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THE JUDICIARY AND 
Mrs. GANDHI 
NISSIM EZEKIEL 

Mrs. Gandhi's record in relation to the Judi­
ciary is deplorable, and is likely to become worse. 
She has done everything in her power to under­
mine its independence, to destroy its prestige 
and to denigrate its social pJ:lilosophy. 

Mrs. Gandhi has not done these things in­
nocently as, for example, in her failure to sup­
port the case of the air-hostesses against the male 
chauvinist ·conditions of their employment. She 
has not done them out of a misplaced emphasis 
on personal loyalty or because of poor judgement 
in carrying out her political aims. The reality is 
more sinister. 

Mrs. Gandhi finds the Judiciary a major 
obstacle in the exercise of absolute power, for 
which she has an insatiable craving. All her poli­
cies and decisions, during the Emergency, as well 
as in the two phases before and after it, imply 
the authoritarian impulse and its logic, relentles­
sly at work. 

The transfer o( Judges because specific ver­
dicts in court cases went against the wishes of 
Mrs. Gandhi and her government is one of the 
scandals of post-Independence judicial history. 
Mrs. Gandhi and she alone must be held respon­
sible for that scandal. Her spokesmen have always 
had to support her in this crucial matter with 
many specious arguments. 

One of these arguments is that the Judges 
transferred or superseded stand in the way of 
revolutionary changes which Mrs. Gandhi wants 
to bring about in Indian Society. There is no 
evidence of these changes being attempted in 
areas where the Law and its administration are 
allies, or where executive control violates the 
principles of natural justice. 

What, for example, is the excuse for short­
term appointment of Judges? · Simila·r unfair 
appointments are made in a number of educa­
tional institutions in India, the intention being to 
avoid the pay and privileges of confirmed posi­
tions. The Government does it to Judges so as to 

asse-rt its powerful presence behind them and to 
insist on the judiciary's undignified humiliat­
ing dependence on it. Nothing is gai~ed in terms 
of social and economic advancement. 

This special mode of interference and its 
use in transfering Judges are clearly instruments 
of Mrs. Gandhi's political wishes. They serve no 
other purpose. They do not solve any of the 
problems faced by the Judicia-ry or by the people 
as a whole. 

As in i~,formation and press policy, where 
Mrs. Gandhi s government does . what it can to 
intimidate, i? judicial matters also it persistently 
seeks compliance and servility. When it cannot 
get these to the extent considered desirable it 
periodically proposes measures and clumsily' en­
acts them, in the alleged interest of the masses 
of social transformation and "progressive" ideas: 
mostly d()gmas. 

Mrs. Gandhi has never succeeded in convinc­
ing any substantial part, of the Judiciary that 
she means well in her reformist zeal She does 
have some backing both in her own ·party and 
among sections of other parties, who have their 
own reasons· for sharing her views or sympathis­
ing with her methods in the present situation. 
One can try to erode this by criticism of Mrs. 
Gandhi's authoritarian predelictions, which have 
a subjective as weU as an ideological source. 

The problems of the Judiciary are some­
times said to be merely elitist, such as those of 
academics and businessmen or management exe­
cutives. It is suggested by left-wing ideologues 
that any attacks on' their traditional rights · in a 
democracy, or decrease of their ' privileged fric­
tions do not concern the common people. 

On the contrary, we must affirm that a Judi­
ciary deprived of its fr.eedom will soon be part 
of a society without fre.edom. The delicate bal­
ance of executive, legislative and judicial powers, 
essential to a democratic polity, will be replaced 
by a pyramidal structure with supreme power 
only at the top. Such a society is rightly called 
tyrannical, whether or not it is totalitarian. 

Mrs. Gandhi, unlike her predecessors, wants a 
pyramidal power structure. That is why she is 
so determinedly against an independent Judiciary. 



THE NEU.,TRON BOMB
RASHMI TANEJA

Considerable controversy surrounds presi-
dent Reagan's decision to go ahead with the pro-
duction of the so-called neutron bomb. The
"Enhanced Radiation Warhead" as it is officially
called is designed to produce far greater radia-
tion and less blast and heat than other nuclear
weapons currently deployed. Thus the warhead
can kill people by radiation, but causes minimal
damage to property.

American Military experts say that the
weapons fitted to the short-range Lance Missile
and the'Howitzer Shell are the most effective way
of repulsing a massed Soviet tank attack in
Central Europe.

The Soviet Union has an impressive array
of 44,000 tanks ready for an assault on Western
Europe, while NATO. only has 11,000. U.S. De-
fence Secretary, Mr. Caspar W. Weinberger
argued that increasing NATO's conventional
stockpile to counter Russia's 4 to I superiority
in tanks would not be a very practical
suglestion. The neutron device used on the
battlefield could effectively neutralise the Soviet
tank superiority, because its direct radiation
would immobilise the tank personnel without
destroying their armoured vehicles.

It had been decided earlier by the American
administration to stockpile the weapons in the
United States, and to deploy them in Europe
only after consultation with the European allies.

The Reagan announcement has predictably
evoked howls of rage from the Soviet authorities.
They have accused the White House of "canna-
balistic instincts". The timing of the decision
could not have been more inopportune for Ame-
rica's European allies. It triggered off a wave of
protests from Pacifists across Western Europe.

More.serious, however, was the response
from the influential quarter that matters - the
government3 of the NATO. alliance, in particular
West Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium

- who reacted with consternation and scepti-
cism.

The NATO allies are upset because they
were not consulted about the decision. Secondly, .

Washington's announcement could jeopardise an
earlier NATO decision to deploy L08 Pershing
II and 464 Tomahawk cruise missiles in Western
Europe. These Euro-missiles are to be deployed
bv 1983 to match the Soviet-built 660 medium-
range SS20 missiles already targeted on Western
Europe.

Although the governments of Belgium, the
Netherlands and West Germany have endorsed
the deployment of the Euro-missiles on their
territories, their leaders face mounting opposition
to the nuclear presence not merely from the an-
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tinuclear lobby, but from within their own party
ranks. The very survival of these governments
could be endangered

Thirdly, and most worrisome of all, because
of the limited destructive nature of the weapon,
its use lowers the nuclear threshold. In other
words, it gives the NATO generals the chance.
to respond to an attack by conventional forces
with the neutron option.

This would inevitably make Moscow retaliate
in kind, thereby starting a small scale nuclear
war.

Fourthly, in the event.of a super power con-
frontatio,n, the West European leaders fear that
they may not be asked or consulted about thb
American decision to deploy the warhead in
Europe : they would be told to do so.

Finally, the Europeans are deeply resentful
that as before the Americans want the Europeans
to fight their wars for them.

The Europeans who would like to, see an
accommodation with the Russians have become
sceptical about the drift of American foreign
policy. They see an uncertain, inconsistent ap-
proach to foreign afiaris by the President.

Underpinning this approach is Mr. Reagan's
visic'n of the omnipotent Soviet evil. The Pre-
sident passionately believes in the simplistic do'c-
trine that all the world's troubles can be blamed
on the Soviet Union,

Tlre policy's logical denouement invo'lves the
political and armed support of right-wing autho-
ritarian regimes around the world so long as
they are anti-communist. The neutron decision
is a further example of a foreign policy that
relies on a massive arms build-up as its mainstary
while downgrading the role of arms limitation
talks with the Russians.

-The United States by its unilateral decision
to give greater protection to her European allies
could be playing into the Soviet lfnion's hands.
Moscow has already stepped up its propaganda
campaign against Mr. Reaga'n, who is described
in the official media as a warmonger, hellbent on
piling up a whole new array of nuclear weapons.

While remaining silent about her own gigan-
tic nuclear arsenal, the Soviet Union will further
mobilise the anti-nuclear lobby in Western
Europe.

The Russians are already quite satisfied at
the growing disenchantment felt by the Euro-
peans towards their American ally. If the Russi-
ans were to exploit the tensions within the NATO
alliance, we may soon see the emergence of a
neutralist Western Europe. The political fall-oui
of Mr. Reagan's decision could be very far-
reaching.
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India's One Party Democracy
K, V. SUBRAHMANYAM

In the heat of the battles that were fought
for the Independence of India, those who were
at the helm did not have a clear vision of the
policy that the country should adopt.

Gandhiji was so much eoncerned with the
means to be employed in the fight - truth and
non-violence - that he could only enunciate a
vague picturq of the free India of his dreams.

Sardar Patel was for a political set-up not
uqlike those of the open societies of the West;

Nehru was so fascinated by his visit to the
Soviet Union and the way it had solved the pro-
blems of a multi-national state that he wanted
to adopt the Russian model. He even got Parlia-
ment to pass a condolence resolution on the death
of Stalin where he was described as a "Man of
Peace."

Rajaji, apart from his fads, like Prohibition,
did not have a mass following, as Patel or Nehru
did to wield sufficient influence in the Congress
except through Gandhiji.

Gandhiji, however out of tune with the re-
alities of India's social and economic problems,
had the political foresight to advice the Congress
to wind itself up soon after Independence so that
the country would be organised into new political
parties each with its distinctive political pro-
gramme, which it would implement if voted to
power. But, Gandhiji, like Lincoln, was shot
dead before India became independent.

With his removal from the scene, truth and
non-violence became slogans of convenience to
his political legatees; and, it did not take long
before he was relegated by the Indian Public to
the Hindu pantheon of fertility gods to be idoli-
sed and lyorshipped only, not emulated through
personal 'e*ample.

After,Independence, the Congress deeided,
unlike thff-American Congress after its war of
Indbpendffice from the eiitish Crown, to set
itself up.as a political party with all the advan-
tages thai:went with it and with the country-
wide org4liisational set-up to back it. Even the
party flag was made into the national flag, with
only a minor modification. In the circumstances,
no rival political party could emerge strong
enough to face the Congress, except in a few
states; and,.they had neither the organisation nor
the financial resources to back them up so that
they could grow in strength.

To complicate matters, Gandhiji, in his nai-
vete, nominated Nehru as his political heir and
successor. The only person with the political sta-
ture to stand up to Nehru, and with the necessary
mass following, was Patel. Patel soon passed
away, but not before integrating India by solving
the problem of the feudatory states. That left
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Nehru and the Congress in virtual control of the
country's destiny. . :.

Independence was followed by the convenipg..:
of the constituent assembly. It took,. apart from-
framing the constitution, two momentcius deci-'
sions : first, that Hindi, and not basic English,
should be the national language of the- subcol-
tinent; second, that the frarichise should be bgg94. ,

on adult status only, not orr literacy and,33,9J$:,,
mentary knowledge of civics.

Meanwhile, other ominous developments ,
were taking place on the political plane. The. in-
terim government decided that the Muslim
League should be dissolved as a political palty, '

but that it could continue as a cultural organisa-
tion in Malabar, now part of Kerala. The fifth
caste of "untciuchables" should eontinue iii tlld ''

casteist hierarchy of Hindu society uridbr the"'
euphemism of "Harijans", s6 that they could be.'t
retained within the fold of Hinduism. Christian'
missionary activity was sedulously discouraged.

The Constituent Assembly did not contain
any student of social anthropology except Dr. :

Ambedkar, who commited the mistake of placing
implicit trust in written constitutions, overlook-
ing the fate of the constitution of the Weimar
Republic - it collapsed under the economic De-
pression of the Thirtees', paving the way for the
rise of Hitler.' Ambedkar was one of those who found out
early that Hinduism was not a religion in the
sense in which Judaism, Christianity and Islam
or Buddhism and Jainism are. A person was a
Hindu irrespective of the his beliefs, so long as h_e

knew his place in the casteist hierarchy; and,
there was no copversion or reconversion to
Hinduism until the rise of the Arya Samaj. In
short Hinduism was not based on an uncompro-
mising ethical imperative round which sacredo-
talism grew in vaiying degrees,with the passage
of time.

This made Ambedkar seek relief for the un- ,

touchables of Hinduism in Buddhism which,
unlike Christianity or Islm, was Indian in origin
being the first move of protest against the caste
system; and, itdid not go to the absurd extremes
of Jainisrh in ahimsa. It was, in fact, pragmatic
universalism as practised in Sri Lanka, Burma
and the Far East, free from a ritualised caste
hierarchy. In that respect, it was like Judaism,
Christianity or Islam.

Historiially, it would seem, the fair-skinned '

Indo-Aryans were represented by the first three
castes. They had r6duced to servitude the Dravi-
dians who had earlier infiltrated into the Indian
sub-continent via Baluchistan. The Dravidianq '
buried their dead, as the centres of, Halappan -



culture revealed, which practice prevails to, this
day in South'India. They represent'the fourth
caste.

The fifth caste is represented by the victims
of untouehability. They were the the neolithic
ag-rieulturists, worshippers of the mother-god-
desg, who were dispossessed of their lands and
reduced.Jo helotry 6ven before the advent of the
Indo-aryans.

Th6se who were still in the paleolithic stage
ot '15o6-gatherers, depending, may be to some
exten! on slash-and-burn cultivation, escaped
enslavement. They were nomads and inaccessible
until they were sought out in their natural habi-
tats . by the Christian missionaries. It is interes-
ting to note that they have not been victims of
unJouchabilitY.

What Nehru did was to take the wind off
the sails of Ambedkar by having Independent
fridia iinitate the externals of Buddhism. It was
beyond him to break the caste system with all
iti-attendent evils. AII that he could do was to
perpetuate the fffth caste by adopting the name
nHirijattt" which was coined by Gandhiji in his
ipnorince. but with the best of intentions, to
lilmp all ihose who were the victims of untou-
chabiti{y under the category of scheduled castes.

-, Those who escaped untouchability and were
outside the pale of Hindu Society werg included
among the scheduled tribes. The Constitution
was.made to provide protection for a limited
period within which they -were -expected to over-
iome their,enforced backwardness. Ambedkar
did.yeorndii'service towards achieving -this end,
6u1 he died before he could fulfill his life's am-
bitions.

lT'l"ir'*u, followed by ominous developments
in the Indian polity. The minorities developed
intq:pressuT.e groups. Thos_e who were the most
vocif6rous 'were the newly gmerggd .leaders,
mosilv political opportunists. The minorities, of
couis6, Locahe syirbnymous with Muslims, sche-
Auted castes'and-scheduled tribes, not the others
like the Christians, the Eurasians, the Parsees
and the Jeqe pf Kerala.' These believed in the
princip.le- ot-'lelf -helP.

The'neri'leaders of the pr€ssure groups took
maximum advantage pf the -confus-ed 

Indian poli-
' ticai'scene to carve for therhselves niches of

power at the expense of the illiterate and weaker
Lrethren of their communities to enrich them-
selves, not unlike the labour barons of India,
taking advantage of adult franchise based on
illiteracy.-,: , , '

The constituent assembly included, in its
final draft, a set of direetive principles apart from
{undamental rights. There was no need at all for
the inclusion of' these .'directive principles, be-
cause -they-were' intended to provide guide-lines
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to the framers of the constitution. It is likely that
they were included in the belief that if and when
the Constitution was amended, those responsi-
ble would hot violate these directive principles.

In practice, the directive principles were so
interpreted that they violated the fundamental
rights. Whenever that happened, the former were
made to over-rule the latter. That was what
Gokhale did when he drastically amended the
Constitution to pave the way for one-party rule
in perpetuity.

In an oriental sub-continent.where democra-
tic traditions never existed at any level of social
organisation, apolgists of "Panchayat Raj" to the
contrary, it was natural for the Personality cult
to take roots soon after Independence as was the
case with Gandhiji earlier. Gandhiji, however,
never allowed power to intoxicate him. He was
a stickler for the ethical code he sincerely beli-
eved in.

The same could not be said of Nehru.

When he became the Prime Minister of India;
Nehru still retained the traditions of democracy
in which he was educated in the U.K. But de-
cades in power with no opposition worth men-
tioning, made him develop authoritarian tenden-
cies, especially so when his cabinet, with few
exceptions, consisted of sycophants each busy
feathering his own nest in private. T?ris soon led
to his intolerance of any criticism however mild
and constructive it might be, as was witnessed
in the cases of John Mathai and Chintaman
Deshmukh.

The possibility of the growth of a healthy
opposition, so necessary for the sustenance of
democracy, was eliminated when franchise was
based on adutt status only without need for lite-
racy and elementary knowledgg of civics. Mean-
while, the population was growing at an alarm-
ing pace and, with it, the growth of illiteracy.
This led to selection of candidates on caste and
communal considerations, voting for symbols
aided by catchy slogans, impersonation and b'ooth
capture, unheard of in any elections in any con-
stituency except Charles Dickens' Dingley Dell.

When Nehru died, it was thought that there
would be a change in the political set-up under
Shastri. His premature death was followed by
the Syndicatds choice of his daughter; it belie-
ved that it could make use of her as a figurehead.

They did not reckon with a lady who became
an adept at political manoeuvre, a worthy disci-
ple of her father. Once she was in the seat of
power, her first step was to show the members

of the Syndicate what she thought their place

should be.

FREEDOM FIRST
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REPEATING FAILURES
The Indian Express (Sunday Edition) of

August 9 reports: "The Congress(U), the Lck
Dal and the Janata Party leaders are exploring
the possibility of a merger." The reporl then goes
on to say who feels what and so on. The BJP
having been at the receiving end in the united
Janata Party have wisely, according to the report,
dec,ined the invitation.

Have our "leaders" (one should now suggest
that the dictionary meaning of this much abused
word be changed) lost all sense of shame? Are
all of them suffering from amnesia? Have they
not learnt anything at all? Do they view people's
i:telligence so poorly?

My answers - Yes, these politicians have
indeed lost all sense of shame. No, they don't
suffer {rom amnesia but megalomania; Yes, they
have learnt nothing at all because they do not
wish to learn. Wanting to learn from one's past
mistakes implies sincerity of purpose. These men
are reither sincere (to serve the people - a trite
expression I admit) nor is their purpose honest.
Politics to them is a livelihood and a vocation,
not a path to steer the country into healthy demo-
cratic channels. Yes again, they view the people
as fools and arc out to prove Lincoln wrong about
being able to fool all the peoplg etc.

Let us examine the report further.
Mr. Madhu Limaye is reported to have said

that his faction's decision to force a split in the
Janata Party had "other important reasons" than
the "dual membership" issue. And what, pray,
were these other important reasons? To get the
Janata Party committed to closer relations with
the CPM? To change the basic character of that
party so that Lohia socialism or whatever be the
cornerstone of the Janata Party?

In a:way, Mr. Limaye's confession (again I
wculd hiiSitate using this word,'because confes-
sion implies acceptanbe of having made a mistake)
is useful. The dual membershp issue was used to
drive thd Jan Sangh elements out of the Janata
Pagy. It;was a handy weapon to destroy another
group evbn if such destruction meant the end of
the party. The objective was simple. To gain con-
trol of a party then in power in the foolish hope
that this would be a short cut to power for them-
selves.

These left-wing socialists have never been
known to be very intelligent, and added to this
was an unexpected opportunity. In their hurry
and stupidity they destroyed the Goose that was
laying the golden eggs of power and patronage.

Mrs. Gandhi is in power and gets the votes
because, in the eyes of the people, she is a lot
better than politicians like Madhu Limaye, George
Fernandes, Raj Narain, et al. And isn't that what
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demccratic politics is all about? Igr a choice bet-
ween two evils, the pgople, in their wisdom,
chose the lesser one.

The report goes o;t to say : "Despite keen
desire of Mr. Urs, Mr. Chandra Shekhar and Mr.
Limaye fcr merger, mutual distrust and clash
of personalities could however, prove to be fo,r-
midable hurdles."

"Formidable hurdles", indeed! The right word
is "impossible", Napoleon notwithstanding. Can
oil and wdter mix? Never mind Mr. Morarji
Desai and Charan Singh, What about Limqye.
and Vajpayee, or better still, Adirani (Vajpayee,
might!). :

Will George Fernandes give up.his silly no-
tions of nationalisation? Can a leopard change
its spots?

"One proposal discussed during various mee-
tings of leaders of the three parties is that Mr.
Chandra Shekhar shculd remain the party pre-
sident. Mr. Charan Singh'should be-givenlthe
leadership in Parliament and Mr. Urs.should be
given some sort of a senior ceremonial position
like Chairman of the Party's Parliamentary
Board."

There they go again, dividing the spoil among
discredited gentlemen. Why should a proposal for
merger decide who should be what? Why should
not a joint convention or meeting of representa-.
tives decide lvho should be their , leaders - if
necessary by secret ballot. And, in any casel
what is the standing of the above-mentioned
gentlemen?



Mr. Chandrashekar, a political maverick
without a base who hadn't the personality or the
leadership quality to keep the Janata Party to-
gether; Mr. Charan Singh whose Jat predilec-
tions and peculiar views on matters economic
landed the eountry in a mess and himself in near
political oblivion; and Urs, that much touted
t'strong man", who considered himself the Ka-
maraj of ,the Indira Congress and ended up sug-
gesting.,that the Congress (U) change its name!

If these persons and there are others, were
to say t'Well,'gentlemen, we have had our inn-
ings. It's for you younger people to carry on and
do your best. We are old now and have done
what we could. We shall be available if you need
us for advice and consulation. But we shall not
come in the way. We have no more desire for
positions,'1.. were these gentlemen to say this,
then it would be something.

But they won't. Because they have arroga-
ted to themselves notions about their indispensa-
bility to the nation. And, even if they retired'
where would they go? And so the circus goes on.
Mergers, factions within, splits, defeats, new
propbsals for merger, factions, splits, defeats. . . .

If tissues do not match in a graft, the part
or the patient dies. It is time for our senior poli-
ticians (superannuated would be a better word)
to realise that it is unnatural to expect a success-
ful'graft of :widely varying groups. It is necessary
for us, the people, to realise that it is time to
take politics away from our politicians and retire
them-compulsoriiy if necessary to some secluded
enclav.e w.Lere they can indulge in-their favourite
pastime without injury to -th91ra!91-A CORRESPONDENI.

volcEs -2
WOMEN HEALTH AND
DEVELOPMENT

At long last, planners, poligy-makers and
enlightened public -opinion have become alive to
the -fact ttf*-t-''ianrily-planning can be effectively
imflemented only if 

-there is concurrbnt impro-
veirent inilie socio-economic status of women, of
whlch hei'lttr'is a major component.* The report
of the National Committee on the Status of
Women has rightly focused on the deterioration
in women's status in almost eve{y sebtor of so-
cial life, despite the glamorous success-stories oI
a few womet who hold responsible positions in
qovernmen!, bqsiness and the professions." The maior health problems of women as

seen in the developing countries are: high ma-
ternal and infant mortality, low - expectation of
life. at birth. malnutrition and mental disorders
leading to high suicide rates. The infant morta-
lity rate in 'India is 120 per thousand, wbich -ex-
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ceeds that of many other countries in South-East
Asia. The mortality rates among female children
and women.of the , child-bearing age .are dis-
tressingly high, the maternal mortality rate be.
ing as high as 393 per thousand live births.

This situation has resulted in an adverse sex-
ratio which has become progressively more un-
favourable to women in the last forty years.
While in 1901 there were 972 females for every
thousand males, in 1981 there are only 935 fe-
males per thousand males. The ratio is the lowest
in the age-groups 10-19 and 40-49. Punjab, the
richest state has the lowest sex-ratio while
Kerala, the poorest is the only state where women
have outnumbered men since 1921. It is interesting
to note that the high rate of literacy among
women in Kerala has been singled out as the most
important factor contributing to an overall im-
provement in health services and health facilities
in that state.

Social factors play a critical role in at least
three major areas of health: nutrition, fertility
and reproduction, and mental health. In many
parts of the developing world, women are, from
childhood, more exposed to malnutrition than
men. Also, infant mortality among girl babies is
higher because of general neglect and even star-
vation in conditions of scarcity. Girls, for inst-
ance, are more commonly afiected by kwashior-
ker but are less often taken for treatment. Chro-
nic malnutrition in women leads to their short
stature, low birth weight of their labies, anae-
mia, higher mortality and many nutritional dis-
orders such as rickets, esteomalacia and goitre.

Early marriage, still common in many parts
of India, deprives women not only of educa-
tional opportunities but also results in teenage
pregnancies with all the attendant health hazards.
Prolonged breastfeeding means that for most
women, the cycle of pregnancy and lactation,
extending over ten to fifteen years, takes s
heavy toll of their health, especially when they
are also working ouside the home to supplement
the family income. Abortion, not always freely
available and often inexpertly induced, takes a
heavy toll of almost 50 per cent of all maternal
deaths. Women also suffer from deteriorating
mental health, often brought on by adverse social
conditions as the high female suicide rate in
Gujarat indicates.

The process of development, on the whole,
has discriminated unfairly against women 'and
led to a deterioration in their status. The plight
of women construction workers and rural female
labour can be seen as illustraiions of this trend.

Female construction workers not only suffer
from extreme malnutrition and lack of medical
facilities but are also not provided with mater-
nity leave. They put in hard labour till almost
the day of confinement, and. are discriminated
against in the payment of wages.
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Economic deveiopment has led to a nrosre-
ssive redu-ctioii,ifr'tir6 iize' ot' the femble" ril'i'it
work force, especially in the more ' develdped'
rural areas. Tl$il,ls due t-o the impact of tgchno-
logy. Mec$anization in agriculture is seen mainly
in men's work, while women's work remains
predomin&ntly . mabual. Moreover, certain tech-
nological,,thoice5 have led to the absorption of'
more maIE labouf and at the same time disem-
ployed female lalor.rr; Thele is an egually unfair

timited .:*':?- l-' ' : :l irl '.iL'.-:18
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division d l?bour.inside the household resulting,
in excessrfO'fatigue foi'women

in medicifie, there has been an alarming drop fn
the propoidion of'women.,While there,i.wEre +i.t%
women and 52-97i, men medical gra{uates and
licentiates in 1965, there wer'e only L9.2/o womdt
and 80.8/o men medical graduates and licentiates

to cluster around a. few profes-

' 
in;.the

ap4! law remains .very.{6iffi.,'fn fact;

IIEALTH FOR ALL: An Atternative strategy. Report
of the study Gtoup of the Indian Coulrcil'of Social
Scieres Fedbarch,'and'the Ihrlian Council of Medical
Recearch,-New,Oani. l
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portion o$: unemployed professional wqmpn is vorsa DJr::P'.IlMlPT€fl-iil;*
quitehig$,.I{ursingis.stiIl,.apredominantl,3""fe-GandhiAnd.TheAmeriian
minine pEgfession. Having ng strong trade:iinion scbne by'c.. Seshicffif .dr.H
backing, ilurses tend., to -be' the niSst exp!6'ited, Glimpses of oid .Caicu*a by'R. R.' crro*6r'ii.#t
overworked and ill-paid of the health profession- ^^__-^_ 

" : :'4-, -;,- ;'a1s.Theinmass.exodustotheWesterncountries"*.,..:'"''..::;; ;;6" 6ir;;t; i'-i'"'arv' il b;;;;A;;J - vor' II lFf
;1.- ,- 

--- - -:i- 
, 
---,-- 

. .Ilindu_Muslim Relations in i
Althrnrsh constant and cumulative fatisue Bengal 1905-194? by H. Rah$it '. ,Wt-Atthoggh., constant and cumulative 

- fatigue _Bengal 1905-194? bv g. nanroAii' .

affects thtfi-*o.r"k"; ep4ciJy and groductivity of Indiia'e &idia:: a,political ..: r'l--:'

*o*.", if,nx,'fr"t.16i:n'iaten itito accouhl in' - No;"tf '---i----- : by s..Nihal sinichwomen, iFlras-..not.been.,,:taken.into acco-unt'in, ,'Nd,te!bb!: :.'::.'. ':':! - by S,.Nihal SihEli +-i

health pmleitp and-programmes. l-lo sjua;i hal^ trrii"r, piiiity, A pte;'lror 
- 

,,:' 
' :r*''.:. ',','l'1

been yn$gpta\en.on the p.hVsic.a1,. effects .of ----i"f"r- 
by R. A. oopals,;*iini,l

women's Uork in low-wage, low-skill, Iow-status : --::l'1-:-: {
jobs like itfpi.tr, fdctor|-workers and nurseqr,'. ,rndia 

In Transition bv M' N' Rov- ,: I ,,

InternatiffifrEijt$reruse, studies- show that most Nationalism, and Other ByrEiel4ar' . ,, *
women 

"ffib.fi$-AE. 
r,.and fqr Ionger hours than $ssavs

men and W$FI4{VSIV less leisure,. recreatio4 Ttaditional Recipes of ,,Iirbiau ty nari.in: .r; :;r - 
.1,fr{

neglectedf[S,i5, bound to have adverse consequen- under The Indian stv" . by .s_ Cr,"na6ij 'l:iOit-
ces in tefrtisjbf.'more accidents and greater ab- ^'^-'"'.*::" '.- ":."' Yr'*'Yf . ' i'$
spnfccism*'#.'i.:.:Writings'AndSpee-ches.of'

in 19?6. Svest'amongst- ihose'' quaUnea;: ift" p"* hol,T,ho Jhelum To' Thg"". , . ,r:,: ,i i.:

t""tf 
i.H,;6,'g",,-'said tha[ women constitute i,the ";ft;Aililil;' 

rv, s: ugnar"rnaq.. i1

l9p9.t'u[qil';;;;si""ti,u pil"tity in.. r1ai"," what Price A Free Piesr?'l l{.g; Y. r..n*#.,',1
Whilewon*en1ack.the'..exp1osiveforce''ofmi.Edited,'
noritiesq$dsoncasteandre1igion,.c.or1tinuousAlsoAvailable'Fio-:

:i*JlT""5"T:i:;*:,i*"?lt".T,'" 
t'Jfi,11"t?"5:til 

rH E srArEs'MAN , Lr rvl.[tH#
hope and:happiness of the people of India.

ALOO DALAL

l.Ior is tlie- 
-gr!an, 

middle-class, educated. work--i:'ttrdii's: Carribean Adventure by' K.; Bhimari ,t ,: ,rbl-
ing womri+'s-pared- For her, working outside .the Keral*: yenan of India by Victor M;lfie . ,' 'fi/-h"-: hT,1!.4-,t-:- t-?1," 

-"r1L1"t*1 ,i^"Y!I-"t:e^ 
tI5 rhe caree. or rhe.secondsrv iq 

"::{il;;-t.iEio" ""a 
qfiin. sui it r'-"i nit i"a *""1;lii",;t"t"Jl";jT::j:" , +:+

-it
t.t;^"^:-"*: :I:il'-,i__-_' ,,:'_ ::,-----; School Teacher in poona by p. Kale ,?/-.to a corTesppncung moolncarlon or f,ne role or

.itr"" t""ttf,.err ol:?rru family, especially trtu -"". The Phases of lndian ' 'jl
.-,1

Statesman House
Conndught Circus,
New Delhi 110 001 Calcutta 700001*

Fagun Mansion
26 Commander-In-Chief Rd- r,i^'

.:i(i;

:i;1, I
.:ii:;

w

Madras 6O0dPS,



SEPTEMBER T98I



trials earried on under Stalin,tr1,"trT1:ld"H*iffi "ilf i;*11;ol[usl. a{ltl, .. PSIurrgsF

i|ii:?"L:ir's1?sa-tr'l*Xi1'il;,f g'""i,lJHffi s.ml#,1ffi ,i,i:y#ffiPl. txviii * a00.. " - ii?ffi*a q*triill.f s;t "vo-$lU"t$*Fti'-Dr.m P"r"a, protu"ro;;as."th. Ari"[ :l i{*elq, it is q $angerogr.!oct4::''-11'-!iS-
sfudies at the Jawaharlal Nehru univeJiy:;;6 T ,tp real issues and sets out"to rentovei tlle'evtls
id;"ledur,l;d;;;l-fiI" ]"i"-p""t""iidtr6; S^:Tidv Pv pio,.s wislrBs. rhw, I qryl"---E.ttF

"attia*: ;1-;h; has ahSadv e6teJ-s!i,"rai l3:t".t Td-enc.our?gel.thq upper classed to,b'ortt-
cqilectids'of th"r& 11} ail"-"i*"S;dil;fr inue their domination.".
j*.UV 19w m-aking-fhi5 super-selection irir !!P As regards- IWan<ism, although its ,idealism
reiader. Not only isit.careful and balanced, but itr - attracted [im. its.subsequent deielopment.into
a soljd 65-page Introduction, he analyses thF Stalinism rliscouraged hirir, Ihis ied t-o.wrrat or.
dlvelopment of JP's thinking over many year.F Prasad calls ,'som]e coni:mingUng of Mir:rlsm,
aud extracts the essence of his statementi. Gandhism and Westefn d[ndratic vaiues',,
irrcIuding articles, pamphlets and books. ' which -bg"ol the basis of_th_g Qgngress,pocialisi

Javiprakashrwas essen6ally a thinker and nrfo Part of JP. Further, out of al! this-wAp -bofnlthg
a:doerrd*,ri16ke, siv. Maha'tria Gandhi or Man1 doctrine of 'sarvodaya and, in collabofutipg^with
ttr *ii rierrer Apl'rnidie. HG views and politicdt Shri Vinoba Bhaitei'the Bhoodan and'Sariipditi-
pf,ilosopht, thougtr partly based upon thosb dan movements.pf,ilosophl, though partly based upon thosb clan movements. :

edrlier s&ices' were-always praggrati".S"lllf And so on, towards Jp's final urairi;cii,itd,in consortance with the social needs ""d-,.:oj.$ ,,fot"t-iJof"titi"J;'f-_?a--l"Votutton in , eriiry
tiDns or the times..on the other hand, jllllgl ,jf"i; and aspect ot so"i"ty,i"{;fiJl'i6;'""-iiil.
lf ::g,g;:P:l$::"tl::,lj: p*::n-|tl$* r,i;; l; L" t}," panchayati n"i; *itr,,,democracy atilY-i-5.TT.1:h-arr pbuosopner' hls pTll!1tl3t* .^'as to be t}reiPanchayati ri"i; *ittt,rdemoctacy at
iL:T:q!,ryLti:t-Y-T-":1.*:3:"te, because thb A; ;""'-roots level, " ""ii 

;s*"oj 1ef "lthepBfsrrlt 9F,pOWer pevef a$raCtreC nrm. i- Daani-al ' i
Wheil'.lor instanee, Pandit Netrnr aslred hirn* :='-P':: ... . . ,i ... \-^t .

to loin-ffi'ei;;;d"-t, he refused t",dl].Jd,ii 4Jl:tlirt+liyiust{rlds the title or,the. boo!,
a contrasf tiis, with-&; bG;;i:61"-1i"iiii"i;;li viz., "A Revolutioriary's Qtrest.'i All his lif-e J.P-

Ig"ildfi$;_-_oo",*iJ"a-tttat .fp "hia seconit was searching, gxpenilnenti.ne and-. p:o{p!ng
tboughtg.on this, rbr--ii- rt" tr"a-""ti"Jy;;;lF new conceplg, bu! mostly without a5rl nractlcal
;ilt:Jinihe 

"-a*i"irti"tion, 
his influenie.iloulfl execution lfts writin8,s, are a-p_ch *m: ;otideas

d;;-ffi 
-G";fi;i;16 

ttt" ro"i"r ""a economfo for pg.liticiqF 
"tld 

stat6smedi'nlihe biuntr$eygn
iii"i*'-&'t;;;ffit'y"'"-fi;o.-Ed'"t.:*iJii'ithen he took a substant{i- lome.of^1lu1l T"{F "}t,9f 

f$111t

spp in fril"nf pouii"r *"" -",rr"n h" t"d-tft ters in tlte bgolr are of hfsjo$aaf'
againsi Mr;. Ca"afri;s nm""g""i' Ftom the.rriewpoint oi,'curr
t r.emarkable success. But the JanaQa last Chapter. '1fhe TaSks" Ahear
!. whieh was the offshoot of JPF tains thd recbrd of an intCCgtew
was allowed by him to function witt.i- the Author in Jule 19?? durind;
lince on hls part. That was the beqt days, is of interest as givin!-Sdibe
for him to take a lead in national. ad- the future.

Taya Zlnkinr : a rePutedil cbqesppndeat rqf-,ttte
(Manchester) Guardan and Thb,Eepnomlqt- for

p,raised its "great and remarkable success'in Ru-
sSia.tt
, Inevitably, laterr the stories of p-urges

REEDOM TIRST

tir"tty years,'neids no intr'ciductbn. Her,ididers,
who-aie familiar with her articles and boolis on
India, will be glad to know that a well-known
publicist like her l-ras brought out a"book on a
elffere;; Iiai"a .tn"-craft,oi writing. In theifor-
w.ttiq,3. s., $pstgin" .e-Xpt*i !::" .!het .!tre -r-qgg 

of i thisan*'
j.

rof. Failing irealth and the toss 6f n[9
Pfabhavati, were also contributortr

aloofiress. I WAIIE' RIGIIT r A gUide to"
catiorl in English, By- Tayq Zi1
g4mon Pressy 1980, pp.,;100,;*.



#-"ruffi'
tlie'train-#
'' bodtoralt?,,

research in the Social Sciences, with which Taya
Z"rpbln vras associaoted. ; ,

t".',"'As tJne title sulgests, the book is wholly de-t'' 'iidte'd toiwrittm communication.' The book is
'di*'ia"'a int'o two parts. In the first part entitled

' .'S6rhg,siriple Precepts', the author has enumera-
. iea a number bf do's and don'ts regarding simple,
' eqgqqt'erid effective writing. The injunctions re-
. gbdihg the avoidance'of long words and senten-

'' 'ddS; the 'impdrtenee of the meticulous use of
punctuations, clarity and "sirnplicity in yri-tin-g

., ..ir,ei.well-lrriown' but : afe quite often overlooked.

. , 
t 

- The.6-uthor verJr rightly urges the. Social
'.'. Sbleritiqts"tb' avoid jargon. According' ' to her,
"" jirg<ih ii often used to cloak ignorance rather

lthn'n act ds dh exnlanation of the issues." Thelthan act 6s an explanation of the issues." The
'1ffilii'glieii-ip. tf in" p+'g{ tlre b.g'ok. contains,

The second part of the book.deals with spe'
eific kinds of written English to which the pre-
.cepts'can bg applied, Thg two Appendices pro-

viae ample,rnaterial' for practice. However what
,taakes, the book attractive. is. its snuff-box com-

':'pa'ctness and'the lead-by-the-hand appgach.

.,.. .,', ) (,:.; + y.l ,, , BAJALAKSHMI HEBSUR
' .':.!.i. I -., ., - . 

t.r.

ES rutt cdu*vr... mrrrd-lanl

t*dLbrdC-rlCe-rfr,
t
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A VARIETY OF COMMENT
K. S. VENKATESWARAN

I. RACE RIOTS IN
BRITAIN

The Indian inability to shed deep-rooted
prejudices has seldom manifested itsjff more
glaringly than in the reaction to the recent spate
of 

. 
wid_espread disturbances in Britain. Oes$tctr

after despatch, report after report, analysis'after
analysis, all contained hystericai out-bursts of
p_rotest, denouncing the ,,murderous" racist pro-
clivities of 

- 
Englishmen as a whole, and crling

shame on the Thatcher Government for being i
"silent spectator, to the sordid drama.
_ Doub4ess, the violence that rocked Southall,
Brixton, Dundee, Toxteth, Manchester, Birmin-
gham and other parts of fhe English mainland
was as mindless as it was unprecedented. The
participation in the hostilities of some extremist
elements among the White youth, undeniable asit was, lent a racist overtone to the whole affair
which swiftly evoked the indignation of many a
dispassionate observer in Britain itself, and not
without reason.

Even so, the sharp howls of protest that
reverberated in the Indian media were distress-
ingly out of proportioir; Thriving on facile as-
surnptions and blind prejudiees, the reportage and
analyses reflected a poor understahding of the
complex issues underlying the sudden eruptions'in
a seemingly placid socieiy. 

:In our exaggerated sense of outrage, how
often have we sriccumbed to the Fmptition of
fitting every skirmish in the black versus wliite
calculus of aberrational racist behaviour and
lost no opportunity of ftogging the dead horse of
colonialism? The exercise, alas, is as futile as it
is misleading.

Is it so difficult for us to realise that, the
patently provocative broadsides of Mr. Enoch
Powell notwithstanding, the racist elements con-
stitute only a miniscule, lunatic fringe of the
British population? And..what about the role of
the blacks (which inclqdes the browns) as a
eontributory factor in the'bscalating tension? To
seek an answer, one must turn to the refreshing
candour of a Khushwant Singh

"You will hear pseudo-learned men give
pseudo-learned Marxist-Freudian explanations
of the causes of prejudice,l' obserwes Khushwant
who, on his own admission, has spent the best
years of his life in England. "Take it fr,om me,
bsd manners and bad living do more mischief

SEPTEMBER 19B1

t,t 
-

than the niqment of the skin. While._condemning
Powell and his hoodlums we must ,r6t_gtos, orr"i
our own role in creating this unpleasant situa-
tion.tt

_As '' Khushwant so perceptivlty elaborates,
"Indian, Pakistani and Banglideshilpeasant emi-
grants simply uprooted their famift$,from the
villages and plonked themselves in the. heart of
metropolitan England... WhereVer+tiev went.
they created their own mini-punjabYTftii. woulci
urinate and defacate in their bick gaidens. To
sav€ money, three men would s\ge1i-in the same
bed in _relayp of:eig!ft, hours each as-they returned
from their shifts tiri:',thd.factoffes. Tlreir homes
became fflthy beyond'description - aiill:lstill are.
The- Whites moved out-of the neighbourhood.
Could you blame theni?D : :"r''

.. Could.we, honesily? ':,.2, TRADE UNION
CONDUCT

Trade unionism has receivea a aisr;rtinbrtion-
ate share of public attentio-*increce"ntr:':iiieeks.
Firstly, there was the high11iftffi!1.i6iding:;to the
arrest, release and re:ar?€S,,qfi..tho.,jiftlitant
labour leader, Dr. Datta Samant;,.tdlhicrh...tLoueh
1 largely local affair, succeeded. "iirg Aawing
thunderous protests from the -IeftistliitdtiibtisFment both in and out of Bombay. ,,r ,i,flt::ll

Then came the controversial Ordinarrce em-
powering the Government to ban strikes in cer-
tain essential services, which had the 

-qataclysmic

effect of making many of our worthy eornrades
discover, almost overnig.ht, the virtues ,of,,.funda-
mental rightsl' and "civil litierties", hitherto ex-
clusive bourgeois concepts.

It is difhiult to resist the feeling in the cli-
mate of growing labour gangsterism, that the
governmental measures could not have come a
day too soon. And yet we have- the curious spec-
tacle of many in industry and. outside extol the
'cou_rage" and "firmness" of our puny politicians
for doing what is manifestly parCof iheir funda-
mental duty, nar9e,ly, protecting the ,life and
property of the gitizens.

In thts context, it is instructive to cast a
cursory glance at one of the most heart-warming
initiatives undertaken by our American friends
to tackle the growing menace of union
violence in the U.S. which, surprising
though it may seem to some of us in

11
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India, displays many characteristics in common
with our own brand of militancy. As the Nobel
laureate F. A. Hayek so accurately summed up
the situation :

"They (unions) have become uniquely privileg-
ed institutions to which the general'ruIes of l'aw do
not apply. They have become the only important
instance in which govefnments signally fail in
their primary function - the prevention of coer-
aion and volence."

Around early 1968, some thoughtful and
coneerned Americans organised themselves with
the objective of reaching and helping'those vic-
tims of forced unionism who had to otheryise
suffer in silence. Thus was born the 'National
Right to Work Legal Defense Foundation.

One more triumph for private initiative in
an area u'hich has been the closed preserve of
self-serving politicians for far too long.

3. HFALTH SERVICE
PROBLEMS

Those familiar with the *p"X, of 
:Nirad Chau-

dhuri wlll recall' the. exuberance' of thd writer:s
praise for socialised medicins inr England on his
first visit there nearly three decades back. "If
anything convinced m-e of the reality of tbe. Wpl-
fare State," wrote a starry-eyed .Nirad Babu. in

'his A Paspge to England, "it w"s the.National
Health Service." :

There was no dearth of support from public- ,"- *l""ntly, this colur.nnis! had occasion to 3sk
spirited citizens atl over ttre t-nitea siltJ" lii, Y::- cfiaudhuri whether, 3i!9-r ove1 i decade's

soon enough, the Foundation gathered;;&fi;J - 
:11{--i: Britain, he still held that view and his

umbrella a battery of expert, innovativJil;# IPJI ry?-s-3s- revealing-as-it was une-quivocal'

- 
,,dedicatbd men and women .,urr" U"i"ri;il: "Jhe .lNHS.has failed;" he s,aid, !'it .has;leen

i"g opp;;i"- o-Jorr and indifferent 
'3mpfoierc abused on the one hand and become inefficient

alt the way fro:n arbitration hearings ;;il"tt:il gn the other'" 
.

Supreme Courtr', and for good reason. Ni1$ w.ent o1 to cite the.. 
".T3npJ9,., 

oJ.his

It wasnit of course, an easy job. Court bias own 
^wife 

who suffers from arthritis. "'l: had her

*"r^p""fr"pr iii"-irost difficult i-puaiii"i ifrii g::t:1bv the NHS general practition€r,:ind she

Foundation t"*yem fr"a [o o"Lr"o-".*Ci"""iii] Y?: Ft"g to be crippled by over-drugging with

tude, by and large, of the judiciary to*"i"at'iit" :l*9::d medi0iries' She is much better now with
trade unions is best illustrated by th;';;";'d private treatment'"
of Supreme Court Justice Thurgo6d Marshall in Doubtless there is a lesso:r there for those of
one case: . us who are foolhardy enough to belieVe in the

,,Federal law gives unions licence to use i"- ,lgl_glistent virtues of a state-administered

temperate, 'abusive or insulting t"ttgu"gJ 1iit-ft "t , 
' !:llll -""re 

system' Even in the face of .mounting
fear of restraint o"-p""iiti ii it f,eriSrieJ'-;"d evidence as tp lhe gross inefficfency, mismanage-

rhetoric to be ari effective means to'ii"xi-itr Inettt, ripldistrilu$on-9f S9a.rce, .rqsouffes"_3'SS
nain*,, large-scale eorruption endemic in o.up publier/v'ru' health services, the clamour for more trlenrasive

Despite the obvious hardships, however, t]te governmental intervention persists, as is eviden-
Foundation:battled hard and, not surprisingly, ced by the publication of a recent report entitled
zucceeded in establishing a series of.usefuI legal Health for Alt An Alternative Strategy;
precedents in favour of thousands of workers all5;;il;G :","f,,?T$,i: ffi,#"6:ff;fi;lihtrJiR":::.1f,

fn one,lof its most spectacular courtroom vic- ind tire Indian Council of Social Science Sesearch,
tories earlier this year, it obtained a ruling aga- the document, predictab$ enorrgh, echoes thi
inst the po\rerful Communication Workers of seductive populist refrdiir while castigating the
America bn the issue of diversion of comprrlsory "consumerist, elite-oriented, Western model" of
union feeB -from employees for the union bosses' medicine r4rhich, we are told, is "outdated and
own speciil interests. The Foundation has also eounter-productive."' -

*lii'"frxH;?r"I"'H*""!u&'i":*"ii:t*ffiJf*li; ,h"ie""He;lflt{,n!"il#3iu "",lii,"s.d:'J"o$,unions' ' srnalt tinkerings or or"tt-*.iii* r"rit6;;-the ,

As one,ieading journal in Texab noted, "the learned authoG would require, amofig other
Foundation is performing a much-needed service things, its replacement by 'f". alternative
in a field whiCh few daied enter until recently. . moaet which integrates promotive, preventive
But a combination of topflight attorneyl; " 9:; and curative aspects and is community-based,
dication to a principle and the necessary financial _--- ,_-
aid which it has been able to attract il";;]; il people-oriented, economic, decdn'tralised, demo'

put the show on the road and keep it there." cratic and participatory."
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Centre for the lndependence
of J udges and Lawyers

The International Commission of Jurists has
formed at its headquarters in Geneva a Centre
for the Indbpendence of Judges and Lawyers
(crJL.)

The independ.ence of the legal profession ani
of the judiciiry are of primaiy iinportance for
maintenance of- the Rule'of f,aiv. Untortun'ately,
in an increasing number of countries, and on,qn
increasing scale] serious inroads havb-been m-ad9
into the - independence both of judges and -of
practising adv6cates - particularly those who
have been engaged in the defence of persons ac-
cused of political offences.

Advocates have been harassed, assaulted,
arrested, imprisoned, exiled and even assassina-
ted by ieaSn of carrying out their profession
with the courage and independence that is ex-
pected'of them. In some countries this has re-
sulted in a situation where it is 'virtually im-
possible for political prisoners to secure the ser-
vices of an experienced defencs lawyer.

The objects of the Centre are :-

- to collect reliable information from as

many countries as possible about

the legal guarantees for the indepe-ndence
of thJlegil profession and the judiciary;

any inroads which have been made into
their independence;

In a word, Utopian!

To be iure, there is much to be assailed in
private medieal'.prpgqige, todey.. The- costs. are

clearly to,o high; accessibility i3 restricted by and

large to the urban areas; s{4ndards ol.profes-
sional conduct are not exactly commendable;

ffnancial considerations lead often to abuse of.

elinical fieedom; and so on.

" But to assume that these ills can be wished

a*ay- by injecting a more powerful dose of

,statism 
is to.igriore the lessons of history.

' If the government is genuinely concerned

with translating into reality the slogan "Health
for Ail by 2000 A. D.", then it would do well to
diitpl'ay the same vigour in tidying up the chaotic

sytiem of. our public health facilities and in
remgving the nauseating stink of 'corruption,

instead' of indulging in mindless exercises of
dubious relevance.

K. S. VENKATESWARAN

(a)

(bl

(c)

- to distribute this information to judges

and lawyers and their organisations
; throughout the world;

to invite these organisations in appno'
priate cases to mafe representations tg
the authorities of the coui,'try concerned'

, or otherwise take such action as they see

fit to assist their colleagues.

The International Commission of Jurists'in-

"itur "ie""Jti""" 
-"tta 

ittainiduals to. co-operate
i"-ifrir ii"ju"t, "itft"" 
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COMMON CAUSE
PNOGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES

The urban middle classes in India need a
platform. "COMMON CAUSE" has prcvided it.

They have for long felt strongly about vari-
ous problenrs individually but could not raise
their voice collectively. COMMON CAUSE is
now their vehicle for ventilating their problems.

COMMON CAUSE is a voluntary organisa-
tion : ncn-political, non-sectarian and-nonlprofit.
The dedicated effort of sorire persons, and the en-
couraging support and help of a number of
others, has put it on the map. Within a few
months of its establishment it made a palpable
impact.

Membership of COMMON CAUSE is spread-
ing very satisfactorily and has reached out to
varicus parts of the country. Suggestion5 have
already started emanating for setting up Iocal
chapters of the organisation.

TAX BURDENS - The first task which
COMMON CAUSE togk up was the presentation
to the Government of India of an analysis of the
anomalies and problems of DIRECT TAXES,
namely INCOME TAX, WEALTH TAX, GIFT
TAX, CAPITAI GAINS TAX and ESTATE
DUTY. This was prior to the 1980 Budget. Dis-
cussions were held with representatives .of the
Government of India. Some of the suggestions
made by us found acceptancs in the 1980 Budget.
Likewise before the 1981 Budget a detailed Memo-
randum embodying concrete suggestions in rela-
tion to these Taxes was submitted to the Finance
Ministry. It is gratifying that quite a number of
recommendations made by us found their way ir
the Budget

ESTATE DUTY - On the middle classes
the Estate Duty imposition had become a night-
mare. Previously they were never bothered about
it, but the enormous escalation of property values
in recent years brought them within its n,et, amidst
the exemptlon limits which were embodied in
it tvi'o decades ago and which had now become
paltry by eqosion of the rupee value. This matter
was relentlbssly pursued by COMMON CAUSE,
and a Conference on the subject was organised.
We are happy that the Government has agreed
to amend the Act.

PROPERTY TAX - The anomalies and
problems of Property Tax, levied by the Delhi
Municipal Corporation and the New Delhi Muni-
cipal Committee, were highlighted by COMMON
CAUSE, particularly in the context of the Bill
which was introduced by the Government i.n
Parliament for effecting the amendment of the
relevant Municipal statutes for overcoming the
problems created by a recent judgement of the
Supreme Court. A Conference was organised at
Delhi. A Resolution was forwarded to the Gov-
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ernment of India. The matter has continued to
be further followed up through various organi-
sations.

PROBLEMS OF PENSIONERS - The ano-
malies and discriminations of civil and defence
pensioners of the Central Government, arising
from the application of varying Rules over the past
!9w years, were studied in depth by COMMON
CAUSE and the matter taken up witlr-the Govern-
ment of India for seeking rectification of the pro-
blems. A comprehensive paper was preparedlnd
forwarded to the Government. Deputations were
led by COMMON CAUSE to the Fiirance Minister,
Cabinet Secretary and the Finance Secretary.
Discussions were also held with the Chief of
Army Staff. Arising from an appeal issued
through the Press, COMMON CAUSE received
several thousand petitions from the pensioners,
addressed to the Prime Minister. These were sent
to the office of the Prime Minister as desired.
The problems of discriminations and anomalies
relating to pensions were taken to the Supreme
Court in a WRIT PETITION which was filed on
the initiative of COMMON CAUSE.

RENT CONTROL - Arising from compre-
hensive studies of the problems encountered bet-
ween the houseowners and tenants in the context
of the existing Rent Control legislation, a paper
was presented along with a draft Resolution to
the Conference organised at Delhi. This matter
is being further pursued.

OTHER SIJBJECTS - Action has, likewise,
been initiated on a number of other subjects
which are of interest to the middle classes, direct-
ly.as well as in collaboration with concerned
organisations. These include: HOUSING CON-
STRUCTION; CONVERSION OF 

-LEASE-HOLD

PLOTS INTO FREEHOLD; REGISTRATION OF
COMMERCIAL FLATS; -ELECTRIC SUPPLY
AND WATER SUPPLY; TELEPHONE SERVICE;
LOUDSPEAKER NIISANCE; POSTAL SER-
VICES, BANKING, etc.

MEMBERSHIP _ COMMON CAUSE needS
generous support of funds. The Income Tax De-
partment has already declared, as a special case,
that donations made to COMMON CAUSE will
be entitled to exemption under section 80-G of
the Income Tax Act.

Application Forms for Membership of indivi-
duals and organisations are available and will be
readily supplied. (In the cas€ of Membership of
individuals we prefer to receive subscription for
LIFE MEMBERSHIP, Rs. 100, instead of the
annual subscription of Rs. 10 which greatly adds
to the administrative costs and postage, etc.).

H. D. SHOURIE'
DIRECTOR.
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