of outside powers could
L're highlighted in consonance with
sinrilar US objectives. In fact, witl'r
Iran firmly pursuing a policy of
ddtente, the Persian Gulf no longer
needs US military involvement. The
US could achieve its goals by
sinrply persuading the Sheikhs of
the region to cooperate witl'r Iran in
security matters.

Taking into account the
Eu ropean competition irr
developing trade and investment in
Irau, as well as the Japarrese
intention to invest in Iranian oil
projects, the American oil
companies sense that any further
delat'ir.r makiug investr.nerrts irr lran
n'ould be to their disadrrantage. A
dir-r'rirrishing US positiorr in Iran in
the lclng term would affect both
bilateral and global interests.
Geographiclly Iran connects the
Eurasian Continent to tl're Persian
Gulf, is located in the heart of the
Silk-route, lies between the Caspian
Sea and the Persiarr Gulf arrd is a

tlilt,ct, etrrrveriierr[, safe arrcl lrseIr-rl

frassag,e linking Sor-rth Asia and the
Far East rvith Europe. lt also
eonnects varior-rs Asiarn regiorrs suclr
rrs West Asia, Cerrtral Asia and
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South Asia. lmprovement of US
relations with Iran is vital not only
to ensure stability in the region but
also to better the prospects of US

commercial interests in and aroulld
Iran. By virtue of her very location,
Iran is likely to enjoy her exclusive
advantage as a transit point for
goods and energy. It looks forward
to get technical and financial help
from the industrialized countries to
promote her economic wellbeing,
particularly in the field of oil and
gas, to develop trade with geograp-
hically contiguous states of the
region and invest in their industrial
projects.

Postscriot:

Tl're new trends in Iran's
foreign policy have made it neces-
sary to resolve differences and
show more tolerance. This has
raised hopes for fruitful colla-
boration. It is believed that with a

new approacl'r both lran and Ame-
rica can beconre fruitful partners in
the region. Many positive steps
have been taken in this direction;
horvever bold initiatives are
needed. The United States has tried
to remorre the wall of distrr.rst. The
US ackuorvledgement of her mis-
lnallagellrellt of her foreign policy
towards lran in the past, parti-
cularly her role to stop lran's
deurocratic reforrns in 1953, indicate
a positive trend. America's decision
to alltrrv the inrprort of non-oil
products like carpets, caviar altd
dry fruits frorn Iran rvas the other
healthy n'love.

For its part Iran too should
drop its position, that US, being far
from the region, should not evince
any irrterest in the region's politi<'s.
Itealities dictate that the rvorld is rrot
uniPol;11, it is irrtercorurectecl antl
irrterclel:rendent , arrd ever)' c()ulttr)'
could ;rromote pcace, progress and
stalrility in its orvn u'iry'. I3oth lran
ancl US shor.rld no longer allorv the
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Arab-lsrael issue to interfere in the
renewal of political contact between
them.

At this juncture the imme-
diate interests of both Iran and the
United States are closely linkecl.
The United States must take into
account Iran's views about
Afghanistan's future.

In fact, the US operatiorr
against the Taliban - the enemv of
both Iran and US - is justified. Hon'-
ever there is genuine anxiety among
the Iranians whether the US would
continue to play an active role in
helping stop tl're fundamentalist
expansion in Central Asia, West
Asia and South Asia.

Iran worries that if the US
favours the dominanace of the corr-

servatives in Afgl'ranistan it n'right
keep Iran in a troubled situation for
a long time. Realities indicate that
along with the promotiorr of
Afghanistan's stability, the security
concerns of l'rer neighbours should
be considered carefully.

If the war takes a long time
and US land strikes in Afghanistan
force the terrorists to take shelter in
places outside Afghanistan, thus
spreading thc' theatre of the war in
the region to say, Chechniya or
Kashmir, this would give an
opporttrnitv to some regional actors
to urisuse tire fnndanrent.rlist
danger for their own beuefit. Tcr

avoid this, the United States has to
take the side of Afghanistan's
Nortl'rern Alliance and cooperate
with Iran, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
and India.

'l'he nhouc tttrts turitten nuch lt,lttre tltt coettts ol

Septenther 11 lending to lht'tutr irr Aigltntislrrn.
7'fuis lrrrslsr'ti1r1 llurtltrt veks lrt ltrittv lltis trtirlt
tLlt-to-lntt'. - ltlZ

l\{ILN{OIIANIIUAD I;IIIOUZIAN is a I'h.D.
strrdcnt at thc Ccntrt'for llrrrasirn Sttrdics,
Univcrsity of N{rrnrbai. [{e can be reached
at f i rorrzian@yahoo.cout.



It's not as thbugh we have anfwhere else to go.

She is our only home. If she dies, we die.

Already, we have stripped her of her forests.

Polluted her air and water. Blasted a gaping hole in

her delicate protective atmosphere.

If we continue to live the way we do now, then

by the year 2025, aboutT5o/o of her rain forests will

be wiped out. Over 50,000 species will be extinct.

40% of her fenile land will be barren. Her rivers and

seas will turn toxic. I{er weather patterns will spin

out ofcontrol.

But if enough concerned, aware people act now,

there is still hope. And what is called for is not

heroic but rathervery simple.

Check your equipment and your processes

regularly. Recycle waste products. Use technology

that's environmentdly sustainable. On an even

more basic level, don't leave a tap running when

you're not using it. Don't leave lighs on when

there's no one in the room. \flrite on both sides of a

sheet of paper. Check your vehicle regularly.

Recycle old plastic bags. Pool your car.

Such simple things, we can all do them. We can

all teach our children to do them.

Stan today. Because tomorrow, we may not

have a planet left to save.
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building steam engineering and control

instrumentation solutions that work for process
industry. But we're proud of much more than just
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creating a progressive work culture that uniquely

puts people first.

Creative contributions for organisational
competitiveness and productivity, is a way of life at

Forbes Marshall. We encourage employees to
share experiences, to achieve the competitive

edge. People participation is the only way we can
become industry's best choice to better harness

their steam, air and water.
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Reviewed by
Itrofessor R. V. Chari, retired Professor of Commerce and

Management and a freelance writer.

On Januarv 25, 1996, Mr.
Homi M. Seervai, Advocate General
of Malraraslrtra fronr 7957 to 1974,
had jrrst comprle'ted the third and last
volume of "Constitntiorral Law' of
lrrdia". On January 26, lte prassed

awal' quietlv. Very abll'editecl b_v

Mrs. Feroza Seervai, this book pre-
sc'rrts to the public for the first tinre,
Honri Seervai's lectures, essays, let-
ters and tributes to son'le of the
eminent and distinguished larvyers.
The n'ritings clearly reflect the pre-
ciseness and erudition of Mr.
Seervai. We are told that the rranre
"Seervai" l)realling like that of a

lion, rn'as confirmecl on one of his
ancestors, rvho, when called upon
to kill a lioness that rvas terrorizing
tlrat area, first noke it up and then
Lillt,tJ it rvitlr l sinr;lt: strrrke of his
sn ortll 'l'lris revierv attenpts to dis-
cuss a ferv of the topics fronr the
trook.

lrr 19t11, in a detailed letter
addressed to the Chief Justice of In-
dia alrout the adrlinistration of
f 
trstit:e, he depkrred arrcl clt'precated
tlre clelay in tht clisposal oi the vari-
()Lrs c.lses ['rt'nclint irr thc SuIr'1'y11*
Crrurt. lVlr Seervai attlibtrtecl sevel'al
reas()ns for thc cicl.rt'. lrirstll', lrt: fclt
that tlre Cotrnsels soiight acljt'rrtrrr-
ttteut l:ronr the (]rtrrt frtr verV flir.rrst'
rcas()lrs st.t titrg thtt t thcr' \\'ere eri-

gaged in other courts or n'ere ill,
which was acceptecl arrci acliourn-
mellts granterl, corrtrary to the
express prrovision irr the aurerrded
0.17llulc I. N{r. St'en'ai classifie'd ad-
jourrrurents into two types - opeu
artci corrcr.alecl. ln thc concealed atcl-

jotirnnrent, Counsel fclr tl're
Ilespr-rllcig111 nrav file a verY skirnpY
brief, rvithcrut details, leadiug to
delav.

A secorrcl rc;lson for the c-le-

lav is drre to the Jtrdge himself. lrr
the case of Needle Indr,rstries, u'hen
the secorrd hearing n'as in proSress,
the presiding Judge kept the case irl
abevance, so that he could leacl a

delegation to the ILO. The case
dragged on for nore than a year,
carrsing lrealt-l.urrrs to all tht. Prr'-
ties, tvliit:lt lrael to b. .lltelrhetl su a>

rrot rritinte the atnrosphere. I-le also
narrates a t1'prical case of a11 aLii()urn-
nretrt inrrolving the Covernnrerrt of
Ilajastharr simply because the Conn-
sel from the Suprenre Court could
not visit ll.aiasthan, as he rvas busv
in Neu' I)t'lhi! Strch delaverj juclge-
ntents hac-i tn.o 61r1159rlueltces.
Firstl_r,, Fl islr (lorrrts rvhete si rrrilar'
t:ast,s Ir:rt't'[reerr lileti rr,orr lti lrt:
te rtrPted to po5[pro;1I' tht' jr-rclgcrrrt'nt.

Secondlv, ',;ital argtrniellts nlaV he
<'r'erlooked or glosscrl ()\,(,r ()r c()nl-

l.l,'lt'lv trtisst',1 lr'.rtlirrt lt' ;l rt'\'ie\r'
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petition by the agp;rieved party.

The third reasoll merrtioued
by Mr. Seen,ai pertains to the de-
laf in filling trp'r vacaucies causeci

due to retireulent, resignation, de.rth
or transfer of the judge. It is a rvell-
known fact that Covernnrerrt
rnachinerv lras alrt'avs been velv
slow in moving, resulting in untolci
harassment to the litigant. Iliten
Dalal, the Mumbai share broker n,as

accusecl of issuirrg four tlucl chetlues
for lts.27 cr()res, Its.14.50 crcrt's, lis.
I7 cr<lres and I{s.'l9.95 crores, in
1991. The Special Court Judge, Shri
Variava, found Dalal guiltv uncler
Sec. 138 of tl're Negotiable Instru-
nrents Act ar-rd corlvicted hiur,
sentencing hinr to olle year Il.l. as

rvr:ll as firt,'otr .APril 3{), 1c)c)1 11 1,1, 'L
eight lorrg ;'e.irs lor tltt' r.tsr trr lrt
taken at tlre apex court. ln its ecli-
torial, tlre Ecorrortric Tirlcs says: "1'he

net restrlt of the entire eprisorle is
that, what was in any case a little
more than token retribution for the
rvorst securities scam in the natirrrt's
Itistorl', lras lreetr nrlrbt'cl oI er','tt its
s)rnrbolic valtte."

'I ltt' sirtnt- \'1r.,\\'\ .lrc t'r'itr,trl
[.r'5hri \1. l.l. l(rislrn.r Ivt'r'ilr lris rr't'll
lvritten, 1,r',1-part article iir Tlrc
Hirtltt tti {. arrtl 7 ..\rrgrrst, 2t)(}1. .\l-
tt'r' tiealirtg rr'ith virritrtts .ts1rtr.-ts, llt

1:i



says: "The supremacy of the iudi-
ciary makes the PrornPt
appointrrent of the'robed' brethren
a rnatter of grave concern and ur-
gent attention. Chaos in the cosmos,
entropy in society and mayhem on
human rights may well be the
macro-lawlessness that may explode
if courts are mute and judges un-
available. According to him, of the
600 sanctioned iudges' posts, about
150 are vacant, since no appoint-
ments have been made leading to
a lot of fretting, fuming and fulmi-
nations by the bar.

Mr- Seervai, then takes up the
case of iudges accepting invitations
for lunch and dinner. He comes
down in the strongest terns, con-
demning, according to him, this
reprehensible, unethical, anroral
practice, stating this should stop
forthwith. The idea of throwing a

party wherein judges and emineut
dignitaries are roped in, is to cre-
ate all irnpression with the litigants
that the Counsel is not only well-to-
do, but can also pull strings as and
when required so as to get a

favourable judgement. He feels that
the atterrtion of the judge should be
drawn to impress upon him, the
undesirableness as well as tl're incal-
culable harm that rnay be caused in
the dispensation of justice and the
public opprobrium that may follow
once the judgement is delivered. He
narratc.s his experierrce: "I have re-
fused at any tinre to eutertaiu a

judge though l was called upon by
the Chief Justice of Bombay, Mr.
Justice Chainani to do so... Recently
it was suggested to me that a Judge
of the Suprenre Court, who wauted
to see me should be given a party.
I refused to do so, but made a cour-
tesy call on the Judge wheu he was
irr Bcmbav."

Wherr in 1957, the Setalvad
Law Conrr.rrissiorr rvas collstitrited,
N4r. l{onri Seervai had an ctprportu_

46

nity of voicing his views before the
Commission. He made a fervent
plea for enhancing the etuoluments
of the judges, so as to dissuade them
from rerrdering legal cor'rsultancy
services or practicing in the courts,
which he feels is a highly retrograde
step, seriously affecting the dignity,
prestige and independence of such
a high office. Also the frequent in-
tervention in the argurnents in trial
courts and courts of appeals by the

fudges affects the litigants, the bar
and the public. This does not find
favour with Mr. Seervai. He quotes
from the iudgernent in Jones 7s.
National Coal Board: "a judge who
intervened too much could drain a

cause of all joy from the point of
view of the advocate wlto, whether
l're l'rad won or lost the case, came
out of the court an exhausted per-
son. .. The Judge's part in all this is

to hearken to the evidence only...
asking questions of witnesses when
it is necessary... to make up his
mind where the truth lies.. beyond
tl'ris he... assunes the robe of att
advocate."

Continuing his evidence be-
fore the Setalvad Commission he
deplores the attitude of the authori-
ties regarding the assignment of
cases to judges. He feels that some
times cases come up where the
judge is not familiar with the rules
and procedures placing a lleavy
burden on him. He cites as ar1 ex-
an'rple a case pertaining to reverlue
laws being handled by a Judge who
possessed exter,sive knowledge of
crinlinal laws, Under such circum-
stances it becomes a labourious task
for hiur to go through the case.

Conling to a lighter topic, Mr.
Seervai was quite proficient in En-

glish literature, especially poetry
and hari tlie Ln.rek ol tnt'uroriz.ittl;
sonre oi tlre finest p()er1rs jtrst for the

sheer pleasure that irafforded. He

says: "Frour tl"re time I was a sttrderrt
till today, p-roetrv has beerr a soLlrcc
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of joy and pleasure, of solace and
comfort and, at times of inspiration
and strengthened resolve." He
quotes John Stuart Mill: ',What
made Wordsworth's poem a nredi-
cine for my state of mind, was that
they expressed not urere outrvard
beauty but states of feeling, and of
thought coloured by feeling, under
the excitement of beauty. Thev
seemed to be the very culture of the
feelings, which l was in cluest oi. lu
them l seemed to draw from a sense

of inward joy, of synpathetic and
imaginative pleasure, which cotr ld
be sl'rared in by all hunran beings;
which had no connection with
struggle or imperfecticln, but would
be made richer by every inrprove-
ment in the physical or social
condition of n'rankind, From them
I seerned to learn wl'ut would be the

perennial sources of happiness,
when all the greater evils of life shall
have been removed. And I felt my
self at once better and happier as I

came under their influence."

Mr. Honri Seervai, thett, re-
fers to the writings of Sir Arthur
Quiller-Couch, who irr his preface
to tl're Oxford Book of English po-
etry says: "But writing in 1939, I anr
at a loss to do witl'r a fashirtn ol'

norose disparagen'renU of sneering
at things long by catholic consent
accounted beautiful; of scorning at
'man's uncontrollable mind' and
hanging up (without berrefit of lar"tn-

dry) or,rr coulnloll htrmanity as a rag,

on the clotl-res-line. Be it allowed that

these present times are dark. Yet,
what are our poets of use - what
are they for - if tl'rey cannot hearten
the crew with auspices of daylight?"

As an active Presiderrt of the

Peoples Union for Civil Liberties in
Munrbai, Mr. Seervai ttsed to attend
Itrost ol the tneetiugb cis rvell il5

devote srrttre titrte in ltis chanrbers

for the Executive Committee' T'he

book inclucles his speech tlelivered
rrrr Atrgtrst 2ll, lr)82. l'raising Slili



Arutr Shourie, olt whom the
Magsaysay Award was conferred,
he says: "....... We have in our midst
a distinguished man rvhont no
alvard, no inducemellt, no office can
seduce from the path of duty." In
fact, the speech is about the I{ule of
Larv, which runs irrto something like
fifteen pages. A law was passed irl
England, rvhereby a person wl'ro
rrrakes a petitiorr for Habeas Corpus
must be produced before the Judge.
The Jr"rdge had to colrsider the urat-
ter immediately and if the writ is
inrproperly refused, a penalty of
I'c'rr,rrrcls 500 was imposed on him.
As agairrst this, he cites the case of

Mrs. Mrinal Gore, rvho rvas de-
tained in a block witl'r trvo inrnates

- a female lunatic and a leper! When
the Chief Justice enquired of Mr.
Seervai, he recited a poern, com-
posed by an intellectual who was
thrrln'n in the gaol, during the
Emergency, as follows:

I knorv not rvhether the Lar,r's be
right,
Or whether Larvs be wrong,
All that we know who lie in goal,
Is that thc'wall is strong;
And cacir day is like a year,
A year'*'hose days are long.

Finally, coverinp; some

trventy pages/ the author pay-s rich
tributes to eminent lawyers like Dr.
K.M. Munshi, Justice M.C. Chagla,
Justice S.R- Tendolkar, Sir Ntrsser-
vanji Engineer, Motilal Setalvad,
Justice P.t3. Ganjendragadkar, and
Sir Janrsl-redji Kanga.

Printed orr excellent paper,
lvith readable type, and very nrocl-
erately priced at I1s.350, this bexrk
is a nrust for errerybody, rvho lvishes
to know the many facets of the life
and character of a jervel of a person
called Ilomi Seervai-

SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND CHANGE-
Volume 5. Religion and l(inship.
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Sage I'ublicationslndia l)rivate Linrited, 32 M-illock Market,
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Reviewed by
Mrs. Sunran Oak, retired lecturer in English and a freelarrce rvriter.

l'his is the fifth and the last
volurne of the forty four essays
u'ritten by Prof. Srinivas' friends
ancl students. The central theme is
Religiort and Kinship. It explores a

new area in Sociology and Social
Antlrropolog)', of 1'hicl Prof.
5r'ittir'.is laid the lor-rnd;rtion rvlietr
lris book Rc/lgion nnd Society aruong

tlrc Cortrgs of Soutlt India was first
pr,rblished. His ideas spill over a

boundless canvas opening new
fields of sociology using innovative
methocls. This book is a testimony
r'tf hr.rrv far have the seeds solvn by
I)rof. Srinivas spread ancl have
Lrrrrrre frrrit reuarrdirrg relirriorr arrri
kins lr ipr.

Tlre first t\vo essavs are ()ll
Siklrisnr - Siltltisnr nnd Islarrr: A

Structurnl Arnlysis ancl Sil</ri-snl arrrl

Casfe. Tlre first essay is a discourse
of history as rvell as a structural
analysis of the ideology of Sikhism.
Uberoy points out the distinctive
features and gives a general outline
of Sikhisnr. Tlris religion elicits
slr.rlp so, i.tl L(rllsLi()tlsrl!'s5
especially since Cnru Arjurr and
Gurtr Golrirrd Singh, collcern for the
lou'liest and the lost, and a

protestant attitude tolvards all
kinds of sham arrd sliibboleth in
religion, society and politics. It is
thr.rs distinct both fror-rr Hinduisnr
and Islanr, the tr,vo r-riairr religiotrs
pfrr\/irielrt in Incliir;rt tlrat titne. lt
giive il sinrpie ancl ciirect uressage:
llu'rt' is ottltl ()nc Cctd ntt,l llc is lt' irc

renclted tltrortqlt no inlenrrrdianl priests

hul tlrortglr ottc's orprt prnycrs orttl o
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simple routine oi ltortcst c'ffirrls. lts
eqr,rally simple and clirect nrission
was the rejection of all external
forms and practices of religiorrs;
meaningless rites arrd rituals, base
and degrading social abuses and
practices, acceptallce of diqnitv of
nrirnual laLror anel tl r:rr;'ing all
clistinction tretween rich and pottr.
Uberoy p;ives an acc()Llnt of l.rorv the

nrcssage and nrjssi()ll \\'ere
institutionaiized and built into a

powerful religious organizatiolr,
through the leadership of the
charismatic Curus.

Cttrrt N.ttrak reeotrlttretr.lt'tl
tlte lilr ol a ltottsr:ltolcl t't .ltlti .t

\\'orkiltE iltilll,ltlrl ltr)t tll{)ll,l\li(
ascetisDl, ior salt'ati<tn. He eVeu
c'lisowtretl his olvtr strtt vr'lto ilacl
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rerlollllced this lvorld. This smacks
of tlre C/rnrzuak Dorslnn of old. But
in contrast with Cftarzock, Nanak
founded a llew religion rvith firm
beliei in One Cod. Sikhism followed
tlre Snnt tradition and Bhnkti
movernent and successfully
converted it intcl a moderu
nrovemeut of social protest and
critical refornt.

Uberoy also gives a historical
accrlr.rrrt of l.rorv Cobind Singh,
L'relieved to have been brought up
in a Hindu milietr arrd becoming a

devotee of Goddess Durga,
t'rpposed Islam arrd hon' the
deaclliest feuds between Sikhs arrd
Muslinrs - i.e., between illiberal
Murslim opinion and imperial
Mughal persecution on the one
hand and the inherently warlike
peasantry of the Jats on the other -
as supposed bv severrrl historians,
arose. He maintains that even the
Hindu feuclal hill rajas had opposed
Sikhism arrd there is much nlore
sirlilaritt' L-retrr'een Sikhism and
Islam at a deeper cultural level than
nreets the eye, despite the fact that
the majority of Sikhs are converted
llirrrlus arrcl Sikhism has borrowed
nranv philcrsophical and religious
ideas like rebirth and nroks/rc from
the Hirrdus. Sikhism has effectively
brought the three spheres of
religion, society and politics together
n,hich the other two religions -
I-linduism and Islam - could not do.

L,ike ljr.rcl.lhisnr and Jainisnr,
Sikhisnr originatecl as a reaction to
ritualism ancl caste practices of the
Hindu religiorr. But all these
irrdigenous religions as also Islam
and Cl'rristianity, could not remain
ir-nmune to the influence of
tlinduisnr atrd otrsen'e certain castt:
restrictiotrs ancl prractices. l'rof.
Srirrivirs lrad defirrcd the caste
svstenl tts t ltcrt'd itttrrl, ctrdo;1tttrttttts,

rtsuillv Irtctlizt'd S, ()l{1, /r,rliirl(
lrorlitionnl ns.srrcinliorr tp'ith nn
oc<-ttltrttittrt ortd n pnrtit:rtlnr yositit tr itt

tlra locnl lriararclnl of c'tstt,s. The caste
grolrps are lrot localized ally rnore
due to industrialization alrd
urbanization and also have lost
rnuch of the traditional association
rvith anv prarticular occtrpation. The
hereditarv and endoganrous
character of the castes remairr irrtact
even among the Sikhs. Relations
betr,r'een castes operate not only ir1

terms of purity and pollution but
also in terms of ect-rnoutic and
political power and numerical
streugth. Although Sikhism rejects
all notiorrs of purity and pollution
as rvell as the l'rierarchv of the caste

systel'r'l at the ideological level, at the
grassroots level holvever, caste
differentiation does exist. The
econon'rically and politically
porverful Jat Sikhs enjoy high rank
within the regional and village
social structure. Similarly there is a
caste like distinction betn'een the
Kesl'rdharis and non-Keshdharis.
Most Jats are Keshdharis, i.e., true
Sikhs. In villages rvhere Sikhs
predominate castes such as Jat,
Kamboh, Tarkhan and others based
on occupations still prevail. Raja

Jayaraman discusses all tliis and alscr

how Sikhism assimilated the basic
doctrines of both lIindr.risur and
lslanr, enlarE;ed and deeperred their
rneaning in his essay Sikftism and
Cnste.

In her critique of
Ramaclnritafttanasa, Veena Das
5,l1prvs htrrr' the ciialtrgut's lretrr'ectt
the characters are an externalizrrtion
of the inrrer dialogue of the self,
betweerr its ma le prole of
signification and its fer.nale pole of
signification. She gives a number of
ir'rteresting pieces of iuformation like
the chan6;e irr the orcler of yrr.gas

since it L'recanrt' rlL'cessar)/ that lianra
lre born earlier than his title atrd
tlrere iore the Trclrl yrrlio rvltich trtrtht
to Lre thc tl.rircl yugir becaItrt' tlrt'
srrc( )n(i.; t I re tlt tt rlrlt' st.t ttcl tt t', I s oI t ltt'
patriarclral socit:tv n,hetr Sati rtas
rt'rrorrncecl bv Shiva for cloul-rtirrr;
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ivhetlier Raura rvas reallv a rlivirre
irrcarnation, etc. Tiris doubtiug voice
is often that of a fenrale in Tulsidas,
Rnnwcharitamanlsa, be it Sati, Umir
or Marrthara ar-rd orrly occasiritrallr,'
that of a nrale, Bharac'lwaja. TIte
nrale voice is assertirre trt,irrg to
maintain law, believing in tire
absolr"rteness <ti tlrc WorLl . The female
voice is dolvrt to earth, rrot bouncl
by the lart', elicits desire ancl 'tlocks
at the carefullv createcl rvorlcl of
orcler which dettth so gleefrrlly'
disrupts.'

Emrys L. Peters explains the
corrcept ctf Barakn arorrnd which all
the day to day activities and ritr.rals

of tl're Bedouins of Cyrenaica are
lvovell. Baraka to sonre extent akirr
to the Daiai Snmpatti i.e., the divir"re
virtues inherited by' certain people
at birth, as described in the lihagarari

Ceettr. But the source of Brrralrn is not
just these chosen mell or families.
According t() one Be,louin saying,
857o of Baraka is in the wool on the
t-rack of the sheep, 1()% irr the grain
and 57o in the honest traders. Br.rt

these 5 parts are runrring loose iu
the world since there are uo honest
traders. Holv this corrcept of Baraka
nrakes the life of these'simple pco;rlc
tolerable ancf at tinres e\rr'r'\

enioyable in the harsh surroundirrgs
(present day Libya) atrd hor.r' the
families with Baraka are revered by
the people despite their unsavory
politics, makes interesting reading.

An indivicluarl r,vhile tacing
risks and dangers, is confrorttecl
u'ith a set of do's and don'ts and tl're
colrsequent penalties and rerr,ards
according to his changing sr>cial

environnrent as lve move frttlrr the
prinritive to Ihe rnodertt'risk
sor:ietr,r'. Tlttt Socioltlgists' task is ttr
altalvze this etrvirotuttetrt ancl the
process tlrat structtrrt:s; it. Nlary
[)otrglas irt lrer brit'f essay traccs thtl
ll',tttslrrl ltl(ltiult ol lltt' itlt:.ls ttl'

clanger arrd tht' 116[ilrtrs of risk intr.r

itlt'as of l.rtrlltr tiotr
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Most of the essaYs in this
L.ook are rtrritten by specialists for
the attention of other sl'recialists and
the jargorr tnakes it difficult for lay

L)ersons to urrderstand then'r. I(. D.

Gangrade's essav however is a rtery
dort'r'r to earth account of his
prersonal experience as to how
decisions are taken and crises
lrandled by the Knrta - the authority
in a joint family, usually a senior
nrost nrale nrernber. He describes
horv his elder daughter's rnarriage
did take place on the Mahurat,
despite a serious accident he met
r,r'ith iust two days earlier. The way
his family, his kin, workmates and
professional colleagues helped him,
illustrates the advantages of the joint
families when one has to face
adverse circumstances.

Leela Dube in her essay
Conflic t anrl Compromise: D eaol u tion
anrl Disposal of Property itt a

Mntrilinesl Muslim Society, gives an
account clf how in some societies
trvo mutually contradictory sets of
mles are sin-rultaneously accepted.

l'he traclitir'lnal propertl, lar.s based

on matrilirreal kinship of tl-re

inhabitants of Lakshadweep islands
are subsurned in the legal code of
their new Faith, Islam that is
decidedly patrilineal. She gives a

historical and sociological account
of the fascinating amalganl of two
differerrt cultures- the Tarawad
Culture of nrainland I(elala ruled try
the Hindu Rajas and the Islamic
ctrlture of the later Muslim rulers.
The essay also shorvs how it affected
the legal systeln of iuheritance of
ancestral property in this queer
cultural fusion.

Irr his essay, Hyper ganry and
Hypo gamy in Pre-Modern Keraln,
Paul Hockings and W.D.Merchant
address the issue, important for the
feminist corlcern, viz., the adverse
sex ratio in Kerala. Despite being
the most literate state in India, there
is a heavy excess of n'rales over
females in the Brahmitr commuuity
of Kerala. Tl'rey reveal the fact that
this disparity manifests only after
tlre age <tf 17, wl'ren rnost of the
Indian girls are married off and is

balanced by a corresp'ronding excess
of fer"nales over males in the Nayar
coumunity. They explain how the
unusually coruplex pattem of iuter-
caste mnrriages of pre-modern
Kerala in the nratrilineal Nayar aud
the patrilineal Nambudiri Brahmin
castes, gave rise to concr.rbinage,
polyandry and hyper gamv arrd is
responsible for the unnsnari
demographic phenomenon. Tlrev
provide plentv of statistical clata
including a schematized nroclel of
nonnal n'rarriage arrarrgenrerrts irr
pre-modern Kerala.

All these essays, with the
exception of the orle ()n Barakq,
although covering different and
apparerrtly disconnectecl topics,
throw light on pluralism and
dialogue prevailing in Indian
culture, and are important for
understanding the traditions of
Indian society.
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If there is one lranian
Zoroastrian in recent tinres
rvhose life and tinres rreeds to be
recorc'leci ior posterity, it is Dr.
F'arhartg Mehr. L1'lnh M. Alplronse,
grancl tlatrghter of Inclia's iir:;t !'arsi
\\'()nrillr N4cnrbcr of I'arliamcnt 1"1rs.

Iioclir Mistrl, hirs clone a sigrral
selu'ice by proviclinll us tvith an
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authentic biography of tl'ris great
n1a11 errtitled Triurnph Oaer
Discrintirn tior. Throughout his long
arrd illustriolls career, he had kr fight
rvith all his nright against the
linlitatiorts irttti t'trslt it-ti()ns inrI)( iseLl

L.), thc atrthoritie:; on non-l\1uslittrs.

TIr Lilt' S)ttu tl tti L,r,:ltnn;q N4,"t,r
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depicts effectively how by dirrt of
sheer ability, integrity, honesty, grit
alrd deternrirratictn, he steaclfastly
tvorkcd lris wav [l[r tl)e lldder ol'

firnrt:, inspitt' rrf itrtrtttrterable odds.

Farharrg had a brilliant
schtllastie recorci. At the end of liis
sirtlr \.t'.tl ilt srlttrtrl, ltt'sttroti fil'st



irr the entirc ctrrrntr\'. That brought
.rb()ut a rttonrentous meeting rvith
lleza Shah Pahlavi which eventually
transformed Dr. Mehr's life. He rvas

arve insp-rired rvhen the Shahenshah

;rresented him tl're coveted prize.
The rrr igh tv nrona rch ha d a

charismatic personality which
radiateci strerrgtir aud power. He
rvas tall, vvell-built and had deep
peuetrating eves. All this had a

lastirrg impression on the yollng
nran's mind. Ileza Shah's mission in
life rvas to nrodernise the ancient
land. It is something which
fascirrated the youthful Mehr.

When youugsters go i' for
hi gher ec-l uca tion, i t of tell
happens that tliey land up being
square pegs in round holes, for
a variety of reasons and Farhang
Mel'rr was no exception. As he
recalls, "Mv father used to tell
nre 'there is nc'r use going into
l3qr, beause yoLr cannot enter
judiciary. You can only be an
ineffective advocate. In politics,
they rvorr't accept you irr the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; tl'rere
is only one Zoroastrian
representative itr the Parliau'rent,
so it is better to become a

ruredical cloctor or an engineer'."
But iu his heart of hearts, Mehr
had a flair for Law and Politics.
So, to prlease his father and also
to follow his own aptitude, Mehr
studied arrd later graduated both in
Engineering and in [,an'!

Dr. Mehr has had fron his
chilclhood days an abiding faith
irr the teachings of Spitama
Zarathttstra, the ['r'ophet of
Arrcient Iran which has stood him
iu good stead through the
vicissitudes of time. l-Ie is a

prolific writer ancl h;rs rvritteu
extensivcly on Zoroastlian religirln
,rrrtl ilr]tlr r',: arirl iraci crrntliblrterl
int isive .rr ti,.lt's to tire t'ietirritrvtr
work .4rr Introtluction to the Gathai'
rI l.rrrrttlttrs!trr. I le lerveutlv lrelievetl

thirt rvith their gloritrr"rs cultrrre ancl
histor-v, Zoroastriarrs canuot
continue to remairr second-class
citizeus irr their fatl'rerland.

He is a gold lt'line of
irrformation ou religious subjects
arrd though he is a man of
prirrciples and has the courage
of his convictiorrs, Farhang Mehr
is the great corrcilliatrlr vvhr'r

brings people of totally divergent
views together to resolve even the
knottiest of problems.

It is very pertinent to focus
on Dr. Farhang Mehr's lnatLlre
observations on a burning topic
of discussiorl an'longst Zoroastrians
around the globe and it would be
in the fitness of things to quote
relevant extracts:

"ln matters clf conversion
arrd the acceptance of children
of nrixed nrarriages, Iranians are
more liberal and open-minded
than Parsis ... After I migrated
to the U.S, I noticed that the
situation has only worsened. People
become emotional over these issues
and do not listen to reason. Dialogue
has no significance to Zoroastrians
in Diaspora. There are differences
betrveen conervatives, refonners
and traditionalists and whatever.
This is a rnatter that I think
should seriously be addressed if
\^'e are interested in unity and
solidaritv <lf tlre conrmunitv. It
is rrtrsolutely essential ior us,rs
we enter the next millerrnium.
We nrust have vision and be realistic
in our decisions. The ean'lest interest
shown bv Zoroastrian youth in lran
aud in North America in their
religion is prronrising and shows that
our religious aud ctr'ltural heritarge
rvill surrrive the nrisuncle-rstand ings
ilnLl vari()us ideillogicaI corrflicts alrti

PI()P.lt.lllrla. "

I)urin.g'the reginre of
N'lohanrured Reza Shah ['zrhlavi, [)r.
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Mehr rvas .",irtually the right lt:lnci
nran of the Shah and reached
heights llever before attainecl bv a
Zoroastrian in lran. He lvent ori irr
beconre Irarr's Governor in OI,EC
and Acting Minister of Fiuarrce.
FirraIly can1e his crorr'rring
achievement - Deputy Prime
Minister of lran. FIis eight-1'ear tenll
as Chancellor of I'ahlavi Universitrr
in Slrilaz rr'.rs a glori<.r,rs page;rnt in
the annals of education irr lran. After
the overthrow of the Shahenshalr, he
took voluntary exile in tlre Unitecl
States where he has become the
king-pin of the Zoroastriarr
Community.

Dr. Farhang Mehr's nlan-y
splendoured innings chronicled bv
Ms. Alphonse makes fascinatirrg
reading fronr cclver to coverl This
biography is actually an auto-
biography as the subject of this
treatise has provided extensive
inputs to the author. To add sprice

to the story this 246-page volume
is replete rvith colourful accounts
of State ir.rtrigue irr iran.

The World Zoroastrian
Organisation in its infirrite wisdom
has clecided to rnake the life story
of this indomitable marl a Legacy'

Project of the Seventh World
Zoroastrian Congress at Houstcln,
so tha t it becomes a lasting
contribution to Zrlroastrians
rvorldrvide.

Guess this Organisation...

There are 500+ employees in it. 29
have been accused of spousal abuse. 7

have been arrested for fraud. 19 have been
arrested for passing bad checks. 117 have
bankrupted at least lwo businesses 3 have
been arrested for assault. 71 cannot get
loans or credit due to bad credit histories.
14 have been arrested on drug related
charges.8 have been arrested for
shopliftrng 21 are current defendants of
,.rarious lawsuits. ln 'l 998 alone, 84 were
stopped fa.ri (irunl<eri i-lr iv irrg llcivc /ull
gLressed the orrlanization?

(lum to page .5l..fu attswer) ...

From the lnternet
Contributed by N. R Balasubramaniam
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BANGLADESH - NiUJIB TO HNSINA
By M.G. Chitkara

Published by
APt{ Pr,rblishing Corporatiou, 5, Ansari Itoad, Nerv Delhi 110 002.

Year of Publicatiotr: 19c)7. NuDrber of Pages: 2B(r. Price: IRs.500.

Reviewed by
Brig A. Thvagirlajan (re'tirecl), is a tnatragelrlellt c()llsltltalrt atrcl ;'r

freelarrce rvriter.

Mulib had said in a TV
interview in 1,972 that tl're struggle
for indeperrdeuce had started in
1948. The author has narrated that
Bengal was llot proposed to be a

part of Pakistarr irr the original
paper brought out bY a grouP of
Mr-rslim intellectuals irr UK. A
number of Hir-rdu and Muslitn
leaders of Bengal advocated a

united Bengal. ln 1954, seven years
after the partition and
indcpendence, Mr. Fazl-ul-Hirc1, the

then Chief Minister of East Pakistarr

spoke of a united India. After the
fon.rration of Pakistan, East Pakistan
resented tire donrination by West
Pakistan. This was evideut in the
shuring of political polver, ecottot-uic

developurent and representatiot'r in
the civil and defence services. The

anthor has covered these events
rvell.

ln lrlZ() Vlujilr,s PilrtY s()t.t11

overrvheluring nra joritv itr the
electirtrrs. Bhutttt and Cerr. Yahya

l(l'ran colruived to derly the rightful
ar,r thority to Mujilr. Wiclesprearcl

civil unrest erupted in East Pakistan
which was dealt with bY harsh
lrrartial lirrv. The tlrlrest tLlrlletl illt()
an arr.necl revolt arrd, rr'itlt the hel1.r

oi Inrlia, arr itrdepetrdent
l',.rrri;latlt'slr r'ltt('l'gt'd lrttt'r tht' lQ7 I

rurilitrrrt' conflict. Thc risc trl
l3a ng l.rti esh l'.r'ls i l:ied thc ln'o-. t t.r t iotr

lheor'1'. 'l'he book lras sftclt or-tt tlte
ri stinctitrrt Lrettvecti ttittitrtt .rrtcl si.rIc
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and wlrat are the essential
ingredierrts of a nation. The
founding fathers of I)akistan were

blind to the fact that religion could
llever be the binding force in
creating a state out of PeoPle of
different cultural auci ethnic origins.

The irlposition of Urdr'r as the only
official language appeared to be

cultural tvranllv to the people of
East Pakistan. lt is au irony that tl're
Mohajirs rvho rvere in the forefrorrt
of tht, rnovetletrt for Pakistan are itr

a miserable state iu Pakistan.

Muiib fraured the l1e\^'

Cc>rrstitution of Banglaclesh cltr the

principles of trationaIisnr, sociaIisur,

.r11d denlocracv. Discriruination tln
grounds of religion was to be

eliminated. But Mujib himself n'as

eliminated. A chronological
narration of the chauges in the
political set-up would l'rave helped
tire reaclt'r irr a better lrrlclerstirtlditrg
of the developtnerrts. Mr. Ciritkara
has covered the chrttnic disputes
rvith I rr d ia - for exa mPle,
infiltration, treatutetlt of rl'riuorities

and enclaves and how India's soft
handling arrd friendly attitude have

treerr taketr as a sigu of weakness.

The plight of Clt.rkana lltrtltihists
has iorced a large ttttttrber tlf them
t(\ Lt()lle tr, lrrtJia cr"eatirrri.t lllreirl
trr tIc dell(\gri]plti,. cltlrar'tr'r of

lvlaniprur'. The confttsitttt ct'eatecl b1'

the Ncltru-l{oon Agrecttieltt otr

rrte litl rs eotrtintres. The illciclt'lrt of'

[,'reedont First October-Dcceniter 2001

a Pakistan attack itt 'l 958 ()lt arl
Irrdiarr post \^/as recently re-enacted.

Mr. Vajpayee, tl'ren in the oppositiotr
in the Parliar.rrent had strongll'
criticized the Nehru-Noorr
Agreement. The Governueut of
India has failed to clearly state her
interests and pursue theur.

Sheikh Hasiua \'vc)11 the
electiorrs iu 1996 and she is trying
to rest()re secularism. A trunrber of
fundanrentaIist orcaniznticrtrs havc
corne together to oPPose tlrese

nloves and have cortle rvi th

deurauds like the prosectrticlrr of
Taslirrra, tlre ar-rthor of Lnjjn. The
author's exposition of I lindtr
philosophl', lslat-nic ptrlitr',
teachings of the tsucldha atrcj

enuuciation c'lf humatr rights irre tltlt
of corrtext to the nrain sutrject t'll

Bangladesh. TI're authclr has rvell

covered the challenges to
seculalisttl l-)()s(lrl bl' tlr.' ittct t';tsittg
infltteuce of extretnist parties, tire
arnly's contitrued interest in politics
ancl the near disapl-rearallce of i-eft-

of- cerrtre arrd Leftist parties.

The chaPter olt Ptrvertf is

ntt>re about Inciia and thc' chr'rrch

than alrtrut Banglatleslt.

Guess this Organisation...

Answer: lt's our Lok Sabha

(lt wasn't a hard guess at all Or was

it? ).



Treebon+ Tir*
OUR M ISSION

Freedom First speofts for tlte sitent mojority - tfte majority thtt wsnts to
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peop[e.. In the process, the who[e country hos 6een turned into o cuspoo[ of
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a direct result of wcusive State interventi.on in {rc day-to-dny [ivu of our
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shsmbbs. Tfv Journo[ \etievu that wht[e rndin nee[.s o strottg goverrltnent

that ensures the ru[e of [ow wfwt India does not need u a med[tuome
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subscription lo Freedom Flrst and enclose my cheque. in favour of ICCF

write in block letters).
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PIN

Subscriptions can also be sent by MO/DD No postal orders please For outstation cheques
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r 3 Years' Subscription : Rs.250
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r Single Copy : Rs.25
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