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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
M. R. Masani 

NOW that the official celebrations on August 15, with 
all their pomp and glitter, have passed and the 

crowds that came, to see the lights have gone home it 
should be possible for thinking people to take a little 
time off to consider just what it was that was being 
celebrated. 

One does not, of course, have to go to the other 
extreme and agree with Mr.-E. M. S. Namboodiripad 
>vho explained his refusal to join in observing the 
occasion by alleging that "these celebrations sought 
to give official recognition to the betrayal perpetrated 
by new selfish men who rose to power in the name of 
untold sacrifices undergone by thousands of martyrs 
and lakhs of freedom fighters" in order to appreciate 
the scepticism with which a large number of people 
have watched what Djilas would describe as the "New 
Class" of exploiters in New Delhi rejoicing on their 
good fortune and their opportunities. 

All India Radio, as was to be expected,. did its best 
but its behaviour, characteristic of a Government 
monopoly, showed up the current limitations on free­
dom of expression even on the part of the Founding 
Fathers of the Republic and Constitution. Mr. H. V. 
Kamath, a Socialist leader and himself a former member 
of the Indian Civil Service, has told of his own "happy 
anniversary" experience in a letter to the -Press. ·when 
he was approached by All India Radio to answer three 
questions put to him as one who was present as a 
Member of the Constituent Assembly in the Central 
Hall of Parliament on 14th August, 1947, he agreed 
to do so on condition that his replies were not edited or 
tampered with. When he was told a little later that 
Delhi was not in a position to give any such assurance, 
he on his part regretted his inability to cooperate, 
adding that he preferred "no talk" to a "doctored" one. 
j\llr. Kamath has, with a dry sense of humour, asked 
for two cheers for "the right vouchsafed to you, me and 
every other citizen by the Central Government to speak 
freely on A.I.R., subject only to a minor restriction-its 
prior approval!" 

My own experience as another of the midwives of 

our Constitution was much less painful and even 
a little amusing. On 14th June, I was approached by 
All India Radio in Bombay to answer the same que~­
tions which had been put to Mr. Kamath. I was told 
that my answers should take about ten minutes. When 
sending in my answers a day prior to their recording 
I wrote on 11th July to A.I.R. and stipulated that I 
expected that these answers would be broadcast in the 
same terms as tl1ey were given without any deletions to 
which I was not a party in advance. As it happened, the 
recording only took seven minutes. A few days later, 
A.I.R. Bombay were informed by Delhi that since 
time would not permit my comments being given 
seven minutes, A.I.R. Delhi would decide what part of 
my answers they would relay. 

Being an old hand at this game, I promptly declined 
to anything of mine being broadcast on these terms, 
but asked Bombay to inform Delhi that I was quite 
prepared for as short a say being given to me as was 
found necessary so long as the choice of the extracts 
would be mine. 

Finally, I was asked to choose 150 words-around 
one and a half minutes! This I did and I concede 
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Frccdunt Firsl

glatefrrlly thrrt tlrcsc wolds u'ere faithfully relayed.
Jai Ilirrcl!

Thc local officials of A.LR. r,nlv dicl tireir dut),. but
rvhr'. in tlre fir'st instance, rvere they and I asked for a

ten minntc rccorclirrg? \\'rts it thc iuterrtiuu of Dclhi to
pick ancl clroose s'lrat should bc relrrvecl out of s'hat
tr{r. Kanrath or I hacl to sny?

Tlrc rcrrclc'r ol Frecdonr Fir.s/ rvill, lroivever, llc nullc
plivilegccl tl'ran tlre listencrs of A.LR. Belos', lrc
u'ill find the full tcrxt of A.I.lt.'s rlrrt'stiolrs and rny
l'cplics, l'ith s'hat,u,as actutill)' rcla)'cd b1' A.I.R. sltou'rr
in italics.

Tltc rcaclc'r u'ill no cloubt errjov tlre iron)' of thc
t'Pisocle rvlrich rr:strlted in nr)' rvorcls as broadcast bcirrg
rntrch ttt<lrr., sever(r irn inclictment of orrr Govcrnmcnt's
[rriltrrcs during tlrc last tn'ctrtr'-fir,c 1,'cars tlrrrn I lratl
origirurlh' intcnclccl.

Thc Editor's Ansu'ers to AIR Questions

a. \\/hitt grcirtrrcss <lid vou envisngc for frcc Irrtlil
arrtl rr'lrat hopt's an<l drcranrs did y'orr lravc on that nricl-
rriglrt of 14th Atrgtrst, 19'17, rvltcrt Jarvalrarlal Nc,lrrrr
talkccl of a 'Tr1'st rr'itlr l)estiny'? Ilave an1' ug ,',rr.,.
rlrcanrs lx'en rcalisctdlJ

A. Nutuxtlly. wltcn 1x,wc'r' tcus transfc'rrcd. to lrvliarr
lruncl.s on 74tlt t\ttgttst, 1947. rcc dreontl ull kind of
rlrcutts oboul ltort , nol. thal u:c u'erc ,rn.tlcr:s in ottr
rn'.lr lnncs, tt'r' tt'ould do greut lhing.l for ottr cottrtlttl.
.\rnorrg tlrosc obiectives ut'rc, trrr<lorrbtetlll . tlte lt'ssctt-
irrg of povertl'. arrd prrttittg to rvork of tht'lrtrrlc tttttrt-
lrcr of trnetnplovt'<l itr tlrc c()tlr)tn , arrtl stopllirrg tlrtr
risirrg pric.t's lrr<l crrst oI liting rvhic'h thc \\'ar vcars
lrrr<l lrralkt.<1.

lrr rnv littlc book. ()rrr lrrrlirr, Prrblislrt'rl irr l!){0. lnrl
<lrrrirrg lnv vi*it to pris<ltt in l9-1! irr ()rril Irrrlirl tlars. I

lurcl clrcanrt lll\/ o\\'ll <lrt'atns altorrt tltc lllallll('r irr rvlrit lr
nt' rvorrlrl lrartress tlte' rttirttltrtrvt'r. tlt, gorxl t'artlt :trrtl
tlrtr sorrdclful trndct'grotttttl tttatc'rial t'c.stlttrct's rllriclr
tltis courrtr'1 posscsscs and ho\\' u'c s'otrld lllitkt' <)rtr

coillltrv sornething to be protrtl <lf.

I ) x'tt rrts l; rus! nt t ctl?

Cat lltcrc Irc unq tlotfut tlrd ulttttt.rl uil tlrcst' tlrcuttts
lurce ltccrr fntstrutcd? Pouerty toduy irt India is not

Icss llrun il tous rchcn lhc Britislt lt'ft in so fur us sttttrc

30 or 40 pcr cenl of Ilrc Pcoplc urc conccntcd' ln-
t't1tttilities ttntl di.spuritic.s irr tltc slundards of liIr' of
rnriorrs scr'liort.s haat rcidcrred a.s u rexill of follorc-
ins rclrut urc dcscribcd u.s'.sociolist' policies. ltt tlrr
Ia.st tctt 11cors. gallopitrg inflatiott lrus rcsttllcd in
slrur1ilr1 ri..sirrg priccs untl increa.sing nrist'n1 for tlrc

1tct,plc. \I'r' .sccrtt lo lruue nissed ottr'trtlsl rt:illr
tlcstiny'.

Intlccd, it tcoukl bc Ironcst lo L'onfrss lltul ttrtttrtl

ltoor 1x;o1ilt'. rclto ltuct; ltct'n tlrt lnrtlc.gl ltit. t:ccn ft:cl
lltrrt lltirrg'^ u'(t'(' tt(,1 .vt ltttd tcltctr lltt' I)rilislr rut:rt:
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SePtcnbcr i!; :

hcre. lVlut a funniliating antl galling thaugl* t!,;,
isl

As Rajaji has prrt it, tlris is thc Silver Jubilec ol 'r
achievcmcnt of Iudian and Pakistani freccloni lrr r i

rvithotrt jullilation irr citlrcr carnp.

a. \\/hat stancls out nro)-t vividll in y'our nr(-'i;r
of that nriduight ('crenlonv irr thc Central Hall ot
Pirrlianrt,rrt?

A. I rvirs prcscnt at tlrt' nri<luight cerernonv at tlrt'
Cenh'al l{all o[ Parliamcnt lnt I rntrst confess .'r'r'rr
therr tltere \\,as lro l{r'cat reioicir.tg ol cxulttrtion ilr r,r.,

heart. This rvirs becau.sc I u'as op1>oscr(l to our' )^ccurillll
Inclcpcnclence irt tlrc pric'c of thc trrritv of tlre r:orrntlr'.
Canclhiji rvas opposcd to thc tlansfer of pos'cr b<'ing
lcccptcd at thc ('ost of tlrc country bcring clividt'tl
irrto trlo l)('\\' Stirtcs ol: lnclia and Pakistan. i
happorc<l to sharc tlrat vicrr'. I fclt it rvould have lrt'r,rt
bctter il' tlrc British tvt:r'c to l'cnrain itt pos'cr for trvo
or tlrrcc 1'cars longct so tlrat thc mltter corrlcl bc tltraslt-
cd out itnd ludia corrld bc frcc aud rruitcrd. I s'as, tlrcrc-
[orc, rr<.rt r'1:rv happf itt the manner in rr4rich Lorcl
\louutlxrttcrr pt'rsrrirrlcd ltanclit \clrrtr and Sardrtr
l'irtel <lrt tlrc orrc harrtl arrtl i\lr. Jinnalr irncl l'[r. Lia<1uat
Ali Klrarr on thr' otlrct' to ucqqrpt partition and to allorv
Britrrirr to u'itlrclrarv iit sn('h short rrotic't'. Thc ntassacttrs
that trruk plac't' on hotlr siclcs of thc border as a rcsult
of this lrastr s itlrdritrvirl stret'tgthcrrt'tl nt1' regrct at
rlhat hircl hapllcuccl.

But \l'lrcrc \\tus Cavllriii?
'l'lrc otlrer thirrg tlrat stitrtds orrt vivitllf in trtl' ttrctttorl'

<lf tlris lristoric occasiott is thc itllsclrcc froln the scerrc o[
\lalratrrra Glrr<llri rvlro shoul<l ltiltlrrallv lravt' lrct'tr
tlrt'rc anrl irr tlit'cctttlc of thc picture. Thc fact that lrc
\\'as a\\'irv irr llcngal tn irrg to rcstorc communal llar-
n.lon\'\\'as itst'lf arr irr<lication to ruc tltat tltis rvits ttot
sonri'tlrirrg alrorrt u'lric'lr q111' 1'ottld sirtct'r'elv rejoi<:t'.

a. \\'hat irr \'otrr ()l)iniorr is tlrc gl'eatest achicvt'-
,n"nt nf our ('orlntn'. thrring its first 111'6'1111'-fi1's years of
frceclom,'

A. It is cliffictrlt to pick ottt otle 1:articular aclrieve-
rncnt irs lrcirrg tlrt' grt'ittcst tlf irll drlring the last trtcrrtl'-
fivt lcal's. I rvorrlcl likt' trl pick ()tlt trlo of thenr. Thc
first is the mrlint('rlirrt('c tlf tlrt' tlcrnocrirtic clittkrgtrt' and

tlrc llrrlc of l,arr'. flrc cretlit for tlris tnttst ttnclottlrtcdll'
go to Jarvirlrarlal \chrrr, rlho rcsistc,cl tlte tenlptation tc
touclr thc Constitutiorr and snrash rvhatever little
()pllositiorr tlrt'rc s'its to lrirrr. I slroultl knos', llccattsc
I lrirtl opposecl Jarvalrarlal \t'llrtr's dorrrc.stic irnd f()r'cigrl

llolicics riglrt fronr 19.50 orrs'ards tnd I car"r tcrstifv to the

fact tlr:rt Jas'itharlal \ehrrr desistcd from rcsorting t<r

policc lrou'trt'or (lictiltorirrl nrctlt<lds ttr fight his oppo-

ncnts. 11 is a tributc to lrim that riglrt rrp to this clal' tltt'
rl<'trrrrcratic' tlialogrrt' hits ;lrrlccetlctl and tlre Cotllts ol'

[,arv arc rcspcctl<I. Thcr]c rtrc tlrrcats to botlr these

crrrllorlit'<l iri tlrc t't'c't'rttlv t'tritctcd 2'ltlr artcl !5tlr



Between You 'b h'le and The Lantp Post

Sw'adeshi Curtain

qLO\\'LI brrt surclr', :r curtain is sotrgltt t<l bc los'er.ed
v ort Indiir's contrrcts rvith the rvoll<l at ltrrge-or at
Ieast rvith tlrat pirrt of it rvhiclr clot's not enjov the
blessings of cornnrunisnr.

To the 'P' lirnn, cxchange restrictious ou triu'el, the
brlrring <lf the inrpolt of Americau fihus, the denial of
vists to a large numbc.r' of students and researcl.r
scholars from the U.S.A. against rvlrich eten the Ncro
York Tintcs has editorirrllv registered its protest, ar-rd

the threateuecl llill to keep out "foreign lnorrer"'excel:t
of course rrhat forvs in to tlre ''crlruracles" frorn Russiir
irntl Eustcnr Etrr<lpeau countlies. is norv to be irclclccl
orle lllol'e b:rlriel to intellc.ctual coopr:r'irtion irud
contact.

A receut PTI nressage from Delhi anuourrccs tlrat
"the Union Governrnent is seriouslv thinking o[ rvith-
dras'ing frorn the Berne Convention ancl tlrc' Univers:rl
Copl'riglrt Convention." It is to br. hoperl that thert'
is no sound llrrsis lbl tlris irlarnring repolt. If trtrc, it
meAns that Irrtlirr u'ill tro longcl lesllt.ct thc riglrts of
iruthors in otlrer' pirlts of the rtorlcl to (.rrlu rrlvaltics
on tlreir literan' s'orks :rrrcl thrrt Indian publislrt'r's :rncl
booksellers crut 1'lriltt tlrt'se atrthors' rvorks u-itlrorrt s<r

muclr as a "llv r.orrr' lt'avt'."
l)ot's orrr ,lrlventnrt'rrt rcallr rrislr to sirrrction strc'lr

pir:rcr ? \orrrrirllr'. u't' u'orrlrl hitvr' <liscorrrrtr'<l srrrlr ir

t('rtttlittttr'rl lrrt111 1trt13 !

Anc'rtclrtrerrt: to tlrc C-lorrstitrrtiorr, slriclr set,rrr to rrrt.
tr> strikr. at thc Irrrrrclanrcntirl Rights of tlrc Citizen ancl
tlte strprclnacv ol tlrt' jtrcliciirrr'. 1'lrcrr. arc siurilirr'
tlrr<'rrts to tlrc lrct'<lorrr ol tlrr'1llt.ss ulrit'lr, it is ltopt.<1.
u'ill lrlso lrt resistctl.

Tht' scconcl grt:at rtlticvc'r11t'rrt of tlrc last <1uultr,r of
a ccuturv is tbt' rrairrtcnlllt('(' of n'lrat I rvotrld dcsclillc
as tlrc norr-tlerronrirrittional clraractt'r' of orrl national
life u'lriclr is oftcrr \\'rollgl)' clcscribecl as 'scculitr
clcrnocracr". Tlrr:rt' is nothinq st:c'ttlitL :tlrtlttt tts. \\-c :rtt'
a clc:eplr lcligiorrs 1rt'oplr'-u'lrirtt'r'cr rcligir)ll \\'(' rlritv
profcss. Sccrrlat'isnr is arrti-rt'ligirrtts irtttl trl lrt' <lt'prt'-
catccl. Brrt rr.c ltitr'<' rnurtirgt'tl to kt'<'1t irlivt' tlrt' spirit
<lf cocristcttce lrt'trvt't'tt p<'rlplc ol <lifft'n'nt lt'ligiorrs.
races arr<l lingtristic tnittorities. IJv lrr<l larqt'. tlre \'lino-
riti<'s lravc lrccrr givt'tt st'c'ttt'itv att<l ittt olllltlrttrtritv trr
plav tlrt'ir' pitrt irr tll(' (l('\-t'l()l)tttt'rrt ol tltt' crrtttttl'r'. l'rrt'
t|is lrc.lricyctlr,trt irls1l rr t' slrorrlrl lre lr:rppr'.

,

lcpol't llut aftcr tlre Union Govenrment's o\\'r] acts o[
highrvay robbery in legard to the rights of thc share-
holders of the General lnstrrirnce compauies and thc'
India Iron & Steel Cornpany rrnd its proclr,rimed desile
to exprol>riate small farmers in respect of their "surplus"
lands over the ceilings they prcpose to lower, can one
rrny longel treat such a report lightly? It is to be hopecl
that Indian aut}rors, the All-India PEN Ccrrtie, iht"
Indian Conrrnittee For Cultural Freedorn arld otlrer
org:rnis.rtiorrs rvhich stand for the riglrts of authors :u'rd
fbr international cooperation rvill raise their voices in
pr'<ltest.

Thc Soviet Spiv

f AST montlt, rve 1>ublislred an trrticle on "Corruptiou
L Iu The Soviet Union", a plrenomenon well-knovn
to sturlents of Soviet affairs about whiclt surprisingh-
littlt'has appeirred in the cohrrnns of the Indiirn press.

\Vt'arr. lralrpr', tlrerefbre. to note atr exceptiou chrring

IN THIS ISSUE

Thc editor tells of the fuu and garnes he had
uitlr ,\ll India Radio, appropriately enough, over
tlrt. cclcblati<ln of thc 25tlr anniversirn' of orrr'
Ittrlr'1'lorclcrr<r' IIis balrru<.r. slrect of tlrr' llrrst 25
vt'ars u,lric'lr .'\lll corrl<l not firrcl tlre tinrc t<l rclrrl'
is maclt'availahle to rt'aders of Frcadont First.

-{. G. Norlrarri lr:r.s sorne revealing tlrings to silv
rrbout tlrc changes in .{ligarlr Universitv ancl tlrc
trav iu rvhiclr Dr. --\. J. Flricli found hinrself lr<lld-
ing the balll' depositc<l irr lris arms b;* orrr snrilrt
Prinrer \lirrister.

(k'ctir Doct<)r lcvi(:s,s strr<lerrt j<nrrnals.
l'. A. \Icchcry', a profcssor of political scienct'

arrcl a Keralitt:, points orrt horv tlrt' sorrncl irn<l fru'r'
carrsed bv tlre crisis in higlrer education in Keralrr,
rrorv partlv rcsolve<I, corrfrrscs tlre leal issues irt
stake.

Tlrt, 1lr'oblt'rn of trsirrg Englislr in tlre Indialr
tlrcatle is rlisr''rsst'<l bv Zarirr \'linocht'l'-FIolnii.
*'ho clirt'c'tecl "SileIrcc, the Corrlt is irr Sessiorr"
(Frecdon First 236 Januarl')



THE HARD PRESSED STUDENTS
Geeta Doctor

A LONG rvith Canc'er crrres, air pollution and the
fl final phase of the rvar in Viet Nam, there is no topic
so detrr to the heart of Sunclay paper editors as 'The
Strrdent Problem'. Almost evervone seems to have
something to say on the subject except the person most
concerrred, the sttrdent himself. One begins to rvonder
rrdrether the species tras finally regressed into a state
of noble savage cirpable of expressing itself only in
barbaric horvls and primitive assaults on the authority
ol u'hether there does exist someu'here an intelligent
lrtrt mrrte nriuority capable of but not beirrg able to
(lxpress its opiniotr.

In 1971, Bombay University students had a sit-in to
plotest that they were not allowed the freedom of
-speeclr. C)f course it is ironic to note that this upheaval
rvhich s'as lritilecl as the first step in a nerv era of
-strrclcnt irctivisnr, should have beetr inspired ttrore bv
the unstrtisfactorl, dintc'nsions of the sAmosils in the
Xirvier's College canteell rather than by arry newlv
rrrvakened revolutionary insight. Great everrts it rvould
seem have small begimings. The happenings of 1970-7I
hirve only nos'taken shape in the form of a tterv paper
rvlriclr calls itself, Thc trIouemcnf. Describing itself as
'a strrclent opcrated enterprise' the first issue of
)loucmcnt is fillc'd rvith enough sense of direction and
prrrpose to mtrke otrc lrope that at last a studqtt rtraga-

zine has emerged rvhich in both forrn :urcl contc'rrt is
far ahead of the normal run of such ventures.

In the ffrst placc it is rare enough to corne ilcr()ss
college magazines run entirely b1' students. Wlretlrer
this is a result of tlrat debilitating ailment known irs

apathy u'hic'lr is said to afHict a nrajority of stuclcnts
or u'hetlrer this is bcc:ruse t'he authorities concernccl
trre unwilling to allorv tlreir skeletor.rs to be displal,cd
for the entertainrnent of tlre general public, is a clebrrt-
able matter. The fact rernains that few colleges have
sttrclent rnirgiizines at irll and tlrose that do make cer'-
tain tlrat these d<l not becomc a source of ernbarlass-
nrent to the Estahlislrment

Not being affiliatecl to an1' one crrllege, ltLot;ctttcttt
does not suffer from these inhibitions. In the ffrst issue
a definite attempt l'ras been rnade to focrrs on tlre pro-
blenrs of Bonrbav University as rr rvhole and to re-
present tlre vie'rvs <lf the sttrdent cornnrunity in regirrcl
to matters both edtrcationrrl and social as they affect
thenr. Everr rvlrile raising it nunrber of provocative
isstres the rnonthlv publication lrirs restrained itself
from taking a Tlrer' -r's- Us attitude rvhich has contri-
buted greatlv in nrakiug their criticisrn seem fullv
iustiffed ilnd c<lnstnrctivc. Strch an :rttituder one s'orrlcl
irnagine is inclispensallle if there is cver to be a lap'
prochenrent betrveen the truivtrrsitt' authorities ancl thc

(Continut'd fron page .))

thc ltst rnontlt irr thc foun of a s'ell cloctrnrertted
:rrticlc pulllislrrcl lx' thc Ecotrttrttic 7'irrrcs otr Iulr' 26

<,rrtitlt'cl "TIrt, Plolrlt'rrr of 'Tolkachi"', rvlro tttLtts trttt
to br, none clse btrt otrr fanriliar friend the Ilritislr spiv
ol lris Iucliau cottuterpart, the black-rrt:rrkcteer attcl

tlre lledlar of licences, pernrits ancl <1uotirs.

Tlre rvriter in the Econontic Times rluotes Prut:du.
u'hich lras recc'ntly tak<'n note tlf tlrt' irrtportatrt rttlt'
plavcd b1, the "fixer" u'itlrottt rvhonr thc planned eco-
rrorrrv obviouslv c.rtrt'tot function. Pruuda inciclt'ntallr'
corrrplirins tlrirt "thcir nretlrocls lrave becornc more and
rnort' sophisticated."

An<|, pray. rr4ry not? Arc tlte lltrssian 'tolkachis' trot
t'ntitlecl to l'esort to imitation, that sincerest forrn of
flattcn', of ir legirnc' rvhich slros's its <lu'n "sophisti-
cirtion" bv sending clissidents trot ttt prisons but to
Itnratic as\4rrrn.2

Charu Follows Nagarwala
"SHOT u4rile trying to escape" is the traclitionrrl
u rrlibi of the police and jail authorities througlrotrt

4

the rvorltl, partictrlirrlv in irrrthoriturian rcginres. rvlr<'n

prisont'rs dic irr crrstorlr- irr sornt'rvltirt nrvstcriorrs
circ'rrms'tarrc(.s. j\r'(. rr't, in Irtdia nrlu' c.r'olvirtg orlr o\\'fr
staade slti folnrrrla lx' attribrrtirr( srrc'lr provitlcntial
deaths to heart failulc,?

This <lrrestion alist's lx' r't'ason of tlrc' clcath of thc
Naxalite leadcr'. Cltirrtr \laztrrudar. follorving on thc
passing ir.\r'Av not s<l long ago of \lr. Nnganvala, Tht:
story of tlrc rnystifying nlanlle r irt 'rvlrich tlrt'
Bcngal authorities sought for sevcral hours to keep

\Iazumdar's death 'hush-hush' has lrcen told in sotne

clctail in the Calcuttrr press.

Oncr cloes trot lravt: to agree rvith tlrc Bihar Socialist

leader, Mr. Kttrpoori Thakur's cx-Ytrtc itrdgerncnt
that the Naxalite leader "u'as nturclcred." There is,

lrorvever, enouglr in thc circttmstatrces to jrrstify an

indcrpendent inquirv dcrni.rncled b)' NIr. E. lvl. S.

Nanrboocliripacl turd \'lr. A. l). \/aipayee, such as was

trnfortunately denied in the casc of \'lr. Nagarrvala'
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student courmunity both cf whom should realize that
since they cannot do without eac'h other the best thing
would be to tackle their problems on a basis of mutual
rcspect.

In spite of seeking to represent the viervs o[ the
entire student conrmunity from the vantage points of
different colleges, NLooement does nct quite or.ereonrr-
a distinctly Xavierite bias, which is not surprising since
b<lth the editors are from that institution. Ono cannot
also help getting the feeling that Managing Editor
Aspi Chinoy who master rninded the events oF "7U7L
is inclined to date anvthing of importance fronr that
period onlvards, everytl-ring else having occurred in
the dark ages B.C. (Before Chinoy). Apart from tliis
one can only congratulate the editors on harling mtde
their ffrst issue thought provoking yet livel,v, rvith an
e-rcellent get-up and good printing. The humour witlr
its school boyish pleoccupation with'cloakrooms' ancl
the picture of a youth grimacing at the thouglrt of
eating inuck uray not be of the rnost sophisticated
kind, but thelr tastes tlo varr'.

'Literary lt{.enu'

lt is not entirely accidental that one of the first
<lernands that I{oaenent makes should he for even'
college to have a strrclent nragazirre free of censorshif.
Not all student papers have had to strffer tlre fatcr that
bcfell the ffrst Elpl'Jnstonian effort at proclucinq an
independent pap€r, thouglr nrost do appear to bc
afrlicted by a schizoid qualitf in their irnxietl' to make
ilreir vieu's acceptable to both the studcrnts and the
autlrorities. \'Iost papers se('nl unalrle to decide rvhe-
tlrer tlrey ought to instnrct ol entertairr. aucl rro hetter'
examples of this dilc,nrnra crrn lx' pror.idecl than hr. tlrc
college nr:rgazincs of Sophiir Clollergc ancl EIplrirrstorr.'.
'Ilw Sopliascope utd 7-|rc [,ll.fi rcspectivell'.

The Sophiascol)c goes irr for clcnn healtlry ftrrr ol'
tlr<,' type srritable for nicely lrred Corrvc:nt girls. At tlrc
agc of ciqht or nirre one cuuld imagine such angelic
crcatru'si giggling inrrnoderatel;' irt sonrc of the iokes
in Sopliascope, as fbr exaurple tlrtr 'l,iterlary Menrr'
which fcatured'Petrarclriirn Ricc N,lorrl<l' rv:rshecl dorvrr
with 'Shakespeare Scotch l\zhisky'. Since however
Sophia girls are considerably older and clofinitely not
so naive one rvonders hou' thrry rcact to tlteir rnirlgazine.
Perlraps its best qualitf is that it docs not pretend to
he anything other than u'hat it tries to bc, a uragazinr.
that reports on all thr: irctivitics of tlre college rvitlr
genuine pride ancl enthusiasnr libcralll' lacrrrl rvith
hip hip hooray's and tl.re sort of contcrrtrnent that
little Jack Florner felt rvlren hc prrlled otrt hi.s pltrrn.

l,ike Sop/riascopc, Elph is a cr,clostylccl palx'r rvhiclr
inevitnblv lneans thlt its rea<lcrs s'ill lritve to llrrt trp

L'reedon Firsl

with all the inconveniences inherent in that media, of
sketches that are sketchv to the point of obscurity, of
liues that have a tenclency to rneander cornpletely out
of, sight itncl thick ycllowish sheets that have been
hastill' stapled togettrer. Probably the or-riy consola-
tiou that the editors, who are forced to function within
tlx'sr. lirnitations, can have is that the students are so

stan,ecl fbr reading material that they u'ill buy any-
thing.

Thi.s proved to be the rnost cornmorl reason for btry-
irrs{ a paper like Elph which in its anxietl,' to preserve
an r,levated tone aflects such a ponrpous nranuer that
even its editors have fourrd it difficult to continue after
tlrree issucs. It is surprising how almost all the s'riters
in that magazine manage to adopt it circumlocutory
st1'le which make their articlqs extretnelv long and
completely trnreadable. This may be jtrst as rvell since
the editorial policy believes in adhering to sotrte
selec'ted theme such as'Education' or'Religion' in each

issue, rvh.ich onlt' means that the contributors have to
find devious rvay's of saying the same thing. In the issrte

on education for example, one article dernands for a
"rcvaluation of the educational stntcture keeping in
rnind the neecls of a bachvarcl cconomv strch as

Irrdit's," rvhile tlre next proposes to conduct an "in-
rquirf into the nattrre of the relationship bets'een the
edtrcational system and the socio-economic rvhole"
lnd so it goes on in the same dlcarv fashion, gene-

rorrsly filted with quotations fronr Socrates, St Exuprdry,
\[lrx and otlrer rrotahles rvho catt alu'avs he c'otrrrted
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upon to grve an intellectual fflip to the most nrundane
topic. Indeed originality does not seem to be the strong
point of the contributors to Elph, for not only arc
there strong rumours that sorne of the articles have
been lifted out of foreign magazines, but even the
impassioned poems that are interspersed between the
heavy pieces have a borrorved sound about them.

Probably the only encouraging factor about EIph is
that it exists at all in view of the fate su-ftered by its
predecessor in the field, the prophetically named
Experiment which blew up in its ffrst attempt, giving
its authors' initiative a crippling blbrv and a sudden
and uneasy notoriety. Started by a quartet of brash
young inter-arts students, Erperiment with its breezy
promise to be a monthly discovery of 'Life and love
beyond the crumbling walls of the Elphinstone'meant
to be read by'as many sfudents as possible' could not
have had a more difrerent aim than that of Elph which
sternly reminds its readers not to'conftrse danocracy
with the service of the maiority' and thus indulge in
any frivolities.

Unfortunately for the editors of Erperirncnt, the
college authorities who had assented to the idea of a
college magazine in a half-hearted manner rvhile thc
ffrst issue rvas being written, edited and cyclostyled
entirely at the initiative of the four writers, professed
to be profoundly shocked when fac.ed by the restrlts

Se7otenber 1972

of their labour. Erperiment contained among other
things a short story on abortion" a poem with refe-
renc€s to homosexuality and some mildly dubious
jokes. against the Establishment. Erperhnent, it was
declared, contained the seeds of depravity! It was un-
thinkable that such a magazine should be allowed to
exist and rumours rvere that thero rvould be a public
burning of all the copiest

Even in retrospect, the oplnsition to and the
summary extinction of the pap€r seems uniust and
totally unnecessary. It would be hypocritical to pre-
tend that students have never oome aeross words like
abortion or homosexuality rvhen these are the most
commou topics for discussion in almost every book or
periodical. It is surely not a crime for a student maga-
zine to cater to student interests even if these do not
ahvays coincide rvith the views of the Establishment.
.{t any rate in the case of Experiment, it would have
bc.en far wiser to moderate the enthusiasm of the
students rather than suppress it altogether. As it is
rvith the only too rvell lnown burdens of the educa-
tional system, there are few avenues along which a
strrdent can express himself, and unless the arrthorities
are realistic enough to provide him rvith some outlets,
it is quite likely that they u'ill only succeed in pro-
drrcing a future generation of morons.

lo spread literacy, to spread knowledge, understanding, progress-by means
of books, magazines, newspapers, by means of paper.

West Coast Paper produce writing, bond, manila, kralt, poster and printing
paper... paper lor lndia's many, growing needs.

WEST COAST PAPER Shreeniwas House, Waudbv Road, Bontbay I



THE P.M,, Dr. FARIDI & ALIGARH
A. G. Noorani

,TtHE Aligarh Muslirn Univcrsit)' (Anrc:ndnrcnt) Act,
I L972, is generally discussed frorn three aspects-
the constitutional, thc legal-cum-administrative, and
the plitical. Is the University an educational institu-
tion established by the \{uslim minority and, there-
fore, entitled to the fundarnental right to autonomotu
administration, as embodied in Articler 30 of the Con-
stitrrtion? How does the Act affect the Universitl"s
autonomy? Last, but not least, there is the political
aspect-the treatn'lent of the N{uslim minoritv bv tlre
State.

Prof. J. G. Tis'ari has nrade an extreruell' ablc con-
tribution to the debate in the March-June 1972 issut'
of his iourual In-dian Communist (Journal of tle-
scarch in lndian Conrmunist Affain Rs. 1.25). He is
also the Jounral's editor (2140, Janr*puri, Marris
Road, Aligarh). Prol Tirvari does not disqrss thc
constitutiorral a.s1x'ct. But his is one of the rnost detailerl
analysis of the Act tlrat lras appeared and he discusses
the political aspect from a ne$'angle u'hich is srrrnmetl
up in the title of this particular issue oi the jotrrnal-
"Comnrrrnists Take Over Aligarh l\'lrrslirn Universitr'."

The Act, he rvrites, "gives a lte\{' and a verv signi-
ficant turn to that conflict s'hich, sincc the cirrly' fifties,
lrirs been nrging bets'een Communists led anxrnq others
by the present Eclucation \{inister on the orrr. hrurd.
and, on the other, anti-Conrmunist Islamic forces rvith
a slight achnirhrre of liberal dernocratic elernt.rrts".

.4,ftcr giving a brief resullle of -{,liqirrh's r c.r(.nt
historl', hc refers to tlre tragedy' of lg65 s'hcn tlrr'
:rssault on the Vice-Chancellor rvas exploitcxl lx' Uncle
Tom Chagla to srrsper"rd tht: Univr:rsity/s Const'itutiorr
rirrcl virtualli' takc over its adrninistrutiorr.'.\ftt.r .r

short spell of rule bv au I.C.S. ruan from tlre \linistrl' ol'
Forcign Aflairs undc,r Neltrrr, the Vicc-Clrurrcolkrrslrill
passed on to Dr. Alirn, one of thc oldest assoc'iat'cs ol
the C.P.I. arrd the founder of the conununist cell irr
the rrniversitl'. \\tith this, cvcrnts urovccl [ast. (jrtrrrrrrrr-
nists began to have major saf irr appoirrtrtrnrts lrirrti-
cularly in the lle\\,I)/ set-up departnrents lrrd inshittr-
tions such as the nredical college; r'isits frorn tlre
Rtrssizur Embassy trecame frequent, rneetirrgs beqarr to
he arranged for them in Kennedy Hall, urr Anrericarr
gift; visits of Comrnunist teachers to the Sovict Union
beca-rne more frexluent; a Cornntutrist-Ied stucltint
rrnion, the Student Fedcration, started holdirrg nreetings
openh'in rrrrir.ersity thcatres and, in tlre namc of srrcill
sen'ices, c€ntres for lr:ftist propagandrr \l'ere sr)t lrp
in the torvn rvith thc collaborrtion of rron-rrnivctrsit)'
CPI cadres. C)n the other hand, teachers belonginq to
lhc opposite calnp. though nurncrically rntrch larger',
f<:lt srrffncatcd rrnd talked in rvhislxrs alnut ccmrmrr-

nist aggrlndiseriicrit in the campus. 'fliis simmering
discontent verv often crystallized itself into a dernand
for restoration of democracy on the campus. Suffice
it to say that the Communists could make little head-
s'ay in Aligarh. The "new wave" of collaboration with
the Congress suited them. With the apprinhnent of a
"leftist" like Dr. Nurul Husain as Education Minister,
thcir iol> bccanre easy.

ll;lrosc Baby?

The Aurendment Ac't is his baby. The Musliins
clcnounce it as an infringement of their rights as a
rninority. IJut men Iike ltlr. Prem Bhasin and Prof.
Tiwari do u'ell to drau'attention to its other undelno-
cratic aslrects. Prof. Tirvari sums up the total effect
of the Act: "Briefy speaking the position is like this:
Out of 2.3,0 rnembers there is not a single elected re-
preseutative of the staff or students. Only ten members
nre electcd. Only 31 teachers find place in these bodies
b1' r'irtuc of seniority, 15 in Court, 15 in the Academic
Counc'il zurd one in the Executive Council, u'hich alone
txrt of the thrce matters. As against this, there are S)
rnr:mbers, norninated by exercise of the unbridled dis-
cretionary po\r,ers of either the Vice-Chaneellor or
Exc.ctrtivc Cotrncil, his puppet organisation. Fourteen
oI the'se arr. irr the Exectrtile Council, 53 in the Acade-
rnic' Council and 33 in the Court. From thi.s brief
err:rlrtical sun'e) cmerges the fact that in the func-
tiorring o€ the nes'ly constituted university nothing
i;rrlxrrtent s'orrlcl take place u'ithout the discretion of
.rrr irrclivitlrrirl rvho hinrself is a nonrinee of the l{inistry
rr[ Ftlrrr'rrtion. Hc is the \/ice-Clrarrcel]or. a virtrral
tlictutor rrhosc 'rlrbounded and unbridle.d discretion
r,,'ould srvav all over the campus. Thus rvhatever denro-
rlrrcrv existc<l in tlre trniversity pricn to the prescnt Act
hits lx,err brrtclrered u'ith a ruthlessness characteristic
of hiqlrh' rrrrdcrrroeratie reginres".

l'lrtr.s rvlrirt the Communists could uot secure at the
(ilnlpus of Aligarh itself, thel' s'on in the corridors of
lx)\r'cr irr Nerv Delhi. But the issue is not confined to
{ligrrrlr. \l'itrress, Delhi Unive.rsitl'. Prof. Tirvari
trenclrarrtll' criticizes the Nluslims for their "infantile

lxrlitical llerception" in allcnving thernselves to be
fcnlcd bv the falsc promise of respert for minority
ctlrrcirtioual irrstitrrtions embocliccl irr lhe nranifesto of
the Oongress(R).

Tlrt' \lrrslinr.s arc culpable on anotltcrl and gritvcr
scrrc. Ther. trcated Aligarh's future as an exc'ltrsively
\[uslirrr affair. ignoring the fact tlrat its srrrvival
a.r a ily'uslilr Llnitcrsiltl is a matter of concern to many,
rrrluv n<tn-\lrrslirns. fitrs, thev parleved s'ith the
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rlllers, supported them, ancl neglected the uon-\Iuslinr
intelligentsia,

Duiile Cross

The Govemrrrent of India's lrreach of faitli is
known; but, thanks to tlie ineflicielcy and archaic
publicitl, methods of tlie lt{uslirn politicians, few
knolv the gravity of thc' breac.h, the enormity of
Delhi's lretrava]. Contrast the publicity u'hich sorne
srnaller bodies are able to get to sell thcir concoctions.
Only tr couple of clailics published the lr{usljm Vlajlis
leader, Dr. A. J. Faridi's press statement of July 4 ancl
he has carecl little to publicise his cataloguc of assu-
rances, n'hich lies at the heart of the matter. The
significance of the lrrc.acl-r of these nran)' assurances
is bf ivi<ier significiince than everl the problem
of Aligarh. It touches the very vitals of our public life.
It brings out the amoral atmosphere of today. I make
no apology for quoting the tabulations of the Prime
Minister's asslrrances before the l97I Lok Sabha
elections rvhich Dr. Faridi has set out itr his statement:

"A Sturrmaly of our Pre-election talks rvith the
leaden of the Congress Party, including Primc Minister
Smt. Indira Gandhi is given beloiv. A rletailed rwte
lucas sent to lt[.r. D. P. Misra and through hint. to the
P.Itl. ott April Tth. 7972. Mr. trLisra acknotoledged the
receipt tlvough a mutunl friend, but no receipt has
been receioed frorn the Prime ltlinistefs offce. L[r.
Misra has not so far denied any of the f acts gioen belou;.
Moreovel in rny Presiclential acklress of \lav 6th, 1.972.
I reiterirted the assurances given to nrc' lry tlte Con-

Frcedom birst

gress leaders. Copies of this docunrent rvere serrt to all
<'oncerned. Ilone of tlrc fccts nwntionctl tltercin haue
ltecn conlrudicted by ang Congressnten.
. "I give berlorv a datervisc sr,lin!nar')' oi- the {.rr.lks.

Deccmber 30, 1970: At 6 a.m. I had talks with Mr.
Chandra Jit Yadav lvLI'. and iVr. Kedal Nath lvI.P.
lasting about trvo hours at Meerra tsagh, Netv Delhi.
They asked me for the exact terrns on rvhich l\Iuslinr
\Iajliis rvould support the Congress(R) at the lgTI
Lok Sabha Elections. After the discussion an cight point
programme rvas agreed, rvhich lvas ty-ped irucl given to
\{r. Chandra Jit Yadav rvho promised to deliver ii
to the P.M., N,Ir. U. S. Dixit and to N,tr. D. P. Nlisra.
It contained iterns regarding ( 1) the sttttrs of Urdu,
(2) Economic issues conceming lr{uslirns, (3) Consti-
trrtion of Minority Councils, (4) Aligarli NIuslini
Uniuersity, (5) School text books, (6) Parliamentary
c'onstituencies, (7) Rajya Sabha elections and (B) cer-
tain miscellaneous itents. December 31,I97I: At the
residence of \{r. D. P. lvlisra, ll, Rirce Course, Nerv
Dellri. Mr. D. P. N'Iisla said that he agrecd s'ith each
one of the points, brrt asked rne to keep thern con-
fidential for the time being ancl also prornised to sperrk
to the P.M. about thenr. /artuary 3, 1971: Mr. D. P.
\lisra sent a n'lessenger to Lucknorv to irsk me to go
over to Delhi to talk rvith the P.N{. and therefore I
rvent there. lanuary 4th, 1971 At 10 a.m. NIrs.
Subludra Joshi conrc to scc il,e and I gaae lrcr a co7t11

of the abooe-nrc.ntioned programnrc. :\l 1.(X) p.rn. tlrc
Prime lrlinister arriccd at tlrc residetrct' of llt'. D. P.

i\/isra. Slrc lwd nry 8 point progro,ttnt(: in ltcr lvtru!
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bag. Slw Inught tlrc paper out and. we disctrcsed erch
poit in dztail. Slte suggested awther meeti,ng as I
hocl rcquested trlr. D. P. Misra to hwlude as manu
items as toc.r pcsibltt in the election lt{anifesto.

"Jantnry I'ith, 1971: Bakshi Ghulam lvlohammecl
Saheb, tr{ufti .tticitrr llahman and N{r. Yorrnus Saleem
came to Luchrc,u' and brought rvith thern a copy of
the draft Couglerss N{anifesto. At 6 p.m. I rvent to
Bakshi Saheb's rr.im at Carlton llotel and immediatell'
after reading it I lt-jected the draft. Fresh three points
on which all of us rrgrecd rvere added, typed and hand-
ed to Bakshi Salrcb. They left for Delhi the same night.

"lanuary 22, I97l: 9 a.m. at the residence of Sardar

Jogendra Singh M.P. (Electric Lane). Sri H. N.
Bahuguna and myself discussed the currcnt affairs.
70 p.m. Mr. Balrugnrur corne to take nrc to'the Prtme
Iilinistefs rcsidence fm final talh"s ohich lasted for
abut 45 minutes.Ir[r. H. N. Balwgurn and Mr U. S.
Di.rit sot outside thc roont. lt was mutrnlly ogreed to
ad^d, the follouing patagraphs in th.e Congress Elcction
Manifesto, ond luIr. Bahuguna urote l,lem down'
(Paras 5l to 58 are set out of rvhich these hvo are
pertinent).

54. Secularism is one of the basic tenets of our
Constitution. In accordance rvith this Clonstitu-
tional imperative the Congress ryill strive to en-
sure that all rninorities have full freedom to
establish, manage and run eclucational and other
institutions.

55. The Congress rvill strive to ensnre the derno-
cratic functioning and protect the autonomous
cbaracter of educational institutions including
those establishecl at the instance of and for the
benefit of minorities.

Th"e P.IV. specificallg statccl tlrut 1laras 54 ancl 55 re-
fened to Aligorlt lrlu.slint Unioersittl. At thc P.LL's
s-uggestion tlrc umrc of A.lt.U. 1oa.e not nentionetl as
that uoultl ercite the opponents and if the rume of
onc minority institution uas ntentiotpd it umild be
unfoir to delete the others oiz. Christintr College etc.
The words 'injustice to Urdu'were also added in para-
graphs 53 and 5'6. The P.lr{. also remarked that there
would be no dificulty in establishing an Urdu Univer-
sity in U.P. The fonnation of lr{inority Councils rva-s

accepted in principlo. Some other points were also
discussed. I refurned to Westem Court at about mid-
ntght. Ianuary 24, 7977t I met Pandit Kamlapati
Tripathi at Sardar ]ogendra Singhs residence. He
knew all about our talks and assured me 'that all the:
promises woulcl be fulfflled as they were gentlemen's
agteemenC. lanuary 25, 7971: Mr. H. N. Bahugrrna
showed me at I p.m. the cyclostyled copy of the Con-
gress Election tr,Ianifesto to confirrn that all the navly
added paras were t]rere and in the correct form agreed
to between us. The manifesto was later on released to
the press. lttne 6, 1971: I met thc P.tr{. in hcr officc at

Freedon tr'irst

4 p.m. ancl reguested her to fulfil her pre-elcction pro-
rnises, She gave a patient hearing and asked me to
spe.ak to the Chief Minister of U.P. about the sarne.
Regurding Aligarh Muslim Llnivenity she said that the
Htrme Minister rvas looking ilt,-r the matter. Oct, 81/
Nou. I & 2,1977: A deputatior, of Muslim Majlis met
It{r. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, \'1r. Moinul Haq Chow-
dhry, N{r. S. S. Ray and lr{r. i{oorul Hassan, because
the P.r\{. had entmsted the drafting of the Bill to these
Ndinisters of the Union Government. They dtd not
eDen remotelg hint tlnt the Bill uould take tlw shape
ancl form in uhich it has been adoptnd." (italics mine)
Thus did Mrs. Gandhi seculo Muslim support.

There are trvo opinions about Dr. A. j. Faridi's
politics and his political iudgment. Opinion, however,
is undivided as to the personal integrity" of this utterly
selfless if politically nrisguided man. But we have more
than his bare rvord. We have the circumstantial
evidence, the detailed and speciftc chnracter of his
catalogtre of assurances, and the absenct' of rcbuttal
by the persons named.

The Rulers realised, Chiel Justice Hidal'atullah re-
marked in the Privy Purse Case, that "priuces were
not the only people in whoso rvonds trust should not
be placed". The l{uslims have realised it norv. In the
arnoral politics of today no pledge is allorved to stand
in the path to po\r'er aud yet gfeater power; be it a
pledge to a trusting minority, or, for that nratter, to
the Partris presidential candiCatc.
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KERALA: POLITICS VS. EDTICATION
F. A. Mechery

'RDUCATION", said a thinker, "makes people easy
u to lead, but difficult to drive, easy to govern, but

impossible to enslave." Bttt looking at the state of
higlrer edtrcation in Kerala one wonda's whether it is
not the other rvay round. The cunent agitation is but
orre manifestation of a malady that has been affiicting
education for quite some time and had rnade itself
felt ir-r diverse ways.

E<lucation has been left for n quarter of a century
entirely to shape itself under ro,-rior.,, pressures ancl
considerations, except the academic in almost all parts
of the cnuntry; want of planning in respect of its
obiectives, absence of co-ordination of standards and
a general indifference tou'ards its unpleasant conse-
quences brought about an unforttrnate state of affairs
whose effects will be manifested in di{Ierent places.
In Kerala the crisis has assumed the form of a struggle
between private rnanagements and the government. It
is but a passing phase. The problem will remain in its
many dimensions even after the crisis has blou'n over.

The Background.

Kq'alir has ahvavs been far head of the othcr states
in respect of literacl . Sch<l<ll ecltrcirtion lras becn
entirely free for ()\'('r A decacle and even before
the fees rvere lou' and in the process of graclual
eliminatiou. A near universal eclucation q'as undcr
\vA1;. [,1,1 in thc p:rrtictrlar political clirnate in the
stltc this r,r'idespreacl ccluctrtion provicled not tlrc
foun<latiorrs for futrrre development llrt tht' inflir-
stnrcture for agitational politics.

Higher education in tlte state is overrvhelmingly in
the hands of the private agencies which run Il9
colleges in the state; the government mns orrlv 14.
There is no gain-savirrg of the fact that nrany of the
private instittrtions have maintained a high standard
of disciplinc and instructiorr-a lact -rvlrich is ulso con-
firmed by the rush for admissions in those institutions
in spite of higher fees. The colleges are of various
types, Arts, Science, Commerce, Engineering, Teachers'
Training and others irrrd gradrratc as u'ell as post-
graduate corlrses are conducted by therr-r. Eighty-five
per cent of the students have to depend on these insti-
hrtions for education up to the highest levels.

The higlrcr fees c'hn1*.4 by the private institutions
have bcen turder fire earlier. It is obvious that on
the basis of fees charged in government colleges
the institutions u'ill not be financially viable. AIso,
tJre enforcement of the grades for teachers,
hr.latecl as thet' rverc'. increirscd thc burdcns of the
rn:ilr:lg('Ir(.nts. CilPitati<lrr fccs ancl otlrcr unfair prac-

tices supplemented dre income. It was incredible that
a young institution could grou' w'ith only the permitted
revenue. Illegal practices v'ere thus condoned as they
bridged the "credibilitv gap." The agitation for fee
unificatiou and against other practices had its ebb aucl
fou'accolding to the fortunes of the political parties
in the highly fluid state politics.

Actually the difference in rates of tees is not verl'
alarnring. According to one estinrate the difference is
only Rs. 12/ - for the pre-degree, Rs. 2O/ - for the degree
trnd Rs. 80/- for the post-glirduate classes per year.
But there is no uniformity among private colleges
thenrselves. Further, laboratory fees for Science courses
ar<' irlso lrigher in the privirte institutions, again, con-
siderably higher at the post-gracluate level. On the
rvhole even with a fec uni-ftcation, the pre-clegree
colleges rvill be profitable ventures, the degree colleges
will mosth'break even and the institutions s'ith post-
graduate facilities might not be viable units, post-
graduate faculties being expensive, ancl accommodirt-
ing orrl't, a ferv students.

The <lrrcnt struggle has taken its toll of u'olking
days frorn the acaclernic r,ear'. But that is n<ltlrirrg
lue\\'. Tlrc cxunrinati<lrrs frlr tlrt, irc irtlerri<' ) car
l97L-i2 dtrt' irt \larch-.-\pril l9;l \\'cre lrc'lcl itr
the state in Jtrne-July 1972 onll', tlrc postponentent
being necessitated bv loss of s'orking clrrl's due to
strikes. In one academic vear tlre students, tlre office
staff rrncl thc tcaching staff u'cnt on -strikc lx' ttrms on
difft'rcnt issrres. Tht' strikcs irfft'c'tcd rrrost collt'{es. All
lctrrlrrr'<l to u'rlrk tltt'ir' <lt'rrrirn<ls frrllr or plrrtlr- strtis-
fied. lrrrt tlrc strr<lorts rrcrc tltt'los<'rs lll tlrt'sitrrtc. itt
terms of instrtrctions. and time for qrrepirratiou. Exami-
nations rvere lxlstponecl often on tlreir dernancls, lrut
al'rr':rvs at tlrcir c'xpense. On the one hand, employnrent
opprlrtunitics. nrcrrgr'(' as tlrev iu'c. di<1 not s'ait for
tlreir tirne. On the otlrer', admissions of students frorn
Kelalit into institrrtions of higlrt'r le:rrrring all over tlre
countr\' (u'hcrc thcle is a quotir s1'stern fol thc States)
were delayed to their dctlinrent; u'here tllele u'as
open compctition, nothing rcmained for thenr. Sttrdent
wings of alnost cvcrv political par\', vcn' activc in
most institutions, u'aitetl for their nc'xt chartct'. So tlrc
yean rollecl by.

Politics Enters in u Big Waq

Each agitation is closeh' rvrrtc.ht<l ancl irsscsscd
by the intercstecl forccs. As tlr<'c.trlrt,nt irgitation
began thc taking of positi<rrrs \\'As plornltt anrl
r;trick. The Sc'cretarv of the Nair Selvicc So<.ictv
rvantccl tlrc. stttc gr)r'r,nrrrrcrrt tlrlrt tlrt, lrrttrir'
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could take over the N.S.S. colleges only "over the
deacl bodies oi tens of thorrsrrncls of Nairs rvh<r
hi*'e l;uilt trp tlrcsc institutiols." Tlrc Clrristiarrs *,ere
organised too :rncl put forrvarrd thc' corrstitutional right
of rninolities. T'he Kerala Congress supported the
malragements. The Rulirrg Congress strrked its all in
the struggle tgainst tlre private rnanagernents. The
Presjclent of the Pradq;h Congless ( O ) came out to
organise :r steering cotnnlittce of "democratic miuded"
parties t<-r chalk out a progrartut'rc, o[ rrgitation to defcirt
tlte rr.rove "to nationalise educ:rtion rrncler tlre garll of
fcc rrnification." The l\Iuslinr I-cague rvith its o\\/ll rlxe
kr grind made'a lot of trrreasir-ress to its n.rajor coirlition
partner' (Congress R.). The \Iirrxist leader \,1r. Narn-
lxlodiliprrd saicl that thc ruling cprrlition u'as corniitg
to :r crisis and that if the uriuistry fell "there is n<l
<Src.stion of the Mar-xist party' forming a ministrv of
its orvn ol supporting iurother nrinistrv turtil after. ir
freslr electiou." l-he politic:il nloves continue and soolr
tlre. r'eal issrres are vitirtted.

If tlre issue is st,t'n florn tlrt'r.tcitclt'uric p<riut of
rit'rv the solutiorr is trot clifftcult. Thc role of rvcll
corrtlrrctecl 1:rivirtc r'<ltrc:rtiorr:tl irrstitrrtions crnnot
be ovc'r'looked. Apart froru tlre frnrditmentrrl rielrt
ol' thc rninoritie:s to rurr tlreir orvn instittrtions. strclr
undert:rkings can starrcl out frotn the cltrll unifbrmitv
of rr stilte ilnposecl cdrrcirtion. '\utorrornv of suclr irrsti-
trrtions to ther rrrrrrirrrrrrrr possiblc t'rterrt is tlre lrallrnar.k
ol lillt.r.rl t'rlrrc.irtiorr. \cedlcss to sa\., thc strict ctr-
lorct'rnt'nt ol tlrt' nrles is n<lt ir curtaillnerrt of srrclr
autonorn\'. It cannot lle left to the goodrr-ill <lf tlrc
lr;ulirg('tncllts to tlo jtrsticc accorclirrg to tlrt'ir r.iglrts.
F-r rorrgli c'orrtlols rrrrrst llc introdtrcccl rvlretlrcr it lrc
irr thr' :tppointnrrltrt oI teaclrers or tlrc adnrission of
strrtlt,nts. It is rro st'c.rr'l tlrrrt trlrrrv institrrtiorrs (trot lLll.
\\ r, rnil.\' sitv irr fltirrrcss I crtritc.t anr-tlritttg lrctu-t,t,rr
Its. 2.(XX) arrd lls. 12.(XX) fbr. aplxrirrtrrrcrrts. Tlris is
prrrrishirl>lc rrrrck,r tlrc cristinrl larvs. Tltcn rvlrr. clo tlrt,
l)iur zlg('llt(,nts cscitpci)

l'ost-glrrclrrirtc tt-'irclrirrq, :rrr t'xllcrrsivt' itt,rrr rvitlr tlrt
lllir':rtt. urarilg('nl('nts, nrtrst llc dont'otrlv irt tlre Llrrivcr-
sitit,s or in sclcctt'<l post-{radtritte cctrtr.es. Tlris is
:rr':tclt'rrrir.irllv s<trrn<l: at least at tlris lcvel ol' ecltrcatiorr
tlrcr'.' shorrlcl llr. tlrt' irrtt.llcctrrirl crchanqt' lletrr.cerr tlrc
stlrolirls. tlrat r..xpkrsivt' c<llrtir:t lrt'tn.ct'rr rninds frulrn
(lill(,r'(.nt sr.lrools of tlrcltrght, tlrat collectir.t' seekinq ol
rvisclorrr rvlric.lt curr lrr'fostt'rt:rl orrlv irnr<lrrq tlrr.rsc living
togr-'tlrer fol tlrc prrrl)os('. Univcrsitv t.<lucirti<trr dcve-
lollr'<l frorrr sucll a poirrt o[: r'ierv. Urrirr.r.sities becarrrt,
ct,lrtrr's of l<:llrring. ar'crlils of jntellt'c.trral clrlllt,rrge,
a rnr't,ting place ol scver':ll lrrillirrrrt rrrirrtls: frorrr tlrt'r.t'
r-'irrnt. tlrc irlt,as arrrl rnovr.nr('nts tlrat trarrsforrrrr'<l tlrr,
uorlrl. llrrt rvitlr tlrr' pnllil't,r'ltiorr ol: colh'gt's irr t,r.r,rr
torvrt lrrrrl villaqt. "rurir.t.r'sitv crlrrc.utiorr" lr,r. l,t.ul,r,,,
llror irrr'rlrlisr.rl-trrllt,q,': :rr',' litrlL. nr()1.(, lllru si.lrtrrlls rri
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a lrighcr order'. let trs not sa)', coaching cLusr:.s fol tlrt'
prcseut. Post-gtaduate eclucation can hlve l>ettcr
abodcs rr'!rclc tlre sclrol:rls u'ill set'k u'isckrrrr irrstr.irtl ol'
mcrely collecting iuformation.

Tlrrrt. iucidentirlll,, rvill relieve tlte privatc institrr-
tiorLs of considelable financial brrldens. Rut tlre basic
attituder torvarcls [ec's mtrst undergo a change. The'
clerr.r:rnd has rrh'ead1,' becn raisecl in sonre quarters for'
thc abolition of fecs in the pre-degree clnss. This onlv
shou,s that a ctllc'gc c(luqrtiorr is not sccrr as anytlring
clifk-'rent fronr a sch<rcI eductrtion. The lattr.r' is of a
gc'lrelll nilturc uccessary fbl all fbr obtaiuing the basic
ctltripnrent to get along in life. But the former is an
invcstnrt'nt, a prepirration for a ltc:tter cilleel', olr('
expccts tt-r get the returns frorn that investnrerrt anrl
ers such his expeuses for his orvn futtrre plaDs irre not
to be passed on to the taxpayer.

Higher cclucation to be meaningful must have its
stanclarcls constautl!' on the irscendencv keeping pucc
n'ith thei cxprursion of the lrorizons of knowledge. It
rnrrst bc sr:lectivc', and open to those \\'lro tnke it as :r
lnission and a challenge, who posscss the required
attitutlcs irnd eqtripnrc'rrts. There is no rootn for mrrss
prodtrction thc're-it is selective specialistrtion. Cheap-
ening the u'hole afiair quantitativelr', ec<rnornically arrcl

othcrnvise ancl seeking street solutiolts to academic
<lucsti<lrrs is dangerotrs for knorvledge ke<:ps erploding
:rntl rt'aits fol rtortt'.

PROIECIS
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ENCLISH AI\ID THE INDIAN THEATRE
Zarin N. Minocher-Homji

rFflE art of thc thcatre ctrnstitrrtes scveral coru-
I poncnts, not tlrc lcast of rvlrich is languagc.
Scrious, rncaningful tlreatre does inc]trde elements of
spectacle, music, dance, costume and several other
tletails of production. And yet rronc ol' thesc could
exist rvere it not for thcr script rvlriclr is thc prirnc c.ause
for tlrc existencc of any production, be it an elaltolirtc
onc or a simple, lou'-budget one. Probably the greirtes^t
s()urcc of enjol,ment in the theatlc is hearing goocl
dialogue-in othcrr u'ords, thc langrritgc usecl b)' thc
playrvright to ptrt fonvarcl his itlcas ancl vicrvs on his
clroscn thernc.

It is no use denying the fact that all grent plays
lravo litelaly qualitic.s and it is thc langrrage u'hich
dctcmrines, among other things, n'hether a play is
grcat literature or not. This problc.m of tlre languagt,
trsr:d in a 1tla1' brirrgs us to ir cliscussion of Indian plavs
in English-cithcrr rvrittcn originally' in English or
trauslated frorn one of thc several Indian languages
into English. Hou' often rvhile rvatclring an lnclian
lllay in English has one felt that a \\,rong note was
being struck sourervhere. Tlterc is tlre pcrsistent fecl-
iug that somcthirrg is lacking something missing that
proverrts tlrc play from aclrieving thc Ireights or giving
coruplctc and unqualificd testhetic pleastrre.

I presume the main reason for tlris feeling of dissatis-
laction is that one is arvare of the falsitl' of tlrc languirgc
iu the mouths of these characters. The simple, un-
cducatecl villager, or thc city manual laborrrt'r, or the
illiterate domestic servant, or thc traditional olcl
granclmother or irunt-none of thesc mcn ilncl lr'orneu.
or othcrs likc thc'rn, are evcr likell' to exprcss tlrclrstlvt's
irr English an<l it is bcc:rtrsc'of this n\\'irr('11(,\s tlrat orrc
hears the false rrotc rirrging lgain art<l irgairr.
Forkecl Tongue: Is the Indian plavwright u'riting in
English restricted then to rvriting about that narro\\,
class of Inclians rvho u'ould be likely to express thcnr-
sr'lvcs rraturallv in the English llngrragr:. for u'hrlrrr
English is ahnost ir rnothcr-tongtrc? \\/<lrrkl tlrt, plrrv irr
that casc not havc sonrething lrrcking and lx. credible,
in other s'orcls, bcconrc totalll' convirrcing :.rrrcl bt'
cffcctivc theatre? Tlrere is, on thc othcr lruncl. that
pcculiar brand of English some of rrs Indians speak
and the plirl'rllight cotrlcl trse thrt irliorn. lxrt the
rcsult u'otrld orrlv be firrcical since it wotrl<l hc rrsecl for
rrotlting c.rccpt a caricatulc. One c<lulcl lrardlv expcct
the plavu'right to use that idiorn to convc)' serious plo-
founcl thouglrts ancl lropc to evaclc ir cornic effect.

Au argurrrent th:rt cirn be advancecl agrrilst tlris
thesis is tlrat Etrropeatr plavs arc trirrrslrrtc<l into Eng-
lish constanth' ancl tlrat tlrere scenrs to lrc ltotlring
lrrc'kirrg tlrt'r'r.. It is onlv bccirusc out' is not irs'art. ol

the effect tlre play lras irr thc original languagc. lJesides,
thc Ianguagc in tlrrtt case c:tn evoke similar c<rnnota-
tions trnd similar feelings since there is the similaritl'
of cultures and traclitiorrs. Icleas and valtrcs are there-
fore imurediately cornrnunicable n'ithout loss of too
rnanv of thc fincr slracle's of mcaning, In othcr u'or.cls,
onc calr fin<l thc right idiom to comnrunicate the
thoughts of the plavrvright.

Arriving at the right iclionr for any plaf is one of tltc
!{rcatest struggles a plat's'right has to fAce tvcn rvhcn
rvriting in his os'n languagc aborrt clrartrcters lrc is
r.ery larniliar n,itlr. Horv rntrch rnore of arr iriipossible
struggle does it thcn bc:conrc for tlre Inclian Plavrvright
u'riting in English atrd nrirking lris Indian clraracters
spcak ir lirngurgc thcv arc nevr.r t<l spcirk in tlrc rcal
rvorkl.

Onc rvotrl<l likc to sc(' mflrry lllorc n(:\\' plrrvs beirrt
trrrrrcd out irr Errglish and sirrcc tlrt' spokcrr rvorcl is rrl
prime irnportlulcc in thcr theatrc it s'ould be rvortlr
their u'lrilc if Inrliarr playrvrights coucentrirtcd on tlrr.
problcm arrcl forrnd thlt prccisc iclionr that rr.ill rrrak<.
an Indian plav in Englislr tick atrd bccome trulr' (rt.at
in thc theatre.
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trloans round s'ith many
'Tis not too late to seek a

I arrr uot couccl'necl r.r'hethcr we call trust Pakistan
President Bhutto or not. But I arn concerned rvhether
\\,e crln trirst oulselves o[ not.

-Prime lvlinister Indira Gandhi
lndian Express, August

WITH MANY VOICES

politician frorn thc

Econotttist, July 15.

. "Thc deep
voices. Come, rny friends,
ncrver world."

-Tenngson.

Thcr best thiug to nri.\ \\,ith liquor is conlr.l)oll sense.

-Advertisemellt of Licensed Ilevcrage Industries,
lnc. in U.S. Ncros &World Report, August 7.

Registered No. MH 272

response to a collective

Encounter, April 1972.

lll
1.

The staminir rvhich separates the
clilettantc.

-The

It is the Soviet Union these days that seems to be
determinecl to repeat all the U.S. mistakes of past
years in dealiug with allies rvho don't measure up.

-U.S. Ne,us &World Repoit, August 7.

The Sotrth \iietnamese have less to fear from I-Ianoi Every leader is an individual
than fron.r the election of Senator George McGovern. demand.

-The Economist, July 15. -Leon Trotsky qqoted in

This rnan's ideas aren't liberal. This man's ideas are
cIazr"

-Gcorge ]tleanl' on lvlcGovem, Tirne, Tuly 24.

ln fact, u<l Governrnent in the world has taken
greater precarrtions to ensure that re:rl economic power
is concentrated irr thc.il orvn hancls.

-I. R. D. Trrta in Statement to Slrareholders <lf
Trrta Iron & Steel Company.

f-irt' rrvclagc llet-,plt' o[ Arnerica-tlrose rvho arc sick
arrri tirecl of higli tares ancl foleign airl to corrntrit,s
tlrat spit orr rrs ancl want to see us losc irr Vietnam,

-Govcrrror Gcolge \\/alllcc irr
Thc licortonrisl. Jrrlv 15.

Fnrr':lolr lirnst,
C/o l)crrroc'rirtic Ilcsearch Sclvice
127, l\litlrirtrrrrr (hrrcilri Roatl,

llorrrlr.rr l. ('l'lrorrc: :;-lj{l )

I'luosc cnrol ttra ds u subscribcr ro linruuo.rr litns.r.
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llc i.sil un o slutlat. I rcmit Rs. 8.o(t

l\anrc:.

Oollcge (for studcnts)

z\tlcl rcss :

Signahrre

Evidently you cannot have both higher wages and
low prices.

-Prime Minister Iudira Candhi at Congress
Pirrliarnentirry Party rneeting quoted in

Sunday Standard, July 30.

If those West Euxrpeirns u'lto spend irny time at all
thinking rrbout tlte prol)lenrs of clefence hrrd the vote
in November, most of thenr rvoulcl be votiug for \lr.
Nixon, ancl that probrrbly includes most merrrbers of
Europe's Social Denrocratic Pirrties.

-The Econonrisf, July 29.

.\s Chilt''s plolrlt'rrrs cleel>c'tt. anti-Allt'nclc jokcs in-
crcasc. Ouc has him expropriating the Sahara Desert.
After a montlr, ull the s'ells have gone clry'; trfter t\4'o
rn<lrrths, all thc carnels l-rave diecl; after six motltlrs.
Allerrdc has begrrn to irnpot't sand.

-Tinc, Atrgtrst 7.

I)illlorrracv is lc'rrrcnrberirrg :r la<11"s biltlr<lay lrtrt
lirlgctting lrer age.

-Anrltirssadol Kctrting in 'Iinrc, Atrgust 7'

\\/hcn tlrcir r:rdio plays llatliotic songs it is tin.rc for
Egyptians to get u'orried.

-The Econonrisf, August 5.

Nict' grrvs tlon't rvirt ball gaurcs.

-Salgent Shriver quoted irt US Nertr,'r &
\ltorkl Report, August 21.

I'rrblishetl lor thc I)cmocratic Research Service hv J. R. Patel,
!ir'11111;11 I ( l'lr,rrr, : :;.lrl.l I I ;rrrrl prirrt,.rl ln lrirrr :r{

Associatc Editor, Freedom First
Itrlirrrrl l'rirrlcls. i5 (lirrrrdlr i llrirri

at 127. l\1. Candhi Road,
llorrtlrar'7.
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