27th Year of Publication

edom ﬁrst‘

A JOURNAL. Of

S

EPTEMBER 1978

Price: 50 p.

EDITORS : S. V. RAJU
GEETA DOCTOR

WAR AGAINST DISSIDENTS

V. B. Karnik

Communist Russia has restarted its war against
dissidents. It had not stopped as a matter of fact at
any time since it began with the foundation of the
communist state. But for some vears in this decade
it was much less obtrusive and fierce. With the end
of the talks in Belgrade over the implementation of
the Helsinki accords on the protection of human
rights, the war has begun again with all its terror and
violence.

The mos* notable of the latest victims of the war
is Anatoli Shcharansky, a mathematician and com-
puter expert. A voung Jewish intellectual that he is,
he was keen on emigrating to Israel. Permission to
emigrate was refused to_him several times. He then
came in touch with the dissidents prominent amongst
whom were the physicist and Noble Prize-wirner.
Andrei Sakharov, the scientist, Yuri Orlov ard the
writer, Alexander Ginsburg, That was enough for
the. Russian rulers to pick “him up as one of their
victims.

Shcharansky was arrested in March 1977 on a
charge of spying for the United States. He was

alleged to have turned over to the West “classified
data on the location, staffing and role of a large num-
ber of defence mdustlv installations.” On his arrest
Tass had shrieked: “The traitor will be indged ac-
cording to the full rigour of Soviet law.” He was
brought to trial after sixteen months-in jail when he
was not allowed to meet any of his friends or rela-
tives including his wife. Inducements to confess that
were offered to him can be gathered from the state-
ment he made in court after his conviction. He said:
“During March and April those who were conducting
the investigations warned me that with the position
I was taking...... and which T am following here in
court, I would face a firing squad or 15 vears prison
at least. But if I agreed to co-operate with the in-
vestigation... I was promised quick release and re-
unification with my wife.”

Shcharansky refused to co-operate and was, there-
fore, sentenced to three years in “close confinement”
and ten years in a “strict regime” labour camp after
a secret trial lasting five days in July 1978. The trial
was labelled as “open”, but none of the dissidents or

their relatives were allowed to attend it, not even the
Second Secretary of the U.S. Embassy who was sent
as an observer as the charge against the prisoner was
of spying for that coun*rv. An American journalist to
whom the secrets were passed on was named, but the
only evidence that was produced was a docrment in
Russian which the journalist was compelled to sign
while in police custody and which he could not road
as he did not know Russian. The iournalist stated
later that he knew Shcharansky, had discussed with
him several times the problems of Jews desirous of
emigrating to Israel but that the talks had never any-
thing to do with mlllhrv or state secrets,

It is clear from the record that Shcharansky had
to suffer the savage punishment meted out to him
because of his vigorous efforts to inform the West
about *he trials and the tribulations of the dissidents
and more particularly of Tewish scientists and others
anxious to go to Israel. He was also a member of
one of the monitoring groups formed by the dissidents
to keep an eyve on violations of the Helsinki accords.
He was active in collecting information about them
and publicising it in the West. The communist rulers
did not like such information to go out. Hence the
trial and the savage sentence.

In the same week two other trials were staged.
One was of Alexander Ginzburg and the o*her of

AN ANNOUNCEMENT |

With effect trom October 1978 the subscrip-

tion rates for Freedom First have been revised
as follows:

Single Conry Rer " " I/-
Annual Subscription Rs. - 10/-
Two vears subscription Rs. 18/-

Freedom First is o non-profit journal of
-liberal ideas and has been produced for the past
twenty seven vears without any increase in rates. ‘
We are grateful for the support given to us by
all our readers and hope they will bear with
the increase in costs.
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