THE WOAEN'S QUESTION

SHARAD JOSHI




-

#

THE WOMEN'S QUESTION.

-

‘¢{SummMary of the back-ground paper (Marathi 48

pp.r@brepared for the deliberations of the
Women's ,Conference convoqued by the Shetkari
Sanghatana at Chandvad, ‘district: Nashik,
Maharashtra, on 92-10 November 1986.°>

FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM

It has taken the Shetkari Sanghatana ful'l six
years since "its inception in 1980 to form a
palpable vomen's, front and to organise
‘deliberations on :the problems specific-. to
women. This, despite the fact that the women's’
‘participation in all the agitations led by the
Sanghatana was unprecedentedly massive} and
that the numerous instances of ‘peasant -women’s
heroism in the agitations have become part of
the folklore. :

Even in the early days of. the Sanghatana,; the
rural "women had, somehow sensed that, unlike
in other village meetings,- the talk here had a
direct. bearing on the meagre contents of their
pots  and pans. - They made: themselves
increasingly bold to participate -in .the
meetings: in equal right.

Though the viomen's question has been on- the
agenda of all the Sessions of the Sanghatang,
starting from the very first at Satana in
Januvary 1982, the deliberations concerned ways
and means and need to mobilise women to

strengthen the agitations rather Lhan'prqblemd
specific to women. The women who thronged
‘there, themselves, did not seem to look upon

the Sanghatana for the redressal of their -awh
specific  grievances. :
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The speeches - and the literature: oaoften
referred to- —the —erushing burden .f both
domestic and field labour borne:by the women.
There IO St TIKE Seihg Born a girl . fno &
farmer's house, it was emphasised.The sympathy
at the humanistic level was unmistakably
present but the women’s question had not been
faced squarely and integrated into the schema
of Sanghatana thought. '

programme for economic develaopment : remaval

of artificial obstacles to development -

principally . in the; form of unequal
exchanges. It holds progress as the natural
state of affairs and stagnation as a
perversion. The existence of the women's
question - is it then a natural phenomenon
or a contrived ones ?

-The one-point programme of remunerative

prices, will it also take care of- the
viomen’s question? Unlike in the Marxist
camp, there was no illusian that the women’s
problems will be automatically resolved f{n

the men’'s utopia. In fact, it was admitted
nwithout reserve that the benetit of .the
remunerative prices may not .reach the

women¥tolk particularly those  belonging to
the category ot domestic labour. This was
remarkable because the remunerative prices
viere supposed to entrain a multiplier chain
reaction benefitting all sections of the
agrarian community. i

- Sanghatana had drawn a new line of
significant internal contradiction -Bharat
v, India. Bharat was so de#ined-ras to
include the refugee farmers on urban ~“foot-
paths but not the opulent . leader- {armer +rom
the country-side. Where ,then, do -Womepn-
belong ? Women-in "India®", are they to be
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bracketgd with their exploiter mentolk - or
along with the other exploited in "Bharat®?

- on %he basis of {ts contention, -that
historically the surplus-value has been
generated through unequal exchanges  rather
thar through -the exploitation gfs e the
industrial workers, the Sanghatana propounds
a radically different view history. What has.
that view to- say about the situation ‘of
viomen ? Has the subordination.of women been
always there or did it spring up: at: a
particular time in history ? what is the:
genesis of the women’s question - in. the
system of The thought of the new peasant
movement?

These are, princxpally the questions which. had
to be resolved. The Marxist understanding on
these subjects held sway for almost a century
and then collapsed both on theoretical and
practical levels, The  leftist feminine
movement became a loose appendage of ‘the
workers movement.The new feminist wave raised
brilliant questions that could not be ignared

but remained essentially a metropolitan:
.phenomenon. :
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COLLECTIVE EXERCISE

The new peasant movement has a historical and
theoretical responsibility of pronouncing
itselt on the women’'s question. An .exercise
was, therefore, initiated in early 1984 which
will come to fruition only at Chandvad; in

November 19846. The exercise was carried out in

three stages:

- ESeveral rounds of 'exchange of experience’
meetings consisting of the widest possible
spectrum of the rural and semi-urban women,
fnformal in character to start with,
followed , by the more formal group meetings
at Halli-Handarguli, Selu, Washim, Katol
and Kopargaon;j

- A conclave for theoretical discussions at
Vaijapur in ‘August 1986;and

- An intensive workshop at Ambethan in
September 1986,

The present draft is essentially a product of
the collective thinking in which participated

hundreds - of peasant women in wvast majority

without even the knowledge of the three 'R’s.

EXCHAMGE OF EXPERIENCES

The *exchange aof experience’ meetings

contirmed the warst fears about the
discriminatory treatment meted ocut' to the
- female of the species, literally from the womb
to the tomb. The discrimination covered
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.property rights, education} quantum of work-

both daomestic and in the field, wage rates;
clothing, medical attention and even the basic
nourishment. Some notable observations were as
follows: ;

- The +fact that most rural wvomen work
outside, for hire or- otherwise, does not
appear to confer any significant advantage
on them. Whenever EGS work becomes necessary
it is, .in majority of the cases, womenfolk
that are sent.  Working ocutside , unlike in
the . urban middle-class milieu, is not
considered a privilege but more 1like a
disagreeable burden.

= In the communities where the bride-price
rather than the dowry is customary, that
fact does not {improve their familial
situation.

- The quasi-impossibility of economic
capital formation on the land makes any
legal right to parental or other property a
farce for mpost women.

- Almost all marriages take place below the
minimum age prescribed by the law
for the bride.

- The girls’ education is interrupted at the
slightest possible provocation or even in
.the absence of it. ;

- The incidence of wives being driven out by
the husbands/in-laws without any leqal
¢ormalities is very high., The lite of such
.women i{s particularly pitiable.

- Considerations of security appear to
outweigh all others in arriving at the
decisions about women. Joining school,




continuing education, . freedom of movement,
marriage, arrangements for domicile
part tcularly in the contingency of
separation, appear to be particularly

jJoverned by the cverriding consideration ot

security, frequently to the detriment of

viomen.

- In the post-independence pattern, economie
development is, as a general ruley
accompanied by domination of a coterie of

new-rich who more often than not wield

political power - direct or {ndirect. The
coterte may consist of ordinary docile
tarmers of yester-year,suddenly turned co-op

barons, or project personnel brought +“rom
outside.The pattern of behaviour of these
groups introduces a nevi element of

insecurity and entrains as a consequence,
lowering of the guality of life of the wonen
in many cases. '
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MAJOR DETERMIMANTS
Understanding of the women
given period or society,
certain stipulations.

-The biological differen

's situation, in any
needs to be-based on

ces between the maia

and the female of the species are not such

.as to make subordinatio
all times and in'all p
such as to dictate any p

n of one of them at
laces inevitable or
articular pattern of

gender division of labour.This includes the

differences relating to
nurturing functions, t
differentials, proporti
of fat, the consequen
manouevrability and

effects of hormones on
of sex/violence,the di

the reproductive and
he height and welight
on and distribution
tial differences 1in
combativeness, the
the control-centres.
+ferential in the

verbal as against visual-spatial faculties

et al.

- Any . presumption or
effect that there exist

conclusion to the
s an innate conflict

0of interests or disharmony of attitudes

between the two sexes
against the combined

would appear to go
knowledge - of all

natural and social sdiences.

= 1f " is doubtful; it
chemical, non-seasonal
sexuality fiss W inborn
feasibility of forced
hand "i{s givern by nature.
these teatures could
g9ender relationships.

the exclusive non-
character of human

or acquired. The
sex , on the other
Any modification in
significantly alter
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- The length of time (absclute and relative
o the acturial life-span) of the period of
gestation, the period of the physical and
socio-economic maturity ef human offsprings
could be egqually conducive to modification
of the women®'s position. :

- Yet another determinant could be the
absolute and relative levels o0f . male-female
hormones.These may vary with time ;place and
even race. Over a period of time, the trend
may be towards <+eminisation of men and
masculinisation of women. Alternatively, a
basically androgynous model may be subject’

to cycles of alternate polarisation and-

harmonisation. The secular long-term trends
may, however, be over-shadowed by tﬁé;
hormonal effects of immediate events. In--a’
war-l1ike situation., men may behave more
true to the macho type, while in times o+
prolonged peace androgynous models may _be
adhered to by both the sexes.

- For reasons rather vaguely understood,male
and female . proportions in any population
tend to bhe around 1:1. Any signiticant
. modification of the situation C&n
drastically alter the whole social +abric
including the mores of the soclety. '

- Peace and technology neutral to physical
force appear to favour women {n determining
their situation vis-a vis the men. War-}{ike
s{tuations and technology putting premium on
physical strength does the same for the men.

- Socio-economic factors far outweigh the
biological #factors in determining +familial
relationships. These latter appear to be
modified in such a way that the family can
" help meet the requirements of the society
about the type and quantity of manpower.

0 R

MARXIST VIEW

Marxism attributed the gender div;sion Df
labour to biological considerations. With the

springing .up of surplus that became private-

property, house-work lost its public characteg
and became a private service. Men anxious tp
ensure bequests of their property to genuinely
biological heirs imposed restrictions on women
which will go-away withi the abolition of the
private property and socialisation of domestic:
services. This, in a . nutshell, is the marxist

position on the women’s question.

The presumption of some sanction in Biology to
the house-work being allocated to women ‘has
been debunked adequately by both the
Piologists: ard the Anthropologists. Whether
the house-wife's wviork constitutes productive
worlk or not is a question that has put the
tenuous labour theory :of value in serious
jeopardy. The admitted exploitation of women
by their own menfolk has put in question
another central pillar- the concept of class.
The Gorbochev and Deng Xi{iaoping have
definately .loosened the peg -of universal
cocilisation on which was supposed to hang thg
destintes of womanhood. Both Biology . and
Economics have failed the Marxism -on. the

vomen’s front.

NEW FEMINISH

The spokesmen of the new womens movement :ﬁgvg
displayed remarkable scholarship, ipnovapion,
{magination, lack of inhibition with
occasional rumbustious streaks-quite
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understandable when pent up anger gets Ca

sudden release.- A bxologxcal materfaliasm - was

matched with the marxist economic materiaLism.

Patriarchy was posed as a counterpart’ D{‘

capitalism R familial-soctal
ideological, political system in which men -

by force, direct pressure, or through ritual

tradition,law and language, customs,
etiquette, education , and the division - ot
labour, determine what part women shall or
shall not play, and in which the +emale is
everyvwhvere subsumed under the = male.-*

Functions connected with mothering or_cmoré
accurately the cultural connotations.” -of
mothering were identified as the causes ot
women’s miseries. A doctrine that rape was a
conscious process of intimidation by which -all
men keep all women in a state: of fear, -was
pronounced very boldly. Women should be able
to live independently of the men. To this end
the Gandhians 'had advocated the " right.. of
celibacy to women; Feminists advocated lesbian
patterns instead. The error of the discipline
of Psychology in creating pervert stereotypes
of male and female personalities was brutally
exposed and a concept of androgynous
personality postulated. But the qualities
acquired by viomen during the period of their
bondage were held by others to be precious in
themselves particularly in the era of moderan
technology to come.

But thé’presumptﬁon of an innate conflict _as
between the male and the female of the species

-without any foundation by itsel$- created a

logical problem. 1f the subjugation of women
is accepted to be due to the the reproductive
functions and hence in existence from the

beginnirg, ot the times, it follows that the

' 101
state nf affairs will continue to the end: of
the times. Everything that has-an end must
have a beginning. If the patriarchy has to
have an end , it must have had a beginning.

b2 2 33
*
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GEMESIS

Arny system comes into existence to meet the
specific requirements oif the epoch

Alternatively, an o0dd system may settleidown
as a result of the application of sheer brute
torce before which all resistance -crumbles.
Engels attributed the inceptian ofq-”ﬁbg
patriarchy to the emergence of 'prgyatp
property. While the anxiety of the malew _to
ensure proper inheritance is understandapje;
it is very difficult to imagine why the wvomen,
who enjoyed at least a status ©of equality

until then, would surrender without resistance.

their privileges ?

Marx - had , very  carrectly; identi+%ed the
importance of capital formation in the
historic evolution ot any society.
Preoccupation with the European situation made
him conclude that the surplus value arose from
the industrial labour. The cycles of expanded
reproduction were supposed to trace the path
of growth - a rather civilian, almost an
accountant’'s concept of the advancement of
capital. The actuality was much more brutal
and uncouth. The surplus value in our epoch
arose from the agriculture and the savings
trom the land have been expropriated almost

since their emergence.

The modus operandi of the expropriation has

been changing over time: plunder by bandits,
plunderers-become-monarchs imposing taxes,

slavery, bonded labour, inadequate wages,
money-lending,land-lords,religious and caste

‘replete vith loot,

£
systems and finally, inadequate prices ‘. The
history of human societies is the history of

the evolution of the instruments o =
expropriation of agricultural surplus. No
sooner had the man settled down to ah

organised agriculture in the expectation cf .an
assuped bounty, than started a bloody epoch
plunder,attacks,
invasions,colonialism each with its quota -of
maimings, murders, rapes, burnings, et al. Men
vwere butchered and women taken away along-with
the loot to help maintain the rate of
reproduction. The proportion of men in all the
societies, victors as also the vanquished

remained depleted., Thus sprang communities in
hahich male offsprings were a prized possession
and marshal arts the highest accomplishment.
Whaole villages and individual houses were
designed like fortresses. The boys Wwere
brought up to be able to face the attackers

botk physically and psychologically. Girls

were taught to be faceless reproducers of

progeny and docile .boosters of the

testosterone levels of their menfolk and

fdture protectors by & hundred arts, words

and privileges.

As a consequence, whoever the winner, the
vwomen on either side were invariably  the
losers. The womenfolk o4 the victors: had
probably sOme consolation {n the use of
plundered finery but in all other respects
their plight was exactly like that of. the

vwomen of the vanquished. The vanquished
communities lost not only thefr wealth but the
testosterone levels of their menfolk - so

assiduously built up. They now had to be built
up starting from the bottom with depleted
means. This {nvariably meant progressive
sinking of the feminine status. '
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Since the day man as hunter and fruit gatherer
and primitive peasant ceased to be ‘the
exclusive factor of production and the capital
made its appearance, expropriation ‘invariably
accompanied by direct or indirect violence has
been the principal economic activity. Family
as an institution has been shaped so as to
be able to produce the required number of
expropriators according to the current mode.

¥ 99 %
*%
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ACTION PROGRAMME

Thus we have, on the one hand, the slavery and
the hardships of the women in "Bharat®" and
slavery with a <fringe of comforts +or "the
women {in "India®". The prosperity of their
menfolk has. coie out of the war  against
"Bharat". As a consequence cities are getting
filled up with destitutes from - the
countryside. Law and order are collapsing and
mith increased insecurity , it is once again
women that have to pay the price of liberty.

The patriarchy which emerged from the wars-of
plunder, has survived for such a long time as
to appear not.only a natural system but even
'the' system. Armed conflagrations had become
relatively rare in,the last forty years which
tact had fanned some hopes for the liberation
of women. But the storms appear to be
gathering once iagain, The economics ot
plundering "Bharat" 1{is now coming home to

roost. , :
The only hopeful sign is the new peasant

movement envisaging formation of capital sans
plunder. 1f the women remain dormant at -this
crucial juncture, they will find it difficult

to regain what they: have lost over a
Amllkeﬁ\um.The peasant movement promises an

opportunity for a women’'s restitution.

The women would need to act at three levels:

1) to secure rights as farm-workers in
respect of condfitions of work - employment,
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hours of work, rest, maternity, creches- and
to have the cost of these amenities included
in the calculation of the cost of
praduction.

7 to secure rights as women =
education, greater control over their own
destinies, rights of property and

maintenance that would simultaneouly ensure
dignity and honour and above all the freedom

from insecurity.

) to strive to secure, along with the women

from "India", their rightful place , by
virtue of the great qualities [ they have
developed over a millefium of slavery, in the
new era -of technolegy neutral to physical
farce..

W 9% % 9
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
AT CHANDVAD DIST. NASHIK ON 9 - 10 NOVEMBER 1986

1.1) RESOLUTIOS ON DROUGHT

This vomen's conferencs,

noting vith concern that,

dﬁoughts‘and fumines ravsge onl{ the farming community,
who, “though in no way responsible for the performance
of the monsoons are forced to the hard work of
breaking stones every time the crops foilj

though droughtas constitute s national celemity, othel
clesses, traders, merchants, {ndustrislists, industrisl
labour and officials live oblivious to its existence:

regrets that,

this penal servitude in thws form of rellef uvork ls @
direct consequence of the anti-farmer policies of the
govsrnment which leave no surplus with the producsrs
even ‘in 8 year of bountiful crops;

considering that,
atone-breaking in the guise of relisf work has
persisted for over a century and a half snd the end

is nouhere in sight sinco tho droughts are
aggravating yearly; i

regrets
the cenditions, fatrly common, in uhich one ﬁkkabai
Rajiput of Malpur villege in Dhule haud to be deliveret

of her firet child while working at e stone-breaking
centre,

This. vomen's conference,therefore, resolves that

Rgsolution 1.1.1

from this year onusrds, rural vomen of Maharashtrs
shall refuse, coms wvhat mey, to break stones asa

relief work.Should the circumstsnces force them to
stone-breaking st relief centres, they shall match




into tha‘clties and avoil thems
elves of th
1.8 and abundance thare. £

Resolutfion 1.1.2

even as Employment Guaranttea Scheme work, th

nat sccept*to break-stones or to undettaie egitzg:égk
The state government should provide rural vorking
vomen uith the equipment for mechanised spinning,
processing for agricultural produce etc. under the
ECS and stop Porcing them to perform thae kind of

uvork normally reserved for those under panal
servituda.

1.2) RESOLUTIONS ON WATER

This uoman's confarsnce,

noting that,

large tracts in the country, including Meharashtra
heve becn rsveged by drought, that in districts ;
Iike Dhule, MNasik and Ahmednagar ascarcity of vater
has persistad since slmost e decudej and thet while
there Ls no scorcity of. food-grainsy the nation is

threstened uith Etniopisation;
cenaldering that,

though fetching of uster through arduous physical
labour over long distences is almost exclusivaly

tha uomen's labour, the problem of uster aupply has
been examined hitherto from the mon's point of viewy

noting with sppreciaticn

the examples set by the villages Asakheds and Vaghale
vhers on account of the inspirstion provided by the
Shetkari Sanghatana, the villeges made srrangemonts
for pumping and supply of water uithout gny state
subaidy ; £

resolves that;
" Rpgolution 1.2,1

Shetkari Sanghatsns should direct all Purmers thst

in every willage where uater has to be fetch from

e distance of over 200 mutres, tho villagers should

elleviate the sufferrings of the womenfolk by

providing uater supply systems without waiting for
. government grents on tho Asakheda- Vaghale pettern.

Resolution 1.2.2.

Uhorever vater is required to be purveyed in tankers
etc. or by means aof projects like dams, counels etc.

imnediate steps should be tzkem tu bring political 19
pressure on 2Zilla Parlshac or:other concerned bodies.

Resolution 1.2.3

The natfion uater emergency is principally attrf{buable
to tha errongous economic snd technologlcal policies
of the government.National’reqliremants of technolagy
need to be exumined from the Uomen's point of vieu.
Augmenting : percolstion of vater, developing ground
vater sccumulstion, economising weter through sprinkler,
drip etc. systems need encouragsment 0n s

war footing. This conference condemns that the nau
technology is belng encouraged in consumeris

luxuries instead.

1.3) RESOLUTIONS ON WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS

This Uomaen's Conference,
expresses

serious concern sbout the condition of women toiling
in agriculturs )

and in particular that,

1) they are rsquired to give as much and sometimes
tuice as much time for the housework as for the
work in the field.” Their work-day consists of

15 to 18 houta;

2) in 8 family living in egriculture, e clear
demarcastion of house and field vork is imposaibla.
Most of the house-uork is auxiliary tn the field
work. :

)

3)uomen ere given arduous and complicated tasks
which are in consequance considered as light-uork.
While even the simple items of uork performed by
men are considered ss difficult or skilled jobs
meriting prestige and higher remunaratiun} Y

. 4) {ntroduction of maechanisation and modecnisgtion
affects uomen adversely since they get pushed to
mors complex and srduous jobs or to house work,

S) they ere denied even the basic uelfere benefits
universally recognised for workinyg wvomen. 8.9Q.

! maternity lesve, cretch, mid-day meals, sick leave,
tollets, retirement benefits atc.;

6) they are generally paid wagus 40 to 60 percent
less as those pald to the men.

This confersnce,therufore, resolves that,
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Resolution 1.3.1

8s an urgent measurs, uomen agricultural labourers
should get a special remunerstion in consideration of
the suxiliary work they -perform at haome and in
compaensation of the welfara benefits denied to them;

Rasolutldn 1.3.2

Wherever uwomen give a full day's work they should be
paid extrs remuneration amounting to 50 percent;

Resolution 1.3.3

Wherever vomen work for only part of the duy they
should be pald-a full duy's uvages for 5 hours of work;

Resolution 1.3.4

— e e e s

thess sxtra compsnsations should be incorporatad in
the cost calculations of the agricultural prices and
costs commission.

2.1) RESOLUTICH ON CO:iON CIVIL CODE

This women's conference

noting that,
the proposed comman civil code hes been, for
somgtime, thes subject of & ulde spread nationsl
dabate snd. that the dsbate is being dominated
lergely by the danominutional dogmatists and
by the self-seeking politiciens,

resolves as follows:

Resolution 2.1

1) according to ths constitution, the Indian
Republic is a seculsr state, which means, 'egqually
sceptical of ell religlous dogma' and not a state
englobing the dogma of all faiths;

2) elaboratlon of a common civil code includas
nelthar disputing the relative merits of various
religlous, civil systems, nor imposition of one
religlous caode to sll the peoples, nor a hotch-potch
melange.of diverse roligious stipulations;

3) the common civil code must repraesent s
uell-integrated schema based on eQuality, justice
and reasan;

&) evary citlzaen of tha Republic should be a-priori
aowt®t consldeared as Selng governsd by the common

R

civil code; houever eny citizen or his guardian a9
should have tha possibflity of opting for the ==
civil system of any of the sstablished;

S) the officlal judicial system should not intervens
in civil disputes betusen citizens opting for a :
given religlous code;

6) the diqﬁuta: batueen citizans optiny for s
single religious code be decided sccording to the
common civil codae, should any of the parties

take recourge to the officisl judicial system.
This Woman's cConference requasts the governmont to

prepare s draft of the common civil code glaborated
sbove.

2,2)RESOLUTION ON PROVISIONS RELATING TC
WOREN'S PROPERTY IN THE COMMON CIVIL CODE

This vomen's conferenca,

in vieu of,

1) the disputes relating to propertlies of
daughters;

2) ths vide prevalence of the doury system;

3) the large incidence of women's murders for
reasons releted to doury, property etc;

4)the need to provide economic support tc the
divorced,uidoved and sbandoned uvomen;

S) the unsutisfactory system of payment of
alimonys; and the humiliation of the separated
uomen in accepting slimony from the erstuhile
spousae.

resolvas as under:

Resolution 2.2

——

1) the irratlonelity of the existing system
pertaining to the women's property is a major
cause of gtrocities on uomen;

2) the lau relating to the property of a family
should be draun on the snalogy of e partnershi
firm. Every female, by virtue of birth {n the’
family, should obtafn rights to property on
equal terms ufith the male Lssuves;

3)every vomsn should have the right to exercise
her right (n parentsl property at the time of her
marriane, l.a. she should ba abla to claim. at
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the time of the uedding, her share in the futher's
snceatral property - movable end immovable on
fully equal terms;

a)  Similarly, in case of divorce or seperation,
sha should be sble to claim equal share for herself
as also for the children in her custody;

S) in vieu of the present social condition of
uomen, sll consent letters, signed or otheruise
authenticated by women that have the afcht :
conferring benefit on the parental / in-leus
household, should ab initfo void;

6) our sisters, the tribsl vomen, have bean denied
the adventages under the Hindu code. This
conference supports the urit-petition filed by the
Satya Shodhak Keshtakari Mehila Sabha on this
subject.

2.3) RESOLUTIONS ON EDUCATION OF GIRLS

This Uomen's conference,

express serlous concern that,

1) the number of illiterate women in the country
{s on the increasse;

2) the nusber of girls dropping out is sugmenting;

3) the difference betueen the educstionsl levels
of the boys and girls is uidening.

end resolves &s follous @

Rgsclution 2.3

hould
the structure and the system of education 3

;l elgboroted keeping in vieu the requirements
primarily of rural women;’

the economic
2) lsck of sducationsl facilities,
ity of parents and the risk involved in
t::aa:Somﬁnt o? school going girls constitute the
major hurdles for the education of girls.. Hence
demande immediate implementationo f the follouing

progremme;

lage-
cial srrengements should be mede in vil
:gh:gzn for special tuitions to girl-students upto
st leest three classes highor than t hose normally
offered at thes schools;

ious

t) comprehensive use should be made Of var
ajakompof external sducation e.g. correspondence
courses, televisfon netuvork and video courses etc.

3.1) RESOLUTIONS ON INSECURITY
This vomen's conference,

expresses eserious concern that,

1) the poverty, perticulsrly in the rursl area is
wersening; J

2) the economic policiss of the Government are the
prime csuse of the immiseration of the villages and
of the concentration of wealth in the hands of an
urban minority;

3) tho countryside is dominated by the 'Gunda’
leaders enriching themselves by squeezing the
co-operative societies etc; whiles the cities have
come under the influence of the criminagl 'Dadas’
bassed in slums;

4) consequent upon the economic policies of the
state the lau and order situation in both villages
and cities has deteriorated, insecurity is in

the air and alcohol, drugs, crime,fMatka and
Smuggling dominate the scene, the uorst affected
are tha women for wvhom even moving about freely

has become well nigh impossible, statistics of
attacks on wvomen and of rapes is on the increase,
the criminals have the protection of the police and
the politician, and the principal threat to uomaen
is posed by the police and the politician, in brief
strocities on women has become an integral part of
nationel politicel culture;

S) the incidence of atrocities on vomaen in the
communal riots- all englneered by politiclans is

grouving, snd the criminasls are sheltered under
excuses of political expediency.

this uvomen's conferance,
therefore condemns this humiliation of the womgnhood
and resolves that,

Resolution J.1.1

All crimes sgainst vomanhood- individual or collective
- must be fully investigated gnd the criminals
brought to books.

Resclution 3.1.2

Special courts of lau snd special vomen protection
officers endoued ulth comprehensive polfitical pouers
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i i to pursue
should be established in each district
cases of crimes against vomen. 30 that women can
live with a minimal degree of security.

Rasolution 3.1,3

tha most glaring example of the collective humiliation

of womanhood is provided by rapes on large:

number of women during the communal riots ia.Delhi,

betusen 1st end 4th November 1584, it has been

publicly contended that those responsible for these

strocities occupy lmportant positions of pouer,
not only have the criminels not been brought to

books but even the report investigating these crimes

hes been suppressed by the Government.
This women's Conference
varns the Government that,

unless the criminals of Uelhi riots sre escverly
punished before 31st Oecember 1986, thoussnds of
women Prom Maharashtre will stage an indefinite
plcketing demonstration of the Prime-Minister's
residence in order to glve expreesion to the
feelings on ths subject of the women in the
vhole country.

3,2) RESOLUTIONS OH SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION

This vomen's conferenca,
condemns

the govarnment policies concerning socio-ecnomic
development and th-lr.-ntl-f-rmer, inefficient
and corrupt execution:

and expresses concern that

uomen are the vorst sufferers of the present
sltuation; scarcity of uater makes their lifs
miserable, drought/femines force them to =
{nhuman Pamine-vork; inadequate provision of
schools, dispensaries, transport and means of
production affect their liv.s) particularly

harshly.

This confarence, therifora resolves that,

Rgsolution 3.2.1

Uomen should prepare themselves to march ihto the
cities a3 and uhen directed by the Shetkard
Sanghetana in order to sesk food, water and shelter
instead of going to relief workas for stone-bresking
and earth-work.

(BN}
S/

A\

Roeolutfon 3,2.3

In sccordsnce of the directive of the Shetkezi
Sanghatsne gll uomen should cesse to use Rajsevastras.
Purchese of Rajeevsstraec esven on occasions like
veddings should be escheved. They should not
patronise shops stocking Rajeevastras end

participate uhole hesrtedly in the bonfires of
‘Rajeevastrss.

3.3) RESOLUTIONS ON POLITICAL SITUATICK

Thie waomen's confersnce,

notes that,

all ths politicel end parochisl forces sre
drivln? the nation to repid ruinetion snd the
first indian Republic is on the point of
caollapse; -

the wvorst victims of the present system includs
not only thoss eerning their livelihood on
Agriculture, but women fram all esesctors of the
country. '

notﬁlnq in sight promises- @ political slternstive
that' uill esteblish s decenrslised democratic structurs,

the whole countryside: hes come under ths suway
of Gunda leadezs thriving on political power and
economic institutions;

" the resultent insecurity hss been, in perticular,
harmful to womsn.

This women's ‘confarence,

therefore resolves that

Rgsolution Np.3,3.1

uvith a vieu to bresking impssse all women in
Aoherashtre should unite to secure power’upto the
district lsvel, end uith this end in vieuw, all
uomen’s organisstions should come together snd
present @ unified list of pomen cendidetes in

the forthcoming u slections and requests the
Shetkeri Senghatana to support this initistive

on the part of the women in the Porthcoming

Zillg Parishad end the Psnchayst Semiti
elections.

ST A
X
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WE,

CHANDWAD'DECLARATION
{10 November, 1984)

a hundred thousand women, assembled
here at the historic +tounship of
Chandwad, on this the Tenth November

Ninteen Eightytsix;

belonging to different age groups,

‘various "~ gastes and diverse

religions;j

by? and large unfamiliar with even
" the first.of the three 'R’s, in vast

majority of , rural origin and in
quasi-totalify toilers on fields or
elsewhere;

in brief, womanhood of the nation in
microcosm;

DECLARE

purselves as fully human beings in
equal right with anyone elsej and

DEMAND

to be treated as such, in accordance
with our individual merits and
irrespective of all attributes
conferred by the accident of birth-
race, colour, - caste, creed, ¥aith,
language, wealth and, abaove all? of

gender,
3

SWEAR to free ourselves

of all the bonds that kept wus
in chains for 3jes;

cf all the suff=2rings, suppressions,
subardination, humiliation and
exploitation +that has been our lot
for a millenniuaj but above all

of fear- the pr:ncipal tyranniser of
wamanhood; and

DEZLARE our resolve 2qually

to liberate the male of the species
trom  -the tyranny of the quixotic
mask of warped masculinity that they

have had to bear for equally tully a
millennium.

WE are convinced that,

Whether they realise it or not,
women’s bondage ‘is fully as much
-men’s misfortune. Women's alienation
brings in man's estrangenent with
self. 1¢ womanhood:. symbolises
pathos, manhood can. not but
represent uncouth bathos. Women's
liberatiaon and men’s liberation are
only two sides of the same coin.

WE have waited

for aver a millennium to be able resume normal
life. When our foremothers discovered the
Sounties of agriculture,  they thought they
were or: the threshhdld of abundance and peace,
leaving behind, 'all the miseries. and
uncertainties of ‘the food-gathering  ang

hurting days,
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Unfortunately .the #first bountiful ' harJests
-thnessed . also the swarms of bandits
des":ndlng to plunder; Thus commenced. the new
batbiric age, popularlyscalled civilisation,
regiele viith loot, ‘pillage, -massacres,
abductions and destnuc&ton. 'Faced with' .the
coplents - the Pamdora’s box -she had

dﬁscovered, the viomen - had no alternative but
to acquiesce - in the rpallocation aof tasks.
Whole communities got pestructured to defend
themselves against attacks- some .from ne&ar.
othzrs fraom strange and distant lands. Faced
with the prospect of exte:mxnatzon men had- the
primary interest in- dclng the actual fighting.

Waman, marginally hand capped in . physical
combats due to her chfld bearing . and rearing
functions, had . to takq the supporfxve

auxiliary role. In timaes of combat, she had to
be hidden well protected witi other objects of
'‘plunder.The precportion of men . in all
‘societies,victors as; also vanquxshed, was
threatenxngly deplet@d Thus Sprang societies

in which male offsprings were a prized’
possessian and marshal arts the highest
accomplishment. Boys .were brought up to be
‘prepared, —-physically as. -well - as-
psychologically, r+for combats, Girls were
conditioned to be faceless reproducers o+
progeny and docile boosters of . the
testesterone levels of their protectors by a
hundred arts, words and privileges.

As a cunsequente' whoever the - winner, thé
women oOn either side were invariably the-
logsers. The vomenfolk of .the yictors-prabably
‘had some consolation in tbe use of .. the
plundered +finery. Bult in. all other respects
their plight ,as women, was axactly: lxke that

of the wenen of. the vanquished

What appeared in the beginning as =z temparary?9
response to an ehergency has since - then
settled down ag a system. so universal as to
appear. natural and eternal The plunder has
settied down as the most rémunerative activity
in - forms incrgasingly‘ retined "~ and
soghisticated. Bandits became political powers
ang: tusned  monarchs and later even
republicgns. Outright pxllage was replaced by
taxes, slavery, . corvee, ~ money-
lendxng,+eudalxsm, castes; - ° religions,
imperialism and finally by the native
colonialism of the post- Independence ena. But
the sophistication is only a thin veneerj they

all, essentially, are forms of brutal
pluhder Communities continue to be in- defence
formations ‘and  women  in. bondage  and
suppression. - The restructuring of roles in

the new barbaric age has brought about a split
and polarisation of the basic, balanced and
androgynous human personality. Women are now
caricatured as epitomes of all the soft and
submissive or passive and negative .
characteristics. Male models, on the other
hand, exaggerate the harsh and the -uncouth,
the positive and the bellicose.Both the female

. and the male of the species stand

simul taneously perverted.

The situation in this country of ours was
graver than anywhere els&., No other country an
the globe carries so many scars of intey nal
conflicts - and ‘successive invasions. - The
condition of the women here in the i9th
century marks perhaps the lowest ever and .
anywhere. Practices like 'sati’, tonsuring of
the widaws,total prochibition  on  education
provide only a few glimpses of the inhuman
fnjustice to women. The political stability
brought - by the British made possible some
Quick and sweeping reforms. The legislative
advances continued aven atter the Independence
and India has perhaps the most formidable
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WE,

-

not to be derogatory to- widows,
divorcees and abandoned women, and

. in particular to the victims of

atrocities;

;ﬁot"to depict women as comestible

articles overemphasizing the erotic
and the coquettish;  and nor to
suffer to see them thus depictedjand

‘finally

_not to let pass qnchaflenged.iany
Anjustice tc wcmen.

2 hundred thousand women gathered
“‘here at Chandwad, finally

SOLEMNL Y ~RESOLVE

to"Acarry the message of 4this

declaration to the women in all the
TiGOKS ‘and corners of the globe, wWilth

all “%he strength and means at our

disposal..

CHANDWAD,

10" NOVEMBER

¥ ¥







