


D. B. KARNIK
The Pilgrimage of an Optimist

On 14th October 2005 Dwarkanath Bhagwant Karnik, popularly
known as DB or Bhausaheb Karnik decided to call it a day. A life replete
with ideas, construclive action and laudable achievements graciously
glided into the stream of history. He was 96.

To meet Bhausaheb was to be inspired to think freely and act
instantly, justly and fearlessly. He was outspokenly frank, a trait which
often adversely affected him because he would not tolerate unprincipled
compromises. DB was a lively conversationalist with an inexhaustible
reservoir of unforgettable anecdotes which graphically portrayed
personalities like Prime Minister Nehru, M. N. Roy, Dr. Ambedkar, Mrs.
lndira Gandhi, N. V. Gadgil, Y B. Chavan, Nath pai, right up to Collector
P. K. Kharkar who was his brother-in-law.

Journalism was DB's life mission; his devotion to that profession
was as unflinching as was his devotion to M. N. Roy. DB wrote in
sparkling lucid style. His articles were informative, ahalytical and spiced

with a refreshing sprinkle of humour. Like his illustrious elder brother and mentor V. B. Karnik, Bhausaheb
was a humanist but his rationalism was blended with emotionalism. He was an artist at heart and few
must have known that he was a talented flautist who, sadly, did not pursue this art for long.

The day for Bahusaheb dawned when most people were fast asleep. DB was early to rise and
early to retire after the day was well utilized to meet people, fulfil promises to help them. Never did he
hesltate to put in a word for a deserving person or cause. He had no conceits and not the least ol
expectalions either for his own self or his family. His personal requirements were frugal, living simple
and unassuming. He regularly travelled by bus. Bhausaheb firmly believed that his sound health and
longevity were the rewards of swimming and other physical exercises along with the habit of regular
walking. And often politely declined offer for a lift in a car. Unfailing regularity in reading and writing was
his addiction, which continued almost until the end.

Bhausaheb's writings contain the essence of his message for those who would care to read. He
said "Seek contentment in noble thought and action let not challenges and adversities stifle them.
Remember that ceaseless efforts in the right direction to serve a good cause are a reward in itself.
Success need not lead to complacency or failure to depression. Life is full of splendour and beauty.
lnhale the fragrance and joy around you, but with artistry and moderation. Forget not that life is an eternal
stream. You cannot wish away the impurities in it unless you use your resourcefulness with dynamism.
Life is too valuable to be wasted in sorrow and vengeance. lt is to be wisely and joyfully lived.'

A considerable amount of his life during the last 10-15 years was devoted to the service of the
institution for the physically handicapped at Vikhroli. Many a time it was physically and financially exacting,
but he derived immense happiness through his service to those needy souls. Bhausaheb tried to give
the inmates - 'many of them blind', self confidence, sense of self reliance and thus a ray ol hope in life.
The inmates, he-Said should not be'given any allowance or alms but salary for the work that they are
trained to do. A few years ago Bhausaheb came to our house in the evening of Diwali day. He was
beaming with joy. We greeted him and asked what special news he had for us. Bhausaheb said 'l do
not have words to express my joy today, because until this morning we had no funds to pay the salaries
of the inmates and distribute sweets. As luck would have it, I approached a very wealthy and resourceful
friend of mine and told him about the problem I was facing. By noon the money arrived. When pay packets
were disbursed the atmosphere brightened, with the smiling faces of our poor boys and girls. I then felt
I could happily close my eyes for ever".

Despite his long innings DB was a man in a hurry. Availability of time fell short of the demand for
it. His only regret in life was that nature had snatched his mother away from him when he was a child,
barely a year and a half old. His wife Nirmalabai tried to fill the void in his life by playing the dual role,
a loving wife as well as his affectionate spiritual mother. But for her, it would have been difficult for
Bhausaheb to have been as illustrious, enthusiastic and dedicated to the numerous praise-worthy causes
he served.

Vilas B. Patankar

(1 908-200s)
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BETWEEN OURSELVES

Yet again this issue of Freedom First for the fourth
quarter of 2005 has been delayed. Also, the cover feature
on the rapproachment with Pakistan has had to be postponed.
The earthquake on both sides of the LOC, though far heavier
on the Pakistan side diverted attention and energies, rightly
so, to humanitarian work. At the same time mutual suspicions
surfaced with Pakistan's initial hesitation when lndia's
extended its helping hand. This perhaps is not the best of
times to discuss political matters important as they are.

Meanwhile, the pre-Deepavali terrorist strike in Delhi
and the increasing intolerance being shown by our very own
politicians, in or out of office, on all manner of things from
Bar-girls to the way our college boys and girls dress or ought
to dress, or lhe vigilantes type reaction to the frank expression
of views on such matters as pre-marital sex, need discussion.
These are the subjects of our cover feature this time.

On terrorism we could not have had better person than
Mr. V. Balachandran former special secretary to the Union
Cabinet, to write a comprehensive paper on Terrorism. While
the paper itself is being published by the lndian Liberal Group,
we carry an extensive summary.

Minoo Masani would have approved the subject of the
talk by Mr. Soli Sorabjee 'lncreasing lntolerance and
Suppression of Dissent' as part of the series of the Minoo
Masani Birth Centenary Lectures

So would Masani have welcomed Shukla Bose's
"Business and Society". Jayaprakash Narayan and Masani
convened an international seminar in March 1965 at the lndia
lnternational Centre in New Delhi. The Seminar adopted a
Declaration on the Social Responsibilities of Business.

The theme for the next cover fealure is Prospects for
the Party System in lndia." We discuss the Congress (l)
and the BJP and the fronts or coalitions they lead. We ask
whether either of these parties and their partners can lead
lndia in the direction of a two-party system to strengthen
parliamentary democracy. lf yes, then how and if not, why
not. You can send your contributions by email at
freedom@vsnl.com. You can also mail or fax us a typed copy.
Deadline: February 15, 2006.

Greetings of the season and wishing you a Happy New
Year!

Editor

Founder: Minoo Masani o Edito.: s v Raju a Associate Editor: li srinivasan a cover: vivek Raju
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"The deep moo,ts round u:ith manv v,oices. Come, my friencls
'Tis not too lute to seek a newer world" - Tennyson

\'lost of rr'hat goes by the term MBA in Inclia is a

racket. It is time we admitted that.

Subroto Bagchi, CEO, Mindtree Consulting,
The Tinrcs ol Indin, December 9

The Mutiny (of 1857) is like the Mahabharata. It
mL:ans r.vhat you make of it.

Ashok Malik, The Indinn Express, August 25

There are a few truisms in technologv - Microsoft
is a monopoly; open source is a quiet revolution; Apple
is an innovation factory.

Sachin Kalbag, DNA, October 14

It has been one of the least guarded secrets that
N'[Ps take money for asking questions in Parliament.

Neerja Choudhury, The Indian Express, December 14

While most girls have become aware of their rights
because of education, I'll be hesitant to allow them to
wear what they like as most of these girls come from
rural areas.

Mr. Dinesh Kumar, Principal, SD College
(Muzzafarnagar, UPl, The Indian Erpress, October 9

I'll leave Muzzafarnagar. It's better to leave this
place to chase success than try in vain to change the
rvay people here think.

Shristy Vats, The Indian Express, October 9

A spectre is haunting Russia - the spectre of
Lenin's embalmed body lying in Moscow's Red Square.

Nick Paton tNalsh, Guardian, published in
Hindustan Times, October l1

Strike is a por.r'erful weaPon in the hands of
workers when their cause is iust. It must never be used
just as a muscle-flexing exercise for arm twisting
authorities.

Khushrvant Singh, Hirrdustan Tinres, October l5

It's God's responsibility to forgive terrorist
organisations like Jaish and Lashkar. But it's our

re-sponsibility to arrange the meeting betrveen them and
God - Indian Armed Forces

Contributed by Vipin Bucksey and published in
Khushwant Singh's column, Hindustan Times, October 15

Western leaders keep saying after every terrorist
attack, 'This is not about Islam.' Sorry, but this is all
about Islam. It is about a war within Islam.

Thonras L. Friednran, The lndian Express, October 13

I will never again become a coach. I cannot bend
over backwards for the cricket administrators. The rules
and the standards are different for'goras'and different
for me.

Kapil Dev, former captain of the Indian Cricket Team,
DNA, October 19

If you rvant to see how the political culture of this
country has changed, just lvatcl'r television footage of
our MPs arriving at Parliament. Sleek limo after swanky
people-carrier srveeps into the hallowed portals of our
democracy.

Seema Gosw a mi,' I nd ul g e' H i tr il us ta n r, ^*##::::;

The fate of the new Right to Information Acb 2005,

may turn out to be much like that of many a girl child
in India - damned at birth.

Maja Daruwala, The lndian Etpress, October I

Historically, the Indian government has impeded
the Internet with a combination of studied indifference
and myopic government monopoly policies.

Sabeer Bhatia, co-founder of Hotmail, The Week,
August 21

Mumbaikars have stopped expecting anything
from politicians. So when the city turned into a

dangerous waterworld they helped each other. It was
business as usual in a way.

Aniali Krishnan, Reader's Digesl, September 2005

Any country claiming to be a modern democracy
must secularise and unify its legal system'

Salman Rushdie on the Inrrana case in an article in the
Neru York Tirnes, cited in Outlook' luly 25
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The Hypocritical and Populist 104s Amendment to the Indian
Constitution

The Indian Parliament (l use the larger context because

not only the Government of India but all political parties
are accessories after the fact) is bent on destroying the cluality
of education in India. Evidence is the very ill advised 104th
amendment to the Constitution, (adopted in haste by both
Houses of parliament before adjourning after the winter
session to nullify a Supreme Court decision to the contrary)
imposing reservation cluotas on priante trnaided educational
institutions, minority institutions of course exempted. This
whole exercise is an exhibition in populism with the Vote
in forthcoming elections the obvious objective. There is
neither sincerity nor concern for the poor students even less
for the classes for whom the reservation quotas are ostensibly
meant.

Here are two examples of the State's total lack of
concern involving two respected and state-owned educational
institutions in Mumbai.

"Students of Sir JJ School of Art were scheduled to
begin their exams from next Monday (October 17). On Friday
(October 14), they called an indefinite strike to protest the lack
of infrastructure and good teachirrg faculty.

Kushal Mahant, a third year student and general
secretary of the students union, said "Ours is one of the most
respected educational institutions in Mumbai but there is no
evidence to support the so-called international standards that
it claims to maintain. There is no canteen, no furniture, no
teachers for many subjects, and no live models for us to do
our projects of painting from life." (For details read HT Metro,
Hitrdustarr Tirnes, October 15 and the Sunday lntlian Express

of September 4)).

Here's another, concerning the Law Department of
the University of Mumbai: "During the day, Room No.140
at the University of Mumbai's Churchgatc' campus is used
by lady sweepers, who come here to unwind. But after 4

p.m. this 'Ladies Common Room' transforms into a

classroom for Master of Laws (LLM) students.

"Ovt'r trvo years, said a harriecl student, they have
been studying with brooms around them, classes without
lights, as they 'run all around' to locate their classrooms.

On July 18, the law department dashed off a letter
to the regishar complaining that'in spite of repeated requests
to university authorities there are no basic facilities'.

Vice-Chancellor Vijay Khole said he had received no
complaints. Told about the letter he said: 'The registrar has
beett btrs11 utith the eleclitttrs 't'or unrious ttniatrsity lrodics.' (For

clctails read The Indian Express, Mumbai Newslitrc, Septet-nber
2tt)

These two cases can be multiplied hundred times ovcr
to understand the state's'concern' for the cducation ttf shtclr'nts

irrespective of the caste-class or religion they belorrg to.

fayaprakash Narayan Forgotten

As a report in TIrc httliart Exprtss
points out, Amitabh Bachchan's birthclay
on 11th October was celebratc-d by
millions of his fans throughout the
country while Jayaprakash Narayan's
birthday which also falls on 1 l th October
was largely forgotten. This is hardly
surprising. The opening up of the visual
media and the consumerist culture it has

spawned has led to the conversion of a

number of newspapers into fashion and gossip sheets (with
some space grudgingly devoted to 'News'). This is sad but
understandable up to a point. Like a person rvho has not
had a meal for many days, gobbles up food and ends with
indigestion, the Indian public, denied choice in the marketplace
for 40 long years thanks to the'socialist pattern of societv'
wlrich was the ruling philosophy in the era of one partv
dominance, is running amuck. Hopefully our people n'ili
settle down when Malls and supermarkets are no longer a

novelty. Hopefully, then, the birthdays of Jayaprakash
Narayan will be remembered. Meanwhile, lest I bc
misunderstood, Amitabh Bachchan fully deserves his
poprrlarity. He is indeed l/re Entertainer par excelk-nce, and
dcscrves all the accolades shou'ered on him by his fans. I

am one of them.

'ihc'tlrno has c.o-hc.'4 rullTut 9a1df
'to baJX,."f p4ay things:
of rlroas-anil-sJtiis- 

- 
,

md' vaJifi;vax'
of dablaqas ^

ana kin6S-"

ffi
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The President's Suggestion to Contain the VIP Nuisance

Talking of birthdays, President APJ Kalam turned 74
on October 15. He was in Hyderabad on that day. We have
this bit of information fromTheTimes of India's Mwnbai Mirror.
He was delivering a lecture to IPS probationers and senior
L,il'itiai' at thc National Policc'Academy. Naturally he madc
ser.'eral references to policing in India including one in n'hich
he pointed to 49 recommendations made by '"'arious Police
Commissions and asked for their implementation considering
thc fact that the functioning of the police is still go','erned
l.y "rn Act of 18611

One other suggestion, he made will be received with
scepticism by Mumbaikars and other city-dwellers. He said
that police should not hold up traffic during VIP movements.
Instead they should use a team of motor cyclists in real time
as is done in other countries. Well meant Mr. President, but
it will not only not solve the problem but make things worse.
When traffic lights are switched off in any part of the- city,
we Mumbaikars know that some VIP is prowling arouncl
so that no red light dare stop the VIP from speeding through.
The motor cycle outriders will not only lengthen the VIP
procession but cops on the motor cycles will with profanity
and dirty looks intimidate other users of the road as if the
pr-rblic had no business to be there when a VIP was using
the road space during real time.

On the other hand maybe the authorities and the
security personnel guarding our VIPs might consider
developing helipads on top of the many governmerrt buildings
that dot our cities so that our 'precious' VIPs can be flown
between the airport and downtown without disturbing the
peace of the citizens!

The Judiciary to the Rescue

We the people long deprived of good governance,
find the judiciary a godsend in doing miscellaneous executive
jobs.

For instance:

o The Bombay High Court told the Meteorological
Department to quickly identify a suitable site to install
the state-of-the-art Doppler Radar. This 15-ton radar is
required to detect and give early warning of changing
weather patterns particularly cylonic storms, and severe
disturbances such as Tsunami and the one that led to
the downpour that turned half of Mumbai into a lake
on July 26. The problem is that they were unable to
find a site in the city with at least 5 km of 'unobstructed'
view in the city. Hence a PIL seeking the Court's help!

o Following the rape of a 20-year old woman in a Munrbai-
bound train, a city lawyer has filed a PIL asking thc'

Bombay High Court to direct the railways to beef up
security and stop ticketless travellers from boarding
trains.

1 Bombay's former police commissioner Julio Ribeiro wrote

a letter to the acting chief justice of the Bombay High
Court objecting to the reinstatement of a tainted police
officer (after a departmental enquiry had found him
guilty of extortion, forgery and underworld links) by a

minister of state of the government of Maharashtra. The
acting chicf justice convr'rtt'd the letter irrttr a .srro ,lol(r
public interest litigation. The two judges who will hear
the matter ha','c asked the minister to file his reply by

January 18.

o The Bombay High Court has intervened in a squabble
between the state government, the central government
and the Bombay Municipal Corporation (BMC) over a

piece of land that the BMC wants for a public purpose
and which is owned by the Central government. The
Court has ordered the central Bovernment to hand over
tlre land measuring '147.77 hectares to the State
government and ordered the state government to hand
it over in turn to the BMC who wish to use the land
as a dr"rmping ground. It has asked the officers of all
threc' authorities to be present and see that the transfer
of land takes place.

o On October 18 the Bombay High Court directed the BMC
and the MMRDA to fill up all potholes in the city's roads
by November 15 and to complete repair works of roads
damaged after 26/7. These directions were passed by
a Division Bench in a suo moto petition based on a letter
written by a city cardiologist in which he had highlighted
accidents caused dtre to the pathetic conditions of roads
in the city. The court was informed that 8,143 potholes
had been filled up.

Kudos to *re rvrumuai Polici

Mumbai Police Commissioner A. N. Roy and his force
deserve to be complimented for the manner in which they
handled an unruly situation at Mumbai's domestic airport.
A religious Sadhu was not allowed to carry his staff (bamboo

stick) into the aircraft by officials at Lucknow airport. He
was on his way to Mumbai. His followers who gathered at
the Mumbai airport heard of this, turned violent damaged
public property and abused the police. Because of this some
3000 passengers were trapped inside the airport for over
90 minutes. When reasoning failed the police resorted to a
lathi charge to disperse the mob and control the situation.
Control they did. Expectedly there will be enquiries both at
Lucknow and at Mumbai. The fact is the police did their duty,
which was to ensure law and order and for which they deserve

the people's thanks.

Here's a cluote from Mr. Daliit Singh Bal, President
of the Sikh Association which says it all:

"Rules should be the same for all. Even we are not
allowed to carry kirpans (daggers) on board despite it being
a religious necessity. I don't think religious leaders should
have special rules. Religious sentiments should be followed
but the adherence should be to laws first. (The Times of lndia

December 8)

SVR
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Cover Feature

Increasing Intolerance and Suppression of Dissent
Soli Sorabjee

The need of the hour, if you ask me, is tolerance. It must be realized that
there is an essential linkage between tolerance, human rights, democracy

and peace. On the other hand if there is unchecked intolerance, the
inevitable consequence will be violence and that would ultimately

endanger peace.

One criterion to determine whether a country or
society is truly democratic as it professes to be, is the extent
of dissent permitted. The right to dissc'rrt and tolerance of
dissent are the sine qua trcn of a liberal democratic society.
It is not sufficient to grant freedom to those who differ from
us in respect of minor matters, matters that do not touch
the heart of the existing order. We must learn to accord
freedom for the thought we hate and to accord a fair field
and an honest race to all sections of society. That is the real
credo of a liberal.

In other words, radicals, reactionaries, industrialists,
workmen, the religious and the free thinkers; capitalists,
communists and all the infinite variety of platforms, fanatics
and self-appointed saviours of mankind must have the
freedom to express their own voice, subject, of course, to
one very important qualification - that there is no incitement,
to violence, no incitement to racial hatred. In a Liberal
democracy all groups in the country accept the fact that in
a free country one can have different opinions and should
have the equal right in voicing them. Disagreement with
the beliefs and ideologies of others is no reason for
suppression, because tolerance recognizes that there can be
more than one path for the attainment of truth and for
securing salvation.

Assumption of Infallibility

On the other hand, intolerance stems from an
invincible assumption of the infallibility one one's system,
the dogmatic conviction of the rightness of one's tenets and
beliefs and their superiority over others. When intolerance
reigns, reason takes a back seat. Intolerance is based on
prejudices, irrational beliefs and stereotypes. It fosters feelings

. of ill will, enmity between different classes and communities.
lntolerance ultimately leads to the forcible imposition of one's
ideology and dogma on others. Religious persecution, as we
know, is a result of intolerance and is once again rearing its
head in the name of Almighty Cod.

Suppression of dissent emanates from intolerance. An
intolerant regime does not brook dissent. An authoritarian
regime cannot tolerate the cxpression of ideas which
challenges its doctrine and ideology in the form of writings,
or plays, or drama or music or painting. Why do people in
po\,ver want to suppress disscnt? One reason is, again, the

unshakeable conviction of the regime about the rightness
of its ideologies and the policies it is following. And that
makes it necessary to suppress urtconventional and heterodox
thoughts and theories, which will endanger its cherished
beliefs. That is indeed the prime motivation for censorship'
Besides, the objective of the authoritarian regime is to
popularise its policies and practices among its people in order
to gain their support. This it does in two ways. First by
massive propaganda through State-owned and controlled
media for praising the regime's so-ca.lled successes on account
of its current policies. Another way is by imposing strict
censorship with a view to supPress any criticism or
questioning of its policies. This suppression of dissent by
censorship is an indispensable instrument for a totalitarian
regime. An intolerant authoritarian regime and censorship
are indeed natural allies.

In his excellent work, Tlte Tolerartt Society, Lee C.

Bollinger suggests that it is perhaps less the certainty of one's
conviction that prompts one into intolerance than the
uncertainty. In other words, it is fear about the stability of
the culrent regime, apprehension about its security, rvhich
impels intolerance and the consequent suppression of dissent
to ensure the popularity and continuance of the regime. In
other words anyone who is sure of one's position and is
not uncertain about it can take criticism in his stride and
counter it.

Two Prerequisites of a Democracy

Whenever I go abroad and they ask me to lecture
on democracy, I tell them I am not a social scientist, but I

know one thing. Whenever someone says/ my country is a

democracy, I say, 'do me a favour, just send me two or three
of your newspapers and just send me the law reports. I will
go through the newspapers and law reports and tomorrorv
I rvill tell you whether you are a democracy or not'. Because
the two indispensable preretluisites of a democracy are a
free press and an independent judiciary which, thank Cod,
we have in our country.

Today, the rise of intolerance in our country is reallv
alarming. About three years ato, a friend of mine, Jairus
Banaji, made some critical remarks at a function about Gujarat
Chief Ministcr Narendra Modi. Before he could complete
rvhat he got up to say, Modi's shongmen came in and thr€t{
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him out of the hall. This happaned here, in India, in
Ahmedabad. Any criticism of Madam Sonia Gandhi's style
.;f ft:nrtionir,g by any Congress Lrcrson is visitt'd rvith
unpleasant consequences. No one dare criticize Bal Thackerey
l'ithoui incurritrg the wratlr of the Shiv Sairriks. And yotr
know what that wrath means. The consequence of all this
intolerance is that dissent dries up and vigorous debate is
no lt'rnger possible. When vigororrs debate is no longer
possible and people cannot engage in healthy discussion, then
democracy comes under siege. What are the reasons? Why
this intolerance? Again arrogance and insecurity of one's
position. A party which is sure of its position and standing
r,r'ill take criticism in its stride and confront it.

Fascist Tendencies

Let me give you another example which was one of
the ',vorst which I ha','e come across. A U.S. scholar, James
Laine, by name, wrote a biography of Shivaji in'which he
cast some doubt upon the paternity of Shivaji. Naturally you
may not agree with it, you may condemn him. But what
happened? Not only was his book burnt, but there was a

dern.rnd for his prosecutitx. C)ne even went to the absurd
length of saying that he should be extradited. But the worst
part h'as that a fine institute in Pune called the Bhandarkar
Institute, with its archives and valuable documents r.r'as
vandalized. Why? Because Laine rvrote his book sitting there,
making use of this Institutc's archival material. Now this is
f.-rscism at its n'orst. I only re-nrember these things happening
in Nazi Germany. You vandalize an instihrte which has such
valuable documents because Laine wrote something rvhich
some people found very unpleasant. In the West, people
sometimes suggest that Christ had some elements of
homosexuality. People do get upset. They criticize it, they
ban it, but they don't indulge in this kind of violence. This
trend lve have to arrest. This is not the India that lve know.
Not the India where people can freely discuss. The sad thing
is that this intolerance has acrluired a global spread.

You know of course what happens in Pakistan. If
there is any criticism in which any religious
ovLtrtones are discovered, or discerned, the Blasphemy Law
is invoked and terrible consequences follow. In Bangladesh,
the novel written by Taslima Nasreen, 'Laf' (Shame) was
banned. Thanks to the Bangladesh High Court, the ban was
struck down. Malaysia is no different. Any foreign journal
criticizing Mahathir at one stage used to be taken off the
stands and burnt or confiscated. Singapore is no different.
And UK, the oldest democracy is also not immune from this
virus. At a recent Labour Party conference when Prime
Minister Tony Blair was defending his country's action in
the Iracl rvar, an old and respected Labourite who disagreed
with Tony Blair said 'nonsense'. Immediately a hurly burly
Labourite manhandled him and threw him out. The only
saving grace in this case was that the Prime Minister gave
.r pr.rblrc apolLrSy for the disgraceful incident.

Nrlrv n e nee'd not follow what is happening in other
cotrntries. We must preserve our tradition of tolerance rvhich

we have had. If anyone asks me to write a biography of a

religious leader, I would say first, I want an insurance policy
fol my safetyl But onc bright spot is that or.rr courts lr.rvc
consistently and steadfastly upheld the right of dissent and
cmphasizecl the necessity for tolcrance. Lc't me give 1,1rs -
very interesting case that the Bombay High Court decided
in 1968. The 1952 emergency was still continuing and we
had the 1965 war with Pakistan. In a case involving critical
references to Gandhiji the High Court of Bombay held thus:
"Everyone ought to have the privilege of expres5ing opinions
which are unpopular or distasteful. The right to dissent is
the very essence of democracy. Conformity with accepted
norms and beliefs has always been the enemy of freedom
of thought."

fehovah's Witnesses

The high watermark of judicial endorsement of tol-
erance, is the Supreme Court judgement in the case of V. J.
Emmanuel ?ersrls the State of Kerala. Jehovah's Witnesses
is a religious denomination and it is part of their religious
belief that no one should sing the prayers of any country.
Only God, no other country. Now, I am not concerned
whether this belief is right or wrong. It is a belief, which is
conscientiously held by adherents of Jehovah's Witnesses
faith. Now when the National Anthem was sung, two stu-
dents of Jehovah's Witnesses stood up in silence but did not
sing. The authorities expelled them. The Kerala High Court
upheld their expulsion. The matter came to the Supreme
Court and the Supreme Court reversed the order of
expulsion saying: 'it is not that they did not sing the Na-
tional Anthem of India, it is their religious belief which
prevented them from singing We cannot go into its rights
or wrongs because it is a religious belief genuinely held that
they must not sing the national anthem of any country. And
therefore, if they remain silent, the right to remain silent is
as much a part of the fundamental right of speech and ex-
pression. Compelling these students and expelling thc'm for
exercising their right to remain silent is unconstitutional. The
Supreme Court concluded its judgement with a ringing note
and I want that ringing note to be in your minds and hearts
all the time:

"Our tradition teaches tolerance, our philosophy
preaches tolerance, our Constitution practises
tolerance, let us not dilute it".

And this iudgement has put to shame some other
judgements in other countries where they took a little different
view about Jehovah's Witnessc's.

Ore Oru Gramathil
Let me give you another example. There was a Tamil

movie titled 'Ore Ont Gramathil' (ln One Village). The theme
of that movie was that the reservation policy is being abused,
people make false claims of being scheduled castc or
backward class and then they get into positions. lt was iust
a movie. In principle, rvhat it tried to portray was good. Wtr

must have preferc'ntial treatment, we must have special
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preferences for people who are handicappecl and who l'rave
suffered discrimination over the centuries. The Board of
Censors passed it. It even got an award. But the Madras
High Court somehow banned it. The matter came up to the
Supreme Court. And the Supreme Court reversed the
judgement. Justice Jagannath Shetty gave the leading
fudgment of the Court and this is what he said:

"Freedom of expression protects not merely ideas that
are accepted but those that offend, shock or disturb the state
or any section of the population. Such are the demands of
pluralism, tolerance and broad mindedness without which
there is no democratic society". If the film is unobjectionable
and cannot constitutionally be restricted under the
constitution, freedom of expression cannot be suppressed
on account of threats of demonstrations and processions or
threats of violence."(Because there was a threat people had
threatened to burn down the theatre, release snakes and
so on). If you yield to such threats, that would tantamount
to negation of the rule of law and surrender to blackmail
and intimidation. Freedom of expression which is legitimate
and is constitutionally protected cannot be held to ransom
by an intolerant group of people.

Suppress Bigotry Not Freedom

When I was the Attorney General, they used to tell
me 'Sir, if we don't ban this book, there will be violence.'l
would reply 'first of all you go on the merits, is there anything
intrinsically wrong with the book? Does it offend any
provision of law? Is it obscene, is it sacrilegious?' Are we
going to judge and ban books becanse some hypersensitive
people who have very different notions of what should be
published or not, are going to give you threats? If there are
threats, suppress the people who give the threats. Don't
suppress the book. Don't suppress freedom of expression.
Otherwise you are being completely held hostage by very
bigoted, intolerant sets of people.

Fostering a Culture of Tolerance

The need of the hour, if you ask me, is tolerance. It
must be realized that there is an essential linkage between
tolerance, human rights, democracy and peace. On the other
hand if there is unchecked intolerance, the inevitable
consequence will be violence and that would ultimately
endanger peace. The preamble to the Charter of the United
Nations proclaims, that to achieve the goals of the Charter,
we need to "practise tolerance and live together in peace
rvith one another as good neighbours". You see in history
everywhere what has happened because of intolerance. But
tolerance cannot be legislated. You cannot pass a law that
you will be tolerant any more than you can pass a law that
you will not have more than two pegs of whiskey. You cannot
legislate prohibition, you cannot legislate tolerance. These
are virtues that are to be instilled. So what is necessary is,
we must develop a capacity for tolerance by fostering an
environment of tolerance, a culture of tolerance.

Arrd r'ducation has to play a vital role :n this
connechion. Pseudotypes, prejudices about certain classes and
communities must be eliminated. The Press too has an
important role to play. I would make a special appeal to
the members of the Press that they should ensure that
prejudices and pseudo types about certain communities or
classes are not perpetuated and the Press should speak out
against those trends which you find in the country. The Press

should be insistent and eloquent in preaching the message
that no group or body has the monopoly of truth and
wisdom and we must respect the point of view of the other-
minded. If we desire to convert the others to our point of
view, it should be done by persuasion and constructive
debate without forcible imposition of one's views.

So, friends, as Minoo Masani would say, let us promote
tolerance in our multi-religious, multi-culfural nation and
thereby strengthen our pluralist democracy and ensure
freedom of speech and expression so that the right to dissent
rvill always be a living reality and not a casualty. I think if
we do that, if we strive in that direction, that is the best
tribute that we can pay to one of the finest liberals and
democrats rve have had, Minoo Masani.

Excerpted fron a Leclurt deliuered Mr. SoIi Sorabjee on October 71,
2005 in I'lylernhad ils part ttf tlx Mirtoo Masani Birtlt Cettleturrtt

lr(tgramme. The full text uill he ytublished soorr in a booklet.

MR. SOLI SORABJEE is a distinguished lawyer and until
recently India's Advocate General

Silencing Unconventional Voices
"Unpopular ideas can be silenced and inconvenient facts

kept dark, without the need for any official ban", wrote George
Onrvell. Though he was referring to what he regarded as the
voluntary literary censorship in Britain of that time, it could as

well apply to the efforts of intolerant groups protesting against
the remarks of the actor Kushboo and of Suhasini Mani Ratnam
who came to her defence. The episode underlines the reality
that not iust the state but powerful organised groups could
also pose a threat to freedom of expression.

"What the Kushboo episode is not about is perhaps as
important as what it is about. ln the first place, it is not about
agreeing with the comments she made on sexual morality in
the modern age (on the basis of an opinion survey) that have

been attacked as encouraging permissiveness and as insulting
to Tamil women. lndeed it is the fear of being seen as endorsing
permissiveness that has probably kept many public figures and
political parties from coming to her defence. Yet even tf one
were to disagree strongly with her or feel that the remarks
were ill timed or that she was not sending the right message
to the youth, her right to express her opinion has to be
conceded. 'lf all mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and
only one person were of the contrary opinion, mankind would
be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if
he had the power, would be justified in silencing mankind',
said John Stuart Mill in On Libefty, arguing that truth and error
must be allowed to contend freely."

N. Ravi, Editor, Ihe Hrndu, November 26, 2005.
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women on the Top: Intolerance as a Political Weapon

Geeta Doctor

When there is no place for a dialogue because there is no space for rational
thought, we can only expect to see more instances where intolerance will

become a weapon for political change.

The episode from the Mahabharata, known as "the
disrobing of Draupadi" has a peculiar attraction for the
audience of street plays in Tamil Nadu. It does not matter
that all the actors are male in the majority of the street plays,
or "Koothu" groups, or that eventually 'she' manages to
triumph over Dushassana, with her modesty intact. The
rnterest is in rvatching the humiliation of Draupadi. Her
piteous wails and cries for help take on a semi-comic manner
as her male tormentor initiates all the crude gesfures and
aggression suggestive of an imminent rape. Even the
unravelling of miles and miles of nylon fabric, sarees that
ha."'e been tied end to end and slon'ly unwound from behind
the scene, take on the character of a tup;-of-war between
the sexcs. What makes it even more ambiguous is that no
rrne around Draupadi at the "lloyal" court is prepared to
take her side. They rvatch her strr.rggle, just as the auclience
\\'atchL's the scene lvith varying degrees of intensity.

Kushboo's Right to Her Views

L'Affairc Kushboo in Tamil Nadu has playe.d to
audiences with the same kind of snide attempts at titillation.
It no longer matters that her remarks about the chastity or
otherwise of young women were made in the context of
the spread of Aids and that she had never made a reference
to the n'omen of Tamil Nadu in her interview wilh India
Today. The fact that she is a well known, and ,indeed till this
episode, a well-loved figure, that she has always been
endorved with the lusciously perceived good looks that the
Tamil public favours in the worship of gods and goddesses
in popular mythology, or on-screen and the wealth that goes
rvith it, made her a soft target. When a fellow actress, Suhasini
Mani Rathnam did the decent thing and tried to put things
into perspective, defending Kushboo's right to freedom of
speech on matters relating to a health problem that is already
causing grave concern in Tamil Nadu, she too became almost
instantly another target. The reasons were almost exactly
the same.

Of Tamil Pride and Tamil Culture

Within days, two political parties, the Patali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) and the Dalit Panthers of India (DPI) who were
till then fighting for the cause of the downtrodden shifted
their stand to the more emotive, and nebulous cause of 'Tamil
Pride'. This is a tried and tested formula that the Dravidian

movement had played to the maximum effect in getting rid
of various class enemies. At a time, when there are not many
dramatic issues that might galvanize a near comatose pr.rblic,
who have learnt to vote one party out, with every season
and just collect the handouts, Kushboo provided just the right
kind of rally. The fact that she could rveep so piteously for
the television cameras, ask forgiveness for a crime that she
had not committed, and generally attract the kind of attention
that, had she been a nonentity with few media skills, might
have got her just a small mention in one of the local papers,
obviously added to her value as an enemy of the people.
What is even more absurd is that because she's a figure that
the national press corrld recognize and empathize with, it's
allowed her detractors to label her even more vociferously
as being anti-Tamil. "She is spoiling the good name of all
Tamil people," is what they now claim.

There have been two other instances when this so
called 'Tamil Pride 'has been threatened recently. Both of
these also appear to be so trivial at first, that it seems
ridiculous that they could be seen as threats to any kind of
society. One of them is the issue of a dress code that has
been prescribed for engineering college students at the
Madras University. Various guidelines have been suggested
by the Vice-Chancellor to protect the modesty of the students,
both male and female. In the debate that followed in the
Press, opinion was divided, most of the letter writers felt
that it n'as a good thing that students should be made to
dress, cut their hair and trim their beards in a manner
prescribed by the University. Only one student attempted
a mild form of protest by wearing a black T-shirt and jeans
to class and he was instantly ticked off. Since then, there
has been completely silence from the student community.
"lf the young people of Chennai can't stand up for their
rights, who else can tell them what to do. You can't force
freedom of expression on people," said the well-known
adman Piyush Pandey when he came to the City on a visit.

'The Park'Punished

In the other case the issue was one of what is
permissible as 'decent' behaviour at a public place, such as

a hotel. The hotel in cluestion is the high-profile hotel known
as The Park that is perceived in the normally conservative
City as a "hep and happening" place. From the very
beginning The Park has projected itself as a place for the
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young cosmopolitan Chennai person with global aspirations
in food and entertainment and many of the events sponsored
by the hotel have tried to foster this image. The Bar, the
central lobby that has always been part of its philosophy to
create a kind of an in-house plaza, where people can meet

and interact socially, are iust some of the features that have
made The Park different. It could be that this 'difference' is
what led to it's being targeted as a hot spot where good
old'Tamil Pride'was under attack. Whether it was a deliberate
attempt on the part of the newspaper that published
photographs of people enjoying themselves at a private
party at the hotel, that showed a completely innocuous couple
dancing cheek to cheek (they were later found to be husband
and wife) to create trouble, or whether the Police
Commissioner decided to take action based on what hr- saw
as morally offensive behavic'rur is something that has been

endlessly debated. What was certainly shocking was that two
young employees of the Park Hotel, who were in charge
of the Lobby, were taken into custody and put in jail as if
they were the criminals. In various interviervs the Police
Commissioner, who sounds like a reasonable man, first
explained that he had no idea of what was meant by 'moral
policing'and that he had many more pressing Iaw and order
issues to handle, then went on to add that the hotel had
broken the norms of what he describccl as 'good behaviour
for middle class Tamil values'.

A Citizens Forum that was hastily convened to talk
about these three issues came to a halt almost at once as

the audience bridled at the attempt by the national press,
meaning the English speaking media to denigrate "Tamil
Culture" by making a mockery of Tamil sentiments. That
is to say, the audience immediately became polarized into
those who felt that right or wrong, they had to support a

Tamil point of view and those who were seen as part of
the English speaking media who are out to get the Tamils.

"Why is the national media aln'ays targeting Tamil
Nadu by making us look so foolish, they have a vested
interest in doing so, whether it is in attacking the rvay that
our political leaders behave or in giving too much importance
to these side issues," claimed a section of the crowd.

Shrinking Public Space ...

Etlually, there were demands on who should or
should not define what is Tamil Culture. "Are the television
serials and dance serluences made in Kollywood not a Part
of Tamil Culture? Isn't there nrorc than enough vulgarity
in them to put any behaviour at the Park between consenting
aclults who were at a private party to shame?" asked different
voices.

... for Rational Thought

Some people complained abont how courting couples
are routinely targeted by the Police when they are found
on the popular beaches of the City. "There should be a gror.rp
of vigilantes who stand up for these innocent young people

when the Police harass them only to get money from them,"
said one group of the audience. Others blamed it squarely
rru the various political parties n'ho had become so bankrrrpt
of ideas that would fire the public, they were happy b dig
out the original issues raised by the old Dravidian movement

and rally the public once more around them. Others
recommended that people should go back and read what
E.V.Ramasrvamy Periyar had to say about the rights of
women to see just how ahead he was of the times.

... for Dialogue

Even in the relatively neutral space of a forum of
concerned citizens it was difficult to start a dialogue, let alone

find a consensus on what could constitute fundamental rights.

In some strange way, The Park had come to rePresent the
"Other" that could be a global Indian, a multinational Indian,
a privileged Indian, who just by being able to enter such a

space seemed to leave the common citizen of the City out
in the cold, (or more exactly in the heat.) This is a dilemma
that has been played out in different forms in other cities
as attacks on Valentine's Day, Kentucky Chicken, the use

of the local language, desecrating the image of a particular
political figure, or a cricket idol, dress codes for tvomc'n and

so forth.

When there is no place for a dialogue becar.tse therc'

is no space for rational thought, we can only expect to see

more instances where intolerance will become a weapon for
political change. What makes the trend disturbing is that this

attihrde is most often pioiected on the image of the woman,
who is once more at the centre, a symbol that offers mulliple
meanings to a fractured and disenfranchised patriarchy.

MS. GEETA DOCTOR, a former editor of Freedom First, is a

freelance iournalist,
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Every other company sells boilers. Not us

We sell total steam solutions. With a full range of Spirax
steam energy conservation products, microprocessor
based control instrumentation to ensure optimal energy usage
and services to help you better harness steam, air and water.

Our Energy Audit service helps optimise your energy costs,
our Consultancy service provides with detailed engineering of all
process utilities, and our Steam Engineering Centre provides
education and training on efficient utilisation of steam.
The result is lower energy consumption, improved product quality
and better control of your process.

And yes, we make boilers, too. The best in the business.
Our fully packaged boilers with efficiency monitors and automatic
blowdown controls give maximum fuel efficiency, so you don't
waste heat.

So the next time you want a big metal box in which
to burn up your fuel budget, call someone else. And
the next time you want to conserve energy and save money,
try a total steam solution.

Forbes Marshall
Mumbai-Pune Road, Kasarwadi, Pune 411 034. lndia.
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No other expression poignantly
illustrates the essence of terrorism as

the famous IRA message to British
Prime Minister Mrs. Thatcher after a

failed attempt: "Today we were unlucky.
But remember, we have only to be
lucky once. You have to be lucky al-
ways." The terrorist is always at an
advantage since he captures the adver-
sary by surprise, choosing his own
time. On the other hand it is difficult
for the security or intelligence services
to be alert all the time. This also explains
why it appears to the common man
that the terrorist always has an upper
hand. A terrorist has also to be inno-
vative. Till 9/11 one would never have
thought that a terrorist would use an
ordinary commercial airliner as a

deadly weapon.

It was only in the mid 1990s that
the subject of terrorism started engag-
ing the attention of a majoritY of
governments although the menace of
terror had started manifesting mucl'r
earlier. However the shident Cold War
polemics and the resultant polarization
of the world on ideological consider-
ations prevented any meaningful steps
by the international community to
tackle the menace in a concerted way.
Acts of terrorism were described as

legitimate struggle for national aspira-
tions depending on which side of the
spectrum the affected persons or gov-
ernments were in. The differences
between freedom fighters, guerillas and
terrorists got blurred on ideological
considerations.

The feeble attempts by the
United Nations since 1963 to bring in
some sort of international cooperation

* This excerpt is from a comprehensive
paper on Terrorism to be published
soon by the Indian Liberal Group.

to tackle various acts of terrorism met
with limited success on account of the
Cold War considerations except in cer-
tain areas like aviation security. It took
more than 34 years for an international
consensus to energe on the vital ingre-
dients of tackling terrorism by way of
passing of the 1997 and 1999 Conven-
tions on Terrorist Bombings and
Terrorist Financing which were rein-
forced by UN Resolution No 1373(2001)
passed after 9 / 71. However even those
governments taking meaningful steps
to detect and control terrorism are
motivatcd by considerations on how far
they are affected by such acts of ter-
rorism and not how humanity in
general is suffering. Pakistan, which
was criticized for supporting Kashmiri
militants and the Taliban, earned high
marks for its cooperation with the US
to "enhance security for US facilities and
personnel".

Terrorism - Causes?

Polemics on the cause of mod-
ern day terrorism are never ending.
Caleb Carr, a noted military historian
says that the Jews had brought 'orga-
nized, paramilitary terror" into the
Palestinian region before the partition
of Palestine. He says: "The ease with
which the Jewish terrorists turned to
murder and mayhem was perhaps
understandable, given what was hap-
pening in Europe." He feels that
modern day terrorism is the carry for-
ward of the old military theme on the
"destructive war" philosophy in which
civilians were deliberately targeted to
undermine their support for the poli-
cies of their political leaders. Mahmood
Mamdani, author of a highly acclaimed
book "Good Muslims, Bad Muslims.
America, The Cold War and The Roots
of Terror" has said that 9/11 was the
remnant of the Cold War.
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Terrorism

The best way
problem. This

V. Balachandran

tackle terrorism is to treat it as a crime and not as a political
because history has amply proved that terrorism has nothing

to do with oppression.

However in the present context
any intellectual dialectics or cause-effect

analysis on the origins or causes of
terrorism will not lead us anywhere.
Most of the UN debates on terrorism
are unfortunately marked by such pc'r-

lemics.

Definition of Terrorism

Any analysis of terrorism should
begin with a definition of terrorism. It
is said that there are over one hundred
definitions. The most acceptable defi-
nition which captures the essencc of
terrorism without partisan interprcta-
tion is by the U.S DePartment of
Defense: "Unlawful use of force or vio-
lence against individual or ProPerty to
coerce and intimidate Sovernments or
societies, often to achieve political, re-

ligious or ideological obiectives".
However the State Department of the
US government gives another defini-
tion, based on US Code litle 22, Section
2656(F): "The term "terrorism" means

premeditated, politically motivated vio-
lence perpetrated against non-
combatant targets by sub-national
groups or clandestine agents usually
intended to influence an audience. The

term'international terrorism" means
terrorism involving citizens or the ter-

ritory of more than one country." This
raises uncomfortable questions. Accord-
ing to this definition, armed attacks by
Pak supported Kashmiri terrorists on
the Indian Army or BSF posts n'ill not
be terrorism! There are howe"'er indi-
cations now that this definition by the
State Department is likely to be changed.

On the other hand Caleb Carr saYs:
"Terrorism, in other words, is simply
the contemporary name given to and
the modern permutation of, warfarc
deliberatelv waged against civilians with
the purpose of destroying their will ttr
support either leaders or policics tha{
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the agents of such violence find objec-
tionable."

Terrorists, Guerillas, Insurgents and
Freedom Fighters

V\:e noll come to certain cxpres-
srons like "terrorists", "guerillas",
''rnsurgcnts", "freedom fighters" etc.

The dictionary meaning of "terrorism"
rs coercive intimidation for political ends

or a system that seeks to rule by in-
stilling fear through terror. "Guerilla"
is defined as irregular band of partisan
soldiers while an "insurgent" aims to
organize an uprising against an exist-
ing government. "Urban Guerillas" of
the 1960s, who evoked sympathy ow-
ing to their leftist leanings, were also
c;rlled "terrorists". In the 60s,/80s the.

difference between guerillas, insurgents
and terrorists blurred as terrorists also
claimed to be "freedom fighters" to gain
sympathy. Irrespective of any defini-
tion, the term "terrorism" denotes
attempts to overthrow an established
systen or government through force.

In the classical parlance insur-
gencv thrives on local support likc the
1946 Telengana Uprising which later
became the "Peoples' War Group"
(PWC). One could add the insurgency
in Nagaland, Manipur also in this group
since it started immediately after Indian
Independence, as a sizable section of
locals did not accept the merger with
the Indian Union. Bad governance in
some areas gave fillip to seParatist
movement like the All Assam Shdents'
Union (AASU) which gave birth to the
terrorist group United Liberation Front
of Assam (ULFA). Unchecked migration
from Bangla Desh higgered insurgency
in Tripura, Assam, and Meghalaya.
Horvever several of these so called in-
surgency movements undertake
terrorist attacks to divide and provoke
people when they start losing public
support as we have seen in the case of
ULFA. Insurgents also use armed pres-
sure to keep the civil population ttnder
control to create an artificial impression
that they have popular suPPort as we
ha','e seen in the case of the LTTE and
Kashmiri terrorists.

Common Characteristics

Irrespective of any affiliation, all

1.)

terrorist groups exhibit certain common
characteristics: First, terrorism is big
business and self-sustaining. No terrorist
group complains of lack of funds. Some

terrorist groups like the LfiE have well-
c'stat lisht'd brrsinr'ss nctn'orks, n'hiclt
gives them steady income. The LTTE
has scveral commercial','esscls and they
have a monopoly in the sale and dis-
tribution of Tamil video films in Europe
& North America. E"'ery Jaffna Tanril
based abroad has to compulsorily con-
tribute one tenth of his income to the
LfiE. They supplernent this by abduc-
tion for ransom.

Our North East "Rebels" collect
regular instalments from government
contractors and even from government
servants. The Peoples' War Groups whtl
claim to be motivated by ideological
considerations also collect funds from
industrialists through extortion. We
know by now how Osama bin Laden
was able to fund his activities.

Second, all terrorist grouPs are

able to get recruits, including teenag-
ers either rrn the basis of ideology,
financial gains or threats. The LTTE's
"Baby Brigades" are well known. All
major groups recruit teenagers - Jaish-
e-Mohammad, Lashkar, Hizbul besides
the LTTE. There were rcports that the
latter was using the ccase-fire with the

Sri Lankan government to do the re-

cruitment.

Finally, all terrorist SrouPS are
able to recalibrate grounds towards new
targets as convenient. For Osama it was
the Soviet Union first and now it is
America. After initially targeting Sri

Lanka, the LTTE targeted India by ioin-
i.g hands with Prime Minister
Premadasa, only to blow him uP at an

oPPOrtune moment.

Brief History of Terrorist Movements

Prime Ministers later. The Algerian FLN
fought for independence (1954-1962)

while the French OAS countered it, both
using terrorist methods. The German
"Baader-Meinhof" gang (1968 onwards)
n';rs led by .r c-lrug rdclict Baac-ler and
his girl friend Meinhof who had brain
damage. Itirliarr Rr'd Brigade or Brigate
Rosse's (1970-80s) organized more than
14,000 attacks and also killed many.
Arounci the same time the Japanese Recl

Army collaborated with the mercenary
Carlos in various terrorists acts. The
Basrlue separatists mounted regular
attacks in Europe and the rightist
"Weathermen" (whites) and the leftist
"Black Panthers" Olacks) dominated the

scene in the US.

Modern day terrorism reared its
head in 1968 with the hijacking of an
EL Al plane from Rome by PLO (PFLP

of George Habbash). This phase was the

direct result of the spectacular Israeli
victory after the 6-day war, which sarv

the occupation of Palestinian
territories.The 1972 Munich Olympics
hostage taking was yet another land
mark. A big Hezbollah car bomb attack
in Beirut in 1983 killing several US

marines and French Paratroopers led
to a decisive turn in the local dynam-
ics resulting in the withdrawal of US

troops. That was the beginning of
modern day suicide terrorism. A simi-
lar stricide attack in '1987 by the LTTE
blowing up the Jaffna garrison saw a

decisive halt in the Srilankan advance.
Meanwhile the Sikh guards had assas-

sinated Mrs. Indira Gandhi in 1984, a
culmination of the process of Pak in-
spired Sikh terrorism, which had started
in the early 1980s. The Pakistani inspired
Kashmiri terrorism exploded in 1989.

Rajiv Gancihi was killed by the LTTE in
1991 in a suicide attack. In 1993 the New
York World Trade Center Towers was
attacked killing 6 persons, which was
a dress rehearsal for a worse tragedy
to follow in 2001.The major orientation of terror-

ism was nationalist-separatist in the 19'h

century, extreme right in 1920s, left The Babri Masiid demolition on

wing in the 1970s and right wing/ fun- December 5, 1992 led to the Bombay

damentalist since the 1990s. Mention communal riots and later to the serial

must be made of the Israeli Groups bomb blasts in March 1993, almost like
(1930-40) like rightist "Irgun" of the 1993 WTC bombing' In 1995 Tim*
Menachem Begin and "Stern Gang" thy McWeigh bombed the Oklahoma
(sometimes rightist and at times left- building resulting in 168 deaths. Ame'ri-

ist) of Yitzhak Shamir. Both became can military and embassy targets were
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attacked in Khobar (1996), Nairobi, Dar-
es-Salaam (1998) and Aden (2000-USS

Cole), all suspected acts of Osama bin
[,aden. Thc 2001 September 11 attack
on WTC Towers and Pentagon, killing
over 5000 was the culmination of the
death dance of the one time US-Saudi
prot6g6 Osama. Kashmiri terrorists
attacked the J&K Assembly on October
1 and the Indian Parliament on Decem-
ber 13,2001. The American led war on
Iraq since March 20, 2003 served as a

catalyst for further terrorist attacks on
pro-American targets. Bombings in Bali
killed 202 in 2002 and 20 in 2005. Al
Qaeda bombed Madrid Rail on March
'|.1,2004 killing 198 persons, exactly 911

days after 9/11.In what was described
as the second deadliest terrorist attack
in England since the Lockebie Pan Am
attack on December 21, 1988, the city
of London saw a repetition of 9/11 on
Jr;.ly 7,2005 (calledT /7) killing over 50
through serial bus and underground
rail bombing. This coincided with the
UK hosting of the 31st summit of G4
Nations. A second explosion on July 21

did not result in any injuries. A pre-
Diwali serial blast in New Delhi on
October 29,2005 killed at least 65.

Islamic Fundamentalism and Terror

Samuel Huntington's 1993
theory on the "clash of civilizations" is
being analyzed now more than ever to
study the growing threat of terrorism
emanating from Islamic groups. The
question is why are the Islamic nations
or Broups more prone to violence than
others? Walter Laqueur, a known US
authority on terrorism analyzed this
issue in his book The Nap Terrorism. A
1998 'Freedom House'survey listed 51

States as "Unfree", 45 of them were
wholly or partly Muslim. Of the 20
armed conflicts then in the world, Is-
lam was involved in 16. Of the 13 UN
Peace-keeping missions, 9 were con-
cerning Muslim countries and interests.
He thus concludes that fundamentalist
Islam generates violence. A similar
analysis by Barbara Crossettc' in T/re

New York Tinres (December 24,2001)
cluoted the report of 'Freedom House'
(2001-02) mentioning that only 23 7o of
the 47 Muslim nations we're "free".
Other writers however disagree. Islamic
nations are subjected to the worst form
of exploitation and injustice.

Modern day terrorism started
with the Israeli annexation of Palestin-
ian territories in 1967. The US led
adventurism in the 1980s to checkmate
the USSR acted as a catalyst, creating
and consolidating thc Islamic funda-
mentalist revival, which is now
targeting American interests. The dis-
advantaged or those at the bottom of
the heap have discovered comfort and
security in a crude form of Islamism".
The Iraq War (2003-?) and the continu-
ing American support to Israel have
strengthened terrorist networks and
boomeranged against American and

Jewish targets.

Osama bin Laden and AI-Qaeda

Osama came under the influence
of Dr. Abdullah Azzam, a Palestinian-
Jordanian of the "Muslim Brotherhood"
while he was a student of the Jeddah
University. Azzam later inspired the
Palestinian "Hamas". Osama became
the chief financier under the patronage
of the then Saudi Intelligence Chief who
funded and equipped the Mujahidc'en
along with the CIA and ISL Meanwhile
Osama also came under the influence
of Dr. Ayman Zawahiri, who was an
accused in the 1981 Sadat killing. Dif-
ferences cropped up later between
Osama and Azzam over the Afghan
strategy.

After the 1989 Soviet withdrawal
Osama refurned to Saudi Arabia where
he started creating problems for the
regime. He was deported from the
Kingdom in 1992 for his prejudicial
activities, including criticizing the
presence of US troops on Saudi soil.
Betrveen 1992and 1996 Al Turabi gave
him refuge in Sudan. In 1994 he met
Ramzi Ahmed Yusuf, accused in the
1993 WTC bombing and conceived a

plan to crash a plane on the Pentagon.
Meanwl'rile he plotted to kill Hosni
Mubarak in 1995 and also conceived a

plan to blow up a dozen US planes
simultaneously. US/ Saudi pressure on
Sudan made him shift to Afghanistan
in 1996. He organized the US Embassy
bombings in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam
in 1998 killing 225 and injuring 4000. In
2000 hc'attacked USS Colc, killing 17
sailors. In 2001 the Taliban appointed
Osama as the head of the Taliban Militia.
Finally his outfit crashed 3 planes
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(AA11, UA 175 and AA77) on the WTC
twin towers and the Pentagon on
September 11, 2001 marking a nerv
phase in international terrorism.

Unlike other terrorist groups like
the LTTE, Hamas or Hezbollah, Osama's

al Qaeda does not have a monolithic
structure but is a conglomerate of sev-
eral groups. Its cadre is drawn from
Egyptian Islamic Jehad (EIJ), Al
Gammaya al Islamia (lslamic Group of
Egypt) GIA (Armed Islamic Group of
Algeria), IPT (Islamic Party of Turkistan-
Uzbekistan), Jaish-e-Mohammed
(Kashmir-Pak), ASG (Abu Sayyaf-Phil-
ippines) etc. The American led war and
occupation of Iratl has given a new
lease of life to al-Qaeda. The Iraqi in-
surgency is led by Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, a Jordanian with a reward
of $ 25 million for his capture who had
taken active part in Afghan insurgcncy
between 1989 and 1992.

Pakistan as Haven

Even Americans say that Paki-
stan is a haven for terrorists as all the
major terrorists run to Pakistan for
refuge once things become hot else-
where. Pakistan counters it saying that
the US-led Coalition had initiated the
process using their territory in their Cold
War Game against the Soviet Union.
Thus Pakistani national Ramzi Ahmed
Yusuf, the brain behind the WTC Tower
bombing in 1993 escaped to that coun-
try in 1995 from the Philippines, where
he was arrested. Mir Aimal Kanzi, an-
other Pak national involved in the CIA
killing in 1993 was arrested in Pakistan
in 1997. Mohammad Sadicl Howaida,
Palestinian involved in the Nairobi and
Dar-es-Salaam bombings of 1998 was
apprehended in Pakistan. His two Arab
accomplices were also arrested in Pa-
kistan in the same year. Khalil-al-Deek,

Jordanian who targeted US interests u'as
caught in Pakistan in 1999. In 2003
Khalid Shaikh Mohammad, the master-
mind behind 9/11 was apprehended in
Pakistan. Till early 2003 Pakistan had
handed over nearly 500 terrorists to the
US without any legal proceedings for
extradition. That Pakistan is able to
exploit thesc' arrests to exhibit their
"commitment" to eradicate terrorism
is a success story of their diplomacy.
ln the wake of 7 /7 Pakistan and UK

]J



crossed swords on the responsibility of
the flow of Pakistani terrorists with the
former accusing that the lax laws in UK
had helped terrorism.

The Terrorist'Mind'

Case studies of well-known ter-
rorists indicate that they are normal but
determined individuals committed to do
a certain job due to various reasons.
Raed Abdul Hamid Misk, a Palestinian
suicide terrorist who triggered a seri-
ous bomb blast on August 19, 2003 was
an ordinary family man. Wafa ldris, the
first Palestinian female suicide bomber
in January 2002 was a 28-year-old Para-
medic. Similarly Dhiren Barot, a Kenyan
Gujarathi Hindu who became a key al-
Qaeda operative in UK after converting
as Abu Musa al-Hindi was a normal
student interested in fashion and mu-
sic in Kingsbury, Middlesex. Why do
they become terrorists? Ismail Abu
Shanab, Hamas leader killed by Israel
on Aug 2"1 ,2003 had said:" Suicide
bombing needs only a moment of cour-
age". According to him it was "cheap
& cost effective". Jessica Stern from
Harvard who interviewed Shanab in
1999 says that suicide bombers are eco-
nomically viable for terrorist
organizations faced with a mighty army
like that of Israel.

UN RoIe in tackling Terrorism

It is not that international
agreements are lacking for tackling
terrorism. There are at least 19 global
conventions or regional treaties against
terrorism. However all these cannot be
implemented unless ratified by member
countries. After the September 11 (2001)

attacks, the Securi$r Council adopted
Resolution No 1368 legitimizing
unilateral military sbikes against another
country on grounds of terrorism.
Resolution No.1373, passed on

September 28, 2001 ordered member
states to take all measures against
international terrorism.

However UN Resolution
No.1373 (2001) also voiced "profound
concern at the multiplication of policies,
legislation and practices increasingly
being adopted by many countries in the
name of the fight against terrorism
which affect negatively the enjoyment
of virtually all human rights - civil, cul-
hrral, economic, political and social". UN
Commission of Human Rights Resolu-
tion 2003,/68 said: "States must ensure
that any measure taken to combat ter-
rorism complies with their obligations
under international law, in particular
human rights, refugee and humanitar-
ian law".

Tenorisrn in India

Pakistan now accepts that it
started using terrorism against India
since the 1980s as a low intensity non-
active warfare by first funding, training
and aiding the Khalistani rebbls. Along
with this it also started doing similar
operations in J&K, which burst into the
open in 1989. The human toll of Pak
sponsored terrorism in J&K has been
devastating. Till Dec 2002 the death toll
was 94,000 with 36,000 in jails, 20,000
widowed and 40,000 orphaned. Prop-
erty damaged till 1998 were Rs.2,000
crores while 2.78 lakh population was
displaced. Government spent 18, 500
crores in relief and rehabilitation. The
expenditure on security forces was
Rs.46,500 crores.

What is the Future?

Can we see a world without
terrorism? The answer is "NO" as his-
tory has amply proved. Could the
authorities put down terrorism by bru-
tal suppression? There are some who

believe that the strong-arm methods
adopted by the Punjab Police in the
1980s were responsible for the end of
terrorism in that State. They also quote
the Israeli experience. A recent book Tfte

Next Attack: The Failure of the War on

Terror and a Strategy t'or Getting it Right
by Daniel Benjamin & Steve Simon is
worth quoting: "We are losing. Four
years and two wars after the attacks of
September 11,2007, America is head-
ing for a repeat of the events of that
day, or perhaps something worse".
Even President Bush made a candid
admission on August 31, 20Ol while ad-
dressing the Republican Convention in
New York that the war on terror
"could not be won." How do we tackle
this?

This writer believes that all na-
tions must accept terrorism as a threat
against mankind in general. One can-
not accept a situation in which terrorism
against an adversary country is toler-
ated by a particular nation. All of us had
felt that the end of the Cold War would
also result in lessening of tensions be-
tween nations and among sub national
groups. This did not happen. New ten-
sions have appeared ind more and
more fringe groups and non-State ac-
tors are resorting to terrorism. The best
way to tackle terrorism is to treat it as

a crime and not as a political problem.
This is because history has amply
proved that terrorism has nothing to
do with oppression. It is only a matter
of perception. The tendency to give a

value iudgment on terrorism on nar-
row ideological, political or national
interests is a dangerous pastime as we
have seen in Afghanistan and for that
matter in Sri Lanka.

MR. V. BALACHANDRAN is Former
Special Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat,
Government of India.

The Volue of Trodilionol Volues
The civilisotion ond culture from which we derive whotever hoppiness we get in life

is one knitted fobric. And whol o sorry stole o knitting is reduced lo, when lhe yorn

thot runs through ond holds oll lhe loops comes out in one of the corners; lo thot
some slole will our civilisotion ond cullure be reduced ond disoppeor if our lroditionol
volues ore discorded by the moss of our people.

t'-'"fr,tH3:,?"f:!:!
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Gandhi, Ifind Swaraj and the City of Madras

R. Srinivasan

Madras was the only city simultaneously having three publishers publishing this important
book. A Tamil version of the book by N. Balaram Iyer was published by Ganesh and Co.

Anticipating the visit of Gandhi to Madras, Ganesh and Co. published 10,000 copies of his life
in Tamil, Telugu and English and distributed copies gratisto the public

Gandhi's Hind Swaraj was
published in 1909. By next year (1910
March), the colonial government seized
the book in Bombay and a copy sent
to the Gujarati interpreter of the Madras
High Court for his opinion. He opined
that the author did not advocate revolt
or the use ofphysical force against the
government. But what he put forward
was passive resistance against the British
government and non-cooperation. "lf
this idea takes hold of the mind of young
inexperienced men, it might lead to
systematic strikes among government
servants of various classes, as well as
public works such as Railways, Post,
Telegraphs etc, Surely a dangerous
thought to the safety of the
government. The sooner it is suppressed
the better". The governments of India,
Bombay, Madras and Bengal banned the
book.

The ban appears to have been
on the Gujarati book. Gandhi brought
out an English version. A one time
student activist, Harisarvottama Rao
persuaded Ganesh and Co. of Madras
to publish the "proscribed" book. This
was done on a treadle press and a
thousand copies printed. The entire
stock was sold out. The government
was never able to trace the printers!

The ban on the book (perhaps
on the Gujarati version) was withdrawn
only on 21st December 1938. But
editions in English continued to be
printed. In 1919, the first Indian edition
with a new foreword by Gandhi and a
note by C. Ra jagopalachari was
published py Ganesh and Co. By 1922,
the next edition omitted both the
foreword and the June 6, 1919 note.
Two Madras publishers, G. A. Natesan
and Tagore and Co. brought out
reprints of the 1919 edition. Madras was
the only city simultaneously having
three publishers publishing this
important book. A Tamil version of the
book by N. Balaram Iyer was published

by Ganesh and Co. Anticipating the visit
of Gandhi to Madras, Ganesh and Co.
published 10,000 copies of his life in
Tamil, Telugu and English and
distributed copies gralfs to the public.

Madras, even earlier, has had a
long association with Gandhi. When G.
Subramania Iyer (the founder of Tlre
Hindu) started a Tamil bi-weekly and
later daily, the Swasdesamitran, he
regularly reported on developments in
the provinces of South Africa and on
the struggle of the Indians for their
legitimate rights. Editorials, digest of
news and letters from South Africa
were regular features. For instance,
between 1892 and 1914, l95letters were
written on South African happenings.
Of these, 117 were written by
fnanasambandhan, a pseduonym of
Vriddhachalam Pillai, a school master,
an enthusiastic participant for the cause
and editor of newspapers. Other Tamils
too took an important part in the
struggle.

Tamil liberal leaders were aware
and supportive of the Herculean task
that Gandhi and his followers were
engaging themselves in. In 1915, in
response to the fulsome felicitations

showered on him and his wife in
Madras, he said in a public meeting:

"If one-tenth of the language
that has been used in this address is
deserved by us, what language do you
propose to use for those who have lost
their lives and therefore finished their
work, on behalf of your suffering
countrymen in South Africa? What
language do you propose to use for
Nagappan, Narayanaswamy, lads of
seventeen or eighteen years, who
braved in simple faith all the trials, all
the sufferings, all the indignities for the
sake of the motherland. What language
do you propose to use With reference
to Valliamma a sweet girl of sixteen
years who was discharged from
Maritzburg prison, skin and bone,
suffering from fever, to which she
succumbed after a month's time? ...

Mention has been made of C.
Rajagopalachari's Note which was never
reprinted later. It is reproduced below
in the belief that readers of Freedom First
will be interested in this historic
document.

DR. R. SRINMSAN is retired professor
of Political Science, and Associate Editor,
Freedom Firct.

Rajaji's Note in the Hind Swaraj, June 6, l9t9 Edition
The doctrine of violence is more widely believed in than is generally realised. The

votaries of violence can be divided into two classes. Some, a small and dwindling class,
believe in it and are prepared to act according to their faith. Others, a very large class
always, and now, after bitter experiences of the failure of constitutional agitation, larger
than ever, believe in violence, but that belief does not lead them to action. lt disables them
from work on any basis other than force. The belief in violence serves to dissuade them
from all other kinds of work or sacrifice. ln both cases, the evil is great.

There can be no reconstruction or hope for this land of ours, unless we eradicate the
worship of force in all its forms, and establish work on a basis other than violence. A
refutation of the doctrine of violence is, in the present situation of the affairs of our
country more necessary than ever.

To this end, nothing better can be conceived than the publication and wide distribution
of Mr. Gandhi's famous book

It was extremely patriotic of Messrs. Ganesh and Company to have readily agreed to
undertake the work when they were approached with the request.

Satyagrah Sabha,
Madras,6-6-1919 C. Rajagopalachar
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Business in Society

Can business be divorced from
society? While this question may be
apparently rather naive, it is a question
that leads to many other questions that
exist in today's society. Can there be a

thriving economy without a thriving
society? Can business succeed in a so-
ciety that fails? I suppose some answers
to this question have led many seg-
ments of industry to review the true
valuation of organisations. Is it just
profitability that establishes the brand
value of organisations?

Business started many cenfuries
before the dawn of history, but busi-
ness, as we knt'rw it, is nerv. New, in
it's broadening scope. New, in it's so-
cial significance. And new, in it's
responsibilities. This shift is taking place
because we are getting to be a more
knowledge-based economy.

Working for Society

For many years, community
deve.lopment goals were just philan-
thropic activities that were seen
separate from business oblectives, not
fundamental to them. Doing well and
doing good were seen as separate pur-
suits. In very recent years there seems
b be a shift in that thinking. There is a

slow (unforttrnately sometimes very
slow) realisation that working for so-
ciety is not just a nice thing to do but
also something one has to do. What I

want to debate he're is how much of
this new approach is sincere, gt'ntrine
and even mature. Or is it fast becom-
ing a fashion statement like many other
business idioms have become?

hnpact on Society

While the interests of sl'rarehold-
ers and actions of managcrs of any
business enterprisc have to bt' gor'-
erncd by the Iaw of cconomics,
retluiring an adetluatc financial retrrrn

Shukla Bose

Good business can sustain an energetic society. Without society, business
cannot exist. As J. Krishnamurthi pointed out: "You are society. Society is you".

on investments made, in reality the
operations of society need to be driven
by a much larger set of oblectives -
Itnpact on Society. Today companies are
graduating from a narrow outlook of
profits, to giving importance to a

broader perspective of creating value
for all stakeholders and that includes
its customers, employees and even
communities in which they operate.
The broad rationale for this new set of
ethics for corporate decision-making
emerges from the fact that a business
enterprise has to provide returns to
society as well. Stakeholders are as
important, if not more important than
the sharehc'rlclers trf the contpany.

Making Profits

With the number of seminars on
Corporate Social Ilesponsibility (CSR)

increasing under the aegis of CII or
FICCI or other slrch business councils,
we get to hear a lot of jargon on the
importance of CSR in companies. But I
am afraid that many such statemc'rrts
are rather meaningless ancl just cos-
mctic. When I rvas the convenor of the
Corporate Citizenship panel irr one CII
chapter, I knorv horv clifficult it was to
get senior manaEers to evL.n atte.nd
regular meetings. In Inrlia most CEOs
and senior managers operate from the
mindset "l know all". Sadly, it rvas those
managers who found it difficult to com-
mit on issue.s and action plans, who
would be the ones spouting, "The very
prlrposc of our txistcnce is to sr'rve
society" and "profit maximisation is rrot
the goa/ of good organisations, it is the
cottsequeilce". It is about timc' that rve
stopped foclling ourselves even for
public display. An organisation's prime
objective is to sustain itself, rvhich is
through profits. r\ loss-makirrg
organisation is of no value to society
at all, rathc'r, a liability. r\nd ye't irr thc
business process of achicr'ing profiiabil-
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ity, the inherent truth is that a robust
community can actually drive profits.
And here is the vital question - is the
community determined only by its
spending power? How can any eco-
nomy and therefore any organisation,
sllrvive in the long term, in an envi-
ronment of severe inequalities? I beheve
that an organisation's responsibility
does not cease with the creation of a

CSR cell within its activities- The spirit
of being responsible to and for society
has to be institutionalised within the
organisation. And the leaders of the
organisation alone can drive this.

Ernployees' Commitment

Parikrma Humanity Founcla-
tion, a not for profit organisation that
I work for, has initiated a program called
"Change Your World in Half a Dav"
rvhich connects with all employt'es of
organisations and appeals to them to
participate in the development of soci-
ety by just giving half a day of their
entire year's salary. This was our lvay
of telling a large cross section of cnr-
ployees or corporates that they have
the power to change the n'orld irrespec-
tive of who they were in tlre
organisation hierarchy. or horv much
they earned. This exercise has given us
the opportunity to really understand the
cultural ethos of some organisations.
We have found that there is a plenty
of long term, involved, selfless CSR ac-
tivity in organisations rvhere the CEO
is genuine about being a part of st'rci-

ety and therefore responsible for it. In
a number of organisations CSR is well
structure'd, planned and e"'en budgeted
for, but it is also seen as just a job and
tl'rerefore bureaucracy creeps in. The
CSI{ individtral then becomes just an ad-
ministrator rather than a passionate
advocate for change.

To be genuinely invo)i ed in the



process of development, an organi-
sation needs to ask itself certain
questions. The answers to these
questions need to be internalised and
filtered down to all levels of employees.
It needs to be led by an inspired CEO
ir hu ihen crcates a te.rm of passionate
young employees who ensure there is

enthusiasm, commitment and
accountability for every job done. The
organisation must never spread itself
thin in trying to help many diverse
activities. They should choose an activity
to support that has synergy with their
business activity, an activity that is
possible for them to maintain with

sustained enthusiasm. And above all,
they should choose an activity that they
really believe would change the world
in the long term. They should follow
this through and not get distracted even
in emergencies that can hit any
company or country.

Here are some questions that organisations need to debate
before they start any social initiative.

Question: Businesses are owned by sharelrclders nnd the role of
indiaiduals in an organisatiotr is to drioe profits t'or them. Why
uaste time trying to do something that is not a part of business
requirement

Response: Here the assumption is that through CSR, cor-
porations simply get to "give away" money, which rightfully
belongs to other people. If instead, CSR is seen as a process
by which the business manages its relationships with a va-
riety of influential stakeholders who can have a real influence
on its license to operate, then the business relevance becomes
immediately apparent. CSR is about building relationships
with customers, about attracting and re'taining talented staff,
about managing risk, and about assuring reputation. Many
forn'ard thinking HR personnel havr' told me that sending
employees to work in a school, in a slum or a village, has
been the best team building exercise that they could think
rrf. Working outside the office' and beyond balance sheets,
can actually build a mature, energetic and balanced
organisation that has direct impact on profits anyway.

The market capitalisation of a company often far
exceeds the property value of the company. For example,
as much as 96Vo of Coca-Cola is made up of "intangibles" a

major part of which rests on the reputation of the company.
No one then would run risks with a company's reputation
when it is so large a part of what the shares represent. And
the reputation of an organisation is built by the quality of
product and service, marketing strategies, leadership pro-
files, ethical standards and the cultural ethos that exists. This
is where participating in the community starts playing such
a vital role. In a recent employee survey, to assess pride in
the workplace, it was found that young job entrants wanted
to work in organisations where there was a lot of commu-
nity activity.

Question:The recent "Most respected companies" sunsey by the
Financial Times /rigfilfght lack Welch of GE and Bill Gates of
Microsoft as the most admired business lenders of recent tinrcs.
Neither has achieaed this status by playing nice. Welch is still
rememltered for the brutal downsizing he led his business through
and for the enaironmental pollution incidents and prosecutions.
Bill Gates has had the highest prot'ile cnses of bullying to get market
dorninattce in recenl times.

Ilesponse: Therc' is no denying the force of this argument.

We do not live in a Disney world where virtue is always
seen to be rewarded. Nevertheless the picfure is not as simple
as the above argument makes out. In the first instance very
few businesses operate in a black or white framework. There
are many aspects in the way Jack Welch restructured GE
which would play to the kind of agenda recognisable to
advocates of social responsibility...in particular that of em-
ployee empowerment. Welch has gone on record as sayinB
that he believes the time has passed when making profits
and paying taxes was all the company had to worry about.
And we all know what the Gates Foundation is doing to
create awareness of AIDS. Companies like BP under the
stewardship of Sir John Browne, and the pharmaceutical ma-

ior Johnson & Johnson have become some of the most
respected companies in the world and survived potenhal crises
precisely becausc' they took a swift and principled approach
rvhen it matterecl most. What needs to be recorded is that
there rvas no attrition of manpower during their period of
crisis because the employees thought their organisations were
doing the honourable thing.

Question: lt is easy for big companies with lots of resources to
talk. Our company is too busy surafuing hard times to think of
CSR. We can't take our eyes ot'f the ball.... we haae to t'ocus on
core business. We can't go spending money on unnecessary frills
when we are layi,tg off people and the morale is rock bottorn.

Response:Managing social r'esponsibility is like any other
aspect of managing your business. If the process of man-
aging social responsibilily leads you to lose focus then the
problem is not that you are doing it at all...it is just that
you are doing it badly. Well managed CSR supports the
business objective of the company, builds relationship with
the key stakeholders whose opinion will be most valuable
when times are hard, and help reduce business costs and
maximise its effectiveness.

Question: It is the responsibility of the politicians and the goo-
entrnent to do this work. lt is not our role to get itroolaed. As
responsible citizens we shall pay taxes and let the goaernment
take care of the lest.

Response:There is logic in this kind of questioning, for af-
ter all, was not the government voted to power to do this
kind of work? And yet the reality is that clearly, in country
after country, the government has shown itself not capable
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of being depended upon. The capitalist governments have
made a few unequally rich and the communist governments
have made everybody poor. Power is slowly shifting from
the hands of faceless politicians to corporations that hold
the purse strings in the economy. It is the global players
that are Bettint more powerful in shifting demands and
mindsets.... the multinational corporations and the non-gov-
ernmental organisations. The institutions that are losing
power and influence are the ones tied to the jurisdiction of
the nation state ,.. the public sector organisations with re-
duced profits and huge manpower as a liability. It is tempting
therefore to look at multinationals that take a lead in solv-
ing global problems where the governments seem incapable
of achieving cooperative solutions. Here the interest and in-
fluence of Unilever in sustainable fisheries comes to mind.
Unfortunately it is also true that many companies actually
spend considerable amounts of money seeking to influence
public policy to serve vested interests.

Question: We haue no time for this. I'ae got to get out and sell
more to make profits.

Response: Frankly I have the least patience for this. Take
the case of the environment: Study after study has shown
that just about any business that you can think of, if it un-

dertakes waste minimisation for the first time, it can shift
|Vo of its overall turnover straight on to it's bottom line.
That is not an insignificant figure. And yet, getting out and
sclling more products somehow remains more attractive tc,

business managers than making more profit through wast-
ing less.

Each and every objection that has been raised is a valid one.
The solutions to these common problems will be
commonsense solutions or they won't be solutions at all. It
is absolutely important to give careful scrutiny to those that
wield most power. But it is also important to recognise CSR
as being an integral part of a business framework, which
enables the common endeavour of wealth creation because
people and e-nvironment matter.

Cood business can sustain an energetic society. Without
spciety business cannot exist. As J. Krishnamurthi pointed
oi.,t, "You are society. Society is you".

MS, SHUKLA BOSE gave up a highly paid Chief Executive
job in the hospitality indusry to work among orphaned and
abandoned children in Bangalore. She is the founder of
Parikrma Humanity Foundation which runs four schools and
offers quality education in the English medium to over 500
child ren.
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The Origins of the Secular State

R. Srinivasan

Was the French decision to separate politics from religion an old outdated
piece of history? Does it have any relevance to a century which has

witnessed a European Union?

reasserted the values of the Enlighten-
ment, Universalism and had numerous
adherents from the colleges, the press
and writers. Naturally it had a strong

Jewish component. Throughout the
troubled decades of the later nineteenth

century, through all the political and

social unsettlements, the two sections

of the community were always in con-

flict and could never come into anY

reconciliation. The Monarchy (which
lasted till 1830), the July Monarchy, the

Second Republic, the Second EmPire
(1852-60), the Liberal Empire 0866-70)
all were witnesses to the conflict be-
tween these two sections; the troubled
decades of the III Republic only saw
these differences developing sharply.

Dreyfus

However, it was the DreYfus
Affair (1894-1906) that was to divide
France violently, cleaving even families.

Captain Dreyfus, a Jew and of the Gen-

eral Staff was arrested on charge of
treason. He was alleged to have parted
with military secrets. A court martial
Ireld in camera sentenced him to the

Devil's Island. Later it was discovered
that the documents were forged, for
the Army Headquarters was intensively
royalist, catholic and anti-semite. Emile
Zola the novelist wrote one of the most
celebrated articles, I'accuse naming those

who had been associated with the
hounding of Dreyfus and addressed it
to the President. Violent newsPaPer
campaigns, street clashes resulted and
all socialists worked in concert for the

Republican cause. After a protracted
judicial battle, Dreyfus was declared

Experiments in controuing the church *,o..,ott"lr,1yr:i,:;*?;:'.T"iil 
t"*'l:in 18ee'

From the time of Louis XIV, in France from the 1850s was an oP- It was this that led to the sepa-

sedulous attempts were made in France posing cluster of attitudes which were ration of the Church and the state' for

to subordinate the Churcl'r. It succeedecl republican arrti-monarchist, pro-minor- the clergy was identified rvith the mon-

forarvhilebutsoonthestatehaclto ity and above all anti-clerical. It archyandtheArmy'In1901'alarvrvas

Exactly a hundred years ago, in
France the home of radical as well as

liberal values, legislation was passed (9'h

December 1905) separating the Church
from the State. This is regarded as a
triumph for Liberalism which in a sense

it is. Both Portugal and Spain followed
suit in 1911 and 1924 respectively and
almost the entire European continent
witnessed secularization of political in-
stitutions and an ending of religior.rs
control over public institutions.

The End of Tyranny

This ended a social and political
tyranny that began in 1523 wherr
protestants were publicly burnt. The
subsequent centuries of cruelty have
been a blot on European society and
history where unmitigated cruelty, and
persecution were visited upon dissent-
ers and the number of victims tortured
and put to the stake ran in hundreds
and in some countries even more.
Worse, these perpetrations, the aufos-

de fe (ritual of public penance of the
condemned) were pubiicly held and a
community inured to suffering watched
these (as if it were a TV show) even as

they were to watch guillotining and
public hangings later. It degraded psy-
chologically and morally whole sections
of the people - in this earlier period, it
was under the appellation of religion,
later in the name of revolution and
public order. Elaborate justifications
were made for these, that they were
against God and His decrees; later that
they were against the principles of the
revolution and for a perpetration of the
aristocratic order.

face the Pope's resistance. With the
French Revolution, Godlessness tri-
umphed and a reign of Reason was
proclaimecl, tearing down a thousand
years of Christianity and its institutions.
This was to be a flash in the pan; the
Revolution gave way to Napoleon who
saw the impossibility of rooting out
Catholicism. He restored it but allowed
it to flourish under the State's supervi-
sion. This he attempted by coming to
an understanding with the Pope in what
is known as the Concordat (1801). Ac-
cording to this, the priests were to be

appointed by the State and they were
dependent upon the subventittn of the
State for their very survival. A perva-
sive attempt at socializing the citizens
in Catholic values and unquestioned
political subordination was systemati-
cally follorved.

However, the ideas of the En-
lightenment had too deeply penetrated
the land and they could not be plucked
out. The restoration of the Monarchy
in France simultaneously witnessed a

shift from the absolutism of Napoleon
but subscribed to the Catholic Church
and its doctrinc-s. France was not de-

clared to be a Catholic State but a

country where the Catholics were in a

majority. Monarchy, Catholicism and a

rejection of the Revolution had many
adherents; the old aristocratic families
and the military strongly supported this
nostalgic mood. This section of the
Frc'nch society rvas to be influential. It
had support from some of the most
creative minds of the country.

The Persistence of Enlightenment ldeas
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rntrocluced in the legislahrre but the final
surrrlcrins bok place in l)ece-mber 1905.
Thc State had nothing to do u'ith the
Church anymore. The appointme'nt of
bishops, the payment of their salaries
were all in the hands of the Church.
Ir1,r f rr,frcrtv ilf the ehrrrcit rv.rs to Lrc

takcn ove.r by a private corporation,
sp-.1r'r.rli1 crr'ated for this purpose. To-
tal liberty of cLlnsci€-ncL'r4'as assrlred to
thc,citizens.

I{orr'cver, there r.r'rs serious
oPl'rosition to the measure. Royalism
and religion were to have still very wise
support; now the argument was for the
need for a strong nation headed by a

mon.rrchy rvhich would restore French

FrcstiBe internationally.

Outside Europe

Both Turkey and lran in the 20'h
centrrry witnessed attempts at secular-
ism. Initially in Turkey, Islam rvas
cleclared to be the religiorl of tl'rc' State
but.-r constitr.rtional amendment in 1928
renroveLl this and by 1939, the State rvas
cleclared to be secular. Religion was
nerrtralisccl in national life, religitttrs in-
stt'.rcbion done .rway rvith in private and
publrc schools.

Similarly in Iran, Reza Shah
deemphasized religion so much so that
dervishes n'cre forbidden to be seen on
the sheets. Veils were orrtlawed in 1935;
religious property was confiscated and
income from them diverted to thc'sup-
port of schools and hospitals.

It should be remembered that
both in Iran and in Turkey, the deci-
sions to secularise rvere arbitrary in
contrast to France where an open dis-
cussion violent disagreements preceded
thr'final decision to separate the Church
and the State. In Turkey as well as in
Iran, the sudden violent decisions were
traumatic and even now, religion has
not be'en wiped out in Turkey; an Is-
lamic political party is a dominant
influence. In lran, the rise of Ayatollah
Khomeini not only reversed the secu-
lar trend but made the State a veritable
tvrannv of religion.

Vlention has been ntadc- as to
horv in 1724, Spain separated the
Church from the State. Immediately a
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nerv secular religion arose in ltaly in
1722 (Fascism) and st-ron spread to
Austria and Germany and later to Spain
itself. A century earlier, the Spanish
painter Goya had in a number of his
paintings prophesied these; his "Saturn
srl'alltlrr'inq his s()11s' is a propht'tic

recapitulation of
the terrible future
happenings.
Kafka the gifted
novelist too rvas
to prophesy the
terrible days that
would engulf Eu-
rope, thanks to
secular political
rcligions.

An un-
foreseen enBine
of tyranny was

rolling over many parts of Europe.
After nearly three centuries, a new
Intluisitiorr forcc'cl peoprle trr confcss
crimes not comnritted, book burning,
incarccration of citizcrrs oncc again
unleashecl a nerv savagery. Politics com-
bined rvith an atheistic secular icleology
saw a nerv barbarisnt spreading over
Europe. Molochs swallowed their chil-
dren and populations were decimated
in new types of totalitarian tyranny. The
vocabulary of politics lvas "enriched"
by nelv phrases - thc' Aryan Race, Po-
groms, Anti-semiticism, The Final
Solution, Gulag, Enemies of the People.
In Europe the lights were put out one
after another, and for decades the con-
tinent was in "darkness at noon".

" ... old, unhappy, far-off things
And battles long ago."

Was the French decision to sepa-
rate politics from religion an old
outdated piece of history? Does it have
any rc'levance to a century which has
witnessed a European Union?

The last decade of the 20th cen-
tury has demonstrated how relevant
the division is for a post-modernist
Etrrope. Le Pen and his National Front,
thc descendants of the Action Francaist'
(which opposed separation in the first
dec;rde of the 20th century) loonrs large
in contemporary French politics. This
school continues to view nostalgically
the glory of monarchial France- and

Freedom First October-December 2005

views cosmopolitanism as a nc'o-racist
movement for, according to it, "anti-
racism itself is a form of racism", which
seeks to snuff out French France for the
supposed blessings of a "cosmopolitan"
new society. Free immigration of the
.\fricans into France antl thc restrlting
three million French unemployed im-
plies threc million immigrants totr
many. Le Pen says that he loves North
Africans "but their place is in the
Maghreb. I am not a racist but a rra-
tionalist. ... For a nation to be
harmonious, it nust have a certain eth-
nic or spiritual homogenity ..." He says
that it is "necessary to resolve for
France's benefit immigration problems
by the peaceful, organised return of im-
migrants".

The National Front has opposed
the building of mosques in France and
seeks the redu'ction of Islamic cultural
centres. Muslim immigrant children
shor.rld not be given the automatic frec
education that is available to French
children. The French Parliament passed
in 1993 strict immigration larvs rvhich
allowed people to be'stopped in ptrb-
lic places and frisked - all on thc Lrasis

of race. Citizenship for those born in
France is no longer automatic and the
hopeful have to apply for it. It should
be recalled that Madam Mitterand
signed a widely circulated petition sup-
porting a proposed ban on French Arab
children in public schools wearing an
Islamic headwear.

DR. R. SRINMSAN is Associate Editor,
Freedom First, and retired professor of
Political Science, Mumbai University.

Bonono Seller or Film Slor?

A roodside bonono seller who shows
exemplory couroge ond grit in wolking
miles every doy to brjy her wores ol the
wholesole rncrket, ond eke oul o living
lo keep her lhree fotherless children fed.
does nol quolify os 'newsworlhy'.
Especiolly when compored 1o, ond
compeiing for medio spoce ond time,
wilh o filmstor who is reporled lo be
getting o divorce. lnsleod ot osking,
'whjch report is sociolly more
importonl?" the medio seems io osk
"Which ilem will sell the poper {or
chonnel) better?"

Sonkunlolo Norosimhon ln her orllcl€
"Oebosemenl ot News" in

Viduro, July-September 2005.



Liberal Budget 2006-07 : Right Choices Tough Decisions

Entitled "Right Choices Tough Decisions", the Liberal Budget 2006-07 was
released on November 18, 2005 at a press conference in Mumbai. A joint effort of
the Indian Liberal Group and the Project for Economic Education, this is the third

such budget in as many years.

The five chapter-40 page
document or LB3, as its
sponsors call it, provides an
assessment of economic
reforms in the last fifteen
years; a retrospect on the
Central Budget 2005-06; the
strategy of LB3; an analysis

of the Central Government's expenditure; and the need for
reforms in Tax Policy and Tax Administration.

Assessment of Economic Reforms

LB3 describe's the outcome of the economic rt'forms so far
as "a mixed bag". While the economy has become "cirought
proofed", the farm sector has been large'ly by-passed leadirrg
to iniquitous growth. This is neither sustainable nor acceptable
in the Indian context. On the other hand, there is the maturing
of the Indian manufacturing sector, reflected in its global
con'rpetitiveness and manufacturing standards.

LB3 draws attention to the exhemely weak position of Cenhal
Government finances and weaker state government finances;
growing regional imbalances - the prosperous South-West
ais a ais the poor North-Central-East, resulting in an adverse
impact on economic growth; the phenomenon of 'lobless-
growth' that is threatening to become a socio-economic
time-bomb.

Among the key areas crying out for reforms are: agricultural
reforms; legal reforms; labour reforms; financial sector
reforms; reforms in key infrastructure areas - power and
transporq ports, airports, water and roads; and fiscal reforms.

LB3 is highly critical of the role played by'Left'parties. It
says: "The greatest danger today is the 'Left'parties strong
resistance to any significant policy reform. It is ironic that
while countries swearing by the con'rmunist ideology have
prospered in recent years by abandoning the basic economic
principles of their ideology, the Indian communist parties
are bent upon stalling the ongoing economic policy reforms
and thereby hampering India's progress towards economic
prosperity." The Liberal document is erlually critical of the
UPA government for caving in to communist blandishments.
"lt is srluarely the UPA government's responsibility to call
the bluff of the Left, and forge ahead relentlessly on the
path of re'forms."

Retrospect of the Central Budget 2005-05

While broadly agreeing with the Government Economic
Survey's diagnosis of the country's economic and fiscal health,
the LB3 document expresses its disappointment rvith the fact
that "neither the Economic Survey's prescriptions, nor the
frecluent declarations by the Prime Minister and his Finance
Minister, are really reflected in the strategic framework of
the Central Budget 2005-06." It expresses concern over the
estimated huge size of the revenue deficit of Rs.95,312 crores
and thc'fact that "out of every Rs.100 of day-to-day spending,
as nruch as Rs.22 comes from borrowings. Surely, this is a

continuation of the deplorable practice over the past many
years of an ineffieient unsustainable management of the
budget."

While welcoming some new initiatives particularly for rural
development in the Union Budget, LB3 observes" What is
missing in the Central Budget is the strategy of
implementation of the many existing and new initiatives.
The conrpulsions of coalition politics is taking its toll on the
pace and quality of economic reforms and distorting the
philosophy and rationale of economic liberalisation"
Summing up the Liberal assessment of the Central Budget
2005-05, the LB3 document says: "The Central Budget 2005-

06 is good in some respects as it converges with economic
perspectives that take forward the process of opening up
the economy, but it is retrograde when it departs from the
path of economic liberalisation. Surely, it has failed in
becoming a 'watershed budget' in the true spirit of the Liberal
Budget."

Central Government Expenditure

LB3 draws pointed attention to some alarming facts about
the expenditure of the Central Covernment:

O The percentage of Revenue Expenditure to Total
Expenditure is at an alarming level and needs to be
curtailed if India's public finances are to be restored to
health.

a The problems with revenue expenditures also manifest
themselves in the burgeoning and debilitating revenue
deficits.

r The major cause of India's fiscal problems is the inability
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to control revenue deficits. These deficits have to be
hammered down to zero.

1 Revenue deficits have been funded for the last couple
of decades by generating surpluses on the capital
:rccoLrnt. Inclia has bccn trorrow'ing ttr pay for the annual
cost of running the government: The "grocery bill" is
b'eing paid for by borrorr'ing cvcr nrore.

The most significant drag on the finances of the
government is interest payments and subsidies.

The current position of public finances has so conshained
central and state government that they are unable to
meet their social obligations. Ideally, the Liberal position
would advocate a reorientation of subsidies from the
undeserving to the deserving.

The two solutions to deal with the problem recommended
by LB3 are: One: an increase in the efficiency of government
expenditures directed towards the social sector so that the
country'gets more bang for its bucks'. And two: there should
be aggressive privatisation so that the revenues so generated
could be deployed for welfare improvemc'nts.

Reforms in Tax Policy and Tax Administration

In the area of tax reforms LB3 has made general and specific
recommendahons. Among the general recommendat'ictns are:

a Tax laws shouid be amended bearing in mind the
convenience of the large number of tax payers (and not
with a view to punish a few defaulters).

o There should stability in tax rates for a period of least
five years. Therefore frequent changes in tax rates
should be avoided

a For purposes of raising tax rcvenues, it is necessary to
widen the tax base rather than increase the tax burden
on existing taxpayers. For this purposes some permanent
statutory provisions should be made whereby small
assessees can be asked to pay a fixed amount of tax in
absolute terms up to a certain level of income with the
assurance that their declaration of income will be accepted
at face value

No retrospective amendment should be made in the tax
laws .All amendments to the tax larvs should be made
prospective

Cenuine reforms in tax administration are paramount
to provide humane, fair, efficient transparent tax
aclministra tion with accountability.

\A'ith the Right to Information Act having become
operative appropriate steps should be taken to see that
the tax administration strictly complies with the
provisions of the Act.

The Focus of Liberol Budgets

The role of lhe lndion Slote which hos
iettisoned Stote Copitolism of lhe communisl
voriety ond embroced Morkel Economics is, on
lhe one hond, 1o creole on enobling environmenl
for growth by unshockling lhe remoining vestiges
of control, eliminoling regulotions thot stifle
development ond do owoy with the ',hspector
roj' , and on lhe other, to build the confidence
of lhe notion in lhe rule of low ond in the legislotive
ond legol systems,

The moin focus of o liberol budget (oport
from defence, low ond otder, ond creoling public
inslitutions ond public works, will be on issues
concerning humon development or humon
copilol formotion - heolth, educotion ond o sociol
sofety net for lhose who ore not copoble of
looking ofter themselves.

We hove kept these in mind when preporing
this Liberol Budgei,

Liberal Budget's Recommended Strategy for Growth

Finally, since Liberal Budgets are not only critiques but also
meant to provide solutions, LB3 provides a seven point
'Strategy for Growth'. These are:

o First: Setting up an 'Economic Reforms Implementation
Authority' (ERIA) for facilitating cohesive, participahive
and speedy implementation of critical economic reforms
in a time bound manner.

Second: Accelerating investments in infrastructure, core
nranufacturing and agriculture sectors.

Third: Widening considerably public-private parbrership
in key sectors through the mechanism of Special Purpose
Vehicles (SPVs)

Fourth: Further rationalisation of the tax structure with
a focussed thrust on a radical reform of indirect taxation.

Fifth: Significant streamlining and simplification of the
tax administration

Sixth: Substantive shift in expenditure management with
a view to freezing the growth of revenue expenditure
and releasing more resources for employment
generating social sector spending; and

Seventh: Aggressive disinvestment and privatization, and
the use of funds so generated for social sector
investments.

a

a

a

o

a

O

o

a
o
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Tightening the State's Stranglehold
- Robbing the Indian Medical Council of its Autonomy

When Government considers it politically expedient, it may direct the Council
to open 10 new colleges in a city without following the prescribed norms.

Are we guiding medical education or allocating petrol pumps?

Medical doctors are an integral part
of our lives. We cannot conceiae of nny sociely
rtf human beings without medical practitioners.
So when they get angry tuith gov)ernment's
ilttempts to conlrol lhe Indian Medical Coutrcil
(the lMQ, then it is time to sit up and take

notice and help lhe IMC relain its independence

tnd lreedom of action.

Dr. Subash M. Athle, M.S. (General

Surgery) of Kolhapur has drawn Freedom
First's atlention to nn edilorial in l&e Journal
of the Indian Medical Association crilicnl
ol the Gouernmenl of India's Irtdian Medical
Council Amendment Bill 2005 tLfiich zuoulLl

ilo much lnrnt to the practice of Metlicine in
India. He wriles: "The editorial stttes hoto the

freedom of the IMC ruill be curtailed hy the

Indian Medical Council Atnendrnent Bill, 2005.

The said Bill was approued by the Cabinet,
and awnits to he tablerl in the Lok Snbfu and
lhe Rajya Sabha.

We publish excerpts frotn this editorial,
euen a casual perusal of which ought lo cause

concern not only to those in the medical
profession but their llalients as uell, perhaps

Dorg so. Editor.

When the British "General
Medical Council" (GMC) withdrew
recognition of Indian Medical degrees,
it became imperative to form the Indian
Medical Council way back in 1930 at a

meeting of provincial representatives
and members of University Medical
Faculties held in July 1930 at Simla. The
proposal to appoint a representative of
the General Medical Council to
supervise medical education in this
country was rejected due to strong
protests from the medical fraternity
because it looked derogatory and
autocratic. The necessity of an Indian
Medical Council was found primarily in
the need for controlling and co-
ordinating medical education in India.
Even at that time an official bill was
circulated by the Government for public

opinion. Indian Medical Association,
after deliberating on the bill, had
expressed its concern about the attempt
to saddle the medical profession with
excessive Government control.

It was expected that when in
1955 the Indian Medical Council Bill was
proposed to replace the old one, it
would be more democratic and an
autonomous cotrncil rvould emL'rge.
Unfortunately, it was also shaped in the
old burear.rcratic style and more
attention was directed torvards
strengthening government control of
the IMC's diverse functions.

The Indian Medical Council
Amendment Bill, 2005, is yet another
and more'preposterous attempt to put
the Council under absolute government
control. It has never been circulated for
public opinion and the professional
organizations have been totally
ignored. One recently read about the
cabinet approval of the bill - awaiting
to be tabled in the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha.

A glance at the proposed
amendments brings one to the
conclusion that all amendments are
aimed at destroying the autonomy of
the Medical Council by the
Governmt-nt. Not a single progressive
step has been proposed in the bill. It
has been repeatedly suggested by the
IMA that there should be only one
schedule of rlualification and there must
not be any discrimination among
members once registered in the Indian
Medical Register. Furthermore, one of
the most pertinent aspects, which
should havc been incorporated, was
making provisions for mandatory
Continuing Medical Eclucation (CME)
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for doctors and re-certification (re-
regishation) based on CME hours. While
both, the Union Health Ministry and the

Indian Medical Association have'
supported this move, its non-inclusion
in the proposed amendment bill makes
one suspicious and confused about the
intentions of the Government.

If we examine the proposed
composition of the Council, it is evident
that if passed, it will be dominated by
government officials. One member from
each State to be nominated by the
Central Government in consultation
with the State Government. One
member from each State or Union
Territory to be elected from the medical
faculty of the universities providing
medical education. We are not sure
whether the opinion of these
universities has been taken, because all
the universities will not be represented,
only one representative will represent
all the universities in the State. To elect
such a person will be a stupendous task
(one representative from each State
Medical Council). Eight members will
be nominated by the Central
Government. The Drector General of
Health Services, Director Ceneral
Armed Forces Medical Services,
Director, All India Institute of Medical
Sciences and President, National Board
of Examination - all government
servants, will be ex-officio members of
the Council. Why has the National
President of the IMA not been included?
When the responsibility of the Indian
Medical Council has been broadened
from regulating medical education in
the country and reciprocating
recognition of medical council of other
countries, to register medical graduates
and take disciplinary action in case of
violation of medical ethics,
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reprL.scntation of private practitioners
in the Council in proportionate manner
is r.'erv important.

In sub-section 2 of section 3 of
rh.J pl r,p()sc!i amendnrelrt ;t strictttre
has been attached that "No person shall
irulcl oiiicr' iu any capacity rr'hether as

the President or the Vice-President for
m()rc than trvo terms". This is nothing
but curt.rilment of individual rights.
Would the Government venhrre making
a similar provision for CMs and the PM?

A section 34 has been proposed
to be added which provides that "on
and from the date of commencement
of the lndian Medical Council (Amend-

rnent) Act, 2005, the' existing Council
shall stand dissolved and all the
members of the Council shall vacate
their office". This is in blatant and total
violation of section 34 of the IMC Act,
1946.

Further, section 3,A provides that
"the Central Governnrent shall appoint
.r Board of Administartion consisting of
n()t more than five members heaclcd
bv a Chief Administrator ..... which
shall exercise the powers and perform
the functions of the Council ....."

ln the year 1930 the Britisl't
Ccneral Medical Council had made a

similar proposal - to appoint an Admi-
nistrator in India - which was strongly
opposed by the medical fraternity and
public and the GMC had to withdraw
their proposal. Why have a faqade of
autonomous, independent body when
the Central Government can appoint
"Administrators" to look after the
tunctions of the Indian Medical Council?

A sub-section has been added in
the sub-section 1 of section 4 whch says
"(1A) lf the authority is unable to conduct
the elections referred to in sub-section
(1), within a period of three months
irom the date of occurrence of the
vacancy ..... the Central Government
shall .... fill the vacancy ....."

That completes the total list. All
the members of the proposed Council
will be either Government employees
or nominated by the Governinent. This
'is a rarest of rare example of an

z6

"lndependent Autonomous Body", the
type of which even dictators will shy
to appoint. In this Council there may
not be a single elected member, because

the "Authority" which is again the
"C()\'ernmclrt" n'ili alrvays feril ttr
complete the election within three
months and tvor-rlcl be pleased to
appoint all the members of the Council.

Section 78 provide's that "if the

Central Government considers it
expedient in the public interest ..... it
may, by order, remove such member
from the Council". The scope and
meaning of "Public lnterest" would be

decided by the Government. Politici-
sation and government control of this
magnihrde is unheard of in a democratic
set-up. This clause totally removes the
nrask of "lndependence" and "Auto-
nomy" of the Indian Medical Council.

Section 304(1) provides that, "ln
the discharge of its functions, the
Council shall be guided by directions,
as rnay be given by thc' Central
Govt'rnment. If the Courrcil has to be

directed by the Centrrl Governmc'nt at
thc cost of doing away with its desired
autonomy, then why have a Council at

all?

Section 33a(1) Provides that,
"Where the Central Government
considers it expedient, it may direct the

Council to make, amend or revoke any
regulation within a specified period".
When Government considers it
politically expedient, it may direct the

Council to open 10 new colleges in a

city without following the prescribed
norms. Are we guiding medical
education or allocating petrol pumps?

Section 33,{(2) provides that, "lf
the Council fails to comply with orders
of the Government, the Central
Government may itself make the regu-
lations or amend or revoke the
regulations made by the Council".
Where is the independence? Where is
the autonomy? Where is the UPA elec-
tion manifesto: "we will not only ensure
independence of the autonomous
institutions/exPert bodies, we will
strengthen their freedom to achieve
their specific purposes and goals"? All
of them stand badly mauled and brutally
outraged.
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The growth in the setting up of
more and more institutions should be

in such a manner that the country does

not earn any negative and preiudicial
perception in the developed economies

seeking a cousisterrt supply oi lr'ell-
qualified medical professionals.

The IMA wants the Bill to be

broad-based and popular in principle,
addressing all the concerned issues. It
should fulfill the genuine obligations of
a democratic government towards the

people and the medical profession.
Tightening government controls, as has

been intended in the proposed bill, is

only a retrograde measure and opposecl

to all progressive ideas. The govern-
ment's failure ttt recognize the opinion
of the Indian Medical Association is a
defiance of the valued opinion of the

experienced members of the medical
profession of the country. The Bill, if
passed in its present form, is likely to
convert the Indian Medical Council into
a demi-government bodY.

Dr. Sanjiv l\{alik
Naliotal Presidenl-Elect, IMtl

Dr. R. D. DubeY
Hon. Editor, llMA

Excerpled fron the edilorial irr !fte Journal
of the Indian Medical Association, Vol.'103,

No.9, Septenfuer 2005.

Gales and Gals

Hurricane Katrina has left a

secondary storm in its wake, that of
gender discrimination. A number of
women in the US called Katrina have felt
constrained to change their names, or
shorten it to 'Kat', so as to disassociate
themselves from the hurricane. This
raises the question as to why hurricanes

are predominantly tagged with women's
names. The standard reply to this - that
these names are alphabetically computer-
selected - begs the question. Computers
make their selection based on the data

banks fed into them by programmers. So

why do programmers - many of whom,
presumably are women - choose to feed
in women's names, in Preference to
men's? OccasionallY, there will be
hurricane called Hugo or Mitch. But, by

and large, gales are named after gals (a
word which itself is a disParaging
shortening of 'girls'). ls there a conscious,
or unconscious, gender bias at work
here?

COURTESY: Jug SaraiYa and the llmes
of lndia, 15th September 2005.



The Corruption We Don't See or Feel

Brig. N. B. Crant

Whenever we talk of corruption, we only envisage big financial deals like
those of Harshad Mehta or Rajan Pillay. However we seldom feel, or even

bother to see the hidden type of corruption which pervades our daily life, and
like hypertension the silent killer, corrodes the very fibre of our moral fabric.

If Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru were
to give his tryst with destiny speech
today, he would have said, "50 years
ago, we made a tryst with dishonesty,
and now the time has come when we
shall redeem that pledge. At the stroke
of the midnight hour, when the world
sleeps, India will wake up to a life of
corruption". What Churchill had said 50
years ago that, "after the British leave,
power rvill go into the hands of rascals,
rogues and scamsters - all men of
straw" has come 10070 correct today.
Why did this happen? It is because, rvith
the flood gates of independence
suddenly opened, without regulating
the moral obligation that flow through
it, our society lost its bearings.

Whenever we talk of corruption,
rve only envisage big financial deals like
those of Harshad Mehta or Rajan Pillay,
the kickbacks involved in the purchase
of Bofors, submarines and helicopters,
and the recent names mentioned in the
stamp and Tehelka scams. All these are
visible, and splashed over the tabloid
papers and electronic media, they stir
up our conscience. However we seldom
feel, or even bother to see the hidden
type of corruption which pervades our
daily life and like hypertension the silent
killer, corrodes the very fibre of our
moral fabric.

Culpable Homicide

Let us illustrate this from some
examples in every day life. One does
not realise that, in most of our towns,
307o of everything we eat and drink,
and 35% of all the drugs we consume,
are either adulterated, spurious or sub-
standard, but we don't see this as
corruption. At our food laboratories

they show you trvo tables, one
displaying the food and drinks rvhich
rve should consume, and the other what
is sold irr thc n'rarket, which bears out
wl'rat has bec'n just stated. In any
Western country, this worrld amount to
culpable homicide not amounting to
murder.

It is rare, if any petty shop-
keeper, or for that matter, a petrol
pump, will give a bill r.rnless trskc'd for.
If one asks for a bill, hc rvill have to
pay more in the rvay of sales tax, and
if he does not ask for one, he pays less.
Little does he realise that, each time he
does not insist on a bill, he is encou-
raging black marketin5;, which today
within the country itstlf, excluding that
stacked in foreign banks abroad, is in
the region of lls.100,000 crores. But then
not asking for a bill is not considered
as abetting corruption, but savirrg of
time.

"For Export Only"

We are the only country in the
world that labels our products as 'for
exports only', thereby implying that, we
produce superior products for the
foreign market, but inferior ones for the
native Indian. However, we do not
consider this as corruption, but treat it
as market strategy. Today, advertise-
ment in any form for liquor is
prohibited, and yet, we see numerous
bill boards advcrtising this in various
devious ways. For example, the inscrip-
tion on the whiskey Royal Challenge
reads "the real club St>da", on Seagram
it is "for your listening pleasure of CDs
and cassettes", and on Haywards, it is,
"Best fans in the world." But then this
is not considcred as corruption, but as

advertisemerrt rcfinements.
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Coming now to Services, as far
as government servants are concernerl,
they all feel that, whenever they carry
trut their normal duty to thc ptrblic,
they are doing them a big obligatitx.
This can be seen in all public utilitv
services, such as installing a new phone,
or giving a new electric connection, or
an NOC for a building, they fcc'l thlt
being bribed to do this is not corruphon,
but compensation for services renclered.
like giving a tip to a rvaiter in a

restaurant.

"Lying at Will"

Another example is that of
keeping a man's word. With us, a man's
word has no meaning, and n'e lic- at
the drop of a hat, which we do not
regard as corruption. It will be recalled
that, some years ago, Mr. Profumo, tlrr'
then British Defence Minister rvho rvas

caught sleeping with a l,ondon proshhrte
Christine Keeler, had to resign, not
because he had an extra marital affair,
so common in western culture, but
because he lied in Parliament. Similarly
Bill Clinton the former US President,
went through an impeachment
procedure, not because he had an affair
with Monica Lewinsky, but he lied to
Congress. In the Western democracies,
lying is considered a more corrupt act
than the crime which it is coverin6l up.
I remember, Mr. Chandrachud, the e'r-

Chief Justice of India, telling me that,
in the 40 years that he was on the;udicial
bench, he was not able to convict a singL'
case for perjury, which is a crime, cven
though every one had lied all the tinrr'

Corruption in India is Different?

A rluestion is often asked, as

Indira Candhi used to put it that, if



rolnrption is a global phenomenon as

such rvhy should we be so much
perttrrbed with it? On the face of it, she
r^'as correct. Take the US as an example,
where corruption is as much, or possibly
even more in quantitive terms than in
I:rrlie, l'trt rvith thrr.e maior cliffcrcnccs.
Firstly, corruption in that country is
.:.rnfin,:cl to the higher r-chc'lons oi
corporate sectors, like GM, Lockheed,
IBM and ENRON, who can afford it,
which rr'e can't.

However there is little
corruption there at the common man's
working level, for buying a cinema
ticket, or for getting a seat in a train,
or frrr getting admission in a school, or
ior buying a gas cylinder, or bribing a

polict'man for overshooting a red light.

Secondly, whereas in the U$ one
pays a bribe for wanting a thing done
which is illegal or unauthorised, ours
is one of the very few countries, where
one has to pay to get any work done,
even ri it is perfectly legal and
author:sed. One cannot cven BCt an
inconre tax refr-rnd rvithout paying speed
nloncy, but then that is not considt'red
J corrupt act.

Lastly, whereas although a high
degree of corruption does exist in a lot
of placcs in the US, US socicty has not
.rcceptcd corruplion as a way of life, as

n'e have done. What is dishrrbing in our

country is not that corruption exists, but
that it has ceased to arouse either
contempt or anger. Over the ages, the
chemistry of our blood has become so

diluted that, it now refuses to boil at
any moral temperature.

What is then the answer? No
amount of legislation n'ill make any
difference, as we have far too many
laws already. If our national standard
of ethics is high, it would be impossible
for corruption to penetrate into our
everyday life. These values can only be

inculcated and nourished in the home
environment of the family, and the
influence of the school teacher and
college professor. It is here where we
have miserably failed. But then, who can

be truste-d with this task in our
educational institutions, which have
reached such a pass that, only three
years ago, one of the oldest and
prestigious universities of the country,
had the distinction, wherein cheating
and lying were not just resorted to by
the students (who now regard this as

their birth right), but it was the privilege
to do so by the teachers, professors,
rcgistrar, the Vicc'Chancellor, the State
Chief Minister, and even the Governor.

Thus, the question to be
answered is, not whether corruption can

be eliminated or even checked, but
whether we are prepared to equate and
take cognisance of small everyday acts

of dishonesty, as we do towards large
financial scams, and nip the former in
the bud in our homes, educational
institutions, and in every other normal
work of life, as that is where the germ
of all corruption is sowed.

Redefining Corruption!

However, let me conclude this
paper on a happy note. Let us for a

moment analyse what exactly is meant
by the term 'corruption'. As per any
good dictionary, it is defined as

'impairment of moral principle or a

deparhrre from what is pure or correct'.
In other words, it implies a deviation
or conflict with the norms, morals and
ethics accepted and prevalent in a

particular society. The question thereforer

is, if certain acts of corruption or
dishonesty are accepted by our society
as something normal, and has now
become second nafure with us, whY are
we all so perturbed about it? The specific
question to be answered is, that as long
as one operates within the society's
norms, no matter how bad they may
be, can he be termed corruPt by the
same society? One may not agree with
the society's sense of values, but then
that is quite a different matter. Under
this definition, the happy tiding is that,
no Indian can be termed corrupt!

BRIG, N. B. GRANT is a retired defence
personnel and a freelance writer.

Shama Futehally

Reader Khairu Mecklai sent us this letter by Shama Futehally which appeared in "When Bombay
Burned", an anthology on reportage and comments of the post Babri Masjid Demolition edited by
Dileep Padgaonker and published by UBS Publishers' Distributors Ltd. The letter first appeared in
The Times of lndia of January 7,1993:

Despairing Moment

"l feel impelled to write this upon reading the beautiful piece by Ms. Naheed Ashraf. She

says: "No lndian Muslim is going to leave his country." To that I would add that living in lndia as

lndians, is the only life we know or understand; for us, living in a fundamentalist lslamic state would be as bad as

living in a fundamentalist Hindu one; and that, as the Babri Masjid was demolished (the most despairing moment
of my life), I knew that no Pakistani, lranian, Turkish or African Muslim could share in my anguish as did lndians of
all communities.

''The first time it struck me I might not be considered "lndian" enough was during the lndo-Pak war, when I

was 13. A schoolmate whose family supported the erstwhile Jan Sangh, told me that lshould go and fight for Paki-

stan He has since gone to live in America like many other ultra-nationalists, but the wound he inflicted still remains
on my psyche. Now, when my eight-year-old son'sobs his heart out every time we lose a match to Pakistan, I can

only pray that neither an lslamic nor a Hindu fanatic will ever tell him that he should feel elation instead."
Shama Futehally, New Delhi
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Visit to India (In 19631

Peter Coleman

How ditl India look to a uisitor some 42 yenrs ngo? What was Intlia like in 1963 n year at'ter the "Bhai Bhai" Cotnntunist
Chinese inuaded Intlia. Ilere ore sonrc inpressiotts inLl (rhserurliotrs bv Mr. Peter Colemnn n distinguished Australian journalisl
aller a aisit to India around OctoberlNouemher L953. The piece-tle-resistance wns his meeting with Rajaji in Chennai then
krrotun as Modras.

I harte in front of me an inailalion card to lhe 727'h Birth Anniaersary Celeberations of Rajaji. Three Congressmen and a DMK
lender comprise the speakers. On the reuerse ol the cartl are t'our tastelully printetl pholos: Rajaji with Gantthiji, Rajaji zuith
Nehru, Rajaii uilh Kamaraj and Rajaji with Karunanidhi! None of them giaing any indication that around the tinre of Peter
Coleman's aisil, Rajnji at 84 zoas lockecl in n serious polilical cont'rontation uith Pandit Nehru to rid India of stalism antl
socialism - both distitrguishing trntlemarks of the Indian Nalional Corrgress. Editor.

Many people come away from
a first visit to India with the strongest
impression of - what? - the stench of
Bombay harbour; the countless people
sleeping in the streets (officially esti-
mated at over 62,000 in Bombay alone,
not to mention another 77,000 who live
in cattle-sheds or under staircases); the
horrible diseases; people's irritating
obsequiousness to the sr,rperiors in thc
hierarchy. I don't think I am particu-
larly callous, but these terrible sights,
smells and the rest did not make nre
want to leave the country in disgust -
as seems to be the reaction of many
foreigners. (Though, no doubt with a

warped sense of values, I can't forgc't
the 5 a.m. ride to Bombay airport in a

taxi smelling of incense - stuck on the
dashboard to get the day off to a sa-
cred start. 

+

In fact the strongest impressions
Indians made on me, despite their
awareness of their colossal problems,
was of their unrestrained pleasure in talk
- whether it be a Harijan room-boy, a

politician, a lawyer, a journalist, a film
man. They are a nation of uninhibited
talkers - free-wheeling, critical, witty,
curious. It may seem a frivolous impres-
sion to bring back from such a troubltd
country, but at least on the inevitable
question of the prospect of Commu-
nism in India, one finds it hard to
imagine such a free and outspoken
people ever putting up with it - trnk'ss
a catastrophe happens first.

Unity in Crisis

But the effect of the Emergencye
runs down to more provincial details.
One can, for example, throw away most
of the old books on India which stress
the impending break-up of India as the
various linguistic and racial States se-
cede from the Union. The Emergency
did it in a few days what all the por-
tentous committees on National
Integration and Emotional Integration
had failed to do; it showed the real unity
of the country. Faced with a common
threat the old separatist slogans of
various regions were- quickly dropped,
secession is now a dead issue, and some
of the latest books already out of date.

This was particularly clear in
Madras, in the south-east of India, which
was my first stop and which has been
the centre of one of the main secession-
ist parties, little known outside India but
notorious inside - the DMK (Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam) which has 25 per
cent of the seats in the State Legisla-
ture and controls Madras city.
According to its propaganda, confirmed
rvith angry passion by a young DMK
politician whom I met in an office deco-
rated rvith paintings of Indian heroes
and Mrs. Annie Besant, the southerners
are a different racc and civilization from
the northerners. "We are Tamil-speak-
ing Dravidians. We were conquered by
northern Hindi-speaking Aryans who
put the Brahmin caste in charge here
as their gauleiters". The' DMK has there-
fore beerr anti-Brahmin, anti-North,

anh-Hindi, and has demanded an inde-
pendent Republic of South India within
the British Commonwealth. (Some of
them are also against religion in gen-
eral and go around smashing Hindu
stafues and organizing non-Hindu secu-
lar marriages, but when I asked about
this the DMK representative said they
now left this largely to one of their
former leaders with r,r'hom they had
split when he, in his 70s and atainst all
their principles, married a lady very very
youn8.

Eccentric as it may seem, it draws
its strength from the emerging lorver
castes and "untouchables" and is largely
financed by the Tamil film industry
(which also puts its heroes and hero-
ines on election platforms). Its leader,
C. N. Annadurai - known as Anna,
which means "Big Brother" - has to be
seen and heard to be believed.

But in the week I arrived in
Madras, the DMK officially abandoned
the secessionist plank in its platform
which it had already suspended for the
duration of the Emergency. The con-
grafulations it received from all over
India are one indication of the sigh of
relief many northerners felt that seces-
sion is no longer an issue.

In future, the DMK will confine
itself to attacking the Brahmins, the
Northerners, and the proposal to make
Hindi a national language. Each week
from now on, one of its leaders will
publicly burn that chapter of the Indian
constitution and then be arrested as a
martyr of the Tamil-speaking lower
castes victimizedby the stooges of the

The reference is to the Enrergcncy cleclaretl follorving Communist China's invasion of
India in Novenrber 1962.
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Aryans from the North. Absurd as this
may srrund, the rage with which one
DMK officer flung on to the table an
official post-card from Delhi written in
Hindi, "when I wrote to them in En-
glish, not Tamil", was a private
rr..circ.rtron of the passion the issue can
arouse. 

*

Raj agopalachari

ln Madras the DMK has, on this
language issue, the unexpected support
t-rf one of the elder statesmen of India
- the last Governor-General and a

former Chief Minister of Madras and
founder of the anti-Congress Swatantra
(Frt'edom) Party - C. Raiagopalachari
("Rajaii" as he is known and even listed
in the phorre book). "Why all this talk
of making Hindi a national language in
the name of unity", he asks, "when its
most obvious effect is to provoke vio-
lent disunity? In any case English is
established on the soil of India, it is an
inte'rnational language, and by having
hto rrfficial languages in Nerv Delhi, each
office will be divided rvith h.r'o linguis-
tic factions".

Norr 8-l - in better hcalth than
10 years ago - he meets visitors in his
Party office after 6 p.m. I rvas taken to
meet him by his friend and biographer,
the Engiish rvriter Monica Felton rvho
has settled in Madras. Witty, far more
mentallv alert than most of his visitors,
boasting of being a man of the nine-
teenth century, still a messianic figure,
hc' is now the most powerful voice for
conservative liberalism in India.

Thriving on controversy,
rvhether joining in Candhi's non-coop-
eration movement before the rvar, or
supporting the British when all Con-
1;ress opposed them, or attacking Nehru
n'hen all Indians seemed to adore him,
he reminded me of a mixture of the late
I)r. D. Mannix and the later Professor
J. Anderson - with the additional ele-
ment of the practical politician. (One of
his books is a translation of Plato's "Trial
of Socrates" into Tamil).

ln an unending stream of artick's
in his weekly, " $utarajya" , he describes
the Indian people as demoralized by
Congress Party corruption, the civil
ser',,ice reduced to spineless flatterers,

30

haditional Indian values undermined by
the State. There is too much emphasis
on quick industrialization ("Occident-
mania leads our dictator and the
fan'ning crowd around him eggs him
on"), too much emphasis on national
unification, too much central planning,
too many controls. He stands for com-
mercial freedom, traditional Indian
values, and is one of the few to sup-
port the right of minorities - whether
Muslims, Christians or castes - to
organise. "Must the Hindus be free to
use their majority strength in India and
call Muslim self-defence communal,
while their own communal activities go
by the grand name of secular democ-
racy? When Communists can walk,
heads erect, to the polling booth in a
democracy, must a Muslim or Catho-
lic or Brahmin or Sikh be prevented
because he believes in his scriptures?"

Some of his critics, having no
answ€.r to his cluestions, mock this old
friend of Candhi's as "too logical" or
as an "ex-patriot" (ex-patriate). But al-
though his Swatantra Party only won
18 out of 494 seats in the last election,
hc'has succecded in emphatically reviv-
ing libcral idcas in Indian politics.

The Castes

I got the Brahmin view from a

professor in Presidency College. "There
is," he said, "persecution of the Brah-
mins now. They are becoming the
Harijans (untouchables) of India. Per-
haps one can understand why, but the
price of it all is declining standards
wherever you look. Take the universi-
ties, for example. It is Government
policy, in the name of justice and etlual-
ity, that a quota of the lower castes
must be admitted to the university. All
right. But the education level of many
of the castes is low and many of them
can barely understand English which is
the medium of instruction.

"Then Government policy goes
further still. A quota of these lower caste
must also'pass' the examinations, what-
ever the marks. For them the 50 per
cent mark, which all Brahmins must get
and which a few of the others will get
anyhow, is reduced to 33 per cent, or
lower. They go out as doctors or engi-
neers when they are not qualified for
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anything. Also by Government policy
a quota of them has to be admitted to
the civil service. So naturally standards
are declining in every possible field. The
worst of them become schoolteachers,
who are shockingly paid in India. Barell'
able to speak English, they teach it to
others who in time come here to sttrdy
in English to get their degrees. Of course
many of them get no jobs at all and are
easy material for Hindu nationalists,
Tamil nationalists or Communists to
work on". 

*

The Plan

I was in Delhi at the time of the
mid-term analysis of the Third Five-
Year Plan (and coincidentally of the
dedication of one of the world's great
dams, the Bhakra, which promises pros-
perity to the Punjab and adjoining
regions). The three plans to date claim
many successes: between l95l and 1961,

national income rvent up 42 per cent,
agricultural production up 41 per cent,
industrial production 94 per cent, there
rvere 4,000 new hospitals built, four
million acres of waste-land reclaimecl
and colonized, ancl so on.

But the Press and public opin-
ion generally is critical of the Plans.
Business attacks the planners' control
of commercial decisions, landowners
attack the upheavals caused by incffcc-
tive land reforms (as once in NSW,
landolvners break up their properties
by "selling" to dummies), and the or-
dinary peasant, whose standard of
living in most parts of India has not risen
since Independence, remains indifferent.

A controversial book has re-
cently appeared - "Blossoms in the
Dust", by Kusum Nair - which attacks
the basic assumptions of the Plans. One
of these is that all peasants (82 per cent
of the population in India's 550,000 vil-
lages) are undergoing the world-rvide
revolution of rising expectations. Show
them, the Plan assumes on a pilot farnr,
how to increase production and how
to make more money, and they will
rush to follow suit. Kusum Nair, who
began touring India for the Goverrrmcnt
but resigned to make an independent
study, visited hundreds of villages and
concluded that the problem with the
peasants is rrol rising expectations, but



no expectations. You can show them
how to increase production, but they
do not want to. You can point to a sick
or hungry family and ask, "But don't
you need more money", and the an-
swer will be, "God-will provide".

There is almost universal criti-
cism now of the Government's
emphasis, particularly during the Sec-
ond Plan, possibly under Peking
influence, on speedy industrialization.
'Ihe ideal that torments Indian planners
is the economic takeoff. It would have
been better, and would still be better,
one hears repeatedly across India, to
concentrate more on increasing the.

production of consumer goods so that
Indians would feel their standards of
living rising and gradually become
more prepared for "basic" productiv-
ity, and less on costly heavy industry
that may not pay off for many years.
If the planners argue that India has no
choice but to strengthen itself industri-
ally as quick as possible in view of
China's shength, the answer is that in
any case India will not be industrially
powerful for some generations yet and
must depend on the West in a crisis. So

why make the people suffer unneces-
sarily in the meantime?

One answer of course is that the
Left-wing of the Congress Government
simply believes in planning - inspired
in many cases by Russia and formerly
by China, and blessed by Mr. Nehru
whose ideas were formed in the 1920s,
and 1930s. 

r

The Muslims

"For the first time in my life", a

Muslim writer told me, "I've been made
to feel a Muslim. This is only in the last
year or so. It's so ridiculous. I'm an
Indian. Hell, who would want to live
in Pakistan? Ask the Kashmiris".

Almost every Hindu - outside
the fanatical sects - tells you at first that
there is no problem. "This is a secular
State, unlike Pakistan. We are all Indi-
ans". But every now and then someone
will refer to fears that Pakistan would
never settle just for Kashmir, even if it
would get it' it wants Delhi. "They re-
member the Moghul conquest and want

to reconquer us". Whether or not you
take that seriously, its being said at all
is alarming. 

*

I asked the Vice-President of
India, Dr. Zakir Hussain, a Muslim and
a distinguished scholar, about it. With-
out conce'ding there was a real problem,
he blamed Pakistan for whatever there
was. "lf the Pakistanis once recognized
and admitted that Muslims are not
persecuted in India, they would lose
their whole raison d'etre. They exist to
protect Muslims - who do not need
protection. So they have to whip up
issues all the time. Radio Pakistan will
not le.ave Indian Muslims alone, and
Pakistan's flirtation with China, when
she is occupying our territory does not
help".

I asked him about the usual
panacea, a confederation of the trvo
countries. "Not in my life time, but
ultimately, yes. We share the same
culture, the same languages, and will
have the same enemies. Time, will heal
the wounds".

As for Kashmir, it is insoluble.
India has invested heavily in Kashmir
and the Muslims on the Indian side are
better off than on the Pakistani side. But
if there were a plebiscite, Muslim re-
vivalists would come down from
Pakistan and offer the choice: "Hindu
gold on the one hand, God and his poor
Prophet on the other". The Kashmiris
would vote for Pakistan, and all Mus-
lims in India would immediately
become suspect; there would be com-
munal riots and mass killings. India will
never run that risk

The Communists

One of the most extraordinary
things in India today is the speed with
which the Communist Party of India has
re-established itself as a pahiotic party.
At the time of the Chinese invasion, the
party seemed in ruins. Its offices were
wrecked, its leaders arrested, its great
Government patron, Krishna Menon,
dismissed from Cabinet. Since then it
has officially adopted a strong pro-So-
viet line, its great pro-Peking leaders
such as A. K. Gopalan, MP, have been

censured by the dominant faction.
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Some of this new respectability
mav be attributed to the influence of
Mr. Nehru. The Communist leader, S.

A. Dange, has been his emissarv to
Moscow, and at the time of his Parlia-
mentary censure motion, Mr. Nehru
greeted the Communist crowd that
demonshated in his support outside his
office. He may be disillusioned with
China but still sees Russia through the
eyes of a7920s and 1930s Left intellec-
tual. More important, Russia by not
supporting China and giving some
small aid to India has improved its
image, and its agents now have new
and subtler opportunities for subver-
sion and for influence on the
Government.

In fact the Communists of India
seem actually to have profited from the
Chinese invasion. 

,

What seems to be happening
now is an increasingly emphatic divi-
sion between liberal pro-Western
Indians and committed pro-Comnrtr-
nists. The Leftists have the advantagc
of fifteen years of Government propa-
ganda in favour of State Socialism and
in defence of Communist goodwill: they
know what they want to do and have
an ideology prepared for them. The
liberals are more confused and are
uncertain how to translate their best
asset - traditional Indian ideals - into
modern progressive language. But
whether or not the common prediction
is true that after Nehru the Congress
Party will split into separate Right and
Left wing parties, it seems clear that
Indians themselves are bound to be-
come more divided - with the lifting
of the fog of fifteen years of "Social-
ism" in a country less planned than
Australia or even America, and of non-
alignment in a dream world without
power politics.

It will sound an absurd thing ttr
say of a country so ancient and civilized
as India, but Indians often seemed in
the past to have lacked a sense of his-
tory and real politics. The Chinese
invasion brought them into reality.

MR. PETER COLEMAN is a well-knorvn
Australian journalist. This article first
appeared in the Australian ioumal, L'te
Rulletin of November 76, 7962.



Self- reliance : the keynote of our independence
Long before we won our

freedom, self-reliance was the
goal ol those ol our people who
could think for themselves and
shed lhe shackles of
dependence: men of loresight
and determination, like Ardeshir
and Piroisha Godrej, who had
confidence in the country's
capabilities and shared the
same ideals with Tilak, Tagore,
Gandhi and Nehru who
practised sell-reliance.

ln Godrej, sell-reliance has
been considered indispensable
to progress, the aim being not
tust self-sulliciency tor the or-

For Godrei it is the essence of independence.
. : r" ::: r:r:.:r..

tronic business systems as well as
soaps, detergents, toiletries,
chemicals, animal leeds, agro-
products and edible oils.

The Godrei industrial garden
township at Vikhroli-Piroishanagar
is an example ol selt-reliance
and progress. For their workers
Godrej have provided-in a unique
environment-many social benetits:
extensive housing, schools and
adull education, recreation, medi-
cal and lamrly-planning benefits...

Self-reliance is both a means
and an end.

ganisation'but lor lhe whole
country. Progress can only be
achieved in a milieu ol
progress.

Eased on our country's
needs, and exploiting the
counlry's own resources, Godrei
have diversilied.

Made to inlernational stan-
dards and backed by continuous
technical innov'alion, lheir products
range from locks and security
equipment, machine tools, lorklift
trucks, architecture and steel
castings to lurniture, typewriters,
retrigeralors, computers and elec-



The Communist Party of China
Eating Human Beings - Literally!

Aspi Mistry

Cannibalism has a long and dishonourable history, humans being eaten as an
act of triumph in war, and in times of famine, such as in the Soviet Union in
the early 1920s. The difference in China in the mid-1960s is that people were
eaten to prove a revolutionary point, with the superior organs - the liver for

instance - being reserved for senior Party officials.

In the last few days we have been witness to a series of
events that have been particularly disturbing, connected with
the issue of Tibet and Human Rights. Today being Human
Rights Day, I think it would be particularly appropriate if
we reflect a little on what has been happening in India and
around the world.*

First we had that juvenile outburst from Ms. Maneka Gandhi
offering her solution to the problem of tiger poaching -
deport all Tibetans as each one of them is a poacher and a

smugglerl

Then a violent attack on a meeting of the India-Tibet
Friendship Society, Mysore Chapter during their first
anniversary celebration on December 4, 2005 at the
Vivekananda Hall, Mysore by a so-called Bhagat Singh
Organisation.

I especially mention these two events as many of us tend
to dismiss them as insignificant and the work of lunatic fringes.
On the contrary, we need to examine whether the lack of a

sense of ouhage, either in the media or in the public at large,
reflects in any way our failure to mould public opinion on
the issue of Tibet.

On the world stage we have two even more significant events
connected with China and Tibet. A high-level United Nations
investigator condemned the "widespread" use of torture in
Chinese law enforcement and said Beiling must overhaul
its criminal laws, grant more power to judges and abolish
labour camps.

Mr. Manfred Nowak said that "obtaining confessions" and
fighting "deviant behavior" continued to be central goals
of China's ciminal justice system. The police and prison guards
are pushed to extract admissions of guilt and are rarely
punished for using electric shock, sleep deprivation and
submersion in water or sewage, among other techniques
the Commission on Human Rights considers torture, to obtain
concessions from them, he said.

While this year's Nobel Peace Prize has gone to a UN agency
and its head, the Nobel for literature has been won by Harold
Pinter. In his acceptance speech he asks, "What has happened

Talk delivered to Tibetans in Mumbai, on the occasion of
'Human Rights' Day, December 10, 2005.

to our moral sensibility? Do they refer to a term very rarely
employed these days - conscience? A conscience, to do not
only with our own acts, but to do with our shared
responsibility in the acts of others? Is all this dead?"

The other incident in Tibet is probably even better known
to you. The "patriotic re-education" in the monasteries of
Tibet and the recent crackdown on the peaceful mass protest
in Drepung Monastery on 25 November 2005 violates Articles
18, 19 and 20 of the United Nation's Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR).

Five monks were arrested during this "patriotic re-education"
session on 23 November 2005 in Drepung Monastery in
Lhasa, Tibet.

Following their expulsion from the monastery the monks
were handed over to the Public Security Bureau (PSB) trf
their native village. The monks stood up against the "work
team" officials who were forcing the monks of the monastery
to sign a document denouncing the Dalai Lama and approving
China's claim over Tibet.

So now that we are in the season of re-education, I propose
that today we spend the next few minutes in a re-education
programme especially aimed at the conscience, as Harold
Pinter would have it, of those still abiding in cuckoo-land.

I would like to read a couple of longish Passages from two
authors, in an attempt to understand from where this practice
of torture comes and how it traces back to that great lineage
holder of the school of murder and torture - the Creat
helmsman - Mao Ze Dong.

The first is an eye-witness account by Jung Chang, author
of "Wild Swans - Three Daughters of China". Please
remember this was in'1966, a mere 39 years ago:

"Mao encouraged the Red Guards to pick on a wider range
of victims in order to increase the terror. Prominent writers,
artists, scholars, and most other top professionals...

"Up till the beginning of the Cultural Revolution torture,
as distinct from torment, had been forbidden. Now Xe (Fuzhi)

the police chief, one of Mao's own liegemen, ordered
policemen "not to be bound by the old rules, no matter if
they had been set by the police authorities or by the state."
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After saying "l'm not in favour of beating people to death,"
he continued: "But if some (Red Guards) hate the class
enemies so much that they want to kill them, you don't have
to force them to stop."

"A wave of beating and torture swept the country, mainly
rilrring house raids. Alnrost invariably, the ianrilies would
be ordered to kneel on the floor and kowtow to the Red
Cuards; they were then be-aten with the brass knuckles of
the Guards' leather belts...

"lt was worst in Peking, where the Cultural Revolution
Authority was on hand to incite the young people. In the
city center some theatres and cinemas were turned into
torture chambers. Victims were dragged in from all over
Peking. Pedestrians avoided the spots because the streets
around echoed with the screams of the victims."

I shall conclude with this passage from Pahick French, author
of "Tibet, Tibet: A Personal History of a Lost Land": But
before that a statutory warning: This extract may contain
passages disturbing to some listeners, especially those with
weak stomachs and hearts. The intention in reading it is not
to shock or revolt. But we need to understand that this is
the environment, 40 years ago, in which the greatest criminal
gang of our times was nurtured. The gang we call The
Communist Party of China.

"Cannibalism has a long and dishonourable l-ristory, humans
being eaten as an act of triumph in war, and in times of
famine, such as in the Soviet Union in the early 1920s. The
iiiffererrce in China in the mid-l960s is that people were eaten

to prove a revolutionary point, with the superior organs -
the liver for instance - being reserved for senior Party officials.

"ln nearby Shanglin county, a gang of Party members armed
with kerosene lamps would go off at night in search of
targets. Finding one, they would hold the victim's arms and
legs tightly, and otre of the men would slit open the stomach
with a five-inch knife. The liver generally popped out with
the aid of 'a little squeeze or kick', and would then be cut
out, leaving the victim to bleed to death. It was boiled,
ceremonially, with garlic and rice wine, before being sliced
up and eaten with chopsticks.

"ln Wuxuan, the commander of the Small Faction, Zhou
Weian, was chopped into pieces, and his widow Wei Shulan,
eight months pregnant, was made to kneel beneath his
suspended head and leg in the heat of the day and denounce
him. Zheng Yi's most gruesome description is of a gang of
old men who liked to feast on that soft, cherished, clever
part of the body - the brain. Each man had a metal pipe
sharpened to a point at one end.

Once the crowd had finished cutting away the victim's flesh,
they would then slowly advance towards the victim (at that
point they had no competitors). After they had pierced the
victim's skull with their steel pipes, they would kneel on
the ground and suck the brain through the pipe, rather
resembling a small group of people in the act of sharing a

iar of yoghurt with straws."

MR. ASPI MISTRY is Honorary Secretary of the ICCF and arr

activist in the Tibetan movement for freedom.
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Madhu Dandavate

He taas a man with whom we as

Liberals haae had disagreement on the road

to dnelopment and the auntry'swell being.

As a Democratic Socialist he belieaed irt a

key role for the State. But his concept of
democratic socialism was something we
could lioe with. lt made t'or a good hDo party
system as between the British Labour Party
anil the ConseruativeParty. But the
commonality of values transcendeil
diflerences arising from economic
engineering. We are one where the liberty
and dignity of the indiaidual, social equity
anil a secular society are concerneil. Aboae
all Madhu Dandazrate was an honest man,
an honest politician anil a ilemocrat to the

core. His passing away is as much a loss
to us as to the socialists. lnileeil his passing
away is yet another ineplaceable loss to the
lndian people. We pay our humble tribute
tohis memory.We are grateful to thelanata
weekly for permission to reproiluce the

following passages from their issues ol
Nouember20 and December 18, 2005.
Editor

"ln the past few years of his life,
Madhu Dandavate became an ardent
advocate of Gandhian thinking," writes

lanata editor Surendra Mohan in an
article entitled 'Guiding Spirit Departs'.
"He missed no opportunity to speak
about him and collected all the material
on Gandhiji he could lay his hands on.
He joined in this with many socialists
like M. L. Dantwala, Rohit Dave, and
,lf course, JP. They all came to realize
in due course, despite their early Marxist
commitment, that for the poor and the
downtrodden, socialism tinged with

Gandhifi's thinking was the panacea and
for a sustainable change in values of
society and to build a just and equal
society, Gandhiii's methods, his
emphasis on ethics in politics and his
identification with the poor and the
deprived could not be bettered".

ln his essay on Liberalism, Minoo
Masani, himself a one-time socialist,
described the Liberalism he believed in
as the Liberalism which is a fusion of
western Liberalism and Gandhi.

Well known journalist S.

Viswam desoibes Madhu Dandavate the
parliamentarian: "Madhu belonged to
that distinguished fraternity of MPs,
now alas shrinking in number, who
came to Parliament well prepared for
battle. I remember an occasion when
called upon to address the House by
the Speaker, Madhu opted to speak
later since he said he was expecting
some information from the Parliament
Library which had yet to reach him and
he preferred to wait so that he could
share it with the members. He was
punctilious about facts...

" ... he believed in doing his
home work. You will not find many
MPs committed to that belief nowadays
... I must say that not many present-
day MPs bother to even read the
agenda papers ... Dandavate was one
of the very few in his own party who
prepared notes for a speech, although
he was never at a loss for words..."

Madhu Dandavate's son Uday in
a memoriam to his father writes: "l
realised that Nana inspired in me the
skill to empathize with other people
especially with those who are less
privileged then I am. I realized that my
mother taught me to stand up for justice
... From Nana I learned the need to
maintain balance; from mother I learned
that while it is natural to be angry, it is
important to be able to direct anger into
positive and constructive channels...
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"I remember many events that
have left an indelible mark in my mind.
I was inspired by the courage they
demonstrated while facing adverse
sifuations. I was very afraid at times,
especially after the murder of the
communist leader, Krishna Desai, when
my father was identified as the next
target. This did not bother him...I was
proud of my mother when she went
around performing her duties as a
Municipal Councillor despite threats by
Shiv Sainiks..."

Madhu Dandavate was indeed
the man that every Indian could be
proud of.

1924-2005

"With hindsight, as I cast a glance
at the evolution of my life from its
formative stages to the Present
turbulent times, I realise that there is

an imperative need to inculcate in our
personal and social life, human values
like freedom, equality, social justice,
religious tolerance, secularism,
environment friendiiness, dignity and
empowerment ofwomen; and above
all a scientific temper for ensuring social

and economic reconstruction. However,

the scientific temper has to be
harnessed not merely for the creamy
layers of society. lt has to be
harmonized with the needs of the poor

and the deprived who dwell in 7,00,000
villages of lndia, many of them living
belorv the poverty line. lf they are made

to suffer in silence for long, that silence
may one day explode with all its fury
and destroy the gains of the
technological revolution sweeping
across our country today. Gandhiji gave

this waming to the nation in his lifetime,

a warning that we can overlook onlY

at our own peril.

Madhu Dandavate
from the Preface to his book

Dialogue with Life

New Delhi,
I Julv 2005
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A Case for Privatisation
Muralidhar Rao

.4 rltlnte in one of tlrc e-1irorr1ts, of zuhich Mr. Muralidhnr Rno a Bnngnlore bttsinessnnn is a member, led him to

srrssesr t/rar Freedom 
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the contents t am sure

Arvind Kejriwal (of Parivartan,
New Delhi), Vandana Shiva (needs no
introduction), are names that command
great respect, and therefore, when they
caution against privatisation of water
supply, it definitely needs to be taken
notc' of.

Now, if I may venture to add -
I don't think they are against
privatisation per se. What they are
against is the present model that has
br'en rvorked out between the Delhi Jal
Board and the World Bank. From what
,)r1!, reAds about it, the model definitely
ilppcars flar.,t'ed.

hr iact, what has been hapPening
rs that the Babus view privatisation as

a great opportunity to make money,
like they view everything else also. And,
this being the very last opportunity,
thev go for the kill. So much so, the
Dabhol deal betr,r'een Enron and the
Maharashtra SEB was so terrible that,
had not Enron collapsed on account of
the otlrer misdeeds of its head hotrchos,

the Dabhol Power Company would
ha','e caused the sell out of not iust the
state of Maharashtra, but the entire
country, because of the guarantees -
counter, sovereign, etc., provided. There
are many such examples, and these are
rvhat have collectively caused the phobia
about privatisation.

At the same time, we are all
witness to the improvements in the
qrralitv of our lives because of the'spate
of 'privatisations' in the recent past,
u'hether it be in telephony, airlines
sr rvices, courier services, banking and
irrsurance, automobiles, etc. While,
arlmittedly, the bigger beneficiaries have

been the upper and middle classes, it
is not as if the benefits have not trickled
cii)wn to the poorer sections of society

:.1 f.;

as well, even if this may have come
about through various spin-offs. There
is however absolutely no gainsaying the

fact that more needs to be done to Pass
on a bigger slice of the cake to them
(lt is not without reason that the BJP's

'lndia Shining' campaign failed
dismally). But, this can come about only
through more and more reforms, which
could include privatisation, essentially
to reap the benefits of the efficiencies
attendant to it.

As for the water problems of
cities like Delhi, the solution possibly
Iies in the offer made by the engineers
and management exPerts drawn from
thc' IIT and IIM respectivelY.

Overall, the arguments listed
against the private sector appear to be:

'1. That they are exploitatiae - This can

be very easily and effectivelY
addressed by amendments to the
Indusrial Relations Act, which, in
its present form, onlY helPs to
perpetuate the vested interests of
the'labour aristocracy'. If amended
allowing for 'hire & fire', direct
employment levels will shoot uP

straightaway, increasing the lower
end wage levels simultaneously. A
few lazy and recalcitrant lot maY
get sacked. But, even theY will be

compensated fairlY. But, the rest
will gain considerablY, along with
the resulting speedY growth in the

economy.

2. That tlrcy are profit-oriented -Profit-
making is no longer a dirtY word;
'profiteering' is. The attswer is
effective comPetition, where
required, monitored through
proper regr.rlation.

3. That industry becomes too pouterful
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and tends to subaert democracY -
Admittedly, this is a serious threat.
I would, like to believe that,
however powerful theY become,
humanity will throw up even more
powerful Arvind Kejriwals and
Vandana Shivas to counter and
contain them. Even in the Mecca
of capitalism, the U$ we are wibress
to the containment of Microsoft,
Enron, and even the industrY
patron-in-chief, George Bush.

Finally, privatisation is certainly
no panacea against all evils. But, as the
late Sri C. Subramaniam once stated, "lt
is a new monstL'r that rve will have to
battle". But, atleast, the battle rvill be a

new one compared to the one we have

been waging unsuccessfully over the
past half a century.

MURALIDHAR RAO can be contacted
on murali772@touchtelindia.net

Ri*rhcurs ni3hl dit4lPeaa fYon
Ca(cuttq bd lod(tfi trn thc odd

onf i" Petli (*Yit'\6 fo ho6orcrud'



"W e Live in Interesting Times"
Ravindra Kunrar

By today's standards - when newspapers brazenly sell
news space and rejoice in the earnings -

Mr. Irani was an anachronism.

"Our boss is a mad man," the
then advertisement manager of T/re
Stntesmarr in Bombay said about C. R.

Irani, as I arrivc'd in his officc orre day
23 ye'ars ago. I rvas then a reporter ftrr
The Slntesmntr at Delhi, and a part of thc
Insight team of investigative' iournalists.
I was in Bombay for a continuing
investigation about corruption in one
of India's largest public sector
corporations. And from his perspective,
my colleague, who had revenue targets
to meet, was right.

The public sector corporation
had blacklisted The Statesman for
advertisements released after the first
of the reports appeared, and this had
already cost the newspaper a crore of
rupees in lost revenue. I told my
colleague to take it up with Mr. Irani if
he had a problem. In despair, he
retorted: "l already have, and do you
want to know what he said when I told
him about the loss of revenue? He said:
'Good, good'."

By today's standards - rr'hL'n
newspapers brazenly scll nu.ws space
and rejoice in the earnings - Mr. Irani
rvas an anachronism. Commercial
interests never could, and neve'r did
influence journalistic decisiorrs in T/ra

Statesman he led. And they will not, in
Tlv Statesmnn he leavcs behind. But cvcn
in an earlier era, when he held positions
of authority in the Inclian nL,wspapcr
irrc'lustry, he u'as an iconoclast.

His spirited opposition to the
Emergency is the stuff of legends, but
what is not so well known is that he
was pr.rssibly the only dissenter wh
sought nothing from Indira Gandhi's
successors, and ensured that this
newspapL'r lvas as critical of their foibles
as it had been of hers.

Over the cluarter of a century
that I worked closely with him, he
remained a man who would not
compromise on his principles, whatever
the cost might have been. It rvas
possibly for this reason that those who
canre into contact \vith him either loved
him, or hated hirn; few could remain
indifferent to him.

Statesman House, Delhi, a

redevelopment project that was aimed
at shoring up the fortunes of this
nervspaper, could have been completed
long before 2001 had Mr. Irani
succumbed to the pressures Rajiv
Gandhi's lieutenants hied to put on him
to soften criticism. The Statesman chose
to take the battle to court, and its
position was vindicated, but at huge
cost. And a building that ought to have
been ready in the mid .1980s was
inaugurated in August 2001.

He had neither time nor patience
for fools and humbugs, and could use
acerbic wit to put them in their place.
At an annual general meeting of the
Indian Newspaper Society some years
ago in Bangalore, the head of a leading
newspaper decided to either propose
or sugBest every candidate for
membership of the executive committee
as some trvo dozen names came up for
rr.-election. After this had happened a

fe.rv times, Mr. Irani sought the chair's
ptrmission to intervene on a point clf
order and said, "lf Mr. ... will tell us rvho
he'does not rvish to propose or second,
rvc may be able to get this over faster".
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To the end, Mr. Irani re'maincd
a liberal, perhaps a classical liberal, and
hoped that his right to dissent rvould
be respected even by those he opposed.
The discovery that this lvas not tme,
and that politicians of the post-
Nehruvian era preferred individuals and
institutions to always take sides,
saddened him, especially in the context
of contemporary Bengal and India.

Mr. Irani was in etlual parts my
mentor and my editor. But as ht'taught
me his values, he also became thc nr.rn
I learnt to admire more than an\,onc
else. As unsparing as he'was of tiiosc
he disapproved, he could bc'generons
to those he loved. A man who hated
smoking, he tried for 25 years to get
me to give up the habit. But a ferv years
ago, he presented me with a silver ST
Dupont lighter, and when I burst out
laughing at his choice of gift, remarkcd
wryly: "l know you won't give up that
obnoxious habit. But at least your heart
is in the right place".

When a few years ago he ttrld
me of his desire that I succeed hinr, I

had reservations and told him about
these quite frankly. Adding managerial
responsibilities to those I had as a senior
journalist on the staff, I said, would keep

me away from the journalism I loved.
He said to me: "I think you will realise
that creating an environment that
allows you to practise the kind of
iournalism you love is just as important,
if not more".

"We live in interesting timc's,"
he would often say. At 4.15 p.m. todav,
the lives of those who knerv him .rnd
those who loved him became, all of a

sudden, less interesting.

MR. RAVINDRA KUIIIAR is the Iditor
of The Stalesman.



Antonysamy. V Of Puliangudi - South India
Some 20 years ago, like other farmers he too

deptnded much on fertilizers and ended up incurring huge
financial losses. The losses incurred forced him to sell part
oi his property also but he remained undeterred.

i Ie resumed farming after a gap of one year. But then
that one-year gap proved crucial! Like any other farmer in
his circumstances he too felt frustrated. But then he felt, "I
tleserte this becnuse I am guilty of poisonitrg the soil by prot'usely
using chemicals." Day in and day out he was seized with the
problem 'uthnt is the remedy and how to t'ind il.' The right answer
occurred to him intuitively. Thenceforward any matter
emanating from a chemical laboratory became taboo on his
farm. He started tapping solar energy that was possible only
by resorting to spacing between plants. The blank space was
dug deep and he planted therein a kind of weed called denge

in Tamil. After a week or so when he pulled up the weeds
tr-rgether with roots, the same was found to carry small bulb
Iikt'strr"rctures. The whole thing he dumped over the sugar-
cane plants. According to Agricultural Professors visihng the
farm these bulb-like structures happen to be naturally
evolved nitrates - good for plants. He devised his own
mcthtrcl of drip-irrigation tl"rat is working successfully to this

day. He employed students as part-time workers to collect
leaves required for compost he started producing on the
farm. And the results ra'ere fantastic!

Tapping solar energy to improve farm output by
resorting to spacing between plants, drip-irrigation,
rejuvenating soil through natural means like earthworm/
micro organism etc., were unheard of in his area 20 years
ago. And so he gets full credit for his pioneering efforts in
this regard.

Israel is known to have the right technique for growing
sugar cane with productivity as high as 78 MT per acre' What
is most surprising is this maverick farmer with little or no
education at all has surpassed this level having reached 80

MT./acre already and is confident of touching 90 MT next
year.

Recipient oi a Merit Certificate from the President
of India this year for his outstanding contribution in
agriculture, Antonysamy.V of Puliangudi is certain to be
looked upon as a role model by millions of farmers not only
in India but also elsewhere. His nomination may therefore
be considered under the category "no boundaries."

Shri Bankeshwar's style of writing is simple con"'incing

and limpid, full of humour and satcasm. All his articles are

based on facts, backed by sound reasoning and logic. Even
if you don't agree with him, he forces you to unlearn, learn
and re-learn. His articles go straight to your heart, if not
your head.

According to Shri Bankeshwar, BRIBE now is a passi.

It has graduated itself to 'service charge', 'speed money' and
'kickbacks'!

Whither India? In Search of New Postulafes by S. S. Bankeshwar.
Price Rs.250. (Phone 022 56981965)

Eknaath Nagarkar

S. S. Bankeshwar's Search for New Postulates
'this book is brought out on the occasic'rn of the Golden

Jubilee of Shri Bankeshwar's freelance journalism. It consists
of l'ris leading selected articles published in our national dailies
and periodicals on varied topics like domestic and foreign
policies, Kashmir problem, public, civic and consumer issues,

interviews rvith VIPs and astrological predictions.

Shri Bankeshwar has lambasted, lampooned and
pilloried professional politicians of all hues who live off politics
and if not in it are incapable of earning an honest rupee.

One can't fail to agree with Miss Usha Mehta, a great
Candhian and fre'edom fighter of 1942 fame who said " Shri
Bankeshrvar's article'Corruption Syndrome' is outstanding
and a masterpiece."

Eknaath Nagarkar is a freelance wriler.

Rajaji on Political Language

Addressing a meeting of the Students' Union of the Government Law College in Bangalore, in the early 1950s, Rajaji said:

"When a minister says that the matter is under consideration, it means that the file concerned is somewhere in the ministry.

When he says that the matter is under serious consideration, he means that nobody knows where the file is. When he says

that a decision would be taken immediately, he means that the file is lost forever! lf the files are placed one above the other,

the files will reach the sky. lf all the files are destroyed in an accident, nobody will feel their absence"

When a student asked whether he was himself not a politician, Rajaji replied: "Yes, but not a professional politician who lives

off politics, who is incapable of earning Rs.1OO^ per month if he quits politics, and who is incapable of getting 35% marks if
he appears for a written test for a clerical post!"

(Contributed by S. S. Bankeshwar)
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The day after the second series
of bomb blasts in London on July 21st

General Musharraf, in a televised ad-
dress to his captive nation said, in the
part directly addrq;sed to Mr.Tony Blair
that, while he unecluivocally con-
clemned "terrorism" in all its forms,
Britain should look after its own home
grown terrorists and not point fingers
rt Pakistan. This sort of mealy-nrouthed
"clefence" has had a patent applied for
by Musharraf. But he added something
that I wholeheartedly agree with. The
word " IIm" (meaning knowledge) is the
second most frequently found word in
the Quran after "Allah". If Islam is to
become a religious force in this mod-
ern world it should concenhate on" llm"
and modernise itself to meet the de-
mands of today's world. This is
precisely the point that is also made by
Mr. Akbar S. Ahmed in his extremely
readable book, Islam Under Siege.

First some facts: Mr. Ahmed is
a former High Commissioner of Paki-
stan in London and currently holds the
Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies at
the American University, Washington
DC. Ibn Khaldun was one of the gre'at-

est liberals in the history of Islam, which
speaks a lot for Mr. Ahmed himself. He
is a former Pakistan Superior Civil Ser-
vice Officer who won his sprrrs in an

open competitive examination - the
Pakistani equivalent of the India For-
eign Service and a former lqbal Fellow
at Cambridge. These, I think, are quali-
fications formidable enough not to be

easily challenged as far as the book is
concerned, to establish his credentials

Mr. Ahmed assumes that Islam
is a re.ligion that preaches "peace and

goodwill towards all men". It is here
that I have a bone to pick with him. But
first a small aside: Mr. Ahmed approv-
ingly cluotes the speech in favour of a

secular Pakistan made by Mr. Jinnah in
the Constittrent Assembly, latterly made
controversial by a refercnce to it by Mr.
Advani during his recent visit to Paki-
stan. Thc BJP's theatrics \\tere
unnL-cessary because all Mr. Advani r.r'as

telling the Pakistanis was that the
founder of their nation was secular and
so sl-rould they be. They of course po-
litely ignored him, at least publicly.

The fact however was, like Mr.
Advani, Mr. Jinnah was a political op-
portunist with an eye on the main
chance. He found it when some under-
graduate at an English university coined
the term "Pakistan", and decided that
he r,vould go for a separate homeland
for the Muslims of India, more to per-
petr-rate his own greatness than, in fact,
to do anything for Islam. The Muslims
of Pakistan realise this, though openly
stating it would be considered "blasphe-
mous", much as criticism of Mahatma
Gandhi is today in India. (We on the
subcontinent love our idols, the Paki-
stanis just as much as us; hence the

Quaid's likeness on every Pakistani
currency note which goes against Is-
lamic injunctions). Luckily for him, like
Gandhi, he died early enough for his
greatness to be safely mummified for
perpetual veneration. Advani, likewise
found his main chance in Ayodhya. He
is rrow looking for chances to perpetu-
ate his or+'n greatness. Whether it will
do thc Hindus any good here or here-
after is a matter of doubt. Whether it
will afforc-l the same Breatness for Mr.
Advani is a matter of much greater
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doubt because of the secular traditions
of the society he lives in.

It is much better to quote Mr.
Ahmed quoting the Quran to make
something out of what that says. The
reason for tl-ris is that for cverv amc-
nable platitude that the Quran decrees,

it almost always also decrees diamr:iri-
cally opposite injunctions to its
followers. Mr. Ahnred himself strc!st'1.

this at the beginning of the borrk:

"The ansrver is that both Mus-
lims and non-Muslims use the Quran
selectively. The Quranic verses revealed
earlier for example, Surah 2: Verses '190-

4 emphasise peace and reconciliation in
comparison to the latter ones like Surah
9: Verse 5. Some activists have arguecl

that this means an abrogation of the

earlier verses and therefore advocatt-
aggressive militancy. In fact the verses
have to be understood in the social and
political context in which they 'r'ere
formed. They must be read both fttr
the particular situation in which they
were revealed and the general principlt'
which they embody." He goes on tcr

add, "What is important for Muslims
is to stand up for their rights whoever
the aggressor: "Fight against those who
fight against you, but begin not htrs-
tilities", the Quran tells Muslims (Surah

2: Verse 190)."

What does an impartial readcr
make of this when Mr. Ahmed also savs

the following: "The first warrior ttr
make a name for and in South Asian
Islam was the young commandt'i
Mohammad bin Qasim. He landed on

the coast of what is now Karachi ancl

conquered what is now the Paklstitr

JI



Fr()\'incc of Sind for Islam in the early
ye.-rrs of the 8'h century. He was defamed
by his enemies and without a proper
trial ht' was sent back to Baghdad, the
se'at ,rf the Islamic kingdom. He suffo-
"rt,.,J fo death... It q'as not the
acc-Llsation of sexual harassment by the
Irr,lirn princesses, n'hich thev later re-
canted, but the arbitrary manner of the
punishment."

Mentioning Mahmud of Ghazni
on paBe 147 he says this: "For most
Mr-rslims he is one of the greatest he-
r,res of Islam, bringing their faith to the
region and carrying it with the power
of the sword....Smashing idols is thus
.r p()rvcrflrl symbol of faith for those
rr,ho bt:lieve their monotheistic God is

leal()us of any images that distract from
IIis rvorslrip. Eoen today Muslims thor-
ough orrt South Asia - not only in
.Afghanistan - quote lqbal's popular uerse,

lrr.u,lly dcclaring that a tnre Muslim is ntt

rdL'l l,rcnktr ttot an idol .scl/er." (empha-
sis mine).

The Quran contains fairly Iiberal
anr'l conciliatory statements made dur-
: rrg the I)ropl'ret's early years dtrring
r.'hich he received revelations in Mecca.
After his flight to Medina the revela-
tions gradually started to become less
tol.-.rant as I tprote bclow from Akbar
.\hmetl's book and from othe.r sources:

l. Ile'cite O Unbelievcrs, I worship not
u'hat yr'ru worship and you clo not
rvorship rvhat I rvorship. I shall
ne'r'er u'orship what you worship.
Neithr'r n'ill ytru worship rvhat I
rr'orship. To you your religion, to
n1e my religion. Surah 109).

2. There is no ct'rmpulsion in religion.
(Strrah 2.256)

l. lVe rvell know what the infidels say:
but you arL. not to compel them
(Strrah 50.45)

l. Killing a single innocent person is
likc killirrg all of hunranitv, warlrs
the Quran (Srrrah 5: Verse 32)
(,,\hnrecl)

5. Forgivc and be inclulgent (to the'

pt'ople of the book, Jews and Chris-
tians (Surahs 2 and 109) (Ahmc'd).
r',prart'ntly this dot's not irpply ttr

that third of humanity that does ttot

1o

subscribe to these three religions.

Against this:

6. Slay the idolators wherever you
find them. (Surah 9.5).

7. Kill those who join other gods with
Gocl rvherever you may find them.
(Surah 9.5-6)

8. I will instil terror into the hearts of
the Infidels,shike of their heads then,
and strike off from them every fin-
gertip. (Surah 8.12).

9. Say to the Infidels: If they desist
from their unbelief, what is now past
shall be forgiven them; but if they
return to it, they have already be-
fore them the doom of the ancients!
Fight then against them till strife be
at an end, and the religion be all of
it God's. (Surah 8.39-42).

Akbar Ahnred athibutes the feel-
ing of "lslam under siege"to "hyper-
assabiya" which he defines as exagger-
ated tribal and religious loyalties and
to the impression gathered by the Is-
lamic rvorld that it has entere'd a

"post-honour" rvorlcl - a situation that
must be set riBht. This clearly applies
as much to other rvhite and non-white
populations irrespective of their differ-
ent religious convictions, but they do
not feel that they are under siege. That
a "siege mentality" exists, is felt most
keenly by orthodox Muslims, that it is

being encouraged and attempts are
made to persuade/force the non-Mus-
lim world to "lift the siege", there is no
doubt. But a careful analysis shows that
it has nothing to do with post-houour
or hyper-assabiya.

The fact is that the communica-
tions revolution has become the
greatest and most insidious enemy of
all forms of absolutist thought. It was
primarily responsible for the destruc-
tion and fall of communism all over the
rvorl.l. This revolution is seen in Mus-
lim countries and by lslamic authority
in general as having originated in the
degradecl (reaci post-honour) Wt'st. The
communications revolution is quint-
esscntially anti-lslamic because it
encoLrrages frec' thought and critical
entluiry by the mere fact of c-ncourag-
ing ctrriosity. It thereby "attacks" the
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very essence at the core of Islam - that
it is the last and final word of God.

But the feeling of siege cannot
be attributed to the communications
revolution ptrblicly, since that rvoulC
amount to acknowledging the illiber-
ality of orthodox Islam. A roundabout
way has to be found to explain the siege
mentality. Hence hyper-assabiya and
the'post-honour world. (Tell me, how
does it concern orthodox Muslims in
say, Saudi Arabia, what Bill Clinton
does with Monica Lewinsky in the pri-
vacy of a room in Washington -
something about which Akbar Ahmed
exprcsses unctuous outrage?).

Throughout his book Mr.
Ahmed's humanism shines right
through. He comes across as a broad
minded, liberal author who has under-
stood and empathises with the problem
of Islam faced the rvorld over. The task
of showing how Islam is under siege
therefore is not easy. But he does make
a valiant attenlpt. Unfortunately for
him, the morc huntane, modcratc,
moderrr, brtrad-minclcd and
"inclusivist" (his orvn rvord) Mr. Al-rnrt'd

sounds, the less Islamic he sounds. It
is a warning to signs of liberalism within
Islam. As a result, condemning the fate
of liberal authors, Mr. Ahmed writes
from the safe confines of Washington.

The Reol Threot

Perhops the greolest threot to
free irode during the long wor,
howevet is not from the lerrorists or
our (US) incopocity to ossist the
deve-loping world bui from our
obility to hurt ourselves.Adopting
onti-tree trode meosures in the quest
for greoter securily is little more thon
decloring viclory for the tenorists. ln
porticulor we must be wory ol
protectionisl boniers ond othel non-
toriff reslrictions thrown up in the
nome of security thot do little to
enhonce sofety but could do much
lo threoten the globol economy.

trom Jomes Joy Corofono's essoy on
'Globol ferrorism ond lhe Globof
Economy:Unpeocetul Coexislence',
Chopler 2 ot ihe '2005 lndex of Economic
Freedom' published by the Heriloge
foundolion ond lhe Woll Sheel Journol
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"l bear rvitrress to nine'
rc'markable decades: nine decades fr,rll

of change and movement ... " writes
Ashoka Gupta in the Prologue to her
Memoir - "In the Path of Service :

Memories of A Changing Centr,rry". The
movement and change that Ashoka
rr'itnessed included some of the
momentous events in history: the
tunrultous freedom movement, thc.
ertphoric independence arrd the
agonising partition.

Th" third child of the
distinguished writer Jyotiromoy Devi
and Keshav Chander Sen, a lawyer,
Ashoka was born in 1912 at Bankipur.
The unexpected death of her father
when she was only six forced the family
to shift to Jaipur where her maternal
grandfather Avinash Chandra Sen was
a cabinet minister and possessed huge
,lngir.s.

From then onwards, there was
continuous shifting - first to Delhi and
then to Calcutta where she finished
Fligh School and rvas enrolled in
Bethune College. In Jaipur she was
exposed to the protected Haveli life. In
[)elhi and Calcutta to politics which was
an integral part of life in the 'twenties
and 'thirties. This expose and her
upbringing in a socially consciotrs and
enlightened family sensitised Ashoka to
the political, social and economic
problems of the country. Intelligent,
studious, keen witted and independe'nt
rninded, Ashoka was particularly
concerned about the social corrdition of
\\romen and agitated bv the loss of
frbedom experienced by marriecl
\,vomen. She considerecl it a paraclox of

a rvoman's life that marriage and
motherhood imprisoned her and she
had no life of her own. She dreaded
such a life - a life without freedom,
without a separate identity.

But Ashoka did not have to
chafe under the constraints of
domesticity and motherhood. She rvas
fortunate. in getting married to a man
as remarkable as Saibal Kumar Gupta,
an ICS officer, a scholar and a staunch
Gandhian - who appreciated her ability
b think independently and express her
views articulately and not say things to
please others. Their first meeting is
described in Chapter VII titled New
Beginnings and the subsequent
Chapters delienate their married life
rvhich commenced in picturesque East
Bengal, to which her husband's family
belonged, the birth of their children,
interspersed with the political events of
the time, such as the traumatic partition
and the Naokhali riots. At Gandhiii's
behest, she lived and worked among
the stricken villagers and during the
Bengal famine, she helped co-ordinate
relief arrangements. Her account of the
grief and trauma of partition, the
humiliation and torture of women and
the misery of the refugees from East
Bengal merged with her own anguish
in being exiled from that land of beauty
and bounty, is eloquent and elegiac.

The memoir, which is dedicated
to the memory of her husband who had
hc'lped her to find the path of service
ancl sharcd the journey with her, is also
a saga of "the great movement of
\^r'omen who worked to liberate
themselves". Asoka's life and work
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therefore embodies the spirit of those
early pioneering women rvho took tcr

education and service to the nation. She

writes, "the counhy needed our scrvicL'
and we gave ourselves unstintingly".

Translated from the Bengali by
Sipra Bhattacharya and Raniana Das

Gupta, the book is written in simple btrt
engaging, anecdotal style lacecl s'itir
humour, with minute details re'crcatirrq

events and personalities - personal an.l
public in the writer's life. But the real
impact of the book is the personality
and the mindset of the writer as it
emerges: idealistic, resolute, committed,
charming, and caring, who believed in
the motto: "you cannot have fulfillment
rvithout sacrifice". She was able to find
fulfillment both in her personal and
public life and when at the end of the
book she exclaims: "What a uniqr-re life
I have led!", one cannot but agrce.

w
Some good news. Bush told Or. Singh that he
was pleased with lhe stale of our economy

Courlesy: R. K. Laxman and The Times ol
tndia. July 23,2005.
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When given an opportunity,
women have not been left behind men
in putting their views in writing - and
this has been in all climates and
continents.

One of the earliest of women's
writing has been the seventy-odd verses
or psalms to be found in the fifth riknya
of the Sutla Nipata, and seventy one
different authors from varying social
shata wrote these. Since then in differe'nt
parts of our country women spread
over a wide social strata have authored
pieces which have found a place in the
"great tradition"; folk literature has
even a larger corpus of these.

It is good to remember that the
earliest novel was written by a Japa-
rrese court lady in the 10'h centrrry
(before the time of Ramanujacharya)
which in translation was to astound the
western world in the 1930s. However,
men have condescended at these writ-
ings. When an astonished group of
highly educated Americans in the 18'h

century certified to the authenticity of
the poems written by a negro female
slave, Phillis Wheatley 0753-\784), Po-
ems on Various Subjects, 1773,
philosophers as reasonable as David
Hume and Kant questioned the capa-
bilities of negroes ever being able to
write all. In fact Hume called it as be-
ing likely the mechanical parroting of
works written by someone else.

From the middle of the nine-
teenth century, women in India have
been writing extensively in the differ-
ent languages. The book under review
is a valuable collection of rvritings from
nineteenth century Bengal.

Though almost all of them re-

flect upon the contemporary status of
women, yet they are not uncritical to
conclude naively that education would
atrtomatically elevate women.
Krishnabhabhini Das who spent four-
teen years in England and was to be
struck by the progress made by west-
ern women, yet reminded that the older
generation of women in India who had
no education still had a sense of inde-
pendence that the educated generation
did not seem to have. The modern
woman may be educated and yet be
subjected in the family. In contrast to
the Bengali women, her Parsi sister
enjoys rights and has an honoured
place at home, and is respected by
men. She also reminds that women
from Kashmir, Bhutan and Sikkim with
not an iota of education lead not only
dignified lives but also one that is cou-
rageous, lively and active. Practical
knowledge and social experience be-
sides literacy make for a life that would
be cultivated, bold and brave. She re-
minds that the Brahmo families offer
the best opportunities for a similar
development. And the book itself illus-
trates this, for several of the writers
came from a Brahmo background. The
earliest of the extracts by Bama Sundari
Devi sees in Brahmoism a way of el-
evating the status of women. Unlike
Bengal where Brahmo families encour-
aged their women to venture into
publishing there is no parallel either in
Madras or Bombay. Here the women
in Brahmo families seem to have been
as cloistered as their Hindu sisters or
at best adjuncts to their active male
relatives.

The extract from Kailashbasini
Devi on the degraded state of the Hindu
rvoman (1863) was a beacon lighting up
the awakening of feminine conscious-
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ness and its comments and analysis
along with the brief letter to the edi-
tor of the Somprakash (1872) are still
searing, when read after more than a

century. That there should be no dis-
tinction between the type of education
given to the sexes is the theme of the
extract from Girindramohini Devi; the
male dominated world would like to
keep women cocooned and pampered.

"lf men need freedom and self-
reliance ... to enter a profession and a

trade for security of life why do womcn
not need the same? Are they not crea-
tures of the world? Have women been

created only to suckle a child and to be

a slave to men?" Written in 1894, she
flouts the familiar argument that
women should study "belles letters,
music and painting because that is ap-
propriate for them. There is fear that
the soft core of their hearts may get dry
and hard through analysis of hard phi-
losophy and science." Yet when the
great experiment in women's education
at Higne was started by Maharishi
Karve, this attitude prevailed and made
V. S. Srinivasa Sastri to decline the of-
fer of a Vice Chancellorship of a

discriminating University, testifying to
the persistence of condescensation r.r.ith

regard to women's education and in
considering them not quite the equals
of men.

Besides immediate problems on
the status of their sex, women writers
were also concerned about larger issues
taking their own stand on the partition
of Bengal and questioning the boycott
of foreign goods (Kumudini Mehta). In
an interesting piece, Rokeya Hossain
critically scrutinizes the "laudable"' tra-
dition of honouring women among thc

Hindus, for they are worshipped n.5



revered deitir.s. They report on asso-
ciations promoted to further womens,
crafts to enable them to raise funds for
supplementing their familiy's income
(Hiranmoyee Devi). Swarnakumari
Devi, elder sister of Rabindranath
I.igt,re, irerself a novelist of stature has
a fascinating account of life as it rvas
i\)r' r\ onlen in an enlightened aristocratic

family in days gone'by. This is one of
the three or four selections from the
women members of the Tagore fam-
ily.

Otrr understanding of our im,
n'rediate past has been broadened and
deepened by the rccordr'c-l narrative-s
and experiences of both the dalits and

women. The older complacent, partial
view of Indian social strucdture, has
been buried for good, thanks to the
rediscovery of these nearly submerl;ed
accounts. Similar editorial ventures cry
for t.lthcr rcgions. Surely Maharashtra
tvomens'rvritings need a similar treat-
ment ancl a transl;rtion?
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By
P. M. Kamath

Publishers
Shipra Publications, Delhi.

Year of Publication: 2004. No. of Pages: 222. price: Rs.550

Reviewcd by
Mr. M. V. Kamath, well-known journalist and author.

Who makes foreign policy in the
Unitt'd States? The President on his
(r!vn? The President in consultation
r,vith his cabinet? The President in con-
sr-rltation with his Secretary of State?
l'hc U.S. State Department is equivalent
t(), say, the Ministry of Exterral Affairs
in Inciia. In india foreign policy would
be nrade by the Prime Minister presum-
ably in consultation with the External
.Aff.rirs Minister or vice versa. The situ-
ation in the United States is wholly
ciiffcrtnt. Yes, the President has his
Cabinet. Yes, there is the State Depart-
nreut. But tl'rere is also what is known
as the National Security Council (NSC),
n'hich is the deliberate creation of Con-
gress. Horv did the NSC function? And
in rvhat rvay was it different from the
cabinet?

President John F. Kennedy sel-
dc'nr used his cabinet as a cclllective
advisory body on foreign policy on the
theorv "that the Post Master General
or the Secretary of Interior have noth-
ins tu contribute to foreign Pttlicy
ciecisirrrrs" and can use their time "more
proiitably in improving mail services or
hLrautifying national parks". That may
be ;r somewhat pompous way of look-
ing at things but Kennedy had his orvn
ttar! ,,f doine things. For that matte'r
sl i-Lad I'ris successor Lyndon Johnson.
B,-rt once Ilichard Nixon became Presi-
.1.,'nt:tructural changes came ttr tre
rrrtr()Liuced in the formulation of foreign
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policy. Into prominence came the Na-
tional Security Advisor (NSA). That,
inevitably, was to lead to conflict be-
tween him and the Secretary of State.

What Prof. Kamath has done in
this perceptive work is to gt-r inttr
greater detaiI over horv the forntula-
tion of foreign policy underwent
remarkable changes from the time of
Harry Truman and Eisenhower to the
present times. Primarily, attention is
focused on the Conflicting relations
between the Secretaries of State and
National Secr.rrity advisers under Nixon,
Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan.

Those not familiar r.r'ith foreign
policy making in the United States
would probably be intrigued to know
that during these three adminishations
(that of Gerald R. Ford was a short one)
three Secretaries of State, William
Rogers, Cyrus Vance and Alexander M.
Haig JR chose to resign rather than be
humiliated by an over powering Na-
tiorral Security Adviser. Rogers couldn't
stand Henry Kissinger, 'the perfe-ct
monster'; Vance came in conf'lict with
Zbignierv Brzezinski and Haig rvith
Richard Allen. Of the tl'rree NSAs,
Kissinger was the most porr'c'r-hungry
and his feud with Rogers was to bc-
come the talk of the totvn.

How comc' that a mere National
Security Adviser coult'l brou'beat a Sec-
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retary of State? As Prof. Kamath puts
it: "Are the kinds of conflicts rve see in
the U.S. security policy-making unique
to the system of government?" The
ansrver, plainly, is yes. It may be ar-
gued that in any democracy, rvhether
of preside-ntial or parliamentary con-
struct the head of the government will
be under constant pressure while for-
mulating any policy, let alone one
dealing with security. In a parlianren-
tary form of dc-mocracy it is the cabinet
decision that ultimately attains the of-
ficial stamp. Not so, under a presidential
form of government and not so espe-
cially in the United Statcs which has a

unique advisory strucfure, to the point
that President Carter could say: "There
have been Prcsidents in the past, may
be not too distant past, that let their Sec-

retaries of State make foreign policy. I
don't".

Carter had decided on an active
presidency in foreign affairs. As Prof.
Kamath states: "Basic foreign policy
decisions were to be made in the Ovrl
Office and not in the State Dcpartmcnt".
That being the case it was inevitable that
Cartc'r should go looking for one he
could depend upon to follow his own
basic line of thinking. But then thc
question might well be asked: why can't
the president choose a sinrilar nlan to
be his St'cretary of State? The ansrvcr
probably is that it is one thing to havt'
a Secretary of State approved by Con-



Eress and an Adviser who is one's own
appointee. A president can get out of
that situation by having a National
Security Adviser who is a think alike-

and who can be pitted against a Secre-

tary of State. As Brzezinski once said:
"The Security Adviser is so much an

extension of the President that the way
he functions is very much determined
by the President's political style and the
role he chooses for himself in the area

of foreign policy." To be National Se-

curity Adviser, one had to have a good
personal chemistry established with the
President. Not that Nixon and Kissinger
had a good personal equation. Nixon
was suspicious of everyc'rne around
him. But Kissinger had one tluality that
Nixon was happy with. He protected
the president from his errors. As Prof.
Kamath says: "Kissinger not only well-
protected the President from public
fears on threats to national security, but
also attended to the actual crisis by
acting as'de facto President of the United
States'. As one commentator was to
lvrite: Kissinger was in effect "protect-
ing the country and the world from

Nixon's excesses and worst instincts".
Not that National Security Advisers
turned out to be infallible.

During the Bangladesh War,
both Nixon and Kissinger erred greatly
while the State Deparhnent showed itself
levelheaded and objective to the point
of being tarred with the pro India
brush. During the Carter administra-
tion, the president either on his own or
under the advice of this Adviser
Brzezinski took a particular course in
handling lran that was to prove disas-
trous. Many have laid the blame on
Carter for his over-reliance on just one
man, Brzezinski, enough to make one
observer to say that "it was difficult to
know from afar why and how the Presi-
dent placed so much value on
Brzezinski, a second rate thinker in a

field infested with poseurs and
careerists". Whether the fault lies with
the Congress or with the President, one
suspects that the institution of a National
Security Adviser is best done away
with.

There never should be two per-
sons advising the President on foreign
policy. After all, the State Department
is staffed by experts in their fielcls ano
by men and women who have given
lifetime service abroad. But then rve are
dealing with the United StaJes with its
own peculiar system of functioning. It
is this system with all its strengths and
shortcomings that has come under pro-
fessional microscope of Prof. Kamath
who. examines it in great detail case by

What is amazing is that the of-
fice of the National Security Adviser,
which is not even established by lan',
should be able to exercise so much
power as to inveigle a President to take
wrong decisions. Which is why, in the

ultimate analysis India is better off
under a parliamentary form of democ-
racy than a Presidential one. Prof.
Kamath has done indeed signal service
in porhaying for his Indian readers the
foreign policy making struchrre of the
sole super power on earth. To be in-
formed is to be forewarned.
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HEALTH AND HEALING
A MANUAL OF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE
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Shyam Ashtekar

Publishers
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First Published: 2001 No. of Pages: 625. Price: Rs.325

Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari, retired professor of Commerce and Management

and a freelance writer

This book, which consists of
eight parts, and divided into 45 chapters,
runs into 626 pages. The human body
with the flame of life within, is properly
protected and regulated by various
systems like the circulatory, respiratory,
nervous, excretory, digestive, etc. If
proper care and caution are not taken,
it becomes vulnerable to various
diseases.

Part I comprises six chapters,
discussing the most elementary aspects
of health, viz. food, water, sanitation,
and the like. To drive home his views,
the author resorts to statistical tables
and figures which provide a fund of
information on food substances,
vitamins and pulses. Exercises, both
individual as well as community are
also ably dealt with in a very simple
style. Amongst the various exercises, he
emphasis the importance and value of
Suryanamaskar, as also walking, jogging,
swimming, cycling, running, and fast
games like football. Besides, asanas,
mudras, bnndhas and pranayama,s are also
discussed. At the end of chapter IV, the
significance and benefits of some of the
asanas are explained.

Community health is about
managing the illnesses of the
community, especially the prevention
as well as the promotion of health.
Some of the examples are anganwadis,
mid-day meals schemes in schools,
immunisation campaigns like polio
eradication, control of infectious
diseases, ensuring safe drinking water,
and food hygiene. The author feels that
by improving living conditions many
of the infectious diseases could be
controlled. While treating an illness is
curative medicine, takings steps in
ac-lvance is preventive medicine.

Part II consists of eight chapters
and deals with human anatomy,
symptoms of diseases, diagnostic tests,

modern allopathic medicines, ayurveda,
homeopathy and accupressure. The
human body is made up of cells, the
basic units of all living organisms.
Tissues are cell groups with common
functions, e.g. bone tissue, muscle tissue,
fibrous connective tissue, etc. Blood is
also a tissue though its cells move about
in fluid plasma through blood vessels.
Tissues perform specific tasks, as for
example, muscle tissue contracting and
relaxing, causing movement of the
muscle, glandular tissue secreting bio-
chemicals like hormones, enzymes,
nerve tissue generating and passing
signals etc. Several tissues form an
organ. The biceps muscle, contains
muscle, nerves and blood vessels.

Because of the presence of
chromosomes and genes, we bear the
semblance of our forebears. There are
46 chromosomes in 23 pairs, of which
33 pairs are somatic (body) while one
pair is of sex chromosomes. Females
have two X chromosomes, while males
have a Y chromosome instead of a

second X chromosome. Sometimes,
some of these chromosomes may be
defective, leading to illness.

Part III discusses in detail the
digestive, respiratory, circulatory
systems and also about eyes, ears,
mouth, etc.

The digestive system essentially
consists of eosophagus, the small and
large inteslines, liver and pancreas. The
food consumed by human beings is
converted to nourishment with the help
of the various juices secreted in the
body. When the food is not properly
or completely digested, due to a

defective system, the possibility of
diseases may arise. Several of the
diseases, viz. constipation, purging,
indigestion, cholera, hepatitis, etc. are
ably discussed by the author.
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The respiratory system
comprises the nose, the sinuses, throat,
larynx or voice box, the epiglottis, the
trachea or windpipe, bronchi and
bronchioles, the pleura, i.e. the two thin
layers covering the lungs. The author
mentions various diseases affecting the
respiratory system and the remedies for
them - allopathic, ayurvedic and
homeopathic. Amongst them the
important ones are sinusitis, nose-
bleeds, sore-throat, tonsilitis, laryngitis,
bronchitis, TB and pneumonia.

Carrying nourishment to the
various cells with the help of blood
vessels is done by the circulatory
system. Blood is the fluid medium, the
blood vessels form the avenues and the
heart acts as the pump. Even the remote
cell gets its oxygen and nutrients. Blood
circulation is the life line of the body
with the heart pumping 10,000 litres of
blood without shutting down even for
a day. The main substance of the blood
is the haemoglobin filled red cells which
give it the colour of red. Where the
contents of the haemoglobin are
reduced, the person suffers anemia. The
white corpuscles in the blood act as the
defence mechanism, warding off attacks
from germs and bacteria. Blood carries
gases, food, wastes and immune cells.

The nervous system comprises
the brain, the spinal cord and the
nerves. The brain, evolved through the
ages, receives information, analyses
them and passes on necessary
instructions, through millions of nerve
cells. Communication between the brain
and the nerves is through electrical
signals as well as bio-chemicals. The
spinal cord is the passage, through
which signals are transmitted by the
brain to the various parts of the body.
The disorders of the nervous system are
(1) numbness, loss of sensation, etc.; (2)

muscle weakness, paralysis; (3) rigidity



of the muscles; (4) "Wasting" of an organ;
(5) convulsions, (6) disturbed balance;
(7) loss of mental functions; (8)

disturbance of special senses.

Parts V to VIII deal with other
important topics like the reprotluctive
system, mental health, cancer,
addictions, etc.

One of the commendable asPecls
of the book is the provision of
innumerable tables, charts, and
illustrations to explain the author's
views in as simple and lucid style as

possible. The book, priced moderately
at Rs.325,/- has very well dealt witir
human anatomy, the various types of
diseases affecting human beings and

their treatment - allopathic, ayurvedic,
homeopathic and acupressure - in a

very effective way. In order to have a

wider coverage, it becomes essential to
undertake the translation of this
excellent book in all Indian languages
so that the village and block
development officers can have easy
access to a very useful book.

CONFLICT AND COMMUNITY IN CONTEMPORARY SRI LANKA

Edited by
Siri Gamage and I.B. Watson

PubIisherc
Sage Publications India Pvt. Ltd., M32, Market,

Greater Kailash I, New Delhi 110 048

Year of Publication:1999 No.of Pages:355. Price: Rs.495

Reviewed by
Brigadier S. C. Sharma (retd.), an adviser in the Telecom industry,

i freelance writer and a regular coirtributor lo Fteedom First.

The collection of essaYs in the
book are set out to give a better
understanding of the conflicts in Sri
Lanka and a possible solution. Part One
deals with the political and economic
background. Bernard Swan traces the
origin of the conflict to the attempt by
Bandarnaike to exploit religion and
ethnic agenda to Bain power. The
Tamils already having grievances of
economic neglect responded with
violence and the boys became tigers.
Peace is not merely absence of violence
and Swan makes a plea for social justice,

cultural tolerance and pursuit of moral
principles. Nihal Perera describes how
the Tamil demand for reasonable
representation in the Legislative
Council in 1910 changed to parity in
1931 and to an independent separate
state in 1990. We in India are familiar
with this demand for paritY bY the
n'rinority. This demand was fuelled by
the denial of citizenship to the Tamils.
The conflict has produced five-fold
changes - rise of the youth as a

significant political force, cultural issues

becoming more important than the
economic question, negotiations being
replaced by military confrontation,
importance of rural areas and threat to
the integrity of Sri Lanka.

Tht'British had imported cheaP

labour from India. After independence,
the Sri Lankan elite decided in favour
of pl;rntation based development and
not indusbialisation. Nithiyanandam has

4B

pointed out that the elites tried to win
support from the masses through
largesse causing economic hardship. The
economic plight and ethnic agenda
drove the Tamils to rebellion. There was
rebellion by Sri Lankan JVP too. lndia's
reactions have lacked consistency,
support to the LTTE and a turn around
to a war against them. The Indian Army
was sent to Sri Lanka to disarm the
LTTE and were recalled without
achieving any gain for peace.

There is an undue emphasis on
the economic issues and Fernandes
points out that the real problem is the
political structure of the state and a

solution is possible onlY through
education.

The migration of a large
number of Tamils to EuroPe drew the
attention of the international media but
the response of the international
community has been mild. OnlY
recently has the USA declared the LTTE
to be a terrorist organisation' The
deprivation of citizenship of the Tamils
evoked sympathy in India and the LTTE
got financial support, arms supply,
training facilities and safe basses in
India. The LTTE could not have achieved
the success that they did without such
help.

Part Two is a narration of
oppression by the Security Forces and
the resultant poor economic conditions
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in the LTTE-held areas. The oppression
by the Army has brought more support
to the LTTE who have drawn inspiration
from the heritage of the Chola Empire.
Prabhakaran enjoys total loyalty' The
LTTE has kept religion out of the
age'nda but there has been a resurSence

of the local Hindu goddesses - a nahtral
phenomenon in adversity. In order to
dilute the support to the Tamils, the
government showed special favour to
the Muslims. The LfiE reacted with the

massacre of one hundred Muslims in
Kattankudy which shattered the
communal peace.

Part Threee enumerates the
costs of the insurgency - sixty thousand
casualties and economic stagnation. ln
Part Four, Sullivan elaborates the
Sinhala views and criticises the NGOs
for their censure of the acts of the
Security Forces and the Sinhala
community who have a tradition of
tolerance. In India, we have experienced
similar unjustified criticism by the NGOs.
Material differences do not create
conflicts. They are combined with
political and ideological reasons to create

violence. The conflict becomes bitter
when ethnic or religious agenda is
added.

The book gives views of both
the sides. No solution is in sight and
the only recommendation is for
tolerance and education. Facilitation by
a third party may helP.
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