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~erala~A Lesson In 
'!(~:.•' '.; l ·~; ' 

J~~~egend Buildin,g· 

-----eedom rsl 

that the p~culiar, rarified. and cosmic. atmosphere e:x:­
clusively Indian would make humanists and dem~ 
crats out of communists and communism ·is bound· to 
lose its sting once set in the political environments 
regulated by the Indian Constitution, and the "non­
violent'' traditions of Indian heritage. 

·-"·Kerala;oif;·was--f-ondly· believed:·would' ram·ENh~' ~bi:ffi" 
munist sprew and mak;e her genuinely democratic and 
peace-loving. In fact, the certificates · 'issued by 

1 · ··~ - ,; ,. · . · the Prime Minister last year in Finland that the 
1:1~9~:f!:NDS ·constitute the lfi?st powerful weapo~s K~rala · Comirmhist. Qoverm~ent was act~g with. i?rci"-
. _,.'.·-~the armoury of commumst strategy and techni- pnety; th~ comp:t.imei!gU~!yen _ by PJ,"esident PraS)ld 
que .. ~J(erala constitutes a powerful legend- in com- ···on: AugustT5,-1957 'in Trivandrum that :"I am ha'ppy 
mllllist' strategy for India. that this · grP'lt experiment in your Shife is going to 
EiTlie· first legend about Kerala was about the "first serve as a great lesson not only to othet States btit 'to 
popPJat ministry of Kerala". Should this legend be the country as a whole as an ·example of.Ct>-existehee 
qu~tiphed by the fact of earlier democratically-elect- ... ; and the kudos given by .a true "soqi'<l.listic C6i:!­
ed,'~Q'ngress ·ministries, there is the magnificent alibi gressman", Mr. N; V. Gadgil on commllllists· "eradi­
for ·the "ac-curacy" of the legend, viz, "The Commu- eating corruption"-all represent this typeiof attitude. 
nist~Ministry is the first popular Ministry in Kerala How facilely · the communists have 'eh!io'liraged 
after ·State reorganisation." But -this legend has not these legends and counter-legends to suit . tl;leir ,pur-
)een seriously questioned even though the commu- poses can be · now evaluated. . 
lists polled a very minority total vote. Congress too For instance, the fallacious assumption tha.t having 
ules in the Centre and many States on the same to function within the four walls of the Constitution 
ninoricy total votes. would seriously irihibit communist subversion of 

The second legend is the one about communists democracy has just been successfully blasted. In 
Jeing automatically equated with "people". Opposi- every one of the series of incidents reported from 
:ion to communists is "anti-people". Kerala, the communists could provide an alibi under 

The third legend is about "autonomy" (gradually the Constitution. 
leading upto sovereignty) of States in relation to the 
Centre. 

The fourth legend is about "functioning within the 
,lfu'ur walls of the Indian Constitution". Tied up with 
' this legend is the one about the AmritS"ar Thesis of the 
Commtinist Party of India on .. Transition to Socialism 
through democratic and peaceful means." 
· . The '.fifth legend is about the integrity, and austerity 
of ' c6nt'muriists · as indivi<:luals compared to other 
partytnen. 
': Th~ ~sixth legend is about their e,xclusive capacity 
to:.'solve all problems facing humanity whether in 
l<.:erhla, or India or the world. 

Above all the main legend is about the inevitability 
,of C<?miriunisin not only in Kerala or India, but, the 
whole world. 
·<dlfhese 'legends have been alternately projected in 
relation .to Kerala with a cynicism and contempt of 
peoj;de1which only the communists are capable of. 
> Gotinter legends generated by Congress, Praja 
S~cialists and other parti~s have only gone to. contri­
bute to the communist legends. One such is the _pet 
h_~Ji~LJmiversally prevalent among Con~ress leaders 

\.Yhen non-communist trade unio£ . .> had to be liqui­
dated, this could be done quite effectively under 
the four walls of the Constitution. When political 
opposition has to be intimidated or even comp~~~ely 
decimated, this could be accomplished wiUlin . the 
four walls of the Constitution and under the Amritsar 
thesis, As to the verdict of people in elections for 
the future, the commurusts could ensure · even.1his 
under the ·present environments. . ~ . · : 

There were sneers from many non-communist 
circles in India when charges were levelled against th~ 
Communist regime of manipulating . and inflating 
electoral rolls. The very same question has been rais~ 
ed in a West Bengal constituency where the CoJ;lgres~ 
is in power and the communists vociferously pointed 
out how this was and could be done in relation t9 
West Bengal. About Kerala, of course, the commu­
nists dismissed these allegations as the frustrated 
ravings of a defeated party! · · · ; 

The machinery that has to administer election law 
and procedures is the execiltive machinery. An ana­
lysis of the limitations of the present admirustratiy~ 
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mac~ :~iir!l.a _' .. ~q:_f~J.iJ~fQ~it_~fei~tfpl o~er ~ssues projrcted as red-herrings. The Police 
rolls cou , be m~ptpulafed. r~; firmg m Luckno• v and Ahmedabad and the issue of 
. When at'Amriti~r ~ongress of the Communist Pa~, . Centre vs. S~ates' rig?ts on ":hich the Communis, 
It was proudly prbcla1med that the Kerala Communist( Party stakes 1ts all, will be prOJecteQ.;Jo prevent any 
J~ty_:_!,l~s !J_e,~~ - a_k!e_to _~oubl~ th~ party membership :ipping of the Communist coir c~ai,rof Kerala. _,This 

~,. fi~~~1is;u~~s~£--~~;~:~ci~Vi~~;k o~~!e~;h!6~~~~--,~; -£~~~'bci~~~i:~;~tk~~~~f~;!~h&aa:nJteg:~~rl 
mous significance implicit in this was completely lost where t~e lingmstw passiOns are so fav~mrable t0 
on the country. E~en the all powerful Congress Party commumsts and so much against the Centre. : ;I 
ruling in all States and at the Centre could never Madras, the present language controversy on Hin 
raise for its State party in _one year a fraction of this can be merged with the cry of the communists. ·-'-, 
4!-?-~e , ,arpot~rit.. How ~ould the communists do this ~n ·' ~~er sjJ:lp(( tPfi. ~jly,tM co~tnl}-~!_sgtoOls• ?V@t'.<P,O~~-
~erala alone? m Kerala,-'they have sedulously generat&li! the illfpr€­

-' 1 The · ariswer lies Jn the "progvessive measures" ini­
tiated by the Cofhmunist Government. Soon after 
taking over power in the State; the Ministry announced 

-- th-at-all-State contracts fonmch-works as · minodrriga­
tipn, labour contracts, road buildil;lg, handloom sales, 
£~}ling of trees froii! ~orests w;ill henceforth be given 
cip.)y to "Peqple's" (;ooperative · Soc;:ieties. Within a 
short . period, scores , of · communist-controlled co­
~pe_ratives m.u~hroomed up to J:>id _for _ (;c>Verillpent 
contracts and the kick-backs the party got from these 
contracts .1-:epresents a form of . organised corruption 
upl}nown even tp the most cynically corrupt Cqngress­
~an in any State. 
· T~ese unpleasant facts are only gradually coming 

to light. · But their lessons seem to be lost on 
everyone. -Impersonal killings usually do not shock 
human i conscience. That is why liberal statesmen 
"deplqre" or "deprecate" violence. But calculated 
and cold blooded murders could not be swallowed. 
This WaJ probably why the execution of Imre Nagy 
shocked many who were not so shocked by the earlier 
Russian savagery in Hungary. Similarly, Pandit Nehru 
until the first week of August was not so shocked 
about Kerala affairs which he hitherto described as 
conflict between two political parties. It was only 
when 5 Congress partymen at Varandarapilly and one 
PSP worker near Trivandrum were bruta1ly murdered 
by armed Comrnimist Party jathas that the Prime 
Minister was deeply shocked, and went out for an 
01,1tright condemnation of the regime and the Party. 
For this he has invoked the wrath of the C.P.I. 

sion that Kerala is more or less an independent sov 
reign ,qati~n::sfittej qoyer9y, ~·M,.S,. p~$ .. b~e,n itroje 
ted as "the •heat:L _of \a: sovere~gn :' Statli\ ,''~n'¢gqt~tin! 

_ with the h~_a<;tpf,Jbg t[p.ion .GoveJ:nmenL .. .Relatim", 
between Centre and State are sub~ly projected as mm 
in the form of "Treaty"•relations-_than a Constitutiona_ 
relationship within the Indian union. Their recent gest­
ure of "inviting" Prime Minjster Nehru tq. visit~.fl;leir 1 

State 'to look and see thii.gs for . himself smacked of,a'R 
implicit assumption that they were willing to .c;ondes­
cend to the extent of inviting the Chief o£ 'a different 
"Nation" to visit and pronounce _fair ~judgeth(\nf on 
the affairs of the "new Indian people's reptiblfc'!,d lAll . 
this hue and cry planned by the Party on the iss'11ez;d{ 
"intervention" smack of the same line that -•intema; .. 
tiona! communism takes in international : 'affairs 
about "foreign intervention." In this conte"xt· it ·iS 
worthwhile citing the following extract from the'l'esO-' 
lution of the Communist Party Executive . meetin~ 
held recently in Tiivandrum:" ")( 

"The issue before the people was whether the Con 
gress Party could be allowed to use its authority ove1 
the Central government for its partisan ends ·.md se. 
at naught the democratic verdict of the people o: 
Kerala." (Hindu, August 13, 1958) ·' · 
The Communist Party's official weekly New Ag€ 
made it clear in its issue of August 15: 

The Kerala issue is ilow successfully clouded 

" .. .. The onward march of the people against 
Congress policies is not possible without a defence -of 
the Kerala ministry . . . . Popular ·. press,ure must . CQlJ_h 
pel the Left parties within Kerala to . .-, join with _tlie ­

by democratic forces to defeat the Congress game." · .. ': < 
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It is in such a set-up that the Kerala Governmerlt 
tends to promote or sabotage India's foreign !;I:~q~,· : .Jn 
the plantation industry, the : communist -pol,l,c~es ) ar~ 
so aimed and directed that India's foreign . exc;h,am~~ 
position would deteriorate. -- Simu}tan~ously Cll$hew 
and pepper deals are put through with · th~ r~fl·:vi.E1t 
Union with the Kerala Government , enc<;mrag~~ 
cashew and pepper industries on the ,one h!lJ?-,<;l rp.nd 
the Party getting its kickbacks from the IQ,~r,c;:h~:~-nM 
after the deal is put through. . . , 1: ,,hrfvt 

Kerala repr~sents an advance ,fieH:l headquartersJfor 1 

communist subversion of India. :The ' existence.,of 'tthis 
base made Mr. E.M.S. Namboo'diripad "to ; problaim 
a warning to everyone. This was no indis~retion , or 
idle threat. · This was a notice, a notic~ of cori.fiden~ 
strength, not of a last ditch losing battle. The wa-:-ning 
has been given. Will free India heed it? :i' ,· 



Notes 
lity1 .ll>htpho'1dingrth'e~Coostiftutimi :tmah~I!-s,u~g-· i ~te,~~ 1

· 
doiln mP. ·e<!ual li:iglU:s ~to1citizenk;aU·rovert;the ·. £o~ 
cannot adopt • a iconiplaGerlt attitudet'wheh :they;iare · 
beiJ;:1g thris imperilled '.in: one part.(6f.the~ country. ;iL t1 T 

' . ,.l o • ,.; 

Hypocritical Cry 
·;Alarming ·.:Plctrire" ,. ___ ,:.,:: ... ~- ·1 ~·.! L Ls ~ .-
h iu.Y·! " ·L.:.~i. Jr·~~~ . ~Y''· E C · p f 1 d. · d t 

t;~~~~:·:~D)~;~t~~~r;: ·:~~· ~ !~H~t.Ji5fs!f£~p~~~mEg~~h~~£i 
·higl,Wgf\t the , pan~erou~ sd:u~tipn tn_._ at H_. -~ dey~loped bases its opposition-· ta•the; probe :o~ •the ;grolind !oLtlte 
' iif~;Ker;il~-- uriP,:er_· ttie · Cdfu'mU:~ist ·Mipi~try: ' One ' was autonomy ,of . States. . The ; GenerakSecretary ·of the 
bl~¥,~9 'qy-pr! $·r )13. ' M~pon, )?i:"~Ih_ipe~~- l~ader .. C?t the Party; Mr. Ajoy; Ghosh :Stf1:ted; in the course of al·st>3.1!~ 
I!;~~f;~)~- ;~~w~~; : ' It- so~~rto w~~.e a ;di~C~S~lOn, ~n ment: . "Wh~n :we oppose: a ; prob~ by ~the·! Centre,Lwe 
1ilie/seno.Us siJuatwn ansmg out of the failure · of the defend tHe 'Indian Constitutil'n and democi:a:Gy. ;What 

.. Kli~l_a~·;GpV;e~ent .• to,,£up.otiol};-JP..-~a{lcqr.B.anae~~with is 'orrtrial·in ·Kel'ala ·is ·not .communism'bubthe·iEldnsni"'· ' 
the Coilstitulion." · The other moved by the leader of tution. - A proBe by the Centre will be"an intervention 

. the communist group, ·Mr. S. A. Dange, sou'ght b ceil~ in· the ,autpnom_ay- of - ~e • · St~fu. ,:r ~y . lill4~~~.ati~ . 

. sure 'the Prime Minister and other Ministers for 'inter- actiop. . agamst . the Gommumst·· MitliStry,:·whichrllS ~~ 
ferin~iDt~e:!atltninistration 'fof, Kerala by l~ne.sided' symbol ·of -the ·future; 'will be :ceonsideredf'atr ratta-clv·on 
statements. __ _ __ d~.I!!9.<:1':a_gy@d_:!!:u~ _~oTI!m()p. ·p~ple~<>.f i_tll<:!l ; Stat_e_;Li c:ifi_r __ 

- -:r Both c iiiotiO'ns were ruled ·auf oroi:der ·e:in.· technical This is, indeed, a strange pose -fox: thei commuru~k 
.g_~:o.llnds : · ~It }was agreed, however, that a discussion They have all along been llie 1,1pholders of· a 1s~ong 
on!!tJieJKetala situation was desirable.-and it is likely centralised State: • Al-l ·comrllunist ,,flov:erm:ilentsdare 
·that ,ajuitable .-procedure may be evolved to enable strong centralised- 1police~ State8 ';whi¢b ; ~o.;.nobraUow: 
Parliament . to:,~Hscuss the issue. The discussion, if it the _least autonorpyto .any iof.f;beir; co~~ti~l:mt g~ro~ 
takes·- piace,.,will enable the people at large to get a regtons. A demand for autonomy; Is .. regatrdtld )as:J a 
cl~ lpicture of · what is happening in Kerala. · treachery to the State; . ' In :view; l:>f :this 'recordF{:lleir 
1;_, The. picture as it has emerged out the statements of present advocacy of the right> of autohpmy is, fo ;_;say 
Gongress .and Praja Socialist leaders and reports the least, sheer hypocrisy: This h)rpocritical ' cr}r: :in, 
of disinteres_ ted observers is, indeed, alarming. In a· favour of the rights of States as against the auth<?.rity 
recent speech in Emakulam, Mr. K. A. Damodara of the Central Gov~rnment will no~ carry conviction 
Menon,. the President of the Pradesh Congress Com- to anybody. .. _ · · , · 
mittee, charged that the Communist Party had placed The Communist Party forge~ mort)Qver -~at the 
itself above law. He alleged that Communist Party Constitution of India, though federal in character, has 
~mbers were murdering, assaulting and intimidating cast a specific responsibility on the Union Government 
political opponents chiefly Congress workers. He to see that the Government of a State is carried_ 1 on 
mentioned that militant volunteer corps of communist according to the provisions of the Constitution, 
labour unions, including tappers' unions, went round Article 335 has cast that responsibility upon the 
in_ jt;eps and trucks during the recent students' agita- Government of India. India is one country and funda­
tion . assaulting, intimidating and terrorising school mental rights are .guaranteed +-o Gitizens all. over the 

· children and the general public. Another charge country. If any of those fundamental rightS are denied 
levelled by him .was that the right to transfer officials to citizens in any part pf the couritry-, -the -Cenyal 
w.as b~ingused by the Government to intimidate them Government has not only the right b :1t the :obligation 
to -submit to party bosses. Praja Socialists and other to intervene. · 
opposition leaders corroborat.e these stateme~ts and What is sugge_sted ~t the mo~ent is o~ly . a~ inquir)r · 
ID~fe many other equally senous charges against the and not any direct mtervenbon. . WhY.-~slwuld -the 
Ministry; ,i Communist Party fight shy of an inquiry? ·If, as they 

· 'J:!AnF,inde~ndent observer, Mr. B. G. Verghese also say, they have nothing to hide, they should 'welcome 
.t~lls~ Jl _ SimUar,·story. In the course of an article in an inquiry. If the inquiry establishes that--there w~s . 
'Ih~ Times of India he 'writes: "In several areas of the no lawlessness or feeling of insecuritY ;in the : State · 
StaJ~ ~that I have just visited there is a widespread and that there was no violation of fundamental rights; 
fEieling of insecurity, a fear that life and property are it is its opponents who will be exposed and the ,hailds 
:Q,Qt~:safe and that a person can no longer always de- of the Ministry will be strengthened. ·The vecy-rfa:cf 

,. pe~~l;on the police for protection or On the COUrts for that the communists are SO nervous about fhe dnqUiry 
jl,l§_P,ce;'; Another conclusion reached by him is: "In and oppose it so -vehemently strengthens the s~spjci<frl 
· &ixteen , months, the Kerala Government has succee- that there are many things which they ;desrr'e ·to hid~ 
P,.ed,' in ' identifyihg the Party with the State. The from the gaze of independent observerS. ' In com~ 
pqpular impression is that what is being witnessed is munist countries the rulers usually raise ari fron1 cur;:: 
Government of the Party by the Party and for the tain and hide what they are doing from the eyes .of 
~art.y." the world. The Communist Party of India wouHl 
: This is a shocking state of affairs and the Govern- have liked to raise an iron curtain' around Kerala; 

tment of India which is charged with the responsibi- The Constitution having stopped them from doing 

. ~-· ., 
• .w..""f· 
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that; they would at least like the Central GOvernment 
JlOt to go tbo 'neadmd see for itself. what is. happening 
in · th~ ' State. ·.· The cry about the Constitution . and 
I:q.dian democracy being endangered ·by an ·inqu,iry is 
just silly and preposterous. 

Perrenial Problem 

A·. S years go by the}ood problem is becomin,g more 
. . and more intractable: This year; according to 

official calculations, the country is facing a food ·de­
ficit of 6.7 million tons after taking credit for all 
imports that it may be possible to secure. The pro2 
duction of food grains this year was only 62 million 
ton.S as against 68.7 milJ!ihn tons produced last -year. 
While there has been a fall in production there has 
been an increase in demand, over a_ million tons being 
accounted for ·merely by' the -increase· in··population.· 
On the other hand foreign exchange difficulties put a 
severe limitation on · the imports of foodgrains. All 
this has ·made the problem more serious this year than 
what it was last year . 

.. " J'here was an angry debate in Parliament over the 
problem in the course of which Congressmen as well 
as others severely criticised the Government for their 
failures and shortcorrrings. The Millister for Food and 
AgricUlture had : a hard time defending the policies 
and ·actions of his Ministry. His ·excuse that the Con­
stitution had placed the primary responsibility in re­
gard to food production on the States was too feeble 
to merit any attention. 

The debate has yielded one useful result. It is a 
fr~k confession by the Prime Minister that he did 
not realise a 1ear or two ago the importance of agri­
cultural production as he did now. He said: "Speak­
ing for myself I learnt a bitter lesson slowly and pain­
fully. I realise now that there is nothing more im-

a portant than agricultural production, more especial­
ly food production." He said that it was absurd for a 
Government to take shelter behind a bad monsoon and 
assured that the Gove~ment and the Planning Com­
mission had now realis~d that there was nothing more 
important in India than agricultural production. At 
another place the Prime Minister explained how a 
sense of complacency had set in in the earlier stage of 
the Second Five Year Plan owing to the increase in 
output that had taken place during the First Plan 
period and how it had led to a shift in emphasis in 
favour of industrial development. It was now reali­
sed, he said, as never before that the 'oasis even of 
our industrial advance is a stable agricultural 
foundation." 1 • 

This is a very welcome declaration. But if it is to 
be acted upon, it will be necessary for the Govern­
ment to effect a radical change in its economic think­
ing .. ~. J:he emphasis in economic thinking has been so 
ldrtg on the development of- heavy industries which 
has · resulted in a woeful neglect of the immediate 
needs of the people. If the peasants are to be per­
suaded to produce more it will be necessary to give 
them in larger quantities the goods that they need, 
consumer goods as well as such goods and services 
as manures, seeds, irrigation facilities and credit. There 

September 1958 

is an "acute-shortage· of-censURlel';"goods- as-.-w~,-~_s.:,~f 
fertilisers and other essentials. ~The former Finane~ ·· 
Minister, Mr. C. D. Qes,l_lm-q-kp;}~id at one pla~e tha~ 
the Government should have spent: .more moneym pu~; 
iil1g up fertiliser factories th~n in buil~i.J:?.g steel pl~t;!; 
One may legitimately ask Mr. Desbmtil<h why he did 
not think of this when .·he was in .c4_tJ,rge of the finan­
ces (If the countr)i. But that would not affect the 
validity of the suggestion. And the suggestiot;tds 
merely illustrative. The main point is a new . Pire¢­
tion to the thinking on ecop.omic pro'Qlems, t;nore yrrip~ . 
hasis on developing agriculture, the basic indu:~f:rY 
of the country, than on building steel plants . a,nd 
machine-manufacturing factories. Unl~ss tl,J.is' cha~g~ 
takes place, the .Prime _Minister's statement will re"' 
main a pious declaration and the perrenial ,food 
problem will continue to plague the people and the 
Government. 

Asian-African Writers' Conference . 

A SECOND so-called Asian Writ..:rs' Conference is 
in the offing. It is goi_ng to 1Je _helc} _ _!1.~ Ias~ent_ 

in Soviet Russia. Its scope has been enlarged this 
year by the inclusion of African writers and it is going 
to be called Asian-African Writers~ Conference. .. 

The first Asian Writers' Conference was held in 
New Delhi in December 1956. It was arranged as~ a 
communist show. But the last minute intervention · of 
Prof. !Jumayun Kabir and the heroic efforts of Indian 
writers like Mr. Vatsyayan and Mr. Padhye prevented 
it from being altogether a communist show. The dele..; 
gations from other Asian countries were, however, 
predominently communis't in colour, active efforts 
having been made to keep non-communists out of the 
conference. ''-

:Meeting as it will be on Soviet soil, the second con­
ference will be far more blatantly communist. Non.: 
communist -wTiters will not find it possible to go there, 
while communist writers will be provided all facilities 
to go there and parade as the representatives of their 
respective countries. To keep up appearances a few 
non-communist writers will be invited and may be 
accorded travel facilities and generous hospitality, but 
they will be there only to lend respectability to a 
communist show. 

The Executive Committee of the All-India Centre 
of the P.E.N. deserves compliments for taking imme­
diate notice of this sinister move and sounding a note 
of warning to Indian writers. In the course of a state­
ment published in the August issue of The Indian 
P.E.N., the committee has stated: ~'As the acknow­
ledged representative body of Indian writers, the All~ 
India Centre of the P.E.N. wishes to make it clear 
that it cannot be a party to moves savouring of politi...: 
cal exploitation of writers or their organisations: 
Freedom of expression is a fundament~} principle of 
the Charter of the International P.E.N. to which all 
national Centres and individual Members subscribe. 
It is well-known that the writers of Soviet Russia and 
other totalitarian countries do not unfortunately 
enjoy such freedom of expression. The fact that when 
the first conference of the series met in Delhi ad-
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hoc. arrangements . were made· and the, P.E.N~ All-, · . :Fie blamed politic\abrl!il#~~?f.c>'e~t:fE!: ret: 
India Centre "~as ·?~9f ;~sked'~fo;' ~mninafe thpAp4i.~if q .Ill~ Yit>~M~.~fu 
delegation as sl)ould have been done, would appear vwlent society could never be est:a:blislloo 
.to oindicate that there was a desire to by-pass the re- ' political parties vied with each 
presentive organisation of Indian writers. · To · this .. larity. He said that in order to . . .. · 
aspect ofthe questionwe should like to call the atten- fluence among the masses poJiticaJ , p¥-ties s,ow<::~s 

· ___ :tion:_,'.o_ J :_:Pl_ e_. •?_el!l_. J:>~:s ·. a~ci ''Friends" of the i f-E.N. e':'~n s?ught to '<'9ntr,pl}}1e. fV-iM~ o,t sW.q~q§::, P¥;P!~<i? 
\'~e,Pf1:1i},+H <L(J l"'' '· '. · ' · 

1
' · . msmg volunteer corps as hmbs of therr . parti~· rS!Jeli 

' · '" ) .e\SoPf:the auspi,ces ,u:o.der .which the. Asian and attempts al!lounted .. to , pefrayal; pf,':qeffi~~~q~ii;~., •~>· 
~' . . _Il:..~ Writ~!'{ Conference is ·· being organised, its were like stabbing dep:wcraqy_in We)~ac:fl~,li~ Cl.,. . 
8P. ~9G c9f.;;; nUletjng<,and:•other citoUII1stances; dt would _It is ti1ie, as 'pbihted :o4t by Yilibb~ji. tha,t ;tfie,, · 
jtgpeCifr tl,lat ;-political . inspiration plays a big part in cracy that· is ·. now est11bn~hed iJ) t~~ cs>.U.~f · · · ' ' r ~: 

;, ~Yl~/~i;!tir~~~moy¢•· .. P<?~tic:s , l:las, . howe_ver( no , place ,in ~?\yed ~rom E,urope: ·. ,~t· 'w~lL.b~ . gri"W#~ .' ~9~ ,,,~ tij~~ 
· ~!JJ.~,-f•lf'N/~Qrgan.J,Sabon-; · . In. these• . crr~umstances the It.rnusthaye m I11dia. a,ll tll,e featurys a,~~ 5 , a,.r,~t~£ertr 
,·_J~_ .••. ?>_ · -~._.s;_u_,._.ti_. __ .; .. ·_v_.~_· .~._c· . o_· .. f:!!ID.·. ..l.t. tee., thi. Iik. s_. It .app. r_opnat.· e -t? ' s. ou_·· nd · a SbCS ._.th ... at It po.ss7s. ses. m __ ·.. E.l~_ropeap. .. ... ?O_ -~.'; , _tr_' .. I. ~._. 'i . . ~-- . .a_·. __ , m._._·-.··.1 ___ .-~_, •. '!H2t~;r9fi~~wap1~ng i, tt? :,b~n~-fide : Indian .wnters. who of ~e~ ~e the pro~u,c~. of the r.ec4¥ar.,~n~tf98·,~ 
'.'pl~flbe ~nclmed tO,r rpartic~pate . m •the movement. . It ... . ?btm~I?g .:?. ~?.~,~,?~~p!fi,Et~.: ~t ).Y;!IL~~J1ti~l~~RJ~~~s>,. 
~!~~i~~en,.twl _ltP,a~=lithesct-·.~J;IteFs ·,~whe> ·are~'Memqers· of" · ~sub)'ect " lliem to ·a careful sc~tip.y .?fq, ,tq ffi~,~?~~P¥ 

.. · · -ln,.q~1\ ;.Centre , qf the P.~.N . . should know the c~anges that may .be. ,n~cess,a,ry , ~o ,~1t,n~,;J,l1q}~~l 1f...pf3fl~"' . 
. - P~Qf.~xtP~; , P,JP~~I(E;l, , Co~~rfi!-(JE:f a,I}d iunger~ ti?ns. .t\~Y . such . s.crut~y ypd~ctal<en .. py :YWt<JRI;\1f8!ila .•. 
~drtP#c~;t,I~:ps .}jefqre lifey decide to associate hi~ colleagues will recem1. ~~ poope~a,t~prt, R1 ~: i!Jl 

_ ~· , ... lt~~~ ~d: .'ili~t India~ write.rs~ili ~k€l, d1,1€l .. democrats. · .,, · ·. ·,_; : :' j i\t~t,:l · 
1ffiff~?t;r·wl~riiill ' n ·· ··llieiilafan. ·P.E.N. · ' '""''"· . .. .. · ... ' ,,, . g . y . " ;; 

~-y ' .'" 

Fitting,: Tribute 

;~;A~~N:-; ~~gsay~ay. Foun~a~on deserves . to be 
.~l;t,~omp~~fite4 ·· ·o~ ~Its declSlon to grant · Its ~t 
;,tward' to 'Acharya Vmoba Bhave. The Foundation 
wirs>~tablishei:l-last year to perpetuate the merribcy 
of:;the lPfesident 'of the Philippines, who died an un­
tilftely ·death in an air accident, and to uphold the 
ideals that characterised the life of the late President. 
!f.he citation accompanying the award states: "Acharya 
Vinoba, like •the' 1late President Magsaysay, is a hum­
bJe man who has abiding faith in the basic goodness of 
human character and the tempering effect of the 
hutniHi' conscience: This frail, retiring desciple of 
Gandhi who works in the non-political sphere, now is 
in his seventh year of walking through India asking 
those who have land to share it with those who do not. 
He has ;sought nothing for himself, least of all recog­
Jiii'i!!ln (;foj_yJlis achievements, .and has won the high 
'r1\.S]?.¥twf. hisJcountrymen." This is a fitting tribute to 
"the ·gteat qualities of Vinobaji. The grant of the 
a\varg willbemniversally acclaimed in India and all 

. QY~TJ.th¢£.\v.orld, , ; 
:~~f!f6fif}- :;.o:~~\. :f -:;1 ~;' ' 

'r.t ,t•:ni·r f S'ome Home Truths 
tti ··~ -~-:~?J<J/f} '~f ' - : 

,;,y~urse1 of~ ·spee6h at Dhulia, Acharya Vinoba 
f~~;t6W' a: f~~ h,ome truths about how political 
· eliave ,wliich d8$erve to be noted. He refer­
:~~di-kitig , of the party system and said the 

,:i\w!es_ fu;th~ c;Runtry failed to re.form each 
' !lu~~ they ·all pursued the same mm of cap-

,, . , :W:~t~ ; "Jf, .ope p§J.rty, he sai~, chose ~ can.di­
electioi1 to a legislature by virtue of his bemg 

. ~'ffigtrtber of a 'predominant caste another party would 
select a similar . ·candidate to oppose him. Thus 
pattj:es,"irt' their craie for power, often fostered com­
munalism, defeating the very purpose of democracy. 
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·ToWard;s ··Economic Democracy 
:by M. R. Mas~n1 

N' 0 reasonable per~o~ w:ould~avil _ ar an.yth~ng ' that 
· . Democratic Soc~absts ,say if soc;1al ,Justice ~9 
ih~ _; happiness anc;l welfare. 'of the people could be 
sedured through the kind of philosophy they proclaim. 
·There is, however, a point at w:Pich pne finds it diffi­
cult to follow their line o"f thought. They argue that 
:it 'is not enough to talk in the abstract . of human liber-
ties -·Clr irid~vidual freedom, but . that one must think 
of 'the · exerCise of these fre.edoms ip. a concrete situa­
tion. , T6 'th$ . ex.~ent taat ,excess,ive inequalities in 
so·~iecy ' limit the freedom · ?f . the individ~~l, they ~e 

,.:r;ight ..... Their thesis is that a .plarmed . .SQGlaL,pr_d~r. 15. . 
. consistent with the furtherance of indi:yidual freedom 
.ari~ of politic.al demo9,r~cy. o.ne. waul~ not ,ques,tion 
this provided one defines the li~Its of plapnu,1g. . . · 
";Many who do not call themselves Soeialists · also 
believe in planning within the four corners of demo- . 
~racy. The--point of danger is reached, however, 
when the economy becomes essentially a Command 
Economy and one where the freedom of choice of the 
producer, the investor and the ~~nsumer is .paralysed 
by Jhe domination of the planner; the expert and th~ 
bureaucrat. To this the socialist answer is that so 
fong as free political institutions sur .. ive, so Ion~ as 
farliamentary Democracy is there, so long as adult 
franchise is there, so long as an independent judiciary 
~s.there, so long as the Constitution is there, we can 
hltord to mo"e full speed towards the Command and 
totally plarmed economy. 
· I am a firm believer in parliamentary government, 
but I fear I cannot claim that any Parliament, whe­
ther in Great Britain or elsewhere, has yet been de­
vised or created vV:hich can democratically control pro­
cesses of far-reaching economic planning. The incapa­
City is inherent in the nature of the decisions that have 
to be taken by the pl~nners. 
· One has merely to look at the n.ature of decisions 
{vhich have to be taken if an over-all economic plan 
has to be democratically discussed and voted on in 
Parliament. A few examples of ,the kin<;l of priorities 
br order of values that would have to be decided by 
democratic vote are: How many cattle should be 
t eared in a particular year and how many should be 
slaughtered? What crops should be sown next year, 
how much of each cash crpp and how much . of each 
foodgram? How many trUcks should be allowed to 
be put on the road, and how many private cars? WJ:at 
irre the social equities between the demand of the child 
{or milk and the right of the farmer to a fair price? 
Should the employed workers in employment be kept 
af.l<;>w wages or should there be mechanisation, . with 
1rlgher wages for the workers on the job and greater 
~mount of temporary unemployment? There ar~ 
hundreds of similar decisions, involving complex phi­
losophical or metaphysical questions of right and · 
wrong, to be made by a parliament if it were to try 
and sit in judgement on what is good for you and me 
and what each of us needs next year to be happy. 
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The m~ment somebody else deqides how .you should 
be happy, you can take it that your liberty is in .da~~el'. 

This is not something abstract. On the contrary, 
it is those who ·. argue that · a · totally planned' eebndqiy 
can· .be . democratically administered . who b f!.te beip:g 
abstract and theoretical. They are not facing the 'fact 
that political and constitutional safeguards . atre ll9 
guarantee of economic or political liberty oiice 'the­
freedom of choice of the individual is surrendered to a 
set . of planners or experts. A:nd that,. uilfortimat'ely; 
is what total planning must involve. . ·' ' ~" 
, ... ·what then is ·the guarantee of politic'al and ecdn&. 
mic freedom? The lesson of history is that power can 
only . be' checked by countervailing power. 11:ter~ 'i_~ 
n<) way of rationing power not even by means :of a 
most beautiful Constitution .in th" world. For· .in:.. 
stance, the Soviet Cons_titution has been d.escrjb~ as . 
"the most democratic Constitution"-on paper. Arid 
yet we know that there obtains in point of reality the 
most brutal undemoenitic tyranny in . the world. 
This ugly ;eality obtains not because · Stalin w~ 
a monster or because Khrushchev is one, but becaqse 
of the economic system of centralised State SocialiS~ 
or Capitalism. The militant Socialist leader oJ Bq­
tain, Aneurin Bevan, has observed that Stalm 
became a tyrant because he was all powerful and not 
all-powerful because he was by nature a tyrant. He 
grew into tyranny beca~se the char!lcter of the Soviet 
Constitution enabled him to do so. I would amend 
this statement only by adding that not the charact;er 
of the Soviet Constitution alone but that of the SoVIet 
economy also enabled him to do so. Mr. Bevan could 
not afford to say that because then he would have to 
stop being a Socialist. 

It is the concentration of economic power in the 
hands of a few people that ends political democracy. 
No paper safeguards or courts of law. can prevent the 
surrender of this political and economic freedom when 
there is only one employer, viz., the State, only one 
trader the State Trading Corporation, and only one 
trade 'union the Government's Labour Front. It is 
this that h;s driven Mr. R. H. S. Crossman, British 
left-wing Socialist, to point to "the Socia!ist's dile.m­
ma" that in trying to .liberate human bemgs? whiCh 
all good Socialists try to do,. they themselv,~s mcrease 
the danger of tyranny. His words are: Th~ State 
bureaucracy itself is one of these concentra!wns of 
power which threaten our freedom. . If we mcr~~e 
its authority still further, shall we not be endangenng 
the liberties we are trying to defend? The growth of 
a vast centralised State bureaucracy constitutes a 
grave potential threat to Social ~e~ocr~cy.. Th~ idea 
that one will be disloyal to Soc1ahst prmc1ples If one 
attacks its success or defend the individuals against 
the incipient despotism is a fallacy." 

Many democratic Socialists in India ~o~tinue _none~ 
the-less to insist that there can be socialism without 
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~~~e~~f:~\~~k~~7$_i,~~~dt~J!,d ~~~! ~;- P~~!~~ "- ~~dP~~&fp~{~~Jk~~SY:bf[~~~e;~~~· ~6lli~~i- - , ~B~ ' 
conclusive . on the pomt tl:iat all known attempts at so-called co~~perative farming which is foist~q;ori 
liberating individuals through State socialist methods him in ,Russia, China and elsewhere in the narr:ie '6f 
have failed and must fail, because they only result ·•socialism. - . . . .. .. , ,~, , .. :,-.,; .-• 
.in creating a new·-ruling class ·more brutal and more Uet \Is e~~min:e the ro~e of the: .investo~. ,E??,~~'c 
·..exploitative than . that which · they hav~ ' destroyed. democFacy ·'mea'ls· the nght to mvest . yoot <savings 

,:Gan'd:hiji was , ~ble to see this long before evert the if~ you wantto ;or to blo,w the1p ·uv .in htJyi~~ ~lfaf~yer 
.mQstl;mature ;lof democratic .Socialists in ' Ihdia. 'To- y:<lm:want. Any ·system of society that ihsis'ts ,th'at ''ftfu> 
:day,:)many of ·us, led by Jaya ;Prakash Narayan· seek to save y0ur.eainings or any .part of tMl'n 'is. th€l'negat1~h. 
:follow his line•ofthought. ··. · ;· ... : ·' •· · · .· ·oh'lconomic'·aemocracy. The''l-ight 'of th~: 'invti'sl:Bt" .fp 
. . .. In' order to · appx;eeiate· ,the: ·concept . of economic inve.st or · n0t to invest an~ · how to invesFf~ · ·~ ~£-?ndf,-'­
:;dt-;moc~a<!)r' and .ascert1iin 'iN'1what 1Cfobditions 'it':ca'n mental freedom. . . ·. I,,: " ... ,·de; '

1 

· JIU;ive,<let us · taki:f briefly ·:t:4e eJ~:ampi~~ · bf v~riqus ' Finally, there is the consumer. We '·at~ 1allt· ~bl{­
iiie.fflb.~rs ' of the ·ecbt:tohiic coin:&unity . ... F~r instance, sm:rters, Economic democraCY for the consmnef 'lle§l'fil 
tn&-~wdrker.' ' Ji'h 1n' eboiiomic demOctady, . l:4e workers the freedom of choice ·tO buy . What•he wants';Ii al)s~:lfu 

..X$,erc~l'~ jh~ ,J;igbt,,to orgat:ti~e trad<,'l~ linionS; and the ._frg]Jl __ buyin~h.at ,he.,does...nQt..w_g,nt, .and. to:~U.yi~f';r, 
-:rig'ht · to"strik~: La.st ·year in Parliirmel:i we had a price that is ·acceptable. The· only system \vhich j~iv&s 
P#&,~,~}l§ing po~i?on w:tien ,tl_w ,Socialist Go~e~nment you_ as a consumer t~s ·right .is that · 'Y~~re ,th~~~a,1ts,. 
p~'tJp.lli~ .':Whi~p )?tqfes$e~ to, h~ve the interests of the of the market prevail. Thr?ugh the ·law ··Of ' su~ply 
)Vqtkyrs ;tt heiut, wanted to take away 'the right to and de~and, .the consumer influences the pa~E;Jm. of 
sjilke(of 'millioiiSoOf State employees in this country . produ~tion. The s~m total. of a,ll_ ~e COfiS?~er,'I:'>re~ . 

-9Ii' the ;groun:d tliaH:he interdts~o£-t:ne,-Five::Year' Plan· · ferences that. are. daily exercised IS _the pressure op~the 
. ~!i~- the' (~qverb.ment I!!USt {::o:r;rie fir~t and the rights producer to decide ~hat commodity to produce1 and 
oTtliEF worl<ers :h\.ust be subordinated to interests of what to stop.producmg. : · . · .,ll .-•Ju 

~~;·~~~; ' !,'h~re ;\v_er¢' ()~iY,-: ~9 elein<:lD,ts which were So far, nb system to equal the openttiori of tife-,Ia~~ 
. ~r~~P,ar~r~; , to~~istt:lnt]y . to, ~~ject' this, thesis. On ,the of the market has ~been devised. That is 'becausc:{~M,W 
onel han?; tH~re was tlie Comwun1st Party whiCh, laws are a reflection of human nature and an"expres'­
i ¥Je j)a)iipg lip_ . symi.Jathy to the Plan, wanted to sion of enlightened self-interest. Economic demi:Jd:'~~ 
wt&:l< 'it; and· disrupt the economy of the country so cy is guaranteeJ where the citizen goes to rriarket·:ma 
·fliat t ll:i'th{)ir desperation arid misery; the people might casts his ballot, not once in five years for Parliariieiif, 
adopt the Coinrhtuiist path. And ori the other side but every morning, afternoon and evening. Tha:t '.is 
W¥ ~yself, a believer in Free Enterprise, who rea- why in communist Yugoslavia and even in Conimr n~ 
lised that the freedom of enterprise and the freedom ist Poland to-day there is frequent anc appreciativ~ 
of the worker are very closely interrelated and that reference in articles on economics to the laws qf ·th'e 
one cannot function without the other. market. That is why in Yugoslavia there is the talk 
.. ~ose who believe in a totally planned economy of "Trusteeship" by those who run the factorieS ~ , 
!u"e precluded . from arguing against the truncating of To say all this is not to argue for undiluted laissez"!' 
the rights of free trade unions and the workers' right faire. While the laws of the market must prey5til, 
to strike. I believe in the right of strike. I believe while individual freedom must come first, there · are 
in the right of the worker to choose his job, to change limitations that are necessary ir the interests of avoid­
~~: jqb,.,~o . s~op worl~ing individually and to stop work- ing economic anarchy, prevenbng rapacity, and mlti.!. 
1pg . colJectively._ This is all part of the laws of the gating social injustices. The role of the Sta~e ·tq 
m~~~t1 :_, The li).ws of S1Jpply and demand lay down regulate economic activity to the extent-but orilf .to 

··ijia.tr,~ye:cy . m_an has. a right to give or withhold his the extent -necessaty is accepted by all of us. That ·iS 
labour . . No Socialist regime in the full sense of the why I believe that the alleged clash between Demp• 
w.o~d ·<;fU+. ev~.r allow that right, because the socialist cratic Socialism and Private Enterprise in India.' tol 
plf!ilpers .P.~ide at what job you and I are most need- day simply- does not exist except in the confqse(i 
~d;;,; :W;hen tl}e State is the sole employer, we become minds of Marxists who want to keep alive ari antithe­
R9l}WPt~d,. i slflv~ ,;~stead .of being free citizens who sis that died in the nineteenth century. The' ·t~l 
have the nght .to give or: withdraw their labour. That struggle is between the free way of life ·and tota:lif~'t 
is ;}'l'hy aU communist-countries-and they are the only rian communism. I believe that a planned dem6c.ta­
lggic,alJy. State .socialist on.es-<have destroyed the right tic · order is possible, provided the planners krlow 
.tq,stril{e,. which is made punishable by death, and have where to stop. We have to feel our way, stt:ip by ·sfe£? 
q~sg-oy~sJ aU trade unions as instruments of collective to the mixed democracy. ' " .'•' 

\;P.arg;iining; . The preservation and growth of economic del:i\q~ 
'(f ,tW,P.at -is . economic democracy for the peasant? It cracy call for a system of checks and balances, 'which 
-i6flp.s right to own his land and to say: "This land is provided by autonomous social forces . These ·are 
~s .mine, and I shall decide as to what I shall culti- free peasant proprietors, free trade unions collective­
vate on it and .what I shall not cultivate." The moment ly bargaining for industrial workers .and finally free 
his right over the plot of land is taken away and some- enterprise running factories and industries and corrf.,. 
body dictates to him in the interest of the Second or peting to serve the needs of the community. People's 
Third Plan what and how much he will grow on that enterprise is thus the foundation of economic freedom. 



·'f'h.e. _Light "' Of Per~onality 
· by Rev. ,,T .. Mascarenhas · 

.· . • <t . . . 

O~E~f _tl1e_handicaps in.~he_ ~ode~n way of speak- ticket he holds, but because of .the features of body 
.•. . , .mg 1s to use t.'IJ,e word mdiVIdual when we mean and _soul that emanate from his person. I woul!fl,ils~ 
::P~~~o~\' .·. I~: is .. 11 ~u~.ndic~p, bi'J.cause ~qday we hold. no to . speak of . his · dignity-that is too ·solemn •. ',L.woul~ 
bnet ,for ,tlje ·mdlVlduahst philosophies . of the cflptta" like to describe him as a 'bundle of rightS and:~duties,' 

.list _ p~,riod. This handicap-~~ noticed by Jacques -that would be too political. I.would like·to;;telL.you 
,MarJtaw;"w[tp says: "See with what religious 'pomp that he is a poet, or artist or .. accountarit, a~ if>tlJ.::lt 
:the,,1p.odern; :\-Vorld has prpclaillled the sacred rights mattered most to his wife and children! I do·nbtkndw 
of the individual, and what a price it has paid for that ho~ if is. But e;xistentially, the best part ip maJJ, the 
proclawation~ Yet was , there ever a time when ;the pith ()f his personality, is also expressive of~his : ; {.i,~ 

_.individu~l w,as more 9~m,pletely ruled by the great lationship. This duaL ~acet of 'per~on' ap.d ·r~Ha.~ism' 
1an<;~n.ymous pow!3r~ of the Stat~, of Money, or Opihiop.? spql!-l<:l h7,lP lift ~ socialist from the ~og of 'indivj.d~;t~ 
~a. tJp. en. is the .. ,mys .. te.·ry? ... · ,there.· is no. mystery in· ... i.t. li~t term.mology. .·· . . , • ... ; .. 
It Is srmply that the modern world confounds two .' I now_ le~ye . ~e r~ader to. ,make ?-isl~!-!-P .. O};IW-~~-~ 
things · ~hlclr-ancient wisdom ·h;td ·distinguished.~ It ·-the home and formulate a mans relationships . w1th .his 
cop.found~ individuality and p~rsonality." corim)unity ~ ,race, country, state, and even th,e : wprld 
c ; Suppos~ :you look at an electric ·light and speak of 'family,oftnat!'. 'Bu(let us not forget to learit~~~tj:ahi 
'iLas. a .bulb, you leave out of the definition something l~~~o;:i.s fr.ow tpe home. Firstly, a man is bom,))1, !-l 
-bright and existential, viz. the light. So also, if you certain home, . ¢ommunity, cultural and linguis,tic 
speak·of man and call him an -individual;-'you·leave group, etc: All hi~ relationships are not contractuaL­
out the very light of his existence; viz. his being' as a Some are existential. Some are traditional or cultural 
person; . To :carry the ar1alogy further, a bulb is like O.r distomiuy, inasmuch as he .is p;;trt of a soCial orga: 
.an . individual, ·. be~ause . it is a unit enclosed . within nism. · A g,reat manx of 'his relationships are also '<con? 
i~elf but divided .from all other things. Individuum tra~tufll. Jn being a member of the state, many ~f ,his 
FJSt quod est ,i,ndivisum ,in se, sedquod.dj,pidtur ab a,,lio. rel~tiqnships are existential and fundamental, ,in~s, 
J:his connotation of, being en~losed iLelf and divided much as he . is vested with inviolable rights; terme9. 
from otQers .is refl.lly a worry (not a mystery) . to the 'hunian rights'. And many of his duties towar.ds' the 
.socialist. This vvorry will not afflict a socialist if, instead state are fundamental, not contractual, inasmuch as. he 
.9- the wqrd ,'individual' he uses the more ancient word is born a citizen. · 
'person' . . . Th& 'person' connotes not division but re:.. Socialism is most laudably concerned with 'su:ffici­
lationship. · When the electric bulb is switched on, ency' of rights, freedoms, jobs, food, houses, educa­
you have necessarily to think, not of the enclosing tion, supplies etc. It wants this sufficiency to reach 
globe .butof the current. In the current which sus- every member of the state and community. In enun­
tains the light in the bulb you have an existential and ciating the minimum rights and means of living, it 
fundamental relationship. . achieves a certain egalitarianism inasmuch as it com-

pels the haves to bow down to the 'have-nots'. It also 
If you stand in a bus queue and get a ticket, you claims the rights to exercise certain compulsions in the 

are marked as an 'individual', viz. a ticket-holder en- name of the 'common good", conceived in the above 
titled to a seat. As sut:h, you have no face or feature. egalitarian sense. All this is excellent. But let it not 
I~, at this stage of the argument ypu grant that a man's look upon its- compulsions either as a necessary evil, 
'speciality' comes from his person, from his subsistence or a diminishing of rights, because this sufficiency of 
as .~ spiritual being endowed with reason· and free will, the minimum in rights and means of living is really a 
then ryou know that the word 'individual' falls short comprehensive · good. Look how a good father and 
of the full element in man, his best self, which com- mother treat all .children as equal in the sharing of 
prises both his freedom and social being. That word their love or of the cake on the table. It is the sharing 
'individual' always connotes possession of something which is the good, as against individual selfishness. 
apart from others, with no counterbalance of relation- A family which does not have this sharing is fopnd to 
ship. It is also based or,~ the quantitative factor, which be unhappy, · evei:y single member thereof. ' ' 
knows nothing of the spiriJual sharing: because in Therefore, if sharing is the justification for socialism, 
spiriJ:ual things, such as knowledge, we can share with even in the above egalitarian and centralised . sens-e 
others . Vl[ithout . losing anything; nay more, in things (all the children are under the father who sees · that 
of love (assistance, co-operation), we can share with each has at least enough), then I plead that the word 
Qthers and .thereby, through- richer relationship, be 'person' be brought into use, as it gives the pasis ·'of 
om;selves enriched. certain . rights, sufficiencies and equalities through . its 
,, .. r_et ~s go hac~ to the man ~ho bought a ticket and connotation of essential relationships. A personalist 
travelled home m the bus. Till he reaches home, he philosophy and termii10logy is more vital to socialisJri 
is only a · unit in a collectiVity. But on crossing his than to monarchy and capitalism. Socialism has . to 
threshold, he becomes a 'person'. He is now no more deal, not with a conglomerate 'common good', but . a 
a faceless individual. He is a husband or a father, network of common weal, done in a common measure 
or both. He is loved by his wife, not because of the to the weal of each and every person. 
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tl~~'·tew , 
Irsid~ R~ssia Today 
·;,: by, John Gunther, Hamish Hamilton, Price 25s. 

-E' : v¥.~ 's~~e John :.?unthe,r _first hit the headlines 
.· _. __ · 'With}ns best-selhng Irunde Europe, h~ has never 
had to Jqok back With every succes.sive "inside" book 
of 'his; 'he lias gained ih stature as a political journa­
li.st '(}fthe first order. _ Inside Russia Today, described 
4s ·_his most challenging assignment, is his lat(')st -and 
p~rpaps -t"4e bt;st of them all. . . 
' 'W~ft?m the ~pace of its 550-odd · pages, Gunther 
pr(')~e~ts ·in an objeetive mariner an extterrlely infor-

_,!n~~~JJ<;L fascinat~g .aS9Ql1nt of S()viet. life )n its 
Yl.l.St exte1,1t and bafHing complexities. A glance at the 
list of contents is . enough to impress the .reader with 
m~ -. : ~M~i' _\scope . and .· magnitude of Gurithef's task. 
J!i!e· _jpu' VVill fmd <:hapters, to menti~l;i _only _a Jew, 

- ~:P tlle§piitJriks,on MoscQw, on the SoViet J?,eoples and 
their" leaders; on dB-Sta:linizatibn; on Soviet science· and 
e9:l!cation,, _ arid on peace _ and co-existence; ,in other 
~<?tgs, ori all those subjects that are today agitating 
th~ minds 'Of the politically conscious people m wqat 
il! rath-er loosely described as the free world. And it 
~y well _ be ~aid of Gunther that ,he touches nothing 
that he does not adorn. . -

. forGl.mther is known for a style of writing that is 
lit o:rice terse and lively. Take this for example: 
"'Moscow. is the city where, if Marilyn Monroe should 
walk down the street with nothing on but shoes, peo­
ple will stare at her shoes first. . . . Clothes have no 
shape; but then neither have most Russian women". 
Could anyone else in Gunther's profession have driven 
the point home in a more vividly imaginative manner 
or with such economy of words? Apart from the 
liveliness of his writing, Gunther's political observa­
tions too are shrewd and penetrating. A couple of 
excerpts taken at random should suffice to illustrate 
the point. Says he speaking of education in Russia: 
"The Russians have the most formidable educational 
machinery in the world, but they are also the most 
ignorant people in ,tile :wor~d ap~:mt ,affJlirs outside their 
own country". Then again: · "One ·point of marked 
interest and importance, which is often neglected by 
Americans, is that a country may become friendly to 
Moscow not merely by reason of Communist subver-

.. sion or blimdishment, but because ... the Soviet system 
'appears to offer more than ours." 

Thus a massive array of facts pieced together from 
widely scattered sources-from newspapers, official re­
ports, books and articles on Soviet affairs, and so on­
are interspersed with. first-hand impressions, observa­
fipns, anecdotes and . t~tbits to form a mosaic that in its 
d~sigii -and ~xecution is very much Gunther's own. The 
outcomeis a book that is, to quote· someone else, 
"hu·gely alive and readable". 
· This is not to say that Inside Russia Today is flaw­
less in every way. It has certain defects and 
shortcomings for which the author has had his share 
of brickbats too. For instance, it is a valid ground for 
criticism that a good many of his ideas will appear too 
familiar to those who keep abreast of contemporary 

political. writings ··by weU.known:{ experts., '..()n ·)s-oviet 
affairs.-.. on the;other, :hand,~· the dubbing:of rthe;book 
hy some :ofhis critics as superficial arid of\Guritli~r- as 
.!'master of the once-over-lightly'~ is equally· undeserv,;; 
ed. Gunther is no scholar,· to be -sure. ·And: he ,ha8 
never ·pretended, to • he either creative ·. or. intellectUal. 
Indeed, on · the "tery ·first page of the book under r~! 
View he has been modest enough ' to describe -it>as ·'ta 
reporter's job", though in point of fact it is a :ldtmure 
than just that. 
. Be that as it may, there is no denying tl1at in his 

power to marshall the most important or the •least 
known facts about a country and present them with 
ru:es~g luci~ty, G~nther h~s }10. eq?al. With?ut 
this g1ant of a JOurnalist and lns ms1de books;,which 
~av:~,~~~,~Jli~riM~tlxJ~IllQ-.9~,. Qoi;J,t~mPP.racy . .,p.olitical~ 
literature WOU!Q nave been much the poorer. It is, 
therefore, no mean recommendation to say of his.lateSt 
work -that of all Gunther's books, Inside Russia Today 
is the greatest. 

Azrz MADNr 

The Interplay of East and West 
Barbara Ward, W. W. Norton and Company Inc. New 
York, Price $3.50. · 

THE book contains Sir Edward Memorial Lec­
tures, delivered by the authoress at McGill Uni~ 

versity in Canada in 1955. These lectures are, in a 
way, extension of those delivered by India's Vice­
President Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a year earlier 
at the same campus, under the same endowment and 
on the same subject. · The theme-the relationship Jf 
East and West-is not only interesting h:3torically and 
politically, but is also of great significance in the con.;. 
text of the present world situation. For more than 
hundred and fifty years, East was dominated by the 
West and it was natural that Asian nationalism arose 
as a reaction against the Western domination. Unlike 
European nationalism which breeded mutual hostility 
and conflict between the Western countries, leading to 
two devastating World Wars, Asian nationalism has 
tended to foster mutual sympathy and understanding 
between the nations of the East. Although . nationa'­
lism is now an outdated sentiment, its emergence in 
Asian form has proved progressive and dynamic and 
has shown great potentiality of development into 
political and economic democracy . 

Mrs. Ward after discussing the points of conflict 
between the East and West, pleads for complete co.; 
operation between the two. Mrs. Ward is conscious 
that while the West is advanced, the East, barring 
one or two countries, is backward. She, therefore, 
wants West to share its prosperity with the East. She 
observes: " .... we in the West, a group of nations in.: 
eluding Western Europe, North America and non-. 
Asian British Commonwealth are in fortune and re~ 
sources the lords of the earth. We are as wealthy in 
relation to the rest of the world as was, say, Andrew 
Carnegie in relation to his steel workers. Thus in a 
world made physically one by our Western science 
we occupy the position occupied hundred years ago 
by the privileged and the wealthy within domestic 
society. The problem is: do we complete the analogy;? 
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DO>I\Ve Jiecogniseihat,we1s'aved {reedo:rh 'in' tl'J.e West formulating objective criteria, watc4i~~ th_e, p~o,_gt~~ 
oy · s'haring·~ealtlband ;opportUniW·witli the mass of of the Plan and advising right pollc.i,e~,)~t~.i (;a~gg 
people . 'Within £the Jstate,· apd musf :now • do the · sa111e asserts, "the Plaxming Commission has failed and 
with t.he ·m1:i!ises · across· th~ frontiers whose poverty and continues to fail all along the ~e". . ,· · . l · . . 

hopes ar.e, Af anything, greater?" · . Dr. Gaqgil has analysed the root of the failure. 
:' Mrs.: Ward is genuinely apprehensive that some of According to him, "the root of the fci.ilure lies in the 

the Asian countries in their. anxiety tc achieve tnoder- proqess by which the Plailllipg Commission, es~e:ntiall¥ · 
n·isation,. ··may .be ' inClined , to· follow . Russian modeL only an advisory body, has qome to mix itself with tb:e 
According to her, . therefore "the hope for more liberal actual process .of the format~on of pub~c polic'~es · ey~n 
methods .... lies in the success of the Indian attempt in matters other than of development. A. little latex: 
to · transform their system ·by. basically democratic he is lpore specific. HI:) say.~ .. "It i~. the.ppwen com1 
means."· She makes an objective assessment of India's plex of the Planning Commission or its members, the.ir 
Five Year 'Plans and obser.ves 'What is more, the big- natural desire 'to exercis~·.power and,.patro9~ge . li~e 
gest emphas.is . in the s~ci~l. :evolution in India has Ministers that . ar~ chiefly resp,?nsible. J.ol,", the, n~gl,ect 
been put, not upon .colle-::twxsmg the peasant, not up~ by, . the Cop)missxon of .xts mam functiQns , an4 fgr _ ~ 
on forcing him into a pattern which permits the state needless extension of its activities over many irrele-; 
to exploit him without ·redress. On the contrary, the vaJ;J.t .fields";.: . . . . . . . . . . , , ... 
Plan~(Sec6nd Five Year Plan)" 'attempts, 'by~meilns · of· ... ~- To remedy these defects Dr. E;adgil ha!! ·made· two ~ 
widespread land reform and of ·village self-help; to suggestiol;lS; .on,e is tq change ,the compositiOI.l of th~ 
raise the whole tempo pf village life and to) do it ·on Comrpis~iol} brjngip.g b.:} yot~.pg~r p,e~.~P~~.- anq leay,:iri,g 
a basis : which has long been accepted in India-the out both the -Prime Minister and the Finance Minister; 
basis of self-government and self-help at the village and tlie '<?llieriS ' toj?rovide '~at it ~:a:s: "nolonger any 
level." executive functions and is· not "mixed with the essen-

The main them~ pf the book is the advancement of tially political process of final policy-making." These 
human solidarity and the winning of world peace. are emJ;Dinen,~y useful suggesqons, which some others 
The authoress states that so far tlle principle of have .also ~ade. . . . , . . . . . 
human· solidarity has been applied only within the The oth~r p;:tmphlet gives .some interesting informa­
framework of • national frontiers. "But now that we tion about the voting behaviour of citizens in the 
have invented the atomic bomb and the inter-conti- United States. Prof. Ogden has given the information 
nental missile, we have created a phys~cal unity which hopmg that "techniques of operating a democratic 
goes far beyond ftontiers. In the sense of physical governmental system • will be as useful to India as 
nearness and ·neighbourhood, all mankind is now a techniques of developing modern industries. Un­
si4lgle community. The question is, therefore, wheth- happily, there is not in t:pe country as much interest 
er the principle of solidarity which has saved our about the former as about the latter. The information 
domestic -community has any relevence to the new given by Prof. Ogden is of a rather elementary nature. 
world wide unity of mankind." It will, however, stimulate interest The bibliography 

The authoress not only answers this question in the given at the end of the pamphlet will help readers to 
affirmative, but emphasises that the real test of human satisfy their ·interest. 
solidarity lies in the advancement of the backward The Laski Institute has already published a number 
nations of the East to the level of the advanced of pamphlets and books on political and economic 
countries of the West. problems. The two pamphlets under review are a 

'· ADAM A.DIL valuable addition to the series. V.B.K. 

Indian· Planning and the Planning Commission 
· D. R. · ca:agil; price Re. 1. 

Voting BehavioU1' in the United States 
Frederic D. Ogden, price 50 nP, Published by Harold 
Laski Institute . of PoliticaJ Scien<:e ~ Ahmedabad. 

THESE are two small pamphlets published by the 
Harold Laski Institute .of Ahmedabad. Both. are 

transcripts of lectures delivered under the auspices of 
the Institute. 
. -Dr. Gadgil has devoted the major part of his lecture 

to a discussion of the · successes and failures of the 
Plimning ·Commission. . As the Chairman of the Panel 
of Economists set up by the Planning Commission, Dr. 
Cadgil had ample opportunities to observe closely the 
working of the Commission and as such the views ex­
pressed by him deserve the utmost consideration. 

He is frank and forthright in his appraisal of the 
wotl{ of the Commission. He has given due credit to 
the Commission for its theoretical work but, in other 
respects, such as putting together detailed plans, 
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I. C. C. F. NEWS 

The Madras group held a public meeting on 16th 
July at the Sastri Hall. Mrs. Rukminidevi Arundale 
presided and prominent amongst the speakers were. 
Mr. J. B. H. Wadia, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari and Mr. 
Khasa Subarao. 

D. R. S. NEWS 

"Socialism Today" was the subject of an interesting 
seminar held on August 11 and 12. About fifty persons 
attended the seminar on both the days. Among those 
who participated were Professors A. B. Shah, Ram 
Joshi, and Athavale, Messers Rohit Dave, S. R. Mohan 
Das, M. B. Shah, Surinder Suri, Ashok Desai, P. 
Chatterjee and Dr. Shelat. Mr. R. V. Moorthy was in 
the chair on the first day and Mr. Adam Adil on the 
next day. 



I fJ. ;·p··.l I \c,};:[l o A If l . s· o·v I•;;e'"J:t ; F;s ;CJ ,·~,· r· i:·t· ., aHll~ t '-i\J:sl u. . . - ff )''. ,.~ : . ~:::~t ~!\~l a. .·. ~ ' ~.J! '_li: .tt ., ~ 
• - , • " "· ~~~ \\" . · . .!~ .. ~-, )" L • 

Th~ follow.ing.is a: letter written by twenty,thiee Bengal members of th(1 Cotritnunist Partfj 1djflh!l:iii ~io ; t'he"C!!f~M~ 
. iaL-S~Jcretary of>Jtlie Party. ' l A cyolostyled; copy; of~ the letter· wd8' cirqitla,ted :b,r}"f!ie·:wf:iters afrJ.I:J11g8t· merrib(#'s 
9~Jib;e._ -Rd'"!Y~:if-1 .r r~ "·'~ · ,--, - -·~r;· 'H \! r ., .. ,-r '-·;rrf· .. ri-, ·1 . ,·---:--~, ~- ;-._:~t,.;·~~d.r-; (>"1 1 id ~ ""---- ,. : ~~~Ji\ : ~~;· l!_l :'5th rttr'• 't ·I,ii'< : ~: . .rr ,•)'-'•~~{!-~ 

j ~i:;;-<tt1~ :,..:;_1] i .;.J, ..; .-- • • ' . ' ' - ' • .. - . ' 

D~at-oCbmratie; ' . . . . . . . . . . , . ~1 -;t~~ ~?~~rice . of ~e s~~~ we · a.r~ 1ef~ ·~ri~_~hei_s_~?~~ 
~:~~~~-,.~~)3 ~ ;p~m~~~(\>,f ,W~ Pa~~,1_"f~bf4 ' ~erig~l, ' \Ve. ~h~r=:~~;;t~t~~~~~i:~:1efe1!· {~'Jl~~!s;rb:~1;~~~~ 
~~;~~~~~LH1e.)!l_P.;.thu~11at d~t~.,J?1 .. 0,{ ~~~9g. Jdhl,~ ~xc,~?.5o/l!':d, ~eis 1witli; tne soviet Unioifiti'.idondeinping;Yugos_ l~v'ia. 

, '\~1~1'}rr ,to ; YP't, WJ .. P}l~ .. ~spo~mg , 0 ,1¥ 1 ~pt1ty, 1as :ve ::Eveli if yo\:t had agreed With 'the CPSU's pomtuof 
9i&P\Jlj,~t;~lli~~,m~~)er .~,pt,~~a71~e . ~~g~~?)(.u. ~n~vmou'§: '?e~~ ·,co?!d 'Y0t1 . .U'?t keep '.<;tur~t?·' If ~he' d;p;r: .W.as •-no~ 

. ~i~&~QWI ~0·,,9~ex: , P,a.ny ~~tp'f?~r.~ :~: ~~, :' '. ;'VYfl.l\~ ~s, ~enoihg ':lts' ~elegatwn to ch~cuss the problem; With the 
wtmtt~~~ . ~s }j?,t)V~q , 'rrl?t<r nt . b,l;lt ;,wli~~ J S; tP,~)SS~~ YUgoslavs inft:irmally, as Y<?l1_,to!~ . ~h§tn .Y.9\t.~oJ,t}9/.J16.t:: 

. !;.~l~~.'-lJLdP~ .,W.t~~·-·? .. W, ~rilh1RP-~ •. tl)a,tJ:~~t~ ,~Q}l;~~> 9tJ1,e.f?' .. tlleli "wf;ts''iFproper' to send"·this 'critiCal comniV:mca.; 
m~.f1J?jer.s ofs~le J[,~ 'r :;.> giv~ s_enous ia~~nM~n tg It . tioP.? 'If ' if'was a ~atter, ·of fupdamental disagr~: 

. w~~~~~, qfi ~~~lH};ta~¥,,u~ dR~ .~~ W;?J :fl~'m)~ '~' ~~~~t/a,s ; Y,o~ th~pkit was, ~t so~ld ' not_ natUrally ha~e . 
. ~. ~~91f1lW_ ~ ~~f.1X: '_'·i ) .. ,;r,,·_; ((' I ". :.Ji. l; ... r;. !''P·: ''' , ]?e~n stra~g~te~ed out by.a ~~re.declaratory lett~r, 
~P.J~fer F,q qie qu~ti,O,lU?f}J;ld~pe~peJ?.G~ i~~d wte-, But th.e fact that under this sittia~on when even dip­

,. ~t;y; 1Qt, AAe .CornDJ,uni~t ·~artyof,. ~:P-dW; ,.)'I;J}e re,c~~t lortiitically it-woul~ have been enough 't.o keep silent, 
· r,!1Jll~~~ - <>.~ J~wa,h~lal , !)t~Jiru rega:~;di~g t4e · farty s the Party leadership thought fit to act m the matter 
first sending ~ . go9Qvy,il,l ;y~ble. t_o ,the .)';1Jg9~l~v. Leagq.e it did; :exposes the Party as a political satellite of the 
· ilre9P~rnun~~ .~~d~ .tl}~n ~eJil~g. ~o~~~.x:,~l?\~ after CPSt!:· . · · . . . .. 
a, ,JnOo~ ,c:;pbCismg It need~ m:e~ter d,ispa~swnate · 'This IS not a new charge agamst our Party. And 
~qppe ,.RY ?\,1! pa:J1Y than has. P,~en th~ ~~~f~<;)Urse all of us. are conscious of it. And lately we have all 
Y9}fl;t~:ye ~~s?ed several st~~expe~ts and arti<:\e~ II;t the been trying t? so b~have and express .oursc;Ives. that 
party press. ,Ip order to coun~!Yract the, effect : created this deepest 1mpress10n from the public mmd IS re­
~Ib,fu~ public mipd. by N~4fu's rem.arks. ~ut :we moved. B';It this p~cular act at least has clearly 
sfr,qngly feel that neither h!ls the pub~c been. rmpres- confirmed m many mmds, very unf0rtunately, that 
seq by our disclaimers nor a large section of the party our Party is only an instrument politically in the hands 
il;li.fnbers. . of the CPSU. 
~<;>f., the facts seem to stand out very gr?tesquely We want to know clearly and unambiguously whf'-
inspite of the passionate defence of our action. Here ther our Party is completely independent of the CPSU 
ll.re the bare facts: or not. Further we would like to know why the 
Match 14- The Yugoslav Programme was released. Party did send that cable and that letter of April 
March 19 - CPI sent the Goodwill Message to the 19 and 20 to the Yugoslav League. /. 

Yugoslavs. There is still another connected matter .... 1£ our 
April 5 - Soviet Communist Party withdrew their Party is really and genuinely independent, how is it 
. original acceptence of the Yugoslav invitation. that we never find anything in Soviet Union or Peo­
Ap.riL J.9 -~ Moscow Radio broadcast the .condeinna- pie's China worth our criticism or differing from{-" If 

.... tpry article on Yugoslav programme appearing in we have independent eyes and independent miflds, 
'-.. · hu~01nmtinist at least twice. ·, can it be possible that we receive exactly the same 
'-4P.ril:J~t= CPl sent its cable criticising the program- impressions and draw exactly the very same conclu­
.. · · tn'e ·of Yugoslavs. sions about such big societies as the Russian and 
.{\.p:r:il;;;}20; !";"'". GPI's .latter elabo,rating its cable of the Chinese as the CPSU and the Chinese CP 
h.!O!nA.ptil:±19. , " .· . . _ ~· c·. _. . · ·. receive in · their respective countries? Or are we 

· 2~ ;I:l}i~~~jjcurnstantiaL evidence shows that the Party becoming "conditioned", in the words of Mr. 
mij,(J~ 1yp its mind. about Yugoslavia after learning 'of Khrushchev? 
th..~ JCl?.SU's,,decision.Qf' ; . . You will, we know, ·tell us th~t it is the science'oof 
fnl.t ~.)possible that. fue CPl has been in · agreement Marxism-Leninism which helps us reach the same .con-, 

. ~th' tl?:~t.C;r'SU:s point of view about Yugoslavia even elusions. , B~t are not the Polish, the Italian, the Am_e­

. ~@'li.~K · ;:S.ut ,the crucial point is: . Why did it decide rican Comri:ninists also Mandsts-Leninists leave alone 
t~i~~:Q.df-t:h,ose critical cable .and letter :of April 19 and the Yugoslavs? Why then these shades of differences? 
~O~r':fhe 'YlJgoslav League was' holding-its national con- The point we are driving at is very crucial . an~ 

' g~~~~··J@g., h!l9.0sent ;usdratemal~~ invitation. Was it straight-forward. If we Indian Communists are 
Jt~!fyt;in goo~htaste . first, ,to s~nd. a goodwill message ~enuine in our calling ourselves independent and 
:m~.di¢~htO .criticise the ·s.ender? We are. certain that honest, those professions can only be tested if we call 
i;h~J ~pnsideratiqn~Ahat compelled you t<il send· these a spade a spade and examine the Russian, the Chinese, 
c;;Jtlticaluand highly -improper ;.and undecorous com- the Yugoslav, the Polish and other societies and criti­
municatj.ons , were ' something unusual and must be cize them without fear or favour just as we do the 
explained,-, politically. The party leadership has not American, the Indian, or the British societies. When we 
been able to . explain this · conduct satisfactorily .and talk about civil liberties, Opposition Parties, free 
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'elections, etc. it},-·~ cf>upt{¥, apd,ta¥11 ftill adv~n~age~ 
of these rights td tlle ;;extent we can have them, _we 
must equally boldly and unambig~ously criticize their 
absence .in the corrnnunist ~o:untrtes. We may have 
failed to do so in the p~st; we may -have hid many_ 
things not only from the public but also from amongst 
ourselves. But today it would b6 dishonesty and 
hyprocrisy if we call ourseh:es an independent party 
and yet our mind, our emotions ~nd our conduct re­
main dependent, slavish and servile~ -

We do hope that ·our fr~ -and straightforward 
words will shake us up from our set grooves of 
thought and you will initiate a proper d~cuss~on ~f 
these issues. Some of us have been dJscussmg - 1t 

, .. amoQgst local member!). But th_ere is sue~ an atrnos­
phere~af. fear lest one s}jps out h1s real sentrments that 
a frank and full-hearted discussion is impos~ible. ~~t 
-this"is".an .issue which touches,. the. hasis_ ,0~ , qpr,_ pohQ,­
cal existence and as such we approach ~ou to initia~e 
the discussion~ among_ th~ members as~~g the~. that 
no action will be taken for any ~xpress10n of opm_1qn. 

We remain ever ,loyal to the · 1deal of commurusm, 
Yours Comradely, · 

The 23 Members from Bengal 
P.S.-As we hesitated and hesitated to circulate this 
letter among the members, news about the execution of 
Imre Nagy reached -,us. J:'he new~ was fro~ Moscow, 
not Budapest. - -Po!>sibly eve1J. the Hunganans learnt 
about it from the Moscow .radio. • . 

What is the reaction C?f our. Party le~.<;J.er~h1p towards 
this? Why is it keepmg s1lent? Will 1t h~ve the 
courage to speak out and condemn those VIle and 
~e methods · being perpetrated in · the name of 
Communism? 

In one case we expected you to show courage at 
least to keep •silent, and in another we expected you 
to have the guts to speak out. Have you not failed 
miserably in both? 
Calcutta, June 28th, 1958. 

To the Editor, 
FREEDOM F IRST, 

Cjo Democratic Research Service, 
127, Mahabna Gandhi Road, 
Bombay 1. 

Please enrol •me . as a subscrlbii to FREEDO!.f Fn\ST. 

I remit the annual subscription of Rs. Sl R1. .2 for 

member~ of the Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom. 

Name:· ••••• • ••••••••••• •• ..••. • . . .. : • ••••••••••• 

Addr-: .. .. ..... ; . · . . .' . . ..... . . . . . . . ......•.. -.•• 

Sigriature 

_, A Resignation From B~}lgal 
- ... ·--- . .... 

A PROMINENTmember o~ the Party f~om . Bengal, 
~r. Amal Kumar Ganguh, M.L.A., res1gned a few 

days back his membership of the Party. In a press 
statement giyjng reasons for his resignatio~ Mr. Gail:. 
guli said that he was unable to agree with the present 
leadership of the CPI on certain vital political issue8'f 

He was torn between the conflict of engaging him­
self against the party according to his OWn way of 
thinking to serve the best interest of the' CQti:Q.tTy land 
to continue to serve the Party in the stereotyped way 
by giving up his honest opinion. . U.nable to bear thj.S 
conflict he decided to resign from the farcy. Mr. Gao­
gull said that he differed froni the policy and technj­
que- adopted by the ·Party on the foll~~~:t;tg questions:_ 

1. 'The anti-Congress slogan of the CP and its cry 
-·for alternative Government --are againsH he -intere-St-of ·· 

national solidarity. This anti-Congress slogan is 
rather helping the ~reactionary_ forces within .t4e Con­
gress. - The present situation in Irtdi~ · requires a 
National Govemme'1;1t and ,such a govemment ,can only 
be formed on the basis of national unity. 

2. The attempt to form coalition Mth the PSP., 
Forward Bloc and ~uch other leftist parties is ·meant 
for mislea<;lirig the people. The PartY has · rio pro-' 
gramme for forging national u:tiity. It is also not sin;­
cere in its efforts to bring about such a unity. ·! • 

3. The lure of parliamentary politics . ha.S contami..: 
nated the party leadership and deviated the party 
from its revolutionary programme. It is gradually 
becoming an ineffective entity. It is misusing the 
popular belief that s.o<;ialism can be established 
through peaceful means. 

4. On the question of refugee rehabilitation the 
party is following a negative and sectarian policy 
which is detrimental to the national interest, though 
this problem in West Bengal was one of the biggest 
national problems. 

Mr. Ganguli writes : "Efforts are being made to 
maintain the leadership of a certain clique on the 
ground-:of organisational solidarity and party desci­
pline.fin the name of achieving international work­
ing class unity the party has completely subjugated 
itself to the Communist parties of USSR and Chin~ 
This sort of leadership is something differ~nt than the 
one conceived in Marxism or Leninism, It is harmful 
to natural prosperity and international working class 
solidarity. In this respect reference can be made t\) 
the blind support given by the CPI to the execution 
of Imre Nagy, former leader of the Hungaria,n CP and 
other non-humanitarian acts of the SoViet party. This 
has proved the sterility of the CPl. If the CP fails to 
find any answer tb the conflict between old social 
structure and socialism then it has ri.o future. That is 
why I am unable to find myself in complete agreelllent 
with the Party's policy. The leadership of the 'CPI 
has failed to enlighten me and clarify the ·confusion 
created in my mind by the activities of_ the Soyiet 
Party. In the circumstances it will · riot be possible 
for me to render any usefUl work from within . the 
Party. Helice I have decided, though regretfully to 
resign my' membership of the Party ..... " · · 
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