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“I AM A REPENTANT SOCIALIST”

—ACHYUT PATWARDHAN

(We are privileged to carry an exclusive interview
with Achyut Patwardhan, the well-known freedom
fighter, by Sumant Bankeshwar)

Achyut Patwardhan: 1 would like to say a few words
before you ask me your questions. I retired from
politics long ago. I do not make good copy. I can-
not understand why Minoo has picked me up from
the dustbin of history and asked you to interview me.
I am a non-person now and my views do not carry
weight. Minoo has a strong sense of loyalty towards
his old friends. T stopped giving interviews to the
press long ago. However, out of my high regard for
Minoo, T have acceded to his request. Now carry on.
Sumant Bankeshwar: I am told that you were once
a confirmed Marxist. Will you please enlighten me
on your transition from Marxism to Gandhism?

AP: No, you are mistaken. I was never a Marxist.
I was not a Gandhian either. T was a reluctant Sc-
cialist. I was also a reluctant politician. T would
not like to be called even an ex-politician. I joined
the freedom movement because I then believed that
paradise would descend over our country once the
British quit and our poverty would disappear. I was
proved wrong. I then thought that only Socialism
could solve all our problems and drive out our pover-
ty. I was proved wrong here too. I have been thus
cheated twice and would not like to be cheated again.
I therefore would not like to worship at the shrine
of another false God.

I reluctantly continued to be a member of the Con-
gress Socialist Party at the annual session of the Indian
National Congress at Lahore. My socialist friends
asked me not to take Socialism seriously. They said
that it was just an answer to our Communists to show
that we were no less keen than they were about Soci-
alism and that Socialism was not the monopoly of
Marxists.

It is true that I believed in the socialisation of our

natural resources for the benefit of our people. I
also held the view that the allocation of natural re-
sources should be utilised in the larger interests of
our masses. Subsequently, we discovered many things
which went wrong in the Soviet Union.

I continue to believe that our natural resources
should be utilised for the benefit of our masses, but
this job should be entrusted to a Planning Commis-
sion of experts independent of the government. The
Planning Commission should be retrieved from the
octopus-hold of the government.

I had once preferred State Capitalism to Privaie
Capitalism. I did not then realise that state owner-
ship of all means of production had its own inherent
dangers. The state is after all run by a political
party. The interests of the state have now come to
mean the interests of the ruling party. To be more
precise, the interests of the ruling party just means
the interests of the ruling clique. The gangsters who
control the party create compelling situations for the
government.

The mere change in the pattern of ownership of
the means of production is not going to solve our
problems. Similarly the mere replacement of the
ruling party by another party is not going to solve
our problems either. The miserable performance of
all our state-run industries has completely disillusion-
ed me and made me reconsider my earlier views about
Socialism. It is in this context that I said the other
day that I was a repentant socialist.

As a socialist, I had propagated a number of half-
truths, although innocently, which did damage to our
national interests. I therefore owe an apology to our
people whom I had fooled by my innocent convictions.
This does not mean that I have discovered new merits
in private capitalism. I do not hold a devil’s brief for
the capitalist class in India or elsewhere.

SB: All the developed countries in the non-commu-
nist world have moved away from the disastrous path
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