
SPEECH TO BE MADE BY HIS EXCELLENCY SHRI C. RAJAGOPALACHARI -- . AT THE SWEARING-IN CEREMONY ON 21ST J U N E ~ ~ ~ ~ B .  

I 

I am very t o  you a l l  f o r  your p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

a t  t h i s  ceremony, Your.presence has l i f t e d  the  occasion from 

the,  place of a mere ceremony t o  t h a t  of human fcillowship ' 

and cooperation. 

Speaking ob j e ~ t i v e l y ~  the occasion is '  undoubtedly 

h i s t o r i c ,  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  one who belongs t o  t h e  . 
L / 

s o i l  has, i n  accordance ,with t h e  wishes of 'the Prime Minis te r  

of India  and h i s  Cabinet,  been en t rus ted  with t'he honoUr 

and thz  d u t i e s  of t h e  ~ e a d  of the  S t a t e  I n  Ind ia ,  I owe a .  . a 

d e b t  of g ra t i tude , '  which I cannot hope t o  repay, f o r  the  
t 

s i g n a l  honour implied i n  t h i s  my i n s t a l l a t i o n .  I hope I s h a l l  ' 

a c t ,  on every occasion a n d  i n  every mat t e r ,  i n  a manner 

worthy of t h s  t r u s t  reposed i n  me. The..work of my prede'cessor 

during h i s  memorable term o f  o f f i c e  was a marvellous ins tance  
* 

of detachment, devotion and energy on the  p a r t  of  one who, 

though not  belonging t o  India;  worked a s  'one belonging t o  

her  and d i d  h i s  work i n  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  i s  l a i d  down i n  our 
U 

s c r i p t u r e s  with regard t o  t h e  t a s k  t h a t  f a l l s  t o  any one. 

I come a f t e r  him but  I hope I w i l l  be judged by s tandards  
I 

s u i t a b l e  t o  one who i s  inexperienced e i t h e r  i n  arms, o r  i n  

diplomacy unl ike  my illastrims predecessor.  ' ' 

Our problems have mul t ip l ied  beyond a l l  expec ta t ion  

and a r e  such as may pe r tu rb  even t h s  most adventurous 
\ 

s p i r i t s  among us. The only-re-ing i n t e r e s t  i n  l i f e  which 

moves my col leagues  who a r e  en t rus ted  with t h e  charge of t h e  
t . . 

a f f a i r s  of India  i s  t h e  happiness of our  people and the g a d  

name of our country. This '  i s  t h e   assi ion t h a t  bPnds thom 

toge~h'ei;.  ~ h & y  have i e x p e r i e n a e  and, nobility . . of cha rac te r .  May 

god enable them t o  achieve the  purpose so dear t o  t h e i r '  hea3ts .  

. . . .I s h a l l  



I s h a l l  be proud t o  render  then a l l  such a s s i s t a n c e  as  I can 

i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  
. 

Ind ia  i s  unchangeably committed t o  t h e  po l i cy  of  naking 

every one wi th in  h e r  borders  f ind  p r i d e  and joy i n  c i t i z e n s h i p  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  of c a s t e ,  creed o r  race. No, one will s u f f e r  any 

d i s a b i l i t y  by reason of  t h e  c o m u n i t y  t o  which he o r  she  

belongs,  

The days of dynas t i c  r u l e  o r  domination through f o r c e  

a r e  gone i n  Ind ia ,  No t e r r i t o r i a l  o r  r a c i a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  

c o m u n i t y  can hops t o  t h r i v e  o r  maintain i t s  happiness through 

f o r c e  without  t h e  w i l l i n g  hnd f u l l  cooperat ion of o t h e r  people 

and t h e  utmost intercommunication, It i s  t h e r e f o r e  necessary 

th;t a l l  c o ~ m ' a l  a n d - t e r r i t d r i a l  i s o l a t i o n i s m  should be 

abandoned and t h e  b e s t  t a l e n t s  i n  every community should seek 

t o  serve  t h e  whole s t a t e .  Co~munibies  should spread themselves 

out r a t h e r  t h i n  bu i ld  walls round themselves, 

Tirhatever be  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  phraseology which pub l i c  

law may use t o  desc r ibe  i t ,  what d i s t u r b s  t h e  peace of I n d i a  

now i s  i n t e r n e c i n e  d iscord  pure and simple and it  i s  u t t e r  

f o l l y ,  Our economy has n o t  y e t  had time t o  sepa ra te  i n t o  two 

p a r t s  corresponding t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n  t o  which we have 

agreed! It i s  very doubt fu l  if i t  ever  can be s o  s p l i t .  We a r e  

f a r  too  interdependent  and whatever we might do, t h e r e  w i l l  

y s t  be v i t a l  l i n k s  t h a t  can never be se re red ,  It i s  f o l l y  t o  

q u a r r e l  and..makt. i n t o  a  scene of s t r i f e  and misery what has 

been shaped by t h e  p ressu re  of age-long f o r c e s  i n t o  a f i e l d  of 

beauty and joy. Let us  pray for wisdom and l e t  us  do what 

nabe good thoughts  grow and save then  from being swamped by f o l l y  

~ n d  ev i l '  which wait  t o  tempt man. 

I have received - i b l e s s i n g s  and good wishes from g r e a t  and 

good men i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  world. May t h e s e  he lp  me t o  s t e e r  
c l e a r  of' e r r o r  and enable me tobe of some S.?A'V~C~ to our  people 
i n  t h e  great  o f f i c e  confer red  on me. 


