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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

Indo-Iranian Relations

(eeta Doctor

FROM the momentum of interest that is building up
around Iran in the Indian press these days, one
would imagine that the lost Continent of Atlantis itself
had emerged from the Indian Ocean. No doubt Iran’s
rise to power has been remarkable, but in a country
with 11 per cent of the world’s proven oil resources,
which in 1972 alone brought in $2,800 million, it is
hardly unexpected. Nor has her progress, spectacular
as it is, been entirely unforeseen, starting as it did with
the White Revolution in 1963, and bringing about,
under the firm guidance of the Shah, a social and
economic reform that would pull Iran right out of the
dark ages and place it among the forefront of the
countries in Asia, That we should view these develop-
ments with interest is understandable. What is unfor-
tunate is that the interest should be tinged with
anxiety that is largely a result of being suddenly con-
fronted with the realization that Iran is setiing out to
be the “biggest military power east of Suez and west
of Japan”. In this context, while welcoming India’s
current efforts at patching up relations with Iran, it
would not be unfair to wonder whether it is going to
be a classic example of locking the stable after the
horse has bolted.

It is a regrettable but true fact that, despite links
forged by tradition and sentiment, India’s relations
with Iran in the last few years have been far from
satisfactory. They have been characterized by distrust,
disinterest and disillusionment which have neutralized
even the most determined efforts at friendship. It is a
feeling which surfaces every now and then in the
‘Letters’ column of leading newspapers, erying, “Iran
cannot be trusted” to which the corollary is “Iran is
arming Pakistan against India”. Indeed there is an
audible sigh of relief when Iran, after making her
periodic affirmations of good will in private, feels it
necessary to repudiate them in public. This was the
case when Shri M. C. Chagla visited Iran when he was

Foreign Minister. This has also been the recent ex-
perience of a visiting journalist who made headlines
of Iran’s good intentions towards India, only to find
them hotly denied the next day. Obviously Iran finds
it embarrassing to have her declarations of good faith
shouted aloud from the roof tops, and it is time we
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The prestigious International Institute for
Strategic Studies has recently published figures
which show that on land, sea and air alike the
armed forces of India outnumber and out-gun
the combined forces of Iran and Pakistan. In the
light of this, Mrs, Geeta Doctor has contributed
a valuable corrective to the prevailing hysteria in
New Delhi. Her article may well have been en-
titled “How not to turn a friend into an enemy.”

In the face of conflicting statements from
Moscow and New Delhi, we present our readers
with detailed data prepared by an expert about
what goes on in Comecon to enable them to judge
whether it is in India’s interest to join that
organisation of Communist States.

Mr. Lewis H. Gann is a Senior Fellow of the
Hoover Institution at Stanford and is the author
of several books on the problems and countries
of Africa. We carry an abridged version of a most
stimulating article of his in Survey which, though
not written about India, shows clearly the way
in which our own “New Class” in New Delhi
exploits the myth of “Neo-Colonialism”.

Reviews of two books and our Drama Critic’s
contribution to the controversy over Godspell
make up the rest of the issue. :
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