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ISN°'T IT TIME FOR JP TO SPEAK UP?

M. R.

HERE is an old Russian proverb which says:

“The yesman is your enemy, but your friend
will argue with you.” Tt is perhaps time for those
of us who are like myself friends of the Janata
Government to act on that adage.

There are probably two things on which there is
a wide area of agreement among intelligent people.
The first is a great sense of satisfaction and relief
at the change from an authoritarian to a democratic
regime. The other is a growing sense of disappoint-
ment and concern at the performance of the new
administration. Now that the honeymoon is over
after the first hundred days, people are watching
with a clear eye what goes on in New Delhi and
they don’t like what they see.

The two areas on which concern is building up
are those of economics and public morality. Prices
keep rising, and no amount of threatening business-
men and traders, including — perish the thought —
the use of MISA and violence in the streets will
bring prices down. On the contrary, the payment
in cash of Compulsory Deposits which the Finance
Minister described in Parliament as a concession to
Labour will, as he himself admitted, only stoke the
inflationary fires. The Budget, which Professors
C. N. Vakil and Brahmananda have rightly cate-
gorised as potentially inflationary, is a typical
Jawaharlal Nehru budget and the requisite “U-Turn”
that Mr. N. A. Palkhivala has for years been urging
is conspicuous by its absence. The pampering of
those who take part in illegal strikes, as in the case
of The Indian Express, has resulted in the loss of
4.2 million man-days during the last four 1nonths.
We seem to be back again to the sterile Socialist
cliches of the Jawaharlal Nehru period, and demago-
gic Leftist “lung-power” seems to be prevailing over
Gandhian principles. The Janata Party appears to
be developing a split Jekyll-and-Hyde personality.

Even more disturbing is the moral let-down.
The people have been treated to a spate of broken
promises and pledges such as those against defec-
tions and the toppling of State Governments and
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those for the selection of honest men as candidates
for election and the freedom of members of State
Assemblies to choose their leaders and Chief Mini-
sters without interference from Delhi.

There is also the spectacle of chronic infighting
among the groups who have come together to form
the Janata Party. Mr. Jagjivan Ram has confessed
to “deep anguish™ at this phenomenon and quipped
that “only the CFD seems to have merged in the
Janata Party”. Mr. Prafulla Chander Sen has

(Continued on page 12)

You Said It

By LAXMAN

o--He bas warned that bhe

will dump the culprits inte
the sea or boil them o oil!
Ahthough he doesn't mean K,
#t shows our determipation to
being the prices down!.--

Courtesy: Times of India
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