
310 
SEPTEMBER 1978 

Priee: 50 p. 

27th Year of Publication 

EDITORS : S. V. RAJU 

GEETA DOCTOR 

WAR AGAINST DISSIDENTS 
,V. B. Karnik 

Communist Russia has restarted its war against 
dissidents. It had not stopped as a matter of fact at 
any time since it began with the fonndation of the 
communist state. But for some vears in thio decade' 
it was much less obtrusive and a·erce. With the end 
of the talks in Belgrade over the imnlementation of 
the Helsinki accords on the protection of hmna1 1 
rights, the war has begun again with all its terror and 
violence. 

The mo<>" notahlf' nf the latest victims of the war 
is Anatoli Shcharansky, a mathematician and com­
puter expert. A young Jewish intellectual · that he is, 
he was keen on emigrating to Israel. Permi-.;<;ion to 
emigrate was refused to him several times. He then 
came in touch with the dissidents prominent amongst 
whom were the physicist and Noble Prize-wiPJl Pr. 
Andrei Sakharov, the scientist, Yuri Orlov ancl the 
writer, Alexander Ginsbur~. That was eno·ugh ·for 
the Russian rulers to pick him up as one of their 
victims. 

Shcharansky \vas arrested in March 1977 on a 
charge of spyirig for the United States. He was 
alleged to have turned over to the West "classi£ecl 
data on the location, staffing and role of a large num­
ber of defence industry installations." On his arrest 
Tass had shrieked: "The trai•or will be iud,gecl ac­
cording to the full rigour of Soviet law." He was 
brought to trial after sixteen montls · in jail when he 
was not allowed to meet anv of his friends or rela­
tives including his wife. In(.lucc> ments to confes'i that· 
were offered to him can be gathered from the statc>­
ment he made in court after his conviction. He said ·: 
"Onring March and April those who were conducti ng 
the investigations warned me that with the positio• 1 
l was taking...... and which I am following here in 
court, I would face a firing squad or 15-years pri<;o fl 
at least. But if I agreed to co-operate with the in­
vestigation·, .. l was promised quick release and re­
i mification with mv wife." 

. Shchara11<kv r{J,,sed to co-operate and was, there­
fore sentenced to three years in "close confinement" 
and' ten years in a "strict regime" labour camp after 
a secret trial lasting five days in July 1978. The trial 
was labelled as "open", but none of the dissidents or 

their relatives were allowed to attend it, not even th e 
Second Secretary of the U.S. Embassy who was sent 
as an observer as the charge against the prisoner was 
of spying for that cmm•rv. ,An !\nw rican journalist to 
whom the seerets were passed on was 'named, h ut th e 
onlv evidence that was prodnced was· a doctlmf'nt in 
R'lssian which the journalist was compelled to sign 
while in nolice cnstodv and which he cn11ld not r<·:Hl 
a <; he dicl not know Russian. The ionrnalist sta'·cd 
laf·er that he knew Shcharanskv, had discussed with 
him several times the problems of Jews desirous of 
emigrating to Israel , bllt that the talks had never am·­
thing to do with military or state secrets. 

It is clear from the record that Shcharansky hacl 
to S11ffer the savage punishment meted out to him 
becatbe of his vignrou~ efforts to inform the . \tVe~ t 
aho11t •he tri ,;l~ and the trih1 dnti0m qf the disstdents 
and more particularly of Jewish scientists and others 
anxious to go to Israel. He was aho a member ol· 
one of the monitoriJ1g groups formed by the di~si.rl~nts 
to keep an eye on violatio n ~ of the Hel~inki <1ccords. 
He was acti~e in collecting information about tb em 
and publicising it in the West. The commLinist rul ers 
did i1ot like such information to go ont. Hence the 
trial and the savage sentence. 

In the same week two other trials were staged. 
One' -w,is ·of Alexander Ginzburg and the o•her nf 
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Viktoras Pektus. One trial took place in Kaluga at
a distance of a hundred miles from Moscow ernd the
other in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania. The charge
of anti-Soviet activity was common in both, 

"r"rdboth ended in conviction and a severe sentence.
Alexander Ginzburg a well-known writero is a

veteran in - the ffght for human rights. H; has
already un9ergone two sentences, one of two years,
and the other of ftve years. One was a punishmeni
for publishing an unofficial troetry mus"rfr.t" and the
other for irn unauthorised rrirblicition in the trial ot
disside-nt writers, Andrei Sinyavsky and yuri Daniel.
The charge in the latest triil was that he was the
administrator of a fund set up by the famous exiled
writr:r, Alexandcr Solzhenitsyn- to'help Russian politi-
cal ;rrisoners ancl their families. Thi real reas'on of
the trial, how_eler, -was that_ he was the main orga.
niser cif thr: Helsinki accords monitoring groups iet
up at a number of places. He was bro"ugit to trial
after seventeen moriths in secret custodyl He was
sentenced to eight vears imprisonment. 'His 

friends
are afraid that with the tolr.ture undergone in the
two p_revious imprisouments he may not iurvive this.

- 
'fh<' o+her prisoner, Victoras Pektus, was senterr-

c,ed- tg ten years' imprisonment. He is a Roman
Catholic and was active in voicing the religious and
nationalist aspirations of his peo"ple in iithuania.
He was also a member of one 

-of ihe Helsinki moni-
toring groups. His inclugion in the group shows the
wide diversity of the dissidents' monemlent. It in-
cludes within itself scientists and writers and politi-
cians as well as religious dissenters and leadirs of
minority groups, that is, all those rvho feel them-
selves clrcr-kegl by the spreading terrtacles of the
octopus of the communist state.-

The trials have been condemned all over the
world by rvriters and jounralists, by rrarties arrcl
;xrliticiarrs and also_ by' Ieade_rs of rnuily govern-
ments. President Carter condemned them 'as "an
attack on all those who believe in basic humiur
rights". The British Prime Minister. Iames Calla.
ghan saw in them 'the hallmarks of ihe trials we
knerv in Stalint day". The late Pone. parrl VI ex-
pressed the opinion that the sentences inflicted wilh
great severity were "unjust and violated the lg75
Helsinki accords". More significant is the criticism
voi_ce!- by the communist parties of France, Italv
and C,reat Britain. Nearer home the Thnes of Indio
characterised the trials as "mock trials reminislerrt of
those that disgraced the Soviet Union in the thirties."

The three trials took place in lulv. brrt the re-
newed.repressions of the dissidents'began in March
immediatelv after the Belgrarle rnecting lrclcl t<r
review the.accords reached -at Helsinkl inihe Cirnfei-
elrce on- Security and_Co-operation in Errrope. At
the conference Russia had signed accords aloirg wi*h
many Eu-rope-an nations and U.S.4. guaranteeing
human freedom. After the Belgrade meetini
Russia should have as a matter of fact improved hr i
behaviour in the fteld of human rights. But the ex-
posures at the meeting seem to have angered her
and that led to a renewed campaign to suppress
the dissidents. The day after- the -meeting 

"tia"a.the former Red Army Genera_l, Pygtr Grigorenko
was deprived of his citizenship while recbvering
after a srrrgical operation in U.S.A. Less than ;

rveek Iater the same treatment was accorded to the
famous cellist lvlalislav Rostropovich and his wife,
the welknown singer, Galina- Vishnivskaya. Both
had , received the iighest honour of being recog-
nised as 'People's Aitist". They incurred -the 

dis-
pleasure of the regime when they wrote a letter to
newspapers supporting the cause of the dissidents.
General Grigorenko has been for years nrpporting.
the dissiden's arrd demanded justice for them ancl
for national minorities. The three have been ac-
cused of "anti-soviet activities." They have offered
to go back to Russia if an open trial would be held
to enable them to establish 

-their innocenee. There
is so far no response to the offer.

In May Dr. Yuri Orlov, the founder of the
groups set up in 1976 to monitor the Russian imple-
mentltion o-f the Helsinki accords, was prosecuted
and sentenced to seven years hard Iabour to be
followed by ftve years of exile. The crime that he
was supposed to have committed was 'anti-Soviet
agitatirrn." The London Times has described the
trial at which the sentence was Dronounced at
follows: Dr. Orlov was not allowed to make any
statement about his activities or even to question
witnesses called for the prosecution. The crowd in
the court jeered and laughed, as instructed, no
doubt. It was "a show, a circus" protested Mrs.
Orlov. Outside the court the Western correspon;
dents and Mr. Orlov's supporters were duly but-
numbered by another hostile gathering supposed to
represent the affronted Russian public." The trial
and the sentence has shocked the democratic coltsci-
enc.e all ove': +he world. Even communists have not
hesitated to condemn them. About the same time a
couple of otlrer members of the monitoring .groups
were als I tried and senteneed 'o long terms of i'n-
prisonment. The obiect of the prosecution apDears'to be as one writer in the H"erold, Tribund' has
pointed out, "to annihilate dissidence in the Soviet
Union.

One more trial is to take place in the next few
days, that of Alexander Podrabinek who was arres-
ted a few months back. Podrabinek is the leading
ftguie of a new human rights group which is collecr-
in"g information about the"use"of fsychiatry for poli-
ticil ournoses. That communist nrlers have been
sending' iheir political opoonents to mental. asyl"ms
is by irow conimon knori,Iedge. Stories have lbaked
out of the inhuman treatment meted out to- pblitical
prisoners in the asylums. Podrabinek, an emirient
psychiatrist himself, has been collecting evidence of
such 'psyclintric sentencing" and of the tortrrre in-
ficted or.r the prisoners condemnecl to thern. He
was very succeisful in sending out that eviden.'e.
That is why he was rlrrested and he is likely 'o be
placed on trial at an early date. Anticipatirg it. a
trial is now taking place in London to investigate
comulaints about the Russian rulers' use of psychia-
try for political purposes. A number of eminer t
oiychiatiists are farticipating in it and evidencc will
be tendered before it by some of the Russian dis-
senters who had the misfor*une of being detaint'cl
ln lunatic asylums. The trial has aroused interest
all over the world. One cannot be sure if enough
evidence will be available and if it will be possible

(Continued on page 12)



FRANKLY SPEAKI]VG
6'Romantic and Revolutionary" ?

l\Iaharirshtra's Education N{inister Prof. Sadanand
\/arde is quite riglrt in describing the action of some
150 studeiits (out of a total student population ol
over 75,000) ir-r taking possession of the University
Btrilding and issuing diktats 'dismissirtg' officials as
"high handed, rurcalled for and without any provo-
cation from the side of the government."

On Augtrst 8, these 150 sttrdents captured the
University Building, refused University employees
admittance and occupied the Vice Chancellor's room.
One of them posing- as the Student Vice-Chancellor
gave a series of decisions including one cancelling
the fee rise (already suspended by the Goverrtment)
and dismissing the principals of three city colleges.

What is the attitude of the silent majol'it1' of
students? Even as this group of 150 students of whom
50 were girls, were indulging in what they considered
"romantic and revolutionary action" to quote Prof.
Varde more than 100 city colleges affiliated to the
University' functioned normallv.

Students are perhaps justified in resenting the
steep rise in fees. In fact for the kind of education
imparted by our educational institutions, even the
existing levels can be too high. But the fee rise
agitatio'n was really a cbver foiother demands which
if conceded will further erode the already poor
quality of education. Look at the "decisions" taken
by the sttrdents drrring their day long control of the
campus. One was to scrap the present system ol
examinations and the other that the medium of
instruction would henceforth be Marathi. Marathi
is a ftne language but can it serve the needs ol
higher education?

The Chief Minister declined to intervene on the
ground that he believed in Universitv autonomy and
the fact that the Vice Chancellor had requested the
Maharashtra government not to send the police in-
side the campus. The Vice Chancellor took shelter
for his inaction on the ground that the students
agitation was aimed at the State Government and
not the University, as it was the former that had
enhanced fees.

Whv not rr Doll amorrg the student comrnunity to
find out what they think of what happeued on
August 8? It might also be revealing if someone
were to do a little research into the economic and
social background of the 150 militants who held the
campus to ransom. Incidentally it might also be
worthwhile to look into the academic record and per-
formance of these 150. - R

Media Wars

It is hardly :r compliment to the media, b1
which we meall the ubiqrritous, but undiscriminat-
ing eve. of the television camera and svnclicaterl
nervspaper columns circling the globe, that they have
been able to standardize every event, so that real
wars appear like games of chess, and n gr'rme of
chess is made to seem like the last clesperate struggle
in a cata<:]r'smic confrontation,

Tbe ctrrrent Lrattle going on in the hitherto
trrrheard of city of Baguio, in the Philippines, but
now become famous as an instant "alpine resort" has
all the makings of a grand epic, with the forces of
light. goodness, freedom, hope etc. ranged on the
side of the dissident graudmaster, as he is called,
Viktor Korchnoi against the Soviet champion,
Anatoll' Karpov, u'ho lvith the epithet, "conformist"
irr frorrt of his rrame, has beeu condemned to the
darkest derrths ol public sentiment. Viktor Korch-
rroi is blessed rvith arr "rrrtislii, tclnpcrirrrrcrrt" ir rvifc
and a son, whom he tragically left behind when he
defected to the West. One will never know
rvhethel Nladirrne Korchnoi drove her husband out of
tho country by giving him cabbage soup every day
rlr s'hethe:r his son was a pestilent brat who never
mastered the Rtrssian alphabet, for the script requi-
res them to be "pawns" in the "cold war" that
Korchnoi is waging single handed over the chess
table at Baguio. Anatoly Karpov, on the other hand,
twenty years younger than Korchnoi, has apparently
no family, no sex life, no creative temperament, and
from the records seems to have been ipawned, with
malicious intent no doubt, within the sinister Soviet
svstenr for'. irccording to one commentator, "He re-
presents the successful end-product which Soviet
society seeks to produce in conferring so many
advantages on its sportsmen."

Thq preliminary milnoeuvres in the "psychologi-
cal warfare" which is seen as an integral part of the
game- included such astonishing allegations as that
the chair that Korchnoi was using, could have been
wired, to monitor electrical impulses, and that the
yogurt ordered by Karpov might have been ftIled
with a secret code (carried perhaps by KGB indoc-
trinated bacteria?). Korchnoi has hinted that the
Russian officials accompanying Karpov may try to
rr,se hypnosis to deflect his mental processes and that
if he succeeds against Karpov, they might even kill
him. With the games still at an early stage and
with each grandm-aster having secrlred a win,"a long
way off yet from the mandatory six victories for tlie
winner. there is some more time before it can be'
seen whether the Soviets do indeed take their chess
so seriously

If the past is arry' indication, it would seem that
even Catherine the Great of Russia was not beyoud
cheating in chess. Robert Houdin,. the famous
magician, describes in his memoirs, how, a famous
robot in the costume of a turbaned Turk, .which
defeated the whole chess world towalds the end of
the l8th century, was really the combined effort of
a rebel (or could it be dissident) Russian noble,
called Warousky, and a Viennese inventor named de
Kempelen. Warorrsky had both of his legs ampu-
tated iust below his torso in an unsuccessful revolt
against Catherine and was convalescing playing
chess in bed, when de Kempelen thought of -a plarr
which could both get him out of Russia and use his
talents at chess. The ingenious automilton n'hiclr
he created, could be inspected before the game
beg:rn and consisted of a box with levers to move
the arms of the robot, rvhich was dressed in the
swirling robes of an eastern potentate. After the
preliminarv inspection and in the midst of whirring



noises created by' de Kempelenis machinery,
Warousky could get inside the box undetected and
make his moves.

So successful was he, that the Empress herself
wanted to play against the automaton aird in one of
the most classic situations the rebel' wai brought
before the Empress. Catherine, who was not as
good a nlayer as she imagined, is said to have
itarted cheaiing the momenf she lost her bishop
which she quietly moved back to a better spo[.
Whereupon 

-Waro,rsky 
immediately placed it bick.

Catherine cheated again, at which point, the rebel
leader's artistic temperament got the better of him
as he swept all the pieces off the table. De Kem-
pelen who realised that they would both be exe.
cuted if they were discovered, reacted, by imme-
diately switching off the whirring mechanism, thus
convincing the Empress that the automaton had
broken down. She was nevertheless so impressed
that she insisted on giving both, de KempelLn and
his automaton, a royal escort until they were safely
out of Russia.

Could such a story have been possible uncler
the all seeing.eye of the media? It's not likely. For
the eye does not serve the purpose of romance but
of commerce and if there are any doubts about this,
it may be observed, that long after the Korchnoi-
Karpov game is over and no matter what its out-
come, the Chess industry.which has already come
out with an enofmous range of books., tips, chess kits
and special sets, will bring out a blow-by blow ac-
count of "The Battle of Baguio". -G

An.Obnoxious Measure
Arunachal Pradesh is the third State in India to

enact legislation against religious conversions, the
first two to enioy this dubious distinction being
Madhya Pradesh and Orissa who rammed their lqgis-
lation through during the Emergency with the
blessings of Mrs. Indira Gandhi.' The Arunachal
Pradesh enactment entitled the Arunachal Pradesh
Freedom of Indigenous Faith Bill 1978 awaits Presi-

.dential assent before it becomes law.
A Member of Parliament from Nagaland, Mrs.

Rono Shaiza has described the Arunachal measure
as "unconstitutional and anti-Christian". And so it
is. It is also illiberal. As the Catholic journal The
Ercminer points out in its editorial (July 15) *the

deffnition of indigenous faith' in the bil[, in fact,
makes it evident that the bill has been designed to
prevent all conversions to any other religion, except
Buddhism and Hinduism from the tribal religions."

'The bill seeks to penalise those who seek to
convert through "force", "fraud", or "inducement".
On the face of it these criteria are unexceptionable,
But the catch lies in the meanings attributed to these
words in the bill. "Force" for instance includes
"threat of divine displeasure", '.fraud" covers in its
ambit "misrepresentation or enV other fradulent
contrivance-, -and 'inducement" would also mean
"ofier of any gift or gratification.. . pecuniary or
othenoise".

The Exaninsr editorial is of the view that the
Bill is intended'to keep Chtistian Missioriaries out

4

o'f Arunachal Pradesh and points out the facilities
being extended to a Hindu missionary organisation
to carry.On educational and social service activities.
While the Hindu missionaries referred to have
indeed been rendering yeoman service to the com-
munity, surely they would neither have sought nor
expeited the Government's assistance in monopolis-
ing work among tribals. There is so much t:o be
done that there is room for all comers.' This is not the ffrst time that Christian missio-
naries have been under attack particularly in the
North East. The Bill is politically motivated based
on a fear that missionary activity would produce a
rebellious populace. This is short sighled. The
Government should realise that Christian evangelists
help keep Marxist missionaries at bay.

The restiveness among the neople in Nagaland
and what was once NEFA from which Arunachal
Pradesh was carved out, lies in the refusal by our
rulers to accept the fact that the people in this part
of India are e-thncally difierent froit tfie rest of Iidia
and as such need to be given the maximum auto:
mony to develop themselves.

The Janata Party's record in the matter of the
restoration of civil rights has been excellent and it
is to be hoped that they will endeavour to see that
the Presidentt assent is with held. -R

The tR Document' Uncenrored
Freeilon. Firsf carried in October 1976 a review

of. the R l)ocum.enll a work of ficton by novelist
Irving Wallace. The story revolved around a cons-
piracy to destroy democracy in the United States.
The book released during the Emergency wai a best
seller in India and therJ were man! who wondered
how the censors permitted it - so relevant was
its theme to what prevailed then.

I have just seen a U.S. edition of the book and
discovered that the Censors had indeed taken notice..
The Indian edition deleted the followirig sentences
that appear in the U.S. edition:

"That's what they said irr India in 1962", said
Pierce. "They had an emelgency and they suspended
their Bill of Rights. It remained suspended'for six
years. Then they suspended it again in 1975."

The context was a TV debate between the sup-
pqrters and the opponents of an amendment to the
U.S. Constitution which would enable the Bill of
Rights to be suspended during times of internal
emergencv. --R

Continued on page 8)
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O'FRIGHTENIITG, YET IIWATUABLEN'
Bernerd Levin

Il[r. Bernurd Leuin _is a f_auourite uitlr readers of FIIIiEDOi\/ F/Ii.ST. For depth of understatcl-
ing, stgle and aboue sll the feeling rith uhich he rrites Leuin is hard to beat. llecenthl, Lexin urote
tr series of three articles,on the tto reports of the Slruh Comrnissiott. Space, alas, preaettts us f rom
reproducittg them in full. Ilotcecer tl'e Tnililish belot extracts and hope that te'liate been sbie to
retuin tlre Leain flooottr - Ed.

"The lies that gave Mrs Gandhi tolal power"

The eutrhoria provoked by' the overthrow of
tr{rs Gandhi in the election of 1977., and hopes ins-
pired by the installation of Nlr Desai as Prime Mi-
nister at thc head of the Janala coalition governrnent,
were too intense not to lead to some disappoint-
ment, both in India and among her friends else-
where, when the full daylight of sober realitv broke
after the heady dawn. There have been signs -lhough by no means conclusive ones - that many
Indian voters have already forgotten the good rea-
sons for which they threw Mrs Candhi and fier whole
crew out of office on what still seems to me to have
been the very last occasion - i.s., the last demo-
cratic election she would have permitted 

- on
which it u'otrld have been possible. She has hacl
some successes in state elections; for a time she
appeared to have routed completely the opposition
to her within the Congress Party; and her brazen
lack of repentance for what she had done had led
her opponents to seem at times as though they, not
she, were (and should be) on the defensive.

... I have before me the two volumes of the
Commission's published report, and have been
through them with care. And it now seems to me
well worth my spending all three of mv cohrmns
this week in presenting the story of rvhat \.{rs Gan-
dhi and her cronies (especially her srrn) acttrally did
in the 20 months betweer-r her seizure of dictatorial
powers and her overthrow. I do this partly because
otherwise it cannot be long now before her syco-
phants here, emboldened by her political survival
and indeed politically fourishing condition, begin to
tell once again . how devoted she was and is to the
democratic ideal, horl' milcl and in any case ines-
capable lvere tlre measures she took itgtrinst the
most intransigent of her opponents, how cruellv
exaggerated were the stories of irrjrrstice, censorship
and brutality, and how of course she had no know.
ledgl: of the excesses committed by official"^ and
others. to which she would certainly have put a
stop if shr, had known about them - and, did put
a stop as soon as she did know about them. Brrt
I have another purpose in examining her record in
this place. The ambitiorrs and qrralities tbat carriecl
N4rs Gandhi and her colleagues down the road thel
travelled are by no means unknown here; iudeecl
some of the attitudes displaved will be horriblv
fqmiliar. And I write, therefore, in the hope that
those of m1' readers who still need to learn-that it
ccn happen here - or indeed anywhere - will
have their British eyes opened by my Indian exam-
ples.

.I begirr today with the letter \'Irs G:urdhi serrt
to the President of India asking him to declare the
Proclamation of Emergency......

There arc tn'o claims in \'lrs Gantllri's
letter (the rest of it does not affect either of them
in any rvar'): ffrst, th:rt she had information that
there was imminent danger to Intlia's,security carts-,
ed bv ir.rternal distrrrbance, and that the matter was
extremelv urgent; and second that it was impossi-
ble to consult (or indeed inform) the Cabinet.

The Shah Commissiou investigated in detail the
claims which led to the Emergency. On the ques-
tion of internal disturbance so serious that it posed
an imminent threat to Indiat security, they report
as follows:

"On the economic front there was nothing alarming.
On thc ccntrar]', the whole-sale price had declined
by 7.4 9i. ... On the law and order front, the fort-
nightly reports sent by the Governors of various
States to the President of India and by the Chief
Secretaries cf the States to the Union Home Secre-
tary indicated that the law and order situation was

under complete control all over the country..."

So much for the claim that there was so grave
an internal disturbance that democratic procedures
had to be strspended. Now for the claim that the
darrser was so imminent that there had been no
time, al.rd there was no time. for the Cabinet to be
consulted...the Shah Commission found that:

"The decision to take certain drastic steps including
even the dcclaration of Emergency wasr apparently,

. in contemplation even as early as Iune 22.

"Accordinq to the Lt. Governor. Delhi, even as early
as the evening of 23rd, a decision had been taken
to take the Opposition leaders into custody soon
after the Opposition rallt'. scheduled for Iune 24,
was held. Lists of the Opposition leaders who were
to be al'rested were also under preparation.

"Efforts were also made to ensure thet some impor-
tant newspapers were prevented from bringing out
the morning editions on june 26, 1975......"

"The conclusion appears that the one and the only
motivatinlr force for tendering the extraordinary ad-
vice to the President to declare an'internal errer.
gency' was the decision of the Allahabad High Coutt

In conchrsiorr ... I mrrst add that even before
the Emergencv was proclerimed on fraudulent
grounds, \,lrs Gandhi arrd her partv's officials had
repeatedly broken tlre lrrw irr orgarrisirrg ir campaigrr
rrgair-rst thc' High Cotrlt rtrling that she rvas urtseat-
ed and disqrralifiecl. Brrses arrcl trrrcks \l/ere c()m-
andeerecl illegallv to brirrq her supporters to "sl)oll-
'taneous" rallies irr Delhi: g0vernment empkry'ees
were likeu'ise dragooned into party u'<lrk. contrary'
to lau'; even the aircrtrft of the Indiirr-r Air Force
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were used; legal prohibitions oD meetings rurd de-
monstrrrtioris \\'ere ignorecl rvl'ren it \\'as \lrs Gancllri's
partv rvho were organising them.

The picture is clear; N{rs Gandhi, havirrg beerr
jrrdicially disqtralified from rcmaining as Prinre \1i-
nister, on grorrnds of having errgaged in corrrrpt
prac'tices, first presided over rvholesale breaches of
the larv in presenting a false appearance of rvides-
pread popular opposition to the verdict, then rc,alis-
ed that democracy would have to be strspended if
she 'was to continue in office though disqurrlified,
:rnd planned its suspension; then lied to the Presi-
clent about conditions in the countrl' and lied again
in claiming that the necessary conditions for"the
Emergency, rvhich she had ah'eady plarrned had
come upon her so suddenly that she was unable to
consult the Cabinet.

l'How Mrs Gandbi gagged the press by the flick of
a switch"

...It may be recalled that one of the more
monstrous deceptions for which Mrs Gandhi was
responsible during the Emergency (on a widely
publicized visit to Sri Lanka, for instance) was that
there was no pre-censorship of newspapers and ma-
gazines, Even at the time, on the sketchy informa-
tion available to me, I demonstrated the cynical
falsity of her claim; but the Shah Commission,, which
has gone into the question in exhaustive detail,
showi that the censorship was far more widespread
and intense, and the viciousness with which those
who defied it were pursued far greater, than even
I had supposed.

I{ere are the Commission's conclusions, basecl or.r

the voluminous evidence heard in the corlrse of the
Inquiry:

"The media policy of the Government was enunciat-
ed by the then Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi,
at a high level meeting which was held under her
chairmanship on Iuly 26, 1975......

"......Mrs Gandhi had said (at this meeting) that it
was th: newspapers which were inciting the people

and creating a terrible situation. According to her,
the agitation was only in the newspapers and once
the newspapers were placed under censorship there
rvas n() agitntion.

"The reasons for the measures taken against the me-
dia in general and the press in particular was to
keep the public in ignorance and instil fear in them
thereby suppressing dissent in every form, individual,
political, parliamentary and judicial, and that it vras

usel as an instrument of news management aimed at
thought control......"

While the details and methods of the censor-
ship were being worked out, which took a little
whlle, the desired eftects were achieved the Com-
rnission forrnd, by the authorities simply cutting oft
the electricity supply to the newspapers; the orders
to take this step 

-*ere, 
ev'en undei the terms of the

Emergency by then in force, illegal......
6ut eehsorship was only one of the means used

bv Mrs Gandhi to extend and consolidate her dicta.
torial powers. Individual iournalists were harassed
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(e g., by lraving their accreditation cancelled), foreign
corlesporrdeuts statioued in India rvere obliged to
sign a bond agreeing to abide by the pre-censorship
lirrvs, and Indian correspondents of foieign ptrblica-
tiou u'ere ltarticularly srrbject to pressure ...

Of corrrse. one of NIrs Gandhi's first moves was
to tuin All lrdia Radio into an instrument of pro-
paganda for her and her regime. A single excer;rt fiom
the Commission's report makes clear the effect of
the action.

"The slant against the opposition was so obvious
that in December 1976, AIR bulletins devoted 2,207
lines to the spokesman of the Congress . Party as
agaicst 34 lines to the opposition. In December 1974,
the same figures had been 571 and 522 respectively."

But no means of communication was left trn-
torrched:

"A number of films were produced by the Films
Division to project the image of Shri Sanjay Gandhi
not only as a Youth Leader but as a leader in his
own right.

"The other Government media, i e, Directorate of
Field Publicity, Song and Drama Division, were also
asked to project the image of Mrs Gandhi and tbe
Congress Part-y......"

A fraudulent Emergency, improperly imposed
for improper motives; rigid and comprehensive cen-
sorsbip to prevent the truth being known; propa-
ganda to ensure that lies were disseminated iristead;
but all this would have been of no avail without
the most sinister and disgraceful of all Mrs Gandhi's
actions under the Emergency - the arrest and de-
tentior-r (without trial) of her opponents or potential
opponents.

"|ail without trial: Mrs Gandhi's way of dealing with
criticst'

...The Proclamation <lf Emergency, as I have
shown rvas fraudulently obtained, 1nd was probab-
ly tlrus illegal ab initio; but eyen if it had ndt been,
many of the arrests and detentions ordered under
it rvere themselves illegal, the failure to comply
with the law and the -afeguards it provided being
widespread. And of course of those-who were del
tained even without incidental illegality, a very
large number were arrested not becaGe they were,
or evel) were thought to be, a clanger to the stnte, but
solely becarrse they might thwarf Mrs Gandhi's as-
snmption of absoltrte mle.

The Shah Commission summarizes this parti-
gu-l_ar aspect of NIrs Gandhi's Emergency iri the
following terms:

"In Delhi'and in the States, which had advance
information about the promulgation of Emergency,
a Iarge number of arrests/detentions followed in
which the safeguards guaranteed against the misuse
of the Act were ignored and grounds of detentions
were not furnished in a large number of cases and
evcn pre-dated and sent many days after the persons
concerned had been arrested/det2ined in iails. In

(Continued on page 12)



HUMOUR Ii\ I,AW
K. S. Venkateswaran

AI,lON.l the many erroneous beliefs consecrated by
cornlnol acceptance as a truism is the proverbial dull-
ness irucl solemnity of the law. An assumption by
con:;tant repetition has become a conviction in rnost
mincls tha;-law and humour go ill together. This is
incleed fal frorn the tnrth. For, the long tradition of
fine langtrage and penetrating wit has produced many
flos.crs rrfiich hitr,e broughl so much dirslt ancl colour
to the sombre proceedings of the law.

Uncloubtedly, the Victorian and Edwardian
tin.res, rvheu prrgnitcious advocacy and a lick of
greasepirint were in vogue, provides the richest store
of robust lurnrotrr ar-rd delicious wit. The sponta-
neclus hilaritl, of legal luminaries like Lord Borven,
Cyril Asquith, Lord Darling, Frank Lockwood and
Raymond lEvershed still oft.er countle{s hor,rrs of
shecr delight to lawyers and layrnen alike.

The sardonic humour of Judge Greenberg, for
instance, gave rise to many interesting stories. One
of these cirncerned a trial by jury where the accused,
though palpably guilty, rvas acquitted by the iury.
Beiri! fiiml1' of the conviction that the verdict was
a peiverse 

-crne, 
Greenberg leant forward and asked

the foremiiu on what grorrnds did they return a ver-
dict of not guilty. "Insatre, N'fy Lord" replied the
foremiln solcmnly, "itrsane", although no defence of
insanity had been raised. "What," said Greenberg,
"surely not all uine of you ! "

On another occasion, the same Judge was pre-
siding over the trial of a coloured man. TIte man
who hal been found guiltl' protested his inuocencc
in violent terms. "N{ay God strike me dorvn if I arn
guilty." Greenberg waited, silent, for a moment,
ind then said, "As the Almighty has decided not to
answer your invitation, it uorv remair.ts for for me to
urrss sentetrce."' No one enloyed a cross-talk with Counsel more
than Lord Darling, who was among the wittiest men
ever to sit on the Englisli Bench. hl the course o{
a trial, Counsel referred to the famous music-hall,
Colosseum, and his lordship could not resist his cue.
"Is that the place where they used to throw Clrris-
tians as food to tlre lions?" "No. NI'ltrcl." replied
Counsel solemrll , ''I :rnr Irot refcllirrg to that plitce
in Lontlrrr rn'hr:re Lyons throrv frlod to tlre Chris-
tians." The joke in this case, of course, is that tlre
great London ffrm of Lyons, with its restaurants all
over the city, is a Jewish firm.

One weakness which Lord Darling shared with
so many other Judges of the old school was to
delight in pawky humoul by pretending ignorance
of a person, especially one of the theatrical profes-
sion, even if his or her name was a horrselrold worcl.
There was the case, for instance, ir"rvolving George
Robey, perhaps the most celebrated rnusic-hall
artiste of all time. His counsel, during the course
of the case, said, "M), next witness, N{1' Lord, is
il.{r. George Robev." "AncI who," qrreried Darling.
"is N{r. George Robey?" Quick as a flash came the
reply from Counsel, "N'Ir. George Robey. NIy Lord,
is the dtrrling of the mtrsic halls !"

With Lord Darling irony was a lively weilpor.
fn a certairr case, Cotrnsel had asked for a three
months' adjoumment to have certain Gelman docu-

merrts translated. "Wr1' three months?" asked Darl-
ing. "Because the documents which require transla-
tion ale so technical," explained Counsel. "Rather
a good id,ea occured to me," said the judge thought-
ftrll;r, "Why not go to someone who knows German
already?"

That judges love to pr-rll each others'legs is best
illustrated bl, the follorvirrg stor'1,. Queen Victoria
was to make one of her increasir.rgly rare public ap-
pearances at the opening of the Roval Courts of
Justice in England in 1882. The Chancellor, Lord
Selbourne, called a meeting of the Judges, at which
the draft of an address to the Queer-r was consideled.
It began, "We, Your N4ajesty's Judges, conscious as
we are of our manifold defects . . ." whereat Jessel
M.R. strongly objected, saying, "I nm not conscious
of manifold defects; and if I were I should not be
fit to sit on the Bench." After some further discus-
sion, Lord Justice Bowen suggested a characteristic
compromise. "Why not say 'conscious as we are of
the manifold defects of each other.?"

Then there was Lord Coleridge rvho, silver-
tongued and erudite, had a neat turn of phrase. In
the- course of a technical case of cofyright, he
observed: "Even in music, thele is a variety of
opinior-r. Some love their Bach often, while others
prefer their Offenbach."

A story, almost invariably misquoted, concerns
a certain conscientious solicitor who, after winning
a hard-fought case, thought it rvould be a nice gesture
to wire the pleasant tidings to his client who might
bc anxiorrs as to the result. 'Justice has triumphe-d,"
he cabled crisply. The reply was most unexpected:
"Appeal at once."

And finally, there is this interesting anecdote
about Lord Chief Justice O'Brien, fanriliarly knowr.r
as 'Pether', who had an el,e for the ladies. In a
certain case which was not going rather well for the
defence, Counsel decided to play his last desperate
card by putting a girl in the witness box. Although
her evidence was neither weighty nor relevant thei'e
could be no mistaking the fact that she w:rs the
prettiest colleen ever to tunt a jrrrv's head. 'Pether''
<rcltairrlv thought so and proceedecl to warm the
defence with reassuring smiles at tlre witness., All
of a sudden, catching a grin on the face of the cur.r-
ning barrister, be collected himself. "This will not
do," he warned Counsel. "There may have been
occasions in the distant past when testimony of that
liind might have affected me, but not today. Mr.
Kelly, I.am now an extinct volcano." 'T dont know,
IvIy Lord," said Kqlly glaciously, "There might still
be a few nrmbles in the old crater vet."

NO MORE PREFERENCE
Union ljinance Minister H. M, Patel deserves to be

congratulated for'his announcement in the Lok Sabha that
the policy of giving ten per cent price preference to public
sector undertakings is being withdrawn.

This ten Fercent business was reall5' intended lo pad
the inefficiency of public sector undertakings with the
taxpal.'ers' money. One could not agree more with i\,!r.
Patel's statement that the withdrawal of the price prefeience
would make public sector undertakings more efficient.



Freedonz First

lt's a Dogte World Aficr all

Some tteoDle llclieve that 1'ou can tell a rla-

tiou's char,r'ctei bv the way it, treats its animals' The
ijritrrn i"i- 

"*ntn1ri", 
who were o'ce -lookecl ypon as

th" itrost civilizei lieople in the rvorld.- set the stan-
ii;.L by making iule that their children wele al-
ri',*lt to'"t"a trp" in glooml boardirrg sch<-'ols rvhile
thlir uets lolle?l abdrrt iir theil mistresses' laps'

Wtiit"' the French, who are famotts for their ex-

tr"me eleqartce and fashion sellse, are Dersonified in
ih^t---;tf;lrsur'd of all animals, the pooclle, rvhich

"r'"tr 
b",ltt their name, For sheer-practicality holv-

ever thcle is nothirlg to beat thc Clrincse wlro lrave

l"*rt to cook their" dogs and eat tlrem' This was

brousht home, most vividly, to tts drrring a sojourrt

in S."E. Asia, where we ollce olvned a strange little
doq. A mixture betweert a Pomeraniatr and a fekl-

".r"". the dog was named, rvithotrt mtrch attempts
ai oiieinalitvl fluffy, though what distinguish-ed it,
was. t"hat it 

-had 
the most extraordirrary pair o! pjnk

lu"i. fttir frecttrerrtly led peopls to wor.rder whether
it"- mother hacl bv 

' chanci lormed a - mis-alliance
with a rabbit, which is why wd never found it sur-

".iii"s that whenever we took it on jaunts into the
[or',trtivsid", the entire Chinese part pf the popula-
tiori #ould'come. rtttrning after t=he dog. Poor Fluf-
fv s nink eyes woirld widen with terror on such oc-

"'"rini-tt 
a.td the wotrld rush for cover into the safety

;i-ih; ""t. lt rvas only much later that rve realised
i"trt. Str" belonged to a breed that was regarded 

-:rs

o c,i"ot delicacv" in those parts and excited the sali-

;";t 
-4";idt- o[ a Chirramitr mtrch as a bowl of

rr"itr 
-- -frogs 

legs might a Frenchman.' As to thi h-rdian attitude in these matters,-one

"nlr 
i*nnit" how seriottslv animals are regarded bv

the fact'ihat in the middle of the Janata crisis, All
India Radio took time off during its daily morning

""*S 
U"tt"tin to.annottnce that ttie -fire-men of Poona

t"dti'er"""a " dog from.a well, by lowerlng a bas-
ket a'n.d coaxing tle dog to iu-mp into.it. The samt'
iu""t a cat goi stuck oi a palm tree in our neiglr-
borrrhobd ant the Fire brigade wis sumrhoned' In
the. midst.'of pourir-rg rain and .a ho-st of arixibus sPec-

iJbii ihe inlrepid.-fir'e mqn tried to put- up their
Iaddejriand ih:the process-frightened the cat-so much
iiiai: it-gamd rutt.r'itig down-on its- own. There was
ttaaenaous qheetiri! and the. noble citizens yhg
ha-dcalled the ffre'b-tigade all went back home feel'
i"A:"""n mirre nrible. Only the beggars. were- Ieft
i,i-rii "iit tlre rriqht in'tire rrrirr' Nolibclv thorrslrt of
rescuirrs tbem. r>robttbJy beeiltrse as tlre saf ine goes.

they.;f,eig juit.^workilg out th'eif bail krinna'. -G
A Stupid Decision
' . There used to be a time wheu one 'could with

..,r,'ro- 'i.iriifiable nride' trloclaim that 'he or she rvas

": 
nr".iii"t" of Bbrnbay Universitv' Tqday this Uni-

"eitiw 
'"trp""tt .to 'be- competing with others in a

,l*".io'ui6ve that their-staridurdi are falling fxs,tes-t'

Urriversiiv administration is in il mess: . a whole
;;;;]J-ir";-.ul"t .has made the life ol.'its'teachers
*[oJt.i - University emplgyees. at the ' 'time of
;;it-i"s;;" agitating. And n6w the authoiities have
."n-r" i,1, with" a ,r"ti ot,e aimed at that hated syrnbol

FRANKLY SPEAKING ...... (Continued from page 4)

Joyr..'tuet 1w, e

SOUND ADVICE
According, to Sarva Seva Sangh, President Acharya

Rarnamurtj', Vinoba Bhave is reported to have advised Mrs.
Gandhi to renounce politics and devote herself to con-
structive programmes.

Vinoba Bhave who observed a deafening silence during
thc Emelgency has been credited with lending respecta-
bility to Mls. Gandhi's regime during the Emergency,
Unchaiitable critics even described him as a "Sarkari
Sant". It is to be hoped that Mrs. Gandhi will give bis
adv'.:e seriotrs consideration,

of colonialism - the Euglish language. It has been
clc<'idecl thirt English rvill not be an optional sub-
fect irt the first , ear B.A. level. The new optional
langtrage courses open to students are French and
German or any other Indian language. The new B.A.
corlrse cloes uot hirve a compulsory English paper
for second 1'eirr sttrclents. Last year it was decided
to exclrrde comptrlsorv English from both Commerce
irnd Science corlrses. Ancl yet in the large number
of Colleges :rfliliated to ther Universitv, Eiglish con-
tinues to be the medium of instmction.

Tetrchers of English are understandably agita-
ted. They hirve reason to be. They ars likely t<r

lose their iobs unless of course they can teach Ger-
man or French or some Indian language like say
Ardhamagadhi ! they met in a conference recently
:urd demanded that the University rescind its order.

If the idea is to develop Indian languages, a
laud:rble obiective no doubt, surely it should be pos-
sible for our educators to evolve a suitable plan
u'ithout injuring the process of education and ren-
cleriug people unemployed in the process. If the
plan is to boost or develop a national swadeshi lan-
guage, why can't they think in terms of a gradual-
ly evolving scheme that would, hopefully, batch on,
over the years. But then the problem is which lan-
guage? Hindi? Ask the South. Unless of course our
edrrcationists are thinking in terms of German or
French. German at least does not carry the colonitrl
stink in India ! -R

t

The measurc of achievement

9l vlrt rgo. wa w.rt a tingla, timpla
dv.lno unil. T;d.v, cur tartil. comDl.r
lr-oniot rtrr trrgdst in lhr wotld. ln 1977.
xlat caorr.d tha nt. !o-ctota ml.k.

Ou. m.nufactsrin! llcllitl.! att v..Y
mod.rn rnd hiohlv auaomalad. Wa hava ona
of th. l..r..t l-ooinrh.dt-2,lGO automltic
looma undar ona roofl

W. wara th.ll.tt coiton t.rtlla mlll io
ln.t.ll th. r.volutlon..v ult.a hlgh lPard
Sulr.r .hgttltl.r! walvinC mGhin.. io
lndl.. Th. tl.at to o.oducil.rry towal.
on autom.tlr i.cqiri.d I'oom.. And 6a
ot tha tl.n to ifr.trll r iotryl rc.on
p.inti.9 machin.,

ou. f.bric! tr. !rDottad ro all tha
rdDhi;rlcrt.d ttrhion b.ntra. in thc world.
tn i 97? .l'onr. Grtort! rxc..drd R!.17 ctorat'
Trki6d ou. total axoort arrni69! linca
tnaeolnacncr to Ra. le3 c.o.ta-which b
onc-ienth ol lndir't arootts ol cotlon
rjiriiiJi rtrir croo.t pi.formlnct h.t.l.n.d
fo. ur. ova. tha iatrt; rvaaal lwardal
. Th. F.d.r.tlon of lndhn Chlmbar. ot

i"mmirci rnd lndsttrv 1972 Awtrd toa
gionGrlnc trpoai lshlav!mant.

o lh. Oov.rnmant ot Indla Awrd loa
outrt.ndi.q .chl.vammt ln arport
o.onotlon iao. 1 t'il'tt'

. Th. Gov.rnm.nl ot Mlhltatht.l
Diirclorrtr ol lnduttria. P.ltc tor brat
.rFrl g.tlo.maoe lor tE 3-74.

. Th. t.ro.ocil Awlld to. oo$tlndlng
riSion irrtomrnc. ln ttta'7t.

How't lltrt tor achltv.mtrtt

BOMBAY D\GINGE



INDIA'S J\EW.PRITTGES
s. v.

\lr. Enoch Powell N'l'P., is krmwn iIr India as

irn immigrant baiter. But he revealed another, more
pleasant astrect to his personality. He is a couscieltt-
bus trlP rvfio. iudging by what he told the House of
Commons recently, has no desire to live ofl politics.

Likr: their counteryrarts in India, Britain's \!Ps
decided it was time to give themselves a raise. And
they rvent about it with commendable despatch. A
l0fd raise rvirs settled lvithorrt e\relr a vote in the
House ! Curiously, according to a Guardian report,

.or-rly a few \{Ps attended the session that decided
to give its members a pay rise. One voice that pro-
tested against the decision was that of Enoch Powell.
He., in fact. not only was against the increase but
advocated that N{Ps should not take rrny' salary at
all. "It ought to be a privilege and a privilege,t' he
said, "which requires some sort of sacrifice to belong
to this House.". And added: " What we are in faci
doing is voting ourselves an offset to the deteriora-
tion in the value of money for which we ourselves
are responsible." To Enoch Powell what the MPs
were doing was a "shameful thing."

If such is the situation with the Mother of
Parliaments, what should one say about one of its
daughters - the Parliament of India. Our IMPs, in
this land of 'socialism,' believe in living it up too.

Inclia Todagt (August 1-I5) has 'done tlre
publie a service by doing a little research into, the
pay and perquisities of the representativeS of our
rreopL'. The following is based on their ffndings.
The basic source of their information is the Salaries
and Other Facilities of Legislators in lndia published
bv tbe Lok Sabha:
P'ay &, Allouances
Monthly salarv - 

(Tax free) Rs. 500,00
Allowance for expenditure on housing,
postage, water, electricity, constitu-
ency and secretarial facilities 

- 
per

month - 
(Tax free) Rs. 500.00

Attendance allowance during sessions
of Parliament - per day - 

(tax free) Rs. 51.00
Note: If absent . from the session for

lesq than fifteen days because
of a visit to some other place
on official busiuess, an lvIP can
claim travelling allowance or
the daily allowance., whichever
is less.

Traael:
Number of air trips per year (airywhere .

it"lllt?n* is in addition to a free ffrst t0

class railway pass to travel any-
where in India.

Telephone
Two rent free telephones. One at the
N{P's Dellri residance arrd tl.re other at
any other place suggested by hirn.
Ntrmber of free local calls l)er vear orr
each telephone : 7,fi0
Accommodation

The rent for the spaciotrs accommodation to be
lrrovided is 25/" less than the monthly rental of the
residence.

Raju
ilfedicul benefits

The lvIP and his or her family are entitled to
free rnedical treatment under the Central Govern-
ment Health Scheme.

Percion

Rs. 500 a nrouth i[ an ex N{P has served two
full terms.
Otlrcr Fringe Benefits

Allotment of Delhi Development Authority flats,
plots; HM'I watches (on payment but gets priorit-v);
preferential trcatment in securing scarce coniumer
items; and subsidised meals and iefreshments from
the canteen in Parliament House.
In order words:

An N{P takes horne Rs. 33,228 a year; the free
air trips cost Rs. f3,000 per MP per year; the tele-
phone facilities another Rs. 5,700 per MP per year;
the House Allowa.nce means Rs. 8,088-per annum
and the Daily Allowtlnce averages Rs. 7,140 per MP
per year.

The Pension scheme for NIPs will cbst the ex-
chequer Rs. 30 lakhs this year and will progressively
increase by Rs. 10 lakhs each time.

Parliament, it will be recalled, reneged on a
solemn commitment to the erstwhile Princes by abo-
lishing their Plivy Purses which were programmed to
shrink in rluiuitum each year. The "prlr,y liensions"
orr the other hand will in years to come have snow-
balled into qtrite an astronomical-figure.

And *ho pays for.all this? We thd t:Ix payers,
of course. Would it therefore be too much to ask
()llr lrew princes to keep this in mind vithen the next
Brrdget is round the corner?

Good Roads do rnost to '

develop the country and

EE eEnEt



MUSII\GS OI\{ PROHIBITIOI\
Col. H. R. Pasricha (Retd.)

"The greatest arrd wisest of mankincl rvill be
almost always f<lund to be meanest i.e. the ones who
have kept the mean best between excesses of either
virtue or vice.

"Virtue to be serviceable must, like gold be
alloyed with some commoner but more durabli metal.
There is no useful virtue which has not some allov
of vice, an.J hardly any vice, if any, rvhich carries noi
with it a little dash of virtue; Virtue and vice are like
life and death or mind and matter."

SamtrcI Butler.
"The -sway of alcohol over mankind is unques-

tionably due_ to its power to stimulate the mystical
faculties in humar-r nature, trsually cmshed to earth
lty the col.I facts and dry criticisms of the sober hour.
Sobriety diminishes, discriminirtes and says no.
Drurrkenness expands, unites and says yes. It is in
fact the great excitor of the yes fturction in man. It
brings its votary from the chill'periphery of things
into the radiant core. It makes him, for the moment,
one with truth. Not through mere perversity do men
run after it. To the poor and unlettered,'it stands in
place of symphony, concerts, and literature; and it is
iratt of the deeper mystery and tragedy of life that
whiffs and gleams of something that we immediatell'
recognise ai excellent should-be vouchsafed to so
mani of us through the feeting earlier phase of what,
in it! totality, is so degrading a poison.- The drunken
consciousness is one bit of the mystic consciousuess,
apd our total opinion of it must find its place in our
opinion of that-larger whole."

Alilous Huxleg.
So what say our Khaddar clad leaders. You

must not forget that Butler and Huxley were after all

part of tr materialist milieu. Not for us steened as
yg are..in -our superior ancient spiritual lre'ritage.
After all when the westem mau *is jumping fr6m
tree to tree this ancient land was...... '

It is an unmistakable sign of mental immaturity
or senility (in reality they arJ akin) to be rigidly con'-
vinced that law can successftrlly prevent -a whole
nation from imbiling what it likei. The Rchilles Heel
in this case is the agency for implementation vvhich
is already riddled with corruption.- Only a moroll can
fail to see the wide spread corruption that would
result from enforced prohibition.

It is a negation of democratic freedom for any-
9ne, ng matter how highly placed, to arrogate io
himself the _right and privilege-of for6ing his p?rsonal
conviction down the throats of a rration in tEe name
of virtue or welfare of the masses who would them-
selves resent the measures enforced in their name.

For one man to decide what is good for a nation
in the matter of food or drink is dictatorship of the
worst kind. A nation that servilely acceptJ such a
dictatorial imposition without fighting agrainst it is
impotent and decadent. It does-not understand the
essence gf democracy. Political expediency as justi-
fication for silent submission is not a valid 

-excus-e. It
is an indication of political spinelessness. Devious
pelso-ns _make politics synonomous with hvpocrisy
and duplicity.

Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin have won the 1978
gold medallion of the Society of Man.

Certainl-7 well deserved despite Begin's recent outburst
in the Knesset.

l0
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DES PARDES-AN EXTRAYAGAT{ZA OF THE SEI{SES

Some years ago I rvould have been appallecl
by the suggestion that I might voltu-rtarily go to a
Hiircli mcjvie except in the most desperate throes of
boredom. Fonr yerrrs abroad, however, built rrp in
me such rr tlrirst for all things Indian, that I happily
trotted ofi at the first opportturitv to - Des Perdcs.
Tlrn'c horrrs rtrrd tu'errtv mintrtt's latcr I emerged
from the theater with a splitting headache but filled
with the sort of satisfaction that comes from wea-
thering otrt i'rr.r extremely violent sqrrall at s€a in a
tinl' rorvboat. I had started out the movie cor.rscien-
tiously jotting_ down, observations and plot develop-
ments in my handy little notebook but as more arid
more characters were ir-rtroduced and larger and
more violent brarvls followed quickly on each other's
heels, I gave rU) and sat birck, allowing the relent-
less tide of events and emotions to rvash over me
and draw me in. It was only later, in the quiet
sanity of mv own room that i was hnally abli to
sepaiate the'individual elements of the entiie experi-
errce and so make some serlse out of all the confu.
sion.

Story-r,r'ise Des Pardes disguises itself as a so-
cially awrrre portrayal of the olight of illegal
irnmigrants in the United Kingdom. Underneath
this patchl, and rather thin exterior it is an extremely
conservative tale about families, complete with all
the traditior.rrrl ingredients - filial loyalty, patient
and endurir-rg married love, the sorrow of separation,
and inevitabll', the drama of blood vengear)ce.
Sameer Sahui, a solid citizen and an irreproachably
honest man, goes to England to fulfill a life-long
irmbition of opening a pub where the races of the
world can mingle ir-r peace and understanding. Un-
fortunately (but also inevitrrbly) he chooses a ruth-
less trio of criminals involved in the illegal :rlien
racket as his btisiness' partrii:rs. Sameer's irnshake-
able sense of iilsti'ce and fair play lead to his murder
at the hands of these stereotypic 'bad guys' where-
upon his brother,. D-ev Anand, fotlows him to Eng-
land determin'ed. to ffnd out the circumstances of
Sameer's dedth and dvenge it. Then follows a'long
selies of events of mind-boggling ingentritv ancl
complexity ending in the final climactic scene:
Curnanr, the clrief crook, is trapped in the cellar
of the pub knee-deep iri spilt beer. Dev, perched
safely atop a keg,. ddministers shock after' Writhing
shock to his enemy by tossing live electric wires
into the foamy alcohol. After this triumphirnt vic.
tory of good over evil, we are wafted back to the
homelar-rd wherc the Sahni family sheds sorrog'frrl
but brave tears over the rrervs nf Snrr,"e.'s death,
satisfied that at least his mtrrderer has been drrlv
punished. Back,in England, Sameer's Utopiair
dream hirs been realized bv Dev arrd his attractive
sidekick, ,Tirra N'Iunim. Rathel scruffy representa.
tives of the varying peoples of this ehrth iostle to-
g_ether irr tlre pub (rrow rerrarned 'Saureel') 'drirrkiug

themselves into a 'stupor on- beer serVed in mug.C
decorated with the name of their rrew patron saintl

In the merintime,, the group of lllegal immi-
grants who l.tromised to lend an- iirteresting social
rrspect to this 'extraiaganza.of the 'senSes, have dis-
appeared from the scene. For all we know they

might have been picked up by any one of the Hindi-
speaking srluads of Scotland Yard detectives :rnd be
larrguishirrg iu some- musty jail awaiting deporta-
tion. In lny case, tlre movie feels they-hav6 out-
grown their purpose aud prefers not to waste any
more time on their pitiable, but ultimately muri-
tlane condition. Aftcr: lll, rvho irr tlrr,ir riglit nrirrrl
rvould prefer to see the bleak and pathetic lives of
a bunch of social reiects when they can feast their
e)'es_ on -a bikini-clad Tina, revolving gaily around
inside a barrel of wine?

In the final analysis, this movie's faws are not
uncommon amor)g Hindi films that attempt to deal
rvitlr the turusual or the serious. There seems to
be a nattrral confict between bleakly realistic sub-
jects and the characteristically bacchanalidn fare de-
manded bl'. ancl supplied to Indian audiences.
Technically too, popular Indian cinema cannot suc-
cessfully accommodate the darker side of life. Music
and sor.rg may be able to express melancholy or
even longing, btrt not desperation or despair; the
typically flamboyant use of color seems incongluous
for the seamier aspects of the human condition; the
lack of tightness and control in camera movement
and editing gives a heady, exuberant quality to
Hindi fflms; even such elements as the 'healthily'
plump physiques of both male and female stars
could mirkl: a realistic representatictr of human suffer-
ing or destitution. Therefore, in order to deal
successfully with more realistic people and situa-
tions, popular Inditrn cirrema would have to under-
go seve.^al radical changes. At which point some
important questions must be raised. Should the film
industry feel obligated to portray reality? Is it
morally botrnd to tell only the facts ancl to do away
with fauttrsy? Ir{ust Indian film makers mimic the
West by streamlining their exuberant imaginations?
For my part, I am glad that neither Irrdiar.r produ-
cers nor audiences seem at all inclined to change
their indulgent .ways. Hindi movies, after all, have
a great charm of their own. They display a bubbl.
ing. irrepressible elrergv. a vivrrcity that survives
cvcrr the strarrgleh<-rld of cornntercialisrn irnd rvhich
makes me look forward eagerly to the weekend and
my 'ext Hindi movie' 

- Meenakshi Rao

..THE PRICE OF MERCY"
Observcs the Obseroer of London in its issue of

July 30 that the Chogyal of Sikkim has been alloryed
by the Goverrrment of India to fly to New York to be
with his daughter, 22 year old Princess Yangchen who
is criticall;' ill aad who had a kidney lransplant in May.

To be able to be with his daughter and in fact to
leave Indian shores for the first time since his deposition,
the Chogyal had to give a written promise that 'he would
not act in any way contrary to the existing constitutional
position, but would give his cooperation to the Govern-
ment of India in the interest of promoting, the welfare
of the people of Sikkim - which according to our Gov-
ernrnent naturall5' lies in accepting continued subjugation.

ll
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a number of cases grounds of detentions had no
relevance to the factual position and in a few cases
g:oun(ls were fabricated......"
"The Commission has to come to the conclusion in
the light of the evidence on record that Mrs Indira
Gandhi waS responsible for directing the arrest and
detention of a number of respected citizens without
authorit:/ of law, motivated solely by a desire to con-
tinue to remain in power."

But the Commission also wer)t into details, As
for instance:

"In the light of the evidence brought on record, the
Cornmission feels that the decision to detain Shri
Bhirrr Sen Sachar and seven others was taken by
Mr; Gandhi which she got conveyed to the arrtho-
rities of the Delhi Administration through Shri
Dhawan. The only fault of these eight gentft:men

appears to have been the open letter that they had
addressed to Mrs Gandhi. Pima facie the contents'
of the letter do not warrant the authors of the letter
to be detained. Mrs Indira Gandhi abused her posi-
tion and misused her power in ordering the arrest
ot Shri Bhim Sen Sachar and seven others.

In another case. the Commissior-r found that
there hncl been no evidence against the detainee,
that he did not belong tg any political party, that
the Special Branch after eight months o[ investiga-
tion, ieported that there was nothing against him,
and that the Intelligence Bureau had concluded that
he had been detained because he had protested
against the beating of a group of demonstrators.
Tlis provoked the Commission to the following
statement:

"An administration which is totally impervious to
the arvareness of the basic norms of liberty .rnd the
provisions of the law, and a set of functionaries who
are willing to do anything at the bidding of their
seniors without application of mind and without
reatising the consequencies of their acts, have in
them the makings of a totalitarian society."

Those are only two representative examples of
the arbitrary and illegal exercise of pou'er by N{rs
Gandhi and her regime. The Commission lists
manv more- and makes clear that its list is itself
only'a sample. And Mr. Justice Shah :rnd his col-
lealues nr;duce still further evidence of the in'
crei'singly totalitarian nature of N{rs Gartdlri's rule:

eiother ugly feature of arrests and detentions in
Delhi drrring the emergency concerns the re-al'rest
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FRIGF'TENING, YET INVALUABLE (Contd. from page 6)
of persons released on bail or otherwise by the
Courts. A maiority of such persons were re-arrested
outside the iail gates.

Nor should we forget what happened to Mrs.
Gandhi's victims once thev were behind bars:

"Tne iail was choked with people; sanitary arralrg,e-
ments were practically non-existent; there was a
general shortage of water; standard of cleanliness
w;rs pitiably low; quality of food was poor: rnedical
arrargements were inadequate and their cumulative
efrect was that the r'r'hole atmosphere in the iail r'uas

oppressive......"
As I say, I have, in the three columns, I have

written on the Shah Commission's Inquiry into the
Emergency in India, only given the sketchiist sum-
mar,v and dwelt upon the smallest sample of indi-
vidual instances, of what happened. The whole
document makes frightening, yet invaluable, read-
ing. It is frightening because of the portrait it
paints of ir societv being driven down the road of
totalitarianism by a callous, corrupt, mendacious
and ruthless leader whose sole purpose was the
maintenance of her power, and who if she had not
made the mistake of believing that an election
would give her regime the legitimacy it lacked,
would by now have succeeded in fastening upon
India the chains of a permanent dictatorship. And
it is invaluable because it reminds us that it aoas
a mistake that she made, because the Indian peo.
ple. having experienced 20 months of growing
authoritarianism, took their last chance of getting
ricl or it. aucl did so. After the election that result-
ed in \,Irs Crrndhi's overthrow, I concluded what I
wrote on that occasion with these words:

Thc Irrdian people... had sampled the.quality of life
unde; an authoritarian regime, and they were theh
oftered the chance to turn that authoritarianism into
real and lasting dictatorship. They rejected that
alternative, and showed the way to those who sup-
posed themselves India's betters. Let us salute them;
and let us also resolve that when ue are offered such
a choice, we shall choose as India did.

I can only add now that the Report of the Shah
Commission shows how right the Indian people
were, and makes it all the more important for us
to strengthen our resolve to ensure, should the
same choice face us, that their lesson will not lrave
been taught, or learned, in vain.

The Times, London, Augrrst l. 2 & 4, 1978.

WAR AGAINST DISSIDENTS - (Contd. from page 2)

to reach a deftnite conclusion. Whatever the result,
however, nobody can forget the poignant words of
Solzhenitsyr. He wrote: "The incarceration of free
thinking healthy people in madhotrses is spiritual
murder, it is a variation of the gas chamber; hrrt
even more cruel...... Like the gas chamber, these
crimes will never be forgotten and all those iu-
volved in them will be condemned for all time,
durins their life and after their death."

Tfie dissidents belong to many classes and mauy
schools of thought. Ordinary industrial workers and
simple peasarrts are llow being fotrnd arnongst them
If iome like Solzherrits,vn receive more publicity it

iz

is mainly becatrse, as individuals they have attained
a high place in the world of literature or science.
As fighters for freedom,, however, all belong to the
same class and receive equal support and respect.

Dissidents in Russia have paised through much
worse conditions. One can be sure, therefore, that
the war that is r-row being waged against them will
not annihilate them. Some will go down; others
will renlace them. The human spirit is irrenressible: It
will c6ntinrre to ffght for hrrmin rights ;nd human
dignity. The ffght is now an international ffght.
Russiau dissiden[s will receive full support and sym-
pathy from freedom lovirrg people of all nations.
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HOW TO N4ANAGE PEOPLE bv William B.
Civen, Jr. Vikas Publishing House reproduced in
Bell Books Edition, 1978; Pages 182; Piice Rs. g.50p.

William B. Given, Jr., a businessman of 50 years
standing, has ob_viousl1, givgn coirsiderable thdught
to tr{anagement; his two earlier books were "Bottom-
rrp N{anagement"_ nnd "Reaching Out in lVanage-
ment". His third "tlorv tq il{anage People", tlle
rrllplir'd psychologv of harrdling hrrmarr problems irr
lrrrsirress, deals rvith a strbject as old as the Universe

- leadership or man4gement of human resources.
One must not be tempted to accept, willy nilly, the
suggestions and recommendations made in this book
as it is written in the North American perspective
and social b:rckgrotrnd. We, in India, .re?d io er,'a-
luate his ideas as applicable to the Indian scenario
or else we shall fall into that pit of acouirins
"phoren" ideas ir-respective of oui local pr..,bt"-i
One must never, but never, forget the maiim "who
is to be managed" !

This little book has much to commend mainly
because for a layman, it is not steeped in modern
business iargon or the technicalities -of psychology;
it is easy to_ read and, therefore, equally easy -io
digest. Ee that as it may., there are really no new
insights, but commonsense psychology . oi human
beings presented in a well structured nian.rer.
_. The title may mislead some to believing that it
deals with one main function in managem?nt and
that is how to manage people. This i not quitD
the case. !h-e aim, as spelf out by the authoi, is
clearly 'to help executivei move up in the rankj of
business management". And the- methodology is
lrrescribed in four main areas - viz. (a) how*-best
to rate prornotion and advancement; (b) how can
he (the executive) through his efforts, contribute to
the Company's long term prospects; (c) as a result
of his success. what best can he pass on to his succ-
essors; apd (d) how can_ he approach his manage-
ment task so as to get job satislaction? And this-is
precisely what Wil-liam B. G-iven, Jr., seeks to pass
on to his readers based on his own experiencei as
a senior executive of the American -Brake 

Shoe
Companv.

The rnaterial rofiered has been compartmerrta-
lized in a logical manner in fourteer-r chafrters. But
in interpreting and/or accepting some of the ideas
caution is recommended. - Take, for instance, Chap-
ter IL ft may be relatively easy to assess objectiveiy
the performance of sales^-and'production p'erronndl
where goals are speciffc and quantiff&tion is
possible. But this objective evaluation is not easilv
assessable in the case of staff functions like ffnancb
and accounting, an aspect which the author coulcl
well have covered. -In Chapter III Given glosses
ove-r the necessity of inter-departmental inteilction
and conflicts. He assumes, based on his American
g{perience, that a Departm_ental Head is given carte
blancl:e, in marraging-the dcpartmcrrt-in ti" tuuy ,,
h.e thinks be_st, provided the'end resrrlts 

"r" 1r.nh,,"-tive. But this is far from the practice in Inclia
where family managed business 

-hot 
ses believe 

-l,i
centralization of power _with the top management.
Neither is Chapter XII, dealing with -promotiSns 

and

salary payment, very relevant to the Indian scene
rvhere 

_ 
seniority terrds to transcerrd Derformance !But Chapter_s I and 

. V dq contain ,nir" 
"*ii"-"tyuseful guidelines and the thought that ;tt win witii

people y^ou- mgst bet on themY is rather 
"t#ii;;.hr. the final chapter, Given suggests how one can

rate oneselt as an executive _ a sort of self analvsis(or is it a self critique?) which is r;le;;;t-il-'"tt;
irrespective of u'hethFr orre is in the East or West.

-, The,ildex is a\rhabetical and fairly compr"h"rr_
slve, making reterence to specific points easy.

On the whole, an easily^ read 6ook full 6f com-
monsense and well orchestrated. At the expense of
being repetitive, it is worthwhile rememb.erl"g-ifr"i
the application of ideas depends on the enviroiment
- in orrr case specifically,_qhg peculiar l4dian envi_
ronment. The get-up -could have been better; two
lypes of paper have been used lbr reasons best
known to the publishers. _ EDS

ARAB STRATEGIES AND ISRAEL'S RES-
pgnse by Yehoshafat Harkabi; The Free Fress 

^Division of tr,Iacmillal, New york, pages tg?, 
-,rii""

$3.95. ',' o-'

rr In the. co.mpJex pattern of Arab l,spssli relations,
the Arab strategies towards Israel if th_ey are chang_ing, are only changing in so far as the tactics aie
concelned to achieve rhe ultimate goal of the des_
trubtion of the State of Israel.

-, , A:rl Strut-egies ond lsrael,s Response by
Yehoshafat Harkabi examines the causes *d ,ei_
sons-for',th,-' cl,anging |rqb tactics and strategies.

"The Arab attitude is like an iceberg which consiits
9f a tip representing the political or ?iplomatic posi-
tion, 

. as .expressed - 
in statements by l6aders, arid a

massive .body - the national position 
- consistinq

ol , ,i111 
clr,*1""1 tenets._ rraticlrral philosophies nnd

public discussions on the details oi their itand. Any
mrx'l;ffcariorr of *he tip - the diplomatic position I
iq thg form of modLrate ot "riur-er" d^eclaraiions
of policy .cannot really be efiective if it" 

""aerpi"-ings in the national position remain frozen s6Hd.
Chanoe shoLrld start at the top but then its warrnth
should percolate clorvrrrvarcl.s".-

Prc'sid.:rrt Sildnt's recerlt visit tends to givc the
irnprr:s"ic'n _of a change in Arab policy towards
Israel, brrt that is only ihe tip of the iceberg, for the
change is yet to peicolate -down into the-'national
positior: of pan-Arabism which remains committed
to the destruction of the State of Israel.

The Arab strategies have passed through the
spectrum of liquidati6n and exlermination oF Israel
to ffin+ of liberation of Palestine, and now to the
establishment of tr "secular Democratic Palestine
State" on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Yehoshafat Markabi observes: "The Arabs did
rr1;t 5ip1.;Jy l.ate Israel in atr emotional way, but ra-
ther reiected the Israeli state in an ideol'ogi.at f"-
shiou" arrd tlien elaborates orr the collectivist Arab
attitndes and tlre Israeli countermoves to blunt the
Arab oftensive both in the battlefield and on the
diplomatic front.

f'l'r: Arrrb strategy is divided into trvo prrrts :

The "Old Thiriking" ind the "New Thinking". The

I3
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former is marked b1' overt declaration against Israel
rvith a sort of a "cataclsymic operation of an all-out
war". The latter is essentially a legacy of the Six
Day War and the Yom Kippur War. It is covert
in intention and relatively subdued in verbosity to
provide "a new solution to the old issues", namely,
that of the destruction of the State of Israel.

In the chapters "Arab Demands" and "The
Question of (Israeli) Concessions", tl.re author has
irrefrrtairh, erirosed holv the Palestiuian Arabs are
victims of their owrr intrasigence. Having repected
the U.N. Partition Plan of 1948 of a Palestine Arab
State comprising West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
they i15fu1"d on brrilding their State on the ruins of
Israel. Neither did they think of their homeland
ciurins the occrrpation of the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank by Egypt and Jordan between 1948 and 1967.

This book gives vivid glimpses into the chang-
ing facets of r\rzrb s'rategies. It evaluates the
causes and effects of these changing patterns of
Arab strategies arrd its future implication as also the
global ramifications.

In the last chapter "Conclusion" the author
pensively observes: "The future is open. Any at-
tempt to impose a straitjacket on developments, ow-
ing to.some logical determinism or to an imperative
deduced from a theory about the nature of confict
would indeed be frivolous". This would very much
be so, jf Israeli concessioas are to be only of tactical
value'from the Arab point of view.

- Nitin G. Raut

THE LAST DAYS OF JAWAHARLAL NEH-
RU. BY H. V. Kamath; fayashree Prakashan,, Calcutta;
Pages 7I: Price Rs. l5/-

Anyone who wishes to peruse this slim volume
of 71 pages is in for a disappointment. It contair-rs
4 short articles which the author had published in
the Bhavan's (presumably the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan of Bombay) Journal followed by 4 appen-
dices. fn fact, the appendices occupy the maior
n""'rgnt"tlirff':\; 

a former member of the r.c.s.,
who had resigned from that service and taken to
politics. He has made a name for himself as an
able Parliamentarian. He has been a critic of Ia-
wahailal Nehru for many years. The theme he
develops in this book is that Nehru blundered in
his policy towards China and after the disaster of
1962, he sickened and died. There is nothing new
about this theory. as everybodv knows that l{ehnr
never recovered from the failure of his China policy.
There is no attempt in the book for an inldepih
study of the events-which led upto the Indo.Chirrbse
confrorrtation of I962; nor any any discussion to assess
whether Nehrrr alone corrld be blamed for the
deb:rcle.

Mr. Kamath confesses that "he had never loved
Nehru,-but that he had not hated him either". We
can take him at his word and rule out the possibi-
lity that the book is an attempt to denigrite the
departed Prime Minister. But whatever be the real
purpose behind this publication, one would havir
expected a more serious and erudite study from the
pen of such a talented author. _ KVP

l4
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A SITUATION IN NEW DELHI, by Nayan-
tara Sahgal, Himalaya Books; pages 165; Rs. S0.

There are no good men and bad men in this
book - there are only dull characters and, for vari-
e!1, duller characters. They plod through'the book
like irutomatons rvho have-betn badly frogrammed.
The rret restrlt is arl ilura of gloom thit lreiades the
entire book. However, turuing the lasl page orle
realises that this gerreral depression has litile" to do
with the charrrcters or the 

-plot: it is sheer sufio-
cating stagnation that is responsible for this feeling.

_ The stor)' prestrmablv epitomise.s the crisis o{
India. -TIre_ etrphoriir of Independence has passed,
the -old order is giviug way tb the new. With the
deatli of Shivraj an erfhas passed. Tliat is about thc
only concrete statement made in the book. What
kind of ar1 era it was is for the readers to guess. We
have thc author's word, mouthed throug-h various
characters, that he was a good man. So g6od a man
eve-n arl-English writer', a well-known-biographer
gnd -a white mar.r, breaks into tears on heaiin! of
his death. So .if the new peoDle in power dev'iate
from his thinking they obviouily aren't up to any
good. Shivraj's widowed sister, who is thi Educa-
tior-r Minister in the new ordei, and Usman Ali, his
disciple, are sad onlookers of this new scheme of
things. So- awed -are they by his personality that they
are unable to think for themseives. One can have
no obiection to this foi Gandhi too had a similar
effect up-on his- followers. But what one objects to
is that the author never spells out what 'Shivraj
stood for, what !e was as a person. If we accepi
Shivraj a.s a_sv_mbol of virtue^it would be a perso-
nality cult of the worst order since we do not even
know him as a person, leave alone an assessment of
his qualities.

There are other characters in the book whose
existence can be iustified only as a piece of fiction.
They would find iro place in'real lifb. For instance,
\4ichael, the writer, whose only function is to show
that _Devi, the intelligent, competent minister, has a
sex life too. Then there is Rishad, Devi's son, a
brilliant student and a Naxalite to boot. All we
know about him is that he loves music, that he
s-teals into rich people's houses and systematically
destroys propelty and that he is a vairi ass.

This book is a masterpiece of vagueness. There
are indistinr:t characters, driven by unsatisfactory
motives., undeffnable situations and a vague premo-
nition of clisaster, the biggest of which, one realises
at the end of the book, is the book itself,

- K. S. Hebbar

I
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!{PUBLICATION STATISTICS
Food for thought for Hindiwallahs - according

to a Statesmcrr report the books published in English in
India continues to top the list with 9922 books during
1977-1978. Hindi was way behind with 2382 titles. In
the field of sociology, political science and politics Flindi
had 52' titles as against 4, ll8 in English. However Hi,ndi
votaries can take comfort that it claims first place am&g
children's books.

I q

{.



September )978

TIPS FOR TELEPHONE SUBSCRIBERS
Telephone subscribers are surprised when they

get fanta^stically high bills. They rirsh to the autho-
iities. The response of the Telephone Department
is the same: First, an assurance that the meter will
be checked, Second, a routine replv that it has
been checked and found to be in order!

Subscribers would do well to take the follorving
precautions:

l) Maintain detailed recorcls of e't'er)' call (with
number) made.

2) Preserve all corresponderrce with the Depart-
ment. Maintain notes of oral commrrnica-
tions, with name of the trerson concerned.
time and date. Recor[ eoerytling. Do
not leave anything to chance and do not
allow "unfrozen" words to foat away.

3) Have STD (Subscriber Trturk Dialling) of
vour phone immediately cut. This deprives
the telephone department of a plausible
excuse that high bills are dtre to use of
STD.

4) When you go out of city for a holiday or
on work, locking your house, inform the
Telephone Department in writing and ask
for meter reading. Get tlre meter reading
again on return. Silent meters are noted by
cornrpt staff and used to register calls made
by others who are persuaded .to pay them
instead of the Department !

5) Pay all telepbone bills r:romptly.
6) When an excess bill is received, ;tay only

a\ierage of previous 4 quarters, and make tr
written representation. The Department
cannot cut oft yor.rr line, a threat which is
made orallv. It has to follow some proce-
d,rres, irrcluding a written warning.

7) If the Department is obstinate, go to a
court of lau'. It is an erpensiae way for
some, but the suresl wag of bringing the
Telephone Department to its senses.

Remember that the Telephone Department is
there to serve you, lrou do not exist to serve it. It
has to operate within rules and regulations and. can-
not act arbitrarily. BoIdIg fight gour own ba:ttles,
for -nobodg eke u;iU fight thetn for youl All my good
wishes to vou.

\1. R. Pai

d*4
t

MGRS FORMI.JLA
MGR, the M.atinee Idol of the Tamil Screen and rrow

Chief Minister of Madras wants that the post of rhe Frir',re
Minister should rotate round the S ates and should not
be the monopol5, of a single State - meaning IIP. of
course.

This would, says MGR in his cinematic wisdom,
stren3ihc;r na:iona! integration and not "kill democrac.v.'.'
. And whal. happens if a Part.y gets a maiority in nor-
th:rn India (a la fanata)? MGR would prefer to give bis
viervs o r such an unfortunate eventuality at a later date.

MGR could also consider another thought. Wby not,
-- also in the interests of national integration - r:rakc
Chief Ministers like civil servants liable to transfer. We
fruld then have MGR as Haryana's CM for a while, while
De'i Lai could head the Tamil Nad Ministry. Not ;r bad
idea, what?

Freedorn First



VITH MA]\Y VOICES

I,loans rodnd \vith rtan_y
'Tis not too late to seek

l)ati()rr o[ a brrrrclt of thtrgs attcl a

when practically everyone is to be
dishonest person till his honesty is

B. C. Cariappa, Chairman, Bombat'
Port Trtrst, Indiutt Erpress ]uly 20.

rrcBtslefcu /\o. tvltl uy South/lo{

"The deep

r oices. Come, my f riends,

a newer world."

-Teilny.\0tt

Thc h1,peu irr Gandhisrn-Nelrruism cant
there. They cant be together. You have one

be
or

()rrrs is a
time has come
looked at as a
proved.

the other.

- Charan Singh, Ilbnmat, July 28.

Nobody can get anything for nothing.

- Menachem Begin, Hetald Tribune, July 24.

It i" ntl qreirt exaggeration to say what remairts
of Lebanon is a would-be president, a would-be
cabinet and a would-be army of 650 men.

-Herald Tribune editorial, Atrgtrst 4,

If ona htrs to quit iust because there are
charges against one, we shall have to have elections
every three days.

i - Devrai Urs, Times of Indiu, Jrrly 7.

The American Negro wants to be equally free,
equally unfree.

- Roy Wilkins, The Sundag Titnes, Jrrly 30,

The surest cure for cancer is grape iuice. Take
it for three weeks and nothing else - 

not even
water - and anyone who has cancer will be cured.

'- Morarii Desai, Times of India, Juty 13.

The comparison of Kashmit, the most beautiful
part of not 6nly India. but the whole world,--with
Switzerland by 'Indians refected a lack of self-res-
pect.

- Morarii Desai, Times of Ind'ia, July 10,

lrot "\/ietnam is the Cuba

- New China News
of the East".
Agency, Times of India,

Augtrst 8.
I

ri

; The only alterrtative to the Jirnata party is clic-
tatorship.

j - Karpoori Thaktrr. Times of lndio, Arrgrrst 3.

I am against forming a Government somehow
and m:rking"cornpromises." It has become a disease
rvith us to-be iri power somehow.

- S. Najalingappa, The Statenran, July l9'

F'REEDOM FIRST,

iC/o Democratic Research Service
ilvlarreckii Wadia Bldg., 4th floor
, 127 lvlahahrra Gdrdhi Road , I

: Borriba)' 4(n 023 lPltoue: 27 39 l{)
, Pleas'et enrrll nre as a srrbscriber to I:reedom
I Fir.rt. I renrit the arrnrritl srrbscriplion of
i Rs. tO.Ul

I
Nattre:

Signattrre

;'i..\rlrlt ess : 

-

"A few words about Mr. Desai's style of handring the
nation's afiairs is, we think, called for. The impres'
sion he gives us is that of a rare creature who com'
bines in-himself the sarctimoniousness of 'a modern-
day Godman with the towcring arrqlance of a
Moghul Sultan."

Motif, Editorial Agttst 14, 1978

"Has India produced a second Saniay Gandhi in the
p"t.nn of tli present prime minister's son, Mr' Kanti-
bhli {'Klnti') 

. 
Desai?"

The Econotnir't, August 5, 1978

"l-lis detlactors have n;cknamed him Sanjay Desai."

The Economist, August 5, 1978

n
J'

rt
I

J

{

"When ltaly's Co nnrutl'st l'-ader, Mr. Bellinguer'
dubbed Russ.a 'a socialist society with a few illiberal
traits, Ir{r. Craxi cotrrrtered that Russia was 'an illi-
bera! society with a few socialist traits'." -''

The Economist,' August 5, 1978

Pirblirltrd for the Democratie Reseaich Servi'ci bi-I. R. Patel, Associate Editor, Freedom First.at 127, M. Gandhi ltcl..

Bonl rv 4OO 028 (Plrrrlre, 273914) and printed by him at States' People Press. Ghr:ga Street. 
-Fort, 

Bombaf'-400 0Ol.
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