


For a Free, Fair and Peaceful Expression
of the Will of the People

in the Forthcoming Elections
IvonN LInrnru GnouP An Appeal to the People

We, the cilizens of lndia, as Liberals concerned wilh the future of lhe country, noling with grave misgiving the
fact lhat organised inlolerance is on the rise itr our public life, call upon our fellow citizens to be alert to the dangers
which loom over us and to initiate steps which would secure a free and dentocratic republic to our future generations.

The coming eleclions should be viewed in the wider perspective of the right of all cilizens to a life with
dignity and freedom which implies far greater concern for human development. We appeal earnestly to our fellow
cilizens not to be swayed by issues, which do nol serve lheir real needs in lerms of two square meals a day, and
harmonious social existence as a basis for the welfare of the common people.

As traditional religion has a regrettable tendency to slip inlo narrow sectarianism generaling strife and
disharmony, we strongly slress lhe need for a continuing inter-faith dialogue all over lhe country in furtherance of
mutual understanding, peace and harmony

We call upon our cilizens to positively exercise their franchise, a precious possession thal should not be
wasted. They should ensure that their names figure in the electoral rolls.

Citizens'duties do not end with the casting of votes. Democracy needs active participation from its citizens.
We welcome lhe various iniliatives taken by citizen groups to make lhe government more accountable. The instrument
of PIL has become a fruitful device of empowerment of cilizens. We also welcome lhe efforts made lo get the 'right
to information' legislated. Much still remains to be done; the battle lo make lhe governments accountable has not
ended.

We call upon political parties lo give us a choice of candidates of whom we can be proud. We appeal to
lhem to choose candidates who are upright, persons of integrity and unflinchingly commilted to secular and liberal
values. ln this context, the need for transparency and ethics in public life clearly calls for candidates willing to
declare their assets, educational qualifications and, criminal records if any, against them.

Political parties, which do not themselves have internal democracy sland suspect as upholders of a democralic
cullure. Democracy in the larger civil society requires that polilical parties have internal democracy. Further, lhere
should be stricter accounlability of elecloral expenses - which should be realistically and not nolionally set.

The elected candidates should be required to meel lheir constiluenls al regular inlervals and be held lo the
promises they made during their electoral campaigns.

Defections are patently a belrayal of the volers' confidence. The present anti-defeclions laws are defeclive
and do not serve their purpose. We call upon our lawmakers to enact a law lo ensure lhat legislators who defect
should be made to seek re-election.

Different skills are called for in a legislator than lhose presenl in a politician who successfully wins an
election. Steps nray be taken to ensure that legislators are provided with facilities to acquire such skills as are
required to enable them to be better representatives of the people.

As Liberals we welcome the ending of the 'licence-permil-quota raj' and lhe increasing liberalization of the
economy. We wish to caution our policy makers that in the pursuit of a free economy they should not lose sight of
our objective to have an equitable society. A counlry divided belween the rich and the poor is a house divided against
itself. Liberalization should lead lo a prosperous lndia in which prosperity is shared by all the citizens of our counlry.

We reiterate our belief that while a liberal society calls for urgent steps to be laken in implementing intelligent
p:,'licies on educalion, health and employmenl, we need, al lhe same time, lo reaffirm our commitment lo lustice,
freedom, and liberal values. Education for lhe masses, advanced technology, high standards of heallh and full
entployment are not necessarily incornpatible witlr fascisrn, but liberty cerlainly is lt is only urhen we have bolh
Itberty and lraicitat ';ett i-.rclrg liial rve c.rrr irulre l,-, lr.rvr.,r lit,eial :;-.,:tr.l, llrol -. 1::^.':r'r"J lt'.rtr..a11e

r'' "r' ,, I , .i rL,, l; , 1 il.'-, -, ,.1 r,i, llt;,i "''rli I ,r,," .l{; ., \^t-' 'r'n rllinl lo no ltOlitiCal pafty.
Bttt tve have a slake in a)ur countrv We hope to learve to our clrldren a coLlltry rr\iilrLr Urey Ldrrrrvc crs rcc uruzcrJ,
secure in their freedoms, and in peace and harmony with therr fellow citizens.

lext of Resolutiotl edaptad by ttte tncltart Lrbcral Group at a Scrntrtur on "A Liltaral Roacl M:t1: for lncliart Derrtocracy'lleld itt

Hyderabad on October 19, 2003
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

Satyendra Kumar Dubey answered our poser'What India Needs,
in a tragically ernphatic nlanl1er. He died, victin'r of an assassirl's bullet
even while he was making his point that amongst us there are still brave
men who rvill not be cowed dolvn by cleath threats. In dying for the cause
of probity in administration he sa)/s, yes rve have leaders amongst us and
there is iudeed hope that tlte yor-urger gerleration rvill extricate this counry
fr<rnr tlre stranglehold r>f rtatns, and crinrinals.

We salute Satyendra for his collrage and dedicate this issue of Freedom

Firsf in his honour.

As for the T/re lndinn Express its has done its Founder proud with
an outstarrding piece of investigative jourrralism iu drawing the atterrtiorr
of the h'rdiarr people to the circumstances leading to the murder of a youllg
and honest IIT civil engineer. By a remarkable coincidellce, we pay tribute
to another great Irrdiarl llone other than the founder of Tlrc Indian Express

- Mr.Ramnath Goenka. He led the fight when Mrs Indira Gandhi decided
to impose a bogus Emergency and clamped down on press freedom. We
tell his story in the prages of this of this issue. This is his birth centenary
year.

The next issue of Freedom Firsf will carrv orl its cover the story of
arlotl'ler outstanding Indian - Yusuf Meherally.

We haven't thought of a specific theme for 2004. We invite ycru, dear
reader' to suggest one' 

Editor
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"The deep moans round w,ith many voices. Come, m1'friends
'Tis ttot too late to seek a newer world" - Tenn1,5611

India has successfully demonstrated hon' the best
of n'ell-meaning reforms can alrvays be twistecl to serve
the rvorst of those from amorrg their interrded
beneficiaries.

Sunranta Banerjec., Ecorrotrric atd Politicol Weekly,
Octobc'r 1, 2003

The Hindu deities make no moral demands on
ns. No matter what one does, they do not retaliate by
rejecting or threatening to excomlnunicate us if we work
out our orvn code of morality rather tl'ran follorv their
p'rrecepts.

Madllu Kishrvar, Mnnushi, No.136 of 2003.

Car,rght between the vulgarities of television and
the hypocrisies of public life, our gerreration has lost
the ability to enjoy clean fun.

T.J.S.Cc'orge in l'ris columu 'Point of Vicrv'
rvhile paying tribute' to Bob l-lope, ,!:,,!;:,f;:l'J11

I fixed the appointlnent yesterday. I am llot sure
she will want to see me today.

Fornrer MP Chief lvlinister Digvijay Singh,
'I-he Indinn E.r;rrc-s.s, Decenther 5.

(The 'shc" in this tyuote is thc Inclira Congrcss
Prcsiclcnt It4rs.Sonia Ganclhi).

Yes, irrdeed the leader of our party deserves credit

for the fact that n'e bucked the anti-incumbency trend
in 1998 but this defeat is entirely lny resporlsibility.

Fornrcr lvll) Chief Minister Digviial, Singlr,
'flte ltttlinn Exytress, Decenfter S.

Politicians tend to be more adventurous because
they are r,r'illing to take risks and there's no feeling that
I can sit back for 30 years. My job is there because I have
to go back to the people in five years.

Sheila Dikshit, Delhi's Chief Minister,
Tlre ltrdinrr Express, Septenrber 22

.When politicians get hold of a sense of superiority
because of their faith and then try to use it to get power,
that's rvorrying. Politicians become dirtier and religious
people lose out.

Film-maker John lr4cCarthy,
Neu Hwnnnisi, Septenrber 2003

Privatisatiorr and globalisiation threaten Dalits
nlore than any other sectiotl of the society.

Dalit lcader Uclit Raj,rvho tluit his governnrent job in
tu'r1o",,,'J,",,1,|,fi 

iJ:X#'-t"l'lli,#"$Jl

It is a pity that a rrumber of joun'ralists are reported
to be actirrg as pimps arrd procurers for bureaucrats and
politicians.

Macllru Kishrvar, Tlrc Week, November 2

tou carl ue ailyttilttg you wanl to De - no liltltts
Courtesy: Span, July/August 2002.

4*<Fa

Courtesy: Span, July/August 2002.
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What India Needs

Hundreds of Satyendra Dubeys
The Killing of Satyendra Kumar Dubey* .

o C)rr Nrrvernber 27,20()3 Satyerrdra Kurrrar
DtrLrey rvas shot dead by "urridentified
assailants" in Gaya, Bihar.

o 3l-year old S. K. Dubey rvas a 1994 civil
engirreer graduate from llT Kaupur.

o He was Deputy Gerreral Mauager lvith the
National H'ighrvay Authority of India
(attached to the Goverrrment of India's
Ministry of l{oad Transport and Highrvays)

o He was working on a road construction
project rvhich ispart of tl're Goldel
Quadrilatral - a project credited to the Prime Miuister
to conl'lect the metros of India with state of the art
roads.

o Alrnost a yc'ar earlier, in Novernber 2002 he lvrote a

confideutial letter to the Prime Minister in rvhich he

drerv atteution aurong other thirrgs, to "poor
implementation" and large scale "loot of public
molley". Dubey, did not sign the letter but enclosed
his biographical particulars because as he \r'rote:
"Since srrch letters fronr a conlmol.l n'ran are not usuallv
treated r.vith elue sericlusuess, I wish tcl clarify... that
this letter is being written after careful thought Lry a

very concerned citizerr who is also closely lirrked with
the project. I request you to kindly go through my brief
particulars (attached in a separate sheet to ensure
secrecy) before proceeding further".

r I'resulraLrlV t[e Ietter receiyed try the I'MO (i.e. the
l)rime Minister's Office) clrr November l.l ,2002 n'as
not seeu bv the l)rime Minister at all. On the ctther
lrarrd it was seerl b), a whole lot of snrkari hnbus as

the PN'IO f()r\r'arcler-l Dtrbey's letter, brief particulars
arrd all, to his parent Ministry. As many as eight
officials are reported to have read the letter. The
Mirristrl,, iu tunr forrvarded the letter to the National
llislrtvay Atrthority of lnclia (NHAI) u'hiclt prassed it
ou to tlrcir C-hief Vi{:ilarrce Officer 1vifl1 ;1 61r1rg1irrs rtote

i,,'Iri;lr irr tr'picirI [rrrrr'.rtrcrirtic 1-rtrlarrct'rccotttnrcrrrlr'tl
"rctiorr ls dct'nrtrtl fit".

This article is essentially based on reports appearing in fhe
lndian Express.

"Action"

Photo Courtesy: The I ndian Exprcss

rvas irrdeed taken - not by the Vigilance
Officers but by the criminal uexus,
cornl'rrising the corrupt politician-the
eorrtt ;'r t ctln t r.rc tor-c()rl'uf) t bu re1 ucrl t-
criminal rvhich had him killed.

o Satyendra Dubey was killed on
Novernber 27. T|rc Indian Express broke the
story on November 30. Did any newspaper
in Gaya carry the nervs the day after the
killing? If not, rvhy not? Either the press in
Caya couldrr't care less because nrurders are
routine in Laloo's Bihar or is it tl'rat the Gaya

1'rress is afraid of, or controlled by crimirrals?

Satyendra Dubey - The Man
What kind of a rnan was Satyendra Dubey?

The following is based ()n a rep()rt in T/rc hrdlnrr li.r;rt's.s
of December 3.

Satyendra Dubey rvas the son of a poor agricr"rlturist
parents. He worked hard to eanl all IIT degree and a

Class 1 job with the Governmerrt of Irrdia. "The house
rrf the marr irr charge of a 450 crore project is slowly
falling apart. Ilis life's savirrgs are linrited to a nrotor
cycle and a mobile phone. "The n'hole r.vorld's l.norley
rvas llot enottgh to buy off ur1' brother" said the youngest
of five sisters and two brothers. He was stubbornly
honest."

"Within mouths after joirrirrg the Mirristry of Surface
Transport, he was offered his first bribe - left on his table
in au envelope. A clerk later entered his cabin to check
ii'salreb'hacl seerr lhe lit'nfn (enve'krpe). Satyendrrr picked
up the phoue to call the police, but let the clerk off after
rvarning him... He n'ould ride his bike kr the cluarry to

The Indian l:'xpress
Deserves the Pulitzer Prize

I do rrot rccall any othcr piece of invcstigative iourrralism
thtrt has had thc trar.rmatizing inrpacl as this orre on thc'

killing of llT linginccr Satycndra [)trtrcy.
'l'irc 

Prrblic rt,r'ulsiorr ii it is sustaincr'l cottld n'cll lcacl to

.r l)eofrltr's r)l()\'clllellI at.titist Iht: c()rl'tlPtl()11.
'l'lr,' In,littt ,l r'trii's, r'i,-lrl,,' ql,'sr'r'r,'r's tlrL' I'tllitzcr ['rizt: for

l rtVr.'sti gr ti vt' l, ttt t'tt.t l isttr. V\/t' sha l l t()l'\\'a l'11 thts tssttc n't tlr

t)tlr rcc()tlllnctrclaliotr to thc orgatrisatitltr that is

lcsp()11sit)lc lor tht'.r1\'lrrl rrf this prize. F.r/.

Freedont First Ocbhcr-Dccemltar 200iJ



inspect the quality of stoue, couut each equipmerrt tc-l

ensllre that the corltractor met the courmiturertt. Once
he made one particular contractor re-corlstrllct a stretch
of six kilometers after discoverirrg the work inferior.."
recalled Dubey's brother Dhananjav itr au intervien' to
an lrulinn Express correspondent.

This was the man the nexus liquiclated.

The Response to his Murder
The response fronr the IIT was, imurediate. IIT Kanpur
I)irector Sanjay Dhande said "We n,ill errsure that we
find a sr-ritable rvay to articulate ollr allger instead of
just issuirrg onr condolences. It's very clear that it is not
a murder because of persoual feud but because of
corruption".

Mr. P. K. tsasudhar a serrior professor at IIT Kanpur's
Civil Engiueering Departmetrt frot.rr tvhere Dubey
gradr,rated said: "This is shockirrg, rve tell our studeuts
to be straight and to raise their voice against corruption,
but after this, lvhich student will believe us".

It is encouraging anc{ a sign of hope that all is trot lclst
yet in the battle to retrieve India fronr the nexus; that
it's the students who are taking the lead itr the moutrting
tr campaign to catch the culprits. "The IIT Bombay
Alrrnrni u'ill request other IIT Alumni Associatiotrs to
gather support for this despicable (act resulting irr the)
loss of arr idealist's life. We appeal to all citizeus u'lto
value ethics and honesty irr India for support" said
Bonrbal' Alumrri chairperson Shailesh Gandhi.

[]r.rt there rvirs cleafenirrg silerrce fronr ttr'ct persolts rvhttse
respx)llse slrtlrrld have been iulrrediate anrl coudenllator,\,

-. The r"ruofficial chief minister of Bihar Lalooji and prinre
minister Atalji. Laloo Prasad Yadav said not a word
about the killing until December 5 when he detnalrded,
rvhat has now become a familiar ploy amolrg politicians,
Ctsl probe. It took another five days for prime urinister
Atal []ihari V;rlpat'ee' to op-rs11 ltis rtrtlttth. This ttlo orrlY

aiter being proddeci try lnfosvs chiei N.lt.Narayana
Mrrrthy rvho askecl the Priure Mirrister to "suspend the

contract rt'ith the contractor corrcentecl, ancl swiftly
pruuish the guilty n'ith the toughest possilrle putrishtnent.

Do our Parliamentarians Really Care?
"Ch.rnccs arc I'arlianrcnt is rrrrlikcly t<> scc a bis discussitln
aborrt tht: tlcath rrf il v1111,t* rttatt frttttt this tlilirpiclatt'cl
lrousc in a liihar villagt, iivc knrs. fnutr thc I;rst tclcPhorrc
polc.
"'l lre rlurdur ol Satycrrclra Kunr;rt'
gr,lLluJ[(.' rvlro r','as kiIl.c,] I'rrildin!l tht'
tirt'.rrrr (,rll11cn (Ju,l!1 r'r l.rtcl nl, rs ttoI uratll \
clclral.cs .lru lllirLlc ()f ."

This was on Decenrber 8. The rrext day the Prime
Minister broke his silence and said that the guilty rvon't
be spared. He rvent on to reiterate the govemmetlt's
determination to conlplete his Golden Quadrilateral
Project completely missing the point, or choosing not
to focus on the fact that the central issue was corruption
that cost the young engirreer his life. There was no threat
to his pet project becanse it was a gold mine for the
corrupt!

Crime and Punishment

Who are the culprits? The person rvho pulleci the trigger?
The crinrirral uexus that organised the killing? Thc babus in
the offices of the PMO, the Minister of Highways? the NHAI?
We rvorrld say all of them are responsible. You may catch
the cr.rlprit and put hin'r irr jail. The trial will drag on for the
next five or ten years and finally soneone may be punished.
Whcn this actually happens the news will merit a small five
or ten line report somewherc in the irrside pages of some
luer\,spapers. tly then all rvould ha"'e forgottc'n that an honest
marr callcd Satycnclra clicd fighting corruption - a n'lartyr
to the causc of intc'gritv and honestv in the administration.

We nec.ci to go far beyond merely apprehending the culprits,
if n'c really want to clean up tlris land of or,rrs; if wc want
to rid this country of the foul stink of corruption.

What is needed is a people's movement to fight corruption
at all levels of administration. Some'thing orr the lirres of the
Total l{evolutiorr l\4ovctlcut latruched by tlrc'latc Javaprakash
Narayr6sl. This nrovenrcrrt, it may be recalled, rvas lautrched
in I)atrra.

For this lndia necds htrndreds of Satverrdra Dubeys.

And they are out there but are afraid to come clut irrto the

open. Why?

llccausc of fear - fcirr of the corrtrpt politician - corrtlPt
cou tractor-cr.llrupt bttrcaucrat-crimina I Irextts.

!\'c, thc Silcnt lvlajoritv oi I)cccrtt ln.liarrs havc to sPcnk tlP

arrd ,\ct Nrxv bcforc this trt:xtts takcs ovcr ortr Ctltttrtlv.

l/\,\\l.'l|(i\t!]lL'il|ll.l/\}\\l.ll(l\!lli\'l-ll!:

this ttcxtts - rr'ltoet cr tlre l' alc .tttcl ti llercvcr thcl' I11.1.1' lrcl

S.i tvt'trti rr Klttnirr l )11b1'1' rvtrtr ld havc rva irtecl uothirrg lc'ss

The Plight of Bihar's Engineers
While researching the story for NDTV on Satyendra
Dubey, the IIT erlgineer killed in Gaya, I discovered
that in the past ten years,57 Bihar engineers have
been killed, 25 kiclnappecl arrd n"rissing, 37 brutally
assaultecl.

It just shorvs horv bad the situation is and so critical
it is for us to set the lilreral agenda.

I\'lanurvant Choudhary ,TV iournalist and a lnernber of
the Indian Liberal Gro

["raedotrt First Octobct'- Dccen$er 2003



In Free India
Only Politicians, No Statesmen
Only Netas, No Leaders

What India Needs ...
Tlris is the t'ourth and cottcluditrg part of a coiter t'eature which begatr in lnmtary this ycar, The t'irst t'ocused ort Gujnrat. Tht
secottd oiewetl the problem fron the pcrslttcliue of Bilnr. TIrc third dealt zuitlt the Rtseraatiorts cortrttrtlrtttrt. Tltcst'lirst thrL't:

cltrotticletl some of the tlriugs tlnt uere going utrong. We tried to nnalyse or cornnrent, if vou zuill, otr the current situation.
?'lris, tltt t'ourtlt and cottcltrditt5;1tart oi our serics ot't'ers suggcstious otr uilnt tteeds to be clorrc to sct Itrdia on tlrc rigltt 1tnth.

T/rr.se srrggcstiotrs utert madc at s sernirrnr orr "Wltat ludia Necds."

Tlrc semiuar discussed lhesc 'tteeds' t'ron fttr11- perspecliacs:
(1) I'ltc Couartrntrcc Persytectiae; (2) Tltc Ecortorrtic Perspectiue; (3) Tlrc Political Pcrspectiae; (1) Socinl lustice Intperntiues

Mr. A. D. Moddie utlro delioererl tlte kcvrrote speeclt zttas clenr lhat tlrc "keys to llrc Enlity of lit'e are lreedom arrd goorl
,louerttnnce" atd tlmt if Irdia is to euter tlrc 21st century witlr a lretter "trnck record than its rccord oaer tlrc past 25 certtu-
rics thert "Irdia rrcetls to t'undanrcrrtalhl modernize and globnlize its mitd."

Economist I. K. Muklrcpadhyay dealing ttitlr lltc Ecorntnic Perspectiae t'elt that lrdin could achieae t'aster econornic groutlt if
tttt' clrnng,e our rnintlsct otr a tutntbcr of ccouornics-r'elnted propositiotts. Moreoaer, in the present "ooer-plural kind of democ-
racV" our Soaertmrcnts, particularltl our nriuisterial cabinets, nced to lenrrr to work as a tearn. Equallv importaut we tteed to

accapt tlrc t'act tlnt tlrc rools of lndinrt prosltcrity lic in tlrc prosperity of lndian agriculture. And policies need to be tailored
to tlis essential requirenteut.

Political scierrtisl ard colunrnist Prot'. Nagindas Snnglnui .tosited that corruption, crimirmlization ard cotnnturmlism rreed to
be tackled lrcad on. lntimntelv linked to tltis is the ret'orm of the judiciary, if lndin is to get out of llrc tnire it finds itself in.

Discrr.ssilg Social lustice lmyeratiues, cducaliorrist atd t'ornrer Malnraslftra mirister t'or educatiou Prot'. Sadanarrd Varde was

firmly of tlrc aieut thnt a deternirted et'iort is neeeled to "equnlize opportunity to sce that educatiorr, lrcalth facilities, housirrg
nnd ltctter roarls etc. are aunilable to tlrc socinlly oulnerable and depriaed sectiorts of the cornmunity."

T/ris i.s irr.sf tlte beghrrrirtg of the debate. Atleast ute are t:r-rze talking of wlnt needs to be done artd rrot beatirtg our cltests nbout
zulttr! rttctrt u,roni - attd tlmt's n stclt t'orutnrd .

Noip read ou. (Etl)

The Good Governance Perspective

A. D. Moddie

quality of life. Or rvherr )Iou compare

Japarr and Nigeria. Though Nigeria
has far more llatural resottrces thau

Japan, Japan is heaven courpared to

the Nigerian hell. Irr our coutttry take

Bihar. Bihar is the richest State in
India - North Bil-rar has the richest
cluality of soil (alluvial soil) in the

world. South Bihar has the cclulrtry's
riclrest nrirteral resollrces. But rvhat
is Ftilrar todav? It is lndia's Cerrtral
Airica.

\ilr1, il \ve t\'.1llt t() ellrclge -
rve have ll()t elllerged - ii rve waut

to enterge out tlf tn'etltv five cetltttries

I rvill take 1'our mind to Dr.
Anrbedkar's rvarnilg, n'hich rrobody
heeded, on the 26th ofJanuary 1950,

three years after Irrdependerrce. Ile
rr'lrued, "\l'e are goirrg to enter a life
of contradictic>r-rs. And if tlie
c<lntradictions are llot relroved,
those rvho suffer fr<lm inequality,
n'ill bkrn, trp the structure of p1rli1i6n1

tleurocrar:y, which this (Constituent)
Asst'rnlrly h.rs so laboriouslv l-ruilt upr

rvith the Corrstitution". This, tht'
1.1,,,,.;r,,,,',.,1- ll',, ('rrrr,-:tilrrf.irrrr

t es,rrr ryitlr thr rpost privilegetl
pt'oplg in our societl', iucludiug
I'r'inre N4inister Indirir Carrdhi, n'herr

she inrposerl the Enrergency.

I anr going tcl make two nrajor
propositions irr my address. The first
is that the keys to the quality of life
are freedom and good governance.
These are the two things which have

come out in the last fifty years of our
histor\, - that a society nrust be
adecluately free arrd it must have
reln tirrelV good goveruatrce. ['or
exanrple, a conrparisott betn,eett
Qi111',11r1r11' rr.lrir'h ltits trtr r(,s(lttr(-{'s.
nncl Jirnririca n,hich has glrlrcl

tropical resoul'ces, rvill shou'a
lvorlcl <rf clif [erence iu ternrs oi the
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of feudalisr.rr, casteisnl, coltlmu-
naIism, r'nisgrtrrernaltce, to enter tlre
2lst centr.rry with a better track
recclrd, India needs to fundamerrtally
nroderrrize and gloablise its nrind.

It has to begin rvith the mind,
t'specially of the Lrpper ar.rd ruliug
classes, rvhr.>ur I hold primarily
guiltl'. I renrember rvl'ren I was Vorurg,
I rvas in a very surall trrinoritlr,
rvhich favoured the only gocld
decision that I feel Nehru took, aud
tlrat rvas "adult franchise". 99r% of
nry class thclr.rght it was disastrous,
but to nry nrind, this is the one thiug
that has giverr India stability. Our
class, the Llpper class, tl.re top 5o/o,

have let this courrtry down very
baclly, in the last l'ralf century. There
are nrarginal signs of what is now
called "lndia Unbourrd", in other
rr,ords, India is changing.

But the forces of h'rdia Bound
are stronger tl'rarr the forces of India
Urrbound. It has to gather ltlolltelt-
tunr to urove atleast the top -l 00
million. It needs to know tvhat it
l)leAlls tct conrpete in the modern
n't'rld of global geo-politics,global
trade and technology, beyond
personal snuda which has been rvitlr
trs sirrce the Artlnshnslru. Kautilya
knerv his society and it is the same
societv evell lloi\'.

free choices. This rvas estat-rlished in
the Econon.ric Fret'clom of the \{orld
2000 Arrnual Ileprort clf Canada's
Fraser lnstitute, along u'ith 54 other
institutions arouncl the n'orld. This
rvils A global studv auc-l Iudia had
one srrch institutiiln, called Centre
for Civil Society rvhich participated
in this stud\'.

ln this lleport, Hor'rg Kong,
Singapore, Nen'Zealand, USA and
UK share the top five places. The
least free ecorronries are Myanmar,
Zaire, Sierra l,eone, Rrvarrda arrd
Madagascar. India's place rvas 86 out
of 123 countries. Life expectancy rvas

lclnger for people in twenty four of
the most free states - most free than
irr the tl\'enty for-rr of the least free
ones. Average income per capita in
the top twenty was $18,000
compared to $2,000 for the least free
tn'enty at the bottom of the scale. The
extent of inequalitv lvas also lolver
in the top t\venty col"npared to the
rest. In other words, the social
objective of incorne irrequalitv rvas
achieved by the top 20 because thev
\vere free societies, r'rclt jtrst
prosperolls societies. Thel' n15o l','6
far lower rates of illiteracy, poverty,
arrd corruptiorr. They had better
access to safe drinking rvater, nlore
political rights arrd civil liberties and
higher lal.ttttr P1116l llqtivity.

We believe that in 1947 the
peclple of India becanre free. To my
mind, all that haprpened in 1947 rvas

a trarrsfer of power from 'white'
hands to 'bron'u' hands and the
same cokrnial admirristration has
coutirrtrt'd. I lt rr'as a lttere trarrsfer of
p()\\'er. What is that rr,hich n'e c-lid

trot rJo irr lt)47 arrtl thereaf'ter? \{e
clirl rtot tliscartl the cokrni;rl irntl pre-
It).17 lr',i,tr-r, irt ,',,'',,''1, ,',,',' lrr lc)J7

rr'c trrrl< r,r'er iill the larr's, the C)ificial
St'crt'ts Act, the Crinrirri.rl ['roct,cJure
(]r,.1t,, tlrt: Int.li.rtt I'ettal Coclc', thc ll'C,

I'recr!ortt Fi rsl Oclobet'-Dccerrtber 200J

the Police Admitristration, and so ou,
and thor"rght n'e had changed it
n'hen in 1950, rve gave ourselves a
Constitution. We didu't. The
Constitutiorr is only a tl'rin layer orr
the cake. The cake lvas colonial. And
tlre rrerv people in porver, after 1947,
of all parties, \vere only too happy
to exercise those colonial pon'ers.

What should have happened
rvas there should have been a

coalition of the best political and
administrative minds together rvith
the country's nelv class of top
busirress managers and the media iu
this country who could have acted
as a conutervailing power to the
government and the political parties.
We have to build up such a

countervailing power. Yon sar.v

recently in Cujarat, hrlrv even the
country's top busiuess leaders iu the

CII cringed before Chief Minister
Narendra Modi and apologized to
hin'r. Certairrly they did not knorv
horv to tackle a situation like this.

So, rt'e have to get these
g,roups of people together, we have
to get a kind of national consel'lsLls

for change. I am putting this before
you as the central objective of the
country. The central objective: To
virtually discard the legacy of the
I9th ceutury colonial, authoritarian
ac-lnrinistratiorr arrcl to clesign a 2lst
cerrtury 1'rost-licerrce, post-permit rai

era - a nrodern efficient admini-
stratirre architecture. This is att

architectural job. This is not a

questiorr of a little interior deco-
ration. You have to change the errtire
architecttrre 1rf thg g1r1'elnance oi this

c()ulltr.y. For better policies and
clecision-nrakirrg, for govertrtttettts as

ecou<'ruric, r,iable facilitators, not as
'i'rr,'hl,rLs' 

l'r rr lrr,ller rt;rIinlr;rl secttt'itl'

arrd intelligctrr't', for lretter ptrlrlic
rleliver), svstettts, n'ith a degree of
privatizatiotr, for tttttre efficient tax

Irr the 2lst centtrry rvrtrld, there
tlust be a clear political and civic
recogrrition that the lesson of 200t)
A.D. is that the freer the country, the
lllore prosperons and denrocratic
and strorrg it is. This is orre of nry
fttrrdanrentalbeliefs. We have got t<r
free ourselves. We have got to free
tlltrselves fronr atrtlrority, frotl all
tltat cortres in tlre n,ir1, of our nraking

!J r

| 1 /ir r rrl/r rl
r\4'rl,irr,,,,,,1 llt,. ltt,li,t,i St,tt,.
Irrcst,ltl ..1?'rtlil,.,,\lli,,,J
lr I tr rtr ba i).

IIisl,ttt1 ttttrl

[.trL.lislters,
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collection, aud for more people's raj
irr local cclrunrunities, tvhich to nty
nrind is the test of the freedom of the

freople.

As governnrent clep;rrtments
have proliferated u'ith the n'orld's
largest cabinets and bureaucracies
there is rreed to re-desigrr the
trrchitecture arrd furrctions of state
goruernrtrerrts. We need to detennine
n,hat are the central furrctions of the
central goverllmerlt and carr u'e
desigrr a cabinet around those
central subjects, and rrot to
accomnrodate the X, Y and Z's of
politics arrd of politicians. We must
contain the seizing of power by the
entire political class; otherrvise the
legis-lature becomes the goverument.
ln fact, the legislature today is prartly
g()vernnlent and partly arr inter-
ference in government's day to day
activities. They are the least
productirre institution in this country
if you h'ere to analyze horv they
sperrd their time.

Itaiaji, the best of minds of
prre-and post lndeperrdence lrrdia,
nsed a beautiful phrase to sum np
our thoughts. He said we have a

govenlmellt-less civilisation. Arrd he
rvas right. As a historian, I support
that because we did not have good
g()\'ernance for tu'enty out of trventl,-
iive centuries. So vve became a

govenlnleut-less civilization. But
horv did our society last for all these

ccnttrries? It is clue of the n'rost
sustairred cultures and civilisations
in the world. It lasted because we
had institutions of customary local
nl.lil.lgel'nent b1' locaI conrnturritics
tvith access to local res()urces.

We have got to go birck t<r

rl.. l ,.,1 .'1.! ,,:,..,.' , !,.r ,,\r(. I

1]\r\'('t tl.lt)\'L'.'flriS is rrrrt t'.is\'. TlriS is
tttrt.r lrlitcl< ancl rvhite 'tr',r1l.l 1to\\'.
lJt'car.rse in tlit' last 50 years, ir'e havc-

introduced politics, we have
introduced electoral systems, and scr

orr. Br,rt there is a tl'rirst for this kind
of change, and there are l)'lany cases

of success. There has treerr a

coustittttional charrge, irr the mid-
severrties for local goverrunent. But
no proper inrplemerrtation of these
changes.

'Ihe last point I rvould like to
make, is the Dismantling of the
Control Raf and Economic Il'eforms.
You n'ill not get ecorromic reforms
that rve need unless you dislnalrtle
the control raj. Now, disn'rantling the
failed colonial control raj has failed
to deliver the developurent in public
services like distributiorr. There have
beerr snrveys on that bo. 80% to90%
of the people are dissatisfied with all
the public services. And if you
analyse who are those l0-15% who

' are satisfic'd, 1,ou rvill find those are
the fellows who have reach, contacts
and sources to get permits, licences.
Now the people who don't have the
rc'ach, are the ones dissatisfied with
the pr11bliq sen'ices.

To summarize,we have an ir-
responsible, predatorv political class
without countervailing power
otttside the government. The so-
called captains of industry have no
couutervailing po\\'er. If anvthirrg,
tlrey are arfraid of the peclple in
govenlDlent.

TIre intellectrral class. There is

luo coulltervailing power. Hundreds
of small NGOs, are becoming small
c<'runtcrvailing porvers. You take the
nredia. ls the mcdia the connter-
vailing polver? Not nruch. Witness
llte ret'ortl it'ortr tlrt' Iitttt:rgcttcY to
Telrelka. [']ut u'e havc to builri
:,.,rrit'rri,.,... .,1 ,-. rrrrrr rrr'.ril;,r,, ,1..,,. .,.

t\/t' lravt, n r,rf, .rn,,,in-rlriven
sta te. I rl(r tr()t trSt, tlre n,9rcl Cprrtr[r-

Iir,:cdortt li'irst Octobct'-f)cccnisar 2003

tion. "Saudn" is the word becanse
the u'hole political systeru has
become a bazaar where people buy
and sell themselves. The govemance
of this ccluntry has beconre a bazaar.
Stop tlre ssuda driven state, con-
suming all of the revenues anrl
mountin5; debts, living on increasing
borrowir-rgs, with diminishing
amouuts for people's development,
damaging the security of India, and
the irrability to deliver public ser-
vices to the satisfaction of the public;
a rveak urrorganized public opinion
and weak countervailing power.

What India needs to do is also
rvl'rat all of us need to do - be nrore
effective in our way of working.

Finally, what sustainability
will seminars like tl'ris have? I
seriously suggest that groups alt"lollg
us nlust take up the various issues
to some of rvhich l have dran'tr
attention. For example, one group
rnay feel that constitutional charrges
are important, another group l"nay

share my view that we need tcl

change this 19th century admini-
stration of ours. Can rve prlrsrte
these and form study groups. Can
we network with other or5;anisations
across our country; because there are
so mally institutions thinking along
similar lines, but are lost, having no
c()unter\/a iling p()\ver.

Let us give thought to urake
these seminars sustainability, if we
do uot want to treat these setuiuars
as intellectual picnics.

(An nbhreuiatetl ad edited ugvsinil 0f n talk
deliuered on Seftenrher 27, 2003 nt S!. Xnaiers

Colley, Munrlt'ti).

I\'IR. A. I). N{ODDIE was a member of
the firsl lratch of the IAS (1947-181; d

rcpresentativc of lndtrstry to govern-
rrtcnts.,\trlhrrr of tlrc rvcll-knorvn ttook
'l ltc Urdhnttrit',ti Lrrllurt' ,tIt.1 illodtr'
tti!1 ', nntil rcccrtlly Chrirrnalr of titc
Ccntral Hirnalayan Uc<l-developlnent
(i rou p.
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The Economic Perspective

fiban K. Mukhopadhyay

There is a high correlation between agricultural growth and both industrial
and overall economic growth. The Chinese reforms started from agriculture.

The srrbject of this semirrar is
'lVhat India Needs' and I have been
asked to provide alr ans\ver as to
rvhat Irrclia needs from the economic
perspective.

I consider myself a passiorrate
str.rdent of ecorronrics. Even though
some people rvould call it a dismal
science, I urrderstand it as an art of
makirrg things happen, providing a

nrechanism so that over a period of
tinre tl-re standard of living of more
aucl more people is improved.

Idcal is not alrvays Feasible

What needs to be done ideally
is, Lrv and large, knclrvn to everybody.
lJut there is aln'ays a gap betlveen
n'hat is "icleal" arrd what is
"fe;rsit-rle". Ideally, nlarU' \vould like
the Indian econonl)/ to grow by, say,
9'/o. Why? Because at this rate of
gnrwth our per capita income would
double within 10 years. It took Great
Britain nearly 57 years to double its
per capita income; it took the United
States abotrt 37 \,t:ars and Japan 15
ycrrs. But it took Clrina less than l0
verrrs [() c]oublc' its per ca1'rita hconre.
Aucl Chintr dicl it tn'ice over in the
last trt'o decades, when the GDP
increased by more tharr 10% per year.
In our case, it has uot, happened.
Ancl olrrs is a socialist, demclcratic
repr.rblic, ancl a nrixed ecol'lol'ny, as
opp'rosed to the Chiuese l)eople's
liepu[-rlic, t.t conrntu nist goventrttert t,

rr lritlr ll.ls lt()\\' Irt:e onrt: A 'SoCi.rlist
tti.rt'kt,t ccortonrV' since I 97[i.

r\ lot ol things li.rvc h;.rppenccl
irr trLrr' (r()ullIr\/. I;trr exarnple, toclay
\\'c cdlr nunufacturc gootls rarrgirrg

,t

Ours is a vast country, we do
not have just orre single language,
and rve rrse the sanre colonial
language to communicate amongst
ourselves. There are 18 languages
listed in the Corrstitution, 7,652
mother tongLles spokerr across the
coulrtry. Every 1.5 seconds a child
is boru. The nronrent a child is born,
it is hungry. It corrsnmes thirrgs till
its death. Unless every child that is
born and becomes a nran or a

wol'nan produces things rvhich have
a valne nrore than what he or she
consunres. he r'rr she is rrot an asset,
b tr t a lia b ili t1'. Thev n eed
o1'lpor tu n ities to ell te r the
enrpkrynrent and inconre streanr of
the econclrny. This is not easy to
create.

from a safety pin to a nrissile, bttt n'e tr'lto are the poorest, coutributing
cannot marrufacture mally of ottr only 87o.

industrial products competitively,
which could be sold in the global We started with a model - a

market at a competitive price. mixed ecor.loltly. Initially, it rvas all
right. But this mixed ecollollly hlrned

A realisticperception mustbe itrto a public sector dominated
based on a feasible rate of grorvth ecollon'ry. It kept India in its grip for
and it has to be more than what it almost four decades till it was
is today. I will try to present a thrown out in 1991 when market
feasible perspective. oriented economic reforms were

introduced.
Some Hard Facts

Today, after 12 years ol
ecorromic reforms, tl're Irrdiarr
ecotlolny has chartged bel's11d
recognition. The country's corporate
sector today is totally different from
what it was earlier. Today, the forces
of competitiolr, determine the destiny
of Indian irrdustry and the Indian
economy.

I think we are living through
"the best of times and the worst of
times". The best of times is that the
glass is half full and it will get full
o\/er a period of time. The rvorst of
tir.nes is the fact that vve continue tt.r

hang orr to our colonial past in
terms of admirristrative systems and
procedures. Ilecently, I had to go to
a goverllment office to obtain a

sir,rple Domicile Certificate needed
Abor,rt 44Vo of Iudia,trs callnot for my son's adurission to the medical

spend even otre dollar a day (on ['ltl' college. To get this doue, I had to take

basis) otr their basic trecessities. trvtl weeks' leavel lrt tlte last four
Thtts, alnr<lst half a billion peoplle are \/ears, I have trever had a holiday -
vel'\' Lr()()1" tJesicl es, -13ii at1 trlt [rtrt I hatl to take 2 rvct'ks leave -

ltrcl ians irre illiterates. The overall spcndirrg Irrtlst of it in a Borivali
.ir.i, ii,.,,i.,,i .,t rrrr(,rrrL i.- i,igi,i-, \\,r,, L (\,.i,.,.'.. ;,.,1 .-,., l.--.r''i''' lll'i"'
ske rveci, rr'ith {(rii, oi the iticotrte / rvirs a clc;.icllirle ttl catclt.
corrsunrPtiort conrirr{ fronr the tolr
l()7' of Incli.rrrs, rr'hile l0% of those

l,-rt'cc!otrr l'it'st Octobct'-Decctrtber 200,3

It is trnlikely that there n'oulcl
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be a qualitative change irr our kind
rlf governance in the r.rear future.
There is a krt of talk about improvecl
corporate g()vernallce, but there is
little to talk about improventents in
the political and administrative
governance of the country. So as uot
to give arr inrpression that I am beirrg
pessimistic I would say that the
"cr.rnnterl'ailing forces" that Mr.
Moddie so passionately advocated
are sktrvly emerging. Intertrally, froru
rvithin the society, things are
happening which are going to
conrpel the government to brirrg in
qualitative inrprovement - over a
period of time.

First Hesitant Steps

In the 1980s Mrs. Indira
Gandhi took some halfJiearted steps
in the directiorr of liberalizatiorr
during her second terlll as Prinre
N,linister particularly in the area of
lmport-Export policies. And then, irr
the late '80s, under Rajiv Gandhi,
some further steps were undertaken
torvards liberalizatiorr, particularly
in teleconrmunications. In those days
to nrake a trunk call to Calcutta, I had
to coure all the way frclm Andheri tcr

the Central Telegraph Office,
Hutatma Chowk. Today, it is
possible for anyone from arry corner
of India, even the relnotest and most
secluded corner, to find a public call
ol.iice, a Sl'l)-lSD booth.

There are nran)/ srrch sr.rrall
steps, r.vhich are conrirrg through itr
a surall rvay rvith the initiative of the
people, which give inrpetus to a
higher rate of growth, and will
ultinrately crtnrpel the governrrrent to
tlecenlraIist: llo\/enlance, lrotlr at the
Union, aud the States level - dorn,n
to the villase l.arrchavat level.

Highcr Grcwth llatc
Str tlrirrgs ale happerring atrd

lll\/ perspective is an optinristic otre.
F-rour a rate tlf grorvth in tlte i9il0s
o[ 5.5'/o, tlrr rlverall rate oi grtlu'th clf

GDP has increased to 6.10/o during
the post-refonlt years. The populatiou
grorvth has conre dorvn fronr 2.5%
tc> 7.9ok llow, so the differential
between the overall GDI, and the per
capita 6;rorvth has alsc'r decreased.
Norv everybodf is talking abouta7%
plus rate of grorvth. What is so
sp'recial about this? What is special
is tlrat arrythirrg that grow's by 7.2ok
for ten years, doubles the growth
rate. This ntealts that the overall GDp
needs to grow by 9% to double our
per capita itrcome. Is this feasible?
Carr lrrdia's GDP grorv by 9%,10%
or 16% as sonte people say? I thitrk
at this st;lge, such a high and
sustained growth rate is beyond the
clream sequence. What is feasible is
7% phrs rate of growth of GDP, which
everrtually will double per capita
incoure in 15 years. This is the Indian
elephantine rate of grou,th. If 7.5%
rate of grou'th is achieved orl ar.l

average duriug the next five years,
the economy will be elevated to a
higher level. It will be feasible to
have 9% gron'th thereafter.

We treed trl restructure
industry to nrake it rtrore productive
and globally courpetitive. Whetr we
do this, employnrent goes dowrr.
Studies dorre by us reveal that after
the refomrs rvere introduced, overall
total factory productivity, labour
prrocl uctivitv aud capitaI productivi t1'

of Indian industry have increased
conrl'rared to the pre-reforrtr years.
When it con'les to the top 50 private
sect()r conrparries, total factory
productivity, labour productivity
and capital productivity have
inrl'rroved at a bigger scale compared
to overall industry figtrres.

Growth and Unenrployrncnt

What happeus rvhen there is
,l ('l'')\\'lh i1 1.1.1rr'lrrr'lirrily rr,rrti-
,'rrl,rrlV rt,latirrq ttr lalrorrr is tlrat Ir:ss

peoPlt-' call do a hetter jolr 1111;19

efficierrtll', and value adciition ior
entpllrr,'gs. is irrcrease'd. But rvhat

Iirt:cdont Ii'irst Oc!olrct'-l)eccnther 200i1

happens to those who either could
not get a job or lose their existing job?
Tltere is a need here to introduce a
policy conpact on those industries
and services (eg. tourism) havirrg the
advantage of forward and backward
arrd high employment elasticity.

The unenrployment situa tictrr
is grave. We are told that some 50
ntillion Indian citizens are Lln-
employed. The fact of the matter is
that there are no dependable
statistics on the number of un-
employed. You will not find it ir-r any
of the Plan documents. There are nc-r

reliable figures. But the fact of large-
scale unemployment is real and
needs urgent attention. During tl.re
1980s the overall GDP growth was
5.SVo per year and employrrrent
growth was over 2%. During the
7990s, the CDP was 6.70/o per year,
but employment growth rvas less
than I %. How to cotrvert the jobless
high growth into a growth with job?
Mercifully, some ntechanisms are
being worked out by the Planning
Contmissiorr.

Agriculture is the Kcy
Let us turn to agriculture: its

growth is the key to achieve
sustainable higher rates of growth
in the country. Agriculture's contri-
bution to the GDP came down fronl
about 56% in the 1950s ancl is about
25'/o today. According to the 2001
Cerrsus, 677o ctf our populatiou arrd
54% of the total work force depends
ou agriculture, orle way or the other.
But the rate of growtl'r in agriculture
oscillates wildly. The growth rate of
agriculture (as a comporrent of the
CDI') 111iv1rgs ttp to 9.6"/o in one year;
in the next )'ear it colltes dorvtr to a
rtegirtivc 2.4'1,; irt tlre third vear it
ltloves up t() over 5%, therr ret'rrairrs
flrt ;rl Irisq ilr:rrr l.l{ l:1 11 ? 1,1';1rq f 1q1

vr'irr (20()2-{)3) rr'.rs a rlrousl't ycar,
ancl, as a result, the overall rate of
gron'th of industry and CDI) car.ne

don'tt.



A hungry man is not a free man.

- Adlai E. Stevenson
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What happens here? Otre
increnrerrtal percerrtage 1;rorvth in
agriculture leads to an incremental
incoure generation of Iis.I0,000
crorcs irr the hauds of the farmers.
Let's ;rssrinre 1/3rd of that rvould be
used for the repavment of debts,
rvhich tl're iarnrer uright l'rave
incurred. The renraining 7,500 crores
of rupees are incremental disposable
inconre of the farmers. It will conre
into the market. Small things like
toothpaste, chappals, clothes, food
items, small everyday needs will be
purchased. And this huge demarrd
girres a push to industry. This
incremental rate of growtl'r from
agriculture to industry will be
reflected in raising the overall GDP
grort'th.

The point is that if we can
activate agriculture, we find that rt'e
l'rave created the pace of growth for
the ecol'rou'ry. There is a high
correlation between agricultural
growth and both industrial and
overall econoulic growth. The
Chinese reforms started from
agriculture. In 1978 the huge
commaud ecollollly of Chinese
agriculture r,r'as abandoned through
one simple order. China is a

cclmnrand econon'ry even today, in
temrs of political governal'lce because
it is not a democratic state. But its
ecorlonly l'ras become "socialist-
nrarket" econol'I1y.

"Excessive Pluralism"

Iu Irrdia it is an over-
pluralistic kind of democracy in
which everybody will give two or
tl'rree different opinions, depending
on where they are speaking fronr.
When a goverlullerlt is beir-rg run by
24 political parties, it is extremely
tlifficult [tr t.rkc tlre initiative trn illil
thirrg. The Sr.rprerue Court's ruling
.i..,liir r6 iir. .i i.ir r' t"riricr rr trl rli., .,il
conrpanies sa!\' ()ltL' minister dancing
rvith i.,),, rvhile a1.t1er was
depressed. The fact is that in a

cornpetitirre envirorrnrent n,e have
got to rvork as a teanl. l3ut the
conrpositiorr of the governinI teanr
at the ceutre is so diverse that it is
arrything but a teanr. Privatisatiorr is

a clorre thiug all over the n'trrld. The
Chirrese are doing it vigorously. It is
pointless to be unguished about it
because u,e have to accept the fact
that a few tl'riugs callnot be dorre
here sc'r easily. We have to reckon
with the systenl rigidities, we have
to live rvith. At tlie same time, trying
hard to smootherr the rough edges.

The issue is not the funding,
capital or money, but the simple fact
of marragerial decision making in the
area of applied econourics.

wTo
Finally, a few words about the

WTO imperatives. The WTO repre-
sents a kind of global reality
considerably irrfluencing competi-
tion in trade, investment etc. The 148

members of the WTO conhibute over
98Vo of the world exports. Commu-
nist China worked for 14 long years
to beconre a merllber of WTO and
was admitted last year at tl're
Ministerial Round held in Doha in
September 2001. I was witness to the
joyous scenes with a large con-
tingent of media people from China,
celebrating the fact that eventually
China made it to the WTO.

Arrd in our couutry on tl're

same day, our nrinister made a

preserrtation almost trying to deshuct
the process of globalisationl Iu our
country, even today, people say let
us walk out of WTO. It is very easy
to get ()Llt of the WTO. Our govern-
nrerrt call write a half page
applicatiorr addressed to the
Cencral Courrcil of the WTO, that u'e
rvant out and u'e are out! Thereafter,
,,. l,,.l,.rii., ..i.i Il..l, ,-.;. , il.
nrusie of rdvcrsrri;rl ctrurl'etitive
rvorld trade. To transact rvith the rest
of the rvorld, n'e n'ill have to ltave a

F'reerloirt Iiirst Oclober'-December 2003

large nunrber of bilateral agreements.-l48 
member courrtries multiplied bv

38, rvhich is the number of major
WTO agreemerrts, gives us a number
5,624, i.e. so lnany transactions ctr
bilateral agreements r,r'ill have to be
done iu doing trade rvith the rest of
the world.

But the WTO provides the
opportuuity of having a multilateral
umbrella which is transparent,
based on the agreements, negotiated
and agreed upon by all sigrratorv
member countries, which gives
facilities to the developing country
over a period of tirne to be integrated
with the WTO system. At the same
time, the rich ccluntries, irr WTO
parlance, the Quad courrtries (Urrited
States, EU, Japan and Canada) are
the big boys of international business,
who call thc'shots. But since Doha,
and now Cancurr, despite its failure,
the voice of the developing countries
has become a force to reckon with.
It has to be heard because WTO is a
unique forum with one nrentber otre

vote, unlike the IMF or World Bank.

Here, a sirrgle t.rtetttber, every
urember whether it is Bangladesh, or
the United States, l'ras only one vote.
Even if one mentber from a tiny
nation says 'No, I don't waut it',
everything has to stop. So, this is a
mechanism available to us, and it is
up to us how lve use this t.uechanisur
to further our own interests.

We need to take a positive
stance at Iregotiations based on the

principles of liberal ecouotnics aud
try to take advantage of multilateral
trade and iuvestrrent opportunities
as well as face the challenges of
competitirln.

(.4rr illtrerinlpl nnd rlited wrsittr oJ' n tnlk

deliuered on Selttenrher 27,2003 nt St. Xnaiers

Col/r'.qc. M urtrl,,ri).

N,tI{. JilJAN K. I\{UKlloI'ADIIYA)" is

Econonr ic Adviser, Tata Services
Lirn i ted.
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The Political Perspective

Nagindas Sanghavi

There is an English proverb that "Crime never pays". Unfortunately,
in lndia, today, crime pays and pays quite well

I would like to corrcentrate orr
tluee majrir factors which tornlerlt oLlr
public life today - corruption,
criminalization and communaIism.
I am going to treat corruption and
criminalization in one single frame
for the simple reason that to my mind
they are tl're two sides of the same
coin. Corruption and criminalization
are so inter-twined and are so inter-
dependerrt that it will be alrrost
inrpossible for one to exist in the
absence of otl-rer. Both are most
n'idely prevalent in our society and
that canker is corroding our
political structure, making a mockery
of our clemocracy and ruining all our
moral precepts ar-rd principles.

We have reached a position
rvhere politics has becon're almost
powerless to coultteract either clf
thenr because corruption or criuri-
nalization l'ras got our political
leaders, our political parties and our
political institutions in their twirling
coil. We will have to seek a remedy
for such political evil outside the
arena of politics because politics
today has beconte too sick to cLrre
itself.

There is an English proverb
that "Crime ltever pays". Unfortu-
nately, in India, today, crime pays
arrd pays quite well; so much so that
the nrost highly educated, the mctst
powerful and the nrost prospertltrs
set:tions of our s()cietV have lrecortre
the "sarrsoh'is" <tr the starting point
[,\. l\,.11, rlr,,,,r,il.

A forrtrer Uniou Lan'Mitrister
Mr. U. Sharrkarananc'l lvas echoing
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the general feeling lvhc'u he
described oLrr judiciary as a

sheltering umbrella for criminals.
Several liighly placed judges and
most of the experienced lawyers
l"rave expressed similar views. They
felt that to deal with the political evils
of corruption and criminalization we
will have to strengthen our judiciary,
both, numerically and nlorally.

Our judiciary is nunrerically
much more weak when compared
with developed countries. I am told
that in the western democracies
there are 135 judges for every million
of the population. In India tl're figure
is a meagre 13. What will happen
by strengthening the judiciary. A
whole army of criminals and corrupt
people would immediately be
throrvn out of politics if a nur-ne-
rically strong judiciary is able to
discharge its function of awarding
punishmerrts to those who deserve
it. Punishments need not be very
severe, nor be very cruel because
crime and corruption are eradicated,
not by thL'severity of the punishtnent
but by the srviftness rvith rvhich it
is dealt rvith.

Lurk at the \\'ay in which our
Supreme Court dealt with the
Covernment of Gtrjarat. One example
of rvhat a judge can do to clean
politics of both crime and corrllp-
tion. To argue that the judiciary is
a toothless tiger is irrst trot true. Our
judiciary has both sr-rfficierrt powers
. ttr I st t Ilir-ierr I nlrpr r1'l i1 11if i6,s. irr orr r
tit'nes. Oi course tht' jurliciarf itsr.ll'
rreeds certain refornrs and one reasoll
u'ltich preveltts jurlicial reforr.rrs is

[i'reedotrt F'irst October'- I)ecenther 2001]

the immunity which the judiciary
enjoys from public scrutiny and
public criticism. This immunity has
made our judiciary lethargic and
inefficient. Secondly, lawyers, who
are a part of the judicial process are
expected to be the framework and
supporters of the law. Every lawyer
who delays the judicial process
activities with trivialities or who
knowingly defends a crin'rinal by
resorting to tecl'uricalities ougl'rt to be
declared an accomplice and should
be punished as such. This is a harsh
measure but life saving surgery
requires sharp tools and unless
harsh decisions are taken and
implemented, corruption and crimi-
nalization cannot be stopped before
it destroys the very fabric of our
society.

When I begin with judiciary
I am not exempting the political
processes from major scrutiny. Our
political processes, especially the
democratic processes are snlothered
by numbers. Have you ever won-
dered about the hr-rge hordes of
political activists, the unhealthy
numbers of so-called political
aspirants in the name of public
service and the massive upsurge of
ticket seekers and ticket grabbers at
every election from the Lok Sabha to
the local parrchayat? Such enthu-
siasr.rr is not a lrreasrlre of our
denrocratization. It is an indication
of a malignancy in our body politic.
Why are so nlany people, who are
l r o l r-t r 1 1 1 1rr'' t6't r t t: i th r' r i rr tel le-'Cttl a l lV Or

rtrorally, eager t() participate irr the

detnocratic pr()cess. J'here are tn'o
reasolrs for this. The first is the fact



The Political Perspective

that irr a societv lr'here opporturtities
ior ar-lvancenlelrt are so scant\',
politics provides an opportunity to
clintb fronr totarl obscurity and
p()\'ert\/ kr ir visilrilit_t' that is urrheard
ot:. This happens Lrt'cause politics
()p('lts a tr'ind<ru' to a rr't'rrlcl of pt'rks
.rncl privileges. No other clenrocr.rc1,
tlfiers sr-l nrtrch to its legislators or t()
its nrinisters - free residerrtial
cltrarters, cars, laptops, free travel
facilities. Our legislators call beston'
or 'sell' nrany benefits like cookirrg
gas counections, petrol pumps,
residentia I r1uarters arrd comr.rrercia I

crffices to their favourites, helpcrs
arrcl sr-rp;lorters. No otl'rer denrocracy
prrovides their electecl repre-
sentatives free residential cluarters
certainlv rrot USA rror England. The
teutptations offered by public life in
our country are too much for
ordiuary mortals. The only way to

cut don'n the rush clf unscrupulclus
elemerrts to eurlrrace plrblic life anil
open the space for better cltralitl'
leaders, for intelligent and honest
leadership is to drastically cut dorvn
on n1ar1y perks to politiciirrrs. The1,
the'nrselves n,ill never do it. tsut
prrblic F)ressure, r,igilance against
rtrisnse, anc1 more strict enforcemerrt
of the law, may, over a period, helpr.

Conrnrurralisnr is a very
loathsonre diseasc' fronr which our
society has Lreerr suffering for manv
centuries ancl not nrerely clecades.
Anyorre who clainrs or hopes that he
can elimirrate conrnrurralisnr easily
is living irr a fool's paradise. Let us
accept the fact that cclmmunalisn
rrorv, is probably less dangerous
tharr it rvas in our pre-lndependence
days. It was conmunalism that led

to Partition. Irr a ph.rral society like
ollrs/ everv individr-ral arrd ever;'
group clirrgs tenacior-rsly to rvhat it
perceives is iu the best irrterests of
that group. I-et us remerrrber that in
India, every comrtrnnity, and I do
trrake no excelttion, suffers ulore or
less irclnt the ciisease of crlt'rrnrunal
passion. Toda1, every party, every
political leader is competing to rouse
this commurral passion and tcr
derive as much benefit as possible
from this disease. What do we do
abont it? As far as communal
passions are concerned I have
nothing to offer as a soltrtion.
(Att nbbrettitled nrul edited aersion of a talk
dcliueretl ort Septenilter 27, 2003 at St. Xnuiers
College, Munrhai).

PROFESSOR NAGINDAS SANGHAVI
is a rvell-known political commentator
and columnist in the Gujarati press.
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Social justice Imperatives
Sadanand Varde

I think as a community, as a people, we are very docile. We do not
initiate action for the right kind of things.

The foun cla tion o f oLrr
Constitution is social justice. It is
mentioned in the preamble itself -
Justice: Social, Political, and Eco-
ruorrric. If the ideas of social justice
lvere llot to remain on paper, horv
do rve give them concrete shape?
Horv do citizens realize that it is
thror"rgh govenlallce they ought to get
social justice? I read the other day
in the newspaper of a Muslirrr
won'lau who three year's back was
accused of drug peddling. She was
acr-pritted by the High Court. Tl'rree
vears have passed and yet the fact
of her acquittal has not reached the
jail authorities and she continues to
be irr jail. There have been cases of
under-trial prrisoners languishing in
prison trut here you have the
iustance of a person honourably
acclr-ritted by the High Court,
contiuuing to be in iail.

Primary Education

The Directive Principles of
Strte I'olicv irr otrr Constitution have,
iu a rvay, elaborated clrr the way iu
u,hich State port'er should be used
to prourote rvelfare, reduce inequa-
lities, universalise education and so
ou. The Constitution required
goverrrments to universalise educa-
tion in ten years. It is more than 50
vears since the acloption of the
Ctlnstittrtiotr atrd 1'et r\/Lr are far atyay
ir-r,rrr trrriversaI pf i1111,'r, ttl trt'.rIitrrr.
J'lrtr b.tsic prtrtrlenr in Inl, f iL'1f is 1l1g

5\rr l('t.tr SLt ttt t Lll |. llr tttl lils ()l

1,,'litie.rl lights, irr [errrrs trl vtrtint
rights, l)eoplt' are etlual. lJtrt in the
socisl r1 stnrcture thel' are not erlual.

1.1

One had lroped that after adopting
a democratic Constitution, with
industrializatiorr, with the right to
ntove frour one part of the country
to the other, with universal adult
franchise, things should improve.
May be to some extent it has
improved. But the fact remains, that
in our coLurtry a person's status in
life is determirred by where he or she
is born. It contirrues even norv, to be
a dominant reality. If a rnan's status
is determined by rvhere he or she is
born, theu you have before you the
structure of an urrequal society. That
is n'hy, rvhile Dr. Ambedkar on the
one hand spoke about this, he also
made provisiorr, to sonre extent, for
resert,ations. Thclugh reserrrations
became a11 instruurent to gra[r
political p()rver, the fact remains, that
Dr. Ambedkar's doctrine of pre-
ferential opportunities was ureaut to
give social iustice to those who for
gerrerations were denied education,
rvere considered the scun'r of the
carth. I rlo not think, he ever haci
ctlrrsidered caste as an itrstrunrettt of
political L)olver.

Thc're are trvo rvays of looking
at this probleur. lf rlne is to take the
view that reservations in educatioual
institutions, in iobs are to equalize
op-rportuuitv, then this is sonrethinl;
rvlrich rlilitates agairrst the very idea
,'[ .ttt erltt;tl 1ls'111or'1'atit srrcit'lt,
Attotlter \\/it\/, (l nt()r(' c()nstrtrr'tit,t,

r I l:. , :r

opportunities to corre up in life.

Unfortunately, after the
Mandal Commission's recomnren-
dations, reservations became more
an instrument of capturing porver,
an instrument for political mobi-
lization. Even then, I am not
persuaded that reservations are
totally wrong. Therefore, when we
talk about social justice in a society
where people have been denied
opportunities by being born into a

backward caste, reservations have a

place.

Recently the Supreme Court
ruled (what Dr. Ambedkar l'rinrself
hacl said) that reservations could
ruot be more than 50%. In some states
reservations have. touched almost
707o and now there is a move to
provide reservations even for upper
castes based on econonlic back-
wardness. To take a nlore positive
and balanced view of social justice,
I tvtluld like to knon', hon' are the
underprivileged piaced in terms of
education, health facility, housing,
aud other opportunities of life. In
Maltarastra we have 65,000 primary
schools out of which 12,000 schools
i.e. nearly 78o/o are one-teacher
schools. That means, there may be
20() sttrclcnts, 4 classes or 5 classes,

[.rut there is only one teacher. The

l-rt'olrrlrliotr of clrolr-trtrts ;tr.ttottgst

lll"l' :'l':1:'l:ill"i::',:}:r,: l::1
ctrrrsir'lcr it, at lc.rst for ir pcriocl ol cllss, Ir.rrtl l_t'9 or l() srtrvivt'to tirkt:

tittre, a bre.rtltirtg sp;lCe so to sal', 1,,r thc Itratriculatitrtr. That is n'h)' I

People rvlro lravt, [reerr c]errierl think, corrstittrtiotral Pr()\'isi()lls \\'ere

[,'recdortr Firs| Octobet'-Dcccnfter 2001]



The Social Imperatives

made to provide education
particularly for Frersorls from
schecluled castes arrd tribes as a

nlatter of social justice.

Social Reality in Rural India

I wcluld like to share rvith vclu
two cases of n4rat is the social reality
outside the cities. Traditionally, fronr
the days of the British some tribes
were labelled as criminal tribes and
anlollg thern are the Pardhees. A ferv
days back in a village in the
Usnranabad district of Maharashtra,
criminals entered a fanrrer's house,
and killed trvo persons - the farnter
and his wife - and robbed their
belongings. The police were in-
vestigatirrg, when the funeral
p-:rocession of the two persons killed
was movirrg towards the cre-
ruratoriunr. On tlte side of the road
an ST Bus rvas standing at tl're bus
stop. There rvere sonte fi','e Pardhees
inside the bus. They rvere travelling
irr the bus and had nothing to do
with this case as they n'ere from
some other place. At that uronrerrt
sonretrody from the cron'd shoutecl
"these are the people". These five
Pardhees 'rvere dragged out of the
bus, beaten mercilessly and stoned
to death.

Irr Nashik district, a young
[)alit fronr a villa.gc, a collt'se
str-rderrt, fell in love with a Maratha
girl. If it had beeu the other way
rouud, there would probably have
been no problenr. But the Maratha
comnrunity in the area would not
tolerate a Maratha girl marryirrg a

krw caste Dalit boy. Both were of
legally nrarriageable agc'. So thev jtrst
rarl il!\ray ancl trtarriecl. What n,as
thc r.esr.rlt:' 'l he villirgc rvas pillageci
[.\, u [.,]-tt,r-c'rste I lirrdrrs.

l{ece.ntlv au errtire D;rlit hn.stll

in rr villagc irr the l.iaig.rd clistrict ol'

Mairarashtra was attacked and Dalit
houses burrrt because the Dalits
'dared' to drau, rvater froru a rvell
used by the Hindus. The springs
frorn rvhich they drew rvater hacl
dried. So they were compelled to use
a rvell used by the Hindus a

kilometre away. The caste Hindus felt
that the well was polluted. However,
this did not stop the Dalits from
using the well. They continued to
dran' rvater from the'Hindu'well
despite the fact that they were
beaten up as nothing stops a persorl
fronr qrrenching his thirst. So, the
upper caste Hindus brought dirt and
chenricals and polluted the water.

These are not isolated events.
They are widely reported by the
media. So if we are thinking in temrs
of social justice it is governatrce that
matters. Cood governance, effective
govemallce. Unforturrately, barring
a fert' exceptions, those who are
elected as representatives, are not
really bothered about governlnent
progranlmes reaching the people. It
is true that the 73rd and 74th
aureudnrents to the Constitutiorr
giviug polvers to the Panchayats has

done the right thing, We have
reservations for women. In some
places the Sarpanch2 is a wolnall.
Now, I am told, government has
c(rnle out rvith a rule that a Sarpanch
nrust follrlrr' - the t*'o-chilclren
family llornl. But if one is already
elected and it is found tlrat the
persol'l has more than two children,
to disqualify his/her election is not
a proper thing to do. But then in our
hierarchical society does the wontatl
have an1, right, any say about the
Ittttttlrer of clrildren she will have?
If tlrat's rr<lt true atrotrt educatt'd
farnily, n,hat are n,e talkitrg alrout
rttral flrnrilir,rs.

So nry point is that to eclualize'
op1-rortrrnitv to set' that education,

li'rt,:dotrt I"it'st. OcI obet'- Decenfter 2003

healtl'r facility, housing, better roads,
etc. are available to these vulnerable,
deprived sectiorrs of the cclmruurrity,
there must be enough pressrlre on the
govenunellt, cln the elected repre_
sentatives t() ellsrlre that this is being
done.

Purpose of Political Power

Politics today has surrk to
depths of degradation as at r.ro tirne
in the past. I remember, the time
rvhen the Chief Mirrister was talking
about the grave fan"rine situation in
the State, he expanded tl're cabinet
to a record number of 69 ministers.
In Meghalaya out of the 60 members
of the Assenrbly, 40 are ministers.
What is the use of, what we call in
Maratlri Prnyojarrl. What is the
purpose of political power? Wllat is
it meant for? l'olitics is the use of
political power for public service,
public upliftment, for redressal of
grievances, for the removal of
injustice. Politics is not for accu-
mulation of private wealth.
However, politicians and political
parties have lorrg given up this
responsibility. And now, by nrixiug
religion and politics, the situation
has further deteriorated and action
of the kind that we, as secular
citizens desired, is becoming
increasingly impossible.

Accountable Governmcnts

Wherr we are talking about
social justice imperatives, we n'lay
have more larvs in various walks of
life, but we need governments that
are accoLultable. We need repre-
sentatives rvho are answerable arrd
therefore we need citizens lvho are
nrore active, arrc.l are tlore articulate
aud rvlto are arottsed rvhett they fincj
lhat,rrr irtitrstict' is tteitrg clttne.
Othenvist' tr,hatever has treetl n'rittelr
in the Corrstittrtiort n'ill retrraitr on

paper. Attcl, n'c' rvill have to either

!5
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cleperrd ol1 ollr judges or orr good
officers to achieve even partial
results.

Right to Recall

Therefore, the inrperatives, as

I rrnderstarrd thern, are in terms of
strcial actiou b), citizerr's groups and,
I rvould suggest the incorporatiorr
through an amendmerrt to the
Corrstitution of the 'right to recall'
an elected representative who is not
eloing his job for rvhich the people
elected him or her. Tclday, a repre-
serrtative is elected for five years.
Irrespective of rvl'rether he attends the
asseurbly or not, r'vhether he does his
job or not, u'hether or not he makes
illegal money, whether there are
demorrstrations against hinr,
rvhether or not the press writes
against him, his five-year tenure is
safe and secure. We, whcl elected
hinr, can clo uothirrg to legally have
him or her removed if we have lost
coufidence in him. Therefore, can we
think in ternrs of a larv to recall
represerrtatives rvho do not do their
jrrb. Such a larv is, for instance,
plevalent in Switzerlaud and ilr the
sttrte of California in the Ultited
States. I am not sayirrg that this is
the arrswer to our problem because
such a provision also can also be
nrisused. But in today's situation
rvhen neither p()liticians nor elected
l ul)rcsclr[dtives n()r burearrcra[s Iear
the citizeus, n'hat else carr the
citizerrs dcl?

People's Apathy

One reason rvhy pclliticiarrs
arrd political parties rule the roost
is becatrse of the n'iclesprread apathy
of peol-rle like trs. Electious nrav Lre

,l I(,lcilln itlr'.r, lrLrt t,rrr rrnir,,.jts.rl
eXp-re1ie1111. is tlrat illiterntr:, rrrrerlu
\ (rLuLl l)1,\)l)lu, P.1r'trCipi.rle irr l.rr.
1;reater nunrl.rers in the electrlral
Pr()cess bv castin.g their votes tlrirrr
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the url'ran elite. What does this
signify? It signifies that the poor and
uneducated have urrderstood that it
is in their polver to brirrg parties and
individuals to power and u,herr they
are not satisfiecl, they carr throrv
them out next tinre round. But not
the urtran elite rvho have become
cyuical ancl have decided to keep out
of the'dirty game of politics'.

On the other hand today's
urban elite seems to prefer filing writ
petitions irr courts of lalv seekirrg
justice. I am not sayirrg approachirrg
the courts is h'rolrg. But, at the sanre
tin're, at the ward level, at the local
level, it is necessary for local
conu'rrittees to be formed to deal with
problenrs of citizens.

There was a time when I, as

a socialist, believed that social justice

meant that all nleans of production
must be putrlicly orvued. I clo not
subscribe to this belief arry longer as

it is not a solutiorr. But social eco-
rromic justice also inrplies the
pursuit of proper econor.nic policies,
ensrrring that the target groups for
rvhich goverrll'lreut pr()gral'r.lutes are
designed get the full benefit of social
welfare progranures.

Rajiv Carrdhi, rvherr he was
Prime Minister, said tliat he knerv
thiit onlv l() paise of every a rLlpee

earlnarkecl for rvelfare reaclred the
target group. In these circunrstances
he set hinrself a modest target. I{e
said he rvor-rld endeavour kl see that
at least i5 paise reach the target
group! This is a travesty of justice.

Acl.ivc Citizcnship

I beg111 bv clratr,irrg, attenti<ln
Iti Lhc saci c(rse ()f i1 \\/()ll'ran r'r,ho n,as

;rcrlrrilleri ;tl-tlr t'ltrt. trial 1.\' a cotrlt
iatv uttei t ct sptrttt tlu'ctr vt:at's trr j.ril.

What dicl the Iligh Court do n'herr
tltis rr'as brought to tlteir rrotice? lVrs

I'rcccl.orrt If irsl Octobu'-Dccctnbu' 200il

any olle punished? Did any one
suffer? That is the trap;edy of our
democracy. Therefore, the State must
pLlrsLle proper 1'rolicies, government
must be accountable and the courts
of justice must ensure tl'rat their
decisiorrs and orders are properly
implemer.rted. The rulers, our elected
represerltatives, are permanently
insulated from action. We may have
stray instances of actior-r being taken,
but overall it is the agencies to
rvhom l referred which have got to
be made nrore effective. Finally, how
do I, as arr individual as a citizerr
relate to these problems? Do I feel
motivated to write a letter to a

newspaper, do I feel like writing a

letter to the person concerned rvho
has done something H'rong?
Recently, the entire Board of Directors
of the jalgaon District Co-operative
Bank was suspended and an
Administrator named. The court
ordered that the properties of all the
directors be confiscated because they
had misbehaved. The Chairman
Itappeus to be a Minister. He has not
resigned. Everr u'orse is the fact that
the Chief Minister has not kicked him
or"rt of the cabirret. This is the kind
of political culture that brings our
democracy into disrepute.ln England
today, Tony Blair is going throrrgh
arr ordeal, for having'sexed' up the
intelligence report to justifv takirrg
tsritain into n,ar against Irac1.

I thirrk as a coullLlnity, as a

people, we are very docile. We do uot
initiate action for the right kirrd of
thirrgs. Nor are we nrotivated or
morred to do thilrgs when 1ve see

sonrething \\rr()ng is lreing d()lte.
There rvas this ar,rrful instatrce of
Irtore tharr a tl<rzen pers()lrs irt a traitt
rvatching ir nrirror girl being raped
;tttLl ttirl ()n{'!r(ring lo lrr'r rr'st-tte. l\4llV

lre this is the resrrlt rrf tlre tlintl-set
at the top n'hich pet'ltreates clon'tr

anrl corrtrit trtes to so ttrrtclt aPatht',



The Social Imperatives

so much irractic'ln, so much indif-
ference saying it is not my busiuess.
More so it is the case rvith the
eclrrcated, the eulightened, the elite.
With the rise of consnmerisnr, rvith
the type of gliterrnti that now appears

to be the staple diet of the press,
glitter secl'ns to have become the
ideal of life. Our seusitivity, our
motivation is blunted. I am not
blan-ring ar1yolle. I am tremendously
moved when I get into a bus and see

a school-gc'ring boy with bags in
hand, seeing arr old man, getting up
immediately to girre him a seat. This
gives me the feeling that all is r-rot

lost. There is hope yet.

Finally I will tell you a story,
that has irrspired me. It is rrot a true
story. It is tl're subject of a

documentary by Sai Paranjpe. This

docunrentary is about an old man in
a village rvho goes to the post office
to collect a nroney order sent to hirn
by his sorr employed irr a distant
industrial torvn. The old man has his
grandson with him. The grandson
sees his grarTdfather putting his
thumb impression and take his
money. He asks his grandfather
'Grandpa rt'hv did you put your
thumb impression. Can you not
write? His grandpa replies, 'no, I
cannot lvrite, I cannot read, I never
went to scl'rool'. The grandson asks:
'Grandp'ra if I teach you, will you
learn? 'Sure', replies his grandfather
'l will' . Within two or three months
the old man is able to write his own
rlal1le. The next time the postntan
con'les with the money, tl're postman
puts tl're stamp pad in front of tl're
old man. The clld man pushes aside

the stamp pad, takes the pen fronr
the postman's pocket and signs his
name. This is a very sinrple story. But
one grandchild's action changed the
life of an old man. This symbolises
the type of action that is required in
a dernocratic set-up like ours. The
little boy is my role model. That is
all I have to say.

I Bnsli - a l-lincli u'ord for drvelling, a place
rvherc pcople livc. In this case rvhere thc
Dalits live.

z $iryatrclt - A l{indi rvord for the head
of the l'anchayat.

' Prnyojnn - Marathi rvortl for purpose.

(An nlthreuiated and erlited ucrsion of n tnlk
deliuered ott Septenrber 27,2003 at St. Xatiers
College, Mumhni).

PROFESSOR SADANAND VARDE is an
educationist, social worker and former
rninister for education in the governnrent
of Maharashtra.

lndia-lsrael Cooperation in the United States

When the (US) House of
Representatives passed a $3 billion
aid package for Pakistan this week
(July 2003), Jewish and lndian
American lobbyists teamed up to
win an amendment pressuring
Pakistan to stop lslamic militants
from crossing into lndia.

Despite their obvious
differences, the alliance has the
potential to magnify the voices of two
communities that are small in
number - about 5.2 million Jews and
1.8 million lndians - but highly
educated, affluent and attached to
democratic homelands facing what
they increasingly view as a common
enemy.

ln recent months, pro-lsrael
dll\.i PIU-ll lUld IvUUyrJtJ JuuuuJrr!rr)

worked together to garn the Bush

administration's approval for lsrael to

sell four Phalcon early warning radar
planes to lndia for about $1 billion,
a deal that has alarmed the
Pakistani government. Three years
ago, the United States blocked a
nearly identical proposal for lsrael to
sell radar planes to China.

Participants said the alliance
has been quietly forming for several
years.

The American Jewish
Committee, for example, has sent
seven delegations to lndia since
1995, and two years ago it took a
group of lndian American leaders to
visit lsrael. This year, it is opening
a permanent liaison office in lndia and

completing renovations to an

serves rnostly Muslim children in the

lndian state of Gujarat, according to

Jason lsaacson, AJC's director of
government and international affairs.

Since the collapse of the
Soviet Union, however, lndia has
become one of lsrael's largest
business partners, with more than

$1 billion in trade and many high{ech
joint ventures. So far, the Jewish-
lndian alliance in the United States
has focused on foreign policy. But

the two communities also have
combined forces on electoral politics.

They worked to defeat former House

member Cynthia McKinneY, whom
they perceived as antagonistic both

to lsrael and to lndra.

Excerpts from a report filed by Alan
Cooperman in lhe Washington Posl.
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What India Needs!

What India Needs!

V. N. Torgal

We are today practicing the method of policing the evils of greed and
corruption that are eating into the vitals of our nation. lnstead we should
adopt measures to prevent the rise of these evils as we did in the past.

The exclamation mark rvhich of the existing institutions like the copying at examinations n'hich
I have aclded to the cluestion raisecl Supreme Court, the Election today is a national evil. One
by the erlitor is symptomatic of the Commission ancl the reports of the government in Uttar Praclesh u'ent
maze \^'e have tvoven around us in various commissions like the to the extent of handcuffing the
the 56 years of our freedom. Iluman Rights Commission, the copying students! The neer{ here is

Sarkaria Commission etc. to prevent the spreac'l of the malady.
We sidelinec-l the spirit of flre

ilnn we acceptecl as our mentor and
revered as the father of the nation.
We sent his "Hind Swnrnj" to the
library shelf ancl aped the 19th
century ideals of democracy ancl
20th century ideals of planning .We
failecl in both except for the 'vote' in
democracy and in the mixture of
planning and anarchic f ree
competition in our economic ideals.

A friencl of mine, a former
MLA anc-l of the Lohia school of
thor.rght, says that the political ideals
of rvestern democracy ancl the
economic icleals of anarchic free
competition or of centralisecl plan-
ning were totally alien to the dream
of txrr frttdonr fighters cspetrially clf
the 1942 Quit India struggle. They
had clreamec-l vaguely of village
republics in a decentralizec-l federal
constitution for India. But u'e strayerl
from this clream ancl have got
onrselves into an impossible maze
of greeci anrl corruption.

What rt,e neecl totlay is to
rt'r'ive llrt' ntt'nrrrries of tlre qreal nrarr
not ritrralisticallv hrrt to follorv his
:,1'.tl ,f"lI:::.1t" r:'.ri"'lli : '

atrV ttlolri,ttr itlt'a ()r (r l1(t(l tlr..rrr
!\/tt t:an lrt rrt-l thc Irt:scnt strtrt:ttrrt.
to iorm il l'l('\\'sct rrp rvith tht: ht:l1r

The new ideal of the nation
should be simple living ancl high
thinking. It does not mean austere
living but living n'ithout ugly luxury.
The ideal of simple living ant-l high
thinking has been till today (except
for the social life of the citizens of
the Greek republics) an indivi-
dualistic ideal which now needs to
be practiced as a national ideal

Thc' late revert:tl Ra ja-
g,opalachari is reportecl to have
rvashed his dhoti and jubbn even
when he was the first lndian
Governor General of free India ancl
later H'hen he was ljome Minister
in the Central Cabinet. This shoulcl
rrol. be clismissorl simply as an
inclivitlualistic gestr-rre btrt shoulcl be
inspire the nation to adopt the icleal
of simple living ancl high thinking.
That is the only n'ay n'hich can help
us get rid of the helplessness of
accepting corruption and greecl as
a way of life.

We are torlav practicing, thtr
nrt'thorl of polit'ine thr' evils of grcc,l
antl r:ornrption that anr eating int<r
rl. . ir.1..,1,.,,r,.'ti,,. 1,.,.t,,., 1,,,,

slr<rLrlrl atloPI rnt'asrrrcs ltr l)r('\'('11t
thc risc of thcsc t'r'ils as n'c t'lirl in
tht' P351. 

'lir rvit a verv small t'r'il, tlrc

lrt : c r/o t t t l-t rs t O t' ltt be t. 1) ec e n t Ltc r 2 0 03

Similarly an elective post
shouLl be seen as an obligation and
a responsibility and not as a prize
post of 'votecracy'. This will lead to
the miracle of making orrr public life
purer and cleaner.

But all this needs a little
needling by the top leadership of the
country and by the various
institutions, rvhich are even tociay
trying to ricl us of the malaclies in
our national life.

A decentralizecl political and
economic setup will automatically
leac{ to the ideal of simple living and
high thinking r+'hich in turn will
prevent the rise of social evils like
corruption and greerl in their
multifariorrs forms.

I may even make bolcl to say
that this will be an answer to
terrorism which is stalking the
cotrntry today.

MR. V. N. TORGAL is a school lcacher
in Bijapur in Karnataka.

Democracy means sticking
to the rules of the game,
even when the reteree ls
not looking.

Manfred Hausmann
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In Free India - Only Politicians, No Statesmen. Only Netas, No Leaders

|ust Think It Over

M. D. Kini

What lndia needs is clarity of thought and action which can be done only
by taking into account all facts and truths of the present and the past, and

chart a course of action for a great future.

I believe that rve are all getting
into a rut. We are all so sure that we
have solutions for all the problems.
We have our heroes and villains. We
forget that heresy of one age becomes
the orthodoxy of another. If any
problenr does not get solved by
pursuing one, supposedly perfect,
solution, we do not look for some
other solution. The mind-set is the
sanle as that of erstwl'rile
communists. Facts and truths have
to conform to our theory.

Let me explain.

The lndian state started witl'r
three great prirrciples - Socialism,
Secularism and Non-alignnrent.
They are indeed great principles.
Ilorvever, our definiticlu of them
made a mockery of these principles.

Socialism meant not just state
control, but state ownership -
commarrding heights of the
ec()n()nry. lndividtral itritiative and
eutrepreneurship was frowned
uporr. 'Profit' \vas a dirty word. The
liceuce-permit raf that was created

made India one of the slowest
economies of the world. They called
it Hindu rate of growth, for what
reason l do not know. They were all
secularists. This socialism neither
created wealth, much less dishibuted
it. It could only distribute poverty.
The long lirres for ration,long delay
for a telephone, a scooter or a

(outdated) car was routine for Indian
people. I still remember the curbs on
cenrent production when there was
a great demand for it for housing etc.
We were planning for an economy
of scarcity rather than plenty. Who
does not remember Mr. Antulay and
l'ris trusts? All this changed wl'ren
Mr. Narsiml'ra Ilao and Dr.
Manurohan Singh took a bold
decision to liberalise tl're Indian
econon'ly or rather were forced to do
it. Not that India has solved its
econornic problems. But there is
hope it will, in a few years. I still
remember what Mr. Masani said at
that title - that lve irre not against
the ideals of socialism but the
nrethodology.

As far as non-alignnrent is

concerned, less said the better. Its
hollowness rvas revealed when
China attacked India and the
'support' that India received from
other non-aligrred countries. Now, of
course, it has withered away after
the Soviet collapse.

This brings us to the tl'rird
pillar - secularism.

Secularism has degenerated
into anti-Hindu. This has been well
sunrmed up by V. K. Sinha, in his
piece, Hindrism and Hindutaa where
he approvingly quotes Arthur
Koestler to say "Hinduism has to die,
if India lras to live" (Freedom First,

Jul1,-5"Or",,rber, 2003). There is no
respect for Hindu serrtiments,
whether it is Hindu Code Bill and
Temple trusts (both by a secular
state), Cow-slaughter (banned by
evell sonle Muslim rulers) or evell
lightirrg a lamp to inaugurate a

frrrrction. llon,ever, triple talac1, non-
rutaiutenance of a divorced lady is

hailed as sacrosallct and has to be
accepted to respect the sentiments of
the minorities. The real problems of

Participants at the Seminar on "What lndia Needs" held on September 27, 2003, St- Xaviers College,
Mumbai:

Mr. Avind A.Deshpande r Maj.Gen. (Retd.) E. D'Souza o Mr. J. B. D'Souza r Mr. E. J. Fernarrdes r Mr. Thomas
FernandezoMr.AV.KarnikrMr.YoqeshKamdarrMrFTKhorakiwalaoFr.ConradlvlascarenhasS.J..Mr.i.
K. Muktropadhyay o Mr. A. D. Moddie o Fr. Lancy Pinto S. J. r Mr Sidney Pinto r Mr. S. V. Raju r Mr. S. Rarrrachandran
e Mr. R. Ramakrishnan. Mrs. Kashmira Rao. Prof NJartirrdr" Qrnnh-"; t't, i--l-., l.-. -,,,-,,,,o.,u,,.,"rtuu
.-'iiloil. r'rot. V. K. Silrha r Dr R. Srinivasan o Dr. Mary Thonras o Prof. Sadanand Varde r Fr. Paul Vaz S. J.. Mr.

F. R. Virrcenl
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Just Think It Over

Muslinrs - tl'rat of healtl'r and
edrrcatiorr are of no cotrsequetrce to
thenr or to the supporters of the
Muslim ideutity. Irr the name of
secularism, there is tyranrry by a

nrirrority clf secularists. Indian
PlriltrsoPh)' rvhich proclaiurs that i-rll

roads lead to tl're same goal and all
rivers lead to the same sea, is by
dcfinition catholic and secular. It
accepts, not r-uerely tolerates, other
rt'ilys sf \\rorship. There is scc'r1'le for
charrge in I{iudu tradition and
custour since it is lrot codified for all
eterrrity by one book or one prophet.
The concept of Dharma is the basis
of Hinduism - that rvhich sustains
society.

Wirerr I read a series of
articles irr the Freedom First on the
post-Godhra canlage, " Mera Bharat
Mahan " I realized that whatever has

happeneci has a gerresis. We have
not tackled the causes of Hindu-
Muslim conflict. The Indian State's
policv all along has widened the
divide rather tharr bridge it. Hence,
I sent the article, "Hindu-Muslim
Divide : Can We Bridge It?" While

nobody can hold a brief on the
beastly acts of re\/engLr, I felt rve have
to go a little deeper into the problem
of Hindu-Muslinr Divide, its genesis

anr-l find a solution to the prroblenr.
I believed that your liberal quarterly
ntould publish nry piece anc-l tlrron'
open its pages for a discussion on
the top'ric. I rvas a little clisappointed
r.vhen you did rrot publish it.

Later, I sent it to three leadirrg
nervspapers. While one regretted its
inability to publish it, others did not
even acknowledge it. This is how
'liberal' our press is. They do not go
beyond the conventiorral wisdom.

You say, politiciarrs have ucr
/courage to take right decisions' atrd
you also say, 'viewing the problem
from different perspectives'. In what
way you are different from these
politicians? You are a prisoner of
your prejudices just like all others.
There is no open mind. We cannot
put problems under the carpet all the
time. They will contirrue to haunt us
urrtil n'e confrorrt thenr.

What India needs is clarity of
thor-rght and actictn wl-rich can be
dorre only by taking into accouut all
facts and truths of tl're present ar.rd

the past, and chart a course of action
for a great future. There is a place
I'or all - nrajority as n'ell as
mfurorities. The future has to be based
on equality and human dignity as

enshrined not merely in the
Constitution arrd the Human Itights
Charter of the UNO but all also in
the Indiarr tradition, wl'rich says we
are all sparks of the same divine.

The days of liberals like Rajaji,

Gopalkrishna Gokhale and
Mahadev Govind Ranade who
combined tradition, rnodernity and
liberalism dr€ rrow over. We are now
in an age of radicals who want to
uproot the traditions of this country',
lock, stock and barrel. Communists
have failed irr this. The'liberals'will
also fail in tl"ris task.

Just think it over.

NII{. IU. D. KINI. is a freelance writer
and a fornrer editor of Freedon First.

Where Do We Go From Here

I attended the meeting held recently to discuss
"What lndia Needs". All the participants came out with good
suggestions on several issues. I also read the exhaustive
remedies put forward by Mr. Moddie.

At the end of the day, a big question arose in my
mind as to who and how the recommendations can be
put into practice. Today, we lndians do not discharge our
duties and responsibilities and many of us do nol even
know what are our responsibilities and duties. Our country
has many political parties and nelas who are in the
business of politics only for their personal gains of power
and wealth No consideration of the Constitution or of the
[-)r rle nf I rrar nrevent lhoryr frnm 6rrrsrrirtrt their nlrtrideriDo
activities. They have becorne extra constitutional power
centres. Even Supreme Court directives and orders,
articles and sections in the Constitution are

R. Ramakrishnan

misinterpreted, diluted and circumvented to suit their
misdeeds and they come out with all sorts of
explanations that reflect their disrespect for the law.
Today this is possible only because of indifferent
behaviour of the citizens and voters' apathy over the
decades.

Under these circumstances, how do we go
about implementing the remedial measures? Who and
from where should corrective actions begin, is the big
question that arises. Freedom First should begin a

campaign irnnrediately for edr-rcating the masses, of
their responsibilities and duties along with the remedial
nreasrrres I el olhers follov,r tomorrorv.

R. RAMAKRISHNAN is General Secretary of Swatantra
Party, Maharashtra Unit.
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Rt ections Serious and Facetious

India Vs. Israel

For decades, India, in order to prlease the Musliru harclrvare, i. the ma^'facture of rvhicl.r, lsrael excels.
rr'ttrltl, ignored Israel, giving it otrlt'a Colrsttlar status The i^teractio' .f t'ur tr..'s r'itlr tlrt,ir Isracli
in lJombay. Moslte Dayan had to be sneaked in by the counter'arts lnay be o' the cards. High o' the list, also,
Morarji Desai Gorreruurent, rvhile a projected visit by is expertise i. horticulture, as Israel's ecorlomy is at least
I'rirrre Minister Netanyahu, had to be carrcelled, because 50% of agricultural products.
the resporrse to this initiative was lukewarm. The tsJP

has taken a uruch more frieudly pro-lsrael stance, and India and Israel have much in con'lltlol'1, chief of
rvhen Mr. Sharou cat'ne this time, he received a ivarl'tl rvhich is that both of then are democracies, rvl'rile other
rvelcotle. surrourrdirrg countries are dictatorships and medieval

mouarchies. Both face the problem of terrorism on their
The change rvas slow it't comit'tg, but it has finally borders. The Sharo. visit therefore had a historic

coule. hrdia and Israel have much to exchartge. High sigrrifica.ce both for India and Israel.
on Inciia's priorities, are vital weapolls of ntilitary

An Asian Who Made It To The Booker Prize List
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Next to the Notrel I'rize for literature, is the Booker

for a nerv novel. Both excite public iuterest. This year,
the onlv Asian to reach the finals, is Monika Ali of
Bangladesh. Her offering is "Brick Lane". It is the story
of a Bangladeshi bride, transported from Bangladesh
to London's East End, and her slowly getting accustomed
to the very different anrbience clf her rrew home. The
author is an Oxford graduate, rvhich suggests tltat lter
rtn'n life, is not eutirely her autotriography, in terms of
social mores. The bookies are reported to have a field
day, as the Booker award is a prestigious award. (lt is
nice to know that the Booker is sufficiently honoured,

Leandc'r Paes is the prlidg of Indian sport. Itt
cotnbirration rvith Mahesh Bhupathi, lte has been
successfr.rl in numerous "doubles" tournantertts. In nrixed
rlottbles, also he rvon rvith Martina Navratilova, receutly
in Wimbledon. He apparently lives in the U.S. It was
there, that he got himself checked into a private hospital
for what lookecl like a bad attack of flu. After further
tests a[ the hospital, it rvas cliscoverec'l that he had a

brain lesion, rvhiclr could be carcinogenic. He rvill
certairth, Ire eifcctir,cll'trut oi action - cslr.ciallv ii it is
a caltcer()Lrs tuurour. It is urrfccling alrelcll' to sl.rcculate ,

trv a nation, rvhich is prinrarily enthused only by sport.
Amazingly, Monika Ali, was suffering from the aftermath
of the "baby blues", follorving the birth of her child. This
proved to be a fruitful depression. She was driven to
rvrite, and has come up trumps. Actually, someone in
the publishing world saw a part of the novel, and got
her, an advance of 300,000 pounds, evel'r before the
11'llqrle manuscript rvas readv. This tinre's likely rvinner
is J. M. Coetze, n'hich would make him the only three-
time lvirrner of the prize. One wishes that Monika Ali
beconres a surprise winrter*.
' This uns zurillen belore the Booker Prize zuas nrurcwtced.

Why Leander?

good people suffer, the blows of Fate. If there is a just
Cod, this should not be. The Book of Job , poses this
perennially unanswerable question, where God and the

clevil battle for the mind and faith of the protagonist
job. The protagonist wins - but after years of misery,
duriug which he is afflicted with many torments, and
loses his children too. It is stated that when his cl'rildrerr

riied, nerv sons atrd daughters rvere givetr ttl him - as

if ;11'111 11L,11r "issue", makes up for someolle knorvn and
loi'ctl. l\,4,',rrrrvlrilc, let us liopc that the operatiorr n'ill
be ott it rl()lr-callcerous ttttttour. Ile deserves to be

' ,;,., .,,.,,i, i,. r,,i, i,.,(rL,iL r\'l,r(r_r i\ ,r(rr\rL\r r\ rllr ril(lli-\ \U(ll5 t)l 5l)()ll'5 rllltrlll.\ r rr rr( I

in thc U.S. OIr",r.'
/ lri.s arts l,rillttt l'r'ltrr'il it',ts r/istlirt't'ttl llnt lltt /t'sitrtt zt''ri's l"'tti'irt

Ilc trrings uP a (lllest'on. If Cird is jtrst, rr,hy tltr

Louella Lobo Prabhu
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Creating A Scientific Outlook

Creating a scientific temperament, is one of the

Constitution's many Directive Principles. Yet, large
numbers of people diecl, and many more rvere iniureci
in the Kumbh Mela at Nasik, n'here 50 lakhs of people
participated. There was a group of sndhus at loggerheads
rvith another group of sndhus, n'ho hacl priority in taking
the bath, first. The second group, or the other group,
rvalked grimly to the site of the "srtcnrl" (the traditional
bathing place), and threw coins into the ground.ln the

anxiety to pick them up, (what price sanctity?) people
bent down in a narrolv lane, they rvere pttshed as they
bent down, and then, all hell broke loose, bringing about
death and devastation.

One should not blame Ilindus alone, for not
having a scientific temper. Rituals anc{ myths, seems

to have no logical reasoning behind them. In fact, this
is not the first of its kind in Nashik, where disaster has

stmck at least a fourth time. Put together with other holy
shrines, the total of people H'ho died, in their quest for
Gocl, makes up for a formiclable nttmber.

The question to be asked, is u'hy Cocl rejects the
tleep faith of the people rvho corne to seek Him. Insteacl
of blessings rvhich are the motivation that makes pilgrims
travel , often great distances, they meet r.l'ith death, in
a gruesome fashion. Christians are better. It is lucky that
the pilgrims to Vailankanni, c-lo not break out with plague
or some other disaster, as the shrine, not once a year,
but every day, plays host to people of all communities.

As God is everywhere, it is unnecessary to access

hinr en masse in such places. In fact, there is much to be
said in favour of a private silent prayer, instead of one
which is hemmed in by noise, and the sweat of human
bodies.

Intellectual Intolerance

One of the two episodes I will be writing about
relates to Catholicism. The Church at St. Thomas's
Mount has a group of statues in which St. Thomas is
preaching to people of cliJferent faiths, ancl n'alks of life.
The statues have been there, for cluite a long time. But
the administration suddenly decided that the sculpted
presence of Brahmins, wearing their sacrecl threads,
constituted an offensive affront to Christianity. They
remol'ed the statues. In so doing, they were practising
Christian fundamentalism, and effectively destroyed the
legacy of St. Thomas' work, of which the high point, is
the fact that he had an appeal for people of all religions.
Malabar, and the West Coast, have Christians converted
from the upper classes, whereas in the rest of India, they
came from the lower depths.

The second case of intellecfual intolerance, comes
form Madhya Pradesh. Notecl folklorist and personality,
Habib Tanvar, was touring the State with his group of
folk artists. The Bajrang Dal decided to make it
impossible for him to stage a performance. They pursued
him from town to torvn, and in one case, removecl the
electric pole of the auditorium. This, despite the fact that
the District Commissioner ancl the Supreintendent of
Police r,r'ere both in the audience. The only crime rvlri,'h
warranted this systematic persecution, is, that thc l, ' lt'r
of the group is a Muslim. The Bajrang Dal deprn'e'cl
people of their right to see something of their own
choosing.

... lf teachers and student leaders do not give (the) lead,
is there nothing that the individual student, at least the
college student, can do by himself? I think he can, as
every individual citizen can. The least that every one of
us can do is to be human. lf each one of us took some
care to arouse his humanity, lndia would be a different
country. There would then be no paradox of starving
children on the one side and heavily laden dinner tables
on the other.

'Ibwar cls /olal /-levolulron V<-tlun te
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Euthanasia -
The applied ethical issue of euthanasia, or

mercy killing, concerns whether it is morally
permissible for a third party, such as a physician,
to end the life of a terminally ill patient who is in
inlense pain. The euthanasia controversy is part
of a larger issue concerning the right to die. Staunch
defenders of personal liberty argue that all of us
are morally entitled to end our lives when we see
fit. Thus, according to these people, suicide is in
principle morally permissible.

For health care workers, the issue of the right
to die is most prominent when a patient in their care
(1) is terminally ill, (2) is in intense pain, and (3)
voluntarily chooses to end his life to escape
prolonged suffering. ln these cases, there are
several theoretical options open to the health care
worker. First, the worker can ignore the patient's
request and care can continue as usual. Second,
the worker can discontinue providing life-sustaining
treatment to the patient, and thus allow him to die
more quickly. This option is called passive
euthanasia since it brings on death through
nonintervention. Third, the health care worker can
provide the patient with the means of taking his own
life, such as a lethal dose of a drug. This practice
is called assisted suicide, since it is the patient, arrd

The Debate

not technically the health care worker, who
administers the drug. Finally, the health care worker
can take active measures to end the patient's life,
such as by directly administering a lethal dose of
a drug. This practice is called active euthanasia
since the health care worker's action is the direct
cause of the patient's death. Active euthanasia is
the most controversial of the four options and is
currently illegal in the United States. However, several
right to die organizations are lobbying for the laws
against active euthanasia to change.

Two additional concepts are relevant to the
discussion of euthanasia. First, volunlary euthanasia
refers to mercy killing that takes place with the explicit
and voluntary consent of the patient, either verbally
or in a written document such as a living will. Second,
non-voluntary euthanasia refers to the mercy killing
of a patient who is unconscious, comatose, or
otherwise unable to explicitly make his intentions
known. ln these cases it is often family members
who make the request. lt is important not to confuse
non-voluntary mercy killing with involuntary mercy
killing. The latter would be done against the wishes
of the patient and would clearly count as murder.

htt p ://www. u t m. e d u/re s e a rch/i e p/e/e uth a n a s. htnt

The May 5, 2003 issue of The New Yorker has an extensive article on Dr. Francis Moore, possibly
the most influential surgeon of the 20th Century. Two years ago Dr. Moore, who was then in his late 80s,
rose from the breakfast table and went into his study and shot himself to death. Apparently no one knows
why - he left no note. A close friend who is also a surgeon said that he was not surprised by the suicide.
Several others said the same thing. A colleague who was then in an assisted care facility said, "lf you
ask any of us, we all have some kind of plan." He then confided that he had a special bottle of pills in his
bathroom cabinet. Dr. Moore was a controversial figure, in spite of his tremendous accomplishments. His
philosophy is given on the first page of his textbook: "A good doctor bmploys any effective means avail-
able And if there is no effective means available? Then you must try to come up with one. Death must
never be seen as acceptable." This world-famous surgeon, reviled by many for his new and unproved des-
ncrato nraaqrrr6q on rhe drrin.r - "the doctor who would trv anvthino" - nrade srtre that he controlled his
ourn death

Ann M. Lewis, San Francisco
Hemlock Member

I,' r t' arl o r n l.- i r s t O ciob e t' - D e cc n ft e t' 2 0 0 3
OF



Net News and Views!

RIGHT TO DIE ACTIVISM AND days in jail, Martens was granted bail, but with strict

GOVERNMENT CRACKDOWNS conditions. These include a 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew,

Bv Stephen Jamison, Executive Director, [:il?i #;"iy,:::::ffi'f"1,lil TT:ii""jJ?:"Jworld Federation of Right to Die soci,eties tuoing, accessing a computer, using the lnfernet,worldfed@pacbell'net 

"; ;;;; possessing right-to-die literature and
At the same time that right to die organizations materials.

worldwide are working to secure laws for assisted
dying, numerous individuals still use "extra-legal"
means to end their lives. They secure secret
assistance from their own physicians, family members
or friends. ln addition, there are those who assist
in other ways by providing information or counseling
on non-medical methods of suicide, or even items
or devices that can be used to help end the lives
of the dying. Not surprisingly, some individuals have
taken high profile approaches to change the law
and others have taken risks to provide what they
see as vital information or help to the dying. The
media, hungry for controversy, readily seek out such
individuals, including the dying who are in need of
help as wellas those who provide assistance in some
way. This can certainly increase publicity for one's
cause. We see this in court challenges by and for
such people as Diane Pretty in Britain and Ramon
Sampedro in Spain. Even after their deaths, their
names are invoked to garner support for legal
change. Some deaths have even been designed
to challenge laws, including Sampedro's death and
those of Sue Rodriguez in Canada and Nancy Crick
in Australia. And there have been other extra-legal
efforts, some more public than others.

One of the dilemmas involved in fighting for
legal change and using extralegal means to achieve
it is that it can alert both the media and authorities,
and the risk is that those who push the boundaries
of the law may find that "the law" sometimes pushes
back. We see this currently in a variety of disturbing
events worldwide.

SOME CELEBRATED CASES

ln Canada, Evelyn Martens, 72, an active
member of Canada's Right to Die Network, was
arrested and charged with courrseling and aiding
the suicides last vear of two women who were
believed to be terminally ill. Some accr-tsations
involve the provision of plastic bags, tubing, and
helium to aid in their deaths. After spending several

ln Australia, Queensland authorities are
deciding whether to file charges against any of the
21 witnesses to the suicide of Nancy Crick last year.
Earlier, to publicize her cause a website was
established which carried journal entries from Crick
and described her intentions. The investigation into
her death included simultaneous raids of the homes
and offices of various individuals and groups
associated with Crick and the right to die. By all
appearances, this was not solely an attempt to
secure information about possible wrong doing, but
also was an attempt to quell some of the more vocal
proponents of the right to die movement in the
region. Recently, one of these "witnesses said that
he watched Crick end her life, was "proud lo be
there", and was "tired of waiting to be charged".
The 21 never intended to remain hidden, as they
were present to show support for Crick and "to bring
the issue into the open", but followed legal advice
to stay quiet. lf charged with and convicted of assisting
a suicide, the crime carries a maximum life sentence
in Queensland.

Linked to Crick's much-publicized suicide,
authorities have continued their efforts to stop the
work of Dr. Philip Nitschke. Since the repeal in 1998
of the Northern Territory voluntary euthanasia law,

Nitschke has both worked for legal change and has
held "clinics" at which information on suicide is

discussed and controversial suicide devices are
demonstrated. Since Crick's death, he has been the
target of what he sees as "government harassment".
Authorities have raided his offices looking for
evidence, confiscated material, and have taken
other actions to prevent his promotion of "self help"
approaches to suicide. ln another crackdown,
Arrstralia also is Dlannino to rrrevent the email
distribLrtion of any information on suicide methods
They have cited "expert" studies that supposedly
show the risk of lnternet access to such infortnation.
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ln New Zealand, Lesley Martin, has been
charged with the attempted suicide of her mother
in 1998. Martin, a right-to-die activist and writer, was
arrested after describing the events surrounding her
mother's death in her book. For a time, as a
condition of her bail, Martin was not only barred
from discussing her case, but also from canrpaigning
for the legalization of voluntary eutharrasia. All this
occurred at the same time a Death with Dignity bill
was being readied for introduction. This bill would
force a conscience vote on euthanasia eight years
after it was last debated by Parliament. Some see
Martin's arrest as an attempt to silence her.

NEW DIRECTION

These are not isolated cases. There have
been others, and there will continue to be other
cases for as long as individuals and groups see
the need to challenge the law in extralegal ways.
Though we should not see the responses by
authorities as necessarily organized, they do point
to a change of direction where they occur. They
have begun to pay closer attention to the lnternet,
and to information discussed within the right to die
movement, and also to what is reported in the
media. Authorities are no longer willing to sit back,
especially when confronted. Regardless of how each
of us may individually feel about these and other
extralegal activities, "protest deaths", or challenges
to authority, right to die organizations need to pay
close attention..r

Man Faces Charges in Apparent
Mercy Kill

By John Christoffersen

Associated Press, March 31, 2003 - Prosecutors
were to file murder charges against an B9-year-old
man who smothered his BS-year-old wife in her
nursing home bed to end her pain. Bridgeport,
Connecticut police said Meyer, who uses a
wheelchair, told officers that he had suffocated his
wife of 63 years, who had been suffering from a
chronic illness and was in constant pain. Meyer and
hts r,vife shared a room at the nursirrg lrorne rnrhere

they had lived since November 2001. He told police
lll5 !JllU lldU uCgg(i\-t ltrllt tu ,,r,1, ,,r, .,,- -- , ,, .,.-]-
hrs way to her bed and lreld a pillow over lrer face.

An arrest warrant was issued for l/lorris Meyer,

who was being evaluated at a hospital. lt was not
clear when he would be arrested, but State's Attorney
Jonathan Benedict said he would be subsequenily
released on a promise to appear in court. Said
Benedict, "l don't recall prosecuting anybody this
age for murder or anything else that comes to mind.
It was a faily easy call based on his confession.
It's tragic. But regardless of the amount of pathos
involved, our duty is to prosecute and enforce
Connecticut's laws. This is clearly a violation of the
murder statute."

Marsha Meyer, one of Morris and Cornelia
Meyer's two daughters, decried the prosecutors'
decision. "Not an B9-year-old man," she said. "He

can hardly walk any more. lt was an act of mercy."
Marsha Meyer said her parents were devoted to
each other, more than anyone could be, and her
father, a retired machinist, was never violent. "He
just keeps saying, 'Your mother is happy now, We're
all going through hell but she's happy.' said Marsha
Meyer, who had never seen her father cry until now.
"That's all he's doing now," she said. "He keeps
crying."*

Reproduced with permission from Derek Humphry's non-
profit ERGO right-to-die mailing list, Right_to_die@efn.org

o Unless the "person who wants to control" me is holding a
gun to my head or to a loved one's head, lhen I think I have
a CHOICE whether to give up my right to CHOOSE from
available alternatives in whatever issues are at hand

r I DO have the "right" to control my own life and destiny. No
one "gives" me that right because I never lost it. Unless I

give up that right I have it by DEFAULT. So does every other
person on the planet, lMO. lt is a profound puzzlement to me
why so many hand over the reins to their existence so easily
to "authorities." I can only conclude that somehow they've
been taught to obey, like sheep, never once realizing that
their "shepherds" don't know any more about how to live a

life than they do!

I That my decisions might not sit well with "authorities" is of
no consequence to me. (Of course, I take the feelings and
views of "significant others" into consideration, and I do choose
my battles with whatever degree of cunning I can muster,
but I always reserye the "right" to come to my own conclusions
and choosc my own path.)To paraphrase Sinatra: "l DO lT
MY WAY"

o To live life always singing someone else's song or according
lo sonre predigested philosoptrv rrot of yor.rr own nraking is a
sad state of affairs. My profound sympathy goes out to those
','hr tlrink lhcy must "o!:rv" arrlhcritv at lhe expense of their

ovvn Quallty cf Lrfe. lt s a very poor oiilgilil).

Richard Earl
rae2-2@shaw.ca
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SRDD News

Loksatta, May 25, 2003

"Almost 70-80% of senior citizens of over 75 years
age when asked the question 'Are you happy to be alive?'
respond, in a tone filled with sadness, that they are living
merely because death has not yet befallen them. Several
of them suffer from chronic disease. lf such people past
the age of 75 years express the desire to embrace death,
the law should permit lhem'ichhamaran' or voluntary
death. All efforts must be made at the highest level to
make this possible. lfeel that senior citizens'
organizations and citizens who wish to take recourse
to voluntary death should organize themselves and
approach the Society for the Right to Die with Dignity
(SRDD). lt is my firm belief that man should live only
up to the age of 75 years. Although I do not suffer from
any chronic disease or have family problems, I myself
wish to embrace voluntary euthanasia and donate my
body for research. I am now 72 yrs old. lt is my request
that when I reach 75 yrs of age (if natural death has
not occurred first), the law should permit me to embrace
death voluntarily. I am sending a copy of this letter to
SRDD.'

B - 1 1 0. B t u e r e w e t c H s L t d., ssl.i';:::' ;iT:" r'lri ji
Dombivli (East) - 421 201.

Slip-disc victim seeks mercy-killing

DH News Service, DAVANGERE, June 3, 2003: A
retired teacher, H B Karibasamma, who has been
suffering from slip disc for several years, has said that
euthanasia would be the only way to end her misery.
Forwarding a formal request to the government,
Karibasamma, 62, has also said that she would approach
the court in this regard soon. ln her request she has
said: "l have been suffering from this ailment for past
six years and during severe pain I have to be always
lying on the bed. lt is a mental torture since I have no
one to look after me. I have no desire to live. I don't
want to commit suicide as it is against the law. lnstead
the government should permit me to opt for mercy-killing."

The teacher has already donated her body to the
Anatomy department of the JJM Medical College in
Davangere after her death. She has also appealed to
the government to enact a law to perntit euthanasia irr

tire State as it would also help others like her who have
ueell stlllelll)g. rglsollS vvltu Itdve usell sulrcilrg ltutrr
incurable diseases should be permitted to die rf they
wish so, Ms. Karibasanrma has said in her request The
Euthanasia Bill has been passed in Belgium and

Netherlands. A similar law should be enacted in
Karnataka, the teacher has urged.

She recalled a similar incident in Amaravathidistrict
in Maharashtra, where a woman submitted a plea in the
court to allow euthanasia of her 10-year-old daughter
as she was suffering from an incurable disease. "There
are hundreds of such people in the country who would
want to commit euthanasia. The State should allow for
euthanasia on humanitarian grounds, she said. She has
also said that her husband was against euthanasia but
it was her personal choice. The teacher is determined
to hold a seminar on the issue and submit the opinions
expressed there to the court.

Published in The Deccan Herald, June 4, 2003.

Personal Communication, June 30, 2003

"Wrangler R. P. Paranjpye's autobiography in
English 'Not out 89', translated into Marathi by his grand
daughter Sai Paranjpye, contains the following paragraph
on page 172:'Afler the age of 84 years, man rarely aspires
for new pleasures or experiences. He may harbour stray
aspirations for his relatives or close friends, but he rarely
seeks anything for himself. I wish to live only so long
as I can carry out my personal chores myself - without
being a burden on others, so long as my organs are
healthy - and in particular my memory unaffected. I feel
that once a man is unable to look after himself and
becomes a burden on others, he has no right to cling
to life. A thinking man would not desire the existence
of long-lived plants, such as that of the immortal
'Struldbrughs' painted so horrifically by Swift. I am of
the firm conviction that a person suffering from an
unbearable and incurable disease or an insane person
should take recourse to voluntary suicide or euthanasia.
Even for myself, i would not be alraid of embracing the
permanent state of 'samadhi'.ln fact, it would form the
very pinnacle of nry happy existence in life.' "

Shri Vinayak Rajaram Lamaye
'Mrugjal', Kupwad Road, Vishrambaug,

Sangli - 416 415.

Please convey your queries, suggestions and
contributions to:

The Executive Secretary
Socrety for the Right to Die with Digrtity

Sassoon Building 1st Floor
l4J lvl. b. l{oao, lvlunluar-4uu uzJ

P hon e : 009 1 -22-2267 44 53 Telef a x. 009 1 -22-2284 34 1 6

Email. freedom@vsnl.com
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Government Accountability in the United States

We reprint this from the American Center Bulletin of June 2003. The issues described in
this article on Government Accountability are practices that lndia so badly need. - Editor.

Covemment Accorrntability

Government accountabilitl' -

that is, the' duty of pr.rblic officials to
report their actions to the citizcns,
ancl the right of the citizens to take
action against those officials n'hose
conduct the citizens consir-le'r un-
satisfactory - is an essential element,
perhaps the most essential element,
of any clemocracy. Hor'r' cloes this
n,ork in practice in the Unitecl
States?

Thc Constitution

First, we start with the
Constitution. The Constitution of the
United States requires that Congress
keep a record of its proceedings,
including of the votes that are placed.
It also reqrtires that the President give
to Congress a status report on the
country - this has become the annual
State of the Union address - and that
the Presicie'nt's reasons for any veto
be publishecl in the Congrc'ssional
record. The Constitution also obli-
gates the federal government to make
its financial accounts public. The
Sixth Amendment to the Constitution
provides for puhlic trials, thrrs
kceping the jrrrliciar)' in chcck. In
ac'klition, the Constitution subjccts all
trivil officers of the government n'ho
t:ommit any act of malfeasancc, to
rt moval from office, impeachment,
and conviction.

Thc fifty statt' constittrtions
have similar provisions. Therc art:
also manv morc lt:g,al gtrarantt.cs
t:orrtaint'tl in {crlttral anrl /'or stirtt,
staItrtes. lior r:xam1-rlt', t'itizens trrav
ll(rvt' tll(,rlSht t() lnsIt't'I l)Utrlrt
r('('()r(ls, r:arrtlirlatrts Ior P1r[|11' 1;ff 1,',,

nray hat't to revcal the namcs of
thost rvho t:ontrilrutetl lo thttir

canrpaigns, publit; officials may be
obligatctl to clisclose tl'reir sourccs of
income, ani{ legislative nleetings
might have to be open to the public.

Separation of Powcrs

Since the founding of the
Unite'd States, rr'e have also reliec{
heavily on the separation of polvers
to keep our offit-'ials in line. In
principle, this means that the
executive, legislative, and judicial
branches of our government are
separate and distinct in the'ir
por\rcrs, but rvith the abiliry to check
and restrain each other.

The separation of powers
n'orks in conjtrnction rvith
fecieralism, which means that each
governmental task is assigned to the
smallest, most local government unit
able to perform it. The U.S.
Constitution r{rafterl in 7787 gives to
the' f erleral govcrnme'nt srrch porr.ers
as the conduct of foreign relations,
issues of rvar and peace, and the
regtrlation of commerce among states
and n'ith foreign countries. The
fecleral government is not involved
rvith, sar,, fixing Irotholes on lot:al
roarls, edtrcational curricula, or tht:
appointment of local o{ficials.

The methocl in n'hich the'

of governmcnt - fcderal, state, or
local - may obtain reclress through
appropri;rte litigation. l'his is
knou'n as judicial review.

In one rve'll-knorvn case in
1974, Presiclent Richard Nixon
refused to hand over tape recordings
of conversations rvhich were reported
to be relevant to the Watergate
burglary ancl cover-up. The Supreme
Court decided against the President
and ordered him to deliver the tapes
to the crirninal court that was tryi.g
the case. The Court reasoned that
rvhile the president does enjoy an
"executive privi-lege," which enables
him to maintain the conficlentiality
of presidential conversations, that
privilege is not absolute, but rather
must be weighed against the
countervailing interest in disclosure
in inclividual circumstance.s. The
Court concluded that since Prcsident
Nixon had not assertecl any
particular neecl for secrecy, his
interests rvere outweighec{ by the
obvious nc'ecl to maintain the
integrity of the criminal process. As
many may remember, the president
promptlv r'lelivr:recl the tapes to the
criminal cotrrt.

The Mcdia

An additional check on tl're'
courts exercise and enforce government is the media. The First
government accountability vr'as not Amendment to the Constitution
estahlishecl by the Constittrtion htrt provitles for freeclom of speecl'r,
throtrgh a larrtlmark lfl03 Suprem(] prL.ss, assembly, petition, antl
(lourt decision, Marhtrrv r'. Matlison. association, or, t:ollectively, freeclom
'l'his . ,rs.' r'stirbli:;hr',1 tlit' plinr-iplc of r,xl)r(,ssi()n. A froc irrcs:; providt:s
that .rll larvs anri othcr gorr-'rnmt:nt;rl yotcrs rrith t|g information thttl'ntr:tl
(l\ Ll(,lt) lll(i5L ( \,ltt\)tlrl r,, tri. . ,,r,.,.i t(r ltt(if\(. rlll(,1 lit(.r; .:, . :,;. .,, , 
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Watergate era as atl example agatitr,

it $ras t\vo Washington Post
reporters, Carl Bernstein and Bob

Woodrvard, r.r'ho doggedly pursued
infornratiou about the burglary and
the Lrurglars' cotrnectiorts to the
executive branch of tlte govertlntetrt.
While they tt'ere llot the first rePorters

to challenge our goverllll'lent, they
hi.rve treen an inspiratiotr to nrauy
youl'rg journalists since that time.

Irr order to do their lob as

government watchdogs, media
organizatiorrs develop \tery strict
rnles for their journalists arrd
interacticl'r with the govertruretrt. Fc'lr

example, rnany media organizatiorts
forbid their journalists frotn
accepting n'reals and/or travel from
government employees. Media
organizatiot'ts pay big bucks for their
journalists to accomPat'ly the
President, the Secretnry of State, arrd

other government officials on
domestic and foreign trips.

Limits to Accountability

Courts have acknorrt'ledged
tlrat the go\rerl'lmellt's respoll-
sibilities tovvards natioual security
llrir \r 1;111t,'"igh the reasotrs fttr
clisckrsing irriornratiotr. l'rtlceedings
iuvolving national security may be

exeurpted from disclosure require-
ments. In additiorr, rvhere national
security is concerned, public trials
rrrav be substituted bv fair but closed
tria I s.

Acts and Practices

Orre of the autl'rors ttf our
Crlnstitutiorr and later our fourth
president, James Madison wrote, "A
popula r governnlerlt without PoPu-
lar infornratiotr or the urealrs tlf
actluiring it is but a prologue to ir

iarce or ir tragedy or prerhaps b<lth."
N4aclisort prerhaprs loresalv the federaI
Ijrt'edour rri Irrfornratiorr At:t arrd tht:

sinrilar stattrtes n()\\' ()n the lrotlks ot
all 50 states. Federal lau' reqtrires
that sorrtr' tlocutttettts [re Placecl irt

3o

public reading rooltls and that othcr
inforrnatiou be made available uporr
request, rvithout the recluester having

to give a reason for the rec'luest'

Exemptions iuclr.rde classified
documents related to rtational
defense, certain legal enfclrceuretrt
strategies, prirrileged fitrancial
informatiou, aud iuvasit-rt'ts t.li

personal propertY. The 191)(t

Electronic Freedom of Iuformation
Act requires tltat agencies prtlvide
electronic access to certaiu tYltes of
docunrents.

The Ethics in Gttvertrment Act
provides for, anroug other thirrgs,
public financial disclosure bY

government officials and civil
servants. Financial disclosure gives
citizens sufficient information to
judge rvhether the actions of those
officials are likely to be influerrced
improperly by their own financial
interests. This is prinrarilY a

preventive tool because, with early
disclosure, agencies can theu change

the duties of employees or counsel
tl'rem with regard to the measures
that must be taken in order to avoid
actual conflict.

The Federal I{egister is the
official daily publication for rules
and rrotices of federal agencies aud
organizations, as well as exectttive
orders and other presidential
documents. This is also where the
public catr rearl a1'rottt prtll'rosed
laws, rules, and regulatiotrs. These

are prublished in the Federal Ilegister
in order to give interested Persotls
arl opporturlity to participate in rule-
nraking prior to the adoption of the

fiual rules. Public hearitrgs on
proposed rules are also published
here. lrrstructions for filing cttnrurents

are providecl.

The Fedt'ral ltegister ser\/r's

nrrtre ttt!urclatre purP()ses iis tvell,
ftrrrctioning as a stlrt <lf gtlvertr-
rnt'nt.rl rvislr list. For exatnple, tvltett
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the State Department has money for
linkages between Arnerican and
foreign universities, it rvould
anrloul'rce this in the Federal
Register along rvith the guidelines
for applying for the funding.

Additional acts include the
Snnshine in Government Act, rvhich
prrlvides for open meetings, rvith
notices published in the Federal
Register ahead of time, and the
Privacy Act that provides access to

government documents for people
rvishing to review any files kept on
them. The Whistleblower Protection
Act protects from retaliation federal
employees rvho disclose informatiolr
regarding official conduct that the

employees reasonably believe is a
violatiou of law, rule or regulatiou,
a gross rvaste of funds, gross
misnranageureut, abuse of authority,
or a darrger to public llealth and
safety.

History has shorvn that open
and transparent goven'ln'lents are

less susceptible to corruption.

U.S. Government Integrity Systems

and Ethics

Over the last trvcl cetrturies,
the U.S. federal governutent l'ras

developed a cotrrpreherrsive structure
of larvs and regulations designed to

prevent, detect, and remedy conduct
by government agencies and officials
that is not in the public interest. The

overarching purpose of this legal
franrervrlrk is to prorrrote institutionaI
integrity as well as the Personal
integrity of each federal employee.

Many of the basic comPo-
nents of the legal framervork
supp<lrtitrg g,()ventl'l'leIlt iIlteglity ill
the U.S. arose frotn evetrts invtllving
grcat triitirltral tctrsiotr - \vilrs, ass.rs-

sittatiorts, rrtrtl resigtratiorrs - rvitlr
rctlllclltcllts ()ccLlrrlll!l ()\/er tllltc. I llc

ftttrclatnetrtaI assr-rurptitln behirld
these lan's is tliet govertltnetrt



employees are public servants or
prrblic trustees and that individual
integrity is essential for the health
of onr gcxrerrtment.

The activities of any govern-
rurent are carried out by individr,rals.
Early in U.S. history, holding a

government job was based upon a

so-called "spoils" system, and
inclividual condnct was rlot closely
controlled. As each president rvas
elected, he brought with him
individuals who l'rad supported his
election. This still happerrs today
rt'ith a limited number of political
appoiutments, some of which are
subject to Congressional approval.
But today, individuals with influence
in a new president's administration
can no longer sell their ability tcr

secrrre jobs for others for a percentage
of their salaries. In the old days,

People would shell out money in
order to secure government iobs
lrecarrse they knerv they n'ould later
be able to "reinrburse" themselves in
other ways frorn the public treasury.

Jobs irr particular demand were
those that allovved the holder to
collect furrds fronr the public.
Integrity or conlpetence \4'as not of
primary importauce in the selection
of these employees. After the
appointed Collector of the Port of
New York absconded with over $l
million dollars of public funds in the
lfi30s, lrorr,ever, the gnlssl_y c()rnlp-
tec'l federal sen'ice became a national
scandal. Ileforms rvere implemented
over tiure, rt'ith the first compre-
hensive civil service law finally
enacted irr 1883, establishing an
exanrination process for fitness and
conlpetellcy, promotions on the basis
of merit, nncl a fair systenr of jotr alrd
pav classification requirenrerrts.'l'lre
civil scrvict: ('\(lnt \\'its abolishcd l(X)

i'cars latt:r as it rvas judged too

recent concepts such as equal
opportunity - still form the basis of
our civil service empkrynlgl'I1 system.

Decades later, in the mid-20th
cel'rtlrr)/, restrictions limiting the
political activities of goveruuretrt
employees \vere enacted. l'he
restrictions serve tr{'o purPoses: to

protect enrployees fronr reqttests frour
office seekers for assistarrce irr their
elections and to protect the public
fron'r having govenlment enrployees
use tl're autl'rority aud resources of
their offices to help particular
candidates.

The 1960s sarv the creation of
conflict of interest laws governing
public servallts tha t not only
addressed conflicts of interest, but
also the appearance of such
conflicts. These laws direct govenl-
ment employees to avoid any actiou
that might result in or create the
appearance of using public office for
private gairr, giving preferential
treatment to any orgauization or
person, impedirrg government
ef f iciency or ecorlol'l'ly, losirrg
complete irrdepeudettce or iurpar-
tiality of action, nraking il
gorrernurent decisit-ru outside tlfficial
channels, or adversely affecting the

confiderrce of the public in the
integrity of the goverrlnlent.

Tl're next decade saw public
conf id ertce itt ()u r ll()\'crnllrertt
shaken by the Watergate scandal. lu
reaction to this, Corrgress created
internal agellcv rvatchdogs, kuorvn
as inspectors gerreral, to audit
operations and programs, to
recommend improveureuts to
economy, efficiency, and effective-
rress, ancl to cletect frattci irnd abuse.
ln addition, the Office oi Governnrerrt
F.thics \\'1s crrfiltetl tr, ()\/r')rspe r

prevetrtiotr pr()gralll cpttsistirtg t,f

In the legislative branch, the
Senate and tl're House are
responsible for determirring the
qualifications arrd setting the
behavior standards of their own
members. Each has a specific ethics
conrmittee and its clwn rules of
corrduct. Although members of
Congress and Senators are
democratically elected by their
corrstituents, the House and Senate
may expel their members on the
grounds of misconduct rvithout
having to lvait for voters to recall
their representatives through
elections.

The judicial branch has its
own codes of conduct and
disciplinary process. Those judges
wl'lo are guilty of serious mis-
conduct, however, nray be convicted
by the House and impeached by tl're
Senate. hnpeached federal judges are

prosecuted by the Department of
Justice for criminal violations.

Criminal conflict of interest
statutes prohibit off icers and
employees of all three branches from
accepting bribes or gratuities, froru
representirrg private iudividuals irr

nratters before tlre gclvertrtrrent, atrd
from sharing in a claim against the

governrnent. Executive brancl't
officials are prohibited from acting
in auy governlnent matter in whiclt
they, a spouse, or a child or certain
types of orgattizations rvitlt rvhich
thev have a fiduciary or employnreut
relatiorrship, have a financial
interest. They are also prohibited
fronr accepting from private sources
payment for their government
services. However, a lluclear arms
analyst fctr the Departnrent of State

nray accept ptrynrertt for articles she

n'rites ()lr rvine f<lr a local
l)c\\'sPJl-1cr, it,r t:xittnL'le, trr a

Departrrrent of Justice lan'\'er can he

Irtlcr..ri agctte ies' needs, br,rt the b;rsic
tenets oi tlrc lfifi3 law, - nrerit auel

c()ntpetenc)', corntrined rvith rtttrre

\ Lrr.rlrL r.',',,,a rllt\r rt(r( luSL\'ll)l\l t\, I '' "''
c()Llnsclint, arttl ccl r-rcati()n, anrl ttr
establisli art etlrics policy for the
cntirt' t:xecutive [rranch.
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otr Suncl.t;,s, as thesc activities ltave

trotlring to tlo rvitlr tlteir gtlvertrtnetrt
jobs. Firrally, [orrtrer officers lrrld
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enlployees of the executive aud
legislative branches are restricted,
for certain periods of time after
leaving governltlertt service, frotn
represerrtiug others to or before the

governnlent on certairr types of
nratters.

Jane S. Ley, former DeputY
Director for Goverument Relations
and Special Projects, U.S. Office of
Coverument Ethics has written

Beginning rvith the Consti-
tution itself, the United States has

developed an interdependeut system

of laws and regulatious that promote
and require integrity and ethics. This
system is designed to promote
institutional integrity through the
establishment of consistent, fair, and
public procedures for carryiug out
the business of government and to

1'rromote individual employee
integrity through the establishment
clf fair, cclrsistent, and enforceable
standards of ethical conduct. It is a

systenl that has evolved over time
and must and will treed to continue
to adapt to nerv challenges, such as

the changing role aud scoPe of
gorrernureut itself and the effect and
sonretimes stress of tterv technologies
or1 goverlllnent processes.

Citizen Participation

In anY clemocracv, the nrost
inrportaut gttarautee of govertruretrt
accourrtability is the right of citizens
to control their government through
electious. Jaures Madison wrote "trot
only tl'rat all power should be derived
frorn the people, but those entrusted
with it sl'rould be kept iu dependerrce
rru the peoprle."

Citizens' grouPS such as

Common Cause, Public Citizen, and
the Center for Public Integrity have
n'rade public activity - or inactivity
- their focus of atteution aud reasou

for being. All levels of governmeut
are now subject to monitoritrg by
these groups and others that look at

issues sttch as election firrancing,
consumer concerns such as food
safety, corporate accouutability, aud
public education.

More important thau anY
group, however, is the individual.
The primary public tool in
accountability is the irrdividual vote.

In the U.S., u'e directly elect
govenlment officials. In at least 26

states, rve also vote oll specific issues.

Tllese are in forrn of referenda -
rvhere state legislatures refer a

proposed or existing law to tl're
voters for their approval or rejection

- or ballot nteasures that allow
voters to cast ballots on sPecific
proposals.

Ballot measures and refereuda

are knon'n as "direct dentocracy" or
"direct accountability." tsallot
lneasures nray ilrclude questious
about raising or imposirrg taxes,
instituting or dropping terrn limits,
restructuriug the goveming bodies
of state universities, or, as in the
Florida electiorts last Noveurber,
mandatirtg the httmalre treatureut of
pregnant pigs. Voters catr have
issues prlaced on the ballot thrclugh
petition drives - the collection of a

specified Iruurber of signatures.

Rules for ballot measures and

referenda vary from state to state but
all are ultinratelv subiect to iudicial

review. In certain cases, governments
may be required to place issues
before the voters. Changes to state
constitutiolls are usually done
through ballot ref erenda, for
example.

Voting orr candidates, for
ballot measures, or on referenda all
depend heavily or1 al'r informed
electorate and access to the media
for all sides of au issue. Fans of
ballot measures see them as a useful
check on ill-considered actious,
while critics call them all
Llnnecessary check on representative
goverrlnent. Ballot measures raise
the question of whether they are a
threat to the tradition of represen-
tative government. Voters seenl to
like them though. The number of
ballot nleasures has mushroomed
over the last couple of decades.
Discussion about them is yet one

nrore reminder that we caunot take
democracy for granted.

Whether we are citizens, civil
servants, or elected officials, tl're

bottom line is that in protecting a

democracy, we must all be vigilant.
We rnust el'lcourage oPen aud
vigorous debate. We urust urake
decisions based on moral sense and
on tl're desire to leave the world in
better shape for our children and

their children.

For tttttre details about the

questions and issues raised above,
see the U.S. Departlnellt of State

Electronic Journal, "Accountability
in Government," at httP:/ /
usinfo.state. gov / journals.

COURTESY: American Center tsulletin,
func 2003
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- The Doughty Champion of Press Freedom
Ramnath Goenka

Ramnath Goenka
(Aprll 18, 1904 - October 6, 1991)

A laudnark on Mumbai's
Mariue Drive (fanxlus the world over
as the 'Queen's Necklace') is a spot
at the jr-ructiorr n'here Veer Narinran
Rcrad meets Marine Drive. This is the
spot where the irrepressible Narra
Chndasama (whose genuine love for
the city iusprired hin'r to coirr and

iropularise the slogan "I Love
Bonrbay" long before sonre politician
(naturally for purely political
consideratiorrs) thought up the "Mee
Mumbaikar" chant, shares his one-
liuers with all rvho care to read.
These range from carpiug sarcasrl
to well deserved tributes to policies
and personages. One such tribute
was to Shri Ramnath Goenka on
October 6,1991- the day he died:

Prem Vaidya

We pay our tributes to Mr. Ramath Goenka on the
occasion of his Birth Centenary. Ed.

THEY COME

Ramnath Goenka hailed from
the district of Darbhanga in Bil'rar
anlollg the most exploited backward
parts of colonial India. Durirrg tl're

freedom struggle, Rarnnath, a

student at the Muzaffarpur College,
was greatly influerrced by Mahatma
Garrdhi.

ln 7924 Gandhiji appoirrted 20
year-old Rarnnath Goenka a Life-
Trustee of the Hirtdi Prncltsr Sabha.

His teacher at Kashi Vidyapeeth
was l'l()ne other tltan tl'rat great
freedom fighter Acharya J. B.
Kripalani.

Tcr earn a living young
Ramnath migrated to Madras (rrow
Chennai) in the Deep South where
he found enrployn'rerrt as a

representative clf Sukhdevdas
J{anrprasad, a business coucern of
a distance relative. In li,amuath's
words, "When I landed in Madras
I lrad only a lota (a metal water pot)
in my hand." r. Soon he rose into
prominence in the city. In 1926, the
British government nominated hinr
a member of the Madras Legislative
Council. In that year Lord Irwin
landed in Mumbai in April 1926

succeedirrg Lord l{eading as the
tsritish Viceroy of India. Swami
Sl'rraddhanand, the Arya Samaj
leader rvas shot dead by a Muslim
irr Assanr resulting in fierce
communal riots in Calcutta. The
Simorr Commissiorr paid two visits
to India irr 1928 and were met with
black flags and slogans of 'Simon
go back'. In October that year at
Lahore, in arr anti-Simon protest
march, Cougress leader Lala Lajpat
llai sustained fatal injuries when he
was badly beaten up by the police
The blou's were severe. His death
caused deep sorrorv to the peoprle all
over India. Against the brutality and
reigrr of terror of the urrjust colonial
rulers, Gandhi adopted the doctrine
of 'Satyagraha' as his political
\\'eap()r1. Irr March 193() Gandhi,
accompaniecl by 78 ashramites
(from the Sabarmati Ashram),
undertook his fanous 24'l -mile-long
'Salt-March' from Ahn'redabad
Ashram, which galvanised the
freedclur lnovement.

F'or llantttath Coeuka - u'lttt
belonged kr the Marrvari community
known for tl'reir business skills - liie
become its own teacher. In 1932 at
the age of 2tJ, he decidecl to combine
his business skills rvith his
passionate support for the freedour
movemerlt. Tlre result wasTIrc Indian

E.rprcs.s a claill' new'spap'rer lte
fotrrrded in Maclras. hrciderrtalll', this
\r'as also tlrr',,clrr u'ltetr atrother
Martvari vottth, Dr. l{arl N4arlohar
l,'lri;r ' ,,1'l rirr,,rl I'is ,lrr,.-lrrratr.'it.t

ttcottrtt'ttics irrtltt tltt: | 1111111'rtrltlt

Uttiversitv, Certtratr1'. The subiect of
his thesis \vls Cartc'llti's Salt
Sat1,ag.n1tn. lJis guicle tvas tlte

DD,),)
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relrowned Prof . WertterSobart.

It n'as nc) easy task runuing
Tlrc Indiatt Express. One was not
euough circnlatiorr; lack of enough
advertisements; and the challenge
frot'n tn'rl rvell-knorvn nervspapers -
Tlrc Hiudu arrd the Msdrns Mnil.
Despite these difficulties T/re Indiatt
Express held its orvrl due to
I{anrnathji's determination arrd
dedication. Along with daily reports
on the freedom movemerrt, his paper
lvas a crusader against prevalerrt
large-scale illiteracy, unemploymerrt,
poverty and conrmunalism. Around
this darirrg doyen in tl're field of
iournalisn'r cane to be knorvn as
RNC.

Lord Willingdon replaced
Lord lrwfur as the British Viceroy. On
his arrival in India Willingdon
vorved to crush the subversive
activities of the Indian National
Congress. During the Second Round
Table Conference irr London.3
Gandhiji, rvas treated as His
N{ajesty's guest at Buckingham
Palace. Whereas on his return to
Irrdia, on Jarruary 4, 1932 the Viceroy
put him behind the bar in His
Ma jesty's prison in Yeravada
(Poona)! The Civil Disobedience
Moveurent lauuchec-l by Gandhiji
sarv thousands of Indians courting
imprisonment. Soon tl're jails lvere
filled with freedom fighters.

On August 77, 7932 the
colorrial goverrrnrent prlayecl a dirtt'
trick by annouucing its 'Communal
Arvard' to create conflict betrt'een
Hindus and Hindus (untouchables).
Garrdhi rejected this'Award' and in
prison began his'fast unto death' on
September 20. In a press interview
Gandhi said, "I have undertaken fast
at God's call for the eradication of
trnkruchaLrility..." Day-after-day the
rtervs of Canclhi's fight against the
Conturunal Aivard rvas rvidely
reported tlre in the natirrnal
ne\\'sp(rpcrs. l(l\C's lttd ttttt L-rpr1'.s.s

was ()lle of thenr. There was
s1'ron tarteotts supp()rt frclm nri IIiorrs
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of courrtrymen to Garrdhiii fast.
Thousands offered prayers and also
fasted to den'rand the removal of
social disabilities. Temple doors
rvere opened to 'urrtouchables' all
o\/cr tl're country. Finally the
Government had to yield to
Gandhi's moral persuasion.

September 1939, the Second
World broke out. Lord Linlithgorv,
then Viceroy, dragged Irrdia into the
rvar rvithout consulting the Irrdian
leaders. Subhas Chandra Bose ou
parole, disappeared frorn India irr
January 1941 arrd formed the
Indian Natiorral Army (lNA) in
Malaya. Ou March 8, the Japanese
Army errtered Ilangoon. All this
made the British to think of some
political settlement rvith lndian
leaders. A delegation led by Sir
Stafford Cripps which cane to be
known as the Cripps Missiorr came
to India with a "post-dated cheque"
promising indepeudence after the
rvar, did not succeed in its mission.
On Atrgust 8, 7942 at Bombay's
Gon'alia Tank, Gandhi announced
the "Quit India" movement deman-
ding immediate independence. His
rallying cry to Indians, "Do or Die'.

Next clay on the early
nrorning of August 9, Candhi rvas
arrested and interrred at the Aga
Khan Palace in Purre. The All India
Congress and its Provincial
Committees were barrned. The whole
country was thrown into turmoil.
Sonre students from Munrbai ancl
l)une atterrrpted k) take a procession
to the Aga Khan Palace but rvere
dispersed arrd some 50 arrested,
prominerrt al1-ror1g them was Mirroo
Masani.{ During this time RNG came
in close contact with most of the
Irrdian leaders including Jawaharlal
Nehrtr, C. Rajagopalachari arrd
others. Ilecallinc ltNG's role in the
freeclorrr struggle, the late Mr. C.

Sr"rbra nla nia rr, Corrgress letrder,
Unirrrr Mirrister arrc'l fontter Cot,ernor
trt lr4;rltaraslttra s;ri11: "tVlr. (,oenka
during the Quit India Movenrerrt had
helpc'd unclergnrurrcl n'orkers by
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printing proscribed matcrial in his
press. Ramnathji was a courageous
man who had built a great
newspaper empire after starting life
almost from scratch."5 RNG,s
contribution during the freedom
ntovellleltt was rvell recognized by
lnany of his contemporaries. K.
Karnaraj nomirrated him to the
Constituent Assembly in 1948. RNG
was a member of the All India
Congress Committee until Mrs.
Indira Gandhi split the Congress in
7969. He disassociated himself with
the Congress when suffix (l) for
Indira was added to identify the
party with one individual bent on
establishing dynastic rule in the
country.

A few years later, early on the
nrorning of June 26,1975, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi declared a state of internal
Emergency. And even before it was
publicly announced national leaders
like Jayaprakash Narayan, Morarji
Desai, A. B. Vajpayee, L. K. Advani,
Chandrashekar, Madhu Limaye and
thousands of opposition activists
were arrested. Censorship was
imposed on the media and was
enforced by cutting the power supply
to some newspapers particularly in
Delhi. A voluntary Code of Ethics to
n'hich rlewspapers subscribed was
replaced rvith new guidelines by the
censors,

TIrc Indian Express a staunch
supporter of Jayaprakash Narayan
arrd the rnovenrent for clenrocracy led
by him was raided and subjected to
urrprecedented harassment. As
rllany as 201 revenue cases were
hurriedly slapped; the paper was
invaded by over 500 revenue officials
trying to find evidence of
'nrisdeecls'.6

During this tinre, RNG rvas in
a Kolkata Hospital recoveriltg fronr
a heart arttack. Without his kntlrv-
Ied ge, atr oppressil'g (11'r1'r-'1ltn1et1t

Itotnitrated its on,tt Boarcl of ljirectclrs
on Tlrc Indian Express! After he was
discharged fronr the Hospital, att



angry RNG came to Delhi and
reversed the nonrinations and took
over the Chairmanship determined
lrot to capitulate to a veugeful
goverurlretrt. RNG arrd his paper
n'ere t-rlack-listecl alclng rvith sonre
others. The rebel sa\4' t'lo obligaticln
to subsen,e the ends of those in
p()rver rvhen the national interest
rvas itself at stake.

By, 797 6, pre-censorship n'as
imposed on 60 selected n'ell-krron'n
papers all over the country. Among
tlrenr rvere I{NG's ltdintt Ex1tress and
Surtdny Stnndnrd published from
Delhi, Mumbai, Madras, Madurai,
Vijayarvada, Bangalore, Ahmedabad
and Cochin. RNG fought fought
cerrsorship in free India with the
same determinatiorr he showed
fighting the colorrial rulers during
the Quit Irrdia Mclvement.

When the Goverument's
Directorate of Advertising and
Visual I'}ublicity clecided rrot to issue
auy advertisemerlts IRNG filed a rvrit
petition in the Bombay High Court.
The bau was later revoked.

"Liberty has its price. But the
cost is an ongc'ring cost rrever fully
paid", said Mr. Nani I'alkhivala
speakirrg on the enlergency of 1975-
77. He praised the courage of Mr.
Ramnath Goenka for rrot giving in

to the repressive GovernmentT. Minoo
Masani, rvho was then editor clf
Freadonr Firsf and C. R. Irani of Tlrc
Statesnnrt stood solidly behiud IINC
rvhen thev took orr Mrs. Gandhi's
Censors. Bclth battled Mrs. Garrdhi's
Censors in the Corrrt of lan'.

T'lte Indian Express hacl
incurred the Govenrment's u'rath not
because it had broken any law bnt
because it dared to take otr the
Coveruurent fc'lr its dubious acts.
RNG, the'fearless fighter for freedom
of the press contirrued his fight
steaclfastly. Everr at the time of his
death there n'ere 250 cases instituted
by the Corrernnrent - sotne against
hiur aud some against his paper!
Urraffected, the 12-editiott Indian
Exprcss corrtiuued its publication
and urillions of copies were sold
et,e11' ntorttirtg,

RNG was not a journalist nor
rvas journalism his field. Nowhere
irr his publishing empire, did his
nanle appear as Editor or evell as a
writer. But, the urge to fight
for the freedom of the press
coutinued throughout his life. Fronr
the 23rd floor of Express Torvers irr
N'lumbai, the lion kept roaring
tritrnrphantly till death claimed hinr.

For students of journalisn'r,
this is what he had to say: "Do your

duty [st',"t1ly and fearlessly. That's
what I tell all my editors. Courage
comes from professional integrity. It
cannot be a nrantle rvorn by a
co\^/ardly nlan ... If you keep your
head high, n'ho carr dare take you
on? Which go\/ernment has the
integritv and the guts to attack a
truly courageoLrs editor or
proprietor? "s

' SnA-nl, Octobt,r. 7, 199 1.

: Dr. Ilam N4anohar Lohia (1910-'67)
plal,etl an active role itr the freeclom
nrovemeut and founded the Socialist
Party.

' There were thre'e Round Table
Corrfcrences hclci in London. Thc'se
Rourrd Table ConferL)nces \\'L.rc so
r{escribetl because Indian leatlers
belonging to various tlifferent political
parties and groups rvere invitecl to
discuss political issues rclating to British
Rulc, besiclcs frccdonr.
Representative's of the' British imperial
porvcr sat round a tablc to cliscuss the
future of lnrlia. Gandhiii represented the
lndian National Congress. Dr. B. R.
r\nrbeclkar reprcserrted the Schetlulet{
Castes.

I Congress Activities 1912-16 Vol. IV, p.62

' T-he Indinn E4tress, C)ctober 6, 1991.
6 Nanaii Deshmukh inThe lndian Express,

October 11,2002.
7 The Indian E.r;rrgs5, December 1, 1987

' Fronr an intervies' to'[he llluslrntttl
l^'leekly of tndin cittd in'l'lte lndinrr Etyrtss,
C)ctober 6,1991.

N{R. PREM VAIDYA, a documentary
film maker, was with the Films Division
of the Government of India. He can be
contacted at abhayv60@hotmail.com

Catching up wath Today's Social Mores
Yet Another Lesson from Singapore

After allowing bartop dancing and hiring gays in the civil service, Singapore is further shedding its slaid image by
relaxing censorship rules on movies, plays, broadcasting and publications, says a PTI report.

But, the report adds, there will be no nudity on the news stands in a city-state which still regards the popular US
women's magazine Cosmopolitan and the hit cable TV series Sex and the City as adult material.

'Globalisation, technological advancemenls and lhe new economy have changed our society," said a slatement
issued by the 22-member Censorship Review Commillee (CRC), made up of privale sector and government
representalives.

"The desire lo safeguard the young from urtsuitable contenl and lo respect racial and religious sensitivities is

strong," the CRC statenrerrt said.

Brrt tlrere have lreetr 62llr fnr orealFr dirrr.rcit'r in chnice arrd r:onlerrl clrndrrr{c rrrri ".'nnci.lcrinrr lho loncinr'l

between lhese views" the CRC "sought lo generate greater artistic space in a practical ancl gradual manner.''

The CRC recommended a refinemenl of movie and video classificalion ratings, and said more ntature programming
should be allowed after 10 pm on televisiotr and cable TV, with "appropriate consumer advice "

Iir','t'dotrt I"i rst Octoln:r'-[)t'ct:tnln..r 200i] 3s



Feedback on lreebou lirst
on 7ree0 ou tir$ No.458

Banning of Strikes by Government Servants

Mr. S. V. Raju's press release is simply superb!
It is a path-breaking package, that unfies the employees
of all categories for strength and civilises them from the
primitive strikes and Fasts unto death. I hope that both
the employees and employers will carry on a win win
situatiorr.

Plight of Senior Citizens

In the plight of senior citizens, the crucial point
tlrat Dearness Allownnce (while in Service) and Dearness
Relief (on superannuation) are not verbal niceties or
elegant variation, has not been highlighted. The legal
status is crystal clear and people's govemrnent operate
more from a welfare angle and not hinge ou laws.

Population Control

The approacl'r to population control is no doubt
fresh but I am t'rot sure whether it will drill serrse into
a nrassive crowd in the country which reproduces with
ease arrd everr with enthusiasm! The governmertts
should make it clear tl'rat it functions on the fractiorr of
material resollrces generated by the public and their
nuurl'rers caunot be indefinite unless matched by
contributiorr front their end.

Legislators' Pay and Perks

I{ajagopalan's Parliamentary watch misses the
poirrt that all including the honourable legislators
respond only when it pinches their purse; like

Kudos

Frecdont Firsf is an excellent quarterly - each issue
is carefully planned on a topic of major importance
concerniug, in tl're main, India and the Indian people,
Denrocracy and Freedom. It brings back to us tl'te stalwarts
of our uatir'ur to whom we are forever grateful and wh<r

\^/ere A s()urce rtf iuspiratiou. (Note the lines cluctted irr

boxed franres)

Thc trclok revien's arc ttsefttl atrcl are rt'ell-n,rittett.
.,i,,,..,,., i.i,.,.,.,.i.-,.,iJ.,.,, ;. .,.,.,.f..^- .....1. li...l:1. ',

cart be le.rd aucl re-reacl - clrclt tittte sontetltiirg rteu' is

gainetl. l'here is a bountiful har",est itr ever_1' t1r-tarterly.

remuneratiorr and perks on the positive side, there must
be financial deductions for aberrations. An institution
rvith a staggering cost per unit time and tuned for public
rr'elfare canllot afford wl'rat goes ol1 now.

Aung San Suu Kyi

The Aung San Suu Kyi story reminds me of
Churchill's aphorism on Russia, as it then was: a riddle
inside an enigma wrapped in mystery! Does this apply
to Myannrar?

On Free Elections

If all are Equal before the Law, should we not have
Laws that are Equal to all! Like proportional
representation in the election of the President of India
(in India, it appears to be more selection by the party
in porver!) the hdividual Vote of every MLA/MP cannot
be but be a fraction proportional to the percentage of
votes he had garnered out of the total votes polled. The
views and working arrangement from the pen of
Supanekar would be welcome.

Like All Work and No Play making Jack (or

Jagdish, Indianising the idiom) a dull boy why cannot
you tlrink of sonle jokes and cartoons in Freedom First.
Tlrere is a genre of humour, whicl-r subliminally drills
into yor-rr mind good sense and judgen'rent, subtly
exposing or-rr foibles.

N. Dharmeshwaran
Mysore

We uelconre criticnl cornments from readers atd thank Mr.
Dharnrcshunrnn t'or his initintiue. - E<l.

I look forward to your observing Jayaprakash
Narayan's Birthday every year from 2004 onwards.

Your front cover of issue No.457 has the phrase
"Back to the Feudal Age" For 600 years irr Anglo Saxon
Englancl "larv and tlrder ltacl been rr-rbbeci out fronr the
rrrirrd and lrenr()rv of nran", there was no freedonr at
all! No frcctlonr lrleans n() selrse of inclivicltral
responsibilitl, arrd rro adultho<rd.

A n,ake_uP call to tlre 1,1y111-,*"a gerreratiorr.

Khairu Mccklai
l'tttre

Freedotrt [;irst October'-Decetrtber 2001]
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READERS ARE

LOOKING FOR

TAX SA\/ING

MEASLJRES.

THAT'S ABOUT THE ONLY
]r-|'H\
tr,n^a;4'l4l-ry

DRAWBACK OF EARNING A LOT OF MONEY.
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0f oll lho Stotesmon reoders, 80% belong to SEC A ond B*. Which meons

thot they belong to the moneyed closs, the toxpoyors ond decision mokers.
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Is Mahatma Gandhi An Alien?
Kashinath A. Divecha

People around the world are following the Mahatma. We can lead them, if we
think we can because we are lndians. Or, why not simply follow them meekly?

One of our leading English
dailies published in its issue dated
l3th Februarv 2002, a photograph of
a procession in Salvador, Brazil irr
rvhich N{r. Agnaldo Silva, President
of the Braziliarr Mahatma Gandhi
Institute \\'as dressed up as
Mahatma Gandhi. The caption said,
"Thousands of follorvers of the
Candhian ideology of non-violence
dressed up as the Mahatma and
performed in the street during the
annual carnival".

It was a nlollrellt to feel
pompous as an Irrdian. But that false
pride in the reflected glory of
Gandhiji was rudely shattered by the
reality of the barbaric Godhra
incident. Further, the mindless
carnage that has beerr going on and
on all over Cujarat in its aftermath
is disgtrsting ancl repulsive.

Naturally, the first impulsive
reaction to such virulent eruption of
nrr.rtual hatred, pure and naked, was
to c^ondemn it in no uncertain terms
.rrrcl to unerluivocallv denotrrrce
those rvho rejoiced over this
cl iatrolic developnrent in reverr gefr,r I

Gujarat right from the Chief Minister
clotvrttva rds.*

Tl're present shameful episode
in the history of our nation, therefore,
\\'arrarlts that people identify all
such rogue and extremist elements
within our society to n'eed them out
of our political system. It needs to be
emphasized that these vociferous
elemeuts are miniscule minorities
themselves rvithin their own
resprgcllvg SrouPS, notwithstanding
their high-pitched claim to speak on
behalf of their groups as a rvhole.

This overgrorvth of the
politics of hatred can be attributed
to our ignoring the Mahatma and
abarrdoning the path shown by him.
In this context, it is a humbling
thor.rght that people around the
rvorld hold the Father of our Nation
- Mr. Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi - in very high esteenr. But
in India, his [anmnblroomi and
Karmnblnonti, he has become alnrost
an alien, so far as our politicians are
cottccrttecl.

True, there a re genuirre

Today, the field of power
prolitics is infested with self-seekers
of all kinds, who are ever ready and
willing to indulge in any macabre
dealings, including pitting one
section of people against the other
to grab and stick to power to garner
the loaves and spoils of office; all
this in the name of service to the
people and the nation. Thus, they
present tl're very anti-thesis of
Gandhian philosophy. In simple
terms, under Gandhian philosophy,
political activity calls for keeping
and treating the totality of Indian
people with their diverse identities
together and intact, instead of
drawing and projecting divisive
lines among them.

However, the power factor
turned out to be so alluring arrd
powerful that the process of side-
tracking Gandhiji and his teachings
had begun long ago; one can say/

soon after his death in January 1948.

He was an ul'rnecessary burden on
the minds of power-hungry
politicitrns. They tried to get ricl of
him by rnerely displayiug his
photographs, busts and larger-than-
life statues. 'l'his was, of collrse/
nlore out of guilt-feelings thau any
reverence for him.

For these politicians, wl'ro had
ruo desire to folkrw the teachings of
and the path showtr by the
N4alrairna, the enrergertce of f;rke
Carrclhis, rrne after tlte otlter rllr the

lnaluler, irrstead of expreSSing ally Gatrdhians. But, true to the teacltirrgs

renlol'se. It is most disturbirrg to find of the Mahatma, they have devoted

that our polity has been vitiated and tlteir lifetime in social fields towards
degraded to this great extel"lt aud to variotts constructive activities.
realize that it rvill retnain so for n In'rportantly, it is r>bvious that they
ver v lotrg tinre, irs corrfidence keprt out of politics try delilrerate
truilding pr()cess takes years to bear choice. Ilegrettably, their nuurtrer is

frtrit lt is alsrr arr irrdicatiorr that u'e rl rvincllirrri. Sirnil;rrlv, llrose
have fariled as a state. [-o<rk at the Garldhians rvho left the social field

ri,;,-. i..,,1,;.1.1:,. -:,,.:, ..'..,,1 . I ;""''' ;"r'-"r;r:-" r "': r t " r

i1 tlrc st.r tc is Lre ilg [',r]r.rsli,-j,-'l t,f I cttjtrl' 1.rq111'g1' tvere rrtrttitttttttere.] lt,ttt
liillrtll,bl'tlrtt atclrnirristlation of ag() rvitli the ar'l vcttI of trtln-

" llris artitle rr'rs rlrittt'n in ,\pril last ycrr. Ca11tlhi'rlls'

oI the l).t()st tlprptlrttrnistic
coincidences to Lre ;rble tt> forget, or
ratlter cliscard, the Original Catrc-lhi.

I"ret:cktrrt l,'irst OcIobu'- I.)ccernbcr 2003 39



It is a paradox that Gandhiji's
teachirrgs lvere useless to them, but
his naure rvas legal tender. Thus,
Gandhiji can'le to be tolerated while
his namesakes and their politics
flourished. It is a pity that even those
fror-rr other grorrps who came tc'l

po\ver intermittently were no
different.

Before proceeding further, a

caution is in order tcl avoid
n.risnrrderstanding the Mahatnra. Let
l'ro one commit the mistake of everr
thinking that Gandhiji was
apolitical. He was lnore a politician
tlrarr a sadhu. In fact, he was a

politician of tl-re l'righest order in the
truest sense of the term. Again, he
was lnore a leader of men than a

nrere politician. If the modern
concepts of man-management were
to be applied, he was the leader par
excellence. At the same time, he
r\/as no arruchair marragement
corrsultant. He was the field worker
himself and used to meet people
directly - and he led by example.

It is a matter of record that
if the processes he initiated
entailed punishntent, he willingly
accepted and suffered the
purrishn'rent. A number of times, the
British rulers resorted to his arrest
as a precautionary measure. There
seems to be some misconception
about the sanctity l're attached to law.
He challenged orrly that larv or rule
rvhich \vas unjust, unfair or
unllecessarily harsh. Again, he
defied such a law only to focus the
attention of the authorities on its
urrjust character, but submitted
himself to the majesty of the law and
the logical cotrsequence of that
defiance. By his example, he irrstilled
in others not only courage arrd
cleternrinatiotr but also a serrse of
jr-rstice and fairplay. In other lvords,
'it rr'as his irltenrpt to rlrrrrltl le;rrlers

Take a glance at his life from
191(r ortn'arcls, oncr'he set f<lot in
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lndia and start counting the
agitations he generated, the
struggles he rvaged and the
morrements he lar"rrrched over the
entire length arrd breadth of
undivided India. Unlike preserrt
generation petty politicians, the
Mahatma did not seek to gratr
headlirres. He did not have to. He
rvas the headline.

He rvas truly an organisation
nrarr. He created irrdigenous leader-
ship to carry ol1 the tasks irritiated
by him. He trusted his lieutenants
totally and completely. And, after
handing over to them the full
responsibilities of running the
movenlents, institutions and organi-
sations, Gandhiji did not interfere.
As a result, where he rvas satisfied
that the activity or novement
begun by him would continue
without his physical presence, he
did rrot impose hin'rself. This enabled
him to rnove on and take on otller
irrrrnmerable activities he alrvays
indulged in.

Mahatma Gandhi cannot be

faulted for the misdeeds, bunglings
and blunders of those who strayed
frorn tl're path showrr by him. Again,
it is pertinetrt to trote that only those
rvho rvere errtrusted the political
field did rrot survivc as true
Gandhians. This fact does not and
cannot deprive Gandhiji of his
greatltess. On tl're contrary it is
errhanced. The gerruine Gandhians
and tl'reir running institutions are
proof errough of the impact and
greatness of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Mahatma is great
because his achievements were great.
He achieved them, in adverse
circumstances of limitations and
constraints. His achievements were
great because tl'rey were scattered all
over undivided India. Iu contrast,
almost all tl're politiciarrs rvho came
after him are petty, parochial,
narrow-minded and wortl'rless. They
have a constituency or state to
nurture. For Gandhiji, the whole of
India and its people were one
constituency. No politician has been
able to match his track-record,
inspite of having all tl're jet-age

l*

rs

t
President Of the BraZilian Mahaimr G2ndh; Inctit',r^ A^n.r/^ cir" ^-.--r^^
avenue tn Salvador. Thousands of lollowers ot the Gandhian ideology oi non-violence-dressed
up as lhe Mahatnra and perforrned in the streets during the annual carnival.
Courtesy: The Times ol lndia, February 13, 2002.
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gadgets at his disposal ancl the
polver ancl comfort of office at his
command.

Therefore, to even suggest,
clirectly or indirectly, that the
Mahatma tlid not understand
people, politics ancl porver is to
expose one's orvn ignorance about
pcople anti peli1ig5, and also about
Gandhiji himself. Against the
British policy of "Divicle and
Rule ", Ganc{hiji's constant refrain
u'as to take along people of various
denominations with all shades ancl
hues from all over India. He
maintained that India belonged to all
Inclians - Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs,
Parsis and Jews as well as followers
of other faiths. According to Swami
Vivekanand, there has to be total
acceptance, not mere tolerance, of all
faiths and their followers. For, so-
callecl tolerance is hypocrisy and
pretence of tolerance is blasphemy.

Gandhiji's "Prayer" meetings
symbolized his approach. This
emphasis on the worcl "prayer" is
deliberate. For, he clici not preach
or propagate sectarian values,
virtues or merits at these meetings.
He talkecl only about national
issues and people's problems. It
was at these prayer meetings that
he derived his mandates and
endorsements directly from the
pt'ople.

It is just a thought, but needs

to be voiced loudly and bh,rntly. It
seems he was aware that frivolous
men, n'ho woulc{ find it difficult to
treac'l on the path shon'n try him
n'ould try to misrepresent him after
he rvas gone. Probably for this reason
he used to encl his meetings n'ith
prayer to his Lorcl, asking llim, to
give Gooc{ Sense to all Snbko Snnrnnti

De Bhngzuant

Let us, therefore, be honest
and gracefully admit that it has been
our failure that we clid not imbibe
Ganclhiji's teachings. Further, it
has nothing to do with the economic
or industrial policies that were
adopted. Our failing was and has
been that we did not practise
impartial politics, instead we did
play with abandon the game of vote-
bank politics, and perfected the
dubious art of dividing people to
rule over them. No political group
can escape this castigation. This
has now snowballed into mass
hysteria, which we are finding
difficult to manage.

Had all olrr rulers after
independence not succumbed to
this lorvly temptation, we wottkl
not have been witness to the great
divide that is indicated by Godhra
and Gujarat. We must remember that
it is only a few mischief-mongers -
albeit, from all sides - who indulge
in fanning the flames of fanaticisnr

and fundamentalism as if it is their
livelihood! It is painful to realize
that only these few are able to make
all the di{ference.

All saicl and done, our people
in every nook and corner of India
anel in every walk of life, irrespective
of their caste, creed, language,
religion, region or any other cliverse
status, would want to live
peacefully. They have more pressing,
personal and economic, problems of
hunger, poverty, unemployment,
education, health, etc. to grapple
with.

It is high time for us to go back
to Mahatma Gandhi for bringing
some semblance of sanity in our
polity. Let us learn our lessons once
again at his feet. There should be no
sense of shame in doing so. People
around the world are following the
Mahatma. We can lead them, if rve

think we can because !r'e are Indians.
Or, rvhy not simply follow them
meekly?

No use blaming his original
legatees. They have failecl us. No
use blaming the other political
groups. They too have foolecl us.
Both of them are content clutching
on to only a mere name "Gandhi";
one, helplessly and the other,
hypocritically.

MR. KASHINATH DMCHA is a trade
unionist and a freelancc wriler.

I don't know if the story is apocryphal. But it deserves to

be true.Max Mueller was asked by someone why, though

taking so keen an interest theancient wisdom

he did not go to

was his answer.

"l don't wish to be disillusioned "

v. trArAlt i-, i;.Ltr-i iAlii
Swarajya, April 6, 1968
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Hindu Economics

I purposely drg up a

someu'hat old book for this ret'ietv
article becanse erteu today, it u,ould
be errlighteuiug (and also divertiug)
to acquaint ourselves rvith the ideas
of some of the high priests of the
Swndeslti nrovemeut concerning the
lrature arrd nreaning of ecouomic
scierrce. The book entitled Hirtdu
Econonrics claims that an economics,
better than the ones produced in the
West, existed irr Iudia and is still
valid not only for India but also for
the whole world. The book carries
an adulatory 40-page introduction
by a most strident advocate of
kundeshi, Shri D. ts. Thengadi.'

Let nre, at the tlutset, say tlrat
Bokare's opus (400 pages) makes for
delightful reading in a very sprecial

sense. Among theories of humour,
there is one that says that occasional
defiance of logic and reason frees
the mincl from a constricting
straightjacket and produces a

liberating serrse of delight.

Bokare discorrers ecouorttic
theory in ancient Hindu religious
aud other texts, particularly in the
Vedas. He strikes the keynote of his
Iorrrr rliscourse bV aurrouuciug tltat
I-liudu econ<lnrics is an ecorrontics
of zrbundarrce rvhile Western
econonrics is an ecorromics of
sca rci ty.

The reference, obviously, is tcr

the well-knorvrr def irritiorr of
ecortor.ttics by I)rof. l-ionel l{olrtrirrs
kr the efiect that ecorronrics is a study
,'f lrunrrlr I.t'haviotrr govcrnerl [rY tlte

' IlittLlrt 1i'()l,,,li{'s l.r' lt{. (l Iirkrrr: tvitlt a

l()fc\\ ()r(1 tr1 l,). ii. I irurrgatir, Prr[rlrslrcrl trt'

Jatrirli l'r.rkarlran (lrrr Srlaeleslri Jaglan
\l;rnrh),129), Srrtrth r\r'cnrrc, Ncrr [)cllri
I l00l l, I()()3; l)P. I0{r; lis.150

necessity of allocatilrg relatively
scarce resources to alternative etrds.

It should be clear from this definitiolr
tlrat ecorronics explores behaviour
under the corrstraint of scarcity and
does not'advocate' it.

In fact, no scietrce ever
advocates anything. It has to be
neutral between ends which people
pursue. Econonrists, of course, also

happerr to be citizens of their
respective countries and in that
capacity can advise on policy,
perhaps on the basis of a lllore
informed judgement, However,
economists qun econonrists are
conlpetent to tell only wl'rat is and
rrot what slnuld be. Bokare does not
seem to care for this elenrentary
distinction.

And, pray, who in the long
line of Western economists (as

advisors) have been so cussed as to
prescribe scarcity as econclutic
policy? Ilight fron'r Adam Smitlt rvho

looked irrto the causes of the'Wealth
of Nations', hasn't economics beell
so full of issues collcernil'lg Growth
arrd Development? It is the crassest
iglorance tcl aver, as our author does,

that Keyues'rettrrnecl to creatL'
scarcities' in his Gerrcral Tlreortl.

He avows tha t Hittdu
Economics is a book on 'ecouol'nic
theory'. The basis for this claim is
that the Vedas nrention resources,
prodrrction, nrarkets, prices, wages,
irrterest etc. IJe cirlls these 'concepts'.

They are not. They are bare facts of
ect'rttrnric life staterl n,itltorrt rrtry

attenrpt at cotrcePtualisatiort. lrr fact,
lr I t. 1a ;l I 'rrr\,r'(,.

Plrctiontcttit lravJ Itrtt bcett
'theoriser.l '. Whele is tlten the
econtlllic therlrv, n,lriclt hc rvatrts ttr

I" r c,: cl o rtt Ir i. r s t ( ) c t o l, u' - D e c e ntb c r 2 0 0'l.J

S. H. Deshpande

present to'Europe and America'as
'tl're alternative to their economic
theory'?

And wlly is Hindu economics
an ecol'lonlics of abundance? -
Because there are prayers in the
Rigveda for more milk, more cattle,
more food!

However, sornewhere in his
subconscious, the author knows that
'abundance' is, in fact, the hated
materialism of the West. So he
remenlbers'moderation in consump-
tion', even aparigraha (non-
acquisition, asceticism). How plenty
on the one hand and asceticism on
the other are to be reconciled is left
to the reader to ponder.

The Sanskrit equivalent of the

rvord 'emulation' is translated as

'competition' and the conclusion,
tl'reref ore, is tha t the Vedas
recommerrd a competitive econonly.
(Derivable fronr Vedas or not, this is
at least a comforting tl'rought since
other expositors of 'Hindu values of
life' have been telling us that
competition is arr evil, co-operation
is good and that the latter was
crrsrrrerl by thc. Vantn jttisystem.)

A Vedic prayer rLllls as

folkrrvs: 'May we be nrasters of our
pctssessions'. Bokare stretches tl'ris to

neall a rep;ime of private proPerty
and self-employment. There would
be no wage enrploymetrt in such an

econ()nry, Iro proletariat atrd rro

exploitaticlrr. Curiously, such alr
(t(r)n()nrV rJrx,s rurt sr-tffer trtlttr the ups

antl clort,ns restrlting frttr.n the
t,.",.fil1

Arrothcr ltlessage flon'ing
fronr the sacred texts is of
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'continually (!) falling prices'. Onc
suspects that Bokare equates this
with abundance.

Bokare's ecotromic utopia,
which he extracts f ront his
urrderstanding of allcient Hindu
rvritirrgs, consists of coutinuous
deflation, interest-free loans and
taxless budgets - the last to be wholllr
financed by 'printing notes'. How
this accords with continLlous
deflation, Bokare does not tell us.

D. B. Thengadi, acclaimed to
be a theoreticiarr, irr a grandi-
loquently titled introductiolr - Qtro
Vadis? - hails Bokare's book, as
'pioneering' and describes it as a

'landmark in the history of economic
thinking in our country'.

Thengadi's vast erudition is

evidenced by names of celebrated
ecollornists scattered all over his
piece: Hobhouse, Artl'rur Lewis,
Pigou, Patinkin, Lerner, Harrod, Do-
mar, Pasinetti, Joan llobinson, Solow,
Feldman, Hirschman, Rosenstein-
Rodan, Nurkse, Leibenstein, Myrdal,
Samuelson - and many more.

Tl're result of his churning of
the economic literature of the East

and the West is rather strange: There

is no need for an econoutic theoryl
'[n Bharat ... there was r1o need for
theories to precede coustruction'.
Theories, in his urrderstandirrg, are
farrciful constructs. For ltim theories,

ideologies, 'ism's - are all one and
the same and equally useless. Irr
Bharat,'appropriate timely action'
could be taken 'in the light of the
urrchanging universal laws of
Sanntsns Dharnn'. Now, if appro-
priate action could be taken'in the
liglrt of Ssnatana Dharma' , the latter
would sin'rply be another uame for
economic theory. On the other hand,
if it is not econonic theory, but just
a set of broad moral imperatives, it
will not help Mr. Bir-nal Jalan decide
at what level to peg the bank rate or
the cash-reserve ratio. However, such
doubts do not assail tl're intrepid
mind of Mr. Thengadi.

In Thengadi's view, Westerrr

ecol'romics ignores analysis of self-
employment (which Hindu
economics offers as a panacea for the
ills of the rvorld). Wrong! Look up

Mill. Look up the Iiussian Chayanov.
Back home, look up the exciting
debate in the'70s that followed the
publication of the findings of the
Farnr Managerttent Surveys.

Socialism is dead, says Tl'ren-
gadi, and capitalism will not survive
'more than two decades'. Tirne is
now ripe for Hindu economics to
provide a new light to the world. It
is only eleven years fron'r now till the
Doornsday (the book was published
in 1993). Hurry up then and
broadcast to the world tl're inanities
of continuously falling prices, free
loans and taxless budgets.

Both Bokare and Thengadi
must have felt that they have
rendered a service to Hindutva. hT

fact, by attributing to ancient Hindu
sages and thinkers, things they
would never have dreamt of
suggesting, both the authors have
merely succeeded in n'raking tl'rem
look silly.

PROFESSOR S. H. DESHPANDE is
former Professor of Economics, University
of Mumbai.

Nobel Peace Prize Winner Shirin Ebadi

For once the Norwegian Peace Prize panel consisting of 5 members (3 women and 2 men) has done an

excellent job of selecting a relatively unknown, but one who has done excellent work to receive the much
politicised Nobel Prize for Peace 2003. Otherwise, year after year, stupid political leaders are selected.

Among about 160 odd nominees were the Pope and lndian prime minister A.B.Vajpayee. The Pope who
worked for 25 long years, always taking up for Peace, safety of people, apartheid, against war, however missed
the prize because of the cacophony of women's groups for his views on abortion, divorce, etc. lf he been
selected as a co-winner (because there is a provision that every Nobel can be given to maximum 3 persons),

then the entire attention would have been focused on Holy Father and Shirin Ebadi would have been neglected.

Hence, we must compliment the Nobel Committee for the very wise decision in selecting Shirin Ebadi as the

sole winner.

Shirin Ebadi is the first lranian woman to receive the coveted prize. 'By honouring her the Norwegian Nobel
Committee has recognized the critical imporlance of human rights and the individuals who defend them around
the world," said Amnesty lnternational.

Born in 1937 in Hamdan in lran - Shirin Ebadi finished her BA in law and started her career as a judge in
1965 and continued as a judge until 1969 She was the first woman to be a ludge in lran. After a brief jail

term for her activities in Mullah-run lran, in 1983, she started practising as a lawyer once again, taking up
; .r I , -. ,-.--r^ tr^ -1.^ -l: i- ...^ll l,,r-.. .- {^,- l--- ..,a"t, ^rr ^hilAron'c cnA

llUillUll ll9rr(J rJJsuJ qrrs ilr'rr!.y ',,

women's rights.
Dr. Leo Rebello
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Because the essence
of man lies in his spirit,
there is really no such thing
as a disabled human being.

L&T salutes the
indomitable human spirit
that transcends the limitations
of the body and wears the eternal
laurels of the winner.

LARSEN & TOUBRO LIMITED
www.larsentoubro.com
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GANDHI, FREITDOM AND SELF-RULE
Edited by

Anthony J. Parel

Published by
Vis ta r l'ubl i ca ti ons, 32-N,l-lll ock Market, Greatcr Kai lash 1,

New Delhi 110048
Yc:rr of I'trblication:2002. No. of pages: ix +16-1. l'rice Rs.190

Ilct icn,ed bJ,
S. V. I(ogekar, politicl scicntist and former Principal of

Fergusson Collegc, Pune.

This interesting volume orr'es
its origin to an internatir-rnnl
conference on Mahatma Cirndhi
lrelc-l irr Carrac.la in 1997. Five of the
eight essa-ys in it rvere presented at
that conference rvhile tl'rree
inclucliug the lntrocluctiolr \\'ere
n'ritteu specially for this volume. All
the rvritels rrre senior scholars frcln-r

Universities iu England, U.S.A. or
Carrada. Excep-rt for one scholar fronr
a Theological institution, thel' are all
specialists in the field of Flistorl'
an11,/or I'oliticirl Science. All of thenr
have nrade a deep study of the
variolrs aspects of Mahatma
Candhi's ir-leas, actir,'ities ancl rvicle-
ranging corrtribtrtion to political irnd
sociul philosophy. Ancl this is tlonc
u. ith an objectir"'it1, rvhich is clifficult
to contc bf in toc'la;,'s India. Taking
Ganclhi sericluslv is no lcluger
fashiouabie even in acadeu'lic circles,
not to speak of the nrultitude of
activists of different irr.res stalking
,r(-r'()ss tlrc l.rrrtl.

In a brilli.ut Introdnctiorr, [)r.
A. J. l'i'rrel, l'roiessor Llnreritus of
I'olitical Scicncc at thc Uuivcrsitl' of
Calgarv, Canada, arral1,5g5 1h.
Carrdlriiirr c()ncelrt of StLtnrnj nncler
forrr categories, viz. national
i ttcl t'I-rt'tt rl t'n cc a tt Ll I ltrct' frcec] ottts,, l-

tlre irrtlivirltr.rI - poIitical, econornic
arrd spiritrral.'l'lrt' I.irst tlrrt't' .rlt'
negirtive in clrlracIer-irr contrast trr
tlr, t;,r,.ilir',,,1' rr,,, 1,'q',,i llr,' I 1.;t ,,1,,'

It is ir st,rtt'r'l l.t,inil to rvitir'lr r'\'i'r'\'()lrr'
('SP(.cia lly tltost' tvlio ir rt: Ptrl itica llt'
,rr)rl ri('()il()lrrit'.rllt' lrt,e trtrgltt lt,

aspire". The conrplex nature of
Ganclhi's concept of freedom is
eluciclatec'l n'ith reference to the
influence of both the ancient Irrdian
traditiorr of aspiring for self-rule ar.rd

the modern Western tradition of
freedor.n fronr cclercive restrailrt ()ll

the shaping of his ideas.

The essays that follolv the
lutroriuction deal rr'ith specific
isstres arising fronr Garrdhi's
collce1)ts. Trt,ing to firrcl out if there
is a Ganc-ihiarr defirrition of liberty,
Antonl' Copley explores the Westerrr
libertarian traclition of freedom and
pluralisr.rr irs also the vierr's of
enrirrerrt Cantlhian rvriters atrd
leac'lers in Inclia onll' to finc-l that a

categoricirl ilrs\\'er to the clr.restiotr
eltrcles one. Candhi's concept of
libertv may mean urany things to his
inquisitors because his main interest
is not tcl be for.rud in tlte pureiy
r.nurrdane proL.rlems of tlre
i rril i viti tr.r l's I i I'e in sr,cit'tt' L.u t rir ther
irr tlie spirittral c()rlcept of self-
lealisation n'hich c()nles thnrugh the

Prlrsuit of Trr-rth transcerrding all
otlter pursuits. But he rectlgnised the
llLllt'lerorls lVavs of finding Truth
and therefore often canre very near
the libertariarr notictrrs of freedotrt
arrtl Iolcr'.irret'.

-\rltlt't'ssitrri lriirrst'11 lo llrr'
(,.rrrti lri.rrr rrotiou of AuttttttrttrY itr
{1,,''r,,, i,",,,, "r-l'l lJ""'l'1 T,"' i,, r

lroints ort t tlltt C-rrlrdhi "ttt,tttl,itt,'s
irspectc oi lrotlr civiI leprr[rlicrt ttisttr
,rrrti iil..elitlisrrr" irllrl "\t't'avt's

l"|(:cI()ttt liirs| OcIobar" I)tcuttltt'r 200il

together conrmitnrerrts to eqnalii1,,
non-domination and persorral
resporrsibilit)"'. He further obseryes
tha t in Gandhi's ideal, rvorld
autonomy occurs in a cosmic
harmony but finds that in the real
rvorld such arltollomy is illusive.
Hence the need for a struggle to
realise it.

In a11 incisive ess;r)'()11
Gandhi's originality, Denrris Dalton
p'roints out that "Candhi tried to flrrge
a Llnique set of values that rvould
make compatible his strict adherence
to trr-rth arrd mclral values u'ith both
radical political action ancl
prluralisnr. The rnaster kel' to tli's
conrbintrtion \vAS his theort, ancl
practice of norr-r,iolence, the s()Ltrce

of his idea of the mearrs-errd
relationship". Though Gandhi rvas
preceded by rnanv thinkers like
Vivekananda rvho had emphasiserl
the c'rrqanic relatiorrship betn'eetr
nrciurs nncl cttcls, Carrtlhi ttot trtil\'
elaborirtecl but appliecl those ideas
to social and prolitical action ancl
denronstrated their effectit'eness.
This accordirrg to Dalton is iiis
'ultinrate originality!'

Iu Vet another essa)' errtitled
'Ciuitlhi attcl lltrrt.ran liigltts : IIr
Sealclr of 'l-rtte Httttratritv', ,ludith M.
l:ili,tvrr lroirtts ort I llt,tt Carrrllri's
attitr.rde trr lturttirtr rieltts rvas clrtstllv
,,,1,t lr 11..,...i,,,,'.,', .', ' ,-'l

L trrlt't' lr.tsr'LJ t'lt rl rt t\' ( I )/t,il ltl,t) t.l li r,'i'
thrrt oti riglits. Tlre lrtter, ltt: tllrrrgltt,
tr'oultl follotr' Iltr-: hoticst exercist' of

17



the former. She further observes that
Gandhi's idea of the cluty of
pursuing Dhnrmn, thor,rgh'spiritual'
n'as not pietistic or inrvard looking,
[-rut robr-rst ancl outgoing, leac{ing one
to social ancl political activism. She
quotes a famons passage from
Ganc{hi's Autotriography in support
of this vierv.

Incitlentally it is a passagc a

part of rvhich is often qttoted out of
its context in India by those
interested in showing that Gandhi
rvas opposecl to secularism, for their
ort'n ulterior motives. Perhaps the
passage cleserves to be quotecl even
in this review. It reads as follows:

"To see the universal and all-
pervading spirit of Truth face to
face one must be able to love the
meanest of creation as oneself.
Ancl a man who aspires after that
cannot afford to keep out of any
fielcl of life. That is why my
clevotion to Truth has drawn me
into the fielt-l of politics, and I can
say without the slightest
hesitation, and yet in all humility,
that those who say that religion
has nothing to clo with politics
clo not knort' n'hat religion
means".

Needless to say that the n'ord
'religion' used here signifies 'the
pursuit of truth' in the Gandhian
sense and does not refer to any
religious sect or book of Divine

revelation. It is only the last claltse
of the last sentence that is quoted by
those interestecl as statecl al'rove.

The n'riter of the e ssay
comments on this passage by saying
that "for Gandhi tl're goal of the'

authentic human person rvas thus
the search for Truth" ancl Gancihi
assumed that men and rvomen rvere
perfectible ancl they rvere linked in
an unclerlying unity inherent in the
moral orcler of the Universe. Ile
placed his doctrine of Satyagraha in
the context of the cluty to follovv after
Truth rather than in the context of
human rights. His prioriry was never
a "right" to freedom but a "cluty" to
create the sort of society anci polity
in which Indians could become
genuinely human. For him the
recognition of inclividual duty and
social and moral interdependence
were the foundations of an authentic
human existence.

Addressing himself to the
meaning oI "Sunrnj", for rvhich
Gandhi struggled till the end, Fred
Dellmayr explores the philosophical
moorings of Gandhi's ideas of 'home
rule' which cannot be translated as
just 'democracy' in the morlern
Western Lrsage of that worcl. I-le
interprets it as "people ruling
themselves as caring benefactors
seeking to enhance the goodness of
people in accordance with Dhnrmn.
Such Szrrarnl in Gandhi's words,
"has to be cxpericnce lry each ont:

for himself".

Of consiclerable topical
interest is the succinct historical
accolrnt of the growth of the idea of
'Hindutun' , in opposition to the
Gancilrian doctrine of 'Stusrnj' based
on the pursuit of Truth and Non-
violence, in the essay by Sudarshan
Kal-rtr1. He cleals with these two
c'onflicting visions of Inciia's fnture
development anrl argues in pursuit
of the Ganclhian model.

The conclucling essay by
Stephen Hay viervs Gandl'ri as a

gtrir{t: to a hetter'htrman frrtrrre.
Ennmerating the main problems
facing mankind to-day as (1)
physical violence within and among
nations, (2) Scrio.economic problems
like poverty, illiteracy and the needs
of rvomen and children, (3) further
degradation oI our planet's
atmosphere, and (4) clecay of
standards of moral conduct, he
opines that Gandhi can serve as an
exemplar in solving these problems.
He calls for the acceptance of the
Gandhian methods of self-discipline
and empathy as the key to their
solution.

On the r,r'hole, the book is a
valuable contribution to the
interpretation of Gandhi's
philosophy of life and deserves to be
taken seriously by those interested
in this subject.

Liberals in our part of the world have two big handicaps. We have
illiteracy on one side and poverty on the other and these make
for irrational and anti-democratic forces to get strong. The important
thing is to try and hold the scales even and not to lean too heavily
one way or another. The Liberal is always under pressure to choose

the lesser evil. We stand for the policy of "double rejection".

MINOO MASANI
1\t in ini...natinnrl r-'ailnnIrrrn. r^ Antnhor 1A6R

on Democracy and Developmenl
published in 1969 in a report on the Colloquium entitled

Democracy & Development (page 124\
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ITEDERALISM WITHOUT A CENTRE
THE IMPACT OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORM

ON INDIA'S FEDERAL SYSTEM.
Ilv

Lawrcnce Sacz

I'ublished by
Sage I'ublication,32-M-Block Market, Greater Kailash 1,

New Delhi 110048.

Ycar of l'ublicationt 2002 No. of Pages: 251 Price: l{s.440

Reviewed by
Professor Mohit llhattacharya, formerly Vice-Chanccllor, Burdwan

University, is a political scientist and a Fellow of the ICSSR
New Delhi.

This trook is based on thtr
author's Ph.D. tlissertation at the
University of Chicago. lnspireti Lry

the "acaclemic iconoclasm" charac-
terising: Chicago's intellectrral
ambience, the researcher set out on
an inquiry into some of the basic
tenets of the stucly of federalism in
India.'lhe catchy title of the research
rvork is tracecl to the 7996
I Iyrlerahaci conclave of a groupr of
chie{ ministers ant'l regional leade'rs
n'ho are re1'rortetl to have senserl a

paradigm shift in ferleral relations
in Inrlia. The slogan of the meeting,
u'as: "Fec{eralisnr u'ithout a centre".
'l'he particil-rants at thc' Hyclerabacl
(rorlclave "helieverl that follon'ing
the formation of the l]nitetl Front
(lovernnrent, the pattern of fer.leral
relations in lntlia had changed so
clramatically that the central govern-
ment hacl becomt' superfluorrs".
Despite such cynical clenigration of
the Ccntrr'. the rcsr'archer's |ainstak-
ing .rnalvsis of Intlia's fr.rntrtionirrg,
fecleral systcnr cclnt:lurlcs ()n an ap-
posite note, asscrting that Inriia's
fetleral svstenr, under toclay's cir-
cumstan(r()s, ironically r-'nough,
rt:rluirtrs the t:entral government to
play a crrrcial rolc..

r\s tltr' strli-til.lt' sttrgt:sts, Sat'z
has l-rrokett nt,n' Brotrntl in ft'rleral
*t r rtl ies l.r, r','l,rI inq ft'tJt'r'al ;rnllVsis
to Politit',rl ilrltl t't'r'rrrontit: rr-[ornr is-

",\, \lrr! lrrr rl i'rclilrrlirrrr,rl slrr,li,'.

r,n ft'tlt'r,rlisut itlrotrrttl. lt is in this
train of thrr11g111 thirt lrin.rry r'lr.tlar'-
tt'risatirrrrs -'tlrrasi-ft'tlt'r,tl' t's.

'federal'- are common. Anotl'rer kint{
of acaclemic interest is reflected in
tracing the federal ciesign historically'
to the 1935 Act or to the debates in
the Constituent Assembly. Follou.ing
the American practice of 'coopera-
tive fecleralism, Indian fecleral
practice has also been occasionally
interpretetl in cooperative term.

Intergovernmental relations
are shapecl by the political forces,
rvhich are rarely static. lt goes to the
cre'elit of Sacz that he has gone into
the etiolgy of these forces. To express
in his language, horv lndia's politi-
cal rc-form has been playing a crucial
rclle in the transformation of Indian
ferle'ralism constittrtes the central
c()nc('rl1 o[ his tht sis.

The fragility of India's party
system iras impactecl on both the
centre and the State's. Regionali-
sation of politics has at one encl,

'rshcretJ irr ncn' political forces at
tltc peripltery ancl 1.rrcssr.trcrl t:ctrt ral
sot'emnrent opttrations at De'lhi. At
another entl, regional parties have
affecteci the {ormation antl r.'iability
of governing coalitions at the centre.
Intlia's fe'deral structure has borne
tht: bnrnt of regional pressures and
rclaxerl consiilerably to ar:commo-
tlatc thc politicarl tlt'nranrls of tht'
rt:gions. In other tvorrls, thr: orip;inal
tlt'sigrt, ('[ (t I)t'r)-( ('lttt't' [r'tlt't',t['iott lt;t';
lr,',.n , hauging str.atlilv to'lvartl rt

1r{ .\rt'tr' rlttrll,L(1rr()ti r,r

tlct.t:ttI t'.tlist:tl ict[t'r.r I sct-ttlr.

K. ('. Wheirn"s t:lassit'strrtlv

y''tt t, r /r t t r t 17t rs I Ot' / o/t rt' - / )at'e n t h e r 2 0 0,' J

of federation contained a passing
reference to the party system as a

major decide of fecleral functioning.
In the present research Saez has
clelved cleep into the' nexus betu'een
parties ancl the federal processes;
ancl significantly enough, he has
made a fairly correct assessment that
the transformation of the party sys-
tem has not only impacted on federal
mlations btrt has also proverl a stlrm-
bling block to major public policy
initiatives in India.

Still another provocative
analysis is reflected in the statement
(Chapter 5) that there has been a

steacly transformation in India from
intcr-governmental cooperation
torvarcis inter-jurisclictional competi-
tion, incapacitating thereby the
inter-governmental institutions such
as the National Development Council
or the Inter-State Council. The irnpli
t-'ations seem to suggest a change from
t'onvt'ntionAl Cr.rrtro-Stato rr'la tions
tcl inter-state' rr.lations (horizontal
interactions among the state over
intcr-state issues).

With nrore anc-l more fracttuccl
electoral verdicts, coalition set-up has

assumed a tlegree of permanence at
the centre, n'hicl.r is trnprecerlentecl.
A fall-orrt of this politiral transfor-
nration has been thtr graclual
srrlrslitrrtion of tho Nehrtrvian "irr-
tt'rvcntionist statc" by a nt:n'ly
,,nr,.r,',.n1'' rr.,rr tl.rlr rr.r, *1,,1, 

"' 
f-t1 r1 llrIs

havt' rightlv l.r't'u t'xPrt'sst'tl if tllt'
nt'rv rr'gttlatorl' statt- in Inc-lia rvotrlt'l

sttrttt'ctl in nritigating thc grortine

4.q



compL'tition among the constituent
states that vary so n'iclely in their
bargaining t-'apacity.

TI're present research stancls
out as ltnicltte ancl highly innovating
in its analysis of contemporary
economic liberalization as having a

ciecisivc inlpact on Inclia's fecleral
relations. As Saez points out, one of
the unforeseen consequencesy of
economic litreralization has been its
clramatic impact on fec{eral relations,
rr'lrich in his vieu', "are gradually
been transf ormecl f rom inter-
governmcntal cooperation t-retn'een
the central governme'nt and the states
torvarcls inter-jurisclictional com-
petition among the states."
Asymmetrical clevelopment and
regional imbalance have been a

rvell-known problem in Inc{ia;
liberalization is most likely to have
an Llneven effect on the states ancl
lead to th'e aggravation of regional
economic disparities.

This is a fascinating book. A
lrook that stin'rtrlates thinking. A book
that n'ill compel many stuclents of
Economit-'s to unle'arn anr{ re-learn
the way oLlr econon"ly $'as
fr-rnctioning anci managecl.

With our economy moving
torvarcls market r{riven forces,
thotrgh slorvly, the okl mintlst:t o[
State rlrive'n socialist thinking l'ras not
yet tlisappearctl. Sttrclents of
t,ttr'rrtontit's in st:hools arrtl t'ollt'.gcs
itrc lrt'inq dishcd rrrrt Ihr' stt'r'r'otvlrr'r]

Print'iPlt's antl itlt'oltrqit's rrl thr'
planninu rcginrc.'l'hct' are mar.lt' to
nrr:nrorisr' stanrl.rr(l dns\\'ors f()r
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Also, grorving inter-jurist-l ic-
tional competition among states in
Inclia is expected to create an antipa-
thy ton'arcl the regulatory boclies (e.g.

Central Electricity Authority). As
Saez argues, the "existing regulatory
agencies are ill-aclaptecl in Inrlia's
changing fecleral system anc{ have
actecl to obstruct physical infrastrttc-
ture projects". This is an area rvhich
deserves further probe in fttture'.

At the end, Saez lroses a sL,ri-
otrs question regarding the fr.rtttre
viability of India's fec{eral system.
Contextually, he reiterates Inc'lia's
changing federal relations - from
inte'rgovernmental cooperation to
inter jurisdictional competition -

rvhich, in his vien', l'ras affectecl the
ability of Indian States to acldress
fr-rnclamental economic c-levelopment
challenges.

While the researcher's anxiety
deserves attention, there seems, in his

entire analysis, a play-dorvn of the
crucial role of the central government
in giving directions to national and
regional economics. As he himself
arlmits, deregulatory efforts have
bt'en much more smooth in Inclia, as
compared to China, ancl the seconci
gt:neration economic reforms in In-
11ia have starteci producing
beneficial results. In his conclucling
analy,5is Saez has painted an opti-
mistic picture of a more rationally
orcicret{ reventte-sharing betrveen the
centre ancl tl're states. This in liis
vierv, is sure to ensure the continu-
ing viability of India's fe'rleral
system".

The present research is, in
many respects, a path-breaking one
- a theoretically ricl'r political-eco-
nomic analysis of fecleral relations
that opens Lrp new r\/ays of cxam-
ining the fr.rnctioning of a federal
system.

FREE YOUR MIND: A REGINNER,S GUIDETO POLITICAL ECONOM),
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Reviewed by
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stant'larti questions. It is a svstem,
rvhcrt str-ttlents are not matlc to
think.

It is in this regard that this
book is refreshingly clifferent. It
makes its readers think, think
clifferently from r.r'hat they lvere
nracle to in the past. It is a guicle to
lcar:hcrs anrl stttclents to untlerstant]
Lhe'rvorking oI orrr political
c(r()nonl\,, an ccononl\' t:krsclt' irrtcr-
tn'int:rl rvith the political systt'm.

I tr strtr't'n Irrtt'l r'lt,rItt'l's,
rvritteu in a hreez_y antl simplc style,
rvith ironrclv cxanrPlc5, tht' arrthor

I't'eulottt //t rs/ Oc/obet- Decsttlnt' 200,?

takes tlre readers throtrch some of the
funrlamentals of t'conorlit's ancl
politics.

An economy consists of people
anrl cxists for the people. Wealth is
createc{ by people tracling on their
skills ant{ serrrices. Wealtli and
int:ome arr: conct:ntratec{ in metros,
ton'ns antl citios. l)ovt'rty can he
rcmovc.tl if villagrrs arr: connectt:c'l by
roatls antl n('\\' l()\\'11s art' allort'etl
trl l're r'reatetl. I hat rvill Provitlt' r'ast
onprrrl rrnilir's fol p,.opL'trr trarlt'otr
tlrt'ir st'n'it't's. lI is onlv rvltcn Pt'oPle
cxert'isc thcir (,('onomit-' freotlom to
pll'strt' [fit'ir <rrr'n 1-;rofcssirtn ot'



occLlpatic)n, unhindered by the State,
that thev cau get out of po\rert)/.

The atrthor explains clearly
that the politicians nrade the ','ast
propulatiorr ciepend on the State for
a prrlnrised, btrt elr-rsive never-never
lanci of SociaIisnr. I)oliticians clril'en
Lr1' the self-itrterest of staying in
p()wer ancl pllrncleritrg the q()\,erll-
nrent's resorlrces, rr,ork in close
llexns rvitlr bureaucrats ancl
btrsinessnretr.

That is horv onr political
ec()lt()tt1)/ ltirs beerr fttttctiottittg oyer
the last five clecades. Vast milliclns
of 1'reoprle haye c-leyeloped a ltliltdset
tltat the State alone coLlld ensrlre
thenr jobs aucl a decent standard of
liviug.

The Stertc' crossed its limits by
not confininc itself only to the
prorrision of public goods, by

This is the first vohlme in a

series entitled 'New Perspectives in
Sotr th .{siau I'listor\,', rvhich ainrs trr

f)trLrlislr rttorrtttrlphs, cclvering rten'
areas of historv and 1'rroviding fresh
perspectives to fanriliar areas.

The iutroductioll nrakes a

sllr\/ey of the existing hiskrrkrgraphlr
in nredical history, arrci attenrpts ';o
Iocate tlre r,oltrnre iu a lrroacler
franrervork. \Vhile conceding thirt
tn;rrrv sanil.rrY nlL,asures citrrte trtlttt
tlrt' rtet'tl to l.rt'st'rvt' tlre hc,rltlr ol'
l'itr tr tl-rt1;1111;, pir 1t ir:tr lA 1ll, t|e a r'r\', tltc

lr i lr

I J.tt risott, .tr t't, t'iglttll', tlr.rt tIc
l i rrr i tii liorts o l Clovt'rrrrnerrt's rrrtrd ic.rl
pt r I icr, \\'.1 s il s rrr tr c lt tl u t' ttr

vertturing into the productiou of
1'rrivate goocis. In the process, it has
danr;rged the ecouonrl,.

Free urarket, free trade ;rtrd
ectrr<rrrric freedonr are the rnntttrns r>f

tlre recent rvave of liberalisation and
gl<rlrirlisation. lt is going to take tilne
befrlre the people are nracle tcl

tunderstand the t'rc'nefits of the nr;rrket
econonl\/. For politicians, it is not
going to be easy to part n,ith nrany
of the Sh'rte activities, rvhich gave
thenr op'rportuuities to enrich theur-
sel\/L's. Erlually, it is not going to be
easl, f6. people to realise that ecotro-
nric free.dcln'r rvotrld benefit theur
nrore than dependency ou the State.

Attitudirral changes can be
brou ght about regarding individual
freeclom and state role only through
massive education and propaganda.
This book is arr effort to educate
str"rdents of economics in the politi-

cal values of freedom and equality.
B), freeing the minds of youth to
understand the realities of
conternprorary econonric issues, rt'e
cau so\r' the seecls of irrdeperrdent
thinki:rg. Such independent thinking
rvill make people realise that a lean
and efficient State carr contril.rrrte
more t() huuran welfare and people
pursuing their orvn ecorromic self-
interest would speed up the process
of ecotrclutic development.

This book is euriuently
readable and breathes fresh air in
econonric thinking. The Centre for
Civil Society should take upon itself
the task of educating the school
teachers all over the country, by
orgarrising senrinars, rlaking the
teachers study tlie book and teach
Economics to their students
differently from n'hat they have been
doing so far.
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Orient Longman,3-6-272, Himayatnagar, Hyderabad 500029

Year of I'trblication: 2001 No. of pages: 408 Price: Rs.650

Reviewed by
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irradequate furrding as to Indian
opposition to medical and sanitarv
interventiorr. The (loverrrnrr'nt

;rreferred tp be generally cautious,
after tlre Ile,r,olt of 1857, but during
the prlagug epidemic of 1896-98 they
resorted to drastic iuten,ention, due
to economic pressures.

The authors raise a vel'y
itrrprortirnt rluestiort tvlteu thel, ask
u'hirt rr'"rs crrlouial a[rout 'colonial
r.nedicine'? [t is trr.rt: that lnclians
\\'l't(' ittvL,lvcrl iri r.lisrrtssiotts
regartling putrlic hc.rltli even in Ilre

rrrL'.rrr tlr.rt tlre iI r'iurr s ol sr.tgliestitrrrs
\\'erL' llt'cL'ssarilv .re.:eptec1. lVlrilc
tl,f lrclry irr tht' provittces trf I'tritislr

lr rt' c' d t t t r t I;i rs I ( )t t t lx' r' - Dt, cc t r t b, r' 20 ( ) il

India, introduced under the
Goverrrnrerrt of India Act, 1979,
transferrecl health to lndian
milristel's, as the authors point out,
finance remailled a reserved subject
and the prerformance of Illdiall
ministers has to be seen frclm this
cotltext.

In his chapter on 'Medicine
aud Orieutalisnr,' Harrisotr traces the
ertcounter betn'een Ettropeart aud
inciigenous lneclicaI systerns,
tlrror,ri;lr four l>hases. I Ic slrolr's that
thotrgh tlter.e was l cliakrgr.re in the
.,.,,i-1 

_1 
..,t- i,c,,r,:ctl Littl l.\\\)5\'5Lell15/

Ll evelr)purents in Westertl Drc'licine
creatt:cl a w,icle gtrlf arrcl Western
supfr()rtL'rs of Inclian tl'leLlicille lvere



iu a nrinority.

Rosemary' Fitzgerald in her
chapter on'Clinical Christialtity'
shorvs how patients, rvho acceptecl
missionary medicine, selectively,
rejected the religious con-lpot1el1t,
lr'hile the missiorraries themselves
devised the strategy of making
cr'rucessions tcl local serrsitivities orr
genc-ler, caste and community.

The three following chapters
focrrs r'ln asylunls. Waltraud Ernst
clescribes the transition of the
'Madras Lunatic Asylum' from a

profitable asylum for upper class
Europearrs and Indians to a

receptacle for the poor and lorver
class lunatics. She lirrks this to the
cha rrging na ture of British
colonialism. James H. Mills in his
chapter on 'lndians into Asylums'
uses case notes from the Luckrrow
Lunatic Asylum to demonstrate how
the colonial space of the asylum was
colonised, and was re-shaped by the
"routine concerlls of the local
society." Sarrjiv Kakkar in 'Patient
Unrest in the Leprosy Asylum,'
enlphabise$ the similarity in
European and Indian perceptions of
leprosy, and sees the "liberating
role" of Western medicine in
developing a cllre. Ilut tl're uredical
discoveries of the 1920s, which
produced a transfomred medical
perception of leprosy, led to protests.

Sanjoy Bl'rattacharya's'Re-
devising Jennerian Vaccines?'
c1r-restions the geueralisatiorr of the
nronolithic lt'redicaI establishment
and argues that medical
interventions differed in tl're urban
and rural contexts. While in the
fclrmer, colonial medicine may have
targeted Europearrs and the Indian
elite, he observes that there was a

concerted effort to vaccinate the rural
pop'rulation, throrrghout the twerrtieth
century. The subject of the rrext two
chapters is colonial intervention irr
the pilgrinr t-t'rrtrr:s of I)uri and
i'artcilrarpr-rr', llr c()llnectl()lr \vltll
cholera ancl plague, respectively.
I)ati in his essay,'Orderirrg'
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'Disorder'itr a Holy CitY.'
demorrstrates the lack of seriousness
arrd the contradictory colonial
attitude to health ll1easLlres.
Consecluently, trvo cities emerged,
the "non-native," Puri, wl'rich was
clearr and " good" , and the "uatirre"
Puri which corrtinued to be regarded
as dirty arrd chaotic. Manjiri Kamat
in 'The Palkhi as Plague Carrier'
highlights the use of evasive tactics
of the local interest groups rather
thau overt violence to resist official
regulation at Pandharpur. It rt'as the
attraction of the pilgrim tax for tl're
cash starved municipality and the
fear of incurrirrg the wrath of the
porverful priestly families that led
Irrdiau subordiuate officials to re-
adapt clrders from Bombay.

Neshat Quaiser in ' Unaui's
Debate with Doctory' shows the
complexities of the interactiorr with
Western medicine. There was botl't
approval and disapproval of
'urodern' medicine. While asserting
an indigenous identity, Unani also
incorporated the fight against
colonialism, but this did not become
a part of rnainstreanr nationalisnr,
because neither the Congress nor the
Muslinr League was interested in the
case of Unaui.

The last chapter exanrines the
l'ritherto unexplored area of the
'lndian Drug h'rdustry under the
Raj'. Anil Kumar argues that the
British were ambivalent to Ayurvedic
materia ntedica, arrd encouraged the

nse of bazaar medicines, till the
supply of imported drurgs improved.
Ayun,edic i,rrrd Urrani practitioners
had suffered a crisis of confidence
in reactiorr to the wider acceptance
of Western medicine, yet the laairajas
of Bengal and the geuius chernist P.C.
Ra1, reorganised the Ayurvedic
materio mcdicn and, b1' 1910, rvere
competing rribrantly irr the Iudian
drug market. I(unrar states that
though the British ltad borron'ed
from the prescriptions of traids and
lmlrints during distress, they did not
svnthesise the trvc.r svstenls irrto orre
medical systel)1, irrcorporating
Westerrr tl'rei>ry arrd Irrdian practice.

The volume is a befitting first
in the series arrd indeed achieves the
objective of a fresh perspective. It is
a valuable contribution to the
existing historiography irr the social
history of mediciue, arrd the wide
variety of issues tackled, leads to a
re-appraisal of the relation betweeu
imperialisn'r and n'redicirre. There are
certain noteworthy features. It has
shown that there cannot be
generalisations about either
'colonial medicine'or the differerrt
kinds of impact it had on furdigerrous
society. The regiorral focus of some
of the chapters gives a better
understanding of the complexities of
the interactions between the colonial
state and h'rdians. It is interesting to
see how 'imperial' medicine had
positive features and how it was
adapted to suit local requirenlents.

I SHALL NOT MIND

Justice Dinshaw N. Mehta, who died on July 6,2003, said this in a speech in 1968:

"For today I shall only state this:

"Al the end of my sojourn on the bench, I shall be satisfied if it be said of me that 'he did his
duty according to his lights'. Let lhe critics say 'that may be so, but those lights were rather
dim'.

'l shall not mind.

'l shall be satisfied if it were said of me that 'he stuck to the letter and word of tlre record and
did not stray into the realm of imagination'. Then let the critics say 'that was because he had
no imaginalion at all'.

"l shall not mind.

"l shall be satisfied if it were said of me 'although by no means brilliant, at least he was
lrorrest'. Then let the critics say'that was because he lacked lhe corrrage of the corrupt'

'r shall not mrnd.

Fro'x.: Jam-E-Jamshed Weekly
Conlributed by Mr. M. B. Damania
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