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By advancmg spmtual reasons for their opposition, the rehgwmsts are doing a dissermce to thosetohose oppos:tﬁm
to the project is based on empirical evidence.
Whatis the Project?
The Project is to cut through Ram Sethu (to the religionists) or Adam's Bridge (fo scientists, mlogisrs economists,
geologistsetal), a phy51cal underwater chain of coral islets linking India and Sri Lanka. .
Why the me ect ' N
The Channel will link the Bay of Bengal to the Gulf of Munnar saving a day's journiey for shlps mmnmmgam_ |
India benefiting the shipping industry and those dependent on the cargo these shi-ps ferry. Mﬂdl]ike ﬂ:ef‘mez and |
Panama Canals.
The People'Case
| The Suez and Panama Canals are land—based ie. the canals have been buﬂtby hacking thmu@ﬂlﬁ!mdf The Sethu
Channel will be created by dredging and deepening the shallow ocean bed. The Suez allows ships with a
displacement of 150,000 tonnes to pass through the Suez. The Sethu Channel allows only slmwﬁhamammum
~ displacement of 30,000 tonnes. The Suez and the Panama canals cut sea voyage@ almoahaj,ﬁ Sethu Channel
save ships a mere 24 hours.

The project was based on the assumption that it had to deal with heaps of sand, naturally i
just 15 feet beneath the sea level, workmen found sand deposits wedged betwégn hﬂrd ocks
not known before the projectbegan! i

In the Tsunami of December 2004 the waves entered the channel and encountered Raﬁl Séﬁm.’ﬂwclm of coral islets
made of rock and sand deflected the tidal wave back into the open sea. The wave was forced to find a route around Sri
Lanka and by the time it reached coastal Kerala on the other side, it had lost much of its potency. Coastal Kerala was
saved. Widening the Channel by breaking through the coral islets will prcmde an alternative route for
Contintied on page T4

)

%
















































	484 - September 2007
	Sethu Samudram - A Heady Mix of History, Mythology & Geology
	The Nuclear Deal - A Calculated Risk
	Will Accelerate Economic Growth - S. C. Sharma
	It will pull India Backward - N. S. Venkataraman
	It is Good for India - T. S. Gopi Reetinaraj
	Point Counter Point - Ashok Karnik
	J. B. D'Souza, RIP
	Hot Air Balloons from the Red Fort - Sharad Joshi
	Liberal Budget 2008-2009
	Cornucopia - Firoze Hirjikaka
	The Fundamentalists' Assault on Taslima Nasreen - N. Innaiah
	Book Review: The Kaoboys of R&AW: Down Memory Lane
	The Reservation Conundrum in Education
	Between Ourselves
	Many Voices

