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~~<\\~~~-~ "th.at · Mr. J ayaprakiish 
i,sstied any,au.thorit!ltive state~ 

~:~ ~Tt)s p9ssibl~ that the -r¢-
.tlie O'r"'~distorte versions oi 
So'l.f~t poli<ri.~s. th;ai he mjgp( pave made .. , 'i~ . th~t 
.'.:obtained aff assurance' it ·to .his-· iimumetable -friends ·and 
Party would have no truck . . · ~ ':~le'ar t~im~ .his position on the 
munist parties of other countri~s.'\ ' . -! i~sues involved in the question arltl tlie ad~ 
. G~ving ~ report of a two~ft~~ ~:~o~fr;;~enc~ :·;o_f,f;h_~. .vice -tbat . ne · is~' giying to the workers of the Praja 
J?SP. wbrkers h~Ia in .Pa:tna; wliere· ~Mr. J ay~~i;aka.~h .~:sGtiaHit' .Party~ It is to be hoped that he will make 
Nara)Tnti: . is . re~ofted tb have _a9-voeated --~~ctdfa) ~uch a clea{ statement at an e!lrlr -date, Until:- tPf?fJ 

d' ¢t e t - b t · '·• the PSF · d cp·· · 'f i1 · !i ' i;!omments are naturally/ to :be . based .on published 
-~i~1~lli· ~~e ~-c':e~ul)ist ~eek~~- Ne~ - 'A/£~ ill~~ -~ep§rts rtiid if'they ate ~~9?ed to~be'-\~'1-on!g{ lfhJ;lcp~-

~i>l,lan~ly glv.es ,;tJ::te followiilg information: ''Mr. J. ~- tnents wil~ be gladly mooified. . 
is stated to .have remarked that although he continued Mr. Jayap;akash Narayan appears to be advocating 
io differ ·ftom the communists ih many fundamental electoral adjustments between PSP and CP on the 
points, yet he believed that at present a general ground that tpe return of opposition candidates to 
heartsearching was going on in the Party. . . . . . Mr. legislatures in the next general elections is desirable 

· Jayaprakash is reported to have opined that in view and to secure that purpose a division of opposition 
of the ideQtogical differences with t~ communists, votes shoul9, be avoided. It is undeniable that one 
there could be ·no united front with them. But he single party should not ·be allowed to monopolise aU 
'personaily' favo'ured · electoral adjustments with the seats in legisi~t~v.res. It is desirable that there should 
Communist Party as ih the changed circumstances it be in the legislatures a good number of persons hold­
w~ necessary. . . . . . But electoral adjustments ing different views, standing for different policies and 
should be achieved as a tactic to defeat the Congress criticising the defects and wrong actions and policies 
by avoiding the division of opposition votes, He is of the ruling party. In that case, it will be desirable to 
also reported to have stated quite categorically that seek adjustments with all opposition parties. If the 
there could be no adjustment ·with the Jan Sangh or purpose is to break the monopoly of the Congress 
the Congress." ' ' Party, it will be served better by electoral agree-

A few days later was published the news of th r. ments with all non-Co ngress part ies, including the 
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Hina:;:_ afja all' a, t . ~atl'l angnh a others:i~ ~uch 
agr~&eilti~~ayfenameo:tfie "te'tJin ~of diaity·ffidPe Han-
Congress ~.:andi~}ttes to the legislatures. ; 

But Mr. Jayapnikash Narayan is opposed to any 
such all-embracing electoral adjustment. He is re-

_ port~q tQ ]Je,-opposed • .to electoral adjustment with 
communal . parties, such as the Hindu Mahasabha or 
Jana Sangh. This means that he is not merely con­
cerned with the defeat of Congress candidates but 
also with some ideological considerations. It is very 
•like!~ that ideological considerations, such as their 
..tr:iidi.tion_al ·o.utlook; their opposition to social reforms 

· f,W,d . f;p~ir . alHanc~ 'fith , vested interests, which pre­
.ve.nt . hiw from in<;:luding the Hindu Mahasabha and 
'ili¢ J ~I{ Sangh in his : policy of electoral adjustment. 

· : ,.·,.w,h!ltL~li~I1 ·a~~ .the,i?e~logical considerations which 
,Per~u~de him to adopt a different attitude towards 
•communists? ' Fie has spoken of his ideological diffe­
rences with tlie cbrrimunists and they ·are plain to 
~ybody who knows _, anything of Mr. Jayaprakash 
Narayan. . How. are · the communists then nearer to 
'hjin than tne' :Hindu Mi:\hasa,bhaiies or J ~na Sanghists? 
'Me they . not l'is -a, · rHatt~r of fact' more deadly enemies 
of-:freedom 'aitd democracy and bf all that Mr. 'Jaya­
prakash holds neai: and dear?' There may have been 
some justffl,catiQ.n in the thirties to regard the commu­
nists as the defenders of the interests of the people 
whose· very etithusiasm for their ·cause has :misled 
them into wrong paths. That myth was exploded a 
long time back. It is now established that they are 
the enemies of freedom and the worst exploiters of 
_the toiliJ:lg masses. It is moreover clear that they are 
I the obedient toolS' of a foreign Power. How can any 
allia_!l.C.e~ with such professed aqvocate~ of. a creed of 
viqlefi€<?·-<lnd terror help: the ~ause of freedoljt and 
democracy? . 

There is one more essential question which cannot 
be left out of consideration. How can one be sure 
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what will be the policies of the communists tomor­
row? If their foreign masters give them new orders 
can there be any doubt that they will obey them with­
out hesitation? To be effective, ap opposition must 
have a common programme, which means that ah 
electoral adjustment must develop into a iinited front. · 
The history of united fronts With c6~munists is re­
plete with instances of how they. betray and under- . 
mine other parties and utilise · them for strengthening 
their own organisation. ·o · 

Mr. J ayaprakash is reported to have opposed a 
united front with the communists. .He iS" 111 favour 
of only 'electoral adjustme~ts . . : .. But l{djustments do 
not remain adjustments. The'y lead to common 
electoral campaigns and naturally, in course of time, 
to common activities on other issues and in other 
spheres. If it is right to support a communist' candi­
date with votes, how will it be wrong to . orgaQis~ a 
campaign in his favour, to support hiin and his party 
in their activities, to invite their support to"PSP can­
didates and generally for the two parties ·to work ~to-4 ' 
gether in various spheres? Once the first step is takei:\f-: 
it will be difficult to avoid the other st~ps . In , any 
event, the rank and file members of the PSP will not 
understand the subtle distinction and will 'feel m'illed 
upon to jo'in in common activities with the commu­
nists. The doors of the PSP will be thrown 'wide opeil 
to all manner of infiltration · and subversion ·by the 
communists. The experiment was tried in ,the thirties 
in the Congress Socialist Party as it then· was. Is it 
desirable to repeat the disastrous experience? . 

Mr. J ayapra}\ash appears lo think that as a result' 
of tlie di'sclostit es ·. about StaTin - .-a general neiu-tsear­
ching' was going oi:i in the, Communist Party. 'Events 
will prove that ~the heartsearching; if any, has.noi pro: · 
duced any result. The communists, in India and 
elsewhere, will remain what they were, the slaves of 
an outworn dogma and the servile tools l)f an inter­
national conspiracy having its headquarters in Mos~ 
cow. It is really an irony that while socialists and 
liberals in the neighbouring country of Burma are get­
ting disillusioned about communists, socialists in 
India should think of cooperation with them. The 
experience of U Nu and the Anti-Fascist Peoples· 
Freedom League of Burma provides a warning which 
Indian socialists will ignore only at great peril to 
themselves and the freedom of India. 
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Notes 
Jrod., •tCliin~ei1Tr.opps' rAttack . Burma. : .. 

' ltn:l\i~d· .. ri.t ~ld ;l'•1!t··· ;~~ ·I'HI\!J.ft.tr !' . .:. .·,,·! 

IJ,r,w.ll$tr~.S~PtlY<Jep'Qrted· that . Chin'Els'e troops clashed 
-._\YithJ3hiibese..l\.rrrly units .in.>.a> siX: hour 'border battle 
which resulted in casualties on··Both-~ides . . This clash! 
was ..described•·bY.i a(;Btm'nese :Army •Commander •as a 
"major engag~~nt!it:t , . "" ;,.. ·d ..... · 
·:l :rherP.lhas ibeen ta ;:qi~pute over-the :border territory 
betweeir~.hBi1rma·" '<l.nd ., Qhina. r 'Besides ·this ·~major 
en~gagemenf~ seYeral clashes between ·chinese troops 
and--Btir:rpese.Afmy.:.unlts.have !taken place ip an·.area 
ofcahouJ -~20.•niiles~.east< of Lashio, the terminal point 
of lthtn B,tiimafRoaditopChina.o ;, r •1 ,-, ---r rU. 
urA~tua-11)1!;} the .• repdrts, state, rthe Cl)inese 1troops !have 

~ cr6ss~Cli t into.c;Ellf:mese 1 ;tterr~_tor~y, , .: arid?• :the dead~ng 
t·j:rlghsh languagef:newsp~_perrof r Rangoon the :'N atwn 

reports that "the Chinese Corrlrminist forces· and Bur­
mese.tmops -~oday are facing .each :other at a distance 
oft onlyr~OO~ yards ! at.-'manyhpoiilts" .- on 'Burmese ter­
ritoiyu;; ·.rThe"G:hiiiese pen~tra!ibn iirlto lBurma ·has .been 

. aqroitte_d J by, . a , c£mnt~~jg¥.,~. t:O.f1. t.l!.e . ;9ov,~rnx:!lent of 
t~e 1V.~ipq :9U~vr~~- t, Tqy R~w~m~niq~e ~tilt~?: : ;+;he, 
aqtual .,po~itjqf3 .1 ~~ (h,at ~C?m.e ,,p~,n~s~ , .troops1 1haye_ 
entered B~rffi.es~ ter,rit9~Y ;md es,~~blished, putppst~ op, 
U1VoiJ soH ii;J"'~a State. inAose ,pt:o~iwity,tothe, a).lr!Da. 
China J;>or:~er. , Th,~ , ~ommur:~qu€! fqrther . states · that 
the Bm;mese governmeJ.?.t is serio,usly~ concerned . with 
th,is .<;levelop~ent. _ ,. . . - · , . . 

All this means that the communist Government of 
China, euphemistically called "People's Republic," is 
little concerned with Burmese sovereignty over its own 
te,rritory. , .Jl . the Chinese Army penetration into 
Burm,~ is lin~ed. w!ththe subversive activities of r;:om­
m.t.mists 1w~thj.n the,. hl~rt 'of ,Burma whom: tlle former 
:S.wroe~1.:f:rime- Minister U Nu, xece:o,tly described as 
'~Jooges 1 ~pq. j'~gents' of foreign. powers, the .picture 

~becomes clear. _':~;he commpnists i'n Bll}:ma, with the 
' help: of r ther1Communist Army from China, are bent 

upon undermining the freedom and the security of 
Burma with a view finally to dragging the Burmese 
people under the jackboots of communist dictatorship. 

In view- of this grave threat to the freedom and 
s~curity of Burma, the Burmese government would 
do well to take all necessary precautions not only to 
drive the Chinese troops out of BurPnese territory 
b;ut a~so td 1 meet the challenge, successfully, of the 
com;nunist :'stdoges" and "agents" within. The in­
t ernal enemy is much the more dangerous of the two. 

• U Nu's Experience Of Panchashila 

ON his 49th birthday, the former Prime Minister of 
Burma and President of the ruling Anti-Fascist 

People's Freedom League, U Nu, in a 6,000 word "call 
to cleanliness" to his party men, warned: "Methods 
of planting stooges and agents in small countries is 
being increasingly adopted by big coun t ries an cl by 

suBver~ivtl ' ineans :.:S~a 1 ~otin~rf€s .. ~re ,'foi?~c\e: iili ,:·1:':i. 
C?'!.r soup~r,Y.: has a, !1b~~al SJ?!1~~hn'~ ~.?~ tliel~ ,g~oci'~'es' 
~nd 1 'fn.rehngs : :rf · p'O!Iti~a'l pbw~r 'were t~ - c}ssl ~nte 
their ' ?apd~; _ _\*e ar~ · i~ - fot; ~ fa~e nior~ dn;~a _f~1I;•t~~n 
the 'loss of our 'iridependence and the brdea'l will 'Have 
tb:--be. ·-faced' ·by· the AFPF:r.hllieilib~r~ · mqtel t1iah 
oth'e'rs .. ' :' . · ·E\Ten . now AFP'FE ·iMml::iets ire>'sihgH:!d 
out fp~ n.~thless massac~es i~ ar~:~s· (jy.~r- -~hi~~~~toi;>ges· 
and·· h1relmgs hold therr sway~ - It 1.1s ·obVious'j1ihflt 
lJl JNu refers to' the ' t!omrpuiiist guerillas ' asr: (stoqges~'· 
and· "hireling~" 'of b~g 'i:>'d~e~s. }');1' /coip.~uilisl ~ , ~~ 
las are fightmg ' the Burmese :government ~a'i!WiB~r-' 
mese people in certain parts· 'Of the couiltiy1 a'h'B thUs 
undermining Burmese security and stability.. 'IA,; few 
days earlier;, an important; anonymoU:s jletter wa' ·vtib; 
lished in the well.:known Burmese . daily hewspaper. 
the Nation under· the caption "U ,Nu iResig s :' u dfi 
this letter, the correspbnden.t.fnade cer:tairr.disclosq.res. 
which have not been denied or-disclaimed ;!>Y. -·!'GJJNu­
ot llis -colleague's. Quoting :a •reliabl~ SOUlice,kthe ·cor­
respondent said that u Nu would Tesign ;:f~e a¢tter. 
was : pubiished a rfew day's. before. the· ;actuah tes.ig-na" 
tioh) > due · ~o "the' alleged failure , of. his ;<lli(Utralis_t 
policy 1. ' •• .' In _the past few years U Nu hasdaboure<l 
hard to keep away from the entanglementLt>£.<both 
power blocs and, as everybody knows, .his, offe :tp'lain 
objective in the field of foreign affairs was to estab­
lish economic and cultural re)ations with all count­
ries irrespective of politicai ''ideologies." The_ corres­
pondef!,t points out ~hat th~ .~~y _. ,t,~e .S.o, Ae~ ap4 
Qhif!.ese embassi.,:Js function7d il}, Bp~m~ ,wa~, H~~e~e~ 
Ly disapp~intipg to U N.u .- tp~: _e.r,nbaSSI.~s. ~~~l<f 
invite those elements who were Hostile to the. G~vern-. 
m~nt to visit Russia and China ';'on this or ' tp~t f!1i~ ~ 
sion." According to the correspondent (and l!,e-. su~­
stantiates this by reliable evidence), "the last ·stra\¥ 
which broke U Nu's back, so to say, was th,eJep6rted. 
financial help rendered lavishly by some foreign em­
bassi~s in Rangoon tp many qppositi~J? · canc,li?-~te~ .. i~ 
the recent general elections.". These oj;>posih?n c~n­
didates were either commumsts or near-commumsts 
and fellow-travellers. . I)'' • ., 1 . ; . , 

. It is thus apparent that Burma is paying };lefl~Y -~01: 
its neutralist policy. The situation in ., :Buq~a rP\a;'if~s 
one thing clear that the communist powers are no res­
pecters of neutral countries. They demand total 
submission to their influences and dictates, else they 
do not hesitate to undermine the stability and ~ecu­
rity of any country by instigating their stooges ; t~ 
breed chaos and anarchy from within till the country 
falls a victim to communist . domination. The,. ~i~ua­
tion in Burma serves a warning to other Asian. coun­
tries who follow neutralist policies. The sad experi­
ence of U Nu about the communist understanding of 
Panchashila may soon be the experience of other Asian 
leaders . 

A Victors' Peace 

SOVlET-JAPA ESE talks over a peace treaty have 
again ended in failure . The failure highlights 

the fact that , in spite of smiles and sweet rords, 
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t~r~~, ~,~s :,hf;)~? rHfi ,~~tjqt~fi~ P~~fil,g~ nj..t~Ahr,i f9~e~gn 
J201J.,hC~fJ~ o(§: , vi~t ~, ,m.~a:u~k !fi q dH ,; <:J;d •njJw~·' .rr-'.' ' 

T e , taiM . were . ael'l oc eo, -becauje So\nf:lt . usSil'l 
h-'t' • ''' t' _' • I f.,_..,,,l _r';, .'•j ... bJ•HI,V'-t_ . .<.,_;• r• _I )J ;_oa T 
.s na e . r use"" . · .' et tne . a ane .~IS an~ s. 9 .. ,~.1 d' .(IJY..:> ) t th J''' !grJ i{ffi r. _ ~ ~. , .3'~ •"'- 1 ,.J , 

seniti .~; .Y-5\-~_,-tt , eJ!)Vfi1u; ~J't- .~t , :w.a,s;~ .m.r·tJ?PSfbOP, , tt"-':'P 
Yf1~!~ q~c;T$1 apf!,d!.ll· ~pit~ ~p.r· .~ll _tl;le c'Ji~nges . #iaJ , a£e. 
~"?l?PR~.eU;b·~oh. li .. ~Y,r, . !~'J:~n pface m_ M<is~_~)V, _still ,con~ 
~~~·~ r .er ~,nos +Ign. _ · ·~·-. . · ... .~- - '1.; t._. .. ~.t,.., jl;"' v r, r;-l , . _1 ,._.-:~ ; • • • 

h:: e __ &l.t(~gn . ¥lister. 9~ -Jap_a.~, . Mr. , .rytamoru Shige-
fi!it~\l,;w.as.ncocm1f'*~d ·fo .. s,ay1,}Jlat ,Russ_ia was stil~ 
la~ "~4e 1).~p,~uag~' of ~ .vwtc;>r c;ountry. _ To refuse 
to;r,et~rp_ t~~j~l~!lds . ~~~J:>?,ed during the war" was, he 
sa~d, , ,J;~al pq~~r po~Ibcs . . 

Over a )iec'ade has passed since the war en.ded. 
All "9ther ·countries ·have signed peace treaties and 
est{lblished -normal relations with Japan. Soviet 
Russia has ·failed '!to :do that so far because she is not 
prepared: 'to <return- to :Japan the islands . t);lat she is 
occuj:iying sinc€dhe war. ; -She insists on Japan giving 
up her· claim· to the.islands"as a condition 1precedent 
to -the sikxling'of.a peace treaty. : ,, " 
· r This is ' a· victod' peace :which communist Russia is 
callously seeking . to .impose. tip6n J apjin. . It is . a pity 
tha~ ·othercAsian .countries are merely lopking_ QJ;J. while 
orie 'h f 'them ·is f.f;,eirtg .subjected , to , -such , coercion by 
Soviet--Russia. . ... · · · · 

,: ... 

In The Communist Web 

I T is likely that' another Asian country, Laos, may 
soon fall a victim to clever communist manoeuvres. 

A few days bacK: an agreement was reached between 
the Royal Laotian Government and the rebel com­
munist Pathet L;w, by which the latter has been re­
cognised as a legal party and assured participation in 
gove_rnment and the army. A coalition government 
with communist participation has in many countries 
paved the way for ·a naked com_munist regime. It is 
verY, lil<~ly that the story may be repeated in Laos. 
· Accbrdi~g to the Geneva agrc:ieme,nt Pathet Lao 

was to surrender to the Royal Laotian Government 
and the northern areas held by it were to be incorpo­
rated in the rest of the country. In spite of the 
agreement, however, Pathet Lao continued its rebel 
activities and refused to surrender. 

The result has been this new agreement signed 
between the Royal Laotian Government and the 
rebel communist organisation. The agreement gives 
f>athet Lao the opportunity to spread its tentacles 
alll;iyer· the country, instead of being confined tb the 
fiortherti _areas. This may enable the communists to 
gain · by subversion what they were not able to get 
through armed insurrection. 

As a result of the agreement, there is an immediate 
change in the international position of the country. 
The Royal Laotian Government has agreed not to 
enter into any military alliances or to permit military 
bases on its territory. This may eventually prove the 
first step in the direction of absorption into the com­
munist empire. The latest straw in the wind is the 
news that a delegation led by the Prime ti'Iinister 
is · shortly visiting China on a "good will" mission. 
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-c--hristian -Missionaries " 

tHE Christian Mi~sioniu .\ tt.ivities CommitteJ 
appointed by thJ~M~ifhy~ 'l>r~desh Governmen~ 

d-.presided over-by Mr .Justice ~Niyogi · has4:titned: 
out .a ~eport. w.~-~ch _is manif~stly l!~just aq_d, unfair to 
Chnstian · miSSionaries . worku~g <::in i tlili?~l5uiit}y, :Qoth 
foreign and indigenous. - As stated by the Indian 
Civil Liberties BuUetin, some -of lth~··pr,Eimisestit:*b' 1(~ 
ed on were ."wild': _and ,:some· of ' the:~cl7ndfisiblrsi it 
has -reached are "reckless." t, · , > .1i "' ii· .. 3:t tb d·,-_, 

The wildness of some·· of the,, premises, .>c~ <·be 
gathered from the following sample: ,.,_.. ,,_,;,.,_'f(i\w · 

"Evangelisation in India appears. to. be· a ,Parbof 
the uniform world policy· to revive --CHristendom 
for re-establishing western supremacy.-and.,isi:,I)Ot 
prompted by spiritual motives. The objecti:vel.ti:s 
apparently to create Christian minority ipgck,ets 
with a view to disrupting th'e.; solidarityJ ottthe 
non-Christian societies, and ,the ·mass •conv.ersi.Ons 
of a considerable section of Adivasis with ;,the • 
ulterior motive is fraugqt . with danger to:l~he-~ : 
security of the State. · . · ' ii d1c~pr 
The manner in . which tthe, missi_onar;y, ~p:o:v:emf!!ltr 

, goes on in : certain . pl~ces ; iis:f clearly{ iriten~ed1 tel 
serve .some 'politicar purpose in the' cold war:(h:; i 

One of the recomriieridatiorls 'made bfrth~':tGotrl_! · 
mittee is ·'for the amendment of the Constitulioh . to 
restrict the right . of propagation of religion :orily 'to 
citizens of India. The· Committee forgets _thaf'm~by 
of the Fundamental· Rights guaranteed . by the, Cons­
titution are Human ·Rights available to all persons• 
and not merely to citizens. To restrict the. scope of 
any one of those rights only to citizens will be ~ ·retro-
grade measure. · . 

There will be no dispute that proselytisers of any 
religion should not be allowed to take· iovai:ltage of 
the poverty or distress of the . people ' and. ,that con­
versions brought . about throughofQrce or-fr~ud should 
not only not 'be recognised but sh9Jild 'ali)O be pemi­
lised. It is equally incontestable that 's.uitable steps 
should be taken against those who under the garb of 
religion indulge in political activities. 

A few missionaries may have misused their position 
and indulged in one or the other kind of objection­
able activity. But it is wrong to generalise on the 
basis of a few instances and that is exactly the mis­
take that the Committee has committed. It has 
therefore presented a totally wrong and distorted 
picture of mi~ionary activities in the country. 

Dr. John Matthai, the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Bombay University and the former Finance Minister 
of the Government of India, struck the right note 
when he said: "No class of foreigners working in 
India during the past hundred years have by ~nd 
large served the country with greater zeal and inte­
rest than missionaries-and whatever their failings , 
these are outweighed by what- they have done in 
the cause of building up a self-respecting and self­
reliant India." The Governor of Bombay, Dr. Hare 
Krushna Mahtab, is also of the same opinion. The 
missionaries, he said , "had made considerable contri-
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~c~pirial prir;.qtr~les ~ot P§U"li~IT}entary_,. ,deih .c a~y. 
lo1nt Jespons_iodit y.,; does ..nutr mean the..'reai:liness to 
a7c~pt and stand by the decisions mad~ by one in-

. , · , 1 d!Y.Iqual. }Qint responsibility demands joint discus-
,. .R~gard~ng the demand ~or exclusion ·of .foreign J • sion' 1a:s: -<*-ell ''as joint decision. It is clear from the 
'-'r~ns~wn_a~l~~~ !2.r:, Mahtab s~~ that, . w~en the wo;ld discl9sure made . by Mr. Deshmukh that neither 
:'Yas-m~~-ng ·t~o_w~:?s one .religwn1 ~e s~~uld not thm~ ·oBtains hi · the functioning of the ···Indiati Gabi" 'et. 

-~f!~o~~~tll~.~~<,m;~ ~g~m-~t ' t-~e v?t~nes of any reh- This.• ~s a grave~ ~efect. whi?h may, unlessl:iltl'!heaiat e 
.~~fi-.,~ ..:~.,.;~ !t~-~t~:-. BY, prev~ntmg them · ~r~m ~ommg to . steps •are taken. to remove !It,. cause ·irrepalr:rble ,harm 
<fi~qll;'l ' 'W& '\YQuld ·"be domg · a· great ; lllJUStlce to the to the growth of democracy · 
:b'ac'kWafd' lasses:'-" · • ·-, · 

. "Thettf1was '~:..time''l, said Dr. Matthai, "when India : . , ,.i''rro 
;was J~ )havep..;-of -i~fug~ , :for people suffering religious A ' Collaborator's · conf~ss;6~ 
rperse.cu,ti21_1 . .ir( other i_cou,I,l_tries, in the same way as 
-England ,offered .an asylum to those persecuted for 

_,p(>J.i~iChl_~-: iea!ioil(: _abroad . . Surely, the . advent of 
·indepJmderH:;e 24~ c:npt , gq~ng. to_)eave us less tolerant 
1fhan i\'le: haye113~en. :ill tbe pas_t." · .·. · . , . 

We endorse the wise~ and forthright -·s_!atements of 
.the ·~wQ ( ~~tingl:tj·s}led-is.tatesmen. 
~ ......... ~._."',.. ~ ·! ·Snr _ ·'\~rL : .. ~ .' 1 r; , 

rMt.r: Deshmukh's· Disclosure . 
.. - ... :to. J :.·,,, · .~i.l· ' ·11 . · ; ' · . · 

-E~lf,~~~G,J?.Y. , nas ., .e.xpress~d ·regr~t . oyer · th~ · re,. 
.. J;S1gn~tron of!_M'r> 9'.:i~ . .-tl!>eshmukh, which has de­

·priveq 1 the·i c~lirttry . ipf.t~'h . able and , conscientious 
Finance Minister.· ··THe''> esignation . is all the more 
regrettable because it · takes place on an · issue of 
se?tion~ · inte~est. :A . person of such high eminence 
as · Mr. Deshriiukh was not . expected to represeht in 
Parliament or Government ollly the interests of his 
particular constituency 0( linguistic group. . ' 

Mr. D eshmukh's statement in Parliament explain­
ing the reasons of his resignation raises some issues 
of grave import. Mr. Deshmukh has made the charge 
that the Cabinet does not function on the· basis of 
colJective discussions or decisions, but that decisions 
<rre, mad~"il,l _ a· "carruier ap.d unconstitutional manner" 
J:?y )_<?I},e iQ;giyid~ai" .. ~! ,. by ·a couple pf them. The 
c1,la,:g~,_M[!\S denied, but the denial was feeble and un-
,c;op.vi.~cing. · · · : · · 

. Mi: Des,lu,nukh contended tqat the decision that 
was taken in regard to Bombay was "typical of the 
cavalier and unconstitutional manner in which deci­
sions have been taken and announced on behalf of the 
Cabinet by certain unauthorised members of the 
Cabinet, including the Prime Minister." He further 
.ch~rged. tha,t the Prime Mi~}ster and a couple of other 
members of . the Cabinet have arrogated to them­
selves powe~s not delegated to them J:ly the Cabinet 
as a whole. 

But it is not only on the issue of Bombay or the 
reorganisation of States that the Cabinet has func­
tioned in this manner. There are complaints that this 
j.s .the normal method of its functioning. Mr. Desh­
mukh has also admitted the fact by saying that the 
way in which decisions on Bombay were taken was 
"typical of the cavalier and unconstitutional manner." 
The question then arises: Why did he put up with 
it so long? Why was he silent so long? He cannot 
plead the excuse that is open to others living in 
totalit arian countries. 

Joint responsibility of the Cabinet is one of the 

PIETRO NENNI, the leader of.' ~tnr'/Ita'fi~n 
Socialist Party", has . been f~r ye~~s -~iB~P~~!~J~t 

and trustful ally of the internatiq'nal , <;:pffiln\\n~-'1 
m?vement. But with all his loyalty fli}p ~~Eft.Wj.e~s 
ev~n, he _has found it difficult to swallow :nttMus rn. 
Communist Party's explanaHoidhat"all'the'cfu~l apd 
revolting things that happened duririg""tn'{ ' 'Statin 
regime were due·' to the personal qtiil;hes" 8r ~the 
dictator. · ·' · ' ~~ :,·_, -.u.r.J >-•d. 
•• • • . · J>r?l-: ·u Yl"I' l 

Pomtmg out the defects of the sysJeiP, .N~P,m 
.wr,it~s: ·;a, ~.<]cialjst regjJ!Ie is ~ot ·gp}~(( \ ~~~~~in 
method of production, not only the · soct~atwn Pl 
th~ mean~ of production but also tlk ' ~ys'te'£( o~ 
~emocrati7 guarant~es of_ colle.ctive ~pq,, if\d~y/d#;:t1 
liberty, Without whiCh everythmg becomes -bureau:. 
sr~tic, eve!ything becomes. corrupted and :( t~rns) ip.-
to forms ?f police oppression," . . · ; . . ~ 

These are welcome words coming as . t}ley' -d~ ·f~o~ 
a constant collaborator with the communists. Nenni 
sh.ould, however, realise that it is not co,ll:abora~jop. 
w1th communists, but constant strJJggle agai~st .th~m 
which will create the "system of .democratic guaran­
tees of collective and individ1+al liberty" which he 
now thinks must be preserved. · 

The Open Mind • J ~ 

THE lengths to which credulity can go is shown, py 
the contribution of Rs. 5000 sanctioned last month 

by the Senate of Calcutta University for a "Students' 
Health Home" located in Calcutta. 

Now, as it happens, the Home has been estal;Jlished 
by the All India Students' Federation and its' Beriga.J. 
.Branch. The A.I.S.f. is a notorious front of the com­
munist Party and is affiliated with that international 
commuqist organisation, the International Union · of 
Students. The project is part of the effort to infil­
trate and indoctrinate our students through so~called 
welfare and non-political activities. 

Dr. N. K. Sidhanta, Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta 
University, is a good democrat and we refuse to be­
lieve that he would have permitted this help to be 
given to the communist disruptionists of our student 
life if he had known the facts. The incident illustrates 
once again, how easily good men and institutions can 
be used for unworthy purposes where alertness is 
absent. Let not om minds be so open that our brains 
fall out! 
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·!ftli~e .:EJie·cti.ons·; And ',~A)fter · In-.. Itid.onestt~;· 
- . ' ;_,._. ··~ ! ,( . • . ... ·J.rt 7 0:>1 .. 

( Fro_!ll a,}?olit'ipal ,Correspond~nt) 
: .H'Jt~ . • · .• . .. .· ... , _,."' 1 

JUliE: story,, gf . th,e · fprmatiQq _· of tl}e first elected ~ned to drop them within a few mont,bs.~. 
: 4~ .Jn.d~m.esjan~Qabine1 is ...as exciting as ,it is indicative . however do . this withotJt · th~ , S\l.pport ! lh~~t~~9lrflri!i.U'-

' o~:,the Iforgesl whiGhtanirpate, the pt>l\tics of Indonesia nists. : .If he ~uld~ · · 
today. · ·· •rTY .r • ,J, ·.,, 1:: . • ,. . . · .surelr he-:eouJ.d. - :ui1dE~rs1~aiJLdiJ(l~. '!:..,,~,.t'!<-""'".u• 
• T4• General Election~·- p~o_duced 'tre~-e~do~~ sur- and secure their 
pri~es. The- ac;lherents of . the Masjumi . and of the vest• this'taction 
Nationalist PartY :were ' cotill<ieht that theii · own He was indirectly helped in cthese plans b~cause . a 
,P¥ti,es· ~<?~ld . e~ei:P~ ~s t~e d?minan~ ~ru;ty. - ~.u.t t:onsiderabie section of , the Mas)utni · ap~fu-ed 1: to 
]:>oth these pa~t.1es succeE;d~~ m gettmg an . equal ,attach great importlinte to"Ii.?.Wer and favoure~ eri~ei­
_i:himbet -of 'seat?,·-namely fifty 'seven,' which ·were n·ot ing t\le 'Oab,inet in sp~te bf the .fact that it was".suppor­
~_igly mor~ thaD: tp€dortyfive se6ureq··by the-:Moslern tea'by1 the ·communiSts. They perhaps· did tnot'View 
'N:U .. · t;f~rty:, whj~li 'w~~ ndt rquch .in the picf\I~~ ··be- the possibility of thei'r being later thrown out with 
tdte th~ i:!~ectioris: •· Tlie ~ost tlireateriing surp#scl was undue · Serlbbsn:e~s: : . . · ':t'l~ ~-It 
~he success ~f the Communist .party · ( the " P.i~.l.) Mr. Ali's applecart'was upturned··by -a :cm.iple:of uh­
~:Q.ich secur~d 38 seats, with nearly ~ix million votes, expected develo.pm_ents. . Mr. Natsir, the respected 
and thus emerged as the second hugest Communist leader of .the '· Masjtimi; who was _>away 'in Sumatra, • 
Party in Asia. The emergence of the P.K.I. was in- suddenly returned and told his followers not to coun­
deed a portent. tenance any government supported even indirectly py 
· 'It was obvious that no two parties could together the ·communists. In the meanwhile the r antkcoril­
c~mmand ·a majority and thus form a ,stable govern- rnunist r section of the N atimralist Party had · Ue~o.me 
rnent. It was clear that three of these four parties cautious and watchful. Ail this had the effect · of 
had to come together to secure a comfortable support. confounding Mr. Ali's plans . 
. The Masjumi has a concientious objection to join . A crucial part in this was played by Mr. Wilopo. 

in with the Communists. The Nationalist Party, h h 1 
especially its older leadership led by Mr. Ali, was As t e second most important man in t e Nationa ist 

Party, he had a big hand in drawing up the list of the 
opposed to the Masjumi, although it had no conscien- members of the proposed ministry. Mr .. · Sarino's • 
tious abjection to entering a coalition with them. name was included as Education Minister. Now Mr. 
Thtl N.U. had no particular policies and no particular Sarino is strongly anti-Communist and he is heartily 
objections. The Communists, true to their ingrained d h d 
opportunitism, . only wished to dominate or influence hated by them. They objecte to is name an 

threatened to withdraw their support. the Cabinet, preferably from inside but if necessary 
from outside. In this, they neatly entered a trap. The anti-

The Communist plans perfectly suited the propen- communists in the Nationalist Party consioered this 
sity of Mr. Ali to work with them. In fact, before attitude as a challenge and qu~stioned the right ··of 
the General Elections· Mr;· Ali had kept himself in the communists to dictate to their patty in the choice 
power .and buttressed his pro-Communist neutralism of their men. This upset Mr. Ali's plans. Today; Mr. 
;with the support of the Communists. Moreover, _h_e Ali's· governJTient exists wit4 the Masjumi more or less 
was strongly opposed to the Masjumi. firmly in the Cabinet and the communists e'xpressedly ' 

The Masjumi, however, emerged with considerable opposed to it. 
strength. In fact, it was its right to be called upon to It is not to be understood that Mr. Ali is an active 
form the Government. It had emerged as the only pro-communist. All that can be said is that he is 
national party, having won a majority of votes in ten not anti-communist. He belongs to the generation of 
out of the fifteen provincial divisions. President nationalists which worked jointly with the commu­
Sukarno, who obviously favoured the Nationalist and nists in the early ·days of Indonesian Nationalism and 
particularly Mr. Ali, nonetheless called upon him to he cherishes a•number of illusions about them and 
form the Government on the ground that the Nation- even a measure of affection for them. Moreover; he 
alist Party had secured more vqtes. prefers . to have their support for his pro-communist 

Mr. Ali could not think of forming a straight coali- neutralism, which is not liked by the Masjumi. Today, 
tion with the Communists. A strong seCtion in his the position is that there is no active pro-communist 
own Nationlist party led by the popular politician, in the Indonesian Cabinet, whereas there are sevet'al 
Mr. Wilopo (who was described to me as the "coming in it who are frankly anti-communist. 
man of the Nationalist Party"), was irreconcilably op- It is also not expected that the present non-commu­
posed to a coalition with the communists. Besides, nist coalition will fall in the near future. As a lead­
the Army that was responsible for Ali's pre-election ing .Masjumi minister explained on one occasion, all 
downfall could not have acquiesced in this. the three parties in the Cabinet had made great sacri-
Alth~ngh Ali could not think of altogether b ypassing flees and adjustments for a com mon purpose and this 

tvi asjumi it was strongly rumoured that he had plan- was enough to keep them together. 
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by M~ A. : V~nkata <iftao: 
. . '. J·~ . J•} ~· ~l 

:rm't-.,,.,.,.;,,.,,· is ' b'eirtg 1arranged to ·:~~X~~~f~}~1~ge ~li~ri ~~9.hpla,rsp.ip and inlJ-tl)ai ~~JtVf~ · 
f>art df December. ,acql!a~pta~t~~a':~ rroc.eed~o J11UCh furJ;lr~~· Qert~ly ... ' 

Messrs. Mulk Raj thei:e J,.(a jlrtma',faeM1tcli.seJor the r~cognition onfich . J 
CU.U.vU\,.U a Kumar an Asiah Mirld"ff 'we tiil<~; rnt<Y 'account orif:r.'lfle lligti~· ~ 

'of ,July with trad~tid~s' .df~,C~imi, J ~J)'iW,;:t~8tba .iln(\' l)i~ili/:peqneat-' 
China, India ed as· tn~r have ' beer;~, by ;Bv.~oh~s·t 'ip.e'~ .$-a. v~IH~s; · 
·objectives of A large hme-and-space span, :a keener· aria ~hll-pi:e\r~d­

lndonesia, Japan, ing consciousness 'of the sprrit\Iafd.iJlej-isioh1in.huffi1Ul 
. An· Appeal .. to Asian life, a s~nse . o~ t~e harmoriy· 'of_ ~11 exis_t~h,9e ~!tune; 

·xv~~e: s c'a~d "~:l?ra.£! , . ,. ·relating ~o the present ment With whiCh m all the relatiOns of life constitutes 
s1tuat1 n .nf-htt\r~ti,Ire : m' -countnes; . to the · re- Wisdo.m and sal_vation seem. t~ be ill~~~i#~nt~n t;c;>r.Q'fn5?'4 
latio~betweeiivti'adit16\l :ana the new C'onditions of to Eastern nations. This excludes ' ls1arh~ftbm 'West 
Asian ·.e~ergenge; the qlYestilnJ i of freedoni "to the Asjl<'fhi~~ ~ ~as : f?-Ore _affi~~~ion . ~jtli, ~1.,asr~J.D ~jld 

.~i.tef,~. of:the ~ri~er ;!l99. his t~ad~·ahdthe q~est~on of Cfu1sh~n~~r}!l w~,r!,~-. cni~l?o~J ~d, p~~a~.l'~alur~' ~:: 
cultural , exchange between As1an , countnes · were .. : But 1t ~s ·; n~t this v1s~a of schS)larsNp 'tt ct·· ~~J:?Sltiye 

1 adop.ted; ~ Jf.he •\tAppe-a1 'asks ' Asian ;writers ' to··take mterpretahon' of the (sbul' of"Eastern1 dtiltllres.' th&t 
S.to't!k:of the situati()ll' iafter 'the retre·at· of Europe~ brings any uneasiness to .the . idea of" fl !J:h' :A~iail 
eolonialism ·in'.i<\.sia -and>.restore the cultural lihks tlfitt Corifererice: l · . . , ::'" ••· • ' 1 .. 

iliaQ,~ been .so ·lOng ··.b~o~~ii~among tHem o<ving t~ the c:: ;there }tf~~~?J?; J o , thizl¥ ~o.nsidering tpe sg~nso~hip 
doirifuation ' of\,Et.iiope)Jt ·empires on their :·life · and qf the Conference and the clompdsition' dt it~· prtlp'i\ra~ 
destiny. ~~h/•"Ht1• i'' . · . , . .~PrY, c~~T,j~~~e, ,~,h~t .tpis 'Confere~ce iHi~Jil}bitjou~ 
. The \f\,ppeal ., says: ·;F.9:r l!uqdreds of year,s Asia has aj:te.mpt . ~f. organ~ing ' and ·mobilising ·•Asi:pi ' Writ~rs 
b~~n 1 subjecteq to , Jm:eign qomination and many as "a Front'' of the Communist Movement w hich 1h'as 
stranps .of our .traditional. ciVilization wer~ ~ disrupted, its own theary··of the role of Asian · cultilre .and its 
integral ;ways of life __ disturbed O!' broken, our educa- spokesman iri ·the. world struggle between ' ftself an'd 

• tion,syst~ws ·peryerted .and our whole cultures sought the Western Powers. · ' '• ' 
to ·be debased." The Communist Movement is intent' on using . the 

. , 'this Prep~r?tory Committee was addressed among appeal of great and moving ideas and ideals to differ­
others by Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon and was privileged ent groups or interests in society for its own puipose. 
to have been received by President Rajendra Prasad By sponsoring an Asian Writers' Conference, it ex~ 
and Prime Minister Nehru. pects to increase its hold on the imagination and sym.:.. 

A numlter of grave and faroreaching questions are pathies of the writers as a body . who will thereupon 
raised _by this mov~ to summon an Asian Writers' naturally come to look upon communist leaders as 
Confert'n:lCe to consider the common problems of cult- leaders of worthy causes .entitled to their trust and 
ur!ll exchange among Asian Wliters in the present era regard. The Communist leadership will expect to 
of Asian emergence. cash in on such ail asset in their favour when ' the 

The object would be entirely laudable if there were time seems ripe to· them to make a bid for· the seizure 
no invisible strings attached to the present proposal of power. This is all laid down in the books of Lenin 
by its sponsors who are clearly committed to Asian- and St f.L lin who call such Fronts by the name of 
ism as cpnceived by Moscow and international "communication belts." The influence generated in 
communism. fields remote from politics is communicated or made 
' The' proposal raises also the general cultural ques- to How into political support for the communist cause 

.tion whether there is an Asian Mind as such, com- when the time comes. · • 
j>~~ble to' the European Mind. The )'imes of India As the classics of communism and the practice of 

· Commented tentatively on this aspect of the matter in communist countries show beyond any shadow of 
its editorial of AnguJ)t 6, 1956, without committing doubt, the view of culture that is prevalent in the 
itself to any conclusion. But it contented itself by Iron Curtain countries is worlds apart from that of 
pointing out the possible value of an Asian Confer- the free world. Mao Tse-tung explains that his ne~ 
ellfe in breaking the isolation of Asian peoples from ·democracy or people's democracy should have its 
each other and re-establishing mutual contact and in- own type of culture, even as the old capitalist system 
Huences through translations of works and magazines of policy and economy in the past had its own. Thus 
introducing the works and personalities of Asian Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism with their 
nations to each other through translations. The sug- scheme of human values me being uprooted and the 
gestion to develop an Asian language was dismissed, new "communist culture" is being taught through a 
rightly, as fantastic. resolute indoctrination in Red China today. The 

The general question whether there is an Asian methods are those of "conditioning reflexes" and 
Mind as such needs closer stu dy and interpretation authoritative hypnotic suggestion reinforced by mass 
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corifo~ity ~nd iilti~iCiation, as is bundantly<r~veal~d fre«;) assimilatioq -of: the best from each other. .-Asian­
in the regull,ltions of .the Goverpment, of ekipg and ;,..; isp!xunder- fr~edqm will be maintained through free 
in the prtncipal -newspapers • of mainland ' China · . exchange and coritact. But undef communism it will 
themselves. · be attained through uniformity brought about 

:Mechanical uniformity, regulation of,tide~ . .and·'/ thiough:di<;tation from above. The one attains unity 
'-Illethods by ruling groups in all spheres of art and or similarity through free grasp of ul}iversality but 
j}rrul1-tW~· uWfl. ~pc,e , 1anq i,s q~~ J~~qglJ,t, _t~~ ?e~ial of t~~ p~~er mar~~ac~up~s an .ll!Jilifti~ . ~!tY:~t~Q.~gh 

' reetlqm:;,_to J e, -,thm,l~er: .and. art,~~ .t9-Jl follow piS <;>Wn pJao,Ing off al qiyersity . th.,.nug}l ,pfficial deciP.~ •afl'd 
~i§l11~1:-Y. t ~., , t' ' Iet' ·q-t hmdtanc¢ ,-are all admitted force> . · . -, , ,. ·~ · :·· _,.:'::r"'~ 
c;~~~1~~1f~·. 9("~tP.tU:r~:; -~~lilitd "th~ Jio~ ·.cprtam. ~in·c~, after ·.it~ - f~~~lati9n ·of th~"'(~off§.f>~~-
~ -ir.By.~~rtww.atmg I~ t'h~~.,: ~roP?s~d Asian,Copference, existenc1 or J:ancha Shila, ,; pro-<?OP?m\lmst.c~fga.rp~~=­
~~Hf!. r 'tliiJ~f.~ :~~~., 9~ ,. ,( unwi~tm~ly ~o f~: ,as thE( !ions have .~ttaine~ a new ~tatu~ pf"<?ffi<?i.¥ ,rea9.~~!tJ9.n 
!!}~JOP,~Y , ru;~, cqn<!~rP.;e~) .. . helpi.ng ~o ac~l~rate the m thi~ country, it p1ay se~m tmgrAcious ~9ri?9P?t ,9~t 
s?mmg ~£; t4~P . ~ regime Ill . therr ~m?st. . the b~ckground of Front org;anisa~ions lJ~d!l lpresyn:t 

·For the doctnne. of the Commumst Front Is clear Asian Writers' Conference. . ., · ' 
:N~f;.t,~e·· Je:iding plf!ce: shoul? be. tak~I.l by the CoX?- In the interests of truth and national rsec~J;I y.J J~ow,­
!fJ.!l.%~~. Pa_rty _q.f the. l,JS~R m dire~tmg the. cultural ever1 it is 4lcumbent on all thos~ who , a.r;(( a-;.r.~:e )pf 
W.9Y$lJ?ty,I.lt; Rft,~~·.c~nf~rmmg ?~untnes .and_ g_r.q!l;~~ _by th~}ecJ:miques of the Commupist mov,em«;l!l!Jtcu~~~:­
vij',~u~ 0pf .. Its Prml~ged position. ~s the . ~IC?Ile~~mg lare their warning in public, ,. •m··,_ u: , 1. 
6o~~urnst St_a~e an.d th~ Fatherl~nd of W9rl? Rey.o- Th~ suspicion that this Conference is of.the charac­
!,~ti9n1 . Th.us wehave the sa~e sort of contr?lof m~d ter of a, Front is strengthened by the inclusion. of the 1 

~~ he~~· "m ~l _ the East ~uropeap Countnes and 10 narne:of Soviet Russia in the proposed Secretariat of• 
~~d · ~liina. . '· . . · . . . , . 1 the Gonference (New Age, August 12). .i[t_· ·s , past 

The sponsors of t~Is Co~ference s~y 10 ~~~I.r .app~a .coroprehension:how the Soviet Union is to tbe~regard­
th,at · tpeH c~!tpral, ~n~eg~1~Y' of. 1:\s!a~ , .n~t'onsWwh ·ed as an ·Asian .Nation especially suited· to-1help:;..m 
d~strq~r,<r\l~~er rhecel~ E':!r~pEtf··?thiPfRiliN?H· _. I' It,- organising this .Conference to. the exclusion :of· Eur6-
out ch;w~ngmg t e e erne~ ~ P1 a_ ~ay Ie) f!. pean African and American nations. · ' 
.this statement, it must be pomted. out tlia~ the dest~ . . . . . . .. 
ruetion . of cultural integrity uf!der· CommtiniS!fi- is .. In this contex~, It Is necessary to bear m mmd the 
much ' .worse, being more consciously intend eo and ~estame~t of fait~ made by Mr. Charles M_organ, 
scientifically planned for. Witness th~ del~berate Internabonal .President of the P.E.N. when It_ w~s 
attack on the strength of family sentiments in: China propose~ that P.~.N. Centres sho~ld be opened m • 
by the new rulers. There is a ci·ucial difference bet- commurnst . countnes .. ( Fr~edom F~rst, M.~cp 1956, 
ween t:be idea~ of cultural freedom in the free WOJ;ld p.9 ) . He S~Id .that wnters 111 _those ~ountne.s are not 
and in those in the Iron Curtain Countries. .free to wnte 111 acc?rdance With thei~ c~nscwnce and 

The culture of 'the free world is expected to main- should not be admitted to the associatiOn of P.E.N . 
. ~,ail} its individuai!ty thrm.lgh healthy exch~n~e and writers. 

T-k~• credentials ~f the lnternatio~al ~onference of 
Jo.urnalists whiCh met at Helsmki are unclear. 

But if reports are to be believed, its sponsors created 
considerable misgivings in some quarters by the man­
ner in which they got some known liberal journalists 
to' participate in it. There is, for instance, good 
reason to believe that some among these journalists 
were persuaded to participate in the conference 
because the initial list of invitees included names of 
well-known independent liberals from Britain and 
America. Walter Lippmann and Alistaire Cook, 
according to one report, were listed among those who 
were said to have consented to attend. Why these 
independent liberals eventually refrained from atten­
ding the conference or why their names were initially 
listed in the conference's circulars, presum ably with­
out their previous consent , are matters on which 
more will obviously need to be heard . Meanwhile it 
i significant that the conference has issued a call for 
unity ~f international journalists-between the orga­
nizers of the Helsinki Conference and the Inter-
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national Federation of Journalists whose headquarters 
are in Brussels. 

Superficially, the call for unity of international 
journalists' organizations is innocuous. But observers 
of the operation of fronts organized or inspired by 
the communists will not fail to notice that the sugge~~ 
tion is similar to that issued some time back by the 
World Federation of Trade Unions for .a united in­
ternational body of the working class organizations of . 
all the countrfes. The object of issuing the call for 
unity is the same in both the cases-to penetrate, 
infiltrate and expand into the democratic world, .The 
bid is to penetrate into the agencies of information 
and education, which the press ultimately is, in the 
non-Communist countries. Put forward in the nafue 
of press freedom and of freedom of communication, 
the plea secu red th e ready sanct ion and blessings of 
the liberals among the delegates. 

Admittedly, the credentials of the Helsinki Con­
f renee notwithstancl ing, its decis ions should be asses­
sed on merits. Its p lea for objective coverage of news 
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~}\oil J~Qi~i~ ~~i· ·rjjip·:t,;·,;r:~: r~ ~¥~~~~~e~J-~~~~~,1· : .'~;'! b~ii'~('.' ) 0~ 
~, ,. 1t·~r·· ~~:. t. ... M ... ~r~ _.l('t: ~ ~'·yx.: .l:J;W u!tl'.<t> ,r~r;Y:>~~rt~t 

·rc ... Jtj"OI' bon f; •''U ~ · ~:' :.>)J i . 1 1?•' J ( "'" J, '' , .:: ''·Aj ·iOHltf;J 005;. '.'J/0 .,_,,., r •l.,dr»r,. lAf.l· :·JuL~" 
• '{-fi.J:,;tqllo~!~,. tan J.operi] ~ettgr a~r;lres~e{l ·tq . M """ l;l,owo:rf!.f ast ~ prpm(n~n~ feJlqtQ-~f!.iJ~lling AmetiCP~ . fiOtJ.IJli§~, 'eli Af. r,.' E!fg_Elne 

Lv.otN. th~ d~{lflguiShed tournqlist and author .. of Assignment in Utopia and ot1Jer hoo"M. ' ffJlf ' lett~r ~ rep;r.Qduqt;'d. · it} a 
• s igh'tly tciflJriag~{l f6i'm . froTh : the New -Leidt!r 'iif New c York as it co'ull:t hav~ ) 'b~eh 'as J ~ell a(ldressed to 'fk~t&w,;:t((}t}'ellit/g 
· i!'.te1le,c ~~ rf~lifs:! ~~ur,try. It tbill be · re'ca1l~~ that Mr.' • Fast was s~dtTCel:l · by' thtdlis6lokflres made lirf lM h 'Kh'ffishchelfl~nll,; 
. iijouPtt ve}y .-cnttcql arttcle dbout the who~ epiSode. ·· •rf> ,,r · • rrr v10l l.,, · r • ,, ,., ~UfJ 'I> .thug 

. : Jfl;r:t.~i;f/fl!il~l.'· ! . ! • • • • ; • • . - to. explain them a:;;~¥;) tjb 
1jtisb£Y.'"~~d it!t~~~a'ft~~. !lhe' 

•~t·:Y~-r :~2,m~PJ:l.')ip ; .. t __ he . ~I).ailf1_,; Jfpr. ~f3r of. June: }2, hah_h · -i-~~Mi~~. ·ef9'tl?.f4Jl~' 4RP¥#t=J:qt1SV~~de_p~ioh~.+ 
-<l~~ w!hd' !h~ t-~~rif?l~ _.J,'ev:elabons JP Nilnta In due bl)!e 1 was to ·oesc~B'e ifltll!fu Wl>QolC?~si~'::' 

· ~qr,us. : .. .he . .. ~F;Ii.2 Slj£~e~;~ -~sp~,<(c}:i, . at t4~ ~Oth Congi'rss of m~nt in, Vtopia. . I ' krfo~c~h.bW_· '"lfbhi~]{)r}Cbl_ ~- fY. _'l~fe 
th~;~9~~ ~9UW11Jm~t J'.¥~Y .. , .a_tte~ts your shock, seems at first when yo!ll' Jd~&!!W~R~~e~: f~!.fa'i~t1~s1. 
qe~p§U · -~qd, ~)Jqost \.eqqo~.Jiagmg, y9ur sense of per- turn to _dust, when your' dream turBs: info -a:-1 'Ig}\t.!.' 
~091!-LKIJ.!lt ·~r~ loqg-t~e.:Gommunist: · · mare, when you discover thiit ~ds~ ~w]iB'n}~yW'%~{ 

You ·call th~t :SP,(ft;()h · ·;a.J'~tl:ange and awful docu- nounced as slanderers were tellin~ 'thd'~~l~'ti:u'th. itftet 
~~t;t:'YitbqJ.li.J P[l!~e~ .tin :h!~tory,. r : . a ,. r~cord of all. I ~no~.in short,what ,yo~ ar~ gb~~~fbri?}lg~<{:~· 
b~~at~~n J;an9,r pqraqqiP.i b~~qC:H~t' .that wP~, be . a I am ~ntmg you, also, > bec*u~e, r d~: n5?t r~~a~~;~U., 
l;ii~tp:~gr;Q.Jld s.~~met\\l,We:P.l.Rz;J', j9,,c~VP,1~ed: ~an. , Y Q~ commumsts ~s scoundrels. I 'know tlfa.t. illo ,t ;?!. ~li~m 
:t:!li;ifQ~clhY9JI{~~lil!!llfrrn9~,1~a,viqg., ~p'fl~: th11c.&l\S~~ ,apft we~~ dra~n mto. the mov~m,e~t ~y t~.e~ ~eart~rui~ 1 

: f(>J:h£itJJYr~i{Qfd>mtesJ , ~g.ffi!?-~t , <;~rJ:!Jf.~ ~9!.~-l\.I~~~efp ilp~mt, -by ail 't;mtrag~d ~ense of:4ust1Ce!.dnd. -a £nmve?lfattlihn_ 
, w,?icliiiyqp ,{U~ r~o~. ~? r(r;.,, .. 1 , • • , x-·; ,; .. ,., l. . 'ii .. , . social patent rmedicines-and ·tlrat·• not; mloofbthem 
. . Yt~4§ln'\lY.P.Y .s.w~.~i19y,?''~11 tf\a~ ,_Is 1~9.~Y . (fp.<;~u~~ rwJ~~! hav,e l;>een . irretrievabl:y corrupted.' ; The'iact thabs.o 
· ~;:hoJy: ,tou~ ~tMJtJ~t?) ~~f\t <X9~ ., will n,o~ Jait~gi":~P. many former commums:ts have fully recs>Veredi therr . 
t.oJ e~~!,C)~~M'flU;I;~~i!.9::\.l£~. rJug~crffi~ntp~~~h~~~!! . ,~'Qyj~t, moral sanity tells the•story: It lias a:lyvays - see_m~d 
and ~pe~:c.aHy :r..oM~JVceJ'!Jl~J>u,)?,tw- EJr.dg~: .. ~ever to me the· duty of• free men to off~qympath}gand· 

·again will I accept .the clever rati,qna,l~: vyl'l;ic.h app~ars un.derstanding to those who show. signs-of iwishingnto; 
to m.alc~ ~-~ns~~J?~t ~g~~ ,s<;:~qti,riy, tdo~~ ~o;l}~~·>. : . escape from the. co.mm~ll;~~t . rtrora~s : '". 9t.tJ •,r[; ~JIR• 
~~?Qn15l , IP~9Pl~J pa~E;,;,<;lJ~.m~ss~d · o)'~ur Jtate~e!_l~ ~~ ·. Whether . you are con~cwus · _. of ;It m;J;DQ.t; Mr.; (Fi¥t~ 

chiCanery..::.~JJ2Iece.A£;,tongue-~n-ch~et self;-cnbcts!D tha:t cry from the heart IS a cry for -help.~.~!:i!fheroJumn 
pre..s?ribe.P .t:byr,,.the ,, farty_, ~t~~lf f:or ;..;this . 9ifficu1t ~tself carries the pro?fs of how d~eply yorr :are rs.t~ck.: 
moment .. ·'' l . thiJ;ll<; ;they, ,ar.e I_!l}~~~e~·. , Tp me the m the morass. For m the· very mow1:mt~of ~sw~cp-p1g 
column trings ,tiJ.Ie; , ;I b~li~ve it must ri?·g to others to r~spect tr?th ~il~ abju.re. phony . rat~o:qalisat_igps, 
who ha-ye knowr •. u;t t~err time, ~he angmsh of a crac- you mdulge m chtldtsh ahb1s based on :transpanmt 
king fal_t:Q ;a!ld qankrupt hopes. falsehoods. ~ ; . r 

;¥our column is filled . with routine communist self- In your grief over the Soviet horrors, you fall back 
deceptions. All the same, it seems to me an act of upon the least clever of the standard rationales., ,!hat. 
cour~ge ~nd contrit,iop by a man deeply troubled. of equating Raws in free societies with barbar~n~s. 
What is .mo.1:e, it is gui,te t;vide,nt that the Khrushchev crimes in the Soviet Union. You continue to _- lov~. 
confessiooLbrougqt_, to .a focus secret doubts and America despite -its faults, you argue, and . t~e:.;ef~re 
re})~lli~bs_r~b!ch .. Ji11ve tormented .you for some !ime. can continue to love t~e So.viet reg~;mY _?~spi~~~ its 
Youtr;-s-tgh.IPf .. r~li~L:Ilt the1 end of the essay- And · faults. But you are too mtell1gent po~ tq . ~~~- t~~?,P§~ 
with .,this1s:ai<;}, Lfeel bet.ter-better . ~han· I have felt this deception, You must · know . in Yp'fli' he:¢, W,at, 
for a long' time" -makes this clear enough . . It's a cry our country at its worst is free . cotnparea"wi.t~ any 
from t_he heart. totalitarian country at its best. · ' 

That is wh'y I have decided to address you, and Take the matter of "civil rights, the sacred right of 
tbz'oi,Igh . yol,l. ;.thq~sands of others in the Communist habeas corpus, public appeal to higher courts, judge-
6rbit~, wpet.lieri' f.~ty ~embers or not who have been ment by one's peers" for which, as you rightly say, 
slial<en' by tbe' Kremlin's admissions of a quarter of a "thousands of brave men had given ' their lives." The 
centurv. of. degenerate crimes and cruelties. You worst you can charge is that capitalist courts some­
e._qjoy an ~dvahtage over those other~: You are arti- times have "mishandled and perverted" such I;ights. 
cUl~t~: , Ypii.' sep_'s~d, I suspect, that you were voicing Is that really a fair equivalent of the "bdrbarism and 
their.,di,stress as well as your own. paranoid blood-lust" in the USSR? Is a1,1 occa~ional 

Perhaps my own ordeal, though it occurred very miscarriage of justice the same as the total absence 
l<;lng a_go, gives me the righ~ to talk to you-and to of justice? Is our rare mishandling of. the habeas 
them.· You and they have Just suffered the impact corpus comparable to the complete demal not only 
of disenchantment in one shattering blow. In my of habeas corpus but of habeas cadaver? 
case the process was spread over several years , while As against the "madness and wickedness of a hand-
! was living and working in the Soviet Union. ful of Soviet leaders," you counterpose the conduct of 

I had never joined the Party, but I had accepted "t-/lcCarthy and his contemptible cronies." Again, you 
its philosophy, believed its claims and defended the are too sensible to believe that preposterous equa­
communist regime against its detractors. Then I tion. In the final analysis McCarthy, even if he were 
found myself in the Soviet Union and, try as I would as wicked as you think, is one Senator among 96 and 
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:Free~ :-first 

has t_o con~e d with a frFerpress and ~largely hostile 
pub~ltm.~ i ~:"\ oflu qurt5o,.¥ie,thtt~<lftil ~$~t~d~f 
Stalm, 'Ill asrodfates ~n exeeu'laoders; exerCisfrig 
absoll!te a?d _arbi~rary power over 200 mill~on people. 
• C~nl yb'u cbntirlJ:ie to·;jtistHy a·,Stalird,J?.1 terms-•of.--a·· 
~&~~~~~'f;M' , ~i~~ ,yqill-! c9..~s:9~e_nc~?, : 'Yp1,1r __ t: aijt · ifr~<iijXJ:Jtw~·:"'~Ur.~e <fubltl, ,~t1l ,pnly j::Ompoupq ,y,o:qr 
guilt, ~as long as you do not allow yourself to disting-
l!i h bet,weeu ~ .I>imph~ fin_c;l a cancer.. . . 
i .~.~~~e~tJAeticliW ; t.(j, ·_ c9p,soJ:e .·y~nirsJ¥ ;~y: .c~~lipg . 

t_J?-,e_ ~ f,Q~~W,~ 19f ,J3t~llii, ! bY.~#I,s .. ,S~Vi\'fp~ . ;fehl,c;)w -~d~i ~ 
n~~ -?lle, .p!_ 1~!f:i ~~~ar,tf(,P,ID.~, )~~hcab<,>,~~ •. 1 of change. 
~tit . ;w,p~!,_. m; 1q9I¥-~qn ,sense, IS so hear;t,~p1n& ·about 
~CR£~J?1~ce.s ~~_o,_ :flylojr. ~heif. , P,ead chieft~in, ~ithout 
~gnntJ4Jg }~1e.rr . ~Wl,l guj.lt, without renouncmg_, the 
ff}ljt~ if>.this. ;qJoop~lust~ without · eyen at~empti11g 'to 
expl.~_n:w~~tJ~j~ iq, t?~ ,Soviet system th~t . ~~abies 
t~w J¥19~~ , II,ili.urp,a,~ of, ~~s ·I~aders to take ~o~al r90i_n­
IJlfl.JlJJ pf t4.<1· count~y; ,a,np o~ .t~e world C9!flll14l_l1St 
IA.911t:W.Yn~~ r ·:i,.; ... ; .. ,, , ... n; .. · I• •. ; ,;, 'J:. 

,,;Having read the ·Khr.ushdhev speech, ,you know that 
he .did ,nott renounne.Jterror as . such, .but only t.error 
again~t selected pe'ople. , ·He fully _ condoned .·stali­
nisf J ffameups ·c ~~en used =·: against "enemies" l.ike 
Bukharin ··pr rZinov.iev: < W_hy. do ;ypu fiQd tlmt ht:J;p-t, 
eni~g(..l L<S}lreJ¥ •y6u under·stand that fl.S.Jong · as arb,~­
tranyrViolence-'-what yollr o.wn leader; Eugene Denpis, 
c~lls "the use of tortures ·and rigged trials':-C!an .. be 
employed against "enemies". by the very dictators 
who alone decide who is or is not an eneiny, nothing 
h~s changecL , ·, • . . . 

And the 'Kht~.:shchev inventory of horrors, as you 
p-oint ·out •yourself; was selective. You cite his 
failure to · deal with the persecution of Jews. But 
you might have gone on and noted the more startling 
omjssions. ' There was no reference to, and therefore 
an ·implied approv~l ' of, the · brutalities of forcible 
coll~ctivizati<m,-t the system of slave labour on a 
cliilJing . scale, the · fake elections at horrie and .fake 
:Plebis'¢ites • iD. captive East European ·countries. · 

-~M,ti6r ~§ . 9.6W1'loye ''sociaH~rri" -or ''what yoh per-' 
~.o41~llr . · tlfnW t]iis . · coy,et:W9i~ . lne.an.s·~y-ob , prQCI~~ 
that certaip fundamental human values are more Im­
p~i-ta'nt '' Tiittse You sum ti.p as·"the iioly right bf man 
to his own conscience; his own dignity, his right to 
say what he pleases when he pleases, to speak clearly 
and boldly , for the truth." · 

n is an admirable summation, and proof that you 
ar~ not utterly lost. But how, by the test of such 
valt,t~s, can you persist in loving and defending the 
Kren;tljn ,nightmare? Do you truly believe that con­
science and dignity and truth are no longer danger­
ous .in Soviet Russia in this the fourth year after 
Stalin's passing? 

A journalist whom you can hardly dismiss as a 
capitalist lackey or a gangster of the pen, I.F. Stone, 
has just emerged from a visit to the USSR. What he 
saw and sensed made him suffer, even as the revela­
tions about the Stali n period make you suffer. In his 
newsletter of May 28, Stone writes: "The way home 
from Moscow has been agony for me." His frien ds 
urged him, in the name of expediency, to remain si lent. 
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But,P~ tells them: "I feel like a swimmer who must 
. ris.e lo the"suraq: .or his lungs ,wpl~~urst." -; ·· . • 

-' So -stone 'do-is risJ Laird blurt but· fhi truth ·he-has 
so belatedly discovered: "This is n'ot a good society. 
N9 sodi~ty:i~ gdo~l'iir;which· men fear to· 'think .;.u.\hi'uch'' 
1ess speak - 'freely . . . . When a 'sy~teni'·breeci mbnt 
ster~, 1 as : tl;!.ey 'say their secret-police : sys~~n?.~9t:;g£~sr 
monsters for 20 years, then something must be wrong. 
with the system .. . In any free country, !l.f.ter, ~imilll;! 
re\;'elations, a whole ...new se.t of men woHI&baVe .f>een 
swept ' ilito pow1?i'·'ai .. earhest of 'rea1' chah~W..!) 1un'( 

There, 'Mr: Fast~ ftdin '' 'sm.lr~e yt'ili canri6t wlib1Iy· 
disown; is a fdtthrighfv~OiCt ·: ori the '-~?Viet''tl(rn:\~' 
-not as it was· in' Stalin's time1 1:hiti ·a's 'it · i'~ · riow:··~t"is' 
a verdict reridere'd ·on the':b'a:sis '~f ·'Wdse \.ery -~u@~· 
you agr;ee must . take precedill'rce . over the abstraJti6n 
~f "sos~al~sm". How cal) .:YOIJ. ignpre it? ·· · · ::) J 1.1 • 

At on:e point you write: "It is soine comfdtt' to rs-a.y 
that 'Ldid not krtow the faCts · ih 'the··· Khrush"chev: · 
r.epbrt." . Bfit you can't leave 'it ra~ that. : You~fflnst; 
ask ydu'rself 'why ~ rna:n of your' ii:Itelligence1r~th1iiffe'd• 
ignorant"b'f facts known to' the overwhJ~~~ing mkjori!Y 
of civilised men, facts accessible to you lin-any library.- 1 

Few pb,en'omena in history have been as extehsjVely 
r~~f~;:t_~d''*~ t~e CS6'1et, regi~_e. Tpi3~e :ar_e -~';1-~~ierl~ss 
qop~s;. m~morrs_, st:upi_es ·-'-:- by · foreign ~bs~rvers, • by 
sc~6l~rs, ,'b~ : nina.Way _ S6vie~~· oflh;ials, by: .f~rmer _!~n"· 
mates of .sl~ve camps. . · · . ' "·~ 

How ma'ny' 6f them have you · read with an . open 
mind? · There is little if'anything in the Khrushchev 
iJ1~:Hctnient of the regime that has not long been com-' 
mon 'I<twwledge ·among ' free ~en. Isn't it true t.~.l!:t ~ • 
you did not kriow because you did not dare tq Jook -
facts in the face, becaus~ you _liad . accepted -~r ais-· 
cipline that cannot survive exposure to truth? 

Always there were weaklings-you count them 
today 'among your comrades - who swallowed the 
"clever rationale" of the period. They crawled back 
into' the . f~tid womb 'of the Party for surce:llse .from 
thr . paff!-, .~f thinking ;and I the 'ar~a,d Of ftdin~, Th_e 
~XJ:Wrien:c.e, h~wever, ~~ft . thrqbbirl~- w~un~ m the~r 
souls . whiCh never ·· qmte 'heiiled a,nd requrred · con b..: 

. n'uotlS ttea;tmebt witn~' the··! opiates of selfdeception:· 
:Every subsequ~nt shock ienewea the pain .·and ' the 
bleeding, calling for yet stronger drugs. 

Will you join this company of the damned-those 
who, because they know th~ truth they deny, envy 
eve!l as they despise their .know,-nothipg comrades? 
The rationale for this period is already available'. in 
the long thesis by Eugene Dennis (Daily Worker, 
June 18) which, while your present state of mind 
lasts, you will recognize as a brew of lies, half-t~tiths 
and stale slogans. You need only close yqur mner 
eyes tight, drink it down boldly, and be at peace 
again, at least outwardly. 

You say, in concluding your column: "I know ~f 
nothing better than for a man to feel whole and say 
what he thinks bluntly." That great reward , which 
you seized in one heroic moment of cri sis, can be 
yours always, if yon succeed in throwing off the 
Communist weights from your heart and mind. Un­
like writers of the USSR, you st ill have that blessed 
option. E u GENE ' L YONS 
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--- ~eciew 
Stalin versus Marx 
• '!; 

·~~1j ~Sf~~~~~~ ~~~~tr;wi~Trtd~Iai~~do~o~(&te German) 
. •.miJi$, is ~~a. r(i)in~kable• bQok that 11~c~.e~9.~ in a s~~ll 
"'~J.. :..:compjjss of about 130 pages -lll,egnp,~g a vw1d 
iii~g~ti~to:.the,~~ahg;e,t.w · ~ood hl the psrc~ology of 
SOviet leadershlfJ undW! '.StahQ from the !}rirties of the 

-~~-ntUry. 1 is ad~ise.dlv entitled "Stalin versus Marx" 
fof;' it . ·JJJpf~ i th€1 ~' ot'affiatid 'r{(vetsal frotn · Marxist 
nidicalism to -.Eussian national conservatism tinder 
the· ;;egis, of 'StaJii:i' as tlle shadow of Hitler lengthened 
oyerx. Europe. :-· · 
·:nlfhe' author' ilh~sttates this •critical change. in Sqviet 
(qeology chiefly in two fields viz:" histbriogiaphy , and 
i 'h ...... ,. . ;f ..... ' ' .. :'•' ..• ' " " ' , .. 
I guistlcs; •,l' ·,<) f•,P<; .\ c·J.r"'.! ,,· :_:·.\)'c' .. .' 

· The Soviet view· of.histoi:y was Marxist in the 
ipirt~l ;pll,~e ~~~9~ ,~as, ,~xe,mp~i£l.~fl . rP.f~::~mi~~x;ttly _by 

• the famous Soviet histonan Profess()~. M~ail ~Ppki:p-
;vs~y-.~hq1i~ ~M ag~ttrn , PP.¥~ _, pp. ~~-.~!story 9.f :.~~ysia 
:was..J gppfep~~;tte,<:l 1 by.:·,• .L,tin,m h~mself. But · aft.er ~0 
yeats of t'cceptance; ·the old professor who died m 
1930 was condemned. in T932 and his doctrines repu­
diated 'and small '' )e14ous 'D:ien who were' opposed to 
him we~e' set'' up . to' 'cry ' hilj{ ' down and . to . write fan 
exactly oppo~>ite version of the role of. Russia and of 
the Soviets in world history~ · · i , -
. It was the accession of Hitler to power that started 

' this de-fence reaction in Stalin. Marx ·was an · absolu­
tist.· He held a universalist version of history with its 
laws of the dialectical development of classes in 
accordance with material conditions of production. 
Professor Pokrovsky had made these Marxist dogmas 
the basis of his interpretation of the history of Russia 
stressing •the conflict of classes and the role of the 
Tsars and the aristoeracy as exploiters and oppressors. 
The' imperialist expansion into the Asian East under 
the Tsars was duly portrayed in Marxist terms. The 
"iron Jaws .of history" were exempli£l.ed in every phase 
and character of the Russian past and the relations 
of Russia with the West. Personality was played 
down, moral and religious factors were put in their 
place as passive reflections in the "superstructure" 
powerless to affect the course of events. 

Now all this was _changed. Soviet Russia was 
painted as the quintessence of mankind, as the 
people with a mission. The past of. Russia was ex­
tended back to remote Chaldean times. Subsequent 
history was portrayed in the succession of stages of 
development wherein Russ'ia was shown as the pace­
maker and "midwife of progress" to lesser people. 
• The second issue through which this change of 

front in ideology is illustrated in the book is that of 
language. Stalin's famous five letters regarding 
language (held up by the Soviet propagandists as 
epochmaking contributions to linguistics) acquire a 
simple meaning in the context of national regression 
described in the book. 

Language is now held up as the product of the 
life of the people reflecting not class culture but the 

"'· c ,.. "' ' ... --.tr . 
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1
which {v~s ~tressed' by the Interliational Press 

Institute at its recent conference in Tokyo-is, for 
example,. , unexceptionable. As a general postulate, 

· the ;principle' affirmed is basic to all pressmen. A,nd 
as many speakers at the Helsinki Conference pointed 
out, there is no denyW.g- :that . the.:politic~·Rf t)l~;Wld 
war p{ten makes ,a Jl).ochry.:qf tlw, , p,I}I;r~:it~ffif~tq,Mi!l 
c'ategorical impera,~iye .~d· ~~ ~ M~tfll~ ~Jie.,~ti1, 
as Mr. Pothan Josepll .point~d ;.o~t Ji~ 1 :W~-~ron<;rluding 
address, the moot question is, whether there. is any 
universally ' accepted standard for. 'judgihgoobjectiYity 
and tiuth; also, if truth and jourrialisrri :-are i'.to !-<-Qe 
comm.ended as · abstract' .virtues ... ffhe !(quest!pn.s 
clearly transcend · purely dialectical ! cons~derat:~op's. 
More important still, emphasis on truth- aiiclo.Pje~Qti­
vity is surely meaningless and a little too A,l:!iv.e;(~hl:fn 
rio attempt is inade to ensure that the ~epresenta­
tives of the communist countries are as keen to honour 
thein ;at ·hothe ·as' they 'applrrentlr, la.re to·"}rafeHth'e!D 
honoured in the·· democratiC coiinti:ies.-rf ,Iif• Ciommti­
iiist c6untries the press is an organ of the State. 
Freedom_ of information and free and unhamp~red 
clisserriiha:tion of news across political frorltil:trs ·are' .for 
thefn <ri}et e slogans. r '·:·x' · ; ·-~vn·'> 

The simple-mindedness · which the nb'#:~G"oillmtinis:t 
delegates seem to have shown on this issueP.eiisily iJed 
up to the other futileaffirmatiqns. Of, the~e ~h~ .most 
interesting is the recommendation abq{I.t ;We - ~bplit_io~ 
of censorship on pre~s d,espatch~s af!,cl o.gf~~p.~ UP, , ~.f 
sources · of informatiOn to foreign ·press ; c~rrespon­
dents. The conference eyen rec.ommentled ~~~~ i~t,~r-' 
national movement of JOtunahsts and unrestncted 
issue of passports and visas to journalists willin~- to 
travel abroad, and the bringing together of radjp . an~ 
t elevision programmes, as well as of technical material 
relating to the press. All these suggestipns ar~ · a~; 
mirable. But the question is, do they need to _be 
practised by the democratic countries alone, wliere 
much of these obtain anyway, even if somewhat 
inadequately? And it is precisely this question w~ic~ 
no one seems even to have cared to raise at Helsinki. 
It will be recalled that even during Mr. Khrush~Ifev's 
and Mr. Bulganin's visit to Britain, the Soviet leaders 
categorically reject ed the suggestion for free commu:­
nication of news reports, radio messages. etc. f~om 
Britain and other countries to the Soviet Um.on. 
What the Soviet leaders specifically rejected during 
their visit to Britain, their country as well as the otlter 
Iron Curtain countries are unlikely to accept at ·the 
behest of the Helsinki Conference. 

soul of the people as a whole. It is eternal. Every 
language more~;er car~ies a national .mission. Th~s 
"Great Russian acqmres a predommant place m 
Soviet administration. 

In a word, the dialectic and universal rationalism 
of i\t[arx gives place to national psychology and re­
lativism. This revolution in ideology is shown to 
amount to a kind of new Fascism-a strange meeting 
of extremes. 

M.A. V. 
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