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THE SAD DEMISE OF MRS. ELLEN ROY 

J T was with a sense of great sorrpw, not unmixed 
with horror, that we received the news of the 

cold-blooded murder of Mrs. Ellen Roy, the widow 
of late Mr. M. N. Roy, the great Indian patriot and 
founder of The Radical Humanist Movement in India, 
at her residence at Dehra Dun on 14th December 
1960. The motive behind the murder is not yet 
reliablv known but strong rumours have it that it 
was a· political murder. The local Police assisted by 
detectives are investigating into the matter and it is 
hoped that they will leave no stone untumed to 
unravel the mystery of this murder of an outstanding 
worker in the cause of India's freedom and her cui· 
tural 'and social uplift. 
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husband. Along with Mr. Roy. she joined the Con~'"" 
with a view to bringing about a radical change in the 
Congress ideology and programme. Therealter, dur· 
ing the War. the Roys and their followers broke away 
from the Congress and founded the Radical Demo· 
cratic Partv which was dissolved ahout the vear I ~50. 
Then they' founded the Radical Humanist Movement 
with a Humanist, Cosmopolitan and Radical approach 
to problems political. economic, soCial and philn,o· 
pltical, conlrontinl( not only India but the entire 
world. Mrs. Roy was a faithful partner of her hu•· 
b;and in ev~r\' sense of the term. After Rov'o; rclca'tc 
from jail in [936, she nursed him back to health from 
a serious i11ne~~ with lovin1( care and·tcndcr Jlfcctiun. 
Dur~ng the hectic political life of Mr. Roy at the 
time or the w .... she ,rood solidly by her hu·.hand, 
accompanying him wherever he went. t.tking down 

Mrs. Ellen Rov was born in France about 52 years in Shorthand every word that fell from It" lip' at 
J~? of an Amefican father and a <;iermJ.n mother. public meetings, confcrcnc.:cs and llicminar~. Th1.· rich 
W nit her parents she went, as a ch1ld, to Ge~many Ro\'ist literature that is ava1lahl~ tod•v to all lovrr. 
and. h~d her education there .. Prior to her comm~ to of· philosophy. rationali,m, and <anc· political and 
lnd1a tn 1937 when she mamed M. N. Roy, she. ~as. cco"omic tl10u~ht, wouiJ not have '"en the li~hl of 
weU·k~own for her left-wmg cultural and P<?illlcal the da.'· hut for the unrcminin~ toil and rare devotion 
acuv1ttes. She had been for some time workan~ a~ that c;hc brou~ht to hear on the work of «.:nllcclmv. 
the Szcretary of the European Branch of the ~easants Rtl~ \ o;pl!'cche.,. and writin~"- Even after I he dL·<~rh 
International and also edited a journal publ1she<l bv of her beloved hushand' when •he felt, as •he vcrv 
the same organisation. Mrs. Roy shared with M. N. often cxpre"cd. lonoh· and forlorn, she stuck up ri1 
Roy the shifting fortunes within the lntem~ttonal her hu~hdnd'o; rc\idence determined at all c;oo.,h rn 

_ Comm~nist movement as a dissident Communrst and carry on his lofty m1o,o.,inn. Her pcrwnal cuntrihu· 
~,,a Rad1cal. 1i11n'. to RJ.dici..ll Hum<.~nl'tl thought arc ru.:h, hrdlJ<~nf 

''-ecOn her arrival in India. she whole-heartedly plung· and .varied. She .continued to edit the Radical Hu· 
ed -,;"'Self into the Radical movement started hy her m•n .. t. a weekly JOurnal started by her hu•hand With 



~reat ability. and credit, till .the last. Lately sh~ was 
occupied wtth the collection of the unpublished 
works of M. N. Roy and with the M. N. Roy Archive 
l'rojects. 

We, therefore, look upon her death as an irreparable 
0 

loss to India and to the Humanist movement based 
upon the ideal of cosmopolitanism-not the present· 
day fashionable cult of internationalism-rooted in 
the essential dignity and freedom of man as an indi· 
vidual and also to the Indian renaissance movement 
of rationalism thought and cultural enlightenment. 
We, as Libertarians, have much in common with the 
basic spirit of this Humanist movement and as such 
whole-heartedly' associate ourselves with the grief and 
sorow felt all over the country at the tragic end of 
Mrs. Roy's noble and dedicated life and career. We 
hope and trust that the great cause for which she 
Jived and at last laid down her life will be carried 
forward by the devoted band of Radical Humanists 
who arc silently but surely influencing the political 
and cultural thought of the country in a much grea· 
Lcr measure than is generally admitted and re· 
cugniscd. 

NATIONAL UNITY 

1 N spite of the cultural homogeneity of India and 
in spite of the unity of administration under the 

Federal Constitution underlying the States' Govern· 
mcnts, today we arc seeing the painful spectacle that 
political consciousness among the literate section of 
the people is not strong enou~:h to prevail al(ainst 
narochial party and other sectional interests in the 
hc<·tic race for the spoils of the democratic system. 
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The ruling cliques in Assam (Congress as mQch 
as others such as the PSP) have gone the length of 
conniving at, if not originating, fractricidaf riots 
against linguistic minorities in order to have Assam 
for the Assamese exclusively. 

States like Bihar have imposed domicile restric­
tions on applicants for jobs that make nonsense of 
All·lndia citizenship. In Kashmir, citiZe!J$ from the 
rest" of India cannot acquire property, or enter.into its 
administrative service, in spite of qualifications. 

Leaders like Nehru, Rajendra Prasad, Pandit Pant 
and Dr. Radhakrishnan have taken to exhortations 
to the geo~ral publi~-to respect national unity! 

But the greatest offenders against unity are these 
very persons in power in Government and Party! 
An ounce of practice is worth several tons of advice. 
Example is better than precept. If persons in power 
show unmistabably, that they prefer merit to nepo­
tism and partisanship ·in every instance of giving a 
job, or granting a promotion in the services, the peo· 
pie will respond in full measure. 

There are justifiable complaints that there is no 
justice in the administration in any State nor in the 
Union Government. Provincialism is running riot. 
A knowledgeable official said recently that in a parti· 
cular case, a Minister from Bengal filled up eight 
out of nine high posts under his patronage with Ben· 
galis, passing over several candidates with superior 
merit from other provinces. 

It is said with much truth that each Ministry in 
the Union Government is an empire by itself:"'=~'· 
preserve of the provincial hangers-on of 'the 'Mil'itster:" · ....... - ....... . 

Cultural homogeneity is a frail thing when confront· 
ed with such flagrant injustices in the ordinary busi· 
ness of life. • 

In spite of (or in addition to) preaching national 
unity to all and sundry, leaders would serve the 
cause more effectively if they set a better example 
of national loyalty rising above province and party, 
caste and religion. 

There should be one standard of judgment and 
ratronage applicable, without discrimination among 
all citizens. on the basis of individual merit and quali· 
fication irrespective of the group and locality to which 
they belong. 

This is the only way of effecting a transition from 
tribe to nation. 

In addition to meeting out justice to individual 
merit cutting across province, caste, religion and 
ever~ ot.her fact.or irrelevant for the performance of 
t-he rob m questton, the leaders in office should make 
up their minds to fulfil the rigour of the law to the 
last particle when it is contravened bv influential 
groups in party or government. • 

The spectacle of refusing judicial enquiry even in 
~ases of grave rioting, resulting in the death and in· 
rury of hundreds of citizens to shield party men or 

•• 



bffi.cials guilty of exceeding their pot~ers hls ckmo­
rahsed .the people. It has destroyed the prestige and 
mo~a~ mlluenc~ of the ruling party. The r.Sult is 
cyn1t1sm. The1r words ,of· exhortation have no ma~ic 
on ·account of the lacK of moral integrity in the 
speakers. · . , . 

Cult'!re also demands that the wrong doers should 
be puntsheli. 

In .Assam th~ h.igh-ups who are suspected of havinR 
conmyed .at noting b~ve escaped punishment and 
even InqUiry. 

In the Punjab, many smugglers and other wrong· 
doers h!lve been known to be under the protection 
of men m power. They go scot-free!. 

The Punj~bi Subah agitators use the Gurudwaras 
for s1'bvers1ve and violent activities and political 
consp1racy! They shelter behinol the sancity of the 
~acred places. . 

~hey behave just like those Muslims who misuse 
the1r mosques for political propaganda and consoi­
racy sheltered by the usage that sacred places sh~uld 
be beyond the policeman's entry. 

Danda or le!!al .punish.ment is not being meted out 
to offet:t~ers With Impartial and fearle.s justice. Police 
a'!d m1htary power is given to governments to use 
Without fear or favour against Jaw-breakers in accor· 
d•~ce. w1th due process of law or law established. 
Tlus IS part of c~lture. There is no use blamim•. 
cultural homoge!'elo/ when it is !IO! supported by the 
enf?rcemen~ of JUStice. Under s1m1lar circum<tnnc~•. 
nat!onal u01ty will break up even in well-establi•hcd 
'!atlonal democracies like European ·nations. Quis· 
ltngs could be found in everv nation. Marx teaches 
t~at class solidarity is a mvth and every nation con­
SISts of two nations in reality-the rich imd the poor. 

OTHER FACTORS WEAKENING 
NATIONAL UNITY 

. (i). The grant of a separate Statehood to th~ Nao.n~ 
:VIeld•n~ to their '!ar-Jike camnaigns since inMpen­
dence IS another d1srupting Factor in the Northeast. 

The other Hill Tribes have lost no time to cbim 
similar independence or Statehood. Nehru and Panl 
have no doubt refused it to them but have offered 
greater District Powers. But the leaders of the 
Assam Hill tribes have aot accepted the r<fasal of 
Nehru. They know in their heart of hearts that thev 
have only to take up arms to get their demand ac­
cepted! 

(iil Punjabi Subab. The stubborn agitation of the 
Akali Sikhs for Silr.histan has begun to tell on Nehru's 
nerves. He bas not the hardihood and firmness to 
contmue the Government's refusal and re~i;t1nce in 
terms of law and order and in terms of all Jndil 
Umty. 

If a reli!lious sect like the Sikhs could bo ~iven 
a State for re•sons of firm and violent and united 
dSeman~. other sects like the Veerasivas, V>ishn3V1S. 

ank3ntes, Ramanuiites. Madhvaites can also make 
!'P their minds to demand State of their ow~! There 
IS no end to this process of disintegration! 

3 

. EXhortatil'n to th~ ruhli-.:- i~ l""~f "'' u~c. Th(" 1.-.,,h,~f-
1~ party and p.ovt'rnllH.'nt :::.huuld ohh,pt wH: .1r\· i~,,ll~ 
CIC'S and resist di~inh~~ratin~ ;.t\!ll.ttl,ll\:'o. an~.l ,kt,l.':'d"' 
with stt..~'l"d heart.~ .:tnd "''illS. 'N<."lthin~ ~..·b~.• ,,·Ill .-.,,i.-­
guard national unity. 

. The mediation of 11\r. Ja~·arrabsh Naray.1n "h<' 
Vlstt~..•d Ma.st~r Tar~• Sin~h m j.til lws r.H ;~·.1 "1'\'nt\.1· 
tion th~a the Go\·crnmcnt arC" \!llin\! 1·-' 'ld,\ Ill suh..:· 
t::mcc trvin~ to sa\'1! th~o.·ir (.1c ... ·S" hv ·~~,m~ dt~~~~i~l' ;,Uh..l 
sa"ing (,,rmu!.t. · 

(iii\ Manir-ur. Manirttr is a tin\' Stale or ~x.SI.II<' 
aJ.joinin~ thl! Na\~3 Jr~as bt•twl!cn 'As!:<.\01 anJ. l>urm;l 
and Easi Pakistan. 

It has been reduced 10 a Oistrict ~owrno<l lw a 
G~)\'\.!rnnh.'llt of India otlicial. Tlwv th:-m.mt.l th,•1r \,(,\ .. 
time status of aut...,nomt'l\1( $t.\trhood. 1'1'-'Y olrl! 

right, if ~v~n the Nag.1s C<'uld be ~iven a St.llc. 

Thc'Y waited in deputation on the Printe Mini•trr 
who express~d sympathy wilh their ~lspir.1tlu1\S. Su 
they are goin~ to get t'oeir StJtO budd 

(iv) Himachal Pradesh. Thi• area too fomrri<NI 
ct•.:Vct\!1 Princcl,..· StJtc.~ and h~Hl t.1 ln!i·;l,ttivc a:;,t•m· 
blv. Thev want their St.tteh<'lld na<·k now ""'' th<'\' 
c:1-nnot h~ rduscJ i( Munipuri~ ;ue to ha\'t: th.·ir 
State back. 

(vl Coor'-- Conr~ w:1s ~1n inJ.T•t•lu.knl Sl;lh~ :lll~ 
minist~r~J hy British Chid ("l)l1\ll1i•.·,i.nh.'r·• bl·forc­
indc-r..:r.dcncc. After indt.·p~nJcncc aml \wio~n• thr 
Linl!.uistic f{t,;oorg.:mi-;,,tion of Statt.•s, il h.1s a ~nvl·r•· 
m...-rtt llf its own. Now it is r.:ltnccd tn a di,.lri·:t .unl 
the Mvsorc Govcrnmt.:'nt havl"' :llil'n:-th·d Conr"-!'" 1o\·J.1· 
ties bY harc;h ~ovcrnmcnt and lalk o( o;,ymp:llll\'. lhl'V 
propose to destroy the cultural and ~,,_.Lil and N'O· 

nomic unity and proSJ'erity or the hi~Wrir linlr pt·n. 
pk and rcginn by proposin~ to eut it ur in1o c;t'\'f'r,d 

port·; hy Hiv.h Oam to 1.1ke water out-ido lh< SIJt• 
'" irri~ate the land< of influential rcnrlr in the 
Mvsorc di,.trict. The Coor~i'i in dt•<;f':tir h,v.• r;,j-;,·ll 
thC cry of Autonomy and Scccs!\iun from M.:-- o..,nrl' 
State! 

(vil Dravida~tan. Tamil n('n-Rr;llunin 1o (a o.;.~l"fiPn 
of thcml ha\o'C twcn at•.it.ttinv. fnr o..,onll.' y~.-·a;, '"'" •• 
scp;lrnte State fully indcfiCIH.Icnt nf th~..· c..:ntrr. Nt'~ 
thlnR i~ hein~ dnnr. to count..:r·acr it! Nt1 prt.'r.n•,,IJld 1, 

no punishment of exccss'-"S hlr incitin~ c1~~~ h.trn·ll. 
(\·iii 1\eruhari. The blundrr of the Prime ;\lini ,,,., 

in signia~ a~·nv th~ Ar("a ol 8cruhari it'i1orin~ tfw n•­
fu\!,cC inhabitants thcr'!' ha!i Unit<.-d U~nl:,<l~ m.• .. aiw~l 
him. The We'! Ben~al AS>cmhly unanimou·;h· op· 
po,~d th~ tramfer. 

But now Or. Rny ha- h~•n nnli~e<l tn <uppnrt 1ho 
honour of the Centra) Go•:•:rnml!nt rmd of thr Prirw: 
Minic:.ter and to \Up~ort otllcially and in rhc C"r"li'l"r·•· ·: 
rnrry tht:' aclion of tht: Cl·n1r;1l <io\·crnmt•nt. h •,ooo•t't 
,~,... ,,., 1··t th,. Union ( tovcrnm'!nt chwn h\·(nr(' iu!,·r· 
, ,ti('\'111 rmhlk oninion. Prcsic1•·nt A yuh Kh 10 h.•·• 
alre-.1dv cn:n"'P.nted on rhl' wc·,knt'~~. of the lrdi '" 
Government if itc:. writ don not run in A~~=-m ::~n,l 
W-.t 8!"nral. Jnrtia c~mnot ailnw him tcJ \!,'..'l ;lW.I'I 

with such an insulting statement. 
But formol acquicsc~nc• will n01t heal the hrc·:.ch 

bet&een tho: Centre and \V .:st Bcng~d. 

l'·"'"r·: I, 1%1. 



lt is right and necessary that the blunders and 
even "crimes" of the Prime Minister should be ex­
po<ed. But he should be punished at the polls by 
•·oting him down. But so long as he remains in office, 
he should be supported, especially vis-s-vis the fore­
Igners. 

LONGJU 

The Chinese are reported to have evacuated the 
little post of Longju in NEFA on account of an 
epidemic. But Nehru is not prepared to occupy the 
place, though he had claimed that it belongs to India 
unmistakably. 

The Prime Minister is frightened at the thought 
of renewed military clash with the Chinese. The 
leader, who preaches Fearlessness to the West vis-a­
vis Soviet Russia trembles in fear at the mere thought 
of a clash on the border to reclaim our own piece of 
land, even when the enemy occupiers have left it! 

The head of a government who is frightened at the 
prospect of using force to defend the borders of his 
country has no justification in occupying high office 
any longer. He should quit it without a moment's 
delay. The office of Prime Minister is not the here­
ditary right of any individual. It is granted by the 
people with a certain confidence in his capacity and 
willingness to defend the State. If he is unable to 
perform this function, he should quit in all boaour 
and decency voluntarily In an orderly way, 

GROUPISM IN CONGRESS 
Groupism (as it is called) in the Congress party has 

excc~ded all ~ecency. Pradesh Congress members 
outs1de the legislature want to have a share in Power. 
They wan I to be in office at the time of the general 
elections. 

(il U.P. In the U.P. after a prolonged tussle, Dr. 
Sampurnanand resigned in disgust and Mr. Gupta 
who was twice defeated at the Polls has been instal­
led as Chiel Minister at the instance of the Prime 
Minis!er in his capacity as Congress leader 1 
This Js a bad example. The dissidents could have 
been asked to wait lor the general elections which is 
but a year ah~ad. How can the new Ministry settle 
down to undisturbed fulfilment of their official res­
P•>nsibilitics il the Damocles's Sword is but a few 
m~nths ahead? Human nature being what it is, they 
Will spend mos! of their e.nergies in gathering support 
fn~ t.hemselves 10 the commg elections and will misuse 
olhc1~l patronage and promises of future reward in 
wmnmg support from the voters. 

Democracy has been sacrificed to safeguard the 
prosl"'ct of Congress being returned to office in the 
elections. Mr. Gupta is expected to be more mal­
leable or amenable to Congress (Nehru's) influence 
"'!d mo!e cu~bl· of winning the el~tions in fa ... of 
stall resastanc~! Dr S3.mpurnanand was too indepen­
dent. and besides was disliked bv Muslims who are 
m:l~l.ng r~SlliUte efforts to stage a come back in U.P. 
puhtK·s :as rart ?f the-ir all India movement as con· 
noted by the reVIval of the Muslim Lea~ue and other 
•'Ommunal, yiolent and virulent organisations like the 
I anua-lsl;om1. 

li.il. lll~·sor.•. In 1\l)•sore. the dissidents who want 
to )om the Go1·ernment either in pl:1ce of )atti and 

TilE IXDI.\X UBERT.-\Rl:\.V 

his colleagues or in addition as an expansion of the 
Cabinet were told by Nehru that they had better 
wait for the elections. But Mr. Nijalingappa and Mr. 
Hanumanthaiya are not to be silenced and deprived 
so easily. If tbe U.P. dissidents could be given the 
triumph, why not the Mysore men 7 The Congress 
President and Mr. La! Bahadur Sastri have failed to 
persuade the dissident aspirants for office to cease 
from troubling. The latest signs are that the Cabinet 
will be expanded to include the persistent claimants 
before long. The Congress has long ago lost the 
capacity for any high-minded regard for the good of 
the people and the capacity to control its rank and 
file. The people will have to foot the Bill of super­
fluous Ministers and their establishments! 

INDIA AND THE CONGO 

The Prime Minister has shown once again in his 
speeches on the latest Congo situation that he is 
more neutral against the West and in favour of the 
Soviets than strictly impartiaU 

He has followed the Soviets in blaming the Bel­
gians exclusively in staging a come-back unofficially. 
He has ignored the blatant interference of Russia 
in landing Planes and military personnel in the guise 
of technicians in support of Dr. Lumumba outside the 
UNO contrary to resolutions that the Big Powers 
should not do so directly. It is this that provoked the 
West to support Kasavubu and later Col. Mobutu to 
expel the Soviets. Both parties are to blame but the 
game was started blatantly by the Russians, who 
acted to use Lumumba as a Quisling, in defiance of 
the UNO by landing planes and men in his support 
outside the UNO mission. 

RED PROPAGANDA THAT IACIC-FIRED 

Here is a comedy of errors, committed by some 
petty commissar, that gave the Red Police in East 
Germany days of sleepless nights and headaches. 

Recently German farmers in Heizberg, in the Soviet 
occupied part of Germany, received official circulars, 
the contents of which made the farmers dump and 
confounded. They could hardly believe their own 
eyes. The circular stated:-

........ Farmers can, at any time, enter the agri­
cultural production societies, and can, at any 
time, withdraw from them." 

This news spread to all parts of East G~rmany like 
wild fire. At first, farmers in two's and three, ap­
peared before the offices of the societies, and then a 
long queue presented itself in front of any societies. 

But how came that he, a trusted communist "com­
rade," could issue su~h circulars and d3fe broad­
cast them to the farmers. His answer was simple. 
"Yes, I have issued them, BUT they were for "ex­
port"-for propaganda abroad. specially in West 
Germany to show how happy the East German far­
mers were in the collectives." Some pcttv clerk, in his 
office, had circulated them in East Gerinanv by mis­
take. Of course, the petty clerk must h3ve been fired, 
It was a case of Red propaganda having been back­
fired. 



Socialism and Inflation 
By M. A. Vcnbta Roo 

WHILE the people and those who are in close 
contact with them are demanding swift and 

effective action on the part of Government to brin~ 
about a lowering of the prices of essential commodi­
ties like food grains and cloth, official spokesmen on 
the highest levels speak only of holding the price 
tine at the llest. They are too fearful of dislo:ating 
current priorities and bringing trouble to those who 
receive benefit by any sudden reversal of financial 
policies. And so far as the supreme policy maker, 
namely, the Prime Minister is concerned, he is not 
convinced to the need to change his policies to give 
relief to the common man. He is content that the 
goals of rapid industrialisation cannot be attained 
without high sacrifices by the present generation. It 
is all in the game and must be borne patiently, if not 
with a grin! 

In such a situation, it is but reasonable to demand 
that Government should subsidise the supply of es­
sential commodities to those below a certain level 
of income. 

Doing nothing to tower prices and refusing to offer 
relief by subsidised consumption for the many is a 
baffling position that the masses will not tolerate 
any longer. 

Meanwhile critics should make it clear that even 
subsidies will not solve the problem satisfactorily. 
They are only a palliative, though no doubt necessary 
as a temporary measure. They have a way of b~­
coming a permanent burden on the economy. 

There is no economic alternative to the adoption 
of a long term policy of detente, reversing inOationary 
procedures decisively. 

The stoppage of deficit financing altogether, the 
drastic curtailment of public expenditures, effective 
steps to increase agricultural production, a lowering 
of taxation levels on essential commodities and the 
stimulation of incentive to enterpreneurs even if it 
entails a modification of socialism for the time being 
-are all called for to batt the price line. 

But even these are only temporary palliatives so 
long as the economv is dominated by the Govern· 
ment's Socialist Policy as embodied in its Five Year 
Plans and in its cooperativisation or collectivisation 
of ag~icultural operations being legislated for at pre· 
sent 1n many States. 

. Inflation and consequent high prices are Inherent; 
•t should be widely recognised in socialism of the 
Marxist variety adopted by the Government under 
the lead of the Prime Minister. 

Hence neither holding the price line ~or su~sidies 
Wilt be of anv avail to counteract the dtstressmg ef. 
fects of inflation and high prices so long as current 
socialist policies are kept in force. It is socialism 
that is the head and front of the basic offence and 
should be attacked Jock, stock and barrel if we are 

earnest in brin~ing relief to the renple and restMillR 
the health of the economy. 

JnOation consists in adding to the p.1p<r m<'R<')' in 
circulation b~vond the restrictions l"C !!,,1ld ,,r oth,•r 
fiduciary backing in rublic exrenditure beyon<l t.IX 
and loan resources. Prk-.,s will have roached a C<'r· 
tain level of equilibrium by the oper;otion ,,f <kn1.1ml 
and supply, the demand b<·in~ mc.tsun·d hy the 
monev supply in the han<ls nf the public after taXII• 
tion :ind s~n·in~s. seekin!( J'Urchase of F.'"'ds ;md ~rr· 
vices. Any adJition to the monev surply hv th•• 
Government in wronp.ful exercise of th~1r nH\nnpoly 
of money issue (over and above taxes and loans w1th· 
drawn from public circulation l will in.-rea<e the <h•· 
mand for tZoods nnd so incrt·~c;c their prit"C'!\, ~rmlu· 
ally or sudJenlv lnllation thus adds a powerful rc· 
inforccmcnt to 'the trend towards hif•h prices olrea<ly 
initiated by hi~th taxation and tho prohferati,,n of th<' 
bureaucracy aitd extravagant expenditure. 

Such inflation can be indul~ed in hy non-social_i<t 
governments as well. Democratic jlovcrnmcnts With 
dema~o~ic politicians in char~c sorely t•·mpt,•d to 
please the electorate and pres-nrc groups hy :olln~•l· 
in~ them "something for nothin~" arc prone to m· 
dulge in inflation in monetary pohcy more than other 
types of government. 

But socialism is the wont otf,•ndrr in this rr•p••ct, 
espcciallv socialism of the variety we have udnph'd 
in India· after the Soviet model (except for violence 
and formal regimentation). 

For the differentia of such a socialism is the policy 
of nationalisation or ccntrali"i;ttion of all Cl'unnrmc 
power in the hands of the Government as a n~>llcr 
of faith. 

Karl Marx pinned his l.1ith on. thi< pivot;~! rccom· 
mcndation on account of h•s rnncaple .of d:t~" w01r 
necessitating the abolilion of the c:-~p1rall.;.t ci:J~~i. ~n· 
thin~ short of th~ liquidation of the eLo<~ n"':n1~~ 
and man:.~~mp, cap1tal can rnahlc thr wnrkiO)t d:lo';, 

3ccorJin~ 'to Marx, to ~f('.P into ito;. po-.ition. of ..n~r· 
reignly which wa'i csscntuJI accon.lln~ to h11n to ;l~· 
sure the working class of the lull benef1ts of m:wh111e 
production. All surplus value should accrue onlv !" 
(;1hnur, for labour WJS thl! only o;nurrP of et:onornu~ 
value. The capital owner< should he dcprov,•cl nl 
thl'ir share for this purpn~ie. wh~ch ca!l only be done 
if their right to private cap1tal 15 d~mcd. 

The state should take over all produ•:tion, di•.trihu­
tion. exchan~e and arra"!~c fo.r ~on~~oumnllnn hv. :111 
workers in accordance with rmnt'tJllc.., n( !f1t't·_harw·.ll 
efficicnev. The full possihilirie~ or mcch:lnt-;attnn ,·:tn 
be re· 1 Ji~rd. accordin( h~ M:~rx. only th~o~u~h •arr:h 
centralisation of cconomtc rower and prPoth.·;~c. 

We are rrocccJin~ in ~i·~nificant step•; :tlons;t t~i-: 
ro1d. The Reserve B•nk. the lmocrial 1\;onk and l.olo 
ln·~urance arc OJirc:aJ•· narw~alt~.c:t.. 1 he St;•lc h;t~ 
rcscn:cd what it calls ke; mdu~tnc:. ~tccl, trans• 
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port, communications, minerals, oil etc. for its own 
exclusive sphere in accordance with the. Industrial 
Policy Declarations of 1948 and 1956. It IS true that 
still we have a mixed economy with some place left 
for private enterprise within the limiting and regula!• 
ing framework of the Government's plans and poli· 
cics. But it is a diminishing sector while the public 
sector is an expanding sector. The conclusion of this 
proc- is the complete or almost complete destruc· 
tion ef the private sector entailing the abolition of 
the oopitalist class and private property in the means 
of production as a matter of principle. 

Such centralisation of economic power which is 
the essence of socialism naturally enhances the infla· 
tionary potentials in the country. Even ordinarily, 
Government spends more on goods and services of 
equivalent quality and quantity than private capital 
entrepreneurs. The building that could be construct· 
ed by private persons for say ten lakhs of rupees will 
cost something like 50 per cent more when it is 
Government that is the owner. 

In addition to this tendency of all government 
expenditures to run higker than private, socialist 
governments release further irresistible forces mak· 
ing for higher payments for the same work or 
product. 

For they control essential lines of production­
s~ch as transport, communications, minerals, cement, 
ml, sugar and many es!ential commodities and indus· 
trial raw materials. Private industry will have to rec· 
kon with the high prices brought about by Govern· 
mcnt ma~ageme~t in raw materials and transport and 
later on m bankmg as well. Our Government is now 
being tempted to enter the banking field in order to 
have fuller control over the financial resources of the 
country, forgetting that it would effectively operate 
as a damper o~ them. If ra~ materials rise in prices, 
the cost o! fi~1shed goods w1~l naturally rise in rela· 
h~m to them 10 some proportion. If mixed economv 
<h~appcan at some sta~e. the trend towards high 
pnccs and extravagant expense will receive reinforce· 
nll'nt. and confirm the int!ationary trends already 
plagumg the people. 

In .Cact, comr>lete centralisation will render all eco· 
nom1c colculation of costs and profits or losses will 
h~l·e•e meaningless, since all prices will then be ~et­
tlcd ~Y. ~overnment ag~ncies. without the operation 
"~ the f1cc .markd .. All mccnhve to economv and efli· 
~1 ""''): ":h1ch cons1st~ in obtaining the b.ist results 
10 <ll!.lntlty and quahl\· for ever decreasing costs bv 
~k1lfu! maiHigeme~t will be frustrated. The distortion 
m the economy w1ll r~nder even high salaries unsafs· 
factory <IS the costs of essential commodities will sdar 
ln~h. In Snviet Russia, the worker no doubt gets 
what appears to be a high salarv from 400 to 600 
rl1u~l,•s _per mon.th. But he does· not get the benefit 
of It, •mce ol'llmary !lOods like shoes cost around 
300 "'!!hies, a lunch 15 roubles, a suit length of cloth 
some 'Otl roubles and so on To •et a bl h· . · t · l" compara e 

as1s. ~tu" ~nts rt~uce _rosts to the hours they require 
r,~r. nUn\lf.H.'tUr~ tn dttTI7'rent countries. Tht Soviet 
c.ltlzc-tt h:t!\ t." spertd .much more bv wav of we>rk a~U 
t~ 1~ 1 e t~;an h!'\ C''lnfrt.'r~s in C';.tflitali'st c0untri('s !o ~h­
t.un t I:' ~anh,, gllods! Thit; is the re-su!t of s~.x·:J!!st 
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economics. We are beginning to have this effect al­
ready, though the economy is not yet fully socialised. 
Food, sugar, cement, cloth, petrol and kerosene, steel 
and many other goods are subject to high excise 
duties which have pushed their prices up to present 
high levels. The Third Five Year Plan proposes to 
obtain Rs. 450 crores by the profits of Government 
industrial undertakings. That means that the prices 
of these goods will be boosted up for Plan Funds! 
Indirect taxation will become the standby of socialist 
economics reducing direct taxation to insignificant 
proportions. · . 

In addition to this natural effect of socialist eco· 
nomy with its monopolisation of all economic acti· 
vity, we have the further consequences of our adop· 
tion of the specific type of Soviet Planning. It is a 
feature of the Stalinist Plans that targets are set ab­
no"'!lally high, ~eyond the no"'!al resources of saving 
and mvestment m accordance w1th the voluntary judg· 
ment out of earnings by individuals and companies. 
An abnormal speed of industrialisation is pushed 
through as an almost war measure. Further, an ab­
normally high priority is given to heavy industries 
and machine-building units, steel, oil and electricity, 
heavy chemicals, etc. in addition to grandiose High 
Dams for irrigation. 

Such diversion of resources to long term and inter· 
mediate goods not susceptible of immediate consump· 
tion starves the common consumer of goods of daily 
use. His standard of living docs not rise with the 
accumulation of production in heavy and military 
industrie!. This is another reason for inffation. 

India has adopted this Pattern and consequently 
we are starved of consumer goods, especiallr food, 
cl~h,. housing !'lat~rials, medicine etc. Plannmg and 
soctahsm of th1s kmd are therefore inseparable from 
high prices and the temptation to incur more and 
more inffation (free addition to the currency by fiat). 
The Third Plan is twice the size of the Second and 
is scheduled to have deficit money of Rs. 550 crores. 
Resources failing, it is more than likely that it will 
be exceeded to reach something like the last Plan 
figure of Rs. I200 crores. Some fear that it may 
exceed even th1s figure as the shortfall is estimated 
by critics at over Rs. 2000 crores! 

The Soviets were motived in this scheme of theirs 
by _their an_tagonism of the old world consequent on 
their doctnne of class and imperialist war and the 
ste~ necessity for them of world conquc<t for com· 
mumsm. They had to give prioritv to militarv indus· 
try and industrial and technological self-sufffciency. 

But we in India have no necessitv for copying the 
Russian Plans a_nd their distortion· of the economy 
and the d1ctator~al suppression of the liberties of the 
people. 

We can have a Plan oriented to prioritv to consu­
mer goods: food, clothing, medicine, industrial raw 
ntatcri~lls-a~ricultural and miner.J.I. housine. tram;. 
port and priority to full employment bv widely dis­
persed industries built on a small scale.' 

Heavy i_ndustries could be added gradually. We 
have no JUStlficauon for any d1sablmg motive for 

( Continlltd on page 7) 



Fishing In Congo's \Vaters 
By M. N. Tholal 

iT is a litde difficult to understand why Mr. Nehru 
has been dealing with the Congo at such length 

in Parliament and elsewhere, unless he wants to 
throw his weight about in a rather unabashed man· 
ner and emerge as a leader of African nations. On 
December 12, he made a long statement in the Lok 
Sabha on the developments in the Congo, although· 
he himself admitted in the course of the stateme~t 
"It is difficult to understand what it (the situation) 
is." Why such long statements should be made on 
a situation, which Mr. Nehru does not fully under· 
stand, passes one's comprehension, If there is one 
man in the world for whom reticence should be the 
word, so far as the Congo is concerned, it is Mr. 
Nehru, because two of his men hold key positions 
in the Congo's U.N. Mission, and he should not 
appear to be trying to influence their judgment by 
holdmg forth on the Congo every now and again. 
But that is exactly what he is doing with the result 
that little importance is being attached to the reports 
of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary­
General in the Congo, Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal. This 
is Mr. Nehru's own opinion, not mine. In the course 
of his statement he regretted that the UN had not 
considered the conclusions contained in the detailed 
second report of Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal about the Bel­
gians. It was, according to Mr. Nehru, a "report 
from a person supposed to be an objective UN ofli· 
cial, but the UN, the Secretariat, the General Assem­
bly and, for what I know, the Security Council, did 
not even consider it because presumably they did 
not like the conclusions reached in that report." 

( Continu~d from par~ 6) 
achieving self-sufficiency in an7. line except for food. 
The Soviets had to aim at set -sufficiency because of 
theit rejection of world trade till recently. We can 
plan without industry sacrificing the present genera­
tion of the people for future prosperity. 

Inflation is not necessary for economic growth. It 
complicates an already distressing situation of high 
p~ices on account of high taxation (direct and in­
~:hrect) a~d expenditure far in excess of normal sav­
tngs and mvestment. We do not need forced inwst­
ment at abnormal speeds. 

We have therefore to mobili<e public opinion 
against the present tyPe of planning and sociall<m 
!I )l'e are to combat inflation. The present Gover"­
m~ groups are unable to halt or lower the general 
proce level as they do not prooo<c ro ahJndon their 
socialist policies. E\·en in agricultur~. thc.-y prropos~ 
St3te monopoly Trading in food grains and coopcra­
ttve farming. These will force prices still higher! 

Inflation can be halted only if socialism is halted. 
All other measures arc mere palliatives. inoffective 
and ;n <orne ca·es like rationing of food and cloth, 
J10·•itivelv harmr ul. Controls bring black markets 
and incr<":tse n1isery without oroducing the ;~bunc.l· 
ance. which :~!one cJn bring relief Jnd lower prices. 

7 

Obviously, whatever the ~f"'rtin~ person ml\' be 
supposed to be, he is not bcm~ rc~ar.Jcd as ;ui ''"· 
JC_cltve LIN ollicial, thanks mainly to the ver1· bw.,,t 
hmts that Mr. Nehru has been throwin~ out frmn 
lndm, apparently for Mr. Rajcshw.tr Dav.tl's h•twtit 
hmts which .Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal has secmin,:lv lw,.,; 
cla~orattng m his r~ports. That m.ty, in~h.•~o•J,- ht:! ,111 
acctdent. and a case of two ~r ... ·.u miud'\ lhinklnl! •• W ... t• 

but why should the Indian Prime Minisl<'r ~;"" th~ 
whole world the tdea that Mr. llaJcshw.tr Ll.tval is 
an I.ndian Ambassador r•ther than an objective LIN 
offictal7 The faL't that Mr. Rajcshw.tr D;~yal's r<'JIIlrt 
has not ev_cn been constdcrcd by th<' UN llilici;ols is 
hardly a tnbutc to Mr. Rajeshw;~r Dayal and pwrnpts 
the thought. that the UN Secrctary-Liencral rnt~ht h,• 
rcgrctun,~t hos choice of that llentlcman fur the jub of 
hts Spc'Ctal Representative. 

MR. NEHRU'S PROPOSAL 

Mr. Nehru's solution of the Con~o pruhlcm is an 
ovcr·simphtic.ation of it. Let Purlit.lnll'tll 011.'cl ,uul 
decide. he says. An admirable sentinwnr. trulv h.ul 
it cornc £rom the mouth of a mart, who rc.•;dlv lll:l;l'\'t•d 
in the sovereignty of Parliament. Uut we in l111li• 
know how scant is the rc~ard in Mr. Nchru'r. mind 
lor the sovereignty of Parliament r,,r nc.tl'lv live 
vears he hid the fact of China's inva,ion o( Indio 
from her Parliament ns well as her P<'llplc. S" who•n 
he talks of the sovereignty of the Coa~u·s P;orli.ooncn!, 
we arc almost led to the condu<ion that tlwre is 
50mething deeper in il than the character of SO\'Cl'• 
cignty obviously inherent in a p;arli.rrnent, thJt ·he is 
trying to impart the stamp of justice to a proposal 
whtch may be far from just or lair. Let "' h;ove 
a look at his proposal. 

According to Mr. Nehru the UN should Ltke stop•: 
to enable Parliament to meet. How can r h•! UN 
do so without comin~ into conflict with Col. Mohutu 
and interfering in Con~o·s intcrn~tional all;oirs? It 
i< obviously stretching the ar~ument roo far to su~· 
"!St that the prevention of m;Jssacrec; in the Conl(n 
by ~N is also interference with the Congo's in!t•rnal 
aofarrs. The fir<t duty of the UN in the Con~n is the 
c·:tablishment of peace and security there ;111d lh;t! 
it has been trving to do to the he~f nf it-; ahilitv. The 
UN can certainly larilita!e the me<•ting nf Parli;uncnt 
as suggested by Mr. N<•hru, hut only in •orne n·•· 
p· .. cts. Facilitating it is, hnwrvl·r, not the ~:•m~ rhiru' 
as making it meet. It can help the me<•lin~ of P;~rlia: 
"'''"t but it cannot force it to meet at the pnint of the 
bayonet, without dr:~wing iro; roa<:h and four ;ll'roo..s 
the UN Charter. Neither the Gcnnol A"cmhly nor 
the Secufiry Council has the ri~ln r" dn th:ot, mu<·h 
jer-;, the UN S~..·cr .•f lrJ'•Gcneral. And wh;H i" !he u .c 
o{ Parliament mc..:lm~ whl"n it.., d•:cio..iof'lo; c:.nnof 0: 
t•,~orccd. K 1r:m~a ir; pnrrir;dly- in&.k~·nLknt ll'"' ·r 
President Tshwnbe and ll'>~..· .1n·a :lt(lUrt .I I eonoldvlll•.' 
ic;. under the milifJr\' contr.,J of Col. .\1uhuru. In dr .. ,., 
what Mr. N~hru WJnlc; em oaf\' h: '"''"l' w·1th thr.• 
uc;c of force hv UN. ~·hkh would bL• co11~r.1ry 'c• Jt•t 
Ch:uter and therefore ill~·g;.tJ. 
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WILD MAN OF THE CONGO 

It is true that Col. Mobutu came in by a milital') 
coup, an illegal and an unconstitutional act. But then 
all military coups are illegal. So was that of Col. 
Nasser, Generals Mirza and Ayub, as well as that 
of Gen. Gursell in Turkey. The whole world, in­
cluding India, recognised these coups as valid b) 
recognising the resulting Governments. 

A comparison of the present situation in the Congo 
with that obtaining in India before partition is not 
out of place, particularly with reference to Mr. 
Nehru's demand that the Parliament meet. The 
Indian Parliament met and yet there was partition, 
mainly because Mr. Nehru was so confident of his 
(Hindu) majority in .the Indian Parliament that he 
forgot the need of a united front, and began declar­
ing India's policy of non-alignment-which is really 
a policy of fishing in troubled waters for self-glory­
without any reference to the representatives of 80 or 
90 million Muslims who did not own allegiance to 
the Congress and whose allegiance was claimed by 
the Muslim Le!l&ue. It was the greatest piece of 
political folly on the part of Mahatma Gandhi to have 
selected this "wild man ot India" -as the Britishers 
called Mr. Nehru-tor the prime ministership .of the 
country, thinking that he would always be able to 
control him. His declaration of the country's non­
alignment without consulting the Muslim League, and 
even before the League had joined the Cabinet, or the 
Constituent Assembly was tantamount to driving the 
last nail in the coffin of united India. But nobody in 
the Congress seems to have realised this at the time. 
This only shows lack of political sagacity in Congress 
leaders. Could there be anything more amazing and 
absurd, and even immoral, than a Rightist body like 
the Congress, asking a Leftist to become the prime 
minister of the country, when the Leftists were a 
small minority in the Congress? We paid the price 
of our folly. 

Similarly, Mr. Lumumba is "the wild man of the 
Congo," and as such draws much applause from the 
youthful elements there. The kinship between him 
and Mr. Nehru is obvious, and sympathy between 
the two natural. Even more natural is the splitting 
up of the country which is now staring the Congo in 
the face. The Congolese nationalists, like Indian 
nationalists, are very plausibly blaming, the disunity 
on colonialists and imperialists, but the mills of God 
grind slow and they grind exceedin~ small, and all 
that the UN cari do is, even as all that the British 
Labour Government could do in India was, to save 
the country from anarchy. 

LUMUMBA'S TERRORISM 

An obvious result of the meeting of the C>ngolese 
Parliament would be the reinstatement of Mr. Lu­
mumba as ~rime Minist~r. Mr. Nehru is prcsum1bly 
aware of tlus, and that IS why he suggests that "poli­
tical prisoners," including Mr. Lumumba, should be 
released so that they might attend Parliament. But 
if one is to believe Mr. Kasavubu, the President of 
the Congo Republic, Mr. Lumumba is something more 
than a oolitical prisoner, by which is generally meant 
one suffering imprisonment for one's political views. 

Tl!E J.VDI,lN LIBERTARIAN 

Fo.r, among the major charges enumerated againstl 
Mr. Lul_llwnba by t.he Presi~ent of the Congo are (1). 
u~urpa~on of public. functtons (2) outrages to indi­
vidual liberty, mcludmg tortures, organisation of hos­
tile bands designed to devastate, massacre and pillage 
(3) inciting of soldiers to. delinquen"y and (4) or­
~:anising a military expedition against the province 
of South Kasai. ' 

He will indeed be a bold man who dare assert that 
t~e charges _enumerated by the President of. the Congo 
himself agamst Mr. Lumumba are pure fabrication. 
The President also said that Mr. Lumumba was ar­
rested on a ·warrant delivered last September and 
the arrest was delayed because UN troops "arbitra- · 
rily in our eyes" prevented its execution. The list of 
the major charges must have been published earlier 
and our main news agency can hardly give even a 
plausible explanation for omitting from its messages 
from the Congo a summary of the same, which, con­
sidering their serious nature, render the release of 
Mr. Lumwnba out of the question until he has been 
duly tried and discharged. No wonder the Congo 
President underlines the relief the country felt on 
Mr. Lumumba's arrest and it would appear that Mr. 
Lumumba's so-called influence in the country was 
based on terrorism. The Congo President's letter 
to the UN Secretary-General containing his charges 
was published two days before Mr. Nehru made his 
statement in the Indian Parliament on the develop­
ments in the Congo and he must have been aware of 
the charges enumerated by the President against Mr. 
Lumumba when he made his speech. It is not a 
little surprising that Mr. Nehru not only made no re­
ference to the Con-go President's charges· against Mr. 
Lumumba but actually recommended his release! This 
can only be described as partisanship in excelsis, 
showing lack of the sense o( responsibility in our 
Prime Minister. Those who know Mr. Nehru know 
only too well that those who flatter him can do no 
wrong in his eyes, and Mr. Lumumba not long ago 
referred to Mr. Nehru as "our great leader." That 
settled the matter so far as Mr. Nehru was concerned 
and nothing that the Congo President may allege· or 
the UN Secretary-General say can alter that settle­
ment. 

·8 

"WHITE CAPS" FIND THEIR WAY INTO THE 
ENGLISH LEXICON 

Believe it or not, the words "white cap" have, at 
last, fou'ld their way into the English lexicon. The 
latest edition of the Twentieth Century Oxford Eng· 
lish Dictionary has thus defined "white cap":-

White cao is one worn by a member of a gang 
which. is formed to exploit others. 

What a left-handed compliment to the gentlemen 
of the white-capped fraternitv, which includes our 
rulers. The notoriety of the "white-caps" seemed to 
have crossed the Indian frontiers, and has spread 
itself to the four corners of the world. "White cap" 
will now b,• " current coin i'l the poqes of the Engli~h 
literature, along with so many other Indian words 
that have made their wav into the English tongue 
such as "bal,sheesh," "bandobust," "gone phut," 
"samjao" and others. 

-J. K. D. 
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Emotion And Reason 

By S. Ramanathan 

E 'Voi<?TION i~ blind but potent. Reason has.a clear 
VISion but IS barren. How to integrate the· two 

so as to lead the full life is the task which the ration­
al!sts face all the world over. I have already dealt 
With the attempt of Sir Julian Huxley who leads the 
Humanist movement in the West and who has, in 
~ sor~ of way, made a Rationalism a religion. I wish 
!n th1s article to recapitulate the story of Rationalists 
In S?uth India who have attempted the task of inte· 
grat1~g emotion with reason. I am sorry this recapi­
tulation will make many enemies for me in the South 
as well as in the North. But I do not mind. A life· 
time spent in the service of rationalism has given me 
the courage to face all misunderstandings and repre­
sentations. I must spe~k out the truth. 

vast reforms in the social structure of India and who 
knows Caste . "!ould have be7n abolished by now. 
Caste and rebg10n are such ltve things in India to­
'!aY tha~ !U'Y opposition to them creates an emo­
ll~nal cr1s1~ and at the time I speak of during the 
20 s and 30 s of the century, caste and religion had 
not evolved the defence mechanism which they arc 
n_ow so skilfully using to-day. However, 1 am refer· 
rmg here to the might-have-been. The truth was 
tha~ the Self-respect Movement did not confine itself 
to tts original moorings and tried to expand and 

. participate in politics, where passions hold sway and 
reason ts obscured. The acknowledged leader uf the 
movement is Mr. E. V. Ramsami who is bv popular 
consent· known as "Periyar" which is the Tamil 
rendering of the word "Mahatma". 

Returning' from a sojourn in Soviet Russia the 
Periyar started talking Communism. The justice 
party, which ruled the province then, put him in 
prison. Strangely enough, coming out of prison he 
advocated the policy of the Justice party which was 
merely anti-Brabminism. The Justice party was bv 
that time in the doldrums and Periyar easily gained 
its leadership. He. re-named it "Dravida Kazhagam". 
The movement henceforward was known as the 
"Dravida Kazhagam" although in order to keep up 
the link with the past they sometimes hold con­
ferences in the name of "Self-respect". But what is im­
portant to remember is. that th~ movement now be· 
came political because it wanted to appeal fully to 
our emotional nature. But how far it'retained its hold 
on rationalism is very problematic. The subsequent 
history of the movement is current politics in South 
India. The movement split into two on the very 
flimsv pretext that Periyar married a young lady. 
Third parcies have nothing to say in a personal mat­
ter like this relating to the private lives of two con. 
senting partners. But the re<il reason for the split 
is the anxietv oi some of the younger leaders to form 
a political partv of their own, since the old justice 
party was now· obsolete _a~d exploit. the mas~ sur· 
port which they were receiVIng for thc1r .revolunonar) 
talks on rationali•m. The leader of th1s new move· 
ment is Mr. C. N. Annadorai. His party is called 

Rationalism in the south has had its origin in Tamil 
literature and in the ballads Sittars centuries ago. 
But I wish to write upon recent history. Rationalism 
~egan as a protest against the orthodoxy ingrained 
10 the Gandhian movement. The Provincial Con­
gress Committee of Tamilnad gave a grant of Rs. 
5,000(· to a Brahmin patriot called V. V. S. Jyer to 
start a schooL. In that school discrimination was 
made between children belonging to Brahmin and 
the higher castes who were fed in the inner part of 
the kitchen and the other children ·belonging to the 
lower castes who ·were made to sit outside. This 
created all uproar and there wa_s a split in the Provin­
Cial Congress Committee. Ultimately, those who op­
posed the orthodox practice started what was called 
the Self-respect Movement The first Conference of 
this movement was held at Chinglepet which was 
very popular and attracted crowds belonging I<? all 
po~itical parties. The Resolutions Y!e~e entirely 
rattonalistic condemning caste and rehg1on. Some 
Political leaders who tried to exploit the movement 
found it too radical and not to their taste. Two other 
a_nnual Conferences were held emp~asising the_ resolu­
tions and the movement gained m populanty and 
began really to be a mass upsur!\C. I was the Secrc· 
tary and speak from first hand knowle~g~. . Had the 
movement continued in that same spmt II wou!d 
!-.ave spread to the north and would have ushered m 
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dle "Duvida Munnetra Kazhagam", popularly refer­
red to as the D.M.K. party. This is a full-fledged 
political organization which participates i_n all elec· 
lions to the provincial as ':"ell as local bodtes. It ~as 
its representatives in Parliament also. The ~ravt~a 
Kazhagam or the D. K. movement _under Penyar IS 
wisely keeping away from t.he elec.ttons and .to th~t 
extent is able to be more rattonahsuc. Whale 10 thear 
propaganda speeches and . writinll;S the D: K. part_Y 
is able to speak frankly of tts athetsm and •ts .oppo51• 
tion to caste, the D. M. K. party has to be haltmg and 
compromising at every step. because . it h~s its eyes 
riveted to the coming electtons. Rauonaltsts of the 
world are witness to this tragedy of two large groups 
of professed rationalists fighting each other like cats 
and dogs. It is true that no two people hate each 
other in South India more than the D. K. and the 
D. M. K. The sole object of the one seems to be 
the bringing down of the other. 

I have given an objective account of what has hap­
pened to an attempt in South India of integrating 
Emotion with Reason. I have to say a final word on 
what is common to the two parties. There are three 
points where they come together as rationalists in­
spite of their antagonism in all other respects. They 
are their common opposition to religion, to caste and 
to Hindi. In regard to the first point about religion 
I have already mentioned the categorical atheistic 
tone of the D. K. and the halting manner of the 
D. M. K. Atheism will not win votes and hence the 
D. M. K. has modified its position to a belief in "one 
God". Indeed the leader went on record saying that 
he was at one with Islam in that respect. This admis­
sion of the supernatural is a fatal flaw in the D. M. K. 
make-up as rationalists. As regards caste both of 
them subscribe to the theorv that the Brahmin 
cr,•lted caste and hence deserves no quarter. But 
the D. M. K. is willing to concede that itt opposition 
is to Brahminism and not to individual Brahmins. 
The D. K. is more thorough and wants all Brahmins 
to be liquidated but is obliged owing to political exi­
gencies to support individual Brahmins like Nehru 
and T. T. Krishnamachari. Oppositinn to Hindi 
which imposed as a National langu:~~e is the one 
point over which there is no difference between the 
two win!(s. But even here the D. M. K. being in 
active politics, is often led astray by political man­
MU\'res of the Congress whUe the D. K. is able to 
walk more steadily. Both the wings are anti· 
nationalists. They believe that India is one onlv in 
the sense that the world is one. · 

But the question for consideration is what is the 
true Rationalist to tltink of this phenomena of the 
<lnuhle mass growth in South India in the name of 
R"tinnalism? · Let us be clear on one point. There 
<'a~ he no trucks with politics and rationalism. Poli­
t~l·~ is hlll loc;tl, too emotional to stand an intc~rJ· 
"'''.' w~th N"ti~'~alism. I~ that matter the D. r.i. K. 
wln;·h ts a pnltttcal party IS more to blame than the 
D. K. although the D. K.'s own political leanin"s are 
r.tt~er se!f·stultifyin!\. But what have we to ;;;,v of 
thl~tr anli·Br~•hmin and anti-Hindi and antl·natiOnal 
m.tke ur? I shall Ileal with this problem in nt\' next 
OJ.rhcle. · 

5PITEWORK 

A young English girl went to a priest and said she 
wished to become a Catholic at once. 

"But my c~ild, have you been properly instructed?". 
asked the praest. · ' 

' •! 

"No, I have not,' but that doe's nor·matthi l want 
to be made a Catholic now." 

"But it does matter," argued the prie~t. "You 
must have several months' instruction before you can 
possibly be received into the Church. May I ask 
what has made you think of taking this serious step?" 

"Well," replied the girl, "I have had an awful row 
with my people, and I'm determined to disgrace the 
family.''-{Catholic Herald Citizen, Milwaukee.) 

-Voice of Freedom. 

HOW BRAHMINISM ROUGHT FOREIGN 

RULE IN INDIA 

The weakness of the nationalist movement is to 
be traced to the prejudice of the .. spiritualist" philo­
sophy. Wedded to this philosophy, the leaders of the 
nationalist movement are engaged in the impossible 
feat of reining in the horse on which they ride to 
reach their goal. As long as they remain true to 
their blessed philosophy, they cannot ask the masses 
to revolt against the miseries of life. On the other 
hand, the masses themselves still largely languish in 
passivity and demoralisation bred of the "spiritualist" 
culture. Fatalism paralyses all initiative in them. 
Prejudice does not p,ermit them to tamper with 
"Paramatma's Leela '. The superstition about 
Karma makes them reconciled to their Jot, how­
ever intolerable it may be. Respect for authority 
renders them proof against the spirit of revolt. They 
have learnt the Jesson of spiritual freedom taught bv 
the Brahmins. In consequence, thev have made a 
virt.ue out o.f their .sl~very. Tl!e Brahmins performed 
the1r God-giVen mtsston effectavely but their success 
created social conditions which transformed India 
into the .. White Man's Burden". brought her the 
"civilising mission" of the Western merchants. 

I! 

M. N. Roy ('Memoirs of A Cat') 

A vouth in Melbourne whose hobbv was stealing 
cars i••Js Sa\':tgely sentenced the other dav. He is 
comr,•lled to ~o to church twice e\·erv monih at least 
ror fi\'i.! v~ars. Would not pr•son be infinitclv more 
welc~)~nc ~ -

··- Free Thinker. 



Intolerance 
By Chapman Cohen 

THE question of how far the Roman Church 
endorses the policy of religious persecution is 

only a minor aspect of a much larger subject. This 
is, "Why should intolerance, with its consequent per­
secution, be so generaUy and so universally associated 
with religion 7" This is not something that is peculiar 
to Christianity; it exists with nearly all kinds of reli· 
gion. It is the first thing that strikes one who comes 
to the study of religion. Intolerance, the determina· 
tion to suppress any one who acts so as to give 
offence to the gods, is one of the oldest, the most 
general, the least questio:1ed manifestations of reli· 
gious feeling. 

So far as Christendom is concerned, until very re­
cent times the right to persecute W3S hardly ever 
questioned. Roman Catholics might resent Prates• 
tant persecution, as Protestants might resent that of 
the Roman Church: but hardly anyone questioned 
the position that the suppression of heretical opinion 
was the first duty of the true believer. The Roman 
Church, on one side, elaborated the most minute rules 
for the detection and punishment of heresy, and 
developed the most brutal methods of torture known 
to any system. On the other hand, Protestants were 
agreed tnat it was the duty of the civil power to ro~ 
out heresy, even at the cost or death of the her<IIC. 
As usual, whenever Christians agreed upon anything, 
i't was nearly always upon something that waa either 
idiotic or damnable. 

From this primitive mental condition, Roman and 
Greek civilization were almost free. Roman life, as, 
Gibbon has said, was nearer complete emancipation 
than the Greek although there was not. in either case, 
anything in the nature of the systematic lega!Jerse· 
cution such as existed under Christian rule. any· 
one questions this, he need only compare the free· 
dom and the quality of the discw;sions of the gods, 
such as meet us in either Greek or Roman literature, 
with the horror with which Christians shrank from 
anyone who questioned either the being or the COD• 
duct of their deity. Here, again, the growth 
of Christianity meant a reversion to a lower 
level of life and thought. The thought becomes more 
primitive, the spirit more intolerant. It heralded, as 
Gibbon somewhere savs, that triumph of b>rbarism 
and religion over ancient culture which was to pre· 
pare the way for the "Dark Ages." Religious perse· 
cution was not an act of intolerance. It Wls an ex· 
pres•ion of the highest religious and social durv. If 
Christianity be true, that attitude is logical and im· 
pregnable. li it be true that one canr.ot be a good 
citize:1 in the absence of Christian or religious belief, 
if-as was held for long by all believers, and by a 
vcrv large number of Christians today-to re,ect the 
belief in God is to weaken moralitv and destroy the 
bas;s of social life. and if, in addition, the avowed 
u~believer i< one who endangers ~he immo.rtll we1h~e 
of Jll around. then his removal IS as IUS!Ifiab1c as IS 
the d~struction ot the germs of an epidemic dicscase. 

The only escape from this conclusion is to admit 

that it does not s~:riously mri.tt"r wh~tha a rnJn b~· 
lievos in the gods or not. An.! what Christ1.111 c.m, 
or .!are admit that? It w.>uld be a confcssi••n th.1t hi< 
beli~ is a more or less amiable speculat1''" th>t no 
~ne. 1s the bcllcr lor hol.Jing or the wor.e f<'r rc• 
l<Ctmg, 

As a mater of fact, the .Jecline of the spirit "' in· 
toler.lllce has always taken place as a <"<>IIS<<lucnce 
oi tole weakening of rdigious belief. Hi•torkally it 
is not true that Protesrantism was either bn'\\·J on 
the bdief in freedom of inquiry or the wo.<h ttl a !lain 
it. What was claime.J was primarily the ri~ht to 
differ from the Roman Chul'ch, but it wJs at one 
with the Roman Church on the dutv of true Chris· 
tianity to suppress all that was al(ilinst it. All over 
tile c~>·ilized world toleration in rclo~ion is only an 
expression of the growth of unbelief. The real uc­
t'·Jns of the greatest churches were finally .Jesrrib,•.J 
b:t H. C. Lea, in his series of bunks dealing with 
actions and qualities. 

On the one side, the Church lc~alized and mora· 
lized brutality. On the other, it lc~ iliJ.,•d .a11d mnr.l· 
lized intolerance an.! persecution. And ju't as the 
brutalitv of its le~:tl methods reflected Itself tn social 
life, so "intolerance became mor.- thnn it would hove 
been otherwise in things that were our.ide tbc <rope 
of religion. The godly were not ashamed nl belli~ 
intolerant. they took pride in it. Not to l~<tcn 
to the other sid.- bocame a mark of strom: 
character. Remember that for many g<-ncrations tho 
people of Europe lived under a rule that made hone,. 
ty of thought and speech two of the ~realest ofTen«" 
that any man could make. The Church had camp:"· 
sionate words for the thief. for the murdcrer, the 
wife-beater, the drunkard. Th•!re was but one un­
forgi\'ahh= offence, disbelief in rcli~:iun acc:mnp.mit•d 
by honesty of speech. It did not PL'r"il'CUic h~ pnt.Till'li: 
they were beyond its rcJcit. even if it had trnublcrl 
about them. II was the man who <aid hone,tly what 
he believed that suffered. The brave and mentally 
honest men who doubted w~re wec.J··d out, the ro· 
ward, the liars were r.ur~ of )(~·ttin~! to hc:Jvcn. ThJt 
state of things is not vet ended. The Churr.h h:p; 
made hypocrisy so much a part of our public life, 
men who stand forward in public life .tre not al . .rmo·d 
at not telling the truth ahout thdr reli~inu, opinu•·"· 

This is part of the price we have IPrl In p,c' lor 
the existence of the Chri<tian Churo·h. But the ~,. · •I. 
Jastjng evil workt·d h·1 r:1c Ch•~rdt w JC: nqf nn the 
dead.' but upon tiP livi-,·!- A.., w:r~, -, di·<"-, .. ,_.. i' i~ 
not the nne that kil'~ f··•r tlu~ .,.,,. th-·t m .. , .... ~ t 11::! 
docs moc;t harm. So Wlli1 the Church :mrl h1.•r•·•.v. it 
was not to those who cliod at the ,!.1kc tint !he chi••l 
evil WJS dont!, but tn the m1•n r:1l tv~ th;Jt rl!m:linnl. 
We owe it chiefly to the Church, that "" much nf our 
sncial life rodav is ridc.llt·d with in-.inct.•rity, t~nd h•tf'KJ• 
crisv. It wa~ ihe law nl th~ Chri,tian Church WilTh 
danincd the honest thinke-r :<t·~d C'rowm•d the.• lO· 

wardly conformist. 
- Fr ."t~int~·r 

Ill 



II If I Were a Millionaire " 
By Andy Vena 

I PROBABLY never will be, to be sure. Yet many 
a man has heretofore legitimately "come by" a 

larg~ and unexpected fortune. It does happen. A 
lucky sweep-stake ticket ...... discovering u':lsuspect.ed 
mineral wealth on a piece of property ... an tde~ or lD• 
vention that "clicks" ...... etc. The trouble wtth too 
many rich is that they are over-powered by the de· 
sire to merely BE very rich; to HAVE great wealth 
·-and get still more of it-merely for the sake of 
having it. Whereas I would .like it for t~e pu~se 
of doing useful things with tt---<Onstructtvely usmg 
it to promote and advance Great Causes for the be· 
ncfit of my fellow men and to be sure, for the 
pleasure and satisfaction found in a good job well 
done. Since you definitely "can't take it with you" 
where ever you think you're going-and probably 
won't need it when you get "there"-1 think it's poor 
choice to let a great fortune outlast its owner so that 
he finally has to leave it to somebody. Having pro· 
vided for reasonable comfort and security for me and 
mine for the remaining years of life, I would if I 
were a millionaire, want to see my wealth in use, 
working, ben~fitting somebody. .T~e pleasure. of 
doing somethmg useful wtth a m!lho~ dollars ts, I 
think, greater than merely possessmg tt. 

And one of the Causes, I'd want to plant my 
money into, to make flourish and bring to blossom, 
is the Free-Thou!(ht Movement in America. It's a 
ritiful fact that the best Causes and Movements do 
not always receive the kind and degree of support 
th<'\' merit and need. Many an inheritance has gone 
to ;, hunch of worthless, greedy, waiting relatives, or 
oth~r par·asitcs, instead of to a more worthy bene­
ficiary often against the real wishes and intentions 
of the dcceasc,(benefactor. 

N<lW if I were a millionaire I'd pour a great por· 
tion of it into a W<>nderful monument I could be 
rruud of while I lived and which would do my nam~ 
pride- aft~r I passed away. No, not a stone statue of 
mv..;.cU in th~.! p~1rk, or an impressive mausoleum in 
"th<' nmrhle on·hard" fe<•meterv), but a substantial 
t•mlnwnwnt tu a libcral. secular, £reethought societv 
rnr :1 huiiJin~ to hous~ it, lik~ the ThOmas Pain~ 
~km<ll'ial Building which we of the Friendship Liberal 
L~.o;l!!Ue have in thl~ "di'Ci.lm stn~e"; a large auditorium 
(,ll' f,wum le~:tures, cduc:lthmal lnO\'ies. dinners. Etc., 
cquipJX•d with moc.h:rn air-conditioning (not just a 
''h .. •;.Hin~ S\'St~m·· o{ sorts), gc.lt"t acoustic conditions, 
:1 ~""""~"t"t,lUr-sp'-·ak~r s~·st .. ·m· (especially to accommo­
lbte th~ h:tn.l•\lf·he:~rinl!l: ~ood seating facilities: an 
cxh.'n"i"c fr"''-"lhtlU\!.ht librar~· OllC'Il to a11: a reading 
hh'llll (llf the studil)US; a fund to pa~' fl,r g.ood lec-
1 \11\.'rs: a radio br\),tJL"Jstin~ station f")r S('cular talks, 
\.h·b:ltt•...:, musk, Sl't.'ial di-;,,:ussh)ns, Etl'.: a press (or 
\1ur llWa p~d!Jdi~..·ab, stati<,ncr~·. po.;:t('rs, pamphl"ts, 

Etc.; a fine Home on a tract of farm land just outside 
the city limits for aged freethinkers and liberals who, 
in their time, have done their bit in the battle of 
liberation of man's mind from the shackles of ignor­
ance and superstitution, and where they may spend 
their remaining years with complete peace of mind 
in congenial surroundings and in the company of 
like-minded men and women, where they could 
occupy themselves with intellectual pursuits, hobbies, 
raising vegetables, live stock, and otherwise finish 

. out their lives pleasantly. 

Then if I still had enough money left I'd start 
League chapters in other cities patterned after the 
mother organization. I would probably die "broke" 
myself, to be sure, but I would have enjoyed a piece 
of real heaven right here on earth together with 
worthy fellowmen before passing on to physical obli· 
>ion. Such a "monument" would, I believe, do s" 
much earthly human good that other millionaires 
would join it, contribute to it, and keep the Move­
ment snow-balling along. 

' 
What's that you sav? Pipe dream? Improbable? 

Improbable, yes, . But "not entirely impossible. There 
are many millionaires extant, one of whom might 
one day find it in his heart to be an "angel" before 
he dies, so to speak. Anyway, I can dream, can't 
I? (And how!). 

• 

To The Memory Of 

Mrs. ELLEN ROY 

-Liberal 

A past president of the Indian Rationalist 

Association, who met a ~ad rnti on 14th 

December 1960, She was the wifr of a great 

man. but in her own right also. !the was 

great, an Arne• ican born. but an Indian and 

a Hnmanht at he:u t. 



Lokayata- Indian l\Iatcrialism 
(Thi.• is the 5th article in the so.ries) 

By S. Ram.onatbao 

... 
• 

TWO important features of the Tantra practices of Siltars whi~h .J~wl,•r•·.! in th,· <•>nllwrn T.unil 
are the inveterate hatred of caste and the search country. Ei~hteen Smars .trc rn.·nll""'"l 111 T.uuil 

for science. The first feature stemmed trom their Tantric w"1rks but m:my nwrc sco\..•rn to h.tn' rh)un.,.h· 
origin from the lower castes and tne sel'Oild from ed 10 the South. Bu~··r •a.! l'ul•p.llli liw,l "' lklH!.ll 
thelf firm grip on material reality an<l repudiation an.! later on th~ Suuth and wwte 1n T.nrnl. The 
of any pretence at idealism, mysticism or sptrituJiity. Sittars wrote mainly un llh.'llktnt•, .th . .-lwrny ~IIlli ~o.'h~o•· 
Importance is given in Tantric texts to characters m1stry. They Yt'ert~ \'chcm~nt :.J~_unsl tht.· r.t.,;tco 'i\ s· 
called Chandali, Dombi, Raja.ki, and Savari which tern. There_was an exchan~e l>f seienllhc inlornt.llh>n 
names iodicate that the gods hail from the lowest of between Chma and India throu~h the sclwol ,j ''"' 
the low castes carrying on the most despised profes~ ~itt:1rs. The Tantrikas rn~ntiun 1hc USl' 1JI. Sl'i\·r1t1h~: 
sions. Origmating from the lower castes. th.: doc· Instruments and the pertormJnce nf eSJ'\'rtllh.'nls. 
trine was no respector of the caste hierag:hial S\'S• Says one author: "Those who teach without h.·m)! 
tern. Besides it gathered recruits from other reli· abl" to perform c'periments luhour in vain." It " 
gions; Islam, Christianity <1$ well as from Hindu remark:lblc that this extrernel)• mod,•rn sc1entitk 01lli· 
Brahmins. The classic statement which represents tu.!e was adopt7d in_ the anctent Tantrie ren•'ll Wlll'n 
the real stand point of Tantrism was ma.!e by Anan· the Scull .and Smr111 hd.! sway.. · . 
dagiri in Saokara Vijaya: -"All the males belonging Accordm~ . to Dev1prasad Chattnp.llfhya_l'a thts 
to the various castes should be (treated) as one caste. proto·matcnahsm of the Tantm·s wlud1 w ... ;11ch.uc 
This is one creed. All the females bclonging to the and mixed up with ritual _pra•·tit·cs ;md h;ul t~chno· 
various castes should be (treated) as one caste. This log)' later acqUired a rlllh~<orhlc fcmn 1n S.mkv.t 
is the other creed. There is no sin in their mutual School and became the strungest orponent of V<tl.tn· 
union or separation. There is no rule as "Such a tic Idealism. 
man is the husband of such a woman" ...... All the 
castes being but one caste, the institution of marri01gc 
is a fiction." 

Sahara !:'ada in his Dehakosa savs. "His first revolt 
is against the orthodox system o( the four-fold divi­
sion of colours (chaturvarna) placing the Brahmins 
at the top. The Brahmins as a caste cannot reason­
ably be recognised to be the highest of men-for 
the saying that 'they dropped from the mouth of 
Brahma is a myth invented by a section of clever and 
cunning people. If. on the other hand, a man be­
comes Brahmin by religious initiation (Samskara) then 
even the lowest of men may be a Brahmin ...... The 
Brahmins take earth, water, kusa grass and recite 
mantras and perform fire-sacrifices in their houses­
in vain do they offer ghee to the fire. for thereby 
their eves will onlv be affected with intense smoke. 
They become holders of single-fold or of three-fold 
sacred threads-but this is of no avail unl'5s t:-uth 
is realised. Deceived is the whole worl.! bv false il­
lusion-none does know the all-excellin~ truth where 
both religion and non-religion become one. The devo­
tees of the Lord (lsvara), again anoint the whole body 
with ashes, wear matted hair on the head, sit within 
the hou~ and light lamps and ring bells seated in 
a corner, take a yogic posture (asana) with their 
eyes fixed: they whisper religious doctrines into the 
ears (of the credulous people) and deceive them there­
b)•. The widows, the mundis (women taking the vow 
of fasting for the whole month) and others taking 
different vows, get themselves initiat<d by these de­
\'Otees who do it only in greed of money (dak,hin~)." 
. The Tantrickas were the real progcnators of sc•en­

llfic enquiry in India. This subject is dealt with by 
Ra_v in his History of Hindu Cbemhtrv. The Univer· 
S1t1es at Nalanda, Udantapura and Vikramasila he­
c~me important centres of cultivation of Tantrism 
wuh Alchemy as an integral part of it. The ~rowth 
of tantrism in Bengal is closely relat<d :o the school 
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NEHRU MUST RESIGN. DEMAND OF 01'1.111 
NEW DELHI: For the tirst time in rc,·,·nt hbtlln', 

the Capital hdc.l an ;.all-Part~ nH.'4.'tin~ h.J \'oh.·~ ch~ puf)· 
lk· rcSL'ntment a~ainst th~ polil'it..'S TlUr"u~·U lw Ill'" 
Prime Mlnish!r. The prt.wOC;Itlnn ror the mt'l'llll!! 
is the d ... -cisinn or the Prime Mini"'t~r to h:uuJ on·r 
8L'rubari to Paki~tnn. in till' ll'l'rh or Opf'O'IititJn of till' 
whole nation b;:1rring ConJ.!rl•o.;•mwn. Thl" pcopl<' or 
West Bengal, a._ well as the:1r l~.·~i,ltltive ;a,..;.~,·rnhly. 
have stronf,!IV objected tn th~_• a!.'l im1 nf tht• Prim~.• 
Minister. Apart fr\Hll '-'llltHinnal and "'-':llimt·ul d 
reasons. th!.!rf! arc pra~o:ti~.:~ll arul nll.!,l'lll h'1-.0I1\ why 
Bl•rubari shuui..J not ~n ht P<~ki,.ro.~a. All lhe nhi'-'l'" 
tior,s raised in the Bcn~.il lt.·~l..,l.eturi! ;trc \ .tlid and 
real. 

The public meeting. with one vnic:c, th..'m;u.th:tJ 1h.1r 
Mr. i'tchru should tender hi' h."tll~n •• tion. ., h~.• 
pcr!-.onal whimc; and the matter of the p~.·rsonal prl's· 
tiv.c of the Prime Minish.·r \huulll nul he allow~_•d "' 
come in the Wa\' of the ~ct.·urih· and n111iunal -.df-
respect of the country. · 

The mccling "'"~ "lfl.:ntkJ h.v a '-""' Conwl'.,c;. 
man. Mr. Ant!\', a Con~n·<iot M.P., IH· rlw PSJ, 
speaker~. the Hindu S.tbha le4.1Jers, rcprr-.c.·nh•d hy 
Prof. Ram Singh und Mr. Bro~Jc,h. M.P., th< So~ci.d"t 
Party and the Wurkl!r\ .wd Pe.t..,.ml~ Po.~rl) llll'il ~.~ ... 
well as some lmlcpcnd~o.•nl lc tth·roa. 

The speech\!~ maJl' were nwr~ in "iorro\Oo· than in 
an£.l'r. but they left no Jnuhl •" to 1 l1•' !l.lflon.ll 11 1 tnd 
and national j,ulo;e, w;th r.·garJ In rhi .. l.th .• .,l \Oo·h•m 
o( the Prime Mini<>h:r. All .,,cakcr' wcr4: unanunm1 .. 
that the action of th4! Prime Miru~l\;'r wo.as i.Ju:l.ll••n..al 
and anti-nationt~J. 

The ~peakcrs Mated th.1t the homJin~ over of B··ru­
bari w;ts an uct o( t:o"'·•rdice and appl.'ol"-'ml·nr of 
Pakistan. 

The Hindi daily pdper .... N:uabhou~f Time-." h.!·· 
given a prominence to lh-: public mc-:tin~. 



DBLHI LETTER 

Interference With Nepal: Berubari Bargain 
' 

(Frelll Our Correspondent) 

I T is indeed unfortunate that Mr. Nehru should 
have considered it appropriate to attack the Nepal 

King's action while initiating the foreign affairs de-. 
bate in the Rajya Sabha on December 20, the more 
so as he himself admitted that he did not know what 
reasons lay behind the action of the King and "it 
is diflicull to say anything about vague charges." On 
the same day on which the morning papers reported 
the speech of Mr. Nehr~~; in the Rajya Sabha, t~e 
Statesman carried from tts staff correspondent tn 
Kathmandu the news that Government officials who 
searched the deposed premier's residence discovered 
in cash in the safe Rs. 1,08,000 in Indian currency 
and Rs. 11,000 in Nepali currency. Earlier a cache 
of arms was found in Mr. Koirala's house. The news 
at least suggests that the Indian Prime Minister would 
have done better if he had waited for fuller infor­
mation before launching his attack on the King of 
Nepal, which is bound to lead to a deterioration of 
relations between India and her northern neighbour. 
It is recalled by the same correspondent that Dr. Giri,, 
who resigned from the Koirala Cabinet some months, 
ago, had stated that the overhaul of the administra­
tion contemplated by the Koirala Government was 
based on "whims rather than on any scientific me­
thods." 

One thing emerges clear from the dismissal of the 
Kuirala Cabinet and its detention by the King of 
N••pal, and that is that if Nepal goes anti-Communist 
as n result of the King's action, as seems likely, India 
stands to gain rather than lose from what has hap­
pened there. The Chinese threat is not such a small' 
alfair- and the Indian Prime Minister's own words 
can be reproduced to prove its magnitude-that it 
can be regarded as havinR no bearing on what the 
Ne1>al King has done or on our own reactions to it. 
To play down the Chinese threat is one thing but to 
rduse to take it into consideration in our estimate 
of the situ.ttion re<ulting from the Nepal King's ac­
t;<>'l is quite another. The refusal shows to what 
extent Mr. Nehru is prepared to go in the pursuit 
of his hocus·pocus of non-alignment. It will not 
he• surprisin~ if this hocus-pocus transpires to have 
h•·en at the bottom of the Nepal King's action. What 
i~ more un(ortunntc is that our Prime Minister's cri .. 
til-ism of that action t•an be regarded as interference 
with the affair~ of Nepal. thus strengthening the 
~rouse of those m Neral who have been alleging that 
India has been interfering with her affairs. "We have 
not at ~ny time,:· s"id Mr. Nehru, "sought in any 
way hl tnterft'rc m Nepal over the last ten vears or 
so sin~.·e N~n:t1 b~.•~,.·ame fre~ from the- ol~1 fe~ime." 
He should have continued followinR the old tradition 
rath<r than l'ermit himsdf to make observation~ 
whkh ca:l o.11y w~u~en rt.'!ations between India and 
Nepal. 

COLONIALISM 

One factor which must be welcomed, according 
to Mr. Nehru, was the resolution passed recently by 
the UN on colonialisra. "It is a good resolution," 
he said, "and I have no doubt that it will have some 
effect in spite of delays and obstructions." It is true, 
as he said, that world opinion is being built up which 
will make it more difficult for any colonies to con­
tinue. But 'l¥hat is Mr. Nehru's own contribution to 
the building up of this world opinion 1 Can it in any 
way help in the liberation of the East European sate­
llites of Soviet Russia to affirm that they are not 
colonies of Soviet Russia 1 And can this partisan­
ship in any way persuade the western imperialisms 
to liquidate their colonies? Mr. Nehru is doing a 
distinct disservice to mankind by denying the colo­
nial character of the Soviet connection with her East 
European satellites and of Chinese overlordship over 
Tibet. Mr. Ganga Sharan Sinha did well to point 
out in the Rajya Sabha that, while India condemned 
colonialism in the West, she remained silent over 
Tibet. He might have gone farther and named the 
East European countries, quite a dozen of them! 
And what of the Russian Empire itself extending to 
the Pacific Ocean 7 How can Russia have any claim 
over Siberia, thousands of miles away from her? 

Mr. Nehru referred to "an acute crisis (in the 
Congo) in the failure of the UN which represents the 
world community." Surely the UN has not faile.d 
yet in the . Congo, except in failing to carry out hts 
wishes. The· PSP leader (leader also of the Opposi­
tion) deserves to be con!(ratulated on asserting that 
Mr. Nehru's picture of developments in the Conj!O 
was "one-sided," because he had refrained from cri­
ticing the other side, while rightly attacking the Bel· 
gians. U Mr. Nehru wants to command respect the 
world over, he should persuade himself to be less of 
a partisan, no matter what praise and what flattery 
he receives from some quarters. He is losing his 
detachment steadily and that cannot add to his •ta· 
ture as a world statesman. It is to be hoped, how· 
ever, that his disapproval will scotch the proposol 
that, apart from the UN forces, an African· force 
should be constituted from various countries in 
Africa who agree and that should go into action. 
"It is not clear what such a force can do in these 
circumstances," he said. It can only, he might have 
well added. persuade the African countries who do 
not agree to send a force of their own to oppose the 
t>rooosed force. What is reallv to blame is the desire 
to use force to ~et thin!ls done a< one wants, and that 
tendency should be curbed by all lovers of peace. 

THE BERUBARI ISSUE 

Congressmen have had _to su~port the Prime Minis­
ter on the Berubari issue because, as o:te of thc!In 
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put it in the Lok Sahha, the implication of rejectint 
the bills would be the overthrow of the Con~:res. 
Government. Mr. Nehru himself gave the real' rea­
son for moving the Bills for consideration when he 
said it was desirable that India should "put :tn e3d to 
the incidents on the border which had occured largely 
because there was some disputed territory." Incur­
sions across the border, he admitted, had 1:1ecn a 
"frustrating experience." Superficially, therefore, 
there appears to be an element of blackmail in the 
Nehru-Noon Agreement. The need for that Agree­
ment may be said to have arisen owing to the neces­
sity of moving troops from the Indo-Pakistan border 
to the Northern border to check Chinese incursions, 
of which Mr. Nehru was then aware, though Parlia­
ment and the country were not. 

This is a point which Mr. Nehru naturally could 
not make in Parliament. Bearing that in mind Mr. 
Nehru rightly said, "We have to take other factors 
also into consideration and try to do what is in the 
larger interests of the country." The other factors 
also presumably include the Bagge Award which 
India disputed-a fact to which Mr. Nehru apparent­
ly referred when he said, "Apart from the ac:quisitioo 
and transfer of bits of territory, there was the ad­
vantage of Pakistan abandoning its claim alto~ether 
to certain parts of India. I would therefore like the 
House to take all the facts together and examine the 
matter in the light of the continuous scheme of thin!!S, 
the continuous historv and legacy of partition, which 
we all want to put an' end to." 

sihle u~der the c.,nstituti<lD, Mr. Nehru W.IS askin~ 
Parliament to ~iv~ :tw·ty a ~it ,,f h.•rrihlr~· to whi-.·h 
Pakistan had ne\'er laid claim, loses n•uch of its f,,r,·e. 
So does the contention that the Nl'l•ru-N'"'n A!:«'<'· 
ment related to the Radcliffe A'""''· wherr.l< tho 
Supreme Court had clcarlv h<•l•l thilt the tr;msl.-r of 
Beruhari would mran c .. • .. ~iOn nf tcrritnn• "''' ""'''11lt.'CI· 
00 with thl' Awond. In iud~in~ the ·.,~r~·~.·nU'nt, .,~ 
Mr. Nehru said, we should r••memh,•r th.tt tlw p.nll· 
tion of India was itself an illo~kal thin~. lltll it " 
good to hear from Mr. Nehru's ,,wn lips tlmt '"it will 
be a wron~ doctrine to lay d~Wl11 th.lt the- r'fl"'th~~.· ,\f 
a Prim~ Minister, whoc\'l'r he mav, he, sh,,uld ut anv 
tim\! override the lntcrC"\tS of the natinn." Let u·~~ 
hope that he and hi!\ rullcw.· .. 'r!\, iiH·ludill\', tht' lh\11\~ 
Member, Pandit Govind Ballahh P.•nt. whu o:~lv r,•. 
cently made such a fuss O\'Cf the Prime Mim~h'r'o; 
prestige in U.P., will remember thl'~c Wtlr,ls and lh't 

forget them as mt're rht•toric ~uitl'd to the Ol"l··•"'i''"· 
The Prime Minister's prcstltte ha" h~rn rlit~·ing a J!rt'i1t 
part in the recent political history of th<· land and i• 
is to be hop•-d that the country has seen the end 
of it. 

NADIRSHAUI IN C.P. 

The Congress Government's dealings with the 
Maharaja of Basler remind one of the W:l)'< of the 
Political Dc•portrnent of the British Go\wnm<•nt of 
India. The British had at least one CXl'u·.c. Their 
rule. thcv .aid almost orenlv, was hro.Hih.tscd on the 
lovaltv oi the Ruling Chi.Cs imd landhuld<rs and with· 
out ii th•'v could not remain in India. But the Con· 
~rcss GovCrnment is not n forcip.n gm'l'rnmcnt depcn· 
ding on the lovalty of a select few. It is broadhascd 
on the will ol the people. For Congres< ministers 
to adopt the ways of the political ag,•nts of vorc i• 
therefore the hei~ht of hi~h-hnndc•dncss and demons­
tration of authority for the love of it. 

There was, therefore, little point in the West Ben­
j!:JI Communist leader, Mr. H. N. Mukherji's observa­
tion that the impending transfer of half of Bcbubori 
to Pakistan went against "the grain of political de­
cency" and was unacceptable from "the legal, poli­
tical, moral, emotional, ethical or any other point 
of view" or in the question he posed, "What possible 
lol(ic can there be in the claim of Pakistan for terri­
tory inhabited almost entirelv by people belonging 
to a community which, according to the principle of 
partition, could never be in Pakistan?" 

PRIME MINISTER'S PRESTIGE 

It was argued during the debate that consulting 
some Bengal officials was not consulting the Govern· 
ment of Bengal. But surely, the Government of 
Bengal was in touch with the officials it deputed and 
Whom therefore Mr. Nehru and his assistants consul· 
ted. If the Bengal Government did not keep in touch 
with those officials, it was obviously its own fault. 
The opinion in Bengal is so vehement against the 
cession of half of Berubari that Dr. B. C. Roy had to 
seek refuge in almost denying touch with his own 
officials. He might not have sought closer contact 
With them, thinking that was the best he could do 
Under the circumstances, it he was not to be disown· 
ed by his own followers. For him it seems to be a 
case of running with the hare and hunting with_ the 
hounds-the only possible political manoeuvre 1n a 
contingency like that. 

Our Congrcs. ministers, who swear loyalty to th• 
Constitution, apparently forget thdr oath alt,•r as· 
suming office. On November 17 la<t r>r. Kail;o<h 
Nath Katju, Chief Minister of Madhya Prade<h, ac­
cused the Maharaja of Bastar of "cxtrcmdy ohjrc­
tionable and irresponsible activitiC's" and ortlered him 
to leave the district in which he resides within a work, 
and to see him at Bhopal to consider whe~ he ma.Y 
settle. Dr. Katju'~ notion on .. extremely •rrco;.J'Iono;•· 
ble and objectionable activities" can be ~~thercd from 
the fact that he was unaware that he was la.vin~ him· 
self open to the ~arne char~e while writinR that lrttcr 
to the Maharaja of Ba~tar. What does Dr. Kat1u 
think he is? A Nadir Shah over and above the 
Constitution of the land? 

Under the circumstances the point made by the 
J_an Sangh leader, Mr. Vajpayee, that, instead of tel­
hog Pakistan that cession of territory was not pos· 
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It seems necc,s:~ry tn emrthJiiiir.e that thn'>e who 
swear loyalty to the Constitution of the land <hnultl 
be ac;;kc-d evt>rv now and a~am to rl~rl•:Jt from mt•mnry 
at least the Preamble to the Constitution. The M.1h.l· 
raja called the bluff and rcfu<ed to carrv out th< 
order and rhc Governor had to fly to f;o~d;olpur In 
see the Maharaia. The matter i• now Jx.fnn• thc.­
Govemment of India. The Maharaja's courowt- h;•.,. 
incidentally reminded that rcop)c nf the kmtl. nf 
Go\·ernment they have. In the fint s=..-.ner.JJ el'-·cunn 
the Cone.ress Jot;f all the rewrvt.-d seat~ m B.Ht.tr o.~.­
trict-nine out of a total of ten. The Congrc" P.rry 



had its revenge on the Maharaja by having all his 
property put under the Court of Wards on the ground 
that he was insane! The Maharaja was promised the 
return of his properties if he joined the ~o~gress­
and thus showed some signs of sanity. He JOmed the 
Congress and with his co-operation the Congress won 
all the seats in his district in the second genera! elec· 
tion. When the promise, which included a seat m the 
ministry, was not kept, the MaharaJa res1gned from 
the Congress as well as the Assembly. In the by-elec· 
tion that followed the Maharaja's man defeated the 
Congress candidate. Scheduled castes and tribes 
have 95 re•erved scats in the State Assembly out of 
a total of 289. The huge procession of Adivasi Seva 
Dal sta~ed before the AICC meeting at Raipur start­
led Congress leaders and it is alleged that Dr. Katju:s 
letter to the Maharaja was the result of a telegraph1c 
request from the AICC. Congress supporters and 
contractors have been fattening at the expense of the 
Adivasis, who have many grievances against the Con· 
rgess Raj. If the Maharaja was insane, why was he 
given a Congress ticket and permitted to contest th_e 
election? And now the Governor h1mself has testi­
fied that he did not find the Maharaja either insane 
or lacking in manners. Several companies of armed 
constabulary have been rushed to Bastar to overawe 
him! The w~ole thing is sickening and part of elec­
tion tactics, now that the general election is only 
sixteen months away. 

Book Review 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
INFLATION 

Reviewed by John Chamberlain 

For years Hen1·y Hazlitt, emulating the Dutch boy 
of the fable, has been trying to plug the ever-widen­
in~ hole in the dike that has been holding back the 
waters of intlation. He has not only had to thrust 
a linger· into the hole: he has, as is evident from his 
What You Should Know Abeut lnftation (0. Van 
Nostrand, 151 pages, $3.50), felt compelled to get 
into the hole virtually up to his neck. 

What You Should Know About lnOation is good, 
sober stuff, much of it as incontrovertible as New­
lnn"s Law of Gravity. Mr. Hazlitt is strong on precise 
d,•tinitions, but when a definition won't do by itself 
he knows how to assemble statistics in the best 
mndern manner to show the relationships and opera­
t!onal characteristics which make a distinction per­
tment. 

Do~matkally, he maint;tins that inflation is due 
to one thin~: and one thing alone: it results from 
an un.Jue expansion of the money supply (or, in 
tnn,Jern u<a!(c, of paper and bank cre.Jitl. The in­
cr~asc in t~c monc.'y supply is what caust!s a ri:\e :n 
pra~·~s ;.u11.l m wo.1~~.s as tht.! extra cash in pockl.!ts and 
~-mk ac,·ounts provokes a spirited bidding for exist­
m~ ~'-''-'J.s and servil'c:-s. The idea that intlath.1n is a 
result nr a "c'-""~St·push" is unsound. for tht!re can be 
n<> cost-push if the credit docs not exist to support 

TilE lXDlAX LIBERTARIAN 

it. A rise in wages or in prices without an antece­
dent or supporting increase in t~e money supply 
would simply serve to cut off busmess and to pro· 
Toke unemployment. 

Mr. Hazlitt presents this as theory and as logic. 
But, lest the theory and logic be suspect, he also 
includes an eye-opening table. In 1939 our money 
supply (floating cash and bank credit) amounted to 
$64.7 billion; in 1959 this figure had jum~ed to $251.6 
billion-an increase of 289 per cent. Dunng the same 
twenty-year period there was a wholesale price of 
138 per cent. The reason why the pric.: ~ise didn't 
gallop out. of sig~t. was due t<? the abd1ty of the 
American mdustrlahst and busmessman to expand 
production and to make technological innovations. 
The rate of industrial production during the two 
decades of our inflation tripled as the money supply 
quadrupled. The difference betwee~ th<: rates of ex· 
pansion is what accounts for the pnse nse. 

DOES INFLATION INCREASE PRODUCTION1 

Mr. Hazlitt is quite aware that Professor Seymour 
Harris, among others, thinks the inflation caused the 
increase in production, and was therefore a cheap 
price to pay for a more fruitful economic system. 
Since it is statistically demonstrable that both the 
inflation and the increased productivity occurred 
within the same time span, there might be reason to 
think Harris has logic on his side. But some of Mr. 
Hazlitt's tables would tend to dispute the point. 

In 1944 the federal government fed $95 billion into 
the economy for purposes generally related to fighting 
the war. The inflation represented by federal bor­
rowing certainly "caused" the war production. ~ut 
in 1947, when the federal government was spendmg 
only $39 billion-a drop of S56 billion within three 
years-there was a substantial increase in employ­
ment, wages, and prices. Predictions that there 
would be eight million unemployed if the federal 
government stopped "supporting" the economy ~y 
spending at wartime levels simply failed to mate':'•· 
lize. In the light of what has happened to productiOn 
in periods of contraction in federal outlays, what 
becomes of the Seymour Harris theory that inflation 
is necessary to spur a lagging economy? 

To make the question even more relevant, Mr. 
Hazlitt reminds us-in another statistical display...., 
that the inflationary pump-priming of the nineteen 
thirties failed utterly to mop up the huge pools of 
unemployment. One re~son why ·:easy money" _fails 
to bail out an economy 1s that busmessmen, 10 t1mes 
of inflation, have to borrow more money to sustam 
the same volume of business that they are doing al· 
readv. The dollar fi!(ures attachod to !!:Oods and ser­
viceS change, but the realities underlying the figures 
may not jump sufficiently to give the economy the 
needed spur. 

SOME FALLACIES EXPLODED 

Having established the broad outlines of his pri· 
mer. Mr. Hazlitt turns to some specific fallacies of 
inflationary thinkers. First, there is the theory, ad· 
vocated b)· J. Kenneth Galbraith. that the cost-push 
troubles of an inRationary period should be att~cked 
by '"selecti,·e" price fixing in industries like steel and 
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au_tomobiles. But. Mr. Hazlitt observes th1t s~lecti\"e 
pr1ce a_nd wage controls add to sh,,rtaues ol th 
very thmgs whose production the governffi";,nt wishc~ 
to encourage. Profit margins in controlkd sect 1rs 
lag ~ehind the margin~ in un!"'ntr?lled ··luxury"" p~,,. 
duct•on. . The. result •s ~ d•stortton of investment. 
To get thm;:s m hand agam, the government is forced 
to extend •ts areas of con trol-and we arc on our 
way to a more or less totally managed economv 

~ell, why not? Again Mr. Hazlitt has the ~~pro­
pnate ans_w~: I~ an economy in which there are 
~orne 9 n_ulhOJ! different prices, and some 40 trillion 
mterrelat10nshaps of prices, total management would 
lead to. f~arful. messes. Nobody knows enough to 
s~t 9 milhon d1tferent prices, or even a small propor­
ti?n. the!eof. And_ even if it were possible to "ad­
m!mster the t~tahtr of an economy with economk 
Wl~dom, the pttce m compulsion would lead to a 
s~~1ous deterioration in the moral character of the 
citiZens. 

t:n·y social f't'Wer, :t~J :m <'th.t h.' rht' uc:<.' of tb~ h ml· 
ing sys~~.·m to buy and J'h.'~ ll.S. h~.mds .n a th~·~l 
rat~. 1 h~ ~~~.tl r~.·~~.·rn! r\'\]Uirt.~m~nts ~,, l,,,nl.--. mu..;t 
be lnCr~~l~t.',i fl_\.lnt .!) J'l'f ''"'nt h'~, s.ty. 4l\ r\"r ,~,·uf, 
to tn.lke mtlau,,nJr:: ~-'rl'\'win~ imr'""il'''". ;.uhl th.• 
FcJ~.·r:tl Res~n~ nm-it !1\l\ u~<' th~o.• r~.·,h'h.','llllt r.lt~' "' 
rr,,m~h~· an ~lrtitid;,il '"~:t~~· m~'·"'··~· .l:'"''"'J',lt':,·. ·\II 
of. th1s would ""'i."C~-:..arily ~.kpcnd ~'" :t r"•\'i\".li ... ,( int\·~ 
gnty that wouiJ m;.\k"· any in"H"iduJI ,,r l-!n\up ·'"h.un· 
ed of .. gimmc" raiJs on tht! ft.•"l~tJI tr~.l~ury. 

. Another specific fallacy which Mr. Hazlitt attacks 
IS the theory, set forth on frequest occasions by 
t~e la~e Summ~r Slic~ter of Harward, that a little 
~It of mtlat1on IS all tight. Professor Stichter talked 
·~ terms _of a co'!trolled 2 or 3 per cent price expan­
Sion durmg a g1ven year. But Mr. Hazlitt notes 
th~~ a prom!sed 3 per cent rise would cause such 
spmted b•ddmg for googs and services that the infla­
tion would soon outpace the intentions of the con­
trollers. Labor unions would add 3 per cent to 
the demands they already had in mind; industrialists, 
~acing I? beat the price rise, would over-stock on 
IR ven tones. 

In other words, if you wish successfully to inflate 
by a small degree, you must hide your intention-i.e .• 
you must lie to the people. Thus Sir Stafford Cripps 
denied at least a dozen times in 1948 and 1949 th~t 
England intended to devalue the pound. He had 
to do this to forestall "sure thing" gambling in the 
pound. When the British government finaliv set a 
price for the pound, it made Sir Stafford a ·twelve­
times liar. But Sir Stafford had only done what any 
statesman bent on "controlling" the price level must 
do. 

GOLD STANDARD---GOLD MORALITY 

To protect the people a~ainst the fraudulent expro­
priations caused by inflation, Mr. Hazlitt would like 
to see a return to the gold standard, which used to 
act as an automatic check against the vote-buying 
proclivities of politicians. Much of Mr. Hazlitt"s dis· 
cussion of ways and means of resuming specie pay· 
ments for paper money is technical. But the best 
part of it is moral; indeed, the argument su~~ests 
that if one is to have a gold standard, one must have a 
gold morality to go with it. To maintain a gold stan• 
dard even for the short run requires, first of all, that 
the conversion rate be set at the natural market 
level. But to keep it going in relative perpcluity 
demands congruous policies of a fundamentally moral 
nature. The government must cease to regard the 
people's income as its own to he dribbled back to 
groups in conformance with political pressure<. It 
must return to budgets that remain reasonabl•1 in 
balance. There must be lower taxes, less govern· 
mental competition with the exercise of rrh·ate volun· 
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. <)iven rresr~t standards of pnl>lil' mnr.tlil\·. it i• 
dttfic.'ult to bt.•hl'\'C that we :lrl" likt.•l\' h"' rl'lurn hl 
the ~llld stJndard in the hlr~:s .. •t.·.thli.• futur .. •. 1\ut 
that Uol!s not ml•an that Mr. l-Liih1t is wrnny, tn 
either his economics or hi'i mt.,rality. 

• Frr-l'mo~n 

Gleanings from the Press 
TYRANNY OF CRliDE CENSORSUIP 

Rec~!ntly, possibly al:1rnu.'d at th~ si)..tht or lonvJ,u,-;. 
ness, in discipline nnd rarnpant gh,wth of othl·r vh.\•s 
among the vouth of this countr\". th~..· S.tr,.,,,l.t\a wurk· 
ers have siart~d a crusat.ll! aSainst oh~ ... ·cm! '-'int.•nM 
posters and advertisements. Till' rndlli'C r:uup.li).!n 
has whetted their tlppditc for nwr.1l r~.·f,,rm in tlus 
sphere, and th~y propose to laund1 Nlhlll a hnnlii"L' 
o( obscure cinema rosters throu!o!hnut the cnuntry. 
With Dr. Lohia's campaign agilinst Englbh lan~U.lfl<', 
and the Planning Commission's J ... ·tt.•rrninatillll hl 
implement 'prohihition' throu~othout the ('ilUnrn·, till' 
latest move of Ach:uya Bha\'C and his folhmr,·rS nwv 
go a long WilY towanls (r,•<ing the ~ountry ol ull 
~vicious Western inllul·ncc' I 

The ar~ument of in<.loccney nnd ohs~cnitv Is vrrv 
spcciou"i inc.h.•cd, nnd has often h~en U'\l•d ll\·. cr·w>nri"· 
ous authority to mutililtc :and cv,•n prohihit llw puhli· 
cation of works otherwise ht1ilcd as m;tsl-:rpi,·n"'i of 
art. 'Public morality in <.Ianger' ;, the cry of lhnw 
who arrol-!afe to thf'JO!-idvc~ tlu.• mor.1l ourhnritv nf 
the community and fmd p..:rv,·rsc pll•alrriur'' in suh1,•rt· 
in~ their fcllow-boinR• to their own mnr;~l tvr.nnv. 
The camp.1i~n of SOJ.rvmJo~ya WOJ kl'rs, 1hou1~h ·lim II :tt 
to cincm;,1 po:~tcrs, would soon c:o-.knt.l lo\:ic.·.•llv to tht• 
picruri!S and st;I)!C shows, apprt,pri~llC , !•\.'l'll~'\ (rom 
which are displayed in the po•,krs and iulverti•.1·~ 
mcnt'i; the SC'cminf!(ly innncL•nt ,·ampai)~n a~:;t;n'.l in· 
decency would then make "ll art Wilh<·r wuf,•r rhe 
tvranny of crude censorship which, in thi~ cnunlrv, 
at least, still continues to iial~:e pieces of art by uu·t· 
:nmh•d puritJnk·al stanJards. 

This is nor to deny rh;~t picture,; and cinema po•.r ·r.< 
do not often appeal to the carn"l appL"Iirc ol ll1<· vul· 
gar mob: orm.luC't•n and o.~ll do l(row Itt on vul~o~r 
taste and imli..,criminate cravin( fur ;,,..,, hing rlut i•; 
sensational. The fl'm~..·dv fi ... ·s nur in h"nhr..• n( bnuk 'i 
and postL'r~ a Ia S:JV.m.;Jroi.J or in l'mpo·.Y·•rin~~ flp• 
St:liC to decide for tht• P'-"'PIC Whi..it hw,k•. ti1''V •,h,,ulc..l 
re.:~d :~nd what pictur·~o; they c;hould <.eC, hu( in r~·.11 
ae"it~ll'lic educalion, in the cultivalifln of rt•,,l t:•··f'!' 
fnr tJ-.;.,,,; r~at arc f'rt"·rt :mc..J ,_mnr,hling iJn1f hcautj .. 
ful. of cardully a~.:quiretl <>en··c or di·.critninatinn h··f· 
w._.~_., wh.lt io.; u~lv and wl1:1t i•; b·· .• uti(ul. U111 th.1t 
is t~IC tJ-;k of rC"JI cduc<ttiun, the aim of whiL:h i" ~ 

/ t:llnry I. I'Jt, I. 



much ignored in the scheme of basic education 3:nd 
the new-fangled ideas of educational reforms wh1ch 
aro dcsign~d to produce only socially useful men, 
•killed iechnicians and administrative personnel­
but not mature and 'whole' men with hunger for 
truth, love of beauty and passion for liberty and 
soda! justice. 

- Tbe Radical Humaaist. 

News & Views 
CRIMINALS HAVE A PLACE 

IN THE CONGRESS! 

Na&pur: In the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 
Mr. Kcshav Patil asked: "Have persons, who have 
previous convictions to their credit for criminal of­
!cnces, a place on the Development Councils in the· 
State?" 

To this query, the Deputy Minister, Mr. Tidke, 
replied: "Yes. Ir a person is once convicted for a 
criminal offence, it is quite possible that he may im­
prove. There is no need to permanently ban a person 
who has been convicted." 

LAW TO PUNISH CHINESE SABOTEURS 
IN INDIA 

New Delhi: A Bill is before the Lok Sabha to 
punish Indian nationals or others who carry on a pro­
paganda on behalf of Red China and her aggression 
on the Indian soil, or who undermine the safety 
and security of the country. The punishment for 
such anti-Indian activities may be upto three years 
hard labour. 

HATED "ZAZIA" TAX-CONGRESS RULERS 
RAID COMPANIES' CHESTS 

In the history of Independent India there have been 
few more shameless things than the Congress forcing 
lhrou~h the provisions of the Company Law Amend­
ment Bill, enabling them to take contributions for 
the Con~ross. They have exposed their nakedness 
further, by fixing a maximum: 25,000 rupees or five 
t"L'n.·cnt of the avcra)!e profits, whichever is greater. 
and have turned down the Opposition proposal that 
the mischief should be minimized by publicity or al­
l,,winR diss•nting shareholders to contract out ...... 
Yet the Party srok~smen maintained the pretence 
that tht•se contnhut10ns ..... .from people who have 
C\WY reason to dislike. the policies of the Congress 
w.n be voluntary. (lt,.hcs are ours). 

"MARIE ANTOINETTES" AS OUR 
FOOD MINISTERS 

"If. they have !'o bread let them eat cakes." 
11us Wits the s1mple, naive answer the French 
Queen ~""" when she was told that the Pari• 
cwwt.l w.1s asklng for bread. 

)'rc•e India that is Bharat, had a succession of Food 
Mumtors. Mr. S .. J.:.. Patil is the seventh in the row. 
~1r. P.idl, hh• h1~ pr,•d,·~ct:~('rs ,,·ho h.>~~.,; rl• "'Of' .. 
f"lio. i~ turn in~ his. blind eye to the real problem on 
thl' f .. ,~.,h:l. frLlnt. H1s pre..-cription to sol\~ tu".! h>u\J. 
rr\1bl~m •s too simple, if not ca11ous. He s~..:~us to 

Till·: 1.\"Df.\X l.InF.RT.-\Rl.i:V 

find time to have a joke at the expense of the starv. 
ing millions. 

"Do you know why there is rice shortage in tit. 
country?" He asked an audience, and without wait­
ing for an answer, gave it himself. "It is not that 
there isn't enough rice in the country. You, fellows 
eat too much of rice." 

Patil should have gone further and said that 
neither the British, nor the French, nor the Ameri­
cans eat as much rice as the Indians. Why not fol­
low their example? Eat more bread and meat and 
fruits. What Patil misses to see is that rice is the 
staple food of a majority of the Indian population. 
And when they have neither the money to buy the 
cheap rice nor is rice in ample supply, the Govern· 
ment stands to be blamed. Patil·ended his .peroration 
by asking the people to eat more vegetable and fruits, 
forgetting the naked truth that the poor fellows can­
not afford these luxuries. 

But one can't blame Patil. He is simply following 
in the footsteps of his predecessors. Didn't M unshi 
advise the people "to-miss-a meal" a day? Didn't 
he have the spectacular stunt of "Vana Mahotsava" 
to bring down rain and to increase the food produc· 

. tion. And didn't he go after the fraud of a "Pani­
walla Maharaj," who was expected to make the land 
gush forth with wal!er, and fertilize the soil? Of 
course, this fraud of a P'lOliwalla Maharaj who didn't 
discover a single well is another matter. 

These succession of Food Ministers had only a 
bumper crop of "stunts," and nothing more. The 
simple remedy for the food shortage is to increase 
the food production, and that is by giving food pro· 
duction the topmost priority. But somehow this 
simple remedy seems not to suggest these august 
personalities who hold the Food portfolio. The fact 
that for twelve long years the Congress rulers 
have not been able to solve the food question 
entitles them to be turned out of office at the next 
general elections. Will the people do it? 

AMERICAN VIEW OF CHINESE AGGRESSION 
AGAINST INDIA 

"Red China has embarkes upon the Chien Lung 
line of the former Imperialist China," states the Arne• 
rican expert, George Sokelskey. 

"The Chinese Imperialism, at the time of the Man· 
churian emperor, , Chien Lung, temporarily stretched 
itself right to the south side of the Himalavas. Here 
is the motive of Red China conquering Tibet, her 
infiltration into Ladakh, her penetration into Nepal, 
and her threatening of Assam and Sikkim." · 

Our Prime Minister Nehru calls these acts of ag· 
gression as, "petty incidents." A student of current 
and past history, indeed. 

NO MORE STRIKES IN 
SOVIET-OCCUPIED GERMANY 

In future the so-called trade unions in East Ger­
many will ha\"e no say in the matter of wages or the 
hours of work. 

As per Article 37, wages, and as per Article 66, 
hours, are decreed bv the State, regardless of a for­
mal 8-hour a day an'd 48-hour a week rule. Should 
the State think it advisable to increase the hours to 
51 a wc,k it can ..to so. There is no opporbunity for 



the workers to launch a strilc.e, or even to register 
a protest. 

A workers' paradise in action. 
A WELCOME BOMB-SHELL 

If there was a welcome bombshell, bere is OJ\~. 
For . much too long, the personality of the PriJ!!t: 
Munster has put tne personality ot the President. 
the Party, the Parliament, and even the People, in 
tne shade. Even though our Constitution is an amal· 
gum of so many constitutions, our President bas 
some of the powers of the American President. 
though it has been presumed that our constitutional 
structure is the same as that of Great Britain. Our 
.t'arhament's obsession .. W:ith May's "Parliamentary 
Prac~lce. and l'roc:edure IS at once pathetic, if not 
humd1at1ng. In the circumstances, it was right that 
our .r'resioeat, '~· the Head of the State and as the 
conscience of the country, should speak up. 

-Qrganiser 
DR. THEODORE HUESS ON DEMOCRACY 

Some observers of constitutional development see 
some parallels between the constitutional structure 
and their functions in new Indian Union and the 
constitutional structure in Germany ..... .! have come 
her~ to spe~ on the academic plane. But oa that 
plane, federalism means respect tor the traditions of 
historical regionalism, and democracy. According to 
s.ound common-sense, it implies a certain amount of 
liberty, the freedom of the individual decision, for 
instance, at elections to elect and select the man or 
the party, enjoying the voter's confidence. But the 
~i?d of "dc~ocr~c~:" which offers for example, a 
sm~e ball?tlng-hst no ~alter whether containing 

candidates 'found worthy -such a democracv is a 
rank fraud. 

-from A Speech at Calcutta 
KASHMIR IS AS GOOD AS SOLD OUT 

. "I ~eliably learn that our Prime Minister has agrocd 
1n prmc1ple that Pakistan has the right over the canal 
waters and over the sources of rivers flowing into 
Pakistan. This, in other words, simply means that 
our Prime Minister has agreed to tbe right of Pakis· 
tan over the whole of Kashmir. The principle is 
agreed to. The execution is delayed. 

"Why should we not hand over Kashmir to Pakis­
tan and be done away with the troubles, once and 
for all? Why should we unnecessarily burden the 
Army and the Exchequers by holding on to Kashmir 7" 

-Gurujl Golwalkar In a speech 

The impression left on the mind of the audience is 
that Mr. Nehru, in effect, regards the Soviet bloc as 
the paragon of all virtue, whether ir is on disarma­
ment or colonialism. 

-Thought 
---: :---

"I would not be surprised If the Central Govern• 
ment borrowed money for ''development" even from 
China." -C. Rajagopalachari 

As more and more countries are liberated, colo­
nialism bas become less and less a real issue, the 
Afro-Asian bloc in reality has become increasingly 
a racialist bloc 

-Sal Tas, Swar•f:t'3 

I~ 

Letter to the Editor 
WHO IS SAFE1 

Dar Madam, 
I take my Hat Oil to Mr. M. N. Tholal for th< 

Bull's Es-.:.. He has scor<d in his article "Ncutroll 
Nati~ns' Claptrap" which shows US ami the <>thers 
WHERE WE AKE HEADING FOR. 

I must say that WE are just like tho "Humpty 
Dumpty that sat on a wall and was NO MORE alter 
the fall." 

Only our Fuddled and Bemused Rulers think that 
we arc SAFE by following NEUTII.ALlTY; but for 
Mr. Tholal and many other Sane and Sensible per· 
sons it is ju~t the REVERSE. 

ll by chance (there are many chances) any EX· 
PLOSION (Armed Clash) occurs between the East 
and the West, the Communists will IMMEDIATELY 
OCCUP'' AND GARRISON the Neutral Countries 
on the pretext of "SAVING THEM i'ROM THEIR 
ENEMI£S." And once these countries are OCCU· 
PIED. "good-bye" to their INDEPENDENCE AND 
FREEDOM. All sensible Nations are A WARE th.1t 
this is a Well-laid and READY PLAN of the two 
large Communist Nations, Russia and China, and to· 
wards that end they (Commies! have been workin& 
overtly and covertly for the past few yeiii'S. 

According to this plan, Russia is to OVER-RUN 
AND OCCUPY Europe, Middle-East and Africa, and 
China is to do the same in the Far-East and Soul h· 
EJst Asian Countries, where both these GIANT OC· 
TOPUSES have Spread their Tentacles, u receot 
Events have amply PROVED. 

The Neutrals have become Absolutely NEUTRA· 
USED and IMPORTANT (Neuter-Genders) and 
will he powerless to say or do anything whcn tbis 
happens. 

From the si~riS of the times we can see that at 
present there 1s a KEEN COMPETITION between 
the Giant Ru<ky Bear and the Yellow Peril to En· 
large their SPHERES OF INFLUENCE everywhere 
in ALL CONTINENTS, in many ca<e<, "ONE 
INTERFERING AND CLASHING WITH THE 
OTHER IN THEIR SPECIAL PRESERVES." I am 
SURE that this will result in "THE BIG CLASH" 
(refer my letter in your last year's Issue) between 
these two Communist Gi•nts. 

From the LATEST EVENTS can any Sane penon 
<a'' 1hat the East, the West and Neutral Nations 
ARE SAFE? No, definitely NO. 

The Guru RuS<ian and Chela Chini will 'Cut their 
Noses to Spite their Faces' and so in this 81g Cl.-h 
of the Commies the Neutrals will be the FIRST TO 
SUFFER DEVASTATION and RUIN. 

It I can fore<ce thi<. whv <hould a Sant' Politician 
and Tactician not ANTICIPATE thc<e Future Evenu 
hy readinR the "Writing on the Wall?" I am sure 
that this d1rk FUTURE i< drnwin~ Vcrv Very Ne>r 
and tn a GREAT CATASTROPHIC CLOSE. God 
forbid that this should happen. 

I request \lr. Tholal to writ<' rart IV of lh" 
··NcutTal Clnptrap" along the5t' hnes after deep 
thought and med11ation. 
Poona. Homi N. Ori.,·n 
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