
Man i fes to  f o r  I n d i a n  L i b e r a l s  

(DRAWN U P  AT THE CONFERENCE OF I N D I A N  
LIBERALS WELD ON NOVE:4SER 211  1 9 8 5  AT 
THE R O Y A L  BOMBAY YACHT CLUB).  

We, t h e  l i b e r a l s  o f  In t l i s  assembled i n  Eolnbay on Novcmber 21,  1985 a t  a  t i m e  
o f  g r o s s  v i o l r i t i o r ~ s  o f  human r i g h t s  and p e r s i s t e n t  g r a v e  t e n s i o n s  wliich 
t h r c a t c n  p c a c c  and dcrnocracy, a r c  c o n v i n c c d  t h n t  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  l a r g e l y  
due  t o  t h e  abandonment O F  l i b e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and a f f i r m  o u r  f a i t h  i n  t h i s  
D e c l a r a t i o n .  

I. D e m o c r a c y  & F r e e d o m  

i )  blan i s  f i r s t  and forcrnost  a  b e i n g  endowed w i t h  t h e  power o f  independent 
though t  and a c t i o n ,  and w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  r i g h t  from wrong. 

i i )  Respec t  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  g u a r a n t e e d  u n d e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
o f  1950 i s  t h e  t r u e  b a s i s  o f  s o c i e t y .  

i i i )  The S t a t e  i s  o n l y  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  community : i t  s h o u l d  assume no 
power which c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  fundamenta l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  and w i t h  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a responsible and c r e a t i v e  l i f e ;  namely : 

a) P e r s o n a l  Erccclom, g n n r a n t c c d  by t h e  indcpenclence o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  law and j u s t i c e .  

b )  Frcedom o f  \ \ lorship  rind conscience. 

cl) Freedom t o  a s s o c i a t e  o r  n o t  t c ~  n s s o c i a t c .  

c) F r e e  c h o i c e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n .  

f )  The r i g h t  t o  f r e e  and compulsory  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  u p t o  a uinimum 
b a s i c  l e v e l .  

g )  The r i g h t  t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  p r o p e r t y  and t h e  r i g h t  t o  embark 
on i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e .  

h )  Consumer ' s  f r e e  c h o i c c  and t h c  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a p  t h e  f u l l  b e n e f i t  
o f  t h c  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l  and t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  man. 

i )  E q u a l i t y  o f  r i g l r t s  between nicn and women. 

i v )  'I'hcse r i g h t s  and c o n d i t i o n s  c a n  be  s e c u r e d  o n l y  by t r u e  democracy which 
i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  from p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t y  and i s  b a s e d  on t h e  c o n s c i o u s ,  f r e e  and 
e n l i g h t e n e d  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  a f r e e  and ' s e c r e t  b a l l o t ,  
w i t h  due  r c s p c c t  f o r  t h e  liberties and o p i n i o n s  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  and even t h e  
i i ~ d i v i d u a l  . 

v )  T!le wide- spread  discnchantnie l l t  o r  d i s a f f e c t i o n ,  p r e v a l e n t  e s p e c i a l l y  among 
chc young, i s  t h c  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  c r c n t c ,  s u p p o r t  and promote  
d e s i r a b l e  v a l u e s  as w c l l  as o f  t.hc i n c a p a c i t y  t o  a d a p t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t o  
e n s u r e  more j u s t i c c  and 3 bcttc!13 q u a l i t y  o f  l i v i n g .  I n  e x t r e m e  c a s e s ,  t h i s  
d i s a f f e c t i o n  llns lcrl t o  t c r r o r i s n ~ ,  i n  o t l l c r s ,  t o  a n a r c h i s m  o r  t o  a  r e f u s a l  t o  
p a r t i c i p n t c  i n  p u b l i c  L i f c .  'The v a l u c s  o f  frccdoln ant1 in t l cpendcncc ,  prornotcd 
by l i b c r n l i s r n ,  can ovcrconle t h i s  v o i d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  l i b e r a l s  make i t  c l e a r  
t h n t  frcedom f o r  Chc i . r tdivir lu:~l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o n f u s c d  w i t h  ego i sm,  b u t  i s  
f~.ccdorn. w i t l l i l i  the c o n t c x t  of  ccln~nuii i ty,  i n ~ p l y i n g  responsibility and s o l i d a r i t y  
wit11 f c l l o ~  rncn. 

11. D e c e n t r a  l i s a t  i o n  and  F r e e d o m  

i )  C o - o p e r a t i o n  and s o l i d a r i t y  between f r e e  men a r e  a  growing n e c e s s i t y  i n  
t h e  modern w o r l d .  Ilowcver, t h c  d r i v e  t o w a r d s  u n h e a l t h y  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  h a s  
e r~couraged  t h e  dormgrading of p a r l i a m e n t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  
dependence  of  thc  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  growth of new fo rms  o f  
abso lu t i sn r  and o f  i r s c s p o n s i l ~ l e  c e n t r c s  o f  powcr th roug11- .uncon t ro l l ed  



b u r e a u c r a t i c  g r o ~ t h ,  t h e  f o r m : ~ t i o n  o f  pub1 i c  and p r i \ ' a t c  mo110p01 i c s  and t h e  
r e s t s i c t i v c n c : s s  of somu coi:lbinat io11~; o f  c n ~ p l o y c r s ,  o f  \ . ; o rkc r s ,  o r  o f  bo th  t o g c t h c r  

i i )  Kc bcl i .cvc  t l ~ n t  ~ l l c s c  t c ~ i c l c ~ l c i c s  can o n l y  bc f o u g h t  b y  d c v o t c J  c o n c c n t s n t i o n  
on t h e  overr i 'd i r ig  ilccd f o r  f'rccdom i n  a l l  i t s  a s p c c t s ,  n~ id  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  b y  : 

( a )  t h c  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l c  devolution and s p r c a d  o f  po\ccr i n  t h c  cconomic 
s o c i a l  and governrncntnl  f i e l d s ,  c s p c c i n l l y  by cletcrmincd a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  monopol ics .  

(b)  ma in tcnancc  o f  t h c  w i d c s t  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  c s p r e s s i o n  and i n i t i a t i v e  
i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  c r luc ta ion  and c u l t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Inass mcdia  o f  
cornnun i c a t  i o n  . 

(c)  niaking a11 n c c c s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c n a b l c  cacli c i t i z e n  t o  
form o b j e c t i v e  j u d g m e n t s  on a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  p u b l i c  interest. 

( d )  p r o t c c t i o n  o f  t h c  i ' i g h t s  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  t o  c n j o y  t h c  c s s c n t i n l  l i b c r t i c s .  

( c )  c l i l n i ~ l a t i o n  ol' i ,ac i ; l l  and a l l  other forms oC o p ~ ~ r c s s i v c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

i i i )  One a r e a  wllicll r e q u i r e s  i rnn~cd ia tc  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  r c l a t i o n s l l i p  bctwccn 
t h e  C e n t r e  and t h e  S t : ~ t e s .  '1'11~ C ~ ~ ~ s L i t l l t i o n  o f  I n d i a  e n a c t e d  i n  1950 h a s  b a l a n c e d  
f a i r l y  t h e  nccds  of n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  \+lit11 yhosc  o f  r e a s o n a l ) l c  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  S t a t c s .  
D u r i n g  t h c  l a s t  30 p e a r s ,  howevcr,  a11  major  economic po\vcr h a s  been c o n c c n t r a t e c l  
i n  t h e  hnncls o f  t h e  Unj.on Governr!lc.nt, 3:; a consequcncc  o f  c c n t r a l i s c d  p l a n n i n g .  
, . 
l h i s  imba lance  lins t o  bc s c c t i f i c r l  by 3 g r e a t e r  mcasurc  o f  autonomy f o r  t h c  S t a t c s  
and l o c a l  s c l f  Govcrnn\cnt \ i i t l i i n  t h e  frnrnc-\ \ ,ork o f  t l lc  s l ~ i j . i n ; i l  C o n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n  o f  
t h c  IIcpc11)l i c .  ' I ' l~e rc  i s  1 4 0  r c n s o n  r\ll~.y a st. song C c n t r c  sliotlld mcan weak S t n t c s  01. 
v ice- .L'CTS;L. 

iii) Institutional I s s u e s  I n  Modern Democrac ies .  

( a )  t h e  c f f c c t i v c  representation o f  t h c  p e o p l c ' s  !r.i 11 in t h c  l c g i s l a t i v c  
po\ver, c .  g . th rough  p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r c s c ~ i t a t i o ~ l  \ < I \  i cll  ill c n s u r c  a  
legislature \ ~ l ~ i c h  f a i r l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h c  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l l l i r l o r i t i c s  t o  e ~ ~ s i i r c  c c ~ u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u l ~ i t y ;  

( b )  t l lc  d c c e r i t r a l  i s a z i o 1 1  o f  power by t h c  p r o p e r  a n d  c l e a r l y  rlcf inccl 
o r g a n i s a t  i o n  o f  S t n t c  a n d  l o c a l  s c l f  govcrlilncnt ; 

[i) t h c  i i ~ c l u s i o ~ l  of' t r ; ~ d c  u l ~ i o n s  :\rid I ~ u s i l ~ c s s  n11d p s o f c s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
111 t h c  1 i b c r a l  cleiilocr;ltic s y s t c ~ n  o f  c h c c k s  and balances, i l l  o r d c r  t o  
a c l ~ i c v c  h c ~ l t l l i c r  a ~ l d  mosc j u s t  i n d u s t r i a l  relations; 

( d )  rvithoirt i n d i v i d u a l  i n j  t i n t i v c  a ~ l d  r c s p o n s i b i  1  i t y  b o t h  i n  t h c  p r l v a t c  
and p u b l i c  s e c t o r s ,  t h c  S t a t c  t u r n s  i t s e l f  i n t o  n s o u l  l e s s  b u r - c a u c r a t i c  
mac l~ i l l c  a n J  r n p i d l ! .  l o s c s  c f  L ' i c i cncy .  

i v )  E d u c a t i o n a l  and C u l t u r a l  I s s u e s  

i j  hlodcrn l i b c r n l i s m  i s  facccl wit11 

!c )  t l ~ c  ncctl f o r  frcctiom and  p l u r o l  ism i n  t h c  rncclin. 

i i )  'I'hc main instrument w i t h  \ ~ h i c h  t o  b r c a k  down b a r r i e r s  t o  c u l t u r c  and t o  



E c o n o m i c  I s s u e s  

i )  'Thc f o l l o w i n g  a r e  of c r u c i a l  i lnpor tancc  t o d a y  : 

i i i )  The l i n k  which e x i s t s  f o r  l i b c r n l s  b c t ~ c c n  a  s o c i a l  marke t  economy and 
l i b c r a l  dcinoci.:~cy a l s o  implies ;L c o n s t a n t  b a t t l p  a g a i n s t  m o n o p o l i e s ,  c a r t e l s ,  
r e s t r i c t i v e  t r u s t s ,  s e s t r i c t i v c  p r a c t i s e s  and s o - c a l l e d  "dominant p o s i t i o n s " ,  
open o r  d i s g u i s e d ,  p r i v a t c  o r  l ~ u h l i c  e x c e p t  f o r  c a s c s  a u t h o r i s c d  by law f o r  
j u s t i f i e d  and' d e f i u c t l  s o c i a l  nccds .  

i v )  'The l i b e r a l  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  jnarket  i s  n o t  t h a t  o f  an economy c o n t r o l l e d  by 
p u r e l y  monetary  means b u t  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i t  i n c l u d e s  and i s  c l o s e l y  associated 
w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  poor  and o f  t h c  community 3 s  a  ~ 1 1 0 1 ~ .  

v )  'I'hc s t a t e  controlled and dolllill;~ted s y s t ~ l n  ;IS 1,r;ict i > c d  i n  I n d i a  f o r  t h c  
p a s t  o v e r  t h r e e  d c c a d c s  i s  t h e  r o o t  o f  s  lorq e c o n o r ~ ~ i c  growth,  rampant  lawlessness 
and c o r r u p t i o n  and p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  mnrkct  cconorny. l'hc o n l y  s o l u t i o n  
i s  a  changeover  t o  a l i b c r a l  s y s t c ~ n  rtllich c a n  undo t h c  drunagc. 

'y 

v i )  P l a n n i n g ,  i n  t h c  l i b e r a l  s e n s e  o f  t h c  word,  rncans i n d i c a t i v e  p l a n n i n g  o f  
and f o r  l i b e r t y  l e a d i n g  t o  a  minilnm o r  l i m i t c d  govcrnmcnt.  A s t r o n g  v e s t c d  
i n t c r c s t  h a s  devclopccl i n  t h c  c x i s t i l l g  systclrl r,-hcrc t h c  p u b l i c  s c c t o r  h a s  bccomc 
t h e  p r i x f n t c  s c c t o r  o f  t h c  p o l i t i c i a n ,  t h c  bureaucrat, t h e  t r a d e r  and e n t r e p r e n e u r  
who t h r i v e  on i t  and t h c  c l i s c i p l i l l e d  worker w i t h  t h c  c o n s u n c r  l e f t  t o  fcnd f o r  
h i m s e l f  and l i v c  i n  a dcspondcn t  l l l i l i c u  o f  ' c l l o i c c l c s s ~ l c s s '  and r e s u l t i n g  
' ~ o i c ~ l e s s n c s s  I .  

i i )  N i t h  r h i s  u~lclop!lat ic a p p r o ~ ~ c h  to i , ;~ l :~ls  t h e  role o f  t l lc  S t a t c  i n  t h c  cconorny, 
l i b e r a l s  do n o t  s c c  t11c r e l a t i o n s  bctwccn t h c  p r i v a t e  a ~ ~ d  f h c  p u b l i c  s c c t o r  i n  
a g i v e n  cconorny ~ ~ r l d  a t  a g i v e n  t i m c  a s  s t a t i c  o r  f i n a l .  I i ' h i l s t  t h c  S t a t c  o r  
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i c s  can bc a t  t i m e s  f o r c c d  by t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  p u b l i c  \ v c l f a r c  
t o  t a k e  o v c r  e c o n o n ~ i c  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h c r c  lnust bc  a c o n s t a n t  r ev iew o f  t h c  p u b l i c  
n c t i l p i t i c s ,  t o  J c c i t l c  whicll o f  tllcrl~ s h o u l d  bc I-cturnccl in sonic form t o  p r i v a t c  
c n t r c p r i s c  o r  t o  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i s u t i o ~ l s .  

v i i i )  'I'hc c o l . r c c t i v c  1-olc o f  t h c  s t a t e  ~ i ~ u s t  n o t  mnkc cvcrybody dcpcndcn t  on i t .  
T h c  mairl cl:lngcrs i n h c r c r l t  i!l :ln o v c r c s t c n d c d  1 f : ~ r c  S t : i t ~  a r c  : 



(c )  by t a x c s  o r  by w n s t c ,  i t  s u b s t r a c t s  t o o  l a r g e  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h c  n a t i o n a l  
i n c o r ~ ~ c  from t h e  growing nccds  f o r  p r o d u c t i v e  i n v c s t m c n t  , r e s c : l r c h  and 
dcvelopmcnt ;  

(d)  i t  can feed  i n f l a t i o n  and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  make cmployrncrlt and ir lvcstrncnt 
more d i f f i c u l t .  

t i x )  L i b e r a l s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t a x a t i o n  s h o u l d  be f a i r l y  b a l a n c c d  betrvccn t l i c  nccds  
@ f  thc. inciiviclual  and t i le  nccds  o f  s o c i e t y  f o r  snvint :  alld i n v c s t m c ~ l t  . l ' a s a t i o n  
' shou ld ,  t h e r c f o r c ,  p l a y  a  p o s i t i v e  r o l c  i n  cncoul.nging c n t c r p l - i s c  and i n  e n s u r i n g  
'a g r e a t e r  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

s) 'To t r y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  p o v c r t y  and s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e  i s  n o t  t o  a c c e p t  e g a l i t a r i a -  
nism v i z .  t h e  a b s t r a c t  r i g h t  t o  r i g i d  e q u a l i t y  of  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a l l ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  
o f  t a l e n t ,  work o r  f o r e t h o u g h t .  N h i l e  l i b e r a l s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  n lcasurcs  t o  
r e d u c e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  w e a l t h ,  t o  p r o t e c t  e a c h  c i t i z e n  and t o  i n c r c a s c  e q u a l i t y  o f  
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h c y  d e c i d e d l y  oppose  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  which d e g r a d e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
whercas  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  m e r i t  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  i s  s t i m u l a t i n g .  

T h e  T e s t  o f  C h a r a c t e r  

I n d i a ' s  dcvcloprnent by a  dc rnocra t i c  and l i b e r a l  p h i l o s o p h y  and a c t i o n  presupposes 
and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h c  c l e c t c d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f i l m l y  b c l i c v c  i n  i n t e g r i t y  and 
cornpctence. I n d i a  a l s o  n c c d s  men and women who upho ld  v a l u c s  and c x c e l l c r ~ c ~ ,  
p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  whose m o t i v a t i o n  i s  achievcrncnt - n o t  powcr - and whose 
f a i t h  i s  o u t s i d e  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s .  To d e v e l o p  s u c h  rrrcn and women w i t h  s u c h  
f a i t h  and 121-inciplcs i s  t h e  r e a l  t a s k  and g o a l  b c f o r c  l i b e r a l s .  I f  1rldi:l h a s  t o  
r e a c h  i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l ,  t h e  t e s t  o f  C h a r a c t e r  i s  o f  prirnc i m p o r t a n c e .  


