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the yvear 1956 and enqu i ’15!‘1 in \Nhl b vear,
the tounder of this journal, Shri BB, Lotwalia
exsired. The founder's powerful hand having hean
withdrawn by his passing sway in 1871, from
the affairs refating to this iournal, the financial
rasources of this jpumal, became mors and more
Hited, fl1 at last in the vear 1987, the jouma!l
ceased iz publication. To add 1o the financial
difficuities the joumal had 1o face, the Govern-
meni of indis headed by the Prime Minister Mrs,
indire Gandhi, declared Emergenhcy’ in the veay
1976, which continued 1l the beginning of the
yaay 1877 when The Janata Government which
came to power, revoked 11 The Jourmal rema%nea@
closed  during the pericd of Emergency’. Thig
matizt  has  heen nparticularly mentioned and
dizcussed in the "Editeria!l’ published in the issu
of the journal dated Januvary, 1879 on s
seappeatance. The said Editonal with the heading
AT OUT POST AGAIN s reproeduced in this
hrochure,

The selsctions & Part H, have been made
on the same imeé;' ard format as those in Part L
They begin with the life-sketch of the laig B B
totwsalla followed by articles contributed by
different writers which are arranged subisct-
WSS

The Book-Heview of the ook The Libsris-
rian Alternative published hersin, iz intended
1o give ithe reader a broad outiing of Libertanan
decdogy and ite practice,

in the latier part of his lite, the foundsr
of this joumst evinced a great interest in ‘Singls
Tax System’ propounded by Henry Georags, The
British  Economist  of  the  19th  century,
Accordingly, two articles on this subiect have
heen included in these selections and the readers,
it can be hoped, will {ind tham interssting and

could come 1o a country, whether Wesiem or
Fastern through Fresdom’ and not necessarily
hrough Blood and Tears' a3 spelled out by
Soviet Communism and Chinese Maoism,

White this journal has naver spproved of
the pelicy of ‘Nonalignmeni in foreign relations,
iolowed by the Indisn Govermment in the
sitermath of India’s freedom the article ‘india’s
Forsign Policy Yindicated' neverihiess Suppors
india’s foreign policy, with special reference 10
the allaged ‘Bussisn Gooupation of Aighanisthan’
ag being realistic and fruitful in the matier of
safeguarding the interests of secular and forward
looking 'tndia that s Bharat’ surrcunded  as it
e by  Muslim  fundamentalist  nations like
Pakistan and Bangla Desh.  Secularization of
Musiim nations of West Asia is the nesd af the
hour in West Asian poiitics and India must
weleome such & process wheiher it be initiated
by communisi Russia or a democtatic  Western
Syate. Modemism 1 e, mode of sclentific and
rationa!  shinking  and  Hving  wift  one day
ineviiably overcome atl seliglous  and social
ohseurantism sull struggling 10 survive i SCME
paris of the world  The question iz how and
by what means 7 As the indian political revelu-
tignary thinker, the late My B M. Roy put it
I democratic countries be found wanting n
nerve and dive o accomplish this  historical
task, it 15 more than lkely that communist cou-
niries would achisve this goal sven with &ll
their military strength and  might coupled  with
the imposition of their political and SLORGMIC
aystems which might, in the first instance, appeal
to the imagination of the hungry mithons of even
the hackwssd Dus relfigiously fanatical countries
of West Asia. 1t iz encouraging o note that
this view which i rather 2 major departure from
tha view commonly held in the Tndian poidics!



circles is slowly gaining gréund, as could bs seen
fromy s small  but  instructive booklet named
‘Practical Socislism’ brought cut by Mr. Nilkant
R. Khadilkar, the Editer of the Marathi Daily
‘Wavakal’ which is attracting & good deal of
attention from the yvounger sestions of public
opinion in the courtry. The article on Davan’s
vigit 1o india’ exposes india Goverament's Pro-
Arab policy visa-a-vis lsrasl.

Coming to domestic problems India is faced
with, the articles bring to bear an objective and
dispassionate mind on them such as Reservation
of seats not only for Harijans i. e. untouchables
but also for the so called ‘backward’ castes; Lab-
our unienism in India; pseudo-secularism of polit-
ical leaders; future of the Congress Party; Lang-
uage policy for India; Rationalism and Secular
Humanism.

in fine., the present Editor and Compiler
must add a word of heart-felt thankfulness 1o
Miss. Kusum R. Lotwalla, the Managing Director
of Liberiarian Publishers Pvt. Lid., Bombay and
mMr. K. B. Rao, the Director and Secretary of the
gaid company, for their valuable co-opsration,

assistance  and  guidance, in compiling thase
sedections and presanting them 1o the Fublic,

This Part |} is also dedicated along with
Part | to the cherished memory of the Late Miss.
Bachuben Lotwalla. Her passing away in 1982,
was quickly followed by the sad death of her yo-
unger brother Kishore R. Lotwalla in September
1883 ar the age of seventy which leaves Miss
Kusum K. Lotwalla as the only surviving mem-
ber of the Lotwalla family to carry on as she
has been all along deing the ideological and
humanitarian work of her ilustrious Father
R. B. Lotwalia.

The present Editor and Compiler had been
contributing editerial notes to the journal from
1860 to 1981 and on the suggestions received
after the publication of Part - | from friends and
weli-wishers, such Editcrial notes as have been
included in these selections have been initialled
as D. M. K. at the end.

B. M. KULKARNI
Editer and Compiler

March, 24, 1984,
Bombay.
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The sad passing away of She RANCHHODDAS
BHAVAM LOTVATA on  12th  March 18971 ar
Geolati in Masik District, ot the sge of 35
prings to a close a glorious  life and career
dedicated to the cause of Human Freedom.

Bom of an ornhodox middle class Hindu
tamily of Halat bLohana caste of Bombay, Mr.
LOTWALA, by sheer dint of his izients and
industry, rose 10 be a successful busingssman
owning A Foller Flour Mill in Bombay, in about
the year 1900, at the young age of 25, a press-
Baron, owning, The HINDUSTAN PRESS and
The Hindustan” Daily in about 1915, which
was renamed in 1926  as ‘HINDUSTAN PRAJA-
BMITRA. He was i fact, a silant bt dynamic
force behind all radical and  progressive move-
ments that ook root 0 indis during the  first
pari of this century, szuch as The Arva Samaj
Hindu Reform movernant, Leftist Socialism, the
Indian movement for Nationa! Freedom, Bivth
Control, Removal of caste and untouchability
and above all, Libsrtarianism, whit s a practical

Shri B, B, Lotvalas

Yooy

The Prophet of
Hi

A Life-Sketch.

nan Freedo:

By B, M. Xolkami

form of Philosophical Anarchism into  which he
had been initiated by Mr. M ET. ACHARYA in
Germany 0 1932 and 1o which ideology Mr.
LOTVALA was wedded in the fatter part of his
Hife. As Mir. 3. A DANGE the Communist Lsader
with whom Mr. LOTVALA was closely associated
in propagating the Communist dociring in India
from 19192 o 1829 has put it, “Had it not besn
for My, R.B. LOTVALA, Leftist Radicalism would

have been delaved in INDIA at least by two
decades’’

In Indian politics, he always associated him-
self  with e, VITHALBHAL  PATEL,  and
SUBHASHCHANADRA BOSE in  thelr  uiade
against what they considered o0 the irraticnal
aspects of Gandhism such as 1he cult of the
Chiarkha, Absolute Monvictence and  bringing reli-
aion into secular  politics, In fact VITHALBHAL
PATEL'S political office was located on the
Zad floor of Arve Bhavan, Sandhuest Road,
Bombay, where  Mr.  LOTVALA vesided  This

friendship lasted throughout, till death separated
tham.



This anti-Gandhism of Mr. LOTVALA which
was propagated through his newspapers and
journals of the Hindustan Press and Advocate
of India Press, made them unpopular and brought
Me. LOTVALA into huge losses, to the tune of
three lacs of rupees In 1944, he sold out the
Press and his ‘newspaper concern. But in the
Post-Ereedom period Mr. LOTVALA kept up his
propaganda in favour of L;bertana: Thought and
Free and Open Society based ‘on ‘Minimum Gov-
ernment and Free and Private Enterprise without
monopohes. through: the columns of “'The Indian
Libertarian’* the Fortnlght!y 10urnal edited by
his daughter Miss KUSUM LOTWALLA. This
movement for a ‘Free Way . of Living,’ it might
be truly said, sowed the seed of the Swatantra
Party and the movement for forging a Democratic
Aliiance which are much in the news to-day.

To ensure the continuance of his Libertarian
and Social Reform movements in the country.

it encourages publications on Libertarian thought
and grants scholarships to School and College
studenis. The R. L. Trust runs a Hostel for post-
graduate students: and researchiworkers .in. Hum-
anities, Treae coﬁ ssal ahamies maciﬂ By M
LOTVALA, in- the “left him only a bare -
mum of the: _ﬁfiun that he had ‘built “tp for
himself thmugh ‘his Flour Milling busmess, just
encugh for meetlng ‘the. expenses of | ' his “éstabli-
shment at Deolali where he passed hlS last days

of quiet retirement “in  his cosy hermitage in
'Ram Baug’" e ' .
Mr. LOTVALA-is survived by his cultured

and well-educated family consisting of his son
Mr. KISHOR LOTWALLA and daughter-in-law
Mrs. MUMTAZ LOTWALLA, both being well-
Known figures in the world of Bombay sporis;
Miss BACHUBEN LOTWALLA his eldest dau-
ghter. the distinguished social worker of Bombay:
and Miss. KUSUM LOTWALLA his  youngest
daugher, the devoted co-worker and collaborator

Mr. LOTVALA created two Trusts solely out :
of his own funds. The R. L. Foundation mainta- in Mr. LOTVALA'S journalistic and ideological
ins-one of the finest Libraries in the city of wiotk,
Bombay and a Free Reading Reom and besides,
—f . L Aprii 1971
The guickest Way to Prosperity
“The quickest and surest way to production, prospe-

Crity and economic growth s
best way for governments 1o
is to establish Justice. to

to  secure the
liberty which

erty and
economic

‘domestic peace and tranguility,
blessings
means to
in the way of private enterprise.”

through private enterprise. The
encourage private enterprise
enforce contracts irisure
to protect private prop-
of ‘Liberty inciuding
stop putting obstacles

0

~Henry Hazlitt.

' Freedom is Indivisible

“Far me it is natural that the wman standing for a
' free economic society at home belongs also in the van
- of fighters for a free economic division of work in the

- world and for close intarstate cooperation.”’
—Prof. Von Mises.
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Bationalist's Task in india

By R. B. Lotvala

it is often contended that rationalism is
fast spreading in India. But | feel doubtful
of it when | see the hold that the obscure
forces of occultism, mysticism  and reaction
have ioday not only on the undeucated masses
but even on the intelligentsia of the country.
Onty a fortnight back 1t was reported in the
newpapers that a group of some sixty Peisons
belonging to the “Educated” middle class.
having literarily believed the story that the
world would come to an end precisely at 715
P. M. on the 14th July 1960, as predicted by
some mystics, fled to Poona to 1ake refuge
‘n the Mahabaleshwar hills in the hope of
saving themselves from ine cataclysmic fiood
that was out to destroy the world After
spending several hours in prayers, anxiety and
panic there, they found at last that nothing
dreadful had happened even after the fateful
hour and returned home duly thanking their
Gods for the Providential mercy It would De
interesting 1o investigate the number of cases
which assumed a similar turn and the number
of individuals who solemnly prepared them-
selves to meet their fate in a similar manner
on that day elsewhere in the country. One
can observe the growing influence of rysti-
cism and of pssudo-sciences like astrology
and palmistr\i even on the mentally emanci-
pated The costly wtuals and ceremonies on
pocassions of  births, marriages and deaths
are observed unabated. The caste system tho-.
ugh its rigidity has somewhat loosened has
not fost its sway on the higher echelons of
the Hindu socisty Taboos of all sorts on
eating and drinking though they have adjus ed
themselves to the demands of medemn tife
continue ic be observed Meanwhile the gods
‘have multiplied as if in sympathy with our

rising poputation and idolatry is still a pro-
minent from of our religiousness. In short,
rationaiism has received a set-back.

f Rationalism has failed to make much
headway in India, it is partly due to the apa-
thy shown by the majoriry of rationalists to-
wards their own Cause. Their inability to
continue the ‘Indian Rationalist” independently
for instance is a pointer. There are several
other causes responsible for the stunted
growth of Rationalism in india, like the deep
seated hold thar religicn has had on the minds
of the Indian masses for thousands of vyears,
the mass lifiteracy and their abysmal ignora-
nece, the limited resources at the disposai . of
the rationalists to cawy oR their work. stc.
gBut here 1| would confine -myseli to three
factors that tend tG neutraisie their en_d;eax)o— :
ur and would ask my fellow-rationalists to
take cognizance of them. '

The primary force that retards the march’
of rationalist thought in indian is Gandhlsm" '
which is the very anti-thesis of Ratmnahsm
but which unforiunately still dominates the bulk'
of the potitical minded. Gandhism which arose
a5 a modest doctrine with the limited objective
of righting the British, Goveinment by the method
of non-violence has come to stay as one -of the
most powerful ideologies in post-independent
tndia, Keeping alive, the worst forms of obscu-
rantism, anti-scientism and reaction as preached
by the Mahatma. The uncrupulouseness with
which  Gandhi drew the student-world into
political strike 1o serve his ends has left a
deleterious effect on the present siudent gene-
ration, and is responsible for the large- -scale
student-indiscipline and the chaotic conditions in
the Universities today as exemplified by the



aumerous incidenis of assaulis on he Profee
ssors, burning of question papers and other
farme of irational conduct on the part of the
students. What is worst, Gandhism has imporied
an slement of hyprocrisy in our nationat life
spet has turned s adherenis into zchirophrenics
By no streich of imagination the heavy-raachi-
né building industries, the gigantic stegl plants
.. Our modern temples” . . that our rulers
are planping to eyect at prohibitive oos's can be
reconcileed with the crude villags €Conomy sus
tained by the primitive charkha and handiciafis
as visualised by the highpriest of indian react-
ion, not the huge, ever-expanding and sout de-
stroying  bureauciaiic Frankenstein that the ap-
sstfes  ofGandhism have sreated today would
sver fit in with the simple village-centered, pri-

mordial decentralised econamic ideal, and does

aot  worry  our rolers, the political hebs
of ihe mahatma. Obviously this
intellectual  feat by wihich ore  could
asccommoedate diametrically  opposed ideas

thaze trained in the

is possible only for
subtigties of Gandhian shought, Gandhism i
antithetical to honest and scientific thnking.
Bationalists therefore owe it 1o themselves 1o
counier the claim of Ghandhism by  exposing
it fallacies, its equivocation and its  irrational
elements and wean the would-be adherents
&W'ay fram ihis rsactionary cult. The Charkha-
orientad mind must by rapiaced by a scientific
framic of mind.

The second  major obstruction (o ationalist
thinking comss irom the proponents  of what
is called ~lndia’s spiritwal glory” the political
vepresentatives of which are found in the ranks
of the Hindu Mahasabha, K55 and Jan Sangh.
The mare vociferous exponants of our Spiri-
tual Culiure” idealise the pasi, the more they

rationaiise s faulis and glorily our culiurs
backwardness.

tncidentally, | once wrote o a professor
given to revel in the glorfication of “Our

spiritual cuolture” and asked him  whether poly-
andry, idolatry, widowburning and  chiid marri-

" ;e L o P O T |
age constituted our Spiriual

sher the caste-system was a badae of our spi-
ritualism, whethse the Sudras had plage in our

Cudiure”™, whe-

spiritual system, and i owr spirlival prowess

was so supefior why were we halpless slsvas
o foreigniers for centuries together. The professor
stopped corresponding with me.

the upholders of our spirtival culivre assert
that there is sometiing etemaily valid' sam-
thing sacred and somithing trystic in our wisdom
institution and scripturss.  lndia  has a special
message for the rest of the world. This chauvini-
s has assumed such proportions that the prop-
onenis of aur spintual cutture” net only decry
everything that is nof Indian in character but
refuse to concede that ths products  6f Capii-
alist civilisation could have been kaown (o
o West at g time, when in point of  fact we
weig strangefs to science. According to them
the clue to atomic physics can be found in the
Vedas, ae oplanes were used in ithe Epic period
and tha answer 2 Marx can be found in Manuw,
They do not belisve in the devices of modern sci-
ence and rationalism, which have no use for them
They do not want to have a breach, with the past.
Sanaked in the hoary tradition of religious orth-
odoxy, the upholders of spiritual atavism keep
alive the vision of an elusive ideas future based
on the fictious glorious past.  Apart  from
the fascist irend that the from of ultrenation-
alism can introduce in our body-politic, it iz the
greatest stumbling block that could shut up the
doors  of scientific  knowledge and expsrience
which the West has accurmuliated for over a cen-
tusy and which we are yet to borrow from her.
Hationalistg shouid forestal the retrogression that
wauld set in our national lie if the resctichary

apostles of  indian  sipiritoalism had  their
DN WAy,
Thirdly and paradoxically enough, the causs

for the set-back to Hationalism is ¢ be sought
in the nature and charactar of rationahism Hsif
Unlike reiigion, Rationalism  as an  intellectual
maovemeni does not offer a ready-made creed

o belisve in and act upon, The rfomanticism
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akionalist

By §. Ramanathan

{ Reprinted from the issue of this Journal dated August 1960 §

{ The Late S. Ramanathan was a close ration—
alist Associate of i B. Lotvals and was the
President of the Rationalist Assqciation' ot
tndia and heliped him in work of propagating
rationalism in India

—Editor

RANCHODDAS BHAVAN LOTWALA is one
of the leading Rationalists of India and
occupies a prominent place in the financial
world of Bombay. He is a self-made man.
Although he is to-day an advanced thinker
associated with the most progres sive moveme-
nts and organisationg in india, he was borm in
a middie-class family which was sunk in reli-
gious superstition. How Lotvala overcame this
double handicap of material condition and
intellectual background of his early surrounding
is a faselnating study.

Lotvala was bom in the year 1875 in the
Null Bazar Area of Bombay, which is the most
crowded locaiity in that over-crowded City.
His father ran a small flour shop which the
son developed into the flourishing four Mill
which adorns the Duncan Road now. The
famiily were devoted followers of the Gosain
cult, whose leaders were known as Vallaba-
charias. As adherents of this cult, whether
male or female, were enjoined to submit the-_ir
minds and bodies to the wishes of the pri-
ests even as the Gopis surrendered their bodies
and minds to Lord Krishna. This led 10 obscene
practices at the instance of the religious prec-
eptors who, by the promise of spiritual honour
and cefestiai happiness after death, subjected
their followers to minister 10 their corrupt
pleasures. Lotvala's grand-father occupied &
high rank in the hierarchy of this cult. He was
a pucca Marjadi, who was prohibited from

{ Continued from Page No. 4}
hopes and lures, solace and comforts however
imaginative they may be-which religion offers
are necessarily lost in the rationalistic mode of
thought and existence, and consequently ration-
alism is devoid of an emotional appeal. To an
average layman it is dry and colourless. Emotion
divorced from reason is irrational: but reason
without emotion is barren. Rationalist propaganda
therefore should charge itself with some more
colour and appeat, keeping unimpaired however its
devotion to truth and intetlectual honesty. The late
Mr. M. N. Roy did it well in postulating Man
in place of God thus lending a colourful app-
eal to his Humanist movement and 1o define
its goal as restoration of Man o himself to
enable him to realise his own creative poten-
tials without the aid of supernatural powers.
It would be decidedly fruitful for the Ration-
alists to establish a close contact with the Ra-
dica! Humanist movement now gaining mome-
ntum in Iadia. It wouid then be easier  for

them to achieve their immediate objective of
liberating man from political despotism and spi-
ritual authoritarianism.

The task of Rationaiists in india however,
is a sisyphus labour. For a long time to come
they will have to grapple with the tyranny of
superstitions sought 1o be glorified as our
culture. A political revolution has been achie-
ved: but a social revolution whaich ought to
have preceded it has lagged behind. The old
reactionary forces are stifl at work and the
dead weight of the feudal past is hanging op-
pressively on the present. But the Rationalists
should march ahead with their mission despite
momentary set backs and keep the torch of
Reason alive.

(Repreduced from the issue of this Journal
dated 9 August 1960.)

— 1. L. May 1975



drinking water which was not drawn by him

geif from the well and who should nea eal any

food which was not cooked by himsstf, 11 s
from this depth  of supersiition that Loivala
attain 1o the heights of Free Thought and
Rationalism by the shasr effort of his own e
teltect. He was helped in the achisvement ol
this viciery by the assiducusness with  which
he  studied books of  modern libera!l thought
He had the benefit of cducation  but
his further studies at college  wers  intenuped
by the sudden deaih of his father obliging him
1o take chargs of the family business. Although
nis time was fully occupled in looking after
his business interests which he gradually expa-
nded o prodigious proportions untii he suc-
ceeded in bulding up a touwr mili at Duncan
Aoad he never relaxed his devoiion o study
and he eagsrly devoursd alt avalable books
Phiiosophy, Economics  and

higher

o Solence.
Politics.

He was enabled in his early age to grad-
uvally escape from the demoralising cult into
which his ancestors had  falien by the libera-
fising influence of the Arva Samaj movemsnt
i which young Lotvala participated  with  his
wonted enthusiasm. His foreign travels which
were regular annual events underiaken to study
the latest improvemenis in flour mill machinery
and to purchaze them for incorporation in his
mill, brought hirn in contact with several foreign
writers of pmgresgive' thought.  Two such can-
ires wers the Fabian Society and the Rationalist
FPress Association in London whose publications
he eagerly devoured aad with whose leaders fie
frisndship. Thus he got
advancad thought of

cultivated  intbmaie
aquainted with ths
the world and he gradually disemtangled himsalt

Arya Samaj

105t

from the theocratic set-up of  the
which though it helped him onginally 1o rele
himself from the fentacies of the Vallab

a5

was  yet proving a hindrance to the free
lopraent of his mind i consonance with modern
entightenmeni. He was one of the foundsrs of
of india which had

the Rationiist Association

its headquaters in Bombay.

o

their joumal The Haasg

in ths

hatned
Agsociation with 14

tion was wound un, he
of the indian Hationahisi
head-quarters a1 Madias, He is a life membar of
of that Asscclation and when their journal ~The
indian Hationaiist” ran inte difficuities he gene-
rously agreed io get it published a3 a monthly
supplemant to his “indian Libsrtarian’ published
in Bombay.

It was this intimsie Association with liberal
thought that opened his eves to critical apprai-
sal of 1he movemsnt in India for Mational Libe-
ration from forsign yoke which was conducted
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, Whils
the masses were overwhelmed by the emotional
appeal made by the Mahatma who rode on e
crest of a politico-religons upsurge,  Lotvala
was able 1o distinguish the good from the bad
in the movement While he supporied the demand
for Swarai he did nol encourags and  indsed
fought the Msahatima to cal! forth tha restoration
ot the Khilafat which was & political religious
hegemocny of the Tukish suitan and which be-
came ohsolete snd died a neiursl death Lot
vala’s incisive imiellect also fathomed the cruds
revivaiism, implicit in the Khadl movement, As
an advocaie of modern science and  technology
he opposed the atternpt of Mahatms Gandhi o
revive the spiiming wheel. It was thereiore a
difficult position Lotvala occcupied in lndian
politics. He conducted the dailly paper which
supported the Gandhian movement in sl the
healthy feaiures but did not flinch from crifici-

ising and  rdicehing i whanever it went
wrong.  This criticel approach to the national
problem was not a mongy-making  propositi-

o and henca his  papsxr though 11 eidoyed
popularity, was nevertheless a financial loss and
wound up. But Lotvaia had  built
his business acumen 1o
that this loss did not det-
continuing  his  likzral policy
and spending mongy in aciive propaganda for
the advancement of all progressive thought n

the communist movemesnt and indeed was respo-

had (o be
Bz fortune
such  an extent
ef him  from

through



asibie for building up D splended library of pMar
yizn titerature in Bombay 10 wimich all young @8-
piranis 10 eftist poltcs crowded. Many of
the leading leftist politicians In India to-day bad
thair initiation and traiing  ia politics in the
eaidsr of books 30 lhberaily supplied by Lot
yala. Loivala has an active ming and 15 eVer

i search of new ideas  aned  progressive th-
ought Discovering  the totalitarian  trend D
international communism  he  as girded up s
ioins to  fight the same and 15 NOW well-
known as one of tne most formidable OPPRo-
nents of That sehonl of thought. He IS oW
wodded 1o thz propagation of Libertarianism
which owes It origipn 1o gskunin and Kro-
potkin  who represented  the anii-Marxist sch-
ool of Anarchism in the first  Intetnational.
However, this advanced thought though Theo-
retically iustifiable has ot yei found appli-
caron o current politics.  Hence Loivala 18
obliged 1@ conduct plonesnng work which has
not yet gained vogue in actual praciice, This
s a difficult wask which may detey weakel D8-
eple. Butl Lotvala is not afraid af the isplation
and  the intellectual  adventure which has can
used him  financial lass - anif T whose besefic
cicent resuits can- be paig only by the futu

re guneiation.
o

The special  value of Lotavaia's life s
{he lesson that it veachaes and ssts the ex-
ample that it provides for the Indian inieil-
ectusl. Tt is & common phenomenon i this
coundry ihat highly educated Indians are le-
ading a double Wfe  They are” victims of a
ceqtain schixophrenia, 2 glaring divorce heiw-
gen precept and practice. Graduates in sciencs, and
and even Schoiars with international reputalion,
onserve the ciudssi supersiition prances in the
pame of religion. when confronted by Crtics.
they put up 8 shame-faced justification  thst
they could not with stand  the  prassure of
their familles. especially  thei womenfolk’
iz kinds of duplicity s @i the bottom of
the strength of the ocaste system  and  1hz

persigiance with which caste obseivances are
kept up rigidly in tha homss of high offie-

Adrminisiratars  and Busings

financiers who conirgl the  share
markets arg not ashamed 0 posirae ihe fuil
langhts of thebr podies at  the feet of the
charyas Sadhus andd  other  religious frauds
egxploit the masies promising them a g in
the Taiz s where L oivala, the Hationalist
chines ahove all others. Although  bomn and
pred up a8 community of seligiously bacws-
(d Gosains, he is isday the leading Ratiofi-
shist of  india, not only i his intelieciual
attainmenis and understanding of the principlas
of iatigpalism but in his meticulous  practice
of it as evidenced by hig discarding every ve-
stige of religious superstition in the private life
of himself and his family, Mor iz rationlism  just
a political expedient with Lotvala. as 15 undo-
ubtediy the case of our Prime Minister Pa-
ndit  Mehru, who spofis his sationalism when
the occasiop suits  hime put is  conient
to conform and 1o fun the crowd in rel-
ieicus  Melas and Festivals ust 1o avoid ro-
able with the orthodox and fo gan more
populanty o fimself. Nehru walks the pri-
metose path by prefending o be sverything
10 averybody and being devotad 1o nothing
particular Bt Lotwala  is made of siemer
staff,  He sticks 10 his gung  Ccome what,
may. With  his fing  inieligctual attain-
menis, with s financial strength, with his
intimate fricndship with Vithalbhai Patel and
Metajl Suphash Chandia Bose, with his per-
sonal relationship. with Mahatms Gandhi, with
the influsntial posiiion ke built up by owner-
ship of a popular daily newspapet, Lotvala could
have fisen o personal eminence and coud have
secyrad anvihing wrends. But Lotvala scormed.
success® He is deveted (o principles. He worships
sruth, feads the hard ife. now as always. Succ.
ass ts still in the womb. §1 benefits the fuiure,
the next generation, Lotvats is a  painfindss, a
plonesy.

L May 1878




Some Important years and events in

1888
1893
1894

1900
1904

1911

1913

916

1918

© Birth - in

-Fabian Socialist

Events

Jamblt Mohola, near NulH
Bazar, Bombay.

Marriage with Premkorebai *

Passed his Matricllation from Elphin-

stone School.

‘Death of father Bhavan which cut short

his college education in F. Y. Arts.
Purchased a Flour Mill which he devei-
oped into a Roller Flour Mili within
a decade. '

Became Editor of ‘Arya Prakash' the
Arya Samaj iournal, was appointed, Vice
President of Arya Samaj, Bombay, which
position he held for more than two

‘decades.

First trip to Europe, foilowed by simi-
lar trip . every vyear {ill 1937, donated
Rs. 5000/~ to the Depressed Class Le-
ague of Mr. Shinde and became its
President.

Trip to Engiand came into contact with
Bernard Shaw and Sydney Webb. the
leaders, became a
Socialist and Rationalist, Became a
proprietor of ‘Hindustan press‘ and Hi-
ndustan’ a Gujarati daily.

Donated As. 1000/- 1o Gandhiji‘s Sab-

-~ armati Ashram.

Meeting with Vithalbhai Patel for the

first time.

1919

1821

1922

1824

1932

1833

1837
1944
1947

1954

1871

Shri R. B. Lotvala’s Life & Career

Accompsained Vithaibhal Paie!l in his
political mission to England and deifr-
ayed his expenses.

First meeting with Mr. S. A. Dange
with whom he was closely asscciated in
propagating the Communist Doetrine
tifl 1929,
Thundering campaign against Gandhiji
and his ideas through “Mindustan”.
Purchased ‘Advocate of India Press’ and
its daity English Newspaper,
First meeting with Subash Bapu with
Vithalbhai at Vienna.
Greatly influenced by Mr. M. P. T. Ach-
arya’'s description of Communist terror
in Russia and his growing interest in
Philosophical Anarchism; Vithalbhai
Patel's death at Vienna at which Mr.
Lotvala was present.
Last trip to Europe.
Presses and Newspapers sold out.
Started ‘The Libertarian Social institute’
and its organ ‘Libertarian Socialist’.
He turned his proprietory concern of
the Duncan Road Flour Mill into Bha-
van Jivraj Co. Pvt. Lid: created R. L.
Foundation and R. I. Trust; founded
“The Indian Libertatrian™ a fortnightly
journak.
Expired peacefully, at the age of 95 on
March 12, 1871 at Deolali in Nasik
District where he lived, in his old age.
-k L. May 1975



Tre bibertariar Alterrabive to

Basiness,

LIBERTARIANISM

Big

Big  Governmert and

Big Dbaboar

By D. M. KULKARNI

( The Book-Review, it can be hoped, will give in brie

The Twentieth Century which carried further the
Industrial Revolution that began initially in Eng-
land towards the end of the 18th Ceniury
arid then spread far and wide in Western :Eur-
ope and America in the 19th Century. has: not
been an unmixed blessing. With its. method ef
mechanised production, resulting. in increased
stendard of living in developed countries, it has
admittedly developed some ugly features such
as statismv buttressed by Big Business both in
private and puplic sectors with their - inevitable
concomitant of Big Labour. These three features
have been siowly but surely ercding the funda-
mental freedoms of the individual, - be-. he &
citizen, businessman or . worker who has  been
almost reduced to the position. of a mere €09
in -the .wheel of gigantism.’ S$o_far Communist

dictatorial countries are concerned, the Individual.

liberties as such. do not exist at all and Siatism
has pervaded not only seats of Governmental
power and authority but also economic and social
life of the society, though it has become fash-
jonable in Communist cireles 1o glorify the
extinetion of human liberty as Haven of freedom’
almost reminding one . of the indian spirtual
goal of merger of the individual ego into the
universal consciousness 1. e. Nirvana.

With the era of growing prosperity ushered i
by industrialism in the 19th Century and begin-
ning of this Century. Incividualism appeared to
have it never so good. But Gigantism entered

f an idea of what Libertarianism stands for. —Editor }

not only business and trade but also State Go-
vernments. Labauf became more mechanised and
t.abour Unions grew in size and became tight-
fisted and occupied themselves with regimenting
labour force under the strict control of alt
powerful labour jeadars. Statism gained supreme
control over the bodies and lives of men Indu-
stria! Big Houses and Stale Governments joined
hands in contrelling production and distribution.
Big. Governmenis - sométimes sided with Big
Business to put down’ Big Labour and at other
times sided with Big Labour to tame Big Business.
The common people i. e: small pbusinessmen and
unorganized waorkers and what is more. the cun-
sumers werg completely ignored, the only
alternative before: them. being 10 obey and serve
the Big Goverment, Big Business and- Big Lab-
our if they wanted to service and eke out &

‘living, and in the process the individual’s long

cherished values of freedom and liberty were
sacrified.

RBut moral values and economic laws have
had their own tevenge in the course of the
middle and latter parts of the Centruy. Chaos
reigns everywhere both in Communist and Cap-
italist Worlds on all fronts, sociai, economic
and political since both these parts of the Worid
have as their goal, gigantism in every department
of life. I Russia there has been managerial
revolution and in U. 8. the Federal Governmeni’s
power is increasing day by day and people are
now feeling that it must be curbed.



In this situation, the World has been groping
in the dark for a ay: out,

“The Libertarian Alternative’'—Tibor K. Machan
Editor, Neison Hal Co. . Pub, 325 W Jackson

Bivd, Chicago. 111:60606. Price.$ 12.50 The book

contains 37 essays by eminent writers on seven
greas. Justice, Liberty and the individual;
and Societies; Contemporary Statism; Fres So6i

ety and Foreign Affairs Economics and the Fres

Market The Free Society, Prospects and Obsta-
cles to Freedom. These essays have been written
by 30 respected exponents of Libertarianism
among whom are included Prof. Mises, Henry
Hazlitt, F. A. Hamper, Milton Friedman, Nat-
haniel Branden Musray Rothbard, John Hospers

Anne Wortfham and Yale Brozen Joan Kennedy
Taylor,

FUNDAMENTALS

The Essay on ‘What Libertarian is’ by John
Hospers will help the reader who is stranger 1o
Libertarian thought understand the fundamental
idea underlying the Libertarian Political
Social philosophy that ~ Every person is the
owner of his own life and no one is the owner of
any one elses’ life and that consequently every
human being has the right 16 act in accordance
with his own choices unless those: activities
infringe on the equal liberty of other human
beings to act in accordance with their choides !
From this fundamantal doctrine; the writer
thinks, flow other ptinciples one of which is
that inventors of utopia have no right 1o play
with the lves and fruits of the labour of
human beings be able to remake the
World according 1o their weird visions. For
instance, in order o achieve a worthy goals of
five Year Plans, forcible collectivization of
peasants will become necessary and this s
inconsistent with Libertarian doctrine, Accord-
ing io the writer nobodys wealth shouid be
allowed 1o be fair game for Government loot
even for good purposes even as theft of money
by & robber is: not jusiified by the fact that
he used it to help his injured mother. In short

just 1o

for: an  alternative. = . .~
This alternative has been ‘suggested inthe baok

State

and-

i0

. ssible. Depriving you of
# % you of the ‘means by which you live. Every one

the Libertarian  Doctrine is embedded in the

- ughts gfiman. to lzfe,_hberty, property and fruits

s'" %ahouf The writer 'ipertmenfiy ohserves,
People often defand the rights of life and liberty,

of

. but demsgrate property i ghts and yet the righito
- property is as basic as’ the  other two.

Indeed
without property rights, no other rights are po-
property is depriving

of these rights entails a duty, true—but the
duty. is only that of forbearance—that is of re-
framing from violating the other person‘s right.’

~These rights were not, adds the writer created
by Government.

its duty is only to recognize
and protect them against aggressive activities
of those who viclate them. To recognize and
protect  such  rights, is 1o enforce the
conditions to a normal social life. Quoting the
famous words of Trotsky describing Stalin's
regime 'Who does not obey shall not eat,” the
writer goes on to say that in a society -wheare’
men are not free privately: to own the material
means of roduction, their position is that of slaves
whose lives are at the absolute mercy of their
rulers and suggests as an antidote to this. vicious
trends of Statism, the Libertarian Alfernative
of limiting the role of Government to the use
of retaliatory force against those who  have
initiated s use and such governmental use of
force shouild not enter into any other area ‘such
as religion, social organisation and economics.
Libertarianism supports conly laws protecting
such rights but vehemently opposes laws protect-
ing individuals against themselves such as those
against fornication or sexual misbehaviour as
also welfare legislation which the writer calis
‘moral cannibalism’ that encourages an individual
to believe that he has a moral claim on the
productive capacity time and effort expended
by others and is-entitled to unemployment
relief, free medical care, free education. lLibert-
arianism answers with an upequivocal no’ to
the questions whethaer Government should play
role in assisting the needy, in providing

security in legislating minimum wages,
in curbing

any
social
in Fixing Prices in guaranteeing jobs,
mornopolies, in managing the money supply.



To the guestion whether Libertarians would then
let the pecple go hungry, the reply would be that
this precisely would not heppen wiih restric
tions removed and with economy flourishing
as never before in freedom and liberty. People
would be gainfully employed instead of subsisting
on welfare doles as it has always been when-
ever Government has permitied men 1o be free

traders on a free market.

{ yibertarian Critigue of Establisment

Other writers mostly support and corroboiaie
the fundamental principles enunciated above
with reference 10 various areas as such as
Siatism and  other collectivist institutions and
ideas from Libertarian individualist point of
veiw. 1t will interest many readers to learn from
the gssay 'Is the Government the source of Mono-
poly’ by Yale Brozen that the much. maligned mono-
polies which come for so much condemnation and
abuse and vituperation from those who support
Statism that monopolies are themselves the GTes-
tion of minimum wages legistation which favours
big business already operating In favourable locati-
ons and eliminating competition against it. The es5-
say goes on 1o show how transpoftation monopolies
and Drug industry monopolies have heen ho-
wever. unwittingly created by Transport regulation
and Drug Control Laws. John Nelson in  his
essay on ‘War Ethos of Socialist states’ through
a close analysis of the sociaiist- economics,
concludes that these economics are capable of
producing only war — goods rather than con-
sumer goods and as 2 corollary if the capitalist
order is destroyed, what wiil replace it is not 2
socialist world at peace but a socialist world at
total war. The Indian reader  will particularly
ponder over the frank and outspoken criticism
made by the world famous economist Henry
Hazlitt in his essay on ‘The Fallacy of Foreign of
Ald” in the following words -

=A careful country by country study how-
shows preity clearly thai wherever 4
country in recent years (such as West Germany)
has reformed its curréncy, kept it-sound and
aghered in the main to the

ever

principle of free

11

enterprise, it has enjoyed 2 miracutous recovery
and growth. Bul where & counlry such as India
has chosen Governmeant planing, has adopted
grandiose sociatistic "Five Year Plans’ arbitrarily
directing production ipto the wrong lines, has
expanded ‘& cutfency but kept it over-vatued
through exchange controts.  and has put all
restrictions and harassemenis in the
intiative,

sorts of
way of privaie enterprise and private
it has sunk into chronic crises of famine in spite
of biltions of dotlars in generous foreign aid’.
He concludes that Government foreign aid as
it exists at present, is a deterrent, not @ spur
to World economic prosperity and even w the
seonomic progress of the under-developed rece-
ipents themselves.

LIBERTARIAN SOLUTIONS

in the book iz that
frezdom.

The last area discussed
of  Prospects and Obstacles 1o
Mr. Tibor Machan in the CoUrse, discusses the
ways a2nd means of reviewing tndividualisme 85
the guiding political theory. According to him,
3 Libertarian political tradition requires an ethi-
cal base. People must be expiained that they
have a right 1o their lives, liberty and pursuit
of happiness and this right is inviolable by
other persons and the ehoice hetween this
right or slavery 10 political eletism, lies with
people themselves R. A, Childe discussing
‘Sratism versus Liberty’ attempls 10 give Libe-
rtarian solutions 10 problems such as unem-
ployment. Since unemployment is caused DY
statist arbitrary price fixing and wage-fixing
resuiting in rigidity of labour which paturally
is elastic, the sojution must be in jetting the
pricing mechanism adjusi wages 10 economic
reality. Aboul monopoly, the Libertarian solu-
Hon would be to aboiish the privileges and_
gljov;r the working of market prices to press on
with decentralisation as was the trend of 19th
Century (_;apitalism. So also since depressions are
jarge scale liguidations of -massive mal-invest-
ments which result from state action in credit
manipuigtionwexpansion, free market 5 tha..g_;p_iy
remedy. Inflation could be controlted by ;;irquly



taking nﬂoney out of the hands of the state and

s‘uch as goii_ or srfver

o rest ithe, noney suppiy on a rommod!w base_'

 SUBJECTIVE Amn_:_i}'BJ_E_r:'Tlvg‘__f_FAt:'_T'i_}_';is: “fo
' YOTAL REVOLUTION &

Thus actording to the same writer; - Statiem
has created mors' problems: than “solving thein:
This has restited in the desertign of inteliectus
als fifom ‘Uéftism on alarge scale. The objective
conditions for ‘a revalation are " existing now.: An
increasing’ nuriber of intelluctuals are: attravted
o Libertarianism. The writer approvingly quotes
from a penstrating and ituminating: analysis
made by Kuhu, of the present critical state of
affairs in a lafge part of the World, his follo-
wing observations.

“Potitical revolutions ‘aim 1o change.- pohticai
Constitution in  ways that those - institutions
themselves: prohibit:. Their success: necessitates
the relinguishment of one set of [institutions: in
favour of another and in: the finterim,-society is
not fully governed - by institutions: “at--all. -n
increasing -aumbers  individuals become! - increas-
ingly - estranged from: politicat.~ife::and -behave
moie and more eccentricaliy within:it:-Then as
the crisis ~deepens; . many of these: individuals
commit themselves tn same concrate: proposals
for: the reconstruction. of society . in...new instit-
utional framework. At «that . point:  the society
isvdivided. into competing: .camps,; of | parties, -one
seeking-to-defend thae old- instituticnal - conste-
Hation, the others seeking fo:institute . seme
new one. ‘And.once that . polarisation occured,
political recourse-fails. * {How true of.the present
confrontation ip India between theRulers and
Opposition. Leaders today.)- The question, there
fore, is: whether ltbertarianism could ‘be the
alternative to Statism in this Crisis. A reply - to
this question is atlempted by ~Murray N. Roth-
bord in the last essay’” The. ‘prospects for Libefty.
tn-his opinion.free ‘mark- becomes a . gerater
necessity as . industriai “system . devetops  .and
ragical deviations - from free - market econNGmy
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catise break-downs'and sconomic orizds “Com-

miinist countries  areinereasingive forced
to desomahze Y their - economy T aRd T they
will i the end ‘reach’ the' free’ ‘market.

ln the U.ss there is a growmg horal  farfient
oung’ 'th'e_' youth agamst the “fettérs - of
centrahz;,d bureatcracy, of “mass  ediication
of uniformity” and of brutality and  oppression
exercised by the minigns “0f “the “the -Stite.
The writer thinks that ebjective conditions for
Liberatariah "Revolution dexist «inthe: world
todey and what is required is the subjeciive
factor, namély, a growing body of informed
Libertarians ‘who' ‘will' ‘spread the ‘message to

the people of “the Warld that Liberty and
fr'ee_ market provide = the way out ‘of ‘their
béfﬂi'ngi: problems “and crises. Libertarianism

is therefore ' accordlng to' this writer ‘the
wave of the future Cin as’ 'muoh as it ‘refi-
ects the spmt of the youth and exhorts Lib-’
ertanans to be up and dozng m the - words of'
Randolph Bourne T— : CoEe

"""(_)ur: elders are always optlmtstlc in their;
wews of the present pess&mssno ln thenr wewsi
of the future youth is pess:mlsnc towards._
the presont and gionous!y hopeful of the future

_And st iS th;s hope whrch is the lever of prog-_

rnss

' Thls book is readable from end to end to
_mtel!ectuals seekmg afternatlves to the presem
moribund polmcal social and economtc systems
both of the nght and  the Lefl van
eties which have provod themselves mcap&b!e_
of facing pressmg probfems of the day and
sohnng them. On the other hand. they have
been only’ creating never- endmg crlses m ali
segments of human fife. The Indian’ readey W|II
find much food for thought in these pages par—
tscularly at this 1uncture when Indian peop!e
are feeling their way however haltingly, for a
new faidical, political and social philosophy and
political “system ‘that ‘will’ replace the present
morrbund estabhshment in the country

-i. L. May 1975



“THE 3
OF

ECONOMICS

SINGLE TAX™ SY ST M
HENRY GEORGE

By D. M. Kulkazni

THE idé}ﬁib of mdwidua} Liberty and Freedom:
fong cherished by mankind, are ‘being const-

antly challenged today by, the Communist
totalitarianism. Al freedom Iovmg people of
the world are therefore greatly exgrcised over
finding. out the best means _end Ways of
combating
The. great.- American Ecorom:st and  thinker,
Henry  George, (18 9.1897) was one of those
great: minds _that. applied themselves to ‘thts
serious problem The. remedy that he suggested
in his epoch. mekmg book "PROGRESS &
POVERTY (1879)" has come to be known
as ‘Single Tax ~ and his  followers now catl
themseives “Single. Taxers..
IN TUNE WITH THE MORAL I.Aw

1t is generally agreed that commumsm and
its mild variety socialism, thrive well - a
society “in  which extreme poverty’ of the
many, prevails side by side with: the great
afﬂuence of the few: So all ‘leading dem-
oératic  countries’ of the “world “have evolved
elaborate and comlicated systems ‘of taxing
the rich heavily for ;he benefit of the poor.
But thrs method as experience has shown, has
its own serious defects The speclal tax on the
rich, can be evaded in more ways than ane, or a
iarge portion of it can be passed on to the poor
consumets, who are made to pay higher prices of
goods they purchase in the market. The worst
part of it is, that it dries up the springs of ind-
ustry and emerpnse Henry George, therefore, did
not favour it. After maiure thought and study, his
acute mind lighted upon an effective method of
taxation which woulid at once remove the appalh
ing poverty of the workers, without obsiructing
the smooth wrning of the wheels of modein. ingd-
rstry and. also would supply the modern govesn-

this menace to modern cmllsatmn :
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ments with, necessary funds to d;scharqe fhe'ii'
pUbl!C funenons. The reform that he proposed
was ‘'to appropnate rent by taxa’uen and to abol-
ish all taxanon save that upot rental vaiues
(“PROGRESS & POVERTY BookV Chapter II)
‘In this reform, Henry Geerge saw perfect har-
money between the mora! law and the econom:c-
jaw. The amazmg phenomenon of pers;stence “of
poverty ' in the midst of plenty, resultmg from
modern industry, led hith to infer that “sn the
social organisation, tnoral 1aw has been defled and
the natural rights of man have been lgnored (H
George—‘Somai Preblems” Ch er—-‘nghts of
Man'}). In this view, social institution in order to
have a healthy growth, must conform, to the great
absolute motval laws. He 1mphc:ty beheved in_the
mallenable human nghts of ~Life, Lnberty and the
pursyit of Happiness'', as set forth in the Amer:can
Declaration of Endependence, and hearttly agreed
with the diagnosis of social evils made in the De-
claration of nghts of the French Natlonai Asse-
mbly (1789), that ‘ignorance, neglect or Conte'
mpt of Human Rights are the sole causes of
publu: misfortunes and corruptions of Govemm-
* He held that these equal nghts of all to
hfe and liberty werg flagrantly vmlated by deny»
ing to man the right to the free. and equal use
of land which was as much of nature’s bounty
as sunshine and air. A few land-owners monopo-
lised.all land and unlustly took rent from the
tenants for its use and thus deprived the produ-
cers of their fuhl share in the produce of their
jabour. This feni was @ social value attached to
the land, created by the presence of the commu-
nity and its sociai and economic actmtles Rents
rose hight with the growth of the populatlon
Therefore, this social value shoutd proper!y’ go to
the community and the Siate wou]d be perfectly




lustified in assessing a tax on fand,  egual 1o He
annual rental vaiue, and using it for the henefit
of the community:
rights of the pecpie tf) the equa! use of.fhs, land
basically essential for the, pursyit of !;fe and _ha—
ppiness,’ be futly assured- and p_{)i;ec' :
according to this theory, did not lncfude ccnwde-
ration paid by the people to owners for the use.ef
the buildings, industrial structures raised and
other improvements made by the swners on the
land with their capltal and labour So improve-
ments and such other forms of wealth were to
be exempted from taxatlon since they constltu-
ted %he prtvate property of the mdlwdual‘; in the
real sense of the term, on whlch the State.could
fay noclamr- This ‘Slng le Tax was 6 be assessed
on_all lands whether used or kept out of use by
iandowners out of speculat:ve .considerations,

smce what was 1o ba taxed realfy, ‘was not me-
re!y the actual rem y:elded by the land but also
the pote _stlal renta! vaiue of every Iand in use or
out of use.

-T_i-'I_E BENEFITS OF “SINGLE TAX-

“The immediate beneficial effect of ‘this tax
would be’ to reduce ‘the ‘sale prices of land to
nominal ones Landowners would no longer find
it profltable to keep for ' Themseives idia !ands
smce they Would have to pay ‘taxes for’ them
equally with the rest. So fands would be availabte
to the farmers and industrialists | on €asy terms.
New mdustnes “would spring up; production'
wouid rise to great heights and’ wealth would
:ncrease by Ieaps and bounds. The elément of
fent, ha\nng been largely eliminated from the
pr;ces of commodities, the cost of living would
go down cons;deranly Workers would be in a
position to employ themselves on easily accessibfe
lands. They would no more be compelled to sell
their labour for a minimum wage. Hence compe-
tition would not be one-sided among the labour-
er_é. only, but employers atso would be competing
with one anothef for getting good and efficient
labour. This wqﬁid’ tend 1o increase workers’
wages bring about a fair distribution of wealth,
and normalise the relations between capital and
tabour. Consequently, the intervention in such
matiers, of the Trade Unions which Henry George

Fhusalone wouid« the requal <o

“Trade Trusts” would become osutmoded
and unnecessary. Industriabprosperity, thus indu-
eed in-awnatural way owouldestop i the periodic
ores and slifms - overtaking trade
di dusiry indusmal slab:isty and full employ-
me. wauid pave the way for interna-

called

t:onal free-trade and consequemly for internati-
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:onal; peace, amity and goodwill. Moreover, Geo
tgians claim that  this - Single Tax" if properly
assessed on land-values or annual rentals, would
provide ample funds even to modern governmae-
nts for carrying out their m_arii_'foid'_'ciutées.

HIS CONFESSION OF FAITH

After the publicatior of "PROGRESS &
POVERTY" Henry Gsorge came in for a good
deal of criticism at the hands of Herbart Spen-
cer and others that he was ho better than a
Commumst ot for natzonalfsatlon of “tand,

a sp:rlted re;mnder ‘1o such ' criticism, Henry
George succmtiy and prec;se!y made hig confess-
o:n of fauh in !he foch;ng ‘Words - :

“thave never been’'a land nationalist. | have
never advocated taking ‘of dand by-the State or
the holding: of;the:sland; by - the State, further
than ..ngeded:. for .public .use. .From my first
word:on the subject lhave advocated what has
come to be widely known . as the ‘Singie Tax
boe raising of public.revenues:by texation which,
as-far as-possible, and. as dar_as .practicable,
should ;be made 1o, absarb .economic rent and
take the place of alt other taxes. .. ‘

an actsve consment and
absolute free-trader and an o ponent of all
schemes that would hmlt the freedom of the
individual -1 have opposed every propos:ton to
help the poor at the expense of ‘the’ rach
always insisied that no man should be taxed
because of his wealth and that no matter-how
many millions a2 man might nghtquy get. soc-
iety should leave him every penny of them’.
{Henry George in "THE PERPLEXED PHILO-
SOPHER” Page 66).

| have been

‘He did not detest capital. it was to him
the ‘hand-maid’ of labour.. He did not set a
ceilivg o wealth as our Indian Government



Land our socilaistfiends.are. seeking. to do. A e
Ty “pbibery that.

Adencumeﬂ wmmumsm as
would bring destruction.’

Nor did he base his syster on “ehanity ot
~Dan gs we call it in india. This reform fes-
justice

ted solely on human rlqms and moral
He was not opposed te the accumulation of
riches. He wrote 't wouid not have it dinned
into his (rich man’s}) ears that it is his duty 10
heip the poor. What he does with' his wealth
is his own busmess (‘Social Problems’}. Our
‘Bhoodan’ and trusieeship’ faddists, who are
never iired of sermenising to the rich and the
well-to-do that they should hold  their “wealth

and property in trust for the poor may well

sonder over these wise words of a greateno-

MROMIST, mo_ralgst and humanitarian.

His means of achieving the ends were legisiat-
jof, persuation and education of public opinion

and appealing to the sense of duty which was

“mote potent for social improvement than the
idea o? self-intetest; that in sympathy is a stro-
nger social force then in selfishness.”” Therefore
the cuni_munist methods of appealing to thenarrow

and selfish class interests and of violent class

conflict had no use for him.

THE GREAT LAW OF PROGRESS

‘Aclose study of ancient civilisations of Rome:
and other countries enabled him to discover the.

imppoﬁant taw of pro_gress which he expressed in
the telling phrase  ““Association in Equality”. |t
i meam humamty proqressed through mutual asso-

£

i fectwe O

tless stmggies and conﬂwts and srmered awav
he creative- tgies of people needed for the
building of a calthy society. This law, he held,
explamed the growth and decay of all. cmhsanons
ancient and modarm, all drvercmes all advances,
all halts and retrogressions.” ("PROGRESS &
POVERTY™ Book VII Capter 111).

" 2ADICAL CURE FOR A DEEP-SEATED MALADY

Georgians look upon Smg!° Tax’ Reform
as the most natural and radical cure for t he d:s-
ease of the poverty of the masses. Communlst
remedies, m their opmlon are at most palliatwes
and may in"the end, do fiore harm than good
This reform movement is gaining in infiuence in
all industrialised democratic countries of 'the
wor]ci 4ike America, Austratia, Denmark 'Canada,
New Zealand and South Africa, spec;aily in con-_
sequence of the ever mcreasmg burden of taxa-
tion on the people m the afte!math_ of the Second

America’, a m;tl:on throughout

Smgle Taxers
the world today. '

!ridia " to6 with her traditional respect for
“Dharma that is 1o say the Moral Law, v:v'h"i'c'h
is also the-central core of Henry George & 'teas
achings, will find ‘in" the’ “Smgie Tax” much
that is  useful and’ instructive  in” her” ‘present
endeavour to end proverty and to gatch’ up
industrially and’ materially with the progres'si\fré':'
nations of the world. B

-5 bodanuary, 1960

‘ . Potential Dictator
~ Every advocate of the Welfare = State and . of
planning is. a  potential dictator. What he plans is 1o

deprive all pther men of their rights and to establish his

-own and his friends’ unrestricted omnipotence. He
refuses 1o convince his Yellow crt;zens He .prefers to
liguidate them. He scorns the bourgems society. thal

worships law and legal procedure.
bloodshed.

He himsed worships

#_mProf.."Von Mises. _
L il
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IST REFORM

' ARE NEEDED NOW

{ The founder of This Josrnal evinced’ great ‘interest in Gee'r.giem and la_ﬁd Rental Taxation

1. Because fehd prices are too high fer hou-

sing, commerce, indu_stry, farming and  cultural
activities™ | EE R I N b
Only Iand rental taxation can satisfactorily

Iower Iand prrces

L2 Because current taxatfon is too onerous_

and too unfalrly d:stnbuted _
Dnly land rentel texetlon m iseu of taxes on

labour, mdustry and consumer services cafl. reme-.

dy this. .

3. Because the hope of owmng ones own
home |s receding for an mcreasmg percentage of
peopie

- Land rental taxat:on reduces !and pr:ces lh__
addmon lower taxes on bunldmgs and bu;fdmg.

maaerlals will lead to cheaper houses

4. Because unemp[oyment in Australaa !s now

at an intolerably high ievel.

A tax shift from goods and earnings to. land
renteis w:ltstlmulate proper use of land and en-
courage. effort and productmtv both factors wil]
increase employment apportunities.

5. Because income tax has become a comp—
ilcated maze of locpholes, arbitrary concessions,

intrusion into  private affairs, and a ‘penalty on

exertion.

Land rental taxation, by providing a substan-

tial source of alternative revenue, can realistica-
lly permit scaling down of income tax.

6. Because society has become the stamping
ground for ali sorts of pressure groups, each try-
ing to extract more privileges from the public
purse; thus Government spendmg has got out of
control. .

Under Georgism, ‘it is easier for voluntary
groups te remain self-sutficient, and by precisely
identifying the natural source of public revenue
it is possible to curb this trend.

7. Because Australia's economy, internatio-
nal trading relations, and consumer price index
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are p!egued iy hzgh tariffs far a mmorsty of nm
fficient’ industries.

Georglsm by ensurmg free trade and thet th
benefits of free trade are not absorbed by land
holders can satzsfactonly rectrfy this,

8. Because inflation stili perelsts, even tha
ugh its rate may have fallen.

Georgist revenue policies can play an i’ndi;
pensabla check to inflation, {Other measurés
e.9. balanced budgets, are also needed.) '

8. Because there is a significant amount o
mvoiuntary poverty in Australia, and ““welfare’
measures are insufficient to remove it

Georg;sm deais with root causes,
weifarism usually deals with symptorﬁs_
effects. _

10. Because vast fortunes have made out of
land speculation and land proﬁteermg, somenmes
with corruption.

Georgism is the only way of making it imp-
ossible to acquire large fortunes in tms way,
while not suppressing liberty. '

11. Because our society is caught in a tension
between unbric¢led: monepoly on the one hahd,
and cosrcive bureaucracy on the other. -

Georgism provides a middle way, reconciling
individual rights with sotial ocbligations.

12. Because for most people, economics rem-
ains ‘‘the gloomy science”, largely helpless in
the face of current problems, apart from some
occassional tinkering.

Georgism offers a soundly, ethically based
science of political economy; grounded on univ-
ersally valid principles, and gives a solid basis
for a hopeful future provided these principles
are recognised and followed.

where as
and

—Progress
Lol June, 1979

o



THE PROB bﬁ OF UNBMPLOYMEN 17

X+ is only inrgcent times that 3 good deal
of attention-has - been given 1o the problem of
unemplayment.-Not very long ago «tywas thought
that a.person was unemployed because.of some
defect in him. 1t took.very long time to .realise
that personal characteristics may not have any-
thing to do with unemployment which may arise
due to inefficiency of ecopomic _system. Howe-
ver, when this was, realised, the problem was
analysed in detail because the COst of unemplo-
yment is heavy. Further unemployment must be, er-
a_qibat_e'g ai th_é _ea-f__\ie_s@t because pr_oj'long_ed: u__ner'np_j
loyment works like trap which turns unemployed
workers. into “unemployable workers. '

By unemployment let us take it to mean in-
voluntary unemployment. Further in the context
of indian conditions it tsi'netessary for us 1o
add one more Branch of unemployment viz:, that
of disguised unemployment.

- The problem: of .unemployment has taken a
serious-Iurn i india becatise -of the high rate of
growth of poputationand the concequent growth
of potential labour force amounting to 1.5 t0 2
miliion per year. S vy

{s sociatism the solution to the problem of
unemployment?

. ' Apparently there seems to be no relationship
SetWéeh a particular “ism’” and the successful
solution of the prob!emr of unemployment. No
economic system has “sypemployment’”  as one
of its implied or expressed feature.

2 The most important factors responsibie for
unemployment and underemployment in India is

. the scarcity of. capital. The solution, therefore,

lies in stepping up the rate of investmeni. We
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may ‘have 1o invest as much as 20% of the na-
tional ‘income t6 have any favourable impact on
unemployment situation. There'are ‘certain faciors
which® must be taken into consideration.

The first is ithe growth. of. consumpt'ion.
If more employment _ is created, the demand for
consumer goods will step  up and unless steps
are taken to jestrict the growth of consumption
inflationary. pressures in the:eco_;}qmy will ince-
ease .and either the. pace of\deve'_lppment wik
be,reduced or the painful prqc_és_s._of inflation
will bring 'a_bout a re_distribu_tiq_n_in consumption.
Therefore, it becomes..nec;zssa'riy.td,‘cpmrol prices
of essential commodities: and to,:rgé_,t_ra.in consg-

.umption of non-essential commodities by taxing

them or stepping their imporis. of production
in the econemy,. In, adddition steps must. be
taken to, increase.the supply of consumer_goods
{mainly wage goods) asi_d to jnc_re“a!_sek producti-
vity of. available resoufces. Such._dréstic control-
cannot function ;_.:a_giomaticaiizy ina free ente'rp-
rise economy. But in. a__sociaiist.ec_on'omy, there
is ample sCOpg, far the .intro__ductio_h and succe-
s of such step when taken through governme-
ntal machinery.

‘Theré are many ]_i;nejs_ of production where
jabour can be utilised in schemes which have
a short gestation period. Some labour intensive

activities in rural areas are, local capital consi-

ruction (to increase and reguiate water supplias
build roads, Cc}nstmctihg‘_ storags facilities,
improving viliage social services and amenities,
more iabour intensive methods of sultivation
{double or. treble cropping, heavy. manuring,
deeper ploughing, closer planting, more wedding)
de\ié_iopment of rural industries or other produ-
ctive activities, {animal husbandry; afforestation,



BN GRporie
st utdisalion of ax-
isiing capacity, {(muliple shifits) deveiopment of
handicrafis cotiage and  small mdustries,
construciion works ete. 11 may, however, bhe po-
inted cut that the crux of the problem, of suce-
asstul implemeantation dspends much upon the
abiiity and efficiency of a central organisation.

~seale

The effective supply of complimentary res-
ources can he increased by raising the produe-
tivity of existing resources which does not
require much additionai investment. These mes-
ures will increase production of capitat and cen-
sumer goods and thus improve the employment
potential of the sconomy. In agriculture outpul
cap be increased by introducing simple improv-
ements in farming methods, selection of seeds,
relation of orops. soil protection, use of machines
insectivides eig. in handicrafis and smali-scale
industries, proeductivity can be stepped up by
pioviding adequate and cheap  cradit  facilities
improved arangements for purchasing, a steady
flow of cheap and good raw materials, improved
marketing arrangemeants, merger of small uneco-
nomical vniis, establishment of co-cpzratives 21
Further, small-scale Indusiries can be establish
a complimentary relationship with modem indus-
tries which will increase their productivity and
also reduce the problem of displacement of
tabour. Lastly in modemn fargs scale  industries
productivity and output can be raised by effec-
tive use of existing plant and equipment of the
labour force, et

Tne fact ithat there exisis in almaost 2very
country permanent mass unemployment iz con-
sidered by public opinion as conclusive proot
that capitalism is incapable of solving this eca-
npomic problem and that, therefore, government
interference, tolalitarian planning and socialism
BrE NECEessary.

tnemployment in capitalist countries is noi
& praot of the inetticiency of capitalist system,
nor is the absence of unsmplovment in comm.
unist, Russia proei of the efficizny of commun-
ist system. I is not capitalism which is respo.
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nsible tor the evile of permanent mass unempl.
syment but the policies of the sisteman which
paralyses s working, Wiat has been done in
recenl yzars has heen nothing else than z seriss
of attempis o conceal the effects of an econ
amic policy which has lowered the productivity
what is now neaded is 5 ;

productivity  of

wwwwww : felumm o a8

policy which enzures higher
labour.

capitalisiic mathods 10
solve the problem of unempiovment wiil be
sirengthened if we have a ook at the miracle
that canitalistic approach has olaved in count
ries like Japan, Singapore sic.

Should we
why and how these and many other
ing countries have done so uch better than
we have in creating mass employment, widely
dispersed prosperity of siability for their people
while, after twenty years of planning, dracon-
ian controls and " Re. 30,000 crores invested
in  development, our sconomy  tontinues 'm
stagnate, unemployment grows  and wholseale
shortagss prevail ?

ask ourgelves

deveiop-

s b g o F o ween
BoR,  inereiore,

Al these countries, uniike india, are
totally free from economic dogma.

Al of them, %ncluding thosa with socialist
governments, rely mainly on private enterprise
for production and distribution and hence for
creafing smployment opportunities.

Al of them go out of their way to create

conditions  favourable 1o private Ivestment,
initiative and enterprise,
Mone of them impose on  their Business

and industrial community India’s nighimarish
licensing system and paralysing all-porvssive
controls,

None of ithem seek 1o counter the mythical
danger of a concentration of econemic POWET
In private hands by concentrating. it in those
of 2 handful of ministers and. bureaucrats.

{ Contd. on Page 20 )



By Peop. K.K. Gajtia

With 2 arowing population of more than
a0 miltion people, which threaiens 10 Cross 100
mi‘t%icm shizls, sousezed in 3 small land area
Japan is dependent on foreign trade 1o a much
gteater exient, than possibly, any other countyy
of the worki — communist or aon communist
To fsed and clfthe her growing popuiation, she
must import food and some asesential raw mat-

erials and then sxport gocds to pay for

her

imporis.

Japan's foreign trade was almost comple-
tely ruined by the war and the humiliating defeat
that it suffered at the hands of the Allies. In the
early post-‘war years, control over Japan’s foraign
rade was entirely in the hands of SCAP. Butla
partial return 10 normal  methods  of overseas
trade was made during 1949 with the introduction
ot a single sxchangs 1ats. Eortunately, for Japan,
post-war dovelopmants have moved towards
strong, recovery in ihe domain of international
The outhreak of the Kovean Warin 1950
Japan could

iiade.
sransformed the trading sifuation.
sarn large amounts of foreign exchange by sales
of goods and services 10 the United Nauobs
forces. Thersafter, her foreign trade, in spite
of soma fluctuations from time (o time, has
aphived an impressively rapid advance. To cont-
inue her essential sconoinic  growth, Japan must
iock abroad for new irade opportunives and
gources of food and raw materials. And actually
she lobks to the United States 10 increase the
¢ atready largs and mutusily teneficial  exchanges
petween these fwo vigorously expanding econ-
amics Mevertheless, Japan has established fresh
tisikg with South East angd South Asian countries,
incldding !ndia; the share taken by Asizn coun-
wies iy Japan's foreign trade is about 35 o 67
of her total export trade and about 302 of her
Lqgtal import frade. Moreover, Japan gives sub-
stantial leans and economic assisiance — in theit

planiing progiammes -« 16 § number of develn.
ping couniries, and aaturalty, claims that &t
(Japan) stands in & unigue position among all

8 P
Fidt

Azian countries to supply their i
msonetheless, her main  trade
directed to the Americans.

1% o

Fram foreign trade, let us now tum to the
remarkable economic develspment of Japan and
the miraculous economic recovery staged by her
during the vears 1953-1966. Al the end of the
Second Worid War, Japanese economy wWas i
shambles. At the beginning of the Occupation,
beth aoriculture and industry were in a very bad
condition. The indzx number for agriculteral pro-
duction had slumped from 118 i 1837 to 65
in 1945, while the index for live-stock had gone
down over the same period from 107 to no mors
than 24, The positton was much worse in the
case of industry. The index of industrial prode-
tion was 130 in 1937, In 1946 it siood st the

shocking figure of 31 Added 1o the physical
destruction caused by the War, ihere were other

complications, specialiy on the finencial fropt
I the immediate post-war period, b Japanese
sconomy was in the grip of an irflation of un-
praecedented severity. The Government placed
large funds at the dispiosal of indusiry, specially
in the form of lavish subsidies. The ceniral ban-
of the counlry ave Casy credis  facilities, at
nominal interest rates for purpnsss of industrial
ceconstiuction. A reconstruction Finance Corp-
aration was establishied in 1847 which gave away
siberal loans for the reconstruction of essential
industries. The activities of these institutions
injected large amounis of monetary purchazing
powsr into the sconomy, thereby feeding the
fire of inflation. Thus, the whole gconomy was
in & chaotic condition, both physically and fin-
ancially, On top of this, at the time Japan was
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and they wanted .10, extram_fmm he wvanguish.
ed couniry heavyiréparati
made recommondations of such a nature that
Japanese sconomy would never have been able
ta bear the financial burden imposed by the re-
parations and would have remained in a state
of ‘permanent ‘collapse. However,: faced with the
aciual state of the Japanese sconomy, it soon
came 1o be realised that the idea was not .only
inhuman but:also impracticable. Soon the Strike
Mission urged a reduction.of reparations .and
conceded that these should be-determined wiih
a proper regard for the requirements of a seif-
supporting and relatively stable economy in
Japan By 1948 almast entrrely the repartanons
programme Was grven up- The United States

. on the country, found itself shou!dermg a3 mas-

' 'swe ard pr(}gramme for ai!e\natmg extreme eco-
nomlc dlstress in Japan Umted States dec:ded
1o, adopt a posrtrve pollcy of helpmg in the 8L~

onomrc recovery of Japan

J:ﬁpan s post War recovery, orrgmal!y, took
longer than.that of other ;ndustrrat countries,
From. 1963 onwards however the rate of growth
of the Japanese economy has been "explosive”
From 1953 to 1965 gross natronal product (G,
N P) incieased by 94 “per cent a year, a rate
hrgher than that of any other developed ‘country
in this generally dynamrc permd and ‘indeed,
without parallel in the-previous history ol any
othiér ‘country. -Japan’s-total -industrial output in
1960 was four:times as high as the pre-war no-

i & windictive meod

s The'Pauléy Mistion:

rmal. Agricultural output also increased rapidly.

Ohkava has,-justly characterised ihis phase as
one-of “explosive’” growth. The major souice of
dynamism in the economy.has always been ind-
ustry. This has always grown fast in Japan, but
its' growth rate after 1963 was truly spectacular
in terms of both production and. productivity.
There were far-reaching structural changes in the
sconomy. Exports have risen faster than G.N.P.
and 'so has investment, which for the years 1953
10 1965 averaged about ene-third of G.N.P.

How was the Japanese economy able fo

qro\N 3t such an incredible pate? What lessons

does this spectacular growth hold for other co-
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of piace 1o the compiﬂte absence of hampering
-+ restrictions: on industry and trade which gover-

nments in many developing countries are impo-
sing on the eccpomy. The Japanese economy
functions on-the basis of a predominantly priv-
ate enterprise system:. The govemnment has never
ditectly. eonirolled the major part of _th_e_ gconér_ny.
and has reliad.on the market mechanism _f_or.'m.o_st
resource a_l!_o_cat_;’p_n'.' Japanese economy has been
not - only-. willing _b&t;;..eage.r,_to use the market
mechanism and incentives in the mest efficient
and. effective -manner; Of courseg, rhere was a
willingness. by government to garry our fundam-
ental insfitutional reforms, to act as an entrep-
regneur and innovator and te give adequate tec-
hnieal help; “both ~to -industry - and - agricubiure.
Government policy +Has: been continuously active

“(-Contd. from Page 18-).;

None of them believe, as our govemment
does, that socrallsm pfrmar:ly means the nat-~
ronalléatlon of trade and andustry and a domi
nant pubhc sector On ‘the contrary, they con-
srder é domrnant prrvan. sec‘ior emrreiy compa-
tible wrth socsalrsm '

None of thein' have adopted the savagely
hrgh rate of personal taxation prevarlmg here
which have" provided slich @ poweFfal deterrent
to mvestment and ‘nitiative and ‘hence 't6 the
treation of ‘more employment oppmtumtres

RN Thus wWe see madem socrahst govemm&nts
going ‘all ‘out.to -encourage private enterprise to

. greate the weaith from which they can extract

the tax resources required 1o pay. for the - wel-

- fare - services.:of & socialist state. They.  bave

gnderstoed,  what our socialists have failed to do,
that capitalist enterprises can piay a.crucial role
in fimancing socialism, and.in making available

rthe-fruits of economic development to the people

in 'the very. process.of development; the cake, s0

1o speak bemg distributed while it is being made.

S LoJuly 1971



and has been a major propellent of the Japanese
economy in almost att its phases. Many goversn-
ments in developing countries claim to give ec-
onomic growth equaily high priority but
seldom have enough power
through right type of pol cies. Sometimes, ideol-
ogical considerations in these developing coun-
tries, put formidabie road-blocks in the path ol

LCONOMIC Progress

if a country wants to have rapid devsiop-
ment, it must indeed to fulfit certain basic reqg-
girements. it must for instance, buitd up an ade-
quate system of training and educaticn, it must
5o reorganise is agriculture, industry and finan-
ancial institutions as. 1o make possible the rais-
ing and investing of a spbstantial “'surplus’” from
the economy. It must learmn 1o rely on sound and
sensible mathods of financing economic deveio-

pment. It should not have recousse to financial
~jugglery’ which goees hy the name of “deticit
firancing”’

they
or vision 10 “GaFry

Oeveloping countiies seeking rapld 8cons-
mic growth will have 1o do most of the things
which Japan did. They sheuld also give emph-

" asis to high capital formation at an early stage
"of-'éile_age_-i’épméint.w even though this may mean
consi&erab’le reliance on foreign aid. They will
need 1o do more to limit population growth. Abgve
all, narrow ideoclogical considerations should not
ke permitted 1o come in the way of economic
progress. A poor country cannct afford the
lxury of an ideology’'. People commitied 10
an ideology tend to believe that some particular
set of institutions is gsseniial to economic gro-
wih. But here, as elsewhere, history has a way
of by passing narow conviciions. The ryange
within which choice and experimentation is po-
ssible in  economic development may 7ot he
unlimited, but it is fairly wide

1. L. August 1971,

a

tevel As such, it means,

other commodities. what
a general decline in the
commodities, which can

drastic increase in the
for centuries a monopoly

INFLATION

inflation is normally taken tobea rise in the general price
that the prices of grods have
risen relative to that of money.
tios have changed so that mongy is worth
can cause this? only two things
quantity of
only be
ural disaster, by siate destruction
money SUpply. This
of the state.

is responsible for “inflation’’. The free market libertarian
solution is simply to take money oui of the hands of
the siate, and to rest the moncy supply on & commodity

base, such as gold or silver.,

that is, the exchange ra-
less Vis-a-vis

other exchangeable
cause, barring a nat
of goods, or else a
last has been
and accordingly it

Prof. Von Mises.
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E'he iast issue of this Joumal was IR
Wy broucht out in June 1975 the Centenary
bivils month of the Founder of this Journat,
the late Mr. B E. Lotwala to aeUaint oy
readers with the salieni features of the Found-
er's Life and his work in the fisid of propagn-
ting Libarisrian ideclogy in india where autho-
ntarian trends were stowly but surely gathering
their strength under the cover of Socialism and
Soviet methods of zoonomic planning advocate
by Mr. Nehru and his colleagues some of whom
are to be found heading the present Janara
Government, Hight up from 1954 4l the hTs
of his days in 1971 Mr. B. B. (Lotwala spared
neither his energy nor his purse 1o fight ihis
dangerous trend towards dictatorship through the

codumns of this Journal

His light for individual Freedom and Free
Economy Finnted Government. Retention of Eng-
lich as the link-langusge of ndia, tationalization
and humanization of the irrationatl caste-bound
indian Society, and religiots obscurantism, was
almost single-handed and unaided by any pow-
erful group or political party. When Rajaji lau-
nched his Swaraj Party in about the vear 1960,
RB. B. Lotwala hziled it as & jand-mark in the
political histery of India, inasmuch as s ideo!.
ogy and programme were pragmatic and realistic
and wers founded in the fundamenial principlas
of individual freedom in all walks of life politi-
cal, social and economic. The bight to dissent and
io freg expression of one's thought even against
the Party Boss or Governmental Head or 50 callad
Leader of the Nation was in his eyes the essence of
freedom. With the rise of ihe Swaraj Party K. B
Lotwala thought thai his inital effons 1o fighy
in ihe cause of fresdom would be ably supple-
mented and eventually fulfitled and a strong ang
well-organized party would operaie in the coun.
try as an effective altzmative 1o the Congress,

DEMOBCRATIC POLITI
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ahsm, centralised &
economic and political power in the hands of the
Congress ruling chaue which parpetuated ine
H i powsr for decades togeiher by corrupting
the illiterate eiectioraie, just on the eve of General
Fiections. This fact could bs provad by the many
il-conceived and hastily drawn-un enactments
and ordinances that came (o he enioreed 8t such
DOPOriuGe Hime (ust o win votes. The art and tech
nique of corruption that were introduced in pubiic
in public life by this permit-licencs Bai as Rajaii
calied it was only carried 10 its logical consumm-
ation by Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who in & way, lovally
carried iorward the legacy left to hor by Mr. tehry
and his cabinst colleagues. During Nehra's time,
one man’s hegemony prevailed in the affairs of the
country though in a subtle manner. while naked
and unabashad dictatorshis was imposed on the
people  nan-chatantly bp his successor india
Gandhi just to0 save her power and prastigs,

Diyring Emergency the whole couniry almost
lay prostrate at the {ssi of the Dictator. in this
situation, ihe working of this Journal was natur.
ally paralvsed and iis publication had to ba sua-
pended. The Managment had neither adequais
stafl ror finance to comply wiih the day-10-day
requirements of censorship strigtly imposasd on
ihe press by the Government, Votaries of Libart-
arian Thought, as we have always been, we could
not simply function in the suffocating atmosph-
eie of dictatorial rule

The Janata Governmeni, it musi be said 1o iis
oredit, his restored {o sountry civil Hibartiss ine!-
udting the freedom of the Prass. 11 is ‘o hopaed that
these Leaders of the present Govarmnment whe
were closely associated with the Heence-permit
Raj of Nehru would at jeast now after thaiv bitter

{Contd. on Page 24



The orngin of casie s shrouded 0

ary. Hs vitality lies i ifs survival as @
institetion through ait vicissiiudes of 1ime,
and stregotes of monarchical dynasties like
Kauravas and Pandavas  as graphically
the

aMong
narrated in Mahabharel the wars Deiwsen
Aryans and aboriginal rribes as told in Ramayana,
the invasions of India by ferocious ioreign 1ribes
iike Shakas, Huns, Tartars, Greeks, Moghals and
pathans and lately by Furopeans, ths Dutch,
Sriugusse, the French and the British. Sold
as the rock, hard as the steel, caste has wirith-
stood the shocks and even

pillage, massacre, alien cuitures ang ways of thin-
the subtle but

the ravanges of
ing and living and what 15 more,
effective onsiaughts of modern seience and techn-
ology. Gandhian avalanchs of Harilan Movement
Ammbediar's Budhistic mass conversions of Hindy
‘untouchables’, Marxist dialectical materialism,
Democratic Sociaiism end Izgrly Badical Huma-
mism-none of them has been able io shake this
caste systhm to 18 001 and to touch even the
fringe of the problem. Democracy itself has lain
itself prostrate at the fest of Cazis, sometimes
hailed as ithe crowning giory of Hindu culture
and at times. condempad as the veritable furse
of tndisn Society. Those whe laud it to the
like Drahming and some foraign scholars
rules and  injunctions: and

skias
aever lve up to Hs
thosa
arits and shoricomings, are known 10 be clamoe-
wring for ine benelits and gains thal accrue 1o
them by labstling themseives
Cawre thus has Decome an
wondet,  a puzzle, that

as paricular cas
enignma, &
paftles any

ismen
thing of

aotiytion,

SEMINARS PERPETUATE CASTE

These reflections could not but be provoe-
ked by the conclusions on this much discussed

s’,z.ibjéét_, arrived at, as seporied in the press, by

who are never tired of exposing its dent- -
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the participants in the Serminar on  Backwad
elasses’ he'd recently at Dethi Curiously sncugh,
the profagonisis of the welfare of backward
s tions e atone nould be the critenion
of hackwardpress. in fact ihe subisct of the
Seminat should have been not ‘Backward Class-
&5 but the ‘Backward Castes’. The sponscrs of
the Seminar ssem 1o have afzmp“ied cusle 2% @
perpetual social institution either through desp-
sir or out of selfish motives. Having availed 1h-
smeelves of the special privileges and righis of
the so called backward classes’, these béneficiar
ine are seluctant to forego thern, even i this
attitude amounts 1o a8n uneqguivocal acceptance
of # caste-bound society. {ine could understand
the plight of ‘untouchables’ who are almost the
‘Cast-ways of Hindu Society ang whe had no
ptace in the Caste Sysiem of four ‘Varmnas’ and
who weig contemptucusly called ‘Panchamas’ and
did notenioy ordinary hismasm 1ights Their desire
i lifr themselves ug from the pottomless pit thr-
ough special reservation of seats in educational
institutions and Goverpmeantal services could be
well-appreciated by the uppser four cases of
Erahming Kehatrivas, Vaishyas and Shudras. But
how reservations could be made in ihese areas
for upper castes whe form ithe bulk of Hindu
Society, passes OnNe’s comprehension. Tne “Lin-
gayats garnataka have been classed as ‘back
ward’ though they are isading landiords, agric-
iraders and businessman. That is also

pliurnists,
the case with somea other upper castes, who have
been classed as backward classes ‘atong with
tripais and Harijans’ and 11 is said that 1t is ooly
the Brahmins who have been exciuded from
category in this State Even when caste’ was an
article of faith with Hindus, Brahming were not
wnown to be in affluent circumstances though
they got the tighest honowr ior their being boin
in a caste which mostly was assigned the duty
of holding aloft the banner of inowledge  and



culture. The warriors and tradesmen were heter
placed than Brahmins, in pelf and power. That
the trained intellect of the Brahmin was taken
utmost advantage of, by the British. rulers:by tur-

ning them into ‘clerks’ as Macauly boasted, was

none of their fault. it was only under the British
regime that Brahmin's material well-being imp-
roved though perhaps at the cost of their spir-
itual welfare, During British regime, the British
censtituted both the Kshatriya class and wrading
clags. They even claimed to possess inmtelligence,
culture and education, superior to that of the
Brahmin caste. Thus all including Brahmins,
were reduced to the position of ‘Shudras” thou-
gh they belonged to different castes by birth. All
were hewers of wood and drawers of water’
and the real Brahmins were British law-makers
and legislators, real Kshatriyas were British
Military Commanders, real Vaishyas were British
traders and merchants, while reat Shudras were
ail Indians educated or illiterate. The ‘untouch-
ables” who were in the employment of the Bri-
tish were at the lowest rung of the ladder wh-
ile majority of them remained the same misera-
ble ’‘Panchamas’ that they were before,

COMPETITION FO
roat competition a“:ﬁdng
the new ’'Shudras’ to which status all castes
had been reduced under the foreign voke. The
‘clerks” the 'Civil servants’ tha Judiciary’ .were
mostly drawn  from the Brahmin Caste as their
duties required mtelligence and efliciency. Some
second class industrialists sprang up from the
Vaishya or Vania castes. From Marathas and
Jats, came second rank military Officers. But
af! castes occupied the position of ‘servants’ of
the powerful British with their modemn scientific
outlook, more sophisticated weapons of war and
more wealth. The fight for jobs which were
few, thus commenced. lt was nuriured and
fostered by the British according to their prin-
ciple of 'divide and rule’. But it must be admi-
tted that they rated merit and ability more than
the caste of an applicant for the post.

The initial advantage that Brahmins got in sery-
ices over others because of their inteliectual back-
ground by birth was an eye-sore to others who also

wanted 10 become "civil servants’ under the Briti-
sh.This British legacy left te the indian Society is
fondly cherished to this day and Gandhiii's

: Ha;‘ij_g.n._n}nye_meﬂt and Dr. Ambedkar's crusade

against casteridden Hindu Society which inhu-
manly treated the "Panchamas’, secured for the
Harijans special privileges and rights in educa-
tion and jobs. Other casies envied these bene-
fits accruing to ‘Harijans’ and when some
major castes like ‘Lingayais’ and ‘Waltkaligas’
in Karnataka ‘Marathas' in Maharashtra, ‘Vanis'
and 'Patidars’ in Gujarat, ‘Chettys’ in Madras
and ‘Reddies’ in Andhra and ‘Nairs” in Kerala
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( Contd. from Page 22)
experiences of the Dictatorship, move in the
difection of establishing Limited Government by
divesting Government of unlimited economic
power that inevitably breeds cotruption, of which
so much is heard in the press to day.

As for ourselves, we are pledged to fight for
rooting out corruption at Government level and
from the body-politic of the country, not by
indulging in pious moral platitudes, insipid and
ineffective but by pointing out to the necessity of
reoting out the whole trouble of corruption
which quickly breeds dictatioria! trends even in
the minds of well-intentioned leaders. Concentr-
ation of economic and political power in the Siate
is a basic cause of corruption so rampant in our
public life to-day. This factor is a greater source
of danger and menace to society, and its freedom
and wellbeing than the economic power monop-
olised by the much maligned industrial families in
our country.

True and loyal to the Libertarian legacy left to
this Journal by its iliustrious Founder, it will
continue to hold aloft the banner of Individual
Liberty and Free Economy as apposed to that of
collective slavery, be it of Fascist or Socialist

brand.

We hope and trust, cur readers old and new,
witl contribute thier mighty best to this cause and
co-operate with us in our endsavour to be at our
post again watiching, guarding, and fighting for

the values of Freedom and Liberty which all of us
~—D. M. K.
=f L. January 1979

cherish.



came 10 DOWET ey ehiflorent staies
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. and educational
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dom days, they exploited &
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ot sesls o Sovemmeni Servias

awn  pansfil and classed themselves as “back-
ward' classes which constituted 0 SOME Siates
mores  than sevenly percent  of the poputation
thus severely leaving slone the poot among the
Beahonins and other fesz vocal minortly comm-
gnities to fend far themselves wilhoul Bty aid

ang protection from the Siaies.
THE TURN OF THE WHEEL

The Posiion in regaid 0 Governmental
services in the states and {o some exient at the
Centre 15 such that merit and efficiency  aie &t
s discouni and gasie intransigence of the dom-
inant castss in the States as Dr. Ambedkar had
s prophetically wamed, has increased 10 such
nroportions that even past-freedom dintelectuats’
so called, have now become emhboldened to de-
clgre thai ‘Casie s the criterion of backward-
ness’. They could have done betier it they tad
honestly dectared  that ‘the dominant caste is
the critencn of Backwardness as s the ugly
reality in indian pality today. 1f the Brahmin was
e most hated during  he British  regime,
today  after thirly WO years of freadom, the
dominant  ruling community in the Siatas
iz the most geiested  and  most denounced,
sad it will ot be far distant when all minority
communities will unitadly vote the presant rubars
out of power, if such oaslie consciousnass s
jostered by them. L waes Lonia who set the ball
solling by dividing Hipdy sooisty Into “ishwa-
mitrg’ and Aschigtha factions and pleadsd for
about sixly percent representation 10 Sftshwa-
mitras’ in services. Suange Socialism indeed !

Bimar  and  Uiar

Pradesh poiilics. then thai some
sueh egoistic peopic shottied mow dock  opon
‘Caste’ as ‘the criterion of backwardness’ 7 The
wheel has tumed full ciicle and white ali mino-
rity communities are taking their siand on merit
s¢ the main oualification, these ishwamitra’
majorities are abetting casteigm in the name  of
removing backwardness.

This journat has fought ragtelsm and casie
48 an institution from ¥is very birih. :
od upon casie 23 a4 capkerous overgrowih in
Indian Society. As such, 11 can never SUppoE
this magnified and Mo dangerons  form of
dominant communiiies’ Casteism in States which
atiempis 0 peipetuais their  caste-rele  and
ensiave minorities. 1T casie is an evil, let it be
huried fathoms deep. Let it nat he given =
ionger lease of iife through the casteism of the
dominant casies, which zail  themsslves a8
‘backward classes’ and confuse the issue of
‘Class’ with Caste’. feonomic backwardness
whichs is the root cause of all other forms of
hackwardness is wide-spread among  all classes
and castes and it peeds 1o be first removed
with Governmental aid in money and kind, To
cuch forms of aid from Govermment all poor-
people, irrespeciive of their class, casie of creed
arg antitied. Such public assistance 1o the poor
will go a great way in eradicating the evils of
caste system corroding indian Society from within
casteism of minority of smajorily  comnunities
would only hinder the evolution towards an
equalitarian Sociely, so devoutly wisheth fon., B
all weli-wishers of the couniry.

—i. L. Jops, 1879

o]
R

o
Wi

-
.



tndian Demacraey and
pre-freedom Congress
also for honouring the

For the servival of
for keeping the name of
Organisation unsullied, as
satred memary of the glorious leaders and fight-

ers of thdia's freedom from the Britigh yoke, the

present Congress Party and iig infighting facticns’

and - splinter ‘groups under the leadership of
Swarn Singh, Chawan, and Indira Gandhi need to
be immediately dasbanded Those Cnngfessw‘en
who day in and day out, explo't the name of
the Congress and’ Gandhi, would do better to
recall 1o their minds the ‘wholeseme adwce given
io the Congres leadership in about the year 1948,
that if the Congress and its’ pohtlcai party were
not dishanded forthwith, every Comgressman SO
catied, "clad in whits Khadi and with a white cap
on’ would come to be shoéd in the public streets
by the people infuriated at the Congressman's
insatiable fust for power and the corrupt prac-
ctices employed for retaining himself in power
at the cost of the suffering people. Thers are
among Congressmen in powsr today, very few
who had asctively p’articipa‘:ed in freedom's sir-
uggie carried on under the banner of the Cong-
ress ‘and bad sUffered hardsh!ps ‘On the other
hand, thousands of silent Congress workers wheo
had saerified thair ah dusing those heraic tume-s
are- knbwn 10’ be sémehow eking ocui a ‘misefa:
ble living, though they are less known: than the
power hunting Congressmen. The whole Congr-
ess edifice built up so Iaboriousty by the ceas-
eless efforts of the Fathers of the Nation like
Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir Phiroz Shah Mehia, Lok-

manya Tilak, Gokhale, Gandhi and Nehru, began
cracking up like a house of cards on the death

of Jawaharlal Nehsu, The late Mr. Shastri tried
1o save the Congress but he had very little i‘i‘mé
to do so before his passing away within a year
or so of his coming to power.

With the advent of Indira Gandhi, began a
tussle for power which culminated in a split in
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. ship was
‘was successfully accomplished.

The Congress in 1969 with the elderly Congre-
ssmen yanged sgainst Indira- Gandhi and
supporters. indira’s leftist pose wss only a stunt
and only the old Congress policies of Socialist
Paitern of Mehru wers followed by these young
Turks. This hotchpotch socialism  motivated by
fust for power an  the. part of indira Gandhi
who tried to groom her son Sanjay for Congress
feadership after her. led to nepotism and corr-
uption in all departments of the Government.
Elderly Congressman tike Morarji and national
leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan revolted against
her power criented politics, But this revolt was
nipped in the bud by Indira Gandhi’s Govmlr‘ment
by declaring an emergency in 1975 and making
Indita Gandhi a virtual dictator. Thousands of
people were imprisoned undar the Misa Agt.
But apprehending 2 bigger and violent revolt
against her, Mrs Gandhi tried to appesass public
opinion by announcing General Elsctions to the
Parliament in 1877, instead of bemg appeased,
the people all the same voted ihe opposition

leaders into power and even unsgated Jndira
Gandhi form the parlament.

har

JANATA VICTORY FOR DEMOCRALY

Al the opposition Parties comibined o win
back for the couniry her lost democraetnc
freedorﬁ during the emergency pericd. Janata
victory was in fact, a voie for fresdom against
the Congress dictatoria!l rule under Indira‘s
leadership. The historical task of saving the
country from the tyranny of Congress dictator-
undertaken by the Janats party and

But the Janata Party was a hot-house growth,

"It was formed of the former Janasangh  which
was rightist in its political and social spproach,

the Lohia-Socialists with their confused ideoclogy,
the dissident Congressmen led by Jagjivan Ram
who worked with Mrs. Gandhi during smear-



gency, he Congress () sull wedded 1o
Nehruvian idess and ideals and the B, L. B
under  the jeadership of Charansingh,  The
constituent parties could ont outgrow their past,
despite the glection progamme appyoved by
shem all which, as could be expected, was full
of shiboileths of Gandhism, Sociatism  and
sconomic ruralism. Self-contradictions and gla-
Fing inconsistencies was naturally apounding
in such a common manifesto  spelled out by
‘such  INCONGIYoUS conglomeration  of parties.
The only redeeming feature of their programine
was wneguivocal advocacy of tiberty and free-
dom, which was almost throttied by Indira
Gandhi's dictatorial regime.

11 is ic be expectad that such a many-faced
party should become a rudderless ship sans a
programme sans a policy, sans the will to rule
and govern, drifting without any sense of
direction, with Ministers declaring their views
according to the ideals of their old parties,
setting at naught all sense of coliective respo-
nsibility even in regard to vital policy matters.
Lonia Socialists have showm themselves 16 be
quite indisciptined in this regard B. L. D.
Leaders’ irresponsibility knows no bounds. They
are breaking the Janata Party from within the
Government and from without, without any
regard for the future of the Janata party. It
must be admitted, however, that Congress (O)
C. D. F. and the former Janasanghites are more
restrained, dignified and disciplined than other
constituents of the party in . conducting ihe
affairs of the Party and the Goverment.

The overall results of inner party conflicts
are too tragic for this two year-old party which
nad such a glorious apportunity o strenthen
the toots of Demecratic Ereedom deep inic the
ingian Polity so as not 1o peemit the demon of
Autocracy to raise his ugly head again either
under Indira, Sanjay or Communists. The Party
seems to be heading for a split inte its former
groups. The Congress (D) €. D.F. and Jana-
sangh group could still save the party from
further disintegration by evolving a liberal-Dema-
creatic  political and’ economic policy on the
lines laid down by the now defunct Swalantra

Party under Rajajl. Such a party is the nesd of
she hour and will succeed in giving a clear
lead to the country's politics and sconomics,
seeing that Matrxian Socialism have lost much
of their appeal for leftist parties of Western
Europe and even in china, the citadel of Red
Revolution. Liberal Democracy seems {0 have
to have come into its own. Even i Congress
groups in the Janata are unable to give up
Mehrurvian soclalism, the Janasangh members
may tiake up this task of giving the country
liberal-Democratic orientation to indian Politics
The conservative victory in Engiand is a pointof
in this direction People are sick of so calfed rigid
ideoiogies, Socialist ot Fascist, which creaie a
mess only without solving the imminent problems
of the day like more production, more empoiyment,
economic prices, improving the moral tone of
administration Pragmatism is what the people
are hankering for in the administration
of the country and not ideclogical - ove-
rtones and slogan-mongering. The Janata Party
will be remembered for its valiant fight for
the peopie’s freedom and delivering a
a deatbbiow to the forces of reaction and
tyranny, and even if, in its process of disinte-
gration, it should give rise to such a liberal

Democratic Party, it will have left behind it a
rich political legacy for the future generations.

RENAMING OF THE CONGRESS :

The Congress was a national organisation
started for winning self-government for Indians.
it contained within it people of all hues and
colours. Titi 1918, it was mainly liberal-demo-
cratic in its outlook. Gandhiji's Congress con-
sisted of Gandhians, Praja - Sociaiists Lohia
Socialists, Forward  Blockists and ordinary
figters of freedom with no particular ideological
leanings. With the advent of freedom, congre-
ssmen became power-conscious and though the
Constitution that was framed was liberal-Dem-
gceractic in essence, congressmen thought of
perpetuating their power by stealing the thunder
from Communists and left Socialists and began
indulging in shoutings socialist slogans. Natio-
nalistation became their watchward, because of
its being a means of retaining power for them-
selves through economic power. This led to
corruption and nepotism, and ultimately to



congress  spht. The old maoral  fibre of the
Congress was lost. Ministers and officials came
to beinterested more in their own welfare than
tn the welfare of the people.  Any spposition
te them was-sought to be smothered through
illgotten money or through forcible palitical
suppression o - : i

Mow:that the same power-greedy congress
politician is: played out, the Congress has been
split upto.inte many groups, each claiming
be the real wld-Congress. 1i is therefote -high
time- Congressmen gave up ihis -attempt to fool
the: people- with the high lable of old Congress
and . banded - themselves together  under seme
other: suitable name; :

to

A parallel could be found in. the history
of:British history. Tories have now been funct-
ioning in- the Parliament as LConservatives who
are- mostly :kiberal-Democractic and  who have
absorbed in their Party - all moderate elements
from the old Liberal party and from the middle

};ﬂ,‘"@i‘ R R e

class. Leftist-minded stements from thass grouns
are organiszd i the Labour Party, If a Liberal
Democratic Farty should ‘arise in India out: of
the-disintegration of the Janata Paity a' leftist
Progressive ‘Party colld also be constituted out
of the-leftist Congress slements wedded 1o the
ideals of Nehrurvian Socialism.

- The emergence of such mweo political parties
orr the lines of Conservative (liberal democratic)
and Labour (Leftist) Parties in England.or Libe-
rals ‘and Democractic parties in America, will
tend to purify Indian politics, in as much as
these parties wiil he judged on their present
performance rather than. on their past glory of
pre-freadom days. Will Mr. Urs, and M:. Shara
Pawar try for such a realignment of political
forces in the Congress and pave the way for
the rise of two political parties with welldefined
policies and programme suited and relevant 1o
the needs of the present times ? -3, WL K,

—b L. July, 1978

~ IDEOLOGY AND DEMOCRACY ;:;

3 :
§.€ .- The pluralistic socisty, | would suggest, can provide the peoples of the%

] . .
9 world what Communists promise

but can never produce. Communism can %z
», never produes a decent world because communists use the false means of B
4 hatred and violence, means which can produce only their own image and %

which can never usher in the brotherhood of mar. The essential choice
remains the choice between the one and the many; between a monalithic
world moving irresistibly in a single direction and ending inexorably in a

singie centralized

o world

%\_ pragmatism; between
% between ideology and democracy.

Pl
0

] society, or & .pluralisiic :
a nations will solve their own.problems according to their own vajug and f,
% traditions  within a framework . of respect for individuai dignity and loyalty E,
3 community. It is a- choice, in short, between dogmatism and___%
the theological society and the experimental society; -

world in  which & diversity of &

~~Arthur M. Schiesinger, Jr.
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6}(}& wonders why the Cong gi) men

inside and outside pariiament should
raise achue and- oy over.Dayan's:'secret wisit
ig-india, as.b it that ought
not to. have been committed. Afterall, Indian
leaders should be free to talk . with any leader
froam any country, including - !sragl No one has
a right - to -circumscribe that freedom of ours
‘So, Mt Vaipayee .ought not 1o sound apolo-
getic on .Dayan’s visit to India. .} is unbe-
coming..of & - courageous people like Indians,
who.did not even fear the ruthless colonialists,
to dread Arab displeasures, and always 10 their
dn - thes rab-israeliz: conflict : wwhich: - is
essentialy a regional conflict .of .the Middle
East . Region, m which - India should not take
sides, = byt iudge each action of each side on
its, merits.. How long. can. we allow Arab. susc-
epnbshiles_ 1o decide. our relations - with - a
country like lsrael? .Surely, there must be an
end.to this sort of surveiliance of India by-the
Arab, wor!d Even if Arab countries ; threatenus

with dlr(: consequences we must retain . our
“vight tu talk” wuth others.

is -a ‘sacrilege’

ling :

When even Egypt’'s Sadat does not hesitate 1o sit
for - tdlks with - Israel leaders, why should not
any -of our leaders openly have ' talks with
them? Agian, - though  non-aligned do not our
leaders -have: tatks with leaders of aligned
countries? Do. not our leaders openly speak
with  Chinese and pakistani leaders alse, alt-
hough- they betong -to countries, which prev-
iously fought- with us killed our soldiers,
and invaded. our fand? Had lsrael ever declared
war on .ys? @r. is-it likely to:do so in future?

What, wrong - did they do us, o treat them as
untouchables? |

The way' that Mrs. Gandhi goes about talkihg_

about Dayan's visit, as a ''sacrilege’” that
~ought not to have been commitied, offending
Arab  sentiments although, as citizens of
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sdver’e’ig'n country, our leaders havs every right

to talk to their israeli counterparts, only brings
o light the fears that haunt her in this vegard.
She seems to. fear that we cannot afford 1o
antagonise the - Arabs, and vyet- live ~in ‘this
waorld. . She seems to.be under:the fear‘that-if
we . offended- .the -Arabs; :they. ~rnight  “stop
sending us: their oil, or might-use their petro-
dotier millions 1o ‘arm -Pakistan to fight us,-or
even that the Muslims in india right:be alie-
nated from: het, if. She hodnobbeed with: israeli
leaders. . Mrs.. Gandhi always seems’ to be under
a mortal fear that if she spoke against the: Pale-
stirian. cause, the hioody PLO might- even try to
do-away with .her. . Such- are fears <that - Mrs.
Gandhi seems to-entertain " for the- Arabs: that
even if they butcher israeli children or commit
a bldojd.ba.th.eisewhere, she does not utter a
word of protests And,; what is more, 'she ‘wants

other Indian leadersi too 'tc have ‘the same fear
and awe for the Arabs |

Today our ex-foreign minister, Mr. Vajpayee
says that he detiberately . did not disclose  the
fsraeli leader Moshe Bayan’s visit to.india, as
it was not in the ‘“‘national interest™:to do. se.
Howev_er, one feels the real reason for his secrecy.
about the. visit is. the ./legacy of fear” againt
doing so. inherited from the . previous. Nehru and
Indira regimes, that prevented Mr. Vajpayee.to ma-
ke boeld and pv\ih_up‘his_mﬁeting with.an Israeli le-
ader. One thinks that on deeper thought, Vajpayee
himself would agree that this is a more truthfui.
explanation, for his subpression of the truth of
Dayan’'s visit. in the atmosphere of fear, insti-
Hled in us, by the pre-Janata regimes, of _Neh;u'
and Indira, that if we ever did anything whats-
over ta displease the Arabs, or arouse thejr
suspicions about our loyalty to them, our future
might be doomed, and our survival might be
in jeopardy, it should not surprise one, if Mr.

(Contd. on Page 32)



INFANTILE SECU

The .Janata -Party  which was wvoted into

power by the people of ‘india {Hindustan) thai
is- Bharat' - has foundered 'on the issue of dual
membership of erstwhile ‘Janasangh members of
Janata party and there continuing  their memb-
ership of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh “which
could be translated into English as  Naticnal
Volunteers - Association’. - Theé ' object of this
Association is 1o serve the ‘Hindu Rashtra e,
‘The  Hindu Nation’ by inculcating imto ' the
minds of iis volunteers a senise 6f “disciplined
conduct and behaviour: and a-spirit of selfless
sewvice  to the countsy: and fove for Hidian
(Hindu)Culture and Civilization. The' Janasangh
Group of the  Janata party, it cannot be den-

ied, . commendably behaved - itssl|f withigreater
restraint . and .decorum . than other.. so - called
secular groups comptising the ' Government,

both from within and from outside; at the
parliamentary or public level, thus more than
justifying the claim’ of the R."'S. S that its
platform is ‘a training ground’for future Yeaders
of the ‘country in acquiiting them-selves ably,
usefully ‘and patriotically “in “any 'defiar't'rﬁént
of natinal’ life, whether political, social, écono-
mic -or cultural. In times of crisis created by
natural *calamities like earthquakes floods this
organization' is found to 'be more often than
not, in the fore-front to serve afflicated people
and come 1o their rescue and aid, ardependu
antly of governmental agencies, Operatmg, in
the field. It has never been known to have
indulged in any activities against the best
interests of ‘india that is Bharat’. The Lohia
Socialists and B. L. D. 'Ramas’ and 'Hanumans’
and some other Leftist Parties, styling thems-
elves as seagreen secularists, have been mou -
nting a politically-motivated attack on the
Janasanghltes that their loyalties are ‘divided
between the Janata Party and ®. S, 8. and as
such Janasanghites should either repudiate

DEFECTORS
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ISM OF MASTER

their ‘membership of the R. $.'S. or quit the

-Janata Party. These Secularisis have not ‘been

sble to give cogent reasons why a member of
Jdanata’ Party could not become a ‘miember of a
Culiiral of Social volunteers Qrgnization. Their
activities ' appear to bhe delibérately designed
for- paving a safe’ way for the old Congress-
guatd, ~whether under - Mr. Chavan or Mrs,
indira” Gandhi- to come back to power. Party
treachéry and breach of faith w:th ‘{he eiectom
rate could .not go .farther.. , .
THEOCEATI!’: GR LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC STATE

~ Secularism is fast becoming a slogan ‘and
shibolleth with these defectors to Roodwink the
apwary and the unenlighténed. 1f RS S ' is
non-secular, because it uses thé ' native  waord
‘Hindii* Rashitra’ i. e. Hindu Nation; Raja Naranay
is as’ much non-secular when he freely mdu?ges
in Ramayan term:noiogy of ‘Hanuman’ and Ram-
achandra® India is known over the whofa warld
as ‘Hindustan i. e. the land ‘of " Hindus'. Igbal,
the Urdu Poet’s popular song of 'Hindustan
Hamara' is considered 1o be patriotic. . Muskm
and Christians of Hindustan are called in-foreign
countries. ‘Mindu Muslims and Hindu Christians
which. means Indian -Muslims and Indign Christ-
ians. We do not know why the sscular - words
"Hindu or Hindustan or Hindu Rashiia’ jar on
the ears of Raj Narayan of Hanuman fame or
Madhu Limaye. the ultra-Secularist, unless they
have turned to be Anti-Hindu Anti-Indian and
have extra-indian or extra-Hindustan loyalties.
The very language spoken by Indians is known
as Hindi’ or ’Hindustani’, the very sound of
which so very upsets these self-atyled secul-
arists. Besides, the Prime Minister Charan
Singhs Secularism does not prevent him form
wooing the Muslim League. the Akali Dal,
which names manifestly speli nothing but radid
religionism and communalism and even antiln-
dianism as in the case of the Muslim Leagus.



The Muskinm  Lesgus has M oOWn IGROmEHoUS
pistolY of having besh the cause of partition-
ng yndia that 18 Gharat  with  sword
blood. ¥What iype of secularism and  Anti-Com-
munalism {8 snia? Should ong understand  thai
he rminonies. religious and  comfiunal have
gyery rgnt 1o Sranise themselves even for @
political PUTPOSE, while the majorities have no

instiiutions  even

right 19 arganiss

then ihey  ars prepared 16 proadbase  their
instiiutions s 8% s allow members of minor-
ity communities 1o pe admitted Wlo their fold.
{f dermocralic states like Engiand, France andd
fupction as such without shik-
India that i3

Democracy

and

culiural

s

Germany could ‘
dding  thelr Christian  hentage,

BEharat. cpuld as  well practise
without having 10 sacrifice its ancient Hindu
Cyltural heritage. 1hese Secularists, out  of
selfish moiives, 10 trowbeat the B, & % and
janasanghites 0 iheir game of power polities,
appeafl 10 forget the distinction between yeligi-
onism and love {or national cultural heritage
45 also between ihe Theocoratic clerical Siate
and Civil State. Christianity 1s the Religion of
the State 0 Great Britain is on no account a
Theocratic  Staie, since  Christianity  and s
canons are Aol imposed on subjects under the
Seate and the State is not ruled by the clergy
as ihe Yatican State iz. The B, 5. 5. doss not
feligion, being the religion of
does it stand for the rile

insist on Hindu
the indian Stale #ol
of The Swamis and shankaracharyas in Hindu-
stan or Hindu Rashtra. 1t is no doubt a staunch
supportel and  aefender of Hindu or Bharativa
Cultural heritege 10 the propagation of which
yeteran CONQEss isaders and eminent men hke
the Late M K. M. Munshi and Radhakrishnan
dedicated thelr whole Vives. If these ulira-Sec-
plarsts do not fike their Hindu heritage, le
iem  dare disOWR it. There is ample room in
our Liberal-Democratic State for genuine secy
(ationalists and even athiests and anti-
caste and anti-Cemmunal  Liberals and Democ-
jats, as ihere s also for zealots of Hindu,
Mustim and Chnstian cultwres. in this contexi,
e senseless tirade caried on by Limayes and
Hanumans and Ramach-

jarisis,

seorges  and B i 0O
andras Boppais 10 pe self-stultifying, wrslavant

ancatled  tor and  even mischievous 0 the
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syfrerme. 11 nas  wrought ey
damage to the evelutlon ot
the country, spart from the
wreckage 1t has brought ahout, in the only
alternative party to the oid and moth-gaien
Congress which  still relies for its survival on
its  per-independence  gloey and  achisvemant
ander ihe leadership of Gandhili and MNahru,

irreparable

demooraic  and
politics of

LIBERAL-DEMOCRATISM ALONE 15 ENOUGH

The Janata Party nows hom of {15 fire-eating
and wayward elements, must address tiself (o the
sask of reorienting its idectogy and policies to-
wards Liberal-Democratism. They musi give up
the slogans of Seculanism, and Socialism by
which alse sl defectors and opporivnists are
swearing day in and day out This Journal, it must
be clearly stated, is devoted 1o Hationalism and
Liberiariznism from itz very inception and 1% n@t.
very much enamourted of religious or cultural rev-
wvalism of the R.5.S. or the Janasangh, but at the
came Hime it is apposed io the infanile and hypo-
critical secularism of the Defectors like that of
George Fernandes, Mrs. Muunaling Gare, Madbu
Limaye and also 1o the faciionalism of professional
pariy-breakers like Raj Maravan. As Liberatarians
we think that Seculansm is irrelevant and unm-
saning in the context of Indian politics. since
india is already a Civil Liberal-Democratic State
and it has neither a State Rebigion, nor is i
iled by any Church, Hindu or otherwise and
itz canons. |t is also owr conviction that Soc-
ialism andg Democracy are incompatible and
Dictatorship is  inherent in a sollective Society
snd that (he ron-away Tule of the ‘Demas’ be.
the masses, not checked and conurolled by
tundamentai  Civil Freedoms  of conscience.
expression and association, Freedom to pursue
any avocation and private enierprise a2nd 1o
hold property, either ends in chaos or dictator-
ship, Fascist, Gacialist or Communist

iet the Janata Party iherefore  transform
itself into a Liberal-Demacranc  Party with &
cigar-cut ideslogy of basic and inviolable frae-
dome and & BCONCIMIC progranume of maximim
production and  consequent astomaric rise in

{ Contd. on Page 33 )



it ;s satd ihat Government A8, better swhigh.

govems the !east and that Government is best

whizh .does not:gevern :at all The ssad spectaels

members &t Delhi defecting from
in power just 1 falfil ‘their ambition

of Cabinet
the party:”

of becoming: the  Prime-Minister ds M Charan
Singh-=has: openly confessed br ar fedst 'some

important Minister in the Goverrithent-is simply -
parties  are “swearing by the'

disgraceful, - AW’

same ..slogans:- of ‘Secularism Democrasy -ang-- -

Socialism 1o fool ‘people: Defectors alsp: ‘defect
with. the ..same - ‘mantram: on. “their tips: The'"
question-therefore:arises: “Why isTtheré' 'so much :

scramble for power, in post -freedom per:od?

" This !us‘t for power and authonty, it wsil be._
ldeoioglcal y
changes effected in the poht:cal th:nkmg qf the .
partles and_the new pattern of Governmental.

seeit *6n ' a close scruttny of the

set-up "anstng therefrom |n the post freedom

period that an offlce in the cabmet or thstry _
mcumbent _

Nnow bﬁngs in a rlch reward to the
in'the form Of power and prospenty wathm a

short time.” A fa mers son who had been hvmg___

only from hand' to mouth suddenty becomes

the cwner of bsg fortune WIthln a term of .

three” of five™ years by ruthlessly exploatmg the

people Who" dppioach Such a minister. for per- .
mits and licences and other favours Holdmg a po-.

litical thstenal post in the Gavernment has
therefére been looked | upon asa golden apportunity

to climb dp quickly to' the top of the ladder of
material- prospenty and affluence.

I was Ra;ajg who charaetenzed thIS Raj as

Permit, and L:cence Raj’ and.calied upon: the -

people to minimize this evil arising out of
a system. of  Government - which - centralize all
political and. economic power: into the' hands
of .ministers. .and  advocated - iree: and private
enterprise. in general -and.: public ~scector only
when . the. latter. was- -absolutely- necessary.
Under such a political, and economic set- -up, he
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opined,: --‘{miy those . whc wanted- 1o cio pubhc,
service would. ioin the Governmeni. Carrupttnn
would bereduced to the.. aninimum. PFUQ“‘"EI ty
through freedom of private.-Enterprise’ would
deeentralise . economis.: power. Deserving. and
high:souled: politicians would-: only get . public
honour and:respect. Absclute . Power would not be
there. to absolutely corrupt-the. Minister, Pubhc

Administration thuswould . became more effrc:ent_,
aﬂd _more honest

In -this connection’ dne ‘cannct but be rem-
inded of “the' cryptic--resohition . passed: by the .
British+parliamient about the- Btuart King, which:
said; - “The power ' pf tha: King: of England..is.
increasing and: it ‘must:be ‘curbed'”. In.the pols.
iticaktonditicns . prevailing ‘in India - with defe- .
clors:and =Gpportunists succeeding everywhere, |
thus befouling: the whole . ‘Indian- pofity. a eSO -
lution ‘may well-be introduced inithe Parliament
saying = The: power. of the Prime: Minister and |
other: Ministers ‘it growing and it must:be cUr-
bed” and then the Parliament must set’ ghout ..
depriving: the :Ministers of:thejr’ power: to- cont-
1ol :the:econemic dife of: the peopel and.:aggra--.
dize.-themselves - at-the cost of the -latter - Wilt
some.. enterprising.and. public sSpirited members.

of. the . .Parliament 'summon up. the. courage m

set the ball rolling -0 M.
' . L. August 197‘3”

(Contd from Page 29) ot
Vajpayee. too shouid have come 1o think, that
it is a sacrilege 1o see-an lsraeii leader. or 1talk
to him, and.that even if he did dare to talk
to him, he shouldbe have in. public as if no
such thing had: happened, fearing reprisais from
the Arabs or pro-Arab ind;ans Doubtless, but
for such a.fear -engendered in us, both: by the
Nehry indira regimes;  would we have ever fely
that-an.enemy of the Arabs is ;necessarily our .
enemy too?. Is there. anything .more servile
than this ? R .
—L L. August;. 1880



INDIZ

Meaeting

The Commenwealih Regional
held recently at Delhi, it can he fairly
went a greai way 18 clearing the cobwebs of
misunderstandings deliberately created Dy inter-
ested parties aboul india's Foreign Policy. The
vaice of anti-lndian crusade carried on by U. 5.
and some Western powers particularly int respect
of Afghanistan and Kampuchea was reflected in
the open onslaught directed - against Soviet
intervention in Afghanistan and the sly criticism
of India's stand on this issue as aiso om the
recognition by India of the present government
in Kampuchia, by Lec Quan Yew of Singapore
joined by Malcolm Fraser. President Carter’s new

stated.

agaressive policies relating to the use of nuclear
weapons by way of giving the first but effactive
blow to the enemy nation which in the present
context could only mean Soviet Russia do nat-
urally run Counter to India’s non-aligned policies
advocating peace and nonaggression as their
basic platform, from which problems of peace
and war facing the nations of the world could
he debated and solved across the table, Paki-
s1an and China are partners in this game to
hlackmail directed against india. But The Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi's firm stand on these
outstanding issues of the day based on a keen
desire to minkmise the menace to the peace
of the world, particularly in Middle Asia taken

at international forums seems to have come to
be better understood now by the moderate and
same elementis among ithe European powers. West
Germany and even Australia are reported to have
same understanding in the matter of undertaking
some joint projects like constructing  floating
docks in Tasniania and aluminium smelting pro-
jects, which move may be even construed by
the United State as instability in the relations
petween U S. and the nations. India on het
part s avowedly non-aligned in infernatioal
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policies and is under no ghligation contractual or
moral fo stand by U.S.A. at any cost. Our Prime
Minister in her welcome speech to the delegates
at the Commonwealth Regional Meeting, made
it ahundantly plain that India firmly stood
by the independence of Afghanistan and that
independence could be made secure and safe
not only by Russia’s withdrawal of her troops
from that land but also by Pakistan China and
.5.A. creating conditions in and around Afgh-
anistan, favourable for a safe withdrawal of
Russian troops. This must be admiitted 1o be a
palanced and realistic view of the situation
prevailing in that country and the neighbouring
areas.

EXPANSIONISM

As for Russia’s expansionism, after the
second war, Russia has not been able to ext-
end her sphere of influence beyond the frontier
lines which she had occupied during the war,
while it is alleged by lran against the USA
that she is interfering in her internal revolution.
There are aiso grounds for believing that the
indian Ocean is fast being turned by U.S.A.
intc a Warzone or af least a Coldwar Zene by

(Contd. from page an

the standard of living of the peopie as in all
free countries, through private and free enter-
prise and social welfarism and give a clear lead
to the country in framing sane and sound
political and economic policies, in the midst
of prevailing confounded by rtenegades and
defectors iockeving for power and peli through

any means fair and foul. Let the Party heip the
country get rid of forces of infantile and sham

Secularism, disgusting defectionism and outla-
ndish and unpatriotic Leftisum, and un-Gand

hian Gandhism. —0. M. K.
—1. L. August, 1979



her indrasion into its waters through her wars-
hips and the naval bases she is building up in
Egypt and elsewhere. india and iran  have
therefore every cause for apprehending military
designs on the part of U. S. A just in the vici-
nity of their ocean borders. Any way indira
Gandhi appears to have succadsd in removing
the misunderstandings about her Foreign Policies
from the minds of the delegates attending the
from the

— it
as could be

regional meeting. sean
joint communique issued by ail the representat-
ives which just. skips over all controvertial
issues and emphasises, the freedom of Afghan-
istan and envisages the continuation of a regime
as far as possible only with the consent of the
people inhabiting any country, ascertained thro-
ugh democratic processes. This has been and
gven now. The Indian stand on these issues.
Thus the ill-conceived attack directed against
India at the meeting was more or less stlenced
and what appeared at the commencement of the
meeting as a splendid isolation of India from
the rest of Commonwealth countries on certain
important issue of the day was turned into a
process of sweet persnasion of those who eame
te scoff but stayed back to pray along  with
India for a genuine peace in South-Asian Coun-
tries. The tables were cleverly turned against
Australia on the ground of her having played
the role of an opporent of colonial freedom.
This pertinent observation made by Indira Gandhi
almost put Australia and other allies of UJ. §. A,

on the defensive and they became apologetic
about their past attitude in this regard.

India’s main interest at this meeting lay
in regional cooperation in the economic field.
Here aiso India’s view as expressed in the
memorandum Economic Problems of the Eigh-
ties’ submitted by the Indian delegation is inc.
orporated in the resolution calling for regional
ecoperation and identifying some areas for the
purpose. It is to be hoped that these formulat-
ions spproved on paper will be implemented in
praciice and not remain only as pious hopes as
has so far happened.

The Menace of Musiim Fundamentalist
Thsocracies was the politico—religious pheno-
mena of the Middle Ages The Twentisth Cen-
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tury was supposed 1o have afven a decent
burial te such siates In the wake of scientific
and technological progress. Marxist and Com-
munist States are openly atheistic while Demo-
cracies concede freedom of conscience and
worship. It looks as if Theoeratism has come
into direct conflict with Marxist materialism
and this conflict has first made its appearance
on the borders between Communist Russia and
istamic states which are either ruled by dicta-
ters or by fanatical religious leaders. Democra-
tic States of the Wesr and also India, the
largest Asian Democracy, are irying io hold the
scales even between Atheism and Theism and
have evolved the the concept of Secularism
which divorces the State from religion and
expects them to live and let live and let live
side by side. But Mustim fundamentalism seems
to be monistic and aims at transcending all
political and social barriers and welding the
Muslim blocs of nations inte one in inalienable
entity. The entity could of course be anly
loosely buiit up on the flexible basis of auten-
onious Muslim territories. But it must be stated
her that this trend towards formation
of thsocratic Muslim States has little chance
of success in the modern scientific age that
has brougnt together all the religions into the
melting piot of materialism Even social distine-
ticns are not considered to be basic and fund-
amental 1t is therefore difficult to fully comp-
rehend what constitutes Muslim Fundamenta-
lism. It may usher in an era of retigious  wars
so a life and death struggle between Athestic
states and theoeracies and perhaps, civili wars
within democratic countries between Muslim
Fundamentalists and non-muslim masses,

This is frankly speaking an ugly develop-
ment in the Islamic world whieh may have
unwholsome reactions on world events. Perhaps
scenting this danger Mrs. Indira Gandhi made
a vague reference to importing religion into
mundane political affairs of the world.

It may be that this Muslim Fundament-
alism serves the temporary selfish interests of
some antirelations and such it is receiving their
backing. But since this is a reactionary move-



ment, no modem  stated should support it. H
must be actively opposed if not directly fought
out. 1t was therefors timely that a Warning was
sounded by the Prime Minister. in as much as
4 secular state like the Indian, Stateis axpected
to  resist any attempt on the part of any
couniry o revive a Theacratie state and even if
USA or Wastern Damocracies in their short
sight sightedness should encourage this trend
india's sympathies will and should alw
aln with those siates who are farced into siru-

Vays eI

ggie with countries wedded 10 politice- religious
fundamentalism, whether islamic or atherwise.

The-Commonwealth Regional Meeting has
shus vindicated india’s firm stand on the free-
dom of Afghanistan to be kept safe from foreign
aggression or foreign sabotage from within and
without, ecenomic cooperation in certain well
defined areas, and unalloyed secularist character
of a modsm State e B0 P, KL

— . L. October, 18980.
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FOREIGN AID

A careful country-by-country study, however, shows preity
clearly that wherever a country in recent vears ( such as West
Germany) has reformed its currency, kept it sound, and adhered
in the main to the principles of free enterprise, it has enjoyed a
miraculous recovery and growth. But where a country { such as
india) has chosen government planning, has adopted grandiose
socialistic “five-year plans’~ arbitrarily directing production into
the wrong lines, has expanded its currency but kept it overvalued
through exchange controls, and has put all sorts of restrictions
and harassments in the way of private enterprise and private
initiative, it has sunk into chronic crises of famina in spite of
bitlions of dollars in generous foreign aid.

-—Henry Hazlitt
__~THE LIBERTARIAN ALTERNATIVE™.
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The City of Bombay is the nerve-centre
of the Industrial life of not only Maharashtea
State but aiso of india and as such, job seekers
clerks, mental servants flock to the city from
the remotest cornars of the country. This fact
han given a cosmopolitan character to this city
though it is the capital of the Marathi-speaking
region. Bombay labour was perhaps first in
the field of organizing itself into Trade Unions
The trade union movement owes its origin
to the pioneering efforts made by such trade-
unionists like the late Mr. S. M. Joshi and
Bakhle and others belonging to the Servant of
India Society later on Trade Unionism came
under the influence of the Communist leaders
tike Mr. S. A, Dange and others. During
British regime, the movement was not allowed
to step out beyond the limits of Labour laws
enacted by the Government, local or central. As
Socialism became the badge of Liftist progre-
ssivism as it came to be sivled by Nehru. Jay-
aprakash Narayan and others, trade unionism
became wmore and more politically oriented.
Every political worker talked of labour welfare
since industrial labour was orgainised and was
vocal. Agricultral labour remained neglected
though some of ect. national leaders called
themselves peasani leaders.

The disparity between the emoluments
received by Industrial labour and those received
by agricultural labour is very wide even if some
allowance is made for the higher cost of living
in the city of Bombay. After independence ali
political parties attempted to get control over trade
unions. Today trade unionism as undersiood in
the west does not prevail in Bombay or in any other
industrial area of the country, Rivalry for con-
trolling trade unions among the political parties
such as the Congress Socialists or Communists
s now replaced by rivalry among trade unions
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feaders

indepenent  labour

the appetite of labour for

led by adveniurosas
who go on wheliing
demanding higher and higher emoluments exce-
eding the cost of living index figures publishad

by the Government.

Apart from the Dearness Allowance being
inked up with cost of living index published

by the Government, the system of paying
Bonus  introduced by labour legislation
in this early Thirties of this century still holds

the field even when hasic salaries and dearness
zllowance have been increasad. Insiead of
industriat mats having to pay Bonus out
of net profits made by them during the year,
the  Government has made s payment
compulsory tory. Thus Bonus has became a part
of the rotal annual wages pavable 1o the wor-
ker and it is no wonder it has become a scurce
of labour unrest and ever recurring bone of
conflict between capital and labour. In this
situation desparadoes among the Union leaders
vwho make impossible damands on behalf labour
and instigate their followers o get their dama-
nds satisfied by the Management even through
violent methods which flout the provisions of
the Indian Penal Code and of labour legislat-
ions get the better of saner elements among
union leaders And the rivalry between the pol-
itical parties to get their supper in elections
adds fuel to the fire and under party pressure,
the Government connives at or simply becomes
indiffecnt to the increasing violence indulged
in by Union workers under the leadership of
such adventurist ieaders.

This has resulted in a woeful deardock or
the industrial front in Bombay in particular and
in industrial arsas of the country in general. In
post-freedom days labour movement has taken
a violenturn since violence as experience



shows, pays more dividend than ratsing indus-
1rial disputes before the industrial courts.

fied has
unis have

This situation in the industrial
became desperate Many industrial
closed down or have been transferred to more
convenient piaces. If this sorry siate of afiairs
continues any longer, the day would not be for
distant whan the indusiry, of Bombay would
be wholly paralysed, to the misery of the une-
mployed and to the reduction of national wea-
jth, while it will be only 2 smail section of
labour and is
gains by holding the city to ransom.

leaders who will have made

This unhappy state of aifairs could be
speedly remedied i labour and its leadership
are brought under the discipline of labour legi-
slation and civil and criminal law of the land.
Political parties must cease to pamper o the
whims and caprices of [abour. The industrial
executives must alse curb their just for profit
making through illegal means Lastly the Govern-
ment must neither fear nor favour capital nor
iabour and act as a fair and just arbitrator het-
ween the two wings of industry. —D. M. K.

1. L. October, 1980

iish a National
Communists

So, the dividing

Thin Line Between Com-
munism and Fascism

Both Communism and Fascism stand for
coltectivism. The Communist collective ego is
the proletariat class and the Fascist collective
ego is the nation. Both sacrifice the individual
on the aliar of the collective ego. It makes no
differerice whether it is the class or the nation
That being the case, when Communists estab-
State being the <case,
establish a
become the prophets of patriotism, their coliec-
iive ego can hardly be distinguished form that
of the Fascists. In either case, it is totalitarian.
f{ine between Fascism and a
decadent Communism is very thin.—

National

when
State and

—M. N. Roy.
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n  consideting the language policy for
india, it is wise to keep in view the principles

which may command general acceptance

fanguage is & means for the communica—
tion of ideas. 1t is a non-material cultural ele-
ment like religion, ecience or any ttem of kno-
wledge. It cannot be owned exclusively by any
individual, and is unlike property, which is a
material cultural element and which can be
owned exclusively by an individual. Ate.acher
who chares his language and knowledge freely
with his pupils. will not equally freely share
his salary also with them because he does not
suffer diminution of his language and know_]é
dae by sharing them but will suffer diminution
of his salary by sharing it. All languages',_ and
sl the knowledge they convey, are universal
inheritances, and therefore, the possessive con-
cept of

“my” language and knowledge and

“your’ language and knowledge is not valid,
for both 1 and “you’” can acguire both the

language and knowledge.

Languages, and knowledge they convey
have no political nationality, even as they do
not have a race, a religion, or a sex. If for

instance, English w re British by political nati-
onality, white by race, Christian by religion and
mate by sex, non-Britishers like Americans and

Indians, non-whitss like Indians and Negroes,
non-Christians like Hindu and Muslims, and
event British womern would not be able to use

it. But that is not so. The concept that English
is British “and Hindi and Tami! are “indian”
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'y Science, would be a great ois

“ality or a religion.

LANGUAGE

ATIONAL LANGUAGE POLICY FOR INDIA

Hodanda Rao

YT am firmly of the opzmon that the replacement of English by Hindi fn kigher

o the change’
—S&ir C. V. Raman

Hobel Drize- Winner

is therefore invalid. Mo. language is either 'foreign

r indian’.

is correlated with a nation-
All Hindus who have the
Hindu religion in common do not speak the

Mo language

" same language. They speak ‘different languages

like Bengali, Tamil, etc. Isiam is the common
religion of all Muslims in the world, from Morocco
but they do not speak the same
language. Urdu_ ic not tha exclusive language
of Muskims in India and Pakistan, for many
non-Mustims speak it and all Muslims do not
speak it. The British and the Americans speak
the same language— English—but they do not
have the same political nationality.

to Indonesia,

Since a language or knowledge has no
organic connection with any race, religion, sex
and politicat nationality, the choice of language
and knowledge must depend on their current
utility for work and enjoyment 10 the persons
concerned. However great their admiration for
Shakespeare few Englishm2n speak today the
language which he himself used ceniuries ago.
However great their admiration for Kalidasa.
few Hindus speak the language which he used

in his Shakuntala.

The nature and number of languages that
one should learn depend largely on the range
and variety of his communicational needs The
great majority of people in any part of the
world are not likely to need more than their



s-iongue, s thow cormmunicationgl nesds

ragiite-

are lmited to s range. Those, whinss
their mother

rpenis franscend the houndanes of ihe
gir matheay

tongue, need more languages than ih
tongus Diplomats need several languages as they
fikely 10 be posted  to  different countiies with
different lfanguagss.

Poople whoss  mother-1ongues is a well-
deveioped language. like English, hardiv need
any other langusage as most kniowledge 1§ ave-

dable in it

Language per se is nodt knowlede except
io @ few linguists. it s like the spoop which
carries the sugar to the mouth. but it 1s the
sugar that is consumed and not the spoon. 1o
mest people it i3 the medium for knowledge,
which they need for work and enjoyment.
While a few aifted peopie may lsam saveral
tanguages if only as their hobby, most people
prefer o heve 1o learn the minimum nimber of
languages and scripls for meximum  use. Ths
best policy is | maximum Kpowiedge through
mimimum number of languages and scripts.

Cince a child siarts speaking in its, mother
tongue even before i learms 1o read and write
it at home or at school and normaily vses it for
mest purpopes, it is the best means of asquir-
ing knowledg I the mother-tongue s well-
developed like, say, English, there is hardly and
need for & second language. But if it be not
weli-developed, a well developed second lang-
vage is very useful for a wider rangs of needs.

In view of the above considerations, what
ave the linguistic needs of India jor current
purposes, and how osh they be mel with max-
imwm wtility  and minmum strain on mind and

money ¢

Draring  the last conhury and ovar thers
has been a kind of horizontal hilingualism N
the

mediz of primary sducaiion and village admini-

India. Several mother tongues have he

sivation, and one single languags, English, was
the medium of post-prircary education and post
village administration, Provincial and Central

ficuiarly after indian in

niac
by Hindi at the Centef and by
languages ai all levels of education and admi-
nistration in so-calied uni-lingual  States. But
ne linguistic Siate has hecome uni-lingual bui
has had several linguistic inorities.

have heen advocating the replacemant oi English

While it is admitted that no single majority
language in any Siate in india is today able 1o
replace English with equal efficiency, the hops
is cherished that, if i1 be made the sole medium
at all levels of education and adminstration,
it will soon be able 1o do so. But as Erglich
will pet stay out tili the other langnages catch
up, the prospect of their catching wp with Eng-
lish is receding like the horizon,

The people whose mother-1ongue happens
to be the langnage of the majority of a Sizte
have been forcing it by low as the official tan-
guage of that State, due largely to their Hoagu-
jetic patriotism. But they cailously ignore that
pepole who speak the minority languages have
also linguistic patriotism for their mother-tong-
use and resent the imperialism of ithe mother-
tongue of the majority.

14 each linguistic State adopts it major
language for all purposes, the administrative
unity of Indis would broken up. which few
seerm 1o contemplate  with squanimity, Some
pepole, who would pressrve the unity, would
continue English as the official language of the
Governmeni of India and as ihe medgivin of
higher education in India until Hiadi is developed
eonsgh to take pwer. Bui siil others would get
rid of English at sace, i1 0ol soaner The main
resson  for thelr antipathy 1o English is  that,
in their opinicn. Hindi s an “Ingdian’ languags,
and English, & “Foreign” language, imposed on
india by the British rperialists, like Lord Ma-
caulay, and which independent  india shouldd
hapish  forthwith 1 As a3 matisy of fact it was
Raja Harm Mohan foy, the eminent indlan pa-
ot and scholar, who  invited English befcre
the arival of Macaulay with a view to the
introduction of modern experimentel Seience i



Indig  which had made significant progress  in
England since Sir Francis Bacon invented the
gxperimental method and which would help
india also.

~Foreign” and | Indian”’ denote political
nationalities  If, as stated earlier, no, language
has a political nationality, no language, neither
English nor Hindi, can be either ‘fereign’ or
‘Indian’ The only relevant question s their
relative utitity for modem purposes.

Granting without admitting, that a langu-
age can be “foreign”is English “foreign”? The
Linguistic Census Indiz of 1887 classfied lan-
guages and dialecis current in india at the time
under “Indian” and “'non-indian” and included
among the “indian’ group Sanskrr, which was
the mother-tongue of just 558 Indian nationals,
and over fifty dialects each of which was the
mother-tongue of just a single Indian national,
though it did not say with whom that singie
indian spoke in that dialect | On the other
hand, it Included English among the “non-ind-
ian” languages, though it is the mother-tongue
ot seme thousands of indian nationals inciy-
ding the Anglo-lndians who are hundred per
cent Indian nationals and who are recognised

as such in the Indiar Constitution | To acknow-
ledge Anglo-lndians as “Indian” nationals and
condemn their mother torigue as “foreign’ s
not only most itiogical but also most insulting

to the “indian nationals” who heppen to be
either Anglo-Indians or other indians.

[n 1954 Mr. M. C. Chagla, then Chief
Justice of the Bombay High Court, in the fam-
ous judgmenit in Bombay Fducation Society vs.
The State of Bombay, pronounced inter alia
that English was an “ndian” language and the
“more important indian language * The Supie-
me Court upheld the judgment of the
Bombay High Court.

As Minister of Education in the Govarn-
ment of Indian in 1265, Mt Chagla said that
English was no ionger the language of foreign
rulers and that it was a badge of progress and
not of humiliation to Indians. On March 23,
1953. Mr. C. Raiagopalachari, than whom there
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is no greater indian patrict, said that Enalish
was one of the languages given io us by God-
dess Saraswathi In his speech at the- Nagpur

Rotary Club on August, 17, 1961, Mr Y. 2.
Chavan, now Minister for Finance in the Gove-

rmment of India, said that English was not a
‘foreign™ but a ‘national’, language. Drl K. M.
Munishi said, in his Note on Hindi of February
26, 1956, that English was an ‘indian language
by adoption.”

In his speech in Hyderabad on Becember 8,
1955, Mr, Jawaharlai Nehru, then Prime Mini-
ster of India said that English should have been
included among the ‘Indian’ languages. listed in
the English Schedule. of the Indian Constitution
In response to Mr. Frank Anthony’s plea in pa-
rliarment on August 7, 1959, to include Engtish
in the Schedule to ‘remove the taint of fore-
ignness’, Mr Nehru said that non-inclusion in
the Schedule did not mean that English was
not an ‘lndian’ language, and pointed out that
it was recognised by the Sahitya Academy, ala-
ng with several other ‘Indian’ languages.

in so far as English is said to be toreign’
inasmuch as it did not originate within the four
corners of India most of what is being taught
in the Indian education system_ like the Physi-
czl Sciences and the Social Sciences, Medicine
and Engineering, stc., is also of foreign’ origin,
but there is no ‘patrictic’ demand 1o eschew it
and replace it by Puranas and lthihasas | Scores
oi Indians are being sent to ‘foreign” countrice
like Britain and Ametica to learn, not Hindu
PURANAS but ‘foreign’ Sciences and Techno-
logy, Even most of the administrative systems
in india today are of foreign origin. But there
is ne “patriotic” demand of boycott them. They
are retained and valued because of their useful-
ness in modernising Indie The more of them,
as well as of English, the better for India.

There is 2 large bodv of opinion in India
teday that Engliesh is necessary as the mediom
of higher education in india to facilitate the
acquisition of modern up-to-date krnowledge.
English is ussful for much else also According
to UNESCO, more than 1,500 vocations were



nraetised in the world A good many of them
obtain in india aiso and offer the means of
veiihood for millions of people who do not
aspire o go to the University. In most of the
Jocations improvernents  are constantly being
made and f{ind rsady p»_;bsicauen in  English
periodicals, pamphlets  and  books. Because
they are published in English with international
circulation, they lend themselves 1o be printed
in ihousands of copies and at & low price per
copy. Most of the indian crafismen are stil
at the level of skiil which their forefathers had
attained :f‘mﬂfrwﬁ ago. It is  most  cruel
and uneconomical to- deny thems modern know-
ledge in their skills. Either it shouid be provided
te them in their mother—tongues and at prices
they can pay, which is almost impossible, or
they should be taught English. English has a
unique universality of utility, In so far as Eng-
lish is advocated as a compuisory language
even from the Primary level of education, if
only as part of the Three - Language Formula,
it is bound to be universal in India in the near
futu:e Since Hindi has not the same usefulness,
it is an unnecesary infliction to make it also
compulsory.

The tate Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri, as Home
Minister in the chamment of india, said that
Hindi would be made the sole official language
of the Government of india when a suificient
number of non-Hindi people had acquired suffi-
cient knowledge of Hindi. He did not reveal how
the sufficiencies would be tested and by whom.
if Hindi be made compulscery on students under
the Three-Language Formula and even on offic-
ials under official pressure, the next Census
will list the great mojority of non-Hindi paople

s “'knowing  Hindi, and offer the excuse for
making it the sole official language of India.
But the ©Census, which can measure only
the number of non-Hindi people who have to
say that they had learnt Hindi, will not howe-
vey measure their efficiency in Hindi. By and
large, most non-Hindi people will have acquired
only a smattering of Hindi and not the same
afficiency in it as the Hindi people and are
bound to suffer a permanent handicap. Non-
Hindi People should, therefore, reject Hindi in

any {ovms other than as a voluntary hobby, iiks
any other language, say, Bengalt of French.,

wiiile  everybody should be free io learm
any :n_ﬁ'r'nber of languages and scripts voluriarily -
and at his own e;{_pense, the State should promote,
at taxpayers’ expense only _thé: mother-tongues in
Roman script and also English since most moth-
er-tongues are ili-equipped for modern, particu-
Iar[\_( useful, knokwledga:

in so far as the Constitution ordams com
puisory education of children till their age of
fourteen, and English is made compulsory, the
whole of the indian population will” in the next
decade or so have acguived a working knowle-
dge of English, at least enough to enable them
to read it for their vocational knowledge” tho-
ugh not to speak and write fluently enocugh to-
attempt literature in it. English thus acquired
will, if necessary, constitute the “link” langu-
age to those who need it. It is more useful to
concentrate India’s - limited resources on fwo
langiages, Mother-tongue and English than
burden the people, particularly children, with a
third, Hindi, which most of them will not need
at any time.

The adoption of Hindi as the official -jan-
guage of India gives an unearned advaniage 1o
the moiher-tongue, who spsak it even before
they learn to read and wirite it it and who use
it for most of their linguistic needs, and inflicts
an undeserved handicap on other Indians who
have to learn it much later in life and in schoot
and have faw occasions to use it There cannot
be equality of facility.in the use of, Hindi. bet-
ween those who have it as their mother-iongue
and those who do not, exceptin very rare cases
Even as wost Germans cannot compete with
Englishmen v the English languags, even as
most Englishmen cannot compéte with Germans
in the German language sc also non-Hindi-
speaking Indians  cannot compeie on  equal
terms with Hindi-speaking Indians. [t is & fact
admitted even by the Hindi protagonists. It is
a permanent and unfair preference for one mother
tongue, Hindi, as against several other mother-
tongues, 1o which the latter cannol at any 1lime



and for any reason submit wiilingly A few ex-
ceptions apart, while the Hindi peopie are defe-
nding Hindi because it is their mother-tongue,
the non-Hindi people have not been equally
selfish in that they did not demand that any
of their mother-tongues should be the official
ianguage of India. The conflict is between Hindi
selfishness and non-Hindi unselfishress. in sup -
porting English, the non-Hindi people are not
standing for unearned advantage for their mother
tongues, since it s not their mother-tongue,
but because it equalises the linguistic toad on
all Indians, Furiher, it is more usefui than any
other fanguage current in India for the easy flow
into india of modern knowledge which every
body needs.

Some fiiends have advocated that Hindi
and English should both be adopted as the
official languages of the Government of India.
it every official document should be in both the
languages simuitaneously or all purposes it rmay
leac to conflicts as to which version was corr-
ect and authoritative, The cost of such biling-
ualism is bound to be colossal. There is ne
justification to incur it when there is not enough
money to liquidate the colossal illiteracy in india,
which is estimated at about seventy percent !
Bilingualism of Hindi and English may be a
clever manoeuvre to taper off English and leave
Hindi as the sole official language of India and

as soon as possible |

Folicies of the several Provincial Govern-
menis impinge on one another and on the
Government of Indiz, and sometimes on the
Governments of other countries as well, and
must therefore be in the same single language.
English is best fitted for that role.

While peoples of many countries in the
world, whose mother-tongue is other than Eng-
lish, are learning it and while most delegates
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from most countries are using it in most of the
international gatherings, it is most unfortunate
and reactionary that indians, who inherited
English for over a century and built up their
political, administrative and educational sysiems
on its basis, should deliberately discard it on
the faise assumption that it is “foreign”’,

It is, therefore most rational and wise that
English should continue as the sole official langy-
age of the Government of India and the medigm of
higher education and administration all over India
and the mother-tongue or English as the medium in
the lower level of administration and education and
on & permanent hasis.

The mother-tongue is better fitted for the
more exalted use as the “language of the heart”
in subjective literature, such as poetry, essay,
drama, biography and fiction, which are indivi-
dualistic in autharship and vary with individual
readers in appreciation, while English is better
fitted for the less exalted use as the “language
of the head” in objective and factual Science
and Technology, which have a common validity
to the majority of people and for official and
commercial purposes. Further, literature in any
language has a more intimate appeal to those
who have it as their mother-tongue because of
their familiarity with its peculiar idioms, nuan-
ces and allusion which may lose their literary
flavour in translation but writings in Stience
and Technology and otficial and commercial
correspondence hardly ever rise to the level of
high-class literature and tfend themselves to
translation into any other languages without
loss of their validity. The best pclicy therefore
is : MOTHER-TONGUE FOR LITERATURE AND
ENGLISH FOR SCIENCE AND FOR GOVERN-
MENT AND COMMERCIAL USE.

—l. L. September 1971



AATIONALISH

A SPECULAR HUMANIS

IDIRCLARATION

{ Fhic Seclaration was Srafted by Dr. Daul Hurtz and endorsed by leading humanists
from all paris of the worl§,~ES ) :

SECULAR humanism is a vital force in the
contemporary world, [t s now under unwarran-
ted and intemperate attack from various quarters.
This declaration defends only that form of secular
humanism which is explicitty committed 1o de-
mocracy. It is opposed to all varieties of belief
that seek supernatural sanction for their values
or espouse nile by dictatorship.

Democratic secular humanism has been a po-
werful force in world culture. lis ideals can be
traced to the philosophers, scientsis, and poeis
of classical Greece and Rome, to ancient Chin-
ese Contucian Society, to the Carvaka movem-
ent of India, and the other distinguished inteli-
ectual and moral traditions. Secutarism and hu-
manism ware eclipsed in Europe during the Dark
Ages, when religious prety croded humankind's
confidence in its own powers to slove human
problems. They reappeared in force during the
Renuissance with the reassertion of secular and
humanists values in literature and the arts again
in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries with the development of
modern science and a naturalistic view of the
universe and their influence can be found in the
eighteenth century in the Age of Reason and
the Enlightenment. Democratic secular humanism
has creatively flowered in modern times with
the growth of freedom and democracy.

Countiess millions of thoughtful persons have
espoused secuiar humanist ideals, have fived sig-
nificant lives, and have contributed to the Buit-
ding of a more humane and democratic world.
The modern secular humanist outiook has ted
to the application of science and techpology to
the improvement of the human condition. This
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nas had a positive‘ effect on reducing poveity
suifering, and disease in various parts of the
world in extending longevity, on improving tran-
sportation and communication, and in making
the good life possible for more and more people.
1t has led to the emancipation of hundred of
millions of people from the exercise of blind
faith and fears of superstition and has contrib-
uted to their education and the enrichment of
their lives. Secular humanism has _p_r__oy_ided an
impetus for humans 10 selve their p_foblemswi,th
intelligence and perseverance. 10 éo_nquer geog-

raphic and social frontiess, and to extend the
range of human explorotion and adventure.

Regrettably, we are today - faced: wilhr 2
variaty of anti-secularist trends @ the reappeara-
nce of dogmatic authoritarian religions; funda-
mentalist, literalist, and doctrinaire Christianity;
a rapidly growing and unpcompromising - Moslem
clericalism in the Middle East and Asia;. the
reassertion of orthodox authority by the Roman
Catholic papal hierarchy; nationalistic religious
Judaism; and the reversion to obscurantist relig
jons in Asia. New cults of unreason as well
as bizarre paranormal and accult beliefs, such
as belief in astrology. reincarnation and the
mysterious power of alleged psychies are grow-
ing in many Western societies. These disturbing
developments follow in ths wake of the merge-
nce in the earlier part of the twentieth century
of intoferant messianic and totalitarian guasire-
ligious movements, such as fascism and comm-
unism. These religious activists niot only are
responsible. for much of the terror and violence
in the world today but stand in the way of
sofutions to the world's most serious problems.



Paradoxically, some of the oritics of sec-
ular humanism maintain that i is s dangefous
philosophy. Some assert thar it is “morally
cotrupting” because it is committed 1¢ individual
freedom, others that . it. condones “injustice”
because it defends democratic due process..
We who support democratic secular humanism
deny such charges, which are based upon mis-
understanding and misinterpretation, and. we seek
o cutiine a set of principles that most of us
share. Secular humanism is not a dogma or a
creed. There are wide differences of opinion
among secular humanists on many issues. Neve-
riheiess, there is a loose consensus with respect
to several propositions. We are apprehensive that
modern civilization is threatenad by forces antit-
hetical to reason, democracy, and freedom, Many
religious believers will no doubt share with us
a belief in many secular humanist and democra-
tic values, and we welcome their joining  with
us in the defence of these ideals.

2. Free Inquiry. The first principle of demacratic
secular humanism is its commitment to free inqui-
ry. We oppose any tyranny over the mind of man,
any efforts by ecclesiatical political ideologycal
of socia linstitutions to shackle free thought. In the
past such tyrannies have been diricted by churches
and states attemping to enforce the edicts of
religious bigots. In the history of ideas establ-
ished institutions, both public and private, have
attempted to censor inquily, to impose ortho-
doxy on beliefs and values and to excommiun-
icate heretics and extirpate unbelievers. Today,
the struggle for free inquiry has assumed new’
forms. Sectarian ideologies have become the
new theologies that use political parties and
government in their mission to crush dissident
opinion, :

Free inquiry. entatls recognition of civil
liberties as integral te its pursuit, that is a free
press; freedom of communication, the right to
organize opposition parties and to join volunt-
ary associations, and freedom to cultivate and
publish the fruits of scientific of phile-sophi-
cal, artistic, literary; moral and religious free-
dom. Free inquiry requires that we tolerate
diversity of opinion and that we respect the
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the right

Lrid

beliafs,
however unpopuiar they may be. withsut social or
fega!l prohibtion or fear of sancrions. Though we
may-tolerate contrasting points odf view, this does
not mean that they are immune to critical scrutiny.
The guiding premise of those who believe in free
inquiry is that truth.is more likely to be liscov-
ered if the oppartunity exists for the free xechan-

PR L e oot
{0 eXpiaess ine

. ge of oppasings: opinions: the process of interc.

hange is frequently as important as the result
This abp!ies not only to science and to everyday
life, but 1o politics, econoamics. marztity; and
religion.

2. Separation of Church and State. Beca-
use of thelr commitment to freedom, secular
humahists believe in the principle of the separ-
ation of chruch and state. The lessons of
history are clear : wherever one religion or ideo-
logy is established and given a dominant posi-
tion in the state, minority oppinions are in ieo-
pardy. A Pluralistic, opem democratic society
allows all points of view 1o be heard, Any
effort to impose an exclusive conception of
Truth, Piety Virtue, or Justice upon the whols
of society is a violation of free inquiry. Cleri-
cal authorities should not be permitted 1o legi-
slate their own parochial views—whether moral
philosophical, political; educational; or social
—for the rest of society,

Nor should tax revenues be exacted for
the benefit or support of sectarian religious
institutions. Individvals and voluntary associati-
ons should be free to accept or not to accept
any belief and to support these convictions
with whatever resources they may have, with-
out being compelied by taxation to contribute
to those religious faiths with which they do
not agree. Similarly, church properties should
share in the burden of public revenuas and
should not be exempt from taxation. Compul-
sory religious oaths and prayers in public ins-
uitdtions  (pelitical or educational) are also a
violation of the separation principle.

Today, nontheistic as well as theistic ralj-
gions compete for attention. Regrettably, in
communist countries, the power of the state is



ECTIEe an dsologcal

SGGirine

on the sooisly, without toigraiing i

of dissenting of heretical views. Harg

a meodern secular vession of the viglation of

the separation principle.

3. The Ydeal of fresdom,

forms  of iotaliinianism i penthed
secular and aonsecular-—ali of which we WG
sously opposs. As democratic seuclarist We
consistenily defend tne ideai ot fresdo st
only freedom of canscience and beifel from

those ecciesiastical, political and ECONDMIC ini-
eyesis
poiitical  liberty,

them but  gsnuine
democratic decision  making
hased upon majority rule and respect for min-
of taw Wa stand not
anty for Freedom from refigicus control but Tor
from jingolstic governmant contro] as wall, We
sre for the defence of basic human rghts., -
cluding the right 1o proiesi life, iiberty,
ihe pursuit of happiness. vigw, a free
society should also encouiage somsa

ority righis and ihe rule

and
in our
measure
of sconomic freedom, subject ondy 1o such re-
sirictions as are necessary in tha public inter-
est, This individuals
should be shle to compete in the markeinlace
organize fres trade unions, and carry on thei
oocupations and caresrs on their occupations and
carssrs without undue interierent by centralized

means that and

groups

solitical control. The right to private property is
s human right without which other rights are
nugatory. Where i1 ts necessary 1o imit any of
thase righis in & democracy, the limitation
should be wstified in terms of Hs consequen-
ces in strengtheening the entire struclure ot
human rights,

4 Fthics Based
The maoial views of

an Cptical  inielligence

humanism  have
peen subjected to criticism by religious fundcame-
atalict theiste. The secular humamst FECOGRIZES

the ceniral rote of moraiity in human hife. Indeed

saculay

ethics was developed as a branch ot human
knowledge long before religionists prociatmed
their moral systems based upon divine autho-
rity. The field of ethics has had a distinguished
list ef thinkers contributing to its development

fiom Sacrates, Democritus, Aristotle,  Eplcuns,

T

Lk

terus, o Spino

saire, ¥ani, Bentherm, ML
ang Ruyssell, Pohn Dewey,
an inHuentisl philosophical

tragition that
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ithat othice Is &n SUIONOMHOUE field of ingu-
iry. that sthical judgements can pe formulated

independently  of revealed feligion. snd  that
sagmzp  heings  can cultivats practical  resson
and wisdom and, by its application, achieve

tiwes of virtue and
have emphasized the nesd 1o cultivate
an appreciation for the reguirements  of Social
justice and for an individuals obligations and
responsibilities 1oward others.  Thus secularists
deny that rmorality needs to be reduced

gophars

Loty
religious belief or tha! thoze who do not espa-
use a religious doectrine are immnoat,

For secubae humanisis, ethical conduct i&
ar should be judgsd by criticat reason, and their
goz! 15 10 develop autGnoOmMous and responsible
individuals, capable of making thair own  chob-
life hased upon an undersianding of
human behavior. Morality that is not God-based
need not be antisocial, subjective. or DEOTTISG—
uous, nor nead it lead 1o the breakdown of
moral standards. Aithough we belisve In 1olera-

ces in

e

rina diverse litsstyles aped social manners,
do pet thipk they are wmmune o criticisim.  Maor
do we believe that any one church should impG-

We

se he views of moral virtue and sin sexual
condunt, marriage; diverce; birin control,  or
shortion, or legisiste them for the rest of

soo1sty.

Ao secelar humanisis we believe in ihe
central wnporiance of the value of human happ-
iness here and now, We are opposed 1o Abso-
tutist morality, yet we maintain  that abjective
standards emerge, and ethical vaiues and princ-
iples may be discovered, i the course of ethical
detibaration.

maintainsg that it

gings to tead meaningful

is possible
and wholesome lives for inamselves and i se-
rvice to theilr fellow human bsings without  the
need of religious
of clevgy.

rommandmants or the benefit

Tney have beesn  any number of



humanisis
have demonstrated moral principles  in

distinguished  secularists and

personal lives and works; Protagoras, Lucretius
Epicurus. Spinocza, Hume, Thomas Pain, Diderot
Mark Twain, George Fliot John Tiuart Mijl
Ernest Renan, Charles Darwin, Thomas Edison,
Clarence Darrow; Robert ingersoll, Gilbert Mu-
rray. Albert Schweitzer; Albert Einstein, Max

Bom; Margaret Sangsy and Bertrand  Russel!
among others.
b, Moral Education

development s i
end young adults. We do not belisve that
particular geet can claim important values as
their exclusive preperty; hence it s the duly
of public education 1o des) with these values.
Accordingly, we suppert moral education in the
schools that is designed to develop an apoprec-
tation for moral virives, intelligence, and the
building of character. We wish o ERCOUrage
wherever possible the growih of moral awaren-
ess and the capacity for free choic and an
understanding  of the consecuences thereof.
We do not think it is moral to baptize infants.
to confirm adolescents, or to Impose a religio-
us creed on young psople before they are ahble
to consent. Although childrerr  should learn
about the history of, religious moral practices,
these young minds should not be indoctrinated
in & faith before they are mature enough to
evaluate the merits for themselves. It shouid
be noted that secular humanism is not so much
@ specific morality as it is & method for the

explanation  and discovery of rational moral
principles
G. Beligisas Skepticism, As secular hum-

anists we are generally skeptical about suparm-
atural claims. We recognize the imporiance of
religious experience; that experience that redi-
rects and gives meaning to the lives of human
beings. We deny. kowever that such experien-
ces have anything to do with the supsmaiural
We are doubtful of waditiona! views of Gaod
and divinity. Symbolic and mythologicai inter-
pretations of religions ofien cerve as rationaii-
zations for a sophisticated minority, leaving the
bulk of maniind to floundar in
confusion.

theclogical
We consider the universe to be a
dynamic scene of natural forces that are most

effectively undarstood by  scientific

inguiry.
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We are always open to the discovery of new

possibilities and phenomena in nature. However
we find that waditional views of the existence
of God either are meaningless have not yvet bedn
demonstrated to be true, oy are tyrannicaliy
exploitative. Secular humanists may be agnost-
iCs. atheists, rationalists; or skeptics, but they
find insufficient evidence for the ciaim that
some divine purposs exisis for the universe

They reject the idea that God has intervenad
miraculously  in history or  revesled himselt
o a ‘chosen few, ar that he

can save of redeem sinners. They believe that men
and womsan are free and are responsible for their
awn destinics and that they cannot look toward
sofme transcendent being for saivation. We reject
the divinity of Jesus the divine mission of Moses
Maohammed, and other letter-day prophets and
saints of the various sects and denominations,

We do not accept as true the literal intsrpret-
ation of the Old and New Testamenis. ihe
Koran, or other aliegedly sacred reiigious doe-

uments, however important they may be as jit-
Religions are pervasive socislogical
phenomena and religious myths have long per-
sisted in human bhistory. In spite of the fact
that human beings have found religions to be
uplifting and 2 source of sclace, we do not
find their theological claims te be trus. Religi-
ons have made negative as well as positive
contributions toward the development of human
civilization. Although they have heiped to build
hospitals and schools and st their best have

encouraged the spirit of love and charity, many
have alsc csused human suffering by being
intelerant of those whe did not accept their

dogmas or creeds. Some religions have been
tanatical and repressivs narrowing human hopes
iimiting  aspirations and precipitating rejigious
wars and  viclence. While religions have no
doubt ffered comifort to the bereaved and dying
by helding forth the promise of an immortal
iife they have also arcused morbid fear and
dread. We have found no convincing evidence
that there is a separble “suut” or that it exists
hefore birth or survives death. We must there-
fore conclude that the ethical life can be lived
without the iHusions of immaortaltity or reincar-
nation. Human beings can develop the seif-co-

eratuer.

nfidence necessary to ameliorate the human
condition and tc lead meaningful productive
Lves, —1F. L. February 1981



