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THE NOTIONAL ALTERNATIVE

S. V. Raju

BESET by serious snags, the countdown for the
rocket (six stage) christened “Bharatiya Lok Dal”
destination National Alternative, continues fitfully. The
trouble with the rocket is its fuel. The various compon-
ents like the Swatantra Party, the BKD and the SSP
don’t mix. Yet the scientists are confident that the
rocket will lift off even if it be for a “leap in the dark”.
The latest report is blast off is scheduled for August 29.
This is the story of one of the components, the
Swatantra Party, its technical problems, and how the
scientist in charge of this component sought to get
over the problem.

The Swatantra Party was formally launched at its
Preparatory Convention in Bombay on August 1, 1959,
Fifteen years later on August 4, 1974, the seventh
National Convention resolved to vote itself &ut of
existence “from such date as the President, Mr. Piloo
Mody, may declare in consultation with the National
Executive.” It is not without significance that not one
of the Founding Fathers who were on the platform
at the Preparatory Convention was to be seen at the
seventh Convention, The only one, Minoo Masani was
on the floor secking to shake those on the platform out
of the hypnotic spell of the mantra of “National Alter-
native” that had gripped them.

Why the involved decision? Why could not the Con-
vention decide to dissolve the Party with immediate
effect? The reason was that another compeonent, the
BKD, was also having problems of its own. Therefore
the Swatantra decision was suitably tailored. In plain
language, it was left to Mr. Charan Singh to decide
whether or not the Swatantra Party should wind up!

In its editorial of August 12, 1974, the Times of India
observed:

“Mr. Masani is mistaken in thinking that the Swa-
tantra Party, with little following anywhere, has a
worth while role to play anywhere.”

Perhaps if the facts as to what transpired at the
Convention had been known and if the role of the
Party had been understood in its correct perspective,
the comment might have been different. As it happens,
the press in general could be forgiven for its ignorance.

For it was kept out of Sapru House despite delegates
pointing out as the Convention got under way that
for the first time since its birth, the press had been
prevented from following the proceedings.

There were actually three resolutions before the
Convention, The official one that sought dissolution,
another rejecting the idea and a third which sought,
in the light of the present mood in the country and
the plight of the Party, to convert it into an educative
and service organisation. This resolution which was
tabled by Mr. Masani, was a compromise resolution
and would have had meaning only if it evoked a con-
sensus, The compromise would have enabled those
who wished to see Swatantra alive to see its con-
tinuance sans electoral politics and those who wished
to join the new Party would have been equally free
to do so. .

Defectors’ Formula?

The Party establishment rejected Mr. Masani's
formula on the ground, as Mr. Piloo Mody put it, that
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“This is the way world ends,
Not with a bang but a whimper.”

This little verse comes to mind on a perusal
of the article on the fading out of the
Swatantra Party contributed by S. V. Raju,
for over a decade the Executive Secretary of
the Party at its national headquarters.

‘Checkpoint Charlies’ exist in great numb-
ers even in India today. This zone is the zone
of Gulag Archipelago, says well-known novel-
ist Manohar Malgonkar.

After ‘A Mood of Barriers’ comes ‘A Time
For Sharing. Our new contributor, Pervin
Mahoney, writes about her experience of work
in an Israeli kibbutz during the war.
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