


The Nuclear DeaI - A Calculated Risk
Will Accelerate Economic Growth

S. C. Sharma

fier the nuclear explosion by India in 1998, the
USA imposed sanctions against the transfer of
sensitive equipment and technology. Impressed

by lndia's progress in nuclear and allied fields and her
track record of non-proliferation, USA realized that it was

not possible to curtail India's nuclear activities and if USA
insisted on lndia scrapping its nuclear weapons, she will
be placing India at a serious disadvantage vrs a vrs China.
As it is, the nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT) had
become hopelessly out of date as it was not able to curtail,
check or even monitor the nuclear activities of a nurnber
of countries like China, Pakistan, India, Israel and lran.
By the Indo-US 123 Agreement, India will be able to get
nuclear material and reactors liom USA and other countries
rvithout signing the NPT, a concession which has not been
extended to any other country. The facility of imported
rnaterial, equiprnent and technology will be available only
tbr peaceful purposes. tndia will not use it for military
weapons. India has identified 8 out ol 22 reactors for
nrilitary use. India is free to use these 8 reactors for military
purposes. The remaining reactors rvill be subject to IAEA
inspection. lndia has been recognized as a de facto nuclear
power.

By this Agreement, the two countries are committed
to enlarge their strategic partnership to achieve their
national security objectives. India commits itself to combat
terrorism and the prolileration of Weapons of Mass
Destruction (WMD). India has the right to reprocess
nuclear fuel and can get high technology items like nuclear
reactors, radars and super-computers. For a sirnilar
agreement China, had to sign a written assurance of non-
proliferation.

Can the provisions of the Hyde Act cut off supplies
of nuclear fuel if India carries out a nuclear test? At present,

rve have voluntarily placed a moratorium on further tests.

It may become necessary in the future to meet a changed
security environment. Each party can terrninate the
agreement at one year's notice. A non-hindrance clause
protects India frorn a sudden cut off. By conserving our
own resources of nuclear material, we can continue our
civil and military programmers without any breakdorvn. lt
may be tirrther noted that the US Supreme Court has ruled
that ivhen a treaty and a legislative act are inconsistent,
the one enacted later will override the other.

The deal will pave the way for nuclear energv and
catapult the Indian economy into high growth. The existing
capacitl, of 130,000 MW including captive units is
inadequate for current needs as is evident from the power
cuts for domestic and industrial users. Through
indigenious efforts, nuclear energy has contributed only
370 of our energy against the planned 7%o. The global
average for nuclear powered electricity is I7% and in France
it is 80%.

Do we need nuclear energy? Today, r.vind energy
contributes about 5300 MW rvhile the potential is 45000
MW. Wind power sites are away from user location and
subject to seasonal variations. The transmission costs are

high beyond a certain distance. Solar energy has not rnade

much headway despite heavy governrnent subsidy. Solar
energy has the merit of being usefirl in the farrn sector in
isolated areas. The promise of liee porver in nrore than
one state rules out any private industry or farrrrers
venturing into it.

Hydroelectric porver is clean and we have a potential
of 45000 MW in the North-East. The human costs are high
as can be.seen from the oLrstees of Narmada and Ganga
projects. A cornnritnrent by the Governnrent can nritigate
the misery of those who are displaced. It is doubtful that
our bureaucratic process can be improved.

Thermal energy is a good choice. Coal stations can

be built in shorter time and India has large resources of
coal, though of low quality. Substantial investments are

required to increase coal output. The one major snag is
the pollution caused to the rvaterways and air. China is

setting up a large nurnber of coal fired power stations and
the rivers are black. 5000 miners have died in a year in
mine accidents in China. There have been frequent
demonstrations by the villagers. The situation must be

really bad ifsuch protests occur in a conrnrunist country.
There is a promise of clean coal technology. A study by
the UN shorvs that the adoption of some of the clean coal
energy technolo_ey may push up the cost of electricity
by 40 to 90 per cent. Our requirernents are large and rve

need to explore all energy sources, hydroelectric, coal and

nuclear, both uraniunr and thorium based. Nuclear energy
can contribute 20000 MW by 2020. The cost of nuclear
energy should be compared with the likely costs of clean
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coal energy plants and the projected high costs of
inrported gas and crude oil.

Do we need foreign reactors rvhen rve have reliable
indigenous technology? The fact is our own technology
uses sequential process and it cannot be accelerated.

Soarce:

,Yon-hindrance clause in Agreement 123 and inability to accelerate
indigenous nuclear programmes.- Dr Kakodkar's interviet', lndia

Today, 27 August 2007

[cononics of clean coal poter plunts und envtronntentai
degradation in China due to coal .fires planls - Article in The
Ciuardian, publislrcd rr Hindustan 'fimes, J/ August 2007

Agreement ll3 controls Hyde Act - Ram Jethamaiani, Hindustan
Times 28 Augusr

BRICADIER (RETD.) S. C. SHARMA, adviser in rhe
telecom industry and a frcelance writer,
f, mail: brigsccs@bom9.vsnl.net.in

It Will Pull India Backward
N. S. Venkataraman

fTlh" nuclear deal is being discussed as if it is only

I about lndo-Anterican relationship or the
t dependability of USA as a long term partner. The

rnore important issue is rvhether it is necessary to bind
India to international controls despite India's resources
and technological strength. Il India can do rvithout such
a long ternr nuclear deal then India should opt our of it.

We also need to keep in mind at this stage as to
what would be the level of investment required for buying
several fuel reprocessing reactors and other equipment
from abroad, the cost of acquiring technology, the
recurring cost ofinputs and the cost ofspare parts. Having
signed a binding agreement, lndia may not have much
roonr for negotiating the price. The cost ofnuclear porver
rnay ultinrately beconte unacceptably high creating serious
problems lor the overall national economv.

A careful examination of various aspects r.r'ould

clearly indicate that India can do without this nuclear deal

and would not suffer in its absence.

lndian Nuclear Porver Scenario

Irrdia's pou,er gcnerating capacity as on January
2007 rvas 1.28,435 iVlW conrprising hydrothemral (coal, gas

and oil based), nuclear and renervable sources.

Generating capacitv:

Secror Unir (tl.1l4/)

It can be seen from the above data that lndia's
nuclear power capacity represents only 3 percent of the
total power capacity in the country.

Even globally, nuclear porver contributes only abcul
l7 percent to the rvorld's electricity dernand.

If the target of the proposed nuclear deal was to
step up the share of nuclear power in lndia to as high as

l7oh in the next decade, it should be noted that equivalent
quantiry" of power can be generated even without resoning
to the nuclear deal , by exploiting altemate sources of power

that are potentially available to the country.

Enough Fuel for Nuclear Porver

For the production ofnuclear power, the fuel (fissile

rnaterial) required can be uranium-233 or uraniurn-235 or
Plutonium-239. Besides, there are other fissionable nraterial
which can be converted into fissile material, such as uraniun)-

238 (which generates Plutonium-239). The above fuel are

produced from natural uranium and at the present use rate,

there are 50 years worth of low cost known uranium
reserves rernaining in tlre country.

ln advanced countries, the fuel used in nuclear
porver plants is reprocessed, so that it can be reused that
rvould provide inexhaustible source of fuel for nuclear
poiver projects fbr all tirrre to come As of now India does

not have either the facility for reprocessing nor comrnercially
proven technology to set up reprocessing facilities.

At prcsent, Indian dernand for natural uraniunt is

540 tonnes per annum and the present production of
natural uraniunr in the country is only 280 tonnes pcr

annurn. As a result, nuclear power projects are currently
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operating at low capacity utilisation level, which is a matter
of concern.

To overcome the shortage of uraniurn, the
Department of Atomic Energy is working on plans to set
up nerv uranium processing plants in Banduhurang in
Singhbhum district of Jharkhand; Seripally in the Nalgonda
district and Tummalapalle in the Cudappah district of
Andhra Pradesh; Mawthabah in the West Khasi Hills
district of Meghalaya and at Chatrapur in the Ganjam
district of Orissa.

The Government of lndia has very reiently
approved the proposal for setting up a uraniunt mining
and processing plant at Tummalapally in Cudappah district
in Andhra Pradesh at a cost of Rs.l 106.29 crores. The
setting up of this nrine rvill meet the uranium fuel
requirement of the nuclear power programme. The mine
is likely to be commissioned within thirty months and the

processing plant in 36 months. The government of India
is also considering a proposal to set up a facility at
Paradeep in coastal Orissa to extract uranium from rvaste

material generated by two fertilizer units in the vicinitl,.

Therefore, it can be seen that lndia is unlikely to
run out of uranium for the next fifly years, even rvithout
the reprocessing facility to be acquired through the nuclear

deal.

Thorium as Alternate Fuel

lndia has large reserves ofthorium which is a source

of alternate nuclear fuel for power generation. Thoriurn
232 generates uranium 233 which can be used as fuel for
nuclear power.

India is on the verge of setting up the rvorld's first
adlanced Heavy Water Reactor, which uses thoriurn as

tuel. India has the design and technology to install a 300

MW thorium-based reactor immediately. This rvould be a
major technological achievement for the country , as thoriurn

based reactors would see the completion of lndia's nuclear

cycle. The Director of lndira Candhi Atomic Research

Centre, Kalpakkarn said recently that the project rvould

be taken up in the Eleventh Plan and would be completed

'uvithin seven years.

With the use of Thoriunr as fuel, India's dependence

on uranium wilI beconre considerably less and lndia can

confbrtably do rvithout the fuel reprocessing facility that

Manmohan Singh seeks to bring to India through the

nuclear deal.

Renewable sources of energy

All over the world , it is well accepted that renewable
energv is the best source of power in the future.

Wind porver is one of the most viable reneu,able
energy sources for power generation in lndia. India has

installed rvind porver capacity of 5340.6 MW and ranks
fourth in the world after Cerrnany, USA and Spain. As far
as wind resource potential is concerned, the wind energy
potential in lndia has been assessed at 45,000 MW,
assuming 3 percent land availability for setting up wind
farms.

India also has considerable hydroelectric power
potential still untapped. Very recently, new hydel porver
projects have been announced in Arunachal Pradesh to
produce 25000 MW that would be set up in the next eight
years. With the involvement of the private sector in the

hydroelectric power projects of Arunachal Pradesh, things

are nroving I'ast now and generation of 2710 MW of porver

by end of the Eleventh Plan is expected.

What rve need is pride and confidence

Recently, speaking at a function at the lndira Gandhi
Centre for Atonric Research at Kalpakkanr, Dr. Ceorges

Vendryes, Hon. Executive Vice President of the French

Atornic Commission said that India has unique expertise
in the nuclear power field and pointed out India's expertise

to handle the kind of fuel used in fast breeder reactors,

which producc rnore fissile material even as they use them.

When India and France parted ways after India's
nuclear test in 1974, lndia lost the supply of enriched
uraniurn from France and other countries. But, lndian

scientists overcame the constraints to a large extent by

developing technology to use mixed uranium and

plutonium carbide fuel. This speaks enormously about the

capability and confidence levels of the Indian scientists.

India and Indian scientists should not be reduced

to the level of mcre recipicnts of technology but provide

thern the opportunity to generate the technology
themselves and supply to other countries in the rvorld.

i\tR. N. S. \'ENKATARANI.\N is a Chcmical Engineer nnd
Director, Nandini Consultancy Centre Pvt. Ltd., Chennai.
He can be contacted al nsvenkat@nrd4.vsnl.net.in
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It is Good For India
T. S. Gopi Rethinaraj

he intense domestic debate since July 2005 on
various issues concerning the India-US nuclear deal

did help the Indian government in its negotiations.
But political shortsightedness and misplaced concems can

prevent the country from seizing the opportunity to end

the "nuclear apartheid" that it is a victim of. It is necessary

to realise that the single country exemption accorded to
India in the context of an international treaty is
unprecedented. Ratan Tata, the doyen oflndian industry
indicated in a recent television interview that the nuclear
deal "is in many ways the best possible thing that has

happened to India in a long while," adding, "the only
people happy to see this not happening are probably
Pakistan and China." So why the opposition to an initiative
regarded as a major foreign policy success?

Among the voices of opposition to the deal, the

communist hypocrisy stands out. From being long-time
opponents of India's nuclear weapons program, the
communists are now masquerading as bomb lovers and

ultra nationalists. Indian communists have been enthusiastic
supporters of Soviet and Chinese bombs as essential tools
for defeating imperialism, but have always viewed the Indian
bomb as threat to regional peace.

The current worry of the Left seems not really about

the nuclear deal but about other issues involved, especially

India's growing ties and strategic alliance with the United
States. Most Indian nervspapers have charged the Left
as serving as platform for promoting China's national
interest While it is very difficult to establish rvhether the
Indian communists are actually taking orders fiom Beijing
on this issue, their stance serves China's interest well.
Moreover, killing the deal within India will save the Chinese
government from huge embarrassment of being a dissenting
minority rvhen the issue comes up tbr discussion at the
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). With almost every major
player in the NSG cartel indicating support for the initiative,
the Chinese have been conspicuous by their official silence
on the issue since July 2005. Instead they have used tbeir
controlled rnedia to express their anti-lndia views and
rnindset.

So, despite the Left's claims that their position is

based on independent assessment they have eft'ectively

converted themselves as agents of Chinese interests. Also,
by exploiting Muslim discontent over U.S. policies in the

Middle East, the Left is reaching out to Islamists, giving
a communal colour to the nuclear deal. While the
communists' position and attitude is in keeping with their
political and ideological preferences, the shrill campaign

by the Bharatiya Janata Par1/ (BJP) will undo some of its
orvn foreign policy achievements. By pursuing
opportunistic politics on the nuclear deal issue, the BJP

is only helping the Left's cause for which it may pay a

dear electoral price. For a party struggling with identir_r*,

organizational and leadership crises, finding a common
cause with the United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government on the nuclear issue would have helped restore

its dented image. The BJP's argument that the deal
constrains nuclear testing sounds dishonest given that
the unilateral testing moratorium and rvillingness to commit
to fissile material cut-off was announced when it was in
power.

Others oppose the deal due to some genuine and

many misplaced concerns. lndividuals formerly associated

with the nuclear establishment have expressed concern

about how future US administrations will interpret and apply

their domestic laws including the Hyde Act. They argue

that India should have ironclad guarantees to prevent fuel

supply disruption in the event it conducts a test in future,
say 20-25 years from norv. However, this long time horizon

is irrelevant because it is very difficult to predict the

geopolitical landscape - and therefore the usefulness of
guarantees - so far into the f'uture. Indeed, it is India's
growing economic and political clout that is likely to help
weather the impact of testing.

Another criticisrn levelled against the government
is that the negotiations were conducted by a small coterie
chosen by the prime minister, and for most part, Parliament

and the public were kept in the dark. While this is true, it
is par for the course: fi'om Nehru to Vajpayee to Manmohan

Singh, nuclear policy making has always been conducted
in secrecy by a small clique in the prime minister's
secretariat. At least in the case of the current deal there
has been an extensive public debate in Parliament and the

cont'd on p. I 5
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Point Counter Point
Ashok Karnik

Every issue has at least two sides. A wise ntan studies both sides before coming to a conclusion.
This is an utlentpl to debule all sides .stt thut a consitlerecl opinion can be forntetl.

Ramsetu Again

I ) The Sangh Parivar has again raised the issue of the
Sethusamudram project. It has launched a nation wide
agitation against its implementation. It claims that the Ram

Setu (Adam's Bridge) was built 17 lakh years ago as

described in the Ramayana; that it is linked to lndia's
heritage and the Government has no right to damage it
for whatever reasons, economic or otherwise. Subramaniam
Srvamy has challenged the project in the Supreme Court.
The opponents also claim that the Setu protects the coast
from tsunami,. its destruction would cause ecological
damage, fishermen will be hit badly and the thoriurn deposits

on the coast would get depleted.

The seculor orthodoxy is bound lo bemoon lhe
governmenl's hosly exisl from the world ol non-believers
... lhe humonists will soy lhol o counlry's Low Minisler hos
no business lestitying thol the "existence ot Rom connol
be doubled ...

"Bul once ogoin, lhis lexlbook dogmo misses lhe pulse
ot lhe people ond pushes religion ond seculorism inlo
enemy posilions in o torced wor belween toilh ond
modernity. As o motler ol focl, lhe conflicl is on enlirely
monuloclured one. Mosl lndions believe lhol they ore
oble to be bolh religous ond rolionol, ond hoppily so."

- Borkho Dutl in lhe Hindustan lirnes, Seplember l5)

As a sidelight to the issue, let us see whom the Government sacrifices for ssubmitting such a damaging affidavit
in the Supreme Court. It is improbable that the ASI on its orvn prepared the document. Ambika Soni's Ministry and

the Law Ministry are certainly responsible for vetting any document filed in the Court.

"Kaobo1,s of RAW"

2) The book " Kaoboys of RAW - Down Memory Lane"
has stirred interest because laymen are keen to knorv the

cloak and dagger activities of intelligence agencies.
Curiosity is the all-important leeling. The book provides

titillating details of various developments, like India having

a mole in the Pak establishment in 197 I rvho provided Pak

Air Force's plans for a pre-ernptive aftack on Indian airfields

in the westem sector just before the Bangladesh r,var, West

German intelligence about the visit of LTTE bomb-rrraking

experts to Tamil Nadu prior to the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi, existence of a French mole in the PMO, CBI's slip-
shod investigation into the Bofors deal, etc. AII these are

salivating details, which rvould never have seen the li-s.ht

of the day rvithout exposure by an insider like B. Raman,

l) Sangh Parivar's opposition is based on a mixture of
scientific assertions and faith. Faith has no need to respond
to questions like Lord Rama's origin about l7 lakh years

when human civilization is itself traced back at the most
to 10000 years back; like why any army would build a 2-
l/2 km wide bridge, which is the width of Ram Setu?
Geologically, such sand bars are common between two
landmasses. The NASA pictures do not prove anything
except that a sandbar/bridge exists between India and

Srilanka. However, religious beliefs transcend science and
logic, and are not open to judicial interpretation.

The Archeological Survey of India while giving an

affidavit in the Supreme Court indicated that there is no

scientiflc evidence to prove that the Adam's Bridge is man-

made. Unfortunately, it went a step further and questioned

the historicity of Ramayana, a trap it should have avoided.

It is suicidal to attack people's faith that is based on
centuries ofcultural heritage. lt has given a handle to the

Sangh Parivar to take its agitation to a different emotional
level. The Government has had to backtrack and issue a

revised affidavit. All this was so avoidable! A cause may
be lost in the debate over the existence of Godl

2) The benefits of such exposes are indeed nrany but the

motive of the author needs to be clear: ls he trying to bring

about improvement in the functioning of intelligence
agencies? Has he magnified the trivial or attributed to
hinrself undeserving glory? Raman has a good reputation

and his bonafide need not be doubted. Even then there

is a possibility that bits of information that are presented

as vital may not be as crucial as made out. Examination
of such claims normally reveals that the secrets are not

as earth shaking as touted by the publishers ofthe books.

A rnore pertinent point is rvhether such disclosures should

be encouraged. What price is the Oath of Secrecy? An

officer of Raman's caliber may be able to avoid causing
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author ofthis book. lt can be argued that besides providing
interesting information, such books draw attention to the
flaws in our intelligence machinery, which the agencies
are prone to swcep under the carpet; such revelations
should force the agencies to become accountable.

(Please see pagel5 for a review of this book)

damage to the intelligence machinery by being very
selective but similar endeavors by lesser officials could
be disastrous. Not every one tempted by the disclosure
bug can be relied upon to be discrete.

3) Since the defeat of the Congress (l) in 1989, India is
faced with the problem of no party getting a clean majority.
Coalition politics is almost a given after any election since
then. Although not the most desirable situation, Coalition
Governments have served the purpose of having a

functional administration in place. There is merit in having
coalition govemments as political parties learn to live with
each other despite differences. ln a mature democracy, this
ensures comparatively trouble free governance and
avoidance of repeated, futile elections. As a working
arrangement, it is an acceptable alternative to political
chaos. Adherence to a Common Minirnum Programme can
prevent pulls in different directions.

Coalition Dharma

Celebrity Prosecution

3) Small parties inside or outside coalition governments
have rendered the governments ineffective. Governments
led by Charan Singh, V.P. Singh, Chandra Shekhar, Dev
Gowda and Gujral all fell due to the failure of the 'coalition
dharma'. NDA and UPA governments too have suffered
from the obstructionist policies of their allies. The
shenanigans of a Mamta Bannerjee, Jaylalita or the Left
parties make non-sense of the notion of governance. Is
coalition politics no longer a satisfactory answer? The
country is faced with this dilemma as the Left threarens
to pull the plug on the UPA Government over the lndo-
US nuclear deal. The crisis may be averted temporarily
but this kind oftightrope walk creates constant uncertainfv
which is not good for the country. The lesson is clear for
the people. Elect a government that is strong and stable.

-1) It is generally believed that the rich and the powerful
never get punished in this country. They manage to dely
the law. No politician has been so far convicted for
corruption despite dozens of cases pendin_e in courts for
years. Lalu Prasad Yadav and Jay,lalita are ever immune
from the law because of their political clout. For others,
either the police mess up their investigation so that cases

fail in courts or, even ifconvicted by lorver courts, appeals

in higher courts are kept pending so that the guilty do
not get punished. The legal system seerns to be ineff'ective
against the rich and the powerful.

4) The trend is possibly changing. After the outcry over
the rich getting the benefit ofthe legal system, a few cases

of celebrities being convicted of criminal offences have
been publicized. Unfortunately, instead of celebrating the

victory of larv over lucre, people are pleading on behalf
of the celebrities extolling their virtues. The relatives of
such convicts claim that they suffer because of the
celebrity bias; that there is a prejudice against the celebriry.
It is true that the media gives unfair publicity to involvement
ofcelebrities in such cases but once the courts give their
verdict, it is wrong to complain of bias. The cases of Sanjay

Dutt and Salman Khan make one wonder what the people

really want - immunity for their heroes or equal justice
for all?

Corruption in lndia

Will the continuring integration of lndia into the world economy diminish or exacerbate
graft? Ravi Ramamurti (Northeastern University - USA) looks at the issue. He argues: The para-
dox is that even though lnclia's faster growth in recent years is the result of fewer controls, most
managers would tell yor-r that corruption has increased,..The explanation is that faster growih
has created new choke points at which politicians and bureaucrats can extract payments...
Faster growth has also raiseci the economic cost to firms of delays in public approvals, giving
offlcials that much more'held-up'leverage over private investors.

From the 'Private Sector Development Blog' cited by Mint, September 3
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I. B. D'Souza R.r.P.

What Mattered to Him was Public Service

''A letter in The Tines oJ. lnditt ot
Sentember 7 2007) was titled "An Exceptional
Man". lt said some warrnly felt things about
m) father: "Visionary but practical,
runassuming but bold". and this final thought
- "his respect for subordinates was
exceptional." Late on September 9,a78-year-
old man rang our doorbell. It was U.V. Joshi,
the writer of that letter. He had walked the 2

kms from Bandra station, searching for our
home. He had come to remember, with us, my
father: J.B D'Souza, "JB" or "Bain" to those
rvlro kner.r' hinr. There's a measure of the
alTection Joshi had for JB."

Dilip D'Souza

At the funeral on September 2, trvo friends of JB

spoke about him to the gathering. One was the structural
engineer Shirish Patel, rvho rvorked with J.B.D'Souza on
the Nerv Bombay project in the early '70s. The other was

the .iorrrnalist Naresh Fernandes, editor of "Time Ottt
.\ lutn !, t i"

"l have knorvn Bain fbr not rnuch less than 50 years.

Looking back and thinking about all the conversations
ue had and the things he said to me, the one thing that
stands out is rvhat he said rvhen I joined CIDCO.

"He had just been appointed its Managing Director,
and had persuaded me to leave my practice and join CIDCO
in a position where I reported directly to him. On the day
rvhen I first joined he met me, shook my hand and said
'Welcome to public service'.

"lt doesn't sound like anything inuch, but therc
rvas something in the rvay he said it, something that gave

it an emotional charge. Because, for him, public service
rvas rvhat life was all about. Being a government servant
rvas almost incidental. What mattered rvas public service.

"He wasn't afraid of fighting with government. ln
the days of Prohibition, u'hen comnron citizens could get

a liquor permit, there rvas a rule that government servants
could not apply for such a permit. Bain filed a Writ Petition
challenging that; for which he got a punishment posting
to one of the nrore remote and backrvard districts of
l\laharashtra. He won that Petition, and civil servants, Iike
all other citizens, could apply fbr liquor perrnits. Fle liked
his evening drink, but the interesting thing is that rvhile
that Writ Petition rvas being fbught, and the rule that

(iovernnrent servants could not consulne
alcohol was in force, he did not take a drink.

"He had innumerable achievements in
his long career to his credit. But I never heard
him look back and reminisce or boast aboui
them. Till the end, he was always looking
firrward. He had been ill on and offfor a year
and a half, but only recently filed a Writ Petition

against the Anti-Corruption Bureau for not
taking action against MHADA officials rvho(1921-2007) 
rrnJ u."" named in a recent court judgement

- as having issued false certificates regarding
tertancl- rights.

Shirish Patel

"Over the years, evidence of the deep impression

Bain has left on our city - decades after he retired from
government - is still remarkably visible. Only recently, a

colleague reporting a story on the public transport system

carne back fiom an intervierv at the BEST offices mawelling
at horv the undertaking's employees were still talking about

the fine rvork Bain had done rvhen lte headed the
organisation.

"As I gre'rv to know the D'Souzas, I was struck by
horv Bain's commitment to public life placed as much
enrphasis on the second part ofthe phrase as on the first.
lle didn't treat the public as a large, laceless entity but
also recognised the humanity and individuality of life -
and he never failed to acknorvledge the frailty and
quirkiness of what it is to be human.

"A ferv months ago, when the Bandra police were

arresting courting couples at the Bandstand, Bain sent

me a note pointing out that the police rvere merely
indulging in blackmail. "Which one of us hasn't had a

stightly errbarrassing relationship we'd rather have kept
hidden?" he rvrote, nraking me chuckle at the very unlikely
image of Bain's lanky frame being hauled arvay by the
police and led into a Black Maria.

"Along rvith his recognition of what it is to be

hunran rvas his suspicion of pomposity. Bain is the only
person I know rvho so abhorred fornrality that even his

children and grandchildren called him by his first name.

In his mernoir,'No Trumpels anct Bugle: Recollections of
an Unrepcntttnt Babu ', he tells of an official dinner at

Murli Deora's home in 1977 rvhen Jonas Salk came to
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Hot Air Balloons from the Red Fort
Sharad Joshi

Dr. Manmohan Singh now Prime Minister, speaking from the ramparts of the Red
Fort on 15 August 2007, appeared to be retracing his steps back to Nehruvian precepts

The Rural Perspective

Dr. Manmohan Singh, in his incarnation as finance minister
under Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao led the 'U'tum away from
the Nehruvian era of licence-permit- quota Raj and began

the process of economic reforms in the direction of
liberalization and globalization.

Dr. Manmohan Singh now Prime Minister, speaking

from the ramparts of the Red Fort on 15 August 2007,
appeared to be retracing his steps back to Nehruvian
precepts:

1 Industry as the vanguard of development,

i Priority to urban developrn€nt.

o Priority to institutions
of higher education.

As the multi-
coloured balloons
soared towards the
clouds at the end ofthe
Prime Minister's address;

a Minister of State asked

me: "What did you think
ofthe speech?" I turned

my index finger in the

direction of the balloons
and replied: "So much
hot air!"

agricultural credit and the stale package ofRs.25,000 crores
announced two months back. That impressed no one. A
committee of the Congress party as also a working group
in the Prime Minister's Office after studying the impact
ofthe various agricultural packages found that they have
just disappeared into thin air. The farmers in the field knew
that as usual, the money went where it was designed to
go - the bureaucratic, the cooperative and the political
pipelines that are being refurbished in preparation for the
General Elections of 2009.

The Prime Minister offered concrete sops to the
weaker sections, the
handicapped and even

the invalid, but had
nothing to offer to the

able-bodied hard-
working farmers who
made India self-sufficient
in food in spite of the
government.

It is remarkable
that one of the more
prominent Marathi dailies
has editorially compared
Dr. Manmohan Singh
with Prime Minister

During times of crises, the media talks of damage

control. The Prime Minister's address from the Red Fort
rvas preceded by damage provocation in the media. There

were rumours in the press that the Prime Minister, after
having put the Left in their place on the Nuclear treaty,

was now going to tum full attention towards sectors where

the UPA performance was lacklustre. The Prime Minister,
it was a rumoured, would deliver an equally historic package

to resolve the agricultural stalernate once for all.

Had it not been for these high expectations floated

by the media, the Prime Minister's address from the

ramparts olthe Red Fort rvould have passed offunnoticed
as an exercise in mediocrity. Of course, there was a reference

to the National Rural Employrnent Guarantee Scheme, the

"Bharat Nirman" facelift exercise, the doubling of

Jawaharlal Nehru on scores of clean image, integrity and

mannerism that represent the best combination of the

Indian tradition and western upbringing. One can only
say that there was no Italian accent in Nehru's Hindi, no
combining of separate consonants and no splitting of the
joint consonants so characteristic ofa Punjabi. There was

none of the lyrical and poetic quality of either Nehru's
speeches nor the spirit with which Nehru used to energize
people. It was a typical bureaucrat's report - steeped in

monotonous insipidity. Of Nehru's brilliance, there was

none. On the other hand, the speech was replete with some

of the ideas for which Nehru became infamous - the

economic blunders of the Nehruvian epoch.

Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation who
anointed Nehru as his political heir was, essentially, an

anarchist who rvas very skeptical about the worthwhileness
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of the institution of government and attached the highest
imponance to the right of the individual to decide his own
destiny.

Agriculture, for Mahatma Gandhi, was the
centerpiece of all development. For Nehru, agriculture was

an unfortunate reality he could not ignore. It was the source

of manpower, wage goods and raw material that were
necessary for industrial development that was so dear to
his heart. It was industrial development that rvas supposed
to trigger agricultural prosperity.

For the Mahatma again, the village was the
centerpiece in his economic plans, not the towns. The

education ofthe children from villages was so dear to him
that he designed a whole system of "basic education"
tbr the purpose; Nehruvians had a penchant for institutions
of higher education leaving the village primary schools
to be without blackboards, teachers and even students.

Dr. Manmohan Singh, in his present incarnation
as a Prime minister under Sonia Gandhi, is putting the cart

before the horse. For him, industrial development is the
nrain vehicle that will provide employment to the surplus
population in agriculture; a solution to the problem of
larmers' penury that drives them to commit suicide: these

farmers should have a supplementary income not from land

but from non-agricultural jobs and occupations.

Again, for Dr. Manmohan Singh, industrial
development is mainly an urban phenomenon and not
something that takes place in the countryside on the basis
of the agricultural surplus generated there. The Japanese

model has no relevance for the learned Dr. Singh. The

Japanese government followed policies of deliberately
hiked agricultural prices that generated the primary capital

that gave birth to small-scale industries, which blossomed

into the giant industrial houses today. In Nehruvian
economics, the surplus from agriculture has to be taken

away to urban centers, rvhich are the cradle of industry.
The farmers will benefit from the secondary effects of
industrial prosperity. The villagers cannot sustain any

worthwhile lifestyle. The entire infrastructure of roads,
power, electricity, education and health had to be provided

to them by the government. Improving the rural
infrastructure is a good hobbyhorse; on the other hand,
providing modern infrastructure to the cities is an

instrument of industrial development as also
accornmodating displaced farmers coming to the cities.

Converting Mumbai into Shanghai and providing modern

infrastructure in the lesser towtrs form the core of
development plans in the UPA era.

Dr. Manmohan Singh also reeled out impressive

figures of new IITs, ITIs, llMs, Universities and all that
the government has plans to establish.

The Prime Minister did give the farmers that get

displaced by various projects of industrial development
a promise of satisfactory rehabilitation. FIe did not spell
out any scheme in detail for the purpose. Obviously, in

the learned doctor's mind industrial development must

necessarily result in the displacement of agricultural
population not only from the vocation but also from their
traditional habitats.

lVlR. SHARAD JOSHI MP, Founder, Shetkari Sanghatana
and president, Swalantra Bharat Party. Email:
sharad.mah@nic.in.

Liberal Budget 2008-2009

"After producing four Liberal Budgets for the
years 2OO4/05, 2005/06, 2006/01 and 2007/08
the Project for Economic Education and the
lNornN LrarnRL Gnoup have announced there will
be no Liberal Budget for 2008-2009.|n a joint
statement the two organisations have informed
us that they hope to be back with one for
2009/10. The reasons are both intellectualand
material. The Drafting Group is of the view that
there is need to assess the impact of the Liberal
critique and the recommendations made in
the four Liberal Budgets, on government policy,
in terms of what has been done so far and
what remains to be done. Whether there is

need for a change in strategy and approach.
lf so what. This is the intellectual part. The
material part is financial stringency. The
organisations' funds are virtually exhausted and
we do not believe in fiscal indulgencel

The Drafting Group is convinced that the
Liberal Budget exercise must continue and has
decided to take advantage of the situation
to take a strategic pause for the reasons
mentioned above. At the same time they have
decided to prepare a detailed note examining
the four Liberal Budgets released so far, their
strengths and weaknesses and to what extent
there is either divergence or convergence in
government's economic policy. This will be
published as a supplement in the December
issue of Freedom First.

Meanwhile'Be with us.We lvill return soon'says
the statement."
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Cornucopia
Firoze Hirjikaka

Equal ]ustice for All?

In Indis, the concept of equal justice for sll is so ludicrous as to be pathetic.

A number of people are expressing smug
satisfaction at the recent stiffjail sentences handed down
to Sanjay Dutt and Salman Khan. Platitudes like "this
proves that even the rich and famous do not escapejustice"
(one of the more ridiculous untruths that occasionally gain
currency) are flying thick and fast. These idealists need
to get over their euphoria and look at the hard facts. ln
India, the concept of equal justice for all is so ludicrous
as to be pathetic.

Let us consider dispassionately the 'heinous' crimes
committed by the two actors. The first conclusion drarvn
is that neither ofthem had any truly evil intent. For sure,
it rvas wrong - and somewhat foolish - for Dutt to procure
and keep automatic rifles at his home, but I very rnuch
doubt that he did it rvith the purpose of inflicting terror
and mayhem on innocent bystanders. True, he may have
been deluded, by the prevailing atmosphere at that time,
but the overriding consideration would have been the
ability to procure an AK 47; a licence denied to most of
his fellow citizens. lt would also be in keeping with the
macho image his screen persona had cultivated. The reality
is that not once were the weapons fired in anger, nor anyone

harmed.

Salman Khan was also, perhaps, a victinr of the hype

created around him by his adoring fans. Hunting was a

sport cherished by our erstwhile maharajas; and he had

the means to indulge in it. lt is a moot point whether he

even knew that his action was against the law. And as

for consequences, what was the life of a few animals -
even if they were on the endangered list - in a land where
human life is absurdly cheap; and where thousands die

every year as a result of starvation and violence; among

a plethora of causes?

It rvould, perhaps, be unfair to impugn any ulterior
rnotives to the honourable justices who handed down the

sentences, but one cannot help feeling that there was a

certain amount ofgrandstanding involved. The accused,

Ihe Left parties have made a big issue of lndia's foreign policy autonomy in the debate on the nuclear
agreement with the uS. They will soon have to come to terms with the realtty that while the us is seekinq
a revision of the global nuclear order to accommodate lndia, Beqing has come in the way.

Professor S. Rajaratnam. School of lnternational Studies, Singapore in lhe lndian Express, July :11

after all, are national icons and thejudges were probably
anxious to show their peers - and the general public -
that they were not overawed by the Bollywood star status
of the individuals they were passing judgment on. Their
zeal may have led to a degree of over-compensation.

Don't get me wrong. I am not an advocate for either
of the actors - and who am I to judge if the sentences
are fair or not? I would even applaud thejudges ifl could
be convinced that the concept ofequal justice for alI was
prevalent in this country.

But is it? What about the rnultitudes of crimes
perpetrated by our public officials on a routine basis -
crimes that result in untold hardship, even death - to
tlurusands of our citizens? What happens to those who
pocket the relief money intended for victims of natural
and man-made disasters; often forcing the deprived
recipients to starve or commit suicide? What happens to
the food adulierers who condemn thousands ofinnocents
to years of medical complications? What happens to those
politicians who regularly loot our tax rupees for their own
selfish ends - or those who saddle many parts of the
country with an incompetent and corrupt police force,
because postings are determined not on the basis of
qualification for the job, but how large a bribe is paid?

The answer, in trvo words, is not much. Yes, once
in a while, some get caught and - mainly due to adverse
publicity in the media - suspensions and transfers are

announced, accompanied by totally insincere moralizing
by the powers that be. But that is where the matter ends.

Very few of the culprits ever see the inside of a jail cell;
and most are quietly reinstated in their former positions

after public memory fades.

This, then, is the true measure of justice in India

- and so it will remain. What hope is there, rvhen our law-

makers are themselves the law-breakers? So feel good for
a time. Trust me, it won't last.
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A Powerless Powerhouse
The recent news report about the arrest ofsuspected

terrorist mastermind, Abu Hamza, in Bangladesh is

encouraging news. However, if past experience is anything
to go by, any celebrations by our law-enforcing and

intelligence agencies would be premature indeed. [t is no

secret that Bangladesh has scant love lost for its giant

neighbour to the West; and there is likely to be an

insurmountable divide between Hamza's arrest and his

extradition to India. The recently notorious headless-

chicken syndrome comes to mind.

The dichotomy here is that there should not be.

Forget the lamentable fact that Bangladesh has displayed

little gratitude to the nation that helped it come into being.

In every sphere - economic, military and geopolitical -
India is miles ahead of its eastern neighbour. A quiet word

- and an implied message - in the right ears of the

Bangladesh powers-that-be should be sufficient Jqensure
that Hamza is promptly dispatched to India. The faqade

of a formal extradition treaty is inelevant here. Do you

think the United Stated bothered about extradition treaties

when it was transporting terror suspects across national

borders to Guantanamo? The whole point of being a
powerhouse - as India claims to be - is that you are in a
position to use your clout when the occasion demands

it. Diplomatic niceties have no role to play in affairs of
realpolitik. They are a luxury India cannot afford -
particularly when it has been the second largest victim
of terrorist attacks in the world.

There is a time and a place for principles and for
Gandhigiri. For sure, they produce a warm, fuzzy
sensation within our hearts. But the time is not now -
not when terrorist attacks are being routinely being
perpetrated on us, with near impunity. There is not much

point in our country being a powerhouse, if it is almost

embarrassed to use its power. Will we ever learn?

The Fundomenlolists' Assoult on Toslimo Nosreen

Dr. N. lnnoioh is seen in this piclure resisling lhe ossqull on Toslimq Nosreen.

Though lhis picture hos been sploshed in mony popers ond lournols but in none
ol them (ot leoslthose I reod) wos his nome menlioned in lhe coplion. Dt lnnoioh
deserves the opplouse ol oll tteedom lovets lot his'couroge nol only in defending
Toslimo Nosreen but the couroge in inviting her to Hyderobod fq lhe book re-

leose function. He hos been o long time lriend ond supporter ol Freedom First.

We requesled him for o briel report ol the incidenl' Ihis is his report:

"Ihe Cenier for lnquiry lndio published lwo books ond inviled Toslimo

Nosreen lo Hyderobod lo leleose the Telugu versions ol the lwo books M/d
Swons by Jung Chong (bonned in Chino) ond Shodh, by loslimo Nosreen

(bonned in Bonglodesh). lhey were lronsloted into Telugu by Ms. Venigollo Komolo, dhector of CFI lndio' the teleose

lunction wos held on 9 Seplember ol lhe Press Club, Hyderobod. Mr. M. Nogesworoloo, principol Eenodu Journolism

School presided over lhe tunclion..

lhe honslotor Ms Komolo nonoled how the conlents of lhe books inlluenced her. ln her brief speech Toslimo

slressed the need lo implemenl equol rights for women os envisoged in lhe UN Declorolion on Humon Rights' She

expressed her desire lo sloy in lndio os she felt ot home wilh Bengoli cullure ond longuqge. HeI opprooch lo lhe freedom

of women cut ocross oll religions

Ihe whole funclion wos completed in on hour . lt wos o low profile lunclion wilhoul much publicity open lo invilees

ond ihe press. Somehow lhe news reoched some muslim lundomenlqlisls ond lhree Mojlis legislotors ol lhe Andhro
piqdesh Assembly gotecroshed with iheir ormed security guords ond 25 rowdy followers. lhey invoded lhe stoge toised

ugly slogons, obuseA Toslimo ond threw flower voses ond books ol het lhey lhreolened lo kill her ond sol ol lhe doot lor

tew mintrles. lhey then broke window pones lhrew choirs ond creoled pondemonium. ln lhe scutlle Dr. lnnoioh ond o
press phologropher were iniured.

lhe police onived otter holl on hour ond orresled lhe fundomentolisls, presenled lhem in courl ond releosed them

on boil. Ihese included Akboruddin Owosi, leoder ot the Mojlis who declored lo lhe medio lhot lhey would like to kill

Toslimo wilhoul tegtels.

lou con visil Dl' lnnoioh's websile ot hllp://innoiohn'lripod'com
svR
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Book Review

THE KAOBOYS of R&AW: DOWN IVIEI\IORY LANE by B. Ilaman o Published by Lancer
Publishers & Distributors,2142 (B) Sarvaprit,a Vihar, Nerv Delhi ll00l6 . Year of Publica-
tion: 2007 I Pages: 30.1 1 l)rice: I{s.795

Revierved by Nlr. A. V. Karnik, fornrcrly'Deputl' Director, lntelligence Bureau, Government of
India.

A book on lndia's external
intelligence agency is unconrrnon

and raises expectations. Rarrian has

rvritten it in a fluid, narrative style,
verv uncourlon for civil servants.

'l-he bock has its strengths and u'eaknesses. It is obvious
that Ranran is authoritative about events he rvas connected
with and slides over matters he rvas not directly involved
rvith but could not avoid including in the book because

of their importance. Raman's revelations lrelp remove the

persrstent doubts that our intelligence services are useiess;

lailure olintelligence is a common cry of anguish rvhenever

something goes wrong in the countr1,. Rarnan gives
glirlpses of a t'erv things done right by an intelligence
agency. Whether such erpose are to be rvelcomed is a

matter of debate.

The book has to face two criteria: Credibility and

the syndrome of self-centrality. There are always doubts
if all that is claimed is true because there is no other proof
available. Secondly, all biographical authors believe that
the world revolved around events unfolded by them.
Raman's credibility is not in doubt. lt is the second aspect

that can be examined as we progress through his versions
of irnportant events.

Ranran ernphasises the crucial role played by the
people ofthe then East Pakistan in their liberation struggle;
Indira Gandhi, the Indian amry and the R&AW played a

secondary, complementary role. Thanks. Mr. Rarnan, for
keeping the record straight after Rahul Gandhi's diplomatic
lhux pa.s in clairning credit for the Gandhi family' in the
liberation of Bangladesh! Even then Raman claims that
R&AW came in for all praise in the international intelligence
cornrnunity for its achievements in Bangladesh. R&AW
officers then came to be known as Kaoboys, so named
after the founder of R&AW, RN Kao. Whether R&AW
played a seminal role in Bangladesh is open to question,
particularly by army officers.

A sensational disclosure made by Raman is that
R&AW had a mole in General Yahya Khan's office who
qave information about Pak Air Force's plans for a pre-
ernptive strike oll Western Indian airfields in
November-Decembcr 197 l. Many defence expeds question

this claim on the grounds that the rnole, if he existed, had
failed to give information on many more important
developnrents. The objection is not valid since a source
does not necessarily have access to all information.
Considering that Pakistan was a countrl, split down the
middle then, it is quite possible that a disaffected person
opted to lrelp India in the battle for Bangladesh's liberation.
Intelligence rvas pouring in from all over East Pakistan.

Whether R&AW's input turned out to be vital for the

lndian Air Force has not been commented upon by any
IAF source. Since there is so little archival material available
in the country for research, the inpact of such intelligence
is difficult to assess. However, R&AW needs to be

congratulated over the intelligence coup.

Rarnan's explanation for the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan is rather feeble. The Soviet Union is supposed

to have acted in self-defence to protect its underbelly from
US designs and it was hoped that the occupation would
be short-lived. One rvonders if Indira Gandhi's lukewarm
response to the Soviet invasion was based on R&AW's
above assessment or vice versa. The book leaves the
impression that a lot remains to be stated. For example, it
is alleged that IB and R&AW officers advised and guided
Rajiv Gandhi in covering up the trail of the Bofors deal
although Rajiv Gandhi had done nothing that needed
covering up. How should such politically oriented activities
of intelligence organisations be stopped is a question that
remains unanswered. Similarly, there is no comment on
whether formation of R&AW by bifurcating IB has
produced desired results; or has it ended up as an empire
building exercise by rival intelligence bosses?

Interestingly, Raman reveals the amoral nature of
intelligence rvork. While the CIA was assisting R&AW
against China, it was aiding Pakistan against India to
ensure that there was no further division of Pakistan;
R&AW was getting some cooperation from the French
SDECE but it did not prevent the French from running a

mole in India's PMO; R&AW was working with the Soviet
KGB and the Afghan KHAD and at the same time it had
links rvith the Israeli Mossad. R&AW had a liaison with
the Chinese MSS (Ministry of State Security) too. In
intelligence work there are no marriages between agencies

cont'd. on p. I 5
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The Sethusamudram Channel Project ftont'cl.Ji'omp t)

for the Indonesian tsunarnis to funnel energy into the
channel. On the other hand it is possible to realign the

channel rvithout cutting through Rarrr Sethu.

The rocks belorv Raur Sethu are really ve11, hard.

Tlrerefore the pro.iect managers decided to blast the rocks.

l'his rvill destrol,the area's fragile ecologv. It is to pre-

vent this blasting rvith explosives that Dr. Subranraninn

Srvamy filed a rvrit petition in the Suprerne Court. And it
is in response to this rvrit that the State filed its stupid
affidavit rvhich hurt religious beliefs and provided a handle

for Hindutva organisations and parties to make political

capital.

At the time of going to press the State has filed
lrcsh affidavits and has asked the Supreme Courl l'or three

months "to re-exarnine the entire nlatter."

Will the project result in ecotrotnic prosperitl, for
those living in the coastal areas ofthe lndian peninsula?

Ask the fisherman and they rvill sirrrply laugh it offl. With
the cost escalating fi'onr 2600 crores to 3,500 croles it is.

however, no laughing rnatter for our politicians!

This brief suntntarT,is based on an excelletrt picc'e

of investigative journali.srr b.y Mint correspondent
Priyanka P. Narain. l-or the fitll report visit
w,u,w. I iv ent i nl. c o nr/ s e I Ltup roj e ct. H i gh ly re c o n m e n d e d.

f. B. D'SouzaR.I.P. (cont'd. from p.9)

Bombay. Because the seating arrangerneltts rveren't strictly
according to protocol, a state rninister got stuck at the

end of the table, arvay from the guest of honottr. He threw
a tantrum and barely touched the food, blaming Bain for
the mix-up. But Bain bore the minister's cornplaints in his

usual, sanguine way and recalled horv Churchill had dealt
with a similar situation. 'Arrange them as you think proper.'

Churchill had said: Those who tnatter rvon't tnind, and

those who mind won't matter.'

"As u'e recall Bain's renrarkable, jo),ous life today,

that's the nlessage I'll renrentber with a sntilc: that rve

slrould keep our siglrts on rvhat's iurportarrt, but
acknorvledge human conrplexity - and laugh it ofL"

Naresh Fcrnandcs

We at Freedon Fir,st were in awe of hirn. Used to

firing our guns at a largely corrupt bureaucracy,
J.B.D'Souza represented our role model of a Bureaucrat
who not only did not ask "What's in it for rne" but asked

instead "What can I do for you?" The first time I heard

of J.B.D'Souza was in 1976 during height of the bogus
'Ernergency'. Minoo Masani phoned to tell me that he

had a message from Bain D'Souza then Maharashtra Chief
Secretary, advising Masani to put his affairs in order as

he was on the list of politicians to be arrested. A ferv rveeks

later Bain D'Souza inforrned him that his nalne had been

taken offthe list.

We at Freedortt Firs!,join his rvife Neela, their sott

Dilip and the other rnembers of his farnily in this their hour

of grief. He rvas a great civil servant, more than that he

was a great human being. We salute his nleltlor).

S. \'. Raiu

The Reservation Conundrum in Educatron

On June 10, 2006, J. B. D'Souza participated in a Seminar organised by

Freedom Firsl on Reservations. This is an extract from his speech.

Government policies are increasingly being based

on vote-catching slogans like Karunanidhi's in Chennai,

rvhere he is promising TV sets to everybody. or they are

based on one-upmanship as in Arjun Singh's case; or they

are based on a hasty fall back as in the case of increasing

the nurnber of seats. Can rve increase the seats in att

educational institution just by a governllent fiat? Can you

suddenly in 2007 or 2008 increase the nurnber of seats in

the IlTs and the IIMs? Consider the lirnits that there are

on increasing. classes that have to be held, Can you design

programmes before you have recruited the faculty? If you

don't get the faculty, how will 1'ou design the programtrres?

Can you set up the laboratories and libraries for these

extra students suddenly? So increasing the number olseats

by nutnbers is by, no neans a solution. You will find that

quality will suffer. or you will .iust not have the classes

going.
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The Nuclear Deal - A Calculated Risk (cont'd' from p'5)

rrredirr rr'ith the qovernntent periodicalll'' respondin-e to

rarioLrs doubts and concerns.

Unlike the United States, the Indian executive has

thc prcrogativc fbr negotiating and signing treaties with

tirreigrr governntents rvithout having to obtain Parliament's

approval. TIris is the constitLrtional position in India.

Perhaps after sceing lrou' the process rvas handled in

Anrerica (rvith the cxecutive going through the Senate and

flousc approvals systetrtatically) tlre political class has

srrddenlv rloken up to the fact that the constitLltion and

historical precedent gives enomrotls powers to the Executive

rvithout legislative oversight, restrlting in creating an

irrrpression that the lndian Parlianlent was inferior to the

US Congress. Fixing this difference rvill rcquire a

constitutional overhattl in India. *'hich is a diff'erent ntatter

altogether.

The core oI the debate is nuclear testing as there

are uranv uncertainties surrounding the question. Deal or

ncr deal. thcre rvill be consequences - as in 1974 and 1998

- if India rvere to conduct tests unilaterally. Testing would

be verv irnprudent because the costs ofeconontic sanctions

rvill be relatively higher now than in 1998. There is no strong

donrestic constituency for testing, as citizens are arvare

of India's nuclear power status after Pokhran-ll in | 998.

Moreover, the Indian business courmunity is unlikely to
be enthusiastic about testing and its consequences at a

tirle uhen it is globalizing its interests and looking fbrward
to the renloval oftechnologv sanctions. Renroval ofdual
usc sanctions and bettertrrerrt ol lndia-US relations is not
just about the nuclear sector alone, btrt about technology

acccss to building knorvledge industries and high valtre

added products as the country positions itself as a kcy

player in the knorvledge cconomy. Neither political nor

economic conditions are conducive for renewed testing.

India rvill find it very difficult to overcome its own

tesling nroratorium - at least for the next l0 years - barring

extraordinary geopolitical or security developments. So,

given the prospects of India conducting a test before a

Chinese or a Pakistarti one are rather remote in the

tbreseeable future , this shotrld not be a cause for killing
the' deal that has other benefits. lt is quite possible to

rnaintain strategic deterrence rvithout testing - by refining
the non-nuclear components and delivery systems till a

favourable clirnate elnerges lor reneu'ed testing.

The circurnstances rvould be very different if India
responds to a Chinese or a Pakistani nuclear test. It would

be politically unrealistic for the United States to lorver the

boorn on India as a response. But it is also unrealistic to

expect the US to accept this in advance. An American
expert summarised to this author the dilemrna from U.S.

point of view thus: "The difficulty here is that it is not

politically practical, either domestically or internationally,
for the United States to forrnally codifo a position that it
will look thc other rvay [if lndia] responds to rather than

initiates nuclear explosives testing."

MR. T. S. GOPI RETIIINARAJ is Assistant Professor at the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policl', National Univcrsity
of Singapore.

By rrrangement vilh Pruguti: The lndi:rn Naii0nal Interest
Revierv. \l'ebsite:hllp;//rvn n.nationlI intelest.in/pra gati

Book Review (cont'.d from p.13)

but brie f atTairs rvhen it suits both parties. Raman extols
the achievements of R&AW in establishing rapport with
various international intelligence agencies. This is an
incidental function of an intelligence agency, not its major
responsibility'. On that score, Raman candidly admits that
R&AW is good at analysis and not at prevention; it is
good in TECHINT (Technical Intelligence) and not in
HUMINT (Human Intelligence). What should be done to
inrprove its lunctioning is a question that persists.

The book is controversial because it has revealed
the working of R&AW that was under wraps so far. The
authorities ma1, frown upon this 'sacrilege'. Raman might
be careful enough not to divulge anything that may damage
the operational interests of R&AW but lesser officials
ternpted to repeat this exercise rnight not be so careful
and rve mav soon be inundated rvith books exposine

intelligence operations, with the lofty aim of improving
the intelligence functioning. Instead of facing such an

uncontrolled exhibitionism, the Govemment should concede

that intelligence agencies must be rnade accountable. It
would be better ilthese were put under the scanner ofa
Parliamentary Oversight Committee or intra-department
review system as suggested by Raman.

The book is good reading for the layman. It reveals
four cases of penetration by the CIA of the Indian
intelligence establishment and one case ofpenetration of
the PMO by the French. These were well publicized when
these were detected but the book puts them in a perspective.
That is sensational enough for the publicists and curious
readers. Discerning readers rnight have more pertinent
questions not easy to answer.

Freedom First September 20O7 15



Much has been talked and written about the Indo-

US Nuclear Deal. Despite this, a number of extraneous

issues not quite pertinent to the Deal have clouded the

public debate. The communists have been doing all they

can to ensure that the Deal is delayed if not scuttled -to
suit Communist Chinese interests. Our readers rvill find

the three articles (including that ofa genuine dissenter)

analyse the issues involved - in layman's language - to

get a clearer picture.

There's a nerv daily on the block. The l'y'inl is very

readable and informative even to the average reader who

R.No. I 398 I /57, MFVM RJSouth'2sg 1200'l -09

Posred ar Parrika Channel Sorting Office, Mumbai 400 001 on 29th-3Oth of every month

is not an econotnist or interested in flnance and related

subjects. Some oftheir features are unusual in ajournal

basically devoted to the economy, nevertheless welcome.

We recotnmend that our readers rvho may not have seen

a copy to visit their website wrvw.livemint.com.

The proposed discussion in the October issue

"lndia's Polity Needs a 'U' Turn" has been postponed

to January as solne of those whose contributions would

add value to the debate find the October 2 deadline too

short. The revised deadline: December 20.
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It is hilarious to hear the cottrrades waxing eloquent

about national interest. It is the sarne Left that sided with

China when it invaded lndia in 1962 and still supports

China's claim to Indian territory.
T. N. Menon in a letter to The Asian,4ge' August 16

China's human rights violations are conveniently

overlooked by democratic governments eager to "engage"

(in trade).Restaurant owners in France are advised by the

govenlnrent not to mention Tibet or Tairvan before visiting

Chinese tourists.

Writer and.iournalist N{adhuri Santhananr Sondhi.
Thc Asian lgc. August l6

One country that has known terrorist violence tbr
decades is India. One country that constantly fails to do

anything about preventing the next terrorist violence is

also India.

Editorial in Ilinduslan Irnes. AugLrst 27

My observation over years of street rvalking is that

spitting is a male-dominated activity. 'l'here is no class

distinction among male spitters. A beggar spits, and so

does a necktied executive.

Columnist Dilip Raote, Hindustdn ?'rnes. Septerl1ber ll

The Hyde Act could equally have stipulated that
the US would withdraw nuclear support if rve conducted

searcires for dinosaur eggs ... wc need more nuclear

weapons as nruch as we need dinosaur eggs. Why should

restrictions of this order ever threaten our national

sovereignty?

Professor Dipankar Mehla Hindustan Times, September 3

A globalising lndia cannot afford a passport system

that resembles the Great Wall. It needs one that responds

to both security and mobility challenges of the times.

Editorial in The Indian Express, September l0

When a European leader lectures Africa on

reducing corruption, it is a bit rich. Europe is a cache of
choice for the discerning dictator.

rames waters u, rn, 
r7;:;;!:;';,t#';l;1 j ;

When the state has no outlet for legitimate
grievances violence will erupt. The surprise is not that

rve often have senseless violence without an object; the

surprise is that rve don't have more of it.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta, president Centre for Policy
Researclr, The Indian Express, September 3

A deep study of (former Prime Minister)
Chandrashekar's life and work is a must for students of
Indian politics, not so much for an appreciation of his

achievements as for the understanding of his many failures.

Veteran journalist S.Visu'am. Janata s'eekly. August I 2
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