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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

M. R. Masani

NOW that the official celebrations on August 15, with
all their pomp and glitter, have passed and the
crowds that came to see the lights have gone home it
should be possible for thinking people to take a little
time off to consider just what it was that was being
celebrated.

One does not, of course, have to go to the other
extreme and agree with Mr. E. M. S. Namboodiripad
who explained his refusal to join in observing the
occasion by alleging that “these celebrations sought
to give official recognition to the betrayal perpetrated
by new selfish men who rose to power in the name of
untold sacrifices undergone by thousands of martyrs
and lakhs of freedom fighters” in order to appreciate
the scepticism with which a large number of people
have watched what Djilas would describe as the “New
Class” of exploiters in New Delhi rejoicing on their
good fortune and their opportunities.

All India Radio, as was to be expected, did its best
but its behaviour, characteristic of a Government
monopoly, showed up the current limitations on free-
dom of expression even on the part of the Founding
Fathers of the Republic and Constitution. Mr. H. V.
Kamath, a Socialist leader and himself a former member
of the Indian Civil Service, has told of his own “happy
anniversary” experience in a letter to the Press. When
he was approached by All India Radio to answer three
questions put to him as one who was present as a
Member of the Constituent Assembly in the Central
Hall of Parliament on 14th August, 1947, he agreed
to do so on condition that his replies were not edited or
tampered with. When he was told a little later that
Delhi was not in a position to give any such assurance,
he on his part regretted his inability to cooperate,
adding that he preferred “no talk” to a “doctored” one.
Mr. Kamath has, with a dry sense of humour, asked
for two cheers for “the right vouchsafed to you, me and
every other citizen by the Central Government to speak
freely on A.LR., subject only to a minor restriction—its
prior approvall”

My own experience as another of the midwives of

our Constitution was much less painful and even
a little amusing. On 14th June, I was approached by
All India Radio in Bombay to answer the same ques-
tions which had been put to Mr. Kamath. I was told
that my answers should take about ten minutes. When
sending in my answers a day prior to their recording
I wrote on 11th July to A.LR. and stipulated that I
expected that these answers would be broadcast in the
same terms as they were given without any deletions to
which I was not a party in advance. As it happened, the
recording only took seven minutes. A few days later,
A.LR. Bombay were informed by Delhi that since
time would not permit my comments being given
seven minutes, A.LR. Delhi would decide what part of
my answers they would relay.

Being an old hand at this game, I promptly declined
to anything of mine being broadcast on these terms,
but asked Bombay to inform Delhi that I was quite
prepared for as short a say being given to me as was
found necessary so long as the choice of the extracts
would be mine,

Finally, I was asked to choose 150 words—around
one and a half minutes! This T did and I concede

e R S e T O T L T

CONTENTS

§ Happy Anniversary

by M. R. Masant 1 %

= 'The Hard Pressed Students §
by Geera DocTor 4%

The P.M., Dr. Faridi & Aligarh %

: by A. G. NOORANI iy
S Kerala: Politics vs. Education %
s by Pror. F. A. MECHERY 18-
% English and the Indian Theatre §
: by Zariy MiNocHER-HoMjr 15 §

(RS RA AT e

TR

e TR TN
















































	244 - September 1972
	Contents
	Happy Anniversary - M. R. Masani
	Between You & Me and the Lamp Post
	Swadeshi Curtain
	The Soviet Spy
	The Hard Pressed Students - Geeta Doctor
	The P.M., Dr. Faridi & Aligarh - A. G. Noorani
	Kerala: Politics Vs. Education - F. A. Mechery
	English and the Indian Theatre - Zarin N. Minocher-Homji
	With Many Voices

